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Arn. & H. . . • . Arnold and Hodges’ Reports, Queen’s Bench, 1 vol., 

1840—1841 
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Bell, C. O. . . .. T. Bell’s Crown Cases Bescrved, 1 vol., 1858 — 1860 

Bell, Ct. of Soss. . . B. Bell’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 1 vol., 

1790—1792 
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Bro. Supp. to Mor. M. P. Brown’s Supplement to Morison's Dictionary 

of Decisions, CouH of Session (Scotland), 5 vols. 
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Brownl. . . . ^ , Brownlow and Goldesborougli’s Boports, Common 

Ploas, 2 parts, 1509 — 1024 
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Buub. .. .. .. Buiibury’s Reports, Exchequer, fol., 1 vol., 1713 — 
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Car. & M. • • • « Carrington and Marshman’s Boports, Nisi Prius, 

1 vol., 1841—1843 
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Cas. Pract. K. B. . Cases of Practice, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 1055 — 1775 

Cas. Sett. . . • Cases of Settlements and Removals, 1 vol., 1689 — 
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Cas*. iemp. Finch • , Cases temp. Finch, Chancery, foL, 1 voL, 1673 — 1680 

Cos. ienijK King , . Select Cases temp. King, Chancery, fol., 1 vol., 1724 
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1798—1808 
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Ohitty's Practice Reports, King's Bench, 2 Tols., 
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Clark and Finnelly's Rejiorts, Iloiise of Lords, 12 
vols., 1831 — 18-16 
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1 vol., 1631—1650 

Clifford and Rickards' Locus Standi Beports, 3 vola, 
1873—1884 

Clifford and Stephens’ Locus Standi Reports, 2 vols., 
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Cockbum and Rowe’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1833 

Coke's Entries 

Coke's Institutes 

Coke on Littleton (1 Inst.) 

Coke’s Re^rts, 13 parts, 1572 — 1016 
Collyer’s Repoi^, Chancery, 2 vols., 1844 — 1846 
Collectanea Juridica, 2 vols. 

Colles' Cases in Parliament, 1 vol., 1697 — 1713 
Coltman's Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1879 — 1885 
Oomyns' Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and 
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Comyns’ Di^st 
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Connor and Lawson's Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 
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Cooke and Alcock’s Reports, King's Bench (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1833—1834 

Cooke's Practice Reports, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 
1706—1747 

Cooke's Practical Register of the Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1702—1742 

O. Cooper’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1792 — 1815 
C. P. Cooper's Reports, Chancery Practice, 1 vol., 

1837— 1838 

C. P. Cooper's Coses fewip. Brougham, Chancery, 

1 vol., 1833—1834 

C. P. Cooper's Cases (emp. Cottenham, Chancery, 

2 vola, 1846— 1848 (and miscellaneous earlier cases) 
Corbett and Daniell's Election Cases, 1 vol., 1819 
Couper's Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 5 vols., 1868 

—1885 

Cowper's Reports, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 1774 — 1778 
E. W. Cox's Oiminal Law Cases, 1843 — (current) 

Cox and Atkinson's Registration Appeal Cases, 1 vol., 
1843—1846 

S. C. Cox’s Equity Cases, 2 vols., 1745 — 1797 
Cox, Macrae, and Ilertslet's County Courts Cases and 
Appeals, Vol. I., 1846—1852 
Crompton and Jervis's Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1830—1832 

Crompton and Meeson's Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1832—1834 

Crompton, Meeson, and Boscoe's Reports, Exchequer, 
2 vols., 1834—1835 

Craig and Phillips' Reports, Chancery, 1 voL, 1840 — 
1841 

Crawford and Dix's Circuit Cases (Ireland), 8 vob„ 

1838— 1846 
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Craw. & D. Abr. 0. •• Crawford and Dix’s Abridged Cases (Ireland), 1 vol., 

1837—1838 

Cress. Insol V. Cas. .• Cress well’s Insolvency Cases, 1 vol., 1827 — 1829 • 

Cripps’ Church Cas. • . Cripps’ Church and Clergy Cases, 2 narts, 1847 — iSoO 

Cro. Car. • • . . Croke’s Reports temp. Charles I., King’s Bench and 

Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1625 — 1641 

Cro. Eliz. . . • , Croke’s Reports temp. Elizabeth, King’s Bench and 

Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1582 — 1603 

Cro. Jao. •• •• Croke’s Reports temp. James I., King’s Bench and 

Common Pleas. 1 voL, 1603 — 1625 

Cm. Dig. . , . . Cmise’s Digest of the Law of Real Property, 7 vols. 

Cunn. •• •• .. Cunningham’s Reports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 vol., 

1734—1735 

Curt. .. •• .. Curteis’ Ecclesiastical Reports, 3 vols., 1831 — 1844 
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I 

Dav. Pat. Cas. 
Dav. Ir. . . 

Day 

Dea. & Sw. 
Deac. 

Deac. & Ch. 

Dears. & B. 

Dears. C. C. 
Deas & And. 

De O. 

De O. F. & J. 

De O. & J. 

Do O. J. & Sm. 

De O. M. & G. 

De G. & Sm. 

Delane • • 

Den. ,, 
Dick. 

Dig. 

Dili. 

Dods. 

Donnell v 
Doug. l!l. Cas. 
Doug. (k. b.) 
Dow 

Dow & Cl. 

Dow. & L. 


Daliymple’s Decisions, Couii of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1698—1720 

Daniell’s Reports, Exchequer in Equity, 1 voL, 1817 
—1823 

Danson and Lloyd’s Mercantile Cases, 1 vol., 1828— 
1829 

Davison and Merivale’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 
1 yoL, 1843—1814 

Davies’ Patent Cases, 1 vol., 1785 — 1816 
Davys* (or Davies’ or Davy’s) Reports (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1604—1611 

Day’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1892 — 1893 

Deane and Swabey’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 1 vol., 

1855— 1857 

Deacon’s Reports, Bankmptcy, 4 vols., 1834 — 1840 
Deacon and Chitty’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 4 vols., 
1832—1835 

Dearsly and Bell’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 

1856— 1858 

Dearsly’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 1852 — 1856 
Dens and Anderson’s Decisions (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1829—1832 

De Gex’s Reports, Baiikmptcy, 1 vol., 1844 — 1848 
De Gex, Fisher, and Jones’s Reports, Chancery, 
4 vols., 1850—1862 

Do Ocx and Jones’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 1857 
—1859 

De Gex, Jones, and Smith’s Reports, Chancery, 
4 vols., 1862 — 1865 

De Gex, Macnaghton, and Gordon’s Reporb*, Chan- 
cery, 8 vols., 1851 — 1857 

De Gex and Smale's Rex>orts, Chancery, 5 vols., 1846 
—1852 

Delane's Decisions, Revision Courts, 1 vol., 1832 — 
1835 

Denison’s Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1844 — 1852 
Dickens’ Rejwrts, Chancery, 2 vols., 1559 — 1798 
Justinian’s Digest or Pandects 

Dirleton’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1665 — 1677 

Dodson’s Reports, Adniiralty, 2 vols., 1811 — 1822 
Donnelly’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1836 — 1837 
Douglas’ Election Cases, 4 vols., 1774r — 1776 
Douglas’ Reports, King’s Bench, 4 vols., 1778 — 1785 
Dow^s Reports, Uouso of Ijords, 6 vols., 1812 — 1818 
Dow and Clark’s Reports, Uouso of Loi-ds, 2 vols., 
1827—1832 

Dowling and Lowndes’ Practice Reports, 7 vols,, 
1843—1849 
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Dow. & By. (k. b«) . • Dowlinir Bjland's Bepox ta, Erne's Bench /9 vpls^ 

1822—1827 

•Dow. & By. (m. o.) • . Dowling and Byland's Magistrates’ Oases* 4 to1s«« 

• 1822—1827 

Dow. & By. (n. p.) . . Dowling and Byland's Beports* Nisi Frius* 1 party 

1822—1823 

Dowl. • • • • Dowling's Practice Beports, 0 toIs,, 1830 — 1841 

Dowl. (n. s.) . . . . Dowling’s Practice Beports* New Series, 2 vols.* 

1841—1843 

Dr. & Wal. . • . . Drury and Walsh’s Beports* Ohancery (Ireland)* 

2 vole., 1837—1841 

Dr. & War Drury and Warren’s Beports* Chancery (Ireland), 

4 vols., 1841—1843 

Drew. •• .. Dre wry’s Beports, Chancery, 4 vols., 1832 — 1839 

Drew. & Sin. . . . . Drewry and Smale’s Reports, Chancery* 2 vols.* 1839 

—1863 

Drinkwater . . .. Driiikwater's Reports, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1839 

Drury Nap. , , Drury’s Reports iemp. Napier* Ohancery (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1858—1839 

Drury Sug. . . Drury’s Reports temp. Sugden, Chancery (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1811—1814 

Dugd. Orig. .. Dugdale’s Origines Juridiciales 

Dunl. (Ct. of Sess.) . . Dunlop, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 2nd series* 

24 vols., 1838—1862 

Dunning.. .. Dunning’s Reports, King’s Bench* 1 voL, 1733 — 

1754 

Durie •• •• •• Durie’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol.* 

1 vol., 1621—1642 

Dyer •• •• .. Dyer’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1513 — 1581 

£, & B. . « • , • . Ellis and Blackburn’s Beports, Queen’s Bench* 

8 vols., 1852—1858 

£.&£... • • • « Ellis and Ellis’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 3 vols.* 

1858—1861 

E. B. & E. . • • • Ellis, Blackbuim, and Ellis’s Reports, Queen’s Bench* 

1 vol., 1858—1860 

Eag. & Y. , . . , Eagle and Younge’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1223 — 1825 

East . . , . East’s Reports, King’s Bench, 16 vols.* 1800 — 1812 

East, P. O. , , , . East’s Pleas of the Crown 

Ecc. & Ad. • . • , Spinks’ Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Reports, 2 vols.* 

1 8o3“~l 85o 

Eden .. Eden’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1757 — 1766 

Edgar . • . . « . Edgar’s Decisions, Coui t of Session (Scotland), fol.y 

1724—1725 

Edw. ,, .. .. Edwards' Reports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1808 — 1812 

Elchics . . , . . . Elchies’ Decisions, Court of Semon (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1733— 1754 

Eng. Pr. Ciis. . . ... Roscoe’s English Prize Cases, 2 vols., 1745 — 1858 

Eq. Cas. Abr. . . . . Abridgment of Cases in Equity, foL, 2 vols., 1667*— 

1744 

Rep. Equity Reports, 3 vols., 1853 — 1855 

Esp. . . .. .. Espiiiasso’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 6 vols., 1793 — 1810 

Exch. .. .. Exchequer Reports (AVclsby, llurlstone, and Oor- 

don), 11 vols., 1847 — 1856 

^>D. .. ,, Law ll6iK>rts, Exchequer Division, 5 vols., 1875— 

1880 

Foster and Finlason's Reports, Nisi Prius, 4 vols., 

^ 1836—1867 

r. (Ct. of Sees.) , . Fraser, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 5th series, 

1898—1906 

hac. Coll, (with date) .. Faculty of Advocates, Collection of Decisions, Couii 

of Session (Scotland), £oL, Ist and 2nd series* 
21 vols., 1752—1825 



AbBBEV1ATIOK8< 


ixvii 


Fac. Colt (k. 8*) (with Faculty of Advocateit Collection of Decisiona, Court 
I date) of S^ion (Scotland), New Seriee, 16 vols., 1825— 

1841 • 

Falo» Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotlaiid}, 

2 vols., foL, 1744—1751 

Falc. A Fits. . , • . Falconer and Fitzherbert’s Election Oases, 1 toL, 1835 

—1838 

Ferg . • Ferguson’s Consistorial Decisions (Scotland), i rot, 

1811—1817 

Fitz-Q. .. .. .. Fitz-Qibbons’ Beports, King’s Bencb^ foL, 1 yoL, 

1728—1731 

Fits. Nat. Brev. . . Fitzherbert’s Natura Breyium 

FI. & K. . • . . Flanagan and Kelly’s Beports, Bolls Court (Ireland), 

1 v<3., 1840—1842 

Foubt .. .. .. Fonblanque’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 2 parts, 1849 — 

1852 

For. ., .. .. FoiTest’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 voL, 1800 — 1801 

Forb. . . . • . . Forbes’ Decisions, Comt of Session (Scotland), fol., 

1 voL, 1705—1713 

Fort. De TiSud. . . Portoscue, De Laudibus Legum Anglioe 

Fortes. Eep. .. .. Fortescue’s Beports, fol., 1 voL, 1692 — 1736 

Fost. . . . . . . Foster’s Crown Ca^s, 1 vol., 1743 — 1760 

Fount. . . . . • . Fountainhall’s Decisions, Coui’t of Session (Scotland), 

fol., 2 vols., 1678—1712 

Fox & S. Ir. . • • . M. C. Fox and T. B. C. Smith’s Beports, King’s 

Bench (Ireland), 2 vols., 1822 — 1825 

Fox & S. Beg. . • • « J. S. Fox and C. L. Smith’s Begistration Cases, 

1 vol., 1886—1895 

Freem. (cn.) .. .. Freeman’s Beports, CJhancery, 1 vol., 1660 — 1706 

Froem. (k, b ) . . . . Freeman’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common 

Pleas, 1 voL, 1070 — 1704 

Qul. A Dav. . . . . Gale and Davison’s Beports, Queen’s Bench, 3 vols., 

18U— 1843 

Gale . . . . . , Gale’s Beports, Kxchenuer, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 

Gib. Cod. . . . , Gibson’s Oodox Juris Ecclesiastici Anglicani 

GilT. .. .. Qillard’s Beports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1857 — 1865 

Gilb. .. .. .. Gilbert’s Cases in Law and Eciuity, 1 vol., 1713 — 

1714 

Gilb. C. r. .. .. Gilbert’s History and Piactice of the Court of 

Common Pleas 

Gilb. (cii.) .. .. Gilbert’s Beports, Chancery and Exchequer, fol., 

1 vol., 1706—1726 

Qilm. & F. .. .. Gilmour and Falconer’s Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), 2 parts, PaH I. (Gilmour) 1661 — 1066, 
Part II. (Falconer) 1681—1086 

Gl. & J« .. ,, .. Glj’ii and Jameson’s Beports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 

1819—1828 

Glanv. .. .. «« Glanville, De Legibus et ConsueluJiuibus Begni 

Anglim 

Glanv. El. Cas. . . . . Qlonville’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1623 — 1624 

Glascock/. .. .. Glascock’s Beports (Ireland), 1 vol., 1831 — 1832 

Qodb. . • . . • . Godbolt’s Beports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 

and Exchequer, 1 vol., 1571 — 1637 

Qouldsb. . • • • . • Gouldsborougu’s Beports, Queen’s Bench and King’s 

Bench, 1 vol., 1586 — 1601 

Oow . , , , . . Oow’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1818 — 1820 

Qwill. .. .. Gwillim’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1224 — 1824 

n. & C. • • • . . . Ilurlstone and Coltman’s Beports, Exchequer, 4 vols., 

1862—1866 

n. & N* . • • • « • Ilurlstone and Norman’s Beports, Exchequer, 7 vols., 

1850—1862 



Abbreviations, 


xxviii 


n. & Tw. 

« • 

« • 

II. & w. 

• • 

• • 

H. L. Cas. 

• • 

• • 

Hag. Adm. 

• • 

• • 

Hag. Con. 
Hag. Ecc. 
Hailes 

Hale, C. L. 
Hale, P. C. 
Uar. & Ruth. 

• 0 

• • 

nar. & W. 

. . 

• • 

Hare. 

• • 

• • 

Hard. 

• V 

• » 

Hare 

, , 


] lawk. r. G. 

• • 


Hayes 

• • 


Hayes & Jo. 

• 0 

•• 

Hem. & M. 

0 m 

• • 

llet. 

0 0 

• • 

llub. . . 

0 0 

• • 

Hodg. .. 


• • 

Hog. 

• • 

• • 

UuU (ADM.) 

• • 

• • 

Holt (eq.) 


• m 

Holt (K. V.) 



Holt (N. r.) 



Homo, Ct. of Soss. 

•• 

Hop. & Colt. 

• • 

• • 

Hop. & rh. 

. • 

• • 

Horn & II. 

• • 

0 0 

Hov. Suppl. 

• • 

0 m 

Hud. & 13. 

• 0 

• • 

Hume 

• • 

• • 

Hut. 

« • 

• • 

Ily. 131. . . 

• • 

• • 


null and Twells’ Reports, Cbancerj, 2 vols., 1848 — 
1850 

JIurlstone and Walmsley^s Reports, Excliequer^ 

1 voL, 1840—1841 

Clark's Reports, House of TiOrds, 11 toIs., 1847 — 1866 
Ilaggai'd’s Reports, Admiralty, 3 vols., 1822 — 1838 
Haggard’s Consistorial Reports, 2 vols., 1789 — 1821 
Haggard’s Ecclosiasiical Reports, 4 vols., 1827 — 1833 
Hailos's Decisions, Court oi Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1766—1791 
Halo’s Common Law 

Halo's I’leas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Harrison and Rtilhorfurd's Reports, Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1865—1860 

Harrison and Wollaston's Reports, King's Bench 
an<l Bail Court, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
llarcarso’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1081—1091 

Hardros* Ro{>orts, Exchequer, fol., 1 vol., 1655 — 1609 
Hare’s Reports, Chancery, 11 vols., 1841 — 1853 
Hawkins’s Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Hn^’es’s Reports, Exchequer (Ii*elaud), 1 vol., 1830 — 
1832 

Ilnyos and Jones’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1832—1834 

Hemming and Miller’s Repoi-ts, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1802— 1805 

notle3'’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., I vol., 1027 — 
1031 

Hobart’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1013 

— 1025 

Hodges’ Reports, Common Pleas, 3 vols., 1835 — 
1837 

Hogan’s Reports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 2 vols., 1816 

— 1834 

W. Holt’s Rule of the Road Cases, Admiralty, 1 vol., 

1803— 1807 

W. Holt’s Equity Reports, 1 vol., 1845 
Sir John Holt's Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol.« 
1088—1710 

P. Holt’s Reports, Nisi Prins, 1 vol., 1815 — 1817 
Homo’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotlaud), 
fol., 1 vol., 1735—1744 

Hop wood and Coltman’s Registration Cases, 2 vols., 
1808—1878 

Hopwood and Philbrick's Registration Coses, 1 vol., 
1803—1807 

Horn and Ilurlstone's Repoiis, Exchequer, 2 vols., 
1838—1839 

Hovenden’s Supjdcmcnt to Vosey Jun.'s Reports, 
Chancery, 2 vols., 1753 — 1817 
Hudson and Brooke’s Reports, King's Bench and 
Exchequer (I relandV 2 vola, 1827 — 1831 
Hume’s Decisions, Coui*t of Session (Scotland), 
1 vol., 1781—1822 

Hutton's Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1617— 
1638 

Henry Blackstono's Reports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 
1788—1796 


I. C. L. R 
1. Ch. R. 
1. Eq. U. 


Irish Common I-aw Reports, 17 vols., 1849 — 1866* 
Irish Chancery Reports, 17 vols., 1850 — 1867 
Irish Equitv Reports, 13 vols., 1838 — 1851 
Irish Law Reports, 13 vols., 183S— 1851 



Abbreviatioxs^ 


ZXIX 


I. Ti. T. • • . , Irisli Law Times, 1867— (current) 

I. R, (preceded by d;ite} Irish Reports, since 1893 (e.//. [1891] 1 L R.) 

I. U. 0. L. . . . . Irish Reports, Common I^w, 1 1 vols,, 1860 — 1877^ * 

1. R* Eq, .* .. Irish Re|K)rts, Equity, 11 vols., 1800 — 1877 

Ir« Circ. Cas. • • • • Irish Circuit Cases, 1 vol., lS-11 — 1843 

In Jur« . . . . . . Irish Jurist, 18 vols., 1819 — 1800 

In L. Rec. 1st sen .. I^aw Recorder (Ireland) Ist series, 4 vols., 1827 — 

1831 

In L. Rec. (x. s.) Law Recorder (Ireland) New Series, 6 vols., 1833 — 

1838 

Irv* .. •• • . Irvine’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 5 vols., 1852 — 

1867 


J. Bridge. Sir John Bridgman^s Repoiis, Common Picas, ful., 

1 yol., 1613 — 1621 

J. P. . . . . . . J ustice of the Peace, 1837 — (current) 

J. Shaw, Just. .. •• J. Shawls Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 1 vol., 1848 

—1852 

Jac. ,, .. .. Jacob’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1821— 1823 

Jac. & W. .. .. Jacob and Walker’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vol&, 1819 

—1821 

Jebb, C. 0« .. . . Jobb’s Crown Cases Reserved (Ireland), 1 vol., 1822 

—1840 

Jebb & B. . . « • Jebb and Bourke’s Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland). 

1 vol., 1841—1842 

Jebb & S. • • . . Jebb and S^^mes’ Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1838—1841 

Jeiik. .. .. Jenkins* Reports, 1 vol., 1220 — 1623 

Jo. <& Can .. .. Jones and Carey’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1838-1839 

Jo. & I^t. . • . « Jones and La Touche’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

3 vols., 1844—1840 

Jo. Kx. Ir. .• . . T. Jones’ Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1834 

—1838 

John. .. .. .. Johnson’s Re^rts, Chancery, 1 vol., 1858 — 1860 

John. £ II. . , • . Johnson and llemming’s Rej>ortB, Chancery, 2 vols., 

1860—1862 

Jur. . . . . . . Jurist Reports, 18 vols., 1837 — 1854 

Jun (x. s.) . . . . Jurist Rejiorts, New Series, 12 vols., 1855 — 1867 

J ust. lust. . • • . J ustinian’s Institutes 


E. £ O. . • •• • . Keane and Grant’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1854 — 

1862 

K. £ J. ,, .. Kay and Johnson’s Rejwrts, Chancery, 4 vols., 

1853—1858 

K. B. (proccdod by date) T^w Reports, King’s Bench Division, since 1900 

Kamos, Diet. Doc .. Kuines.'Dictronary of Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), fol., 2 vols., 1540 — 1741 

Karnes, Rom. Doc. • . Kamos, Remarkable Decisions, Court of Session 

(Scotland), 2 vols., 1716 — 1752 

Karnes, Sel. Doc* • . Karnes, Select Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

1 vol., 1752—1768 

Ifny Kay’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1853 — 1854 

Keb. , , , , . . Koblo’s Reports, fol., 3 vols., 1001 — 1677 

Keen . . . , , . Keen’s Reports, Rolls Coiirt, 2 vols., 1836 — 1838 

Keil Keilwey’s Reports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 vol. , 1327— 

1348 

Sir John Keljse’a Bepoits, Crown Cases, foL, 1 toL, 

16C2— 1707 

KeL W. TV. Keijneo’s lleports, fol., 1 Tol., Chanoerr, 1730— 

1732; Eang’a Bench, fol., 1731 — 1734 
• « •• .* Kenjon*a Notes of Cases, King's Bench, 2 

1733—1730 



Abbesviatioks. 
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Keaj. (cn.) 

j^jOkerroD 

Ejiapp . . 
Kn. & Omb. 


Chanoory Cases in Yol. H. of Kenyon’s KotM of 
Cases, 1753 — 1754 

Kilkerran’s Decisions, Court Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1738—1762 

Knapp’s Beports, Privy Council, 3 vols., 1829—1836 
Knapp and Omblcr’s Election Cases, 1 vuL, 1834— 
1835 


• • • • ^ • 
L. & Q. temp. Plunk. . . 


L. & O. temp. Sugd. 


Zi, & Welsh. 


Xj. C. B. . * . • • . 

Xi. J. . . 

Xi. J. (ADM.) 

L. J. (BOY.) 

L. J. (cn.) 

Xj. j. fa p.) 

Xj. j. (KCCD.) 

Xj. j. (ex.) 

X,. J. (ex. eq.) 

Xj. j. (k. b. or Q. b.) . . 



Xj. j. (O. 8.) 

Xi. J. (p .) • . . • . . 

L. J. (p. & M.) . . 

Ij. j. (p. c.) 

L. J. (P. M. & A.) 

Ij. M. & r 

L. B 

L. B. A. & E 

Xj. B. C. C. B. . « • » 

Xj. B. C. P. . . • • 

D. B. Eq. . . . . 

L. B. Each. 

Xj. XL U. L 

L. B. Xnd. App. 

L. B. lud. App. Supp. 
Vol. 

Xj. ^1. Xr. . . • . • ■ 


Xj. B. P. C. 

L. B. P. & D . . 

Xj. B. Q. B. 

L. XL Sc. & Div. 


AJm A* , , 

JL* T* JOe 
li. T» (o. B.) 


Lord Advocate. 

Lloyd and Goold^s Boports iemp» Plunkett, Chancery 
(Ireland), 1 vol., 1&34— 1839 
Lloyd and Qoold*8 Boports temjK Sugdon, Chancery 
(Ireland), 1 vol., 1835 

Lloyd and Welsby’s Commercial and Mercantile 
Cases, 1 vol., 1829 — 1830 
Local Government Beports, 1902— -{current) 

Ijaw Journal, 1866 — (current) 

Law Journal, Admiralty, 1865 — 1875 
Law Journal, Bankruptcy, 1832 — 1880 
Law Journal, Chancery, 1822 — (current) 

Law Journal, Common Pleas, 1822 — 1875 
Law Journal, Ecclesiastical Coses, 1866 — 1875 
Law Journal, Exchequer, 1830 — 1875 
Law Journal, Exchequer in Equity, 1835 — 1841 
Law Journal, King^s Bench or Queen’s Bench, 

1 822 — (current) 

TiOW Journal, Magistrates’ Coses, 1826 — 1806 
Law Journal, Notes of Coses, 1866 — 1892 (from 1893, 
see IaOw JoumaB. 

Law Journal, Old ^ries, 10 vols., 1823 — 1831 
Law Journal, Probate, Divorce and Admiralty, 1875 
— (current) 

Law Journal, Probate and Matrimonial Cases, 1858 — 
1859, 1866—1875 

Law Journal, Privy Council, 1865 — (current) 

Law Journal, Probate, Matiimonial and Admiralty, 
1860—1865 

Lowndes, Maxwell, and Pollock’s Beports, Bail 
Court and Practice, 2 vols., 1850 — 1851 
Law Boports 

Law Beports, Admiralty and Ecclesiastical Cases, 
4 vola, 1865—1875 

Law Bef^rts, Crown Cases Beserved, 2 vola, 1865 — 
1875 

Law Beports, Common Pleas, 10 vols., 1865—1875 
Law Beports, Equity Coses, 20 vols., 1865—1875 
IaOW Beports, ExchMuer, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 
Law Beports, English and Irish Appeals and Peerage 
Claims, House of Lords, 7 vols., 1866 — 1875 
Law EojKirts, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 1873 — 
(current) 

Law Beports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 
Supplementary Volume, 1872 — 1873 
Law Beports (Ireland), Chancery and Common Law, 
32 vols., 1877—1893 

Law Beports, Privy Council, 6 vols., 1865 — 1875 
Law Beports, Probate and Divorce, 3 vols., 1865— 
1875 

Law Boi>ort8, Queen’s Bench, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 
Law Beports, Scotch and Divorce Appeals, Uouse 
of Loros, 2 vols., 1866—1875 
Law Times Beports, 1859 — (current) 

Law Times Newspaper. 1843— (current) 

Law Times Beports, Old Series, 34 vols., 1843 — 1860 



Abbeeyiatioks* 


xui 

Lane •• •. Lane’e Beporis, Exche^er, £ol., 1 voL, 1605— '1611 

Lat . . . . . . Latch’s Bej^rts, King’s Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1625—1628 

liawa Beg. Cus. • • liawson’s Begistration Cases, 1885— (current • 

Ld. Ihijm. • • • • Lord Baymond’s Beports, King’s Bench and Uommon 

Pleas, 3 vols., 1604 — 1732 

Loach •• •• •• Loach’s Crown Cases, 2 vols., 1730— 1814 

Leo • • . • • . Sir Q. Lee’s Ecclesiastical J udgments, 2 vols., 1752 — 

1758 

Leo temp. Hard. • • T. Lee’s Cases femp. Uardwicke, King’s Bench, 1 voL, 

1733—1738 

I/O. & Ca. •• •• Leigh and Cave’s Crown Cases Beserved, 1 voL, 1861 

—1865 

Leon. •• •• •• Leonard's Beports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas 

and Exchequer, fol., 4 parts, 1552 — 1615 
Lev. • • . • • . Levinz’s Beports, King's ^nch and Common Pleas, 

fol., 3 vols., IGCO — 1696 

Low. C. 0. . • . . Lowin’s Crown Cases on the Northern Circuit, 

2 vols., 1822—1838 

f-ey . . .• .. Ley’s Beports, King's Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1608 — 1629 

liib. Ass. . . . . Ijiber Assisarum, Year Books, 1 — 51 Eiiw. III. 

Lilly • • • . • • Lilly’s Beports and Pleadings of Cases in Assize, foL, 

1 vol. 

Lilt. •• .• •• Littleton’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 

—1631 

[soFft . . • « . . Lofft's Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1 772 — 1 774 

I/ong. & T. • • • . Longfield and Townsend's BexK>rts, Exchequer (Ire- 

land), 1 vol., 1841—1842 

Lud. E. C. . . . , Luders’ Election Cases, 3 vols., 1784 — 1787 

Lumloy, P. L. C. . . Lumley’s Poor Law Cases, 2 vols., 1834 — 1842 
Lush. .. .. .. Imshiiigton’s Beports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1859 — 1862 

Lut. . . • « . . Sir E. Lutwyche’s Entries and Beports, Common 

Pleas, 2 vols., 1682 — 1704 

Lut. Bog. Cus. . • • • A. J. Lutwyche’s Begistration Cases, 2 vols., 1813— 

1853 

Lynd. . • . . • • Lyndwood, Provinciale, foL, 1 vol. 

M. &S. .. •• Mauleand Selwyn’s Beports, King’s Bench 6 vols., 

1813—1817 

M. & W. . • . • 4 . Meeson and Welsby’s Beports, Exchequer, 16 vols., 

1836—1847 

Mac. & Q. • • • . Macnaghten and Gordon’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vols., 

1849—1852 

Mac. & n. • . • . Macrae and Ilertslet’s Insolvency Cases, 1 vol., 

1847—1852 

M‘Cle. .. .. M'Cleland’s Be^rts, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1824 

M Clo. & Yo. • • • . M'CIeland and Youngo’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 voL, 

1824—1825 

Macfarlaue • . . • Macfar lane’s Jury Tiials, Court of Session (Scotland), 

3 parts, 1838 — 1839 

MacL & Bob. . • . . Maclean and Bobiuson’s Scotch Appeals (House of 

Loixls), 1 vol., 1839 

Maeph. (Ct. of Soss.) . . Maepherson, Court of * Session (Scotland), 3rd series, 

11 vols., 1862—1873 

Macq. U • . . . . Macqueen’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 4 vols., 

1849—1865 

Macr. « « . , Macrory^s Patent Gases, 2 parts, 1847 — 1856 

Madd. . • Maddox’s Beports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1815—1821 

Madd. A Q. Maddock and Geldart’s Beports, Chancery, 1 vol., 

1819—1822 (Vol. VI. of Madd.) 

Madox . . Madox’s Formulare Anglicanum 

Madox, Exch. Madox’s History and ^tiquities of the Exchequer, 

2 vols. 

Man. & Q. • • , . Manning and Granger’s Beports, Common Pleas, 

7 vols., 1810 — 1845 



xxxii 


Abbreviations, 


Man. & By. (k. b.) 

• • 

Man. Ry. (m. o.) 

• • 

Alans. . . . * 

• . 

Alar. L. 0. • • 

• • 

Alarch . • . • 

• • 

Ain rr. , . . . 

Marsh. . • 

• • 

• • 

Alayn. . • • • 

• • 

Aleg. . . . • 

Aler. 

Alilw. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Mod. Rop. 

AIol. . . . . 

• ■ 

Alont. 

Mont. & A. 

• • 

• • 

Mont. A B. . . 

• • 

Mont. & Ch. . . 

« • 

Mont. D. & Do O. 

• « 

Mout. & M. .. 

• • 

!Moo. F. 0. 0. . . 

• • 

Moo. r. C. C. (X. 8.) 


Moo. lud. Ai'p. . . 

• • 

Moo. & P. 

m • 

Moo. & S. . . 


Mood. & M. 

s • 

Mood. ftp. . . 

• » 

Mood. C. C. 

• • 

Moore (k. b.) 


Moore (c. r.) 

• • 

Mor. Diet. 

s • 

iforr 

Moe 

• • 

• • 

Mui-p. ft U. 

• • 

Murr. 

• • 

My. ft Cr. 

• e 

My. ft K. 

s s 


Manning and Eyiand’a Beporia, Eing*« Bench* 
6 vole., 1827—1830 

Manning and Bjland*8 Magistrates* Cases, 3 toIs., 
1827—1830 

Manson^s Bankruptcy and Company Cases, 1893— 
(current) 

Maritime Law Reports (Crockford), 3 vols., 1860— 
1871 

March’s Reports, King's Bench and Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1639—1642 

Marriott’s Decisions, Admiralty, I vol., 1776 — 1779 
Marshall’s Reports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 1813 — 
1816 

Maynard’s Reports, Exchequer Memoranda of E<1w. 
I. and Year Books of Edw. II., Year Books, Part 1., 
1273—1326 

Megone’s Companies Acts Cases, 2 vola, 1889 — 1891 
Merivale’s Reports, Chancery, 3 rols., 1815 — 1817 
Mil ward’s Ecclesiastical Rei>ort8 (Ireland), 1 vol., 1819 
—1843 

hlodem Reports, 12 vols., 1669 — 1755 
Molloy’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 3 vols., 1808 — 
1831 

Montagu’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1829 — 1832 
Montagu and A 3 ‘rton*s Reports, Bankruptcy, 3 vols., 
1832—1838 

Montagu and Bligh’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 
1832—1833 

Montagu and Chitty’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol. 
1838—1840 

Montagu, Deacon, and De Oex’s Reports, Bank- 
ruptcy, 3 vols., 1840 — 1844 
Montagu and Macarthur’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 
1 vol., 1826—1830 

Moore’s Privy Council Cases, 15 vols., 1836 — 1863 
Mooi-e’s Pnvy Council Cases, New Series, 9 vols. 
1862—1873 

Mooi-e’s Indian Appeal Cases, Privy Council, 14 vols., 
1836-1872 

Moore and Payne’s Reports, Common Pleas, 5 vols., 
1827—1831 

Moore and Scott’s Reports, Common Pleas, 4 vols. 
1831—1834 

Moody and Malkin’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1826 
—1830 

Moody and Robinson’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 2 vols., 
183*0—1844 

Moody’s Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1824—1844 
Sir E. Moore’s Reports, Eliog’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1485—1620 

J. B. Moore’s Reports, Common Pleas, 12 vols., 1817 
—1827 

Monson’s Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 43 vols., 1532—1808 
Morrell’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 10 vols., 1884 — 1893 
Moseley’s Reports, Chancery," fol., 1 vol., 1726 — 1730 
Murphy and Hurlstone’s Remits, Exchequer, 1 vol., 
1837 

Murray’s Reports, Jury Court (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1816—1830 

Mylne and Craig’s Reports, Chanoeryt ^ vols., 1835 
—1841 

Mylne and Keen’s Reports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1833 



Abbreviations, 




uxiii 


Nel«. 

Nev. A M. (k. b.) 

Ner. * M. (m. c.) 

Nev. & P. (k. b,) 

Nev. & P. (m, c.) 

New Mag. Caa. . • 

New Pract. Cas. 

New Bep. 

New Seas. Cas. . • 

Nolan 

Notes of Cases . . 
Noy 


Nelson’s Itraorts, Chancery, 1 toI., 1625—1692 
Nevile and Manning’s Beports, King’s Bench, 6 vols., _ 
1832—1836 ^ . 

Nevile and Manning's Magistrates’ Cases, 3 vols., 
1832—1836 

Nevile and Perry’s Beports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 
1836—1838 

Nevile and Perry’s Magistrates’ Cases, 1 voL, 1836 — 
1837 

New Magistrates’ Cases (Bittleston, Wise and 
ParnellJ, 2 vols., 1844 — 1848 
New Practice Cases (Bittleston and Wise), 3 vols., 
1844—1 848 

Now Beports, 6 vols., 1862 — 1863 
New Sessions Magistrates’ Cases (Carrow, Hamer- 
ton, Allen, etc.), 4 vols., 1844 — 1851 
Nolan’s Magistrates’ Cases, 1 vol., 1791 — 1793 
Notes of Cases in the Ecclesiastical and Maritime 
Courts, 7 vols., 1841 — 1850 
Noy’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1558 — 1619 


O. BriJg. 
O’M. & n. 
Owen 


Sir Orlando Bridgman’s Beports, Common Pleas, 
1 vol., 1660— 16(>6 

O’Malley and Hardcastle’s Election Cases, 1869 — 
(current) 

Owen’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
foL, 1 vol., 1557 — 1614 


P. (preceded by date) 

P. D 

P, Wms. . . 

Palm. • • 

Park. • • « • 

Pat. App. 

Pater. App 
Peake 

Peake, Add. Cas. 
Peck. 

Per, A Dav. 

Per. & Kn. 

I’h. 

Phil. El. Cas. 
Phillim. . . 

Phillim. Eccl. J ud. 

Vis AH. 


Law Beports, Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion, since 1890 (c.^r., [1891] P.) 

Law Beports, Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion, 15 vols., 1875 — 1890 

Peere Williams’ Beports, Chancery and King’s 
Bench, 3 vols., 1695 — 1735 

Palmer’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1619 — 
1629 

Parker’s Beports, Exchequer, fol., 1 vol., 1743 — 
1766 

Baton’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 6 vola, 
1726—1822 

Paterson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols., 
1851—1873 

Peake’s Beports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1790 — 1794 

Peake’s Additional Cases, Nisi Prius, 1 voh, 1795— 
1812 

Peck well’s Election Cases, 2 vols., 1803 — 1804 

Perry and Davison’s Beports, Queen’s Bench, 4 vols., 
1838—1841 

Perry and Knapp’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1833 

Phillips’ Beport^ Chancery, 2 vols., 1841 — 1849 

Philipps’ Election Cases, 1 vol., 1780 

J. Phillimore’s Ecclesiastical Beports, 3 vols., 1754 — 
1821 

Sir R. Phillimoro’s Ecclesiastical Judgments, 1 voL, 
1867—1875 

Pigott and Bod well’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1843 


Pitc. 

Piowd. 

Poll, 

Poph, 


Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials (Scotland), 3 vols., 1488— 
1624 

Plowden’s Beports, fol., 2 vols., 1550 — 1579 
Follexfeu’s Beports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 toI., 1670 
—1682 

Popham’s Beports, King’s Bench, foL, t vol., 1591^ 
1627 



Abbreviatioks. 


xxxiv 


Pow. B. & D Power, Bodwell, and Dew’s Election Oases, 2 to1s«, 

^ ^ 1848—1856 

Prec. Oh Precedents in Chancery, foL, 1 toI., 1689 — 1722 

Price ^ . . • • . Price’s Eeports, Exchequer, 13 yols., 1814 — 1824 


Q B. . • . . - . Queoirs Bench Eeports (Adolphus and Ellis, New 

Series), 18 vols., 1841—1852 

Q. 13. fprccodcd hy date) Law Eeporfs, Queen's Bench Division, 1391 — 1901 

(e.g., [1891] 1 Q. B.) 

Q. B. D. . . . . . . Law Eeports, Queen’s Bench Division, 25 vols., 

1875—1890 


E. 

E. (Ct of Sess ) . . 

E, r. 0. . . 

E. 11. 

E. S. C. . . 

East. 

Eayn. 

Eeal Prop. Cas. 
Eop. Ch. . . 

Rick. & M. 

Rick. & S. • • 

Eidg. iej)7p. II. . . 


Eidg. L. & S. 

Eidg. Pari. Rep. 

Rob. Eccl. 

Rob. L. & W. . . 

Robert. App. 

Robin. App, 

Roll. Abr. , , 
Roll. Eep. 

Rom. 

Rose 

Boss, L. C. 

Eowe 

Eul. Cas. 

Russ. 

Russ. AM. 

Russ. & Hy. 

Ey. & Cun. Cas. 

Ey. & Can. Tr. Cas. 
Ey. AM. 


,, The Reports, 15 vols., 1893 — 1895 
• • Eettie, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 4ih series, 
25 vols., 1873—1898 

• , Reports of Patent Cases, 1884 — (current) 

. , Revised Eeports 
• . Rules of the Supreme Court 
Rost ell's Entries 

EaynePs Tithe Cases, 3 vols., 1575 — 1782 
Ee^ Propei*ty Cases, 2 vols., 18-43 — 1847 
Reports in Chancery, fol., 3 vola, 1615 — 1710 
Rickards and Michaers Locus Standi Reports, 1 voL, 
1885— 1S89 

. . Rickards and Saunders’ Locus Standi Eeports, 1 vol., 
1800—1894 

.. Ridgeway’s Rc^ports, temp. Uardwicko, 1 vol., King’s 
E^nch, 1733 — 173G; Chancery, 1744 — 1746. 
Ridgeway, I-rfipp. and Schoalos’ Reports (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1793 — 1705 

. . Ridgeway’s Parliamentary Eeports (Ireland), 3 vols., 
1784—1796 

. . Robertson’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 2 vols., 1 814 — 1 853 
. . Roberts, looming, and Wallis’ New County Court 
Cases, 1 vol., 1849 — 1851 

. . Rol>ertson’8 Scotch Appeals, Uouse of Lords, 1 %'ol., 
1709- 1727 

. . Robinson’s Scotch Appeals, Uouse of Lords, 2 vols., 
1840—1841 

. . Rolle's Abiidgmont of tbo Common Law, fob, 2 vols. 

. . Rolle’s Reports, King's Bench, fol. , 2 vols. ,161 4 — 1 625 
,. Romillj-’s Notes of Coses in Equity, 1 paii, 1772 — 
1787 

.. Rose's Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 1810—1810 
. . Ross's I^ioading Cases in Commercial Law (England 
and Scotland), 3 vols. 

. . Rowe's Reports (England and Ireland), 1 vol., 1798— 

1823 

. . Campbell's Ruling Cases, 25 vols. 

. . Russell's Eeports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1824 — 1829 

• • Russell and mylno’s Bepoils, ChancerjS 2 vols., 1829 

—1833 

• . Russell and Ryan’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 voL, 
1800-1823 

.. Railway and Canal Cases, 7 vols., 1835 — ^1854 
. . Railway ami Canal Tratlic Cases, 1855 — (current) 

• • Ryan and Moody’s Eeports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1823 

—1820 


e. 0 

B. C. (preceded by date) 


Same Case 

Court of Session Cases (Scotland), since 1900 (e.e., 
[1908] S. C.) 

Sol icitor-Oenoi^ 

Salkeld’e Beports, Bing’s Bench, 3 vols., 1689 — 1712 
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Sau. & So. 

• • 

• • 

Saund. . . 
Sound. A A. 

• a 

• # 

• • 

• • 

Sound. & B. 

• • 

. . 

Saund. & C. 

• • 

• • 

Sound. & M. 

. • 

. • 

Sot. 

« s 

• • 

Say. 

e • 

« • 

Sc. Jur. . . 
Sc. L. K. 

• • 

• • 

• e 

• • 

Sch. & IjoL 

• m 

• • 

Sc. Jl.ll... 

• • 

• • 

Scott 

• « 

• • 

Scott (n'. n.) 

• • 

• • 

Sea. d Sm. 

. • 

• • 

Sel. Cos. Ch. 

• • 

« • 

Seas. Cas. (k. 

»•) 

• • 

Sh. & Mad. 

« • 

• • 

Sh. (CL of SiM 

38.) 

• • 

Sh. Dig. . . 

• • 

• • 

Sh. J ust. . . 

• • 

• • 

Sh. Sc. App. 

• • 

• • 

Sh. Toind Ct. 

• • 

• • 

Shep. Toucli. 

• • 

« • 

Show. 



Show. Pail. Cos. 


Sid. 

• « 


Sim. 

Sim. (N. B.) 

• • 

• • 

. . 

* . 

Sim. & St. 

. . 

a . 

Skin. 

. . 

. « 

Sm. & Bat. 

. « 

• • 

Sm. & G. . . 

• • 

• • 

Smith, K. B. 

• • 

• m 

Smith, L. 0. 


• • 

Smith, Hag. Cas. 

• • 

Smythe .. 

• • 

• • 


Sausse and Scully’s Ileports^ Bolls Court (Ireland), 

1 voL, 1837—1840 * 

Saunders’s Beports, King’s Bench, 2 yols«i 1666 — 1672 
Saunders and Austin’s Locus Standi Beports, 2 vols., 

1895—1904 

Saunders and Bidder’s Locus Standi Beports, 1005 — 
(current) * 

Saunders and Cole’s Beports, Bail Court, 2 vols., 1846 
—1848 

Saunders and Macrae’s County Courts and Insolvency 
Cases (County Courts Cases and Appeals, Vols. ll. 
and III.), 2 vols., 1852—1858 
Savile’s Beports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1580 — 
1591 

Sayer’s Beports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1751 — 
1756 

Scottish Jurist, 46 vols., 1829 — 1873 
Scottish Law Beporter, 1865 — (current) 

Schoales and Lefroy’s Beports, Chancery (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1802—1806 
Scots Bevised Beports 

Scott’s Beports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1834 — 1840 
Scott’s New Beports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1840 — 
1845 

Searle and Smith’s Beports, Probate and Divorce, 

1 voL, 1859—1860 

Select Cases in Chancery, foL, 1 vol., 1085 — 1698 
(Pt. III. of Cos. in Ch.) 

Sessions Settlement Coses, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 
1710—1747 

Shaw and Maclean’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 

3 vols., 1835 — 1838 

Shaw, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 1st series, 
16 vols., 1821—1838 

P. Shaw’s Digest of Decisions (Scotland), ed. by Boll 
and Lamond, 3 vols, 1720 — 1868 
P. Shaw’s Justiciary Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1819—1831 

P. Shaw’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vcls., 
1821—1824 

P. Shaw’s Toind Court Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol., 
1821—1831 

Sheppard’s Touchstone of Common Assurances 
Shower’s Beports, King’s Bench, 2 vola, 1678 — 1695 
Shower’s Coses in Porlixunont, fol., 1 vol., 1694 — 1699 
Siderfin’s Beports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, foL, 2 vols., 1657 — 1670 
Simons’ Beports, Chancery, 17 vols., 1826 — 1852 
Simons’ Reports, Chancery, New Series, 2 
1850—1852 

Simons and Stuart’s Beports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1822 
—1826 

Skinner’s Beports, King s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1681— 
1697 

Smith and Batty’s Beports, King’s Bench (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1824—1825 

Smale and Gifford’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1852 
—1858 

J. P. Smith’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1803— 
1806 

Smith’s Leading Cases, 2 vols. 

C. L. Smith’s Itogistration Cases, 1895 — (current) 
Smythe’s Beports, Common Pleas (Ireland), 1 voL, 
1839—1840 



xxxvi Abbreviatioxs. 

Sol. Ja Solicitors* Journal^ 1 85G— (current) 

Spinks .. .. .. Spinks* Prise Court Cases, 2 parte, 185-1 — 1858 

Stair Rep. .. . Stair’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland}, foL, 

2 vols., 1661—1681 

Stork. . . . . • • Starkie’s Reports, Nisi Prius, S vols., 1814 — 1823 

State Tr. . . . . . . State Trials, 34 vols., 1163 — 1820 

State Tr. (n. s.). . * . • State Trials, New Series, 8 vols., 1820 — 1858 

Stra. Strange's Reports, 2 vols., 1716 — 1747 

Stu. M. & P. . . • . Stuart, Milne, and Peddie's Reports (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1851—1863 

Sir. •• •• •• Style’s Reports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 voL, 1646-^ 

1655 

Sw. . . • • . . Swabey’s Rerorts, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1855 —1859 

Sw. & Tr. . . . . S wabey and IVistmm’s Reports, Prolate and Divorce, 

4 vols., 1858—1865 

Swan. . • . • . . Swanston’s Reports, Chancery, 3 vols., 1818 — 1821 

Swin. . • . • • . Swinton’s Justiciary Reports (Gotland), 2 vols., 1835 

—1841 

Syme .• •• •. Syme’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 1 vol., 1826 — 

1820 

T. AM. .. •• •• Temple and Mow’s Criminal Appeal Cases, 1 vol., 

1848—1851 

T. Jo. .. .. •. Sir T. Jones’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 

Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1669 — 1684 

T. L. R. . . . . . . The Times Law Reports, 1884— rcurrent) 

T. Ray in. . . • . Sir T. Raymond’s Reports, King' s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 

1660—1683 

Taml, .. .. Tamlyn’s Reports, Rolls Court, 1 vol., 1829 — 1830 

Taunt .. .. .. Taunton’s Reports, Common Pleas, 8 vols., 1807— 

1819 

Tax Cus. , . .. .. Tux Cases, 1875 — (current) 

Tei-m Rej). • . , , Term Reports (Diuiiford and East), fol., 8 vols., 1785 

— 1800 

Toth. . . . . . . Tothill’s Transactions in Chancery, 1 vol., 1559 — 1646 

Trist . . Tristram’s Consistory Judgments, 1 vol., 1873 — 1892 

Tudor, L. C. Merc. Law Tudor’s Leading Coses on Mercantile and Maritime 

Law 

Tudor, L. C. Real Prop. . . Tudor’s Leading Cases on Beal Property 

Turn. A R. . . . . Turner and Russell’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1822 

—1825 

Tyr. .. , . Tyrwhitt’s Reports, Exchequer, 5 vols., 1830 — 1836 

Tyr. A Or. .. Tyrwhitt and Granger’s Reports, Exchequer, I voL, 

1835—1836 

Taugh Vaughan’s Roj>orts, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol. 1660 

—1673 

Vent. .. ,, .. Ventris’ Reports (Vol. I., King’s Bench; VoL IL, 

Common Bleas), fol., 2 vols., 1668 — 1691 
Vern. Vernon’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1680 — 1719 

Veru. A Scr. .. .. Vernon and Scriven’s Reports, King's Bench (Ire* 

land), 1 vol., 1786—1788 

Ves. Vosey J un.’s Reports, Chance^, 19 vols., 1789 — 181 7 

Ves. A B. « . . . Vesey and Boames’s ]^porte. Chancery, 3 vols., 1812 

—1814 

Vos. Sen. Vesey Sen. ’s Reports, 2 vols., 1747 — 1756 

Vin. Abr. . , , Viner’s Abridgment of Law and Equity, fol., 22 vols. 

\ m. Su] >p. . , , Supplement to Viner’s Abridgment of Law and 

Equity, G vols. 

W. Jo. •• Sir W. Jones’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 

„ ^ , , . , . ^ Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1620—1640 

W. N. (preceded by date) Notes, 1866— (current) (e.fu 



Abbreviatioxs. 


xxxvii 


W. R. •• •• Weekly Reporter, 54 Vols., r^52— 100(1 

Wullia .. .. WjiIHs^s liejwts, Chancery (IrelauJ), 1 vol , 17GG — 

1 4 01 

Web. Pat. Cna. . . .. Webster’s Patent Cases, 2 vols., 1C02 — 1855 

Welsh, Peg. Uas. .. Welsh’s lle^stiy Cases (Irelaiul), I vol., 1832 — 1810 

Went. Off. Jix. . . . . Wentworth^ Office and Duty of hlxecutors 

West . . . . • . West’s Reports, House of Jiords, 1 vol., 1839 — 1811 

West fsTup. Hard. , . West’s Reports fewi/). llardwicke» Chancery, 1 vol., 

1736—1740 

West. Tithe Cos. .. Western’s London Tithe Cases, 1 vol., 1502 — 1822 
White .. .. .. White’s Justiciaiy Reports (Gotland), 3 vols., 188G 

— 1893 

White & Tud. L. 0. . . White and Tudor’s Loading Cases in "Equity, 2 vols. 

Wight. .. .. .. Wight wick’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1810 — 1811 

Will. Woll. & Dav. . . WiTlmoro, Wollaston, and Davison’s Reports, Queen’s 

Bench and Bail Court, 1 vol., 1837 

Will. Woll. & LL . . Willmore, Wollaston, and Hodges’ Reports, Queen’s 

Bench and Bail Court, 2 vols., 1838 — 1830 
Willes .. .. .. Willes’ Reports, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1737 — 1758 

Wilin. .. •• .. Wilmot’s Notes of Opinions and Judgments, 1 voL, 

1757—1770 

Wils. . . . . . . G. Wilson’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 

Pleas, fol., 3 vols., 1742 — 1774 

Wils. & S. . . . . Wilson and Shaw’s Scotch Ax^peals, House of Lords, 

7 vols., 1825 — 1835 

Wils. (cn.) . . . . J. Wilson’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1818 — 1819 

Wils. (EX.) •• .. J. Wilson’s Reports, Exchequer in Elquity, 1 part, 

1817 

Win. •• .. .. Winch’s Reports, Common Pleas, foL, 1 vol., 1621 — 

1625 

Wm. Bl. . . . • . . William Blackstono^^s Reports, King’s Bench and 

Common Pleas, fol., 2 vols., 1746 — 1779 
Wm. Rob. • • • • William Robinson’s Reports, Admimlty, 3 vols., 1838 

—1850 

Wins. Saund. . . . . Williams’ Notes to Saunders’ Reports, 2 vols. 

Wolf, d: B. • • . • Wolferstan and Bristowe’s Eloction Cases, 1 voh, 

1859—1864 

Wolf. & D. • • • . Wolferstan and Dow’s Eloction Cases, 1 vol., 1857 — 

1858 

Woll. • • • • • . Wollaston’s Reports, Bail Court and Practice, 1 vol., 

1840—1841 

Wood •• •• .. Wood’s Tithe Cases, Exchequer, 4 vols., 1650 — 1798 

Y. & C. Ch. Caa. . . Youngo and Collyer’s Reports, Chancery Coses, 

2 vols., 1841—1843 

Y. & C. (ex.) . • • • Younge and Collyer’s Reports, Exchequer in Equity, 

4 vols., 1834 — 1812 

Y. &J. •• •• •• Younge and Jervis’ Reports, Exchequer, 3 vols., 

1826—1830 

Y. B. , . • • . . Year Books 

Yolv. •• •• •• Yelverton’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1602 

—1613 

You. • • • , • • Younge’s Rejiorts, Exchequer in Equity, 1 voL. 1830 

—1832 
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2 Tien. 8. 

3 Eclw. 1, c. 4. 

13 Kilw. 1» c. 5. 

34 Edw. 1. 

34 Edw. 1, btat. 5, c. 1. 
17 Edw. 2, atat. 1, c. 11. 
1 Edw. 3, 8tat. 1, c. 8. 

fitat. 2, c. 1. 

slat. 2, c. 8. 

8 Edw. 3, slat. 2, c. 1. 

25 Edw. 3, stat. 5, c. 2. 

c. 7. 

7 llic. 2, c. 3. 

22 Edw. 4, c. 6. 

c. 7. 

6 lien. 8, c. 15. 

23 Hcii. 8, c. 5. 


27 Hen. 8, c. 11. 

c. 24. 

81 lien. 8, c. 10. 


82 lien. 8y c. 9. 

c. 13. 
c. 84. 
c. 35. 

1 Edw. 6, c. 12. 

3 & 4 Eilw. G, c. 4. 

c. 8. 

5 Edw. 6, c. 16. 
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5 Eliz. c. 18. 

31 Eliz. c. G. 

21 Juc. 1. c. 16. 

c. 23. 
C.25. 
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184 

182 


PAO« 

(Forest Ch.nrter, 1217), s. 8 . • • • • • 183 

(Statute of Westminster the First, 1275) . • • 210 

(Statute of Westminster the Second, 1285} . . .19 

(Do Conjunctiira Feoffatis of Joint Tenants, 130G) . 182 

(“ Ordinatio Forc8tiB,’M30G) .... 183,184 

(Statute “ Prerogativa Uegis *’) . . . . .215 

(Procedure in Forest Offences, 1327) . . . . 134 

(Coiifiniiation of Magna Carta and Carta do Foresta, 

1327) . 

(T>eau«iileadcr) 

(Confirmation of Magna Carta and Carta do Foresta, 

1327) 

(Treason Act, 1351) 

(Keepers of Forests (Rule), 1350-2) • • 

(Forest Juries (Procedure), 1383) • • • 

(An Act for Swans, 1482-3) .... 

(Iiiclosurc of Woods in Forests, 1482-3) 

(Second Letters Patent (Avoidance), 1514-15) 

(Commissions of Sewers, 1581-2} • 
s. 2 

(Clerks of the Signet and Privy Seal, 1535) . 

8. 5. ....... 

(Judicial Prerogatives of the Crown in Counties Palatine 
and elsewhere, 1535), s. 3 • 

(Lords Precedence Act, 1539) — 

8. 4. • .• • « « « • 

8.8. . • . . • . . 

(Juries Act. 1540), s. 3 

(Breed of Horses (Improvement) Act, 1540). 

(Grantors of Reversions and Legos' Conditions, 

( Forest Justices' and Deputies, 1540) . • 

(Treasons and Felonies (Uei>eal) Act, 1547), s. 5 
(Crown Lands, 1549) 


(Commissions of Sewers (Continuance) Act, 1549), 120, 121 


8 . 2 

(Sale of Offices Act, 1551) .... 
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Trial by Jury . 


Eates and Eating. 
Eevenue. 

Eoyal Forces. 

Sheriffs and Bailiffs. 
Eevenue ; and titles passim* 
Eoyal Forces. 

Juries 


Part VI. — The Crown and the .Executive. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Delegation of the Executive Powers of the Crown. 

1. The exercise of the executive powers vested in the The Govern- 
Sovereign (o) is delegated in practice to the various political officers 
who compose the ministry or Government, certain of whom are the 
heads of the principal Government offices or departments of state, 
and to Government offices having no political heads, and whose staff 
is composed of permanent members of the Civil Service. The mem- 
bers of the ministry are appointed by the Crown, upon the nomina- 
tion of the Prime Minister or Premier (fc). 

The general policy of the executive Government in matters The Cabinet, 
such as declarations of peace and war, treaties, the government of 
the colonies and dependencies, and all important questions (c), as 
also the general scope and character of the legislation to be 
initiated by the party in power, is determined by the smaller 
group of ministers known as the Cabinet (d), whesa functions as a 
body are purely consultative and advisory, and whose advice in 
executive matters the Sovereign must, generally, accept (e). 

ia) See Vol. VL, p. 375. 

i6) As to the ministry mnemUy, see pp. 34 et seq., post. 

(c) As to the power ol deciding what matters hewme Cabinet questions, see 
p. 44, post. 

(d) As to the composition, functions, and origin of this bodv, see pp. 41 
et seq., post. 

(e) As to the power of the Crown to reject the advice of the Cabinet , see 
note (n), p. 7, post. 
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Sect. 1 . Details of the executive administration and the ordinary 
In General, routine work of the executive are left to the various Government 
— offices and departments (/), supervised and controlled, in the case 
of such of them as are political departments (<;), by individual 
ministers. 

Councils of 2. other titular councils of the Ci'own are Parliament itself (/<). 

tho Crown, peers, either collectively or individually (0, the judges, in matters 
of law (A), and the Privy Council, whose functions are now, how- 
ever, purely executive, except where it acts in the form of 
committees (/). 

Conrcntlonal 3. The rules relating to the choice and appointment of the 
ministry and the Cabinet, and those which govern the relations of 
the latter with the Crown, the Prime Minister, and Parliament,' 
depend upon conventional usages which have come to be regarded 
as constitutional necessities ; but though necessary to be observed 
in order to ensure the harmonious co-operation of the Legislature 


(/) As to the departments of state, see pp. 79 et aeq., 

(q) Namely, the departments whose heads retire from office upon a change of 
ministry. 

(//) l^he existence of the Cabinet as a council of tho Crown was entirely 
ignored by lilackstone and the earlier commentators. Parliament is the titular 
council of the Crown in legislative matters, and all laws are still enactcnl in the 
name of the Sovereipi, by and with the advice and consent of l*arliament (see 
Vol. YL, p. 388). The Houses of Parliamout also exercise advisory functions,* 
by means of an address to tho Crown, as to the dismissal of officers holding 
office during good behaviour (see p. 22, post) ; and tho House of Commons has 
on some occasions addressed the Crown as to the appointment of a ministry 
(see p. 35, post). 

(i) Instances of consultations by tho Crown with tho peers collectively have 
not occuiTod in modern time.**, and the functions of the House of Lords in this 
respect have long remained dormant. Black stone gives instances of writs 
issued to tho peers by Charles L in 1640, and of tho consultations with tho 
peers held by James ll. before his abdication and by tho Prince of Orange 
prior to his acceptance of the crown (1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 228). An earlier 
instance occurs m the reign of Henry IV., when the peers were made the 
advisory council with regard to exchanges of land by the Crown (see 2 Co. Inst. 
110). The right of individual access to the Sovereign still exists, and may 
exercised at any time f see title Pakliament). The fact that the Hugh Spencers, 
father and son, who ootained ascendency over Edward II., denied the right of 
access to the Sovereign, except in their presence, and with regard to such 
matters as they thought lit, was one of the grounds for their impeachment and 
banishment (see 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 229 ; 4 Co. Inst. 63). 

(k) On the meeting of a new Parliament writs are issued by the Crown Office 
to all the judges of the Supreme Court (except such of them as hold ordinary 
peerages, who receive writs of summons to the House of TiOrds in the usual 
form ; see title Paiiliament), and to the Attorney and Solicitor General, “to 
attend with us and the rest of our council to treat and give your advice.’* The 
King 8 ancient serjeant is also so summoned when there is an occupant of that 
office, which is now never the case. As to the degree of Serjeant-at-Law, see 
title Baruistehs, Vol. II., p. 358. Members of the Privy Council may also, 
it seems, bo so summoned (see Parliamentary Paper, No. 212 of 1901 ; Lords’ 
Standing Orders, Nos. G, 7 ; and title Paiiliament). 

(0 Privy Council was originally tho princi]>al advisory council of the 
Crown, and the Cabinet was in its inception, and is still in some sense, a 
committee of that body, which was found too large and cumbersome for 
practical (see note (m), p. 4 1 , post). As to tho composition and present 

luncUons of the Privy Council, see p. 61, * 
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and tho Executive, they do not form substantive law recognised and 
enforced by the courts (m). 

4. The personal functions of tbe Sovereign in the actual 
administration of the executive are now restricted principally to 
attaching his signature to the various executive documents, the 
nature and general policy of which have been previously determined 
by individual ministers or the Cabinet (h). Nominally he may 


(m) As to the legal non-cxistenco of the Prime Minister and the Cabinet, see 
note (^h), p. G, ante, and note (m), p. 41, post. Conventional usage depends for its 
sanction, ortho authority which enforces its observance, upon the jiower of Par- 
liament to obstruct the machinery of government by refusing to grant supplies, 
or to pass the necessary annual Acts, thus rendering the conduct of the execulivo. 
government impossible without contravention oi substantive law. The con- 
ventional rules and doctrines as at present accepted are the result of a gradual 
process of evolution since tho revolution of 1688. They are directed principally 
to bringing the conduct of the executive under tho control of Parliament ani 
fixing responsibility for every executive act of the Sovereign (whose person, 
being inviolable, cannot be made resi^onsible, see p. 373, a7ite), either upon the 
Cabinet as a whole, or upon individual ministers, thus ensuring the expendi- 
ture of tho public money conformably to tho wishes of Parliament. The 
evolution of tho present doctrines relating to tho Cabinet falls into three main 
periods : (1) tho formation and ultimate recognition by Parlianiont of the smaller 
group of ministers, or committee of tho Privy Council, known successively 
under the names of tho Junto, Cabal, and Cabinet (see note (m)» j). 41, post), to 
form the principal advisory council, chosen arbitrarily by tho Crown, and 
meeting informally, under tho immediate presidency and control of the 
Sovereign, during tho period from 1G88 to tho reign of George I. ; (2) tho dis- 
appearance of tho Sovereign from meetings of tho council under George I. and 
the succeeding Hanoverian kings, and the consequent ascendency of the Prime 
Minister and complete ministerial responsibility to Parliament; (3) tho entire 
dependence of the executive upon the parliamentary majority subsequently to tho 
Peform Act of 1832, and the consequent necessity for the choice of ministers from 
amongst the pai’ty possessing a majority. The main features of those periods 
are given in the notes to the following section. 

(n) Tho withdrawal of tho Sovereign from an active part in executive matters 
dates from the accession of George I. (see Hallam, Constitutional Ilistorj", 
Vol. III., p. 388 ; Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., p, 1 15; and note (e), 
p. 4 5, post). Attempts on the part of the Sovereign to revive the personal influence 
are viewed unfavourably by Parliament (see Mr. Dunning’s famous motion, caiTied 
in the reign of George IIL, “ that the influence of the Crown has increased, is 
increasing, and ought to be diminished ” (Cobbott, Parliamentary Uistory, 
Vol. XXL, p. 340) ). The Crown ought not to attempt to influence the actions of 
executive officers without seeking and acting upon tho advice of the minister 
responsible to Parliament. Thus, when George IV. wished to influence tlie Lord 
Lieutenant of Ii*eland in exercising the prerogative of mercy, it was pointed out 
by Sir Robert Pool, then Ilome Secretary, that the advice of the responsible 
minister must first be asked, and the Crown gave way (see Anson, Law and 
Custom of tho Constitution, 3rd od., Vol. n,,p.44); otherwise George IV. docs not 
appear to have interfered in administrative matters (Todd, Parliamentary Govern- 
ment, Vol. I., p. 181). The private correspondence of tho Sovereign with foreign 
Sovereigns or ministers ought, it is said, to bo disclosed to tho Prime Minister or 
the Foreign Secretary if touching on political questions, and was habitually so 
disclosed by Queen Victoria and the Prince Consort (Anson, Law and Custom of 
the Constitution, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p.43). Butin payingformal visits of state to the 
crowned heads of foreign nations the King is not necessarily accompanied by tho 
Foreign Secretary or any member of the Cabinet, though such visits are jealously 
I'Ogarded by Parliament (see the questions in the House of Commons as to therecent 
visit to the Tsar of Russia, Parliamentary Debates, 4th series, Vol. CLXXXIX. 
pp. 963, 9G5, 966, 1118, 1119, 1262, 1290, 1570, 1571). But though it is notreason! 
able that the Sovereign, who is often connected by ties of relationship with the 

ILL.— TII, T. 


Sect. 1. 
In General. 

Position of 

Uio Rovftrpi^ 
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Constitutional Law. 


‘ 8mt. 1, 
In G«neraL 


Pabl!« 

documents. 


Orders in 
Council 


dismiss the ministry, dissolve or prorogue Parliament, or with- 
hold his assent to Bills, when he pleases, but in practice the 
occasions upon which these prerogatives may be exercised in a 
constitutional manner are suiBciently clearly defined (o), since 
these powers form the constitutional checks by which conformability 
in executive and legislative matters to the wishes of the House of 
Commons, and ultimately of the electorate, is ensured (p). In the 
impartial exercise of these prerogatives, as also in his position as 
permanent head of the executive, in whom the various threads of 
the administration are centred, and as the representative of the 
national power and dignity, independent of and above the changes 
and intrigues of party government, the true significance and 
importance of the Sovereign as a constitutional monarch are to be 
found. 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Executive Documentt. 

5. The wishes or commands of the Crown in matters intrusted 
to its executive authority either by the common or statute law are 
made known to the nation, or to the individuals particularly con- 
cerned, by means of various documents, which are either (1) Orders 
in Council ; (2) warrants, commissions, or orders under the sign 
manual; or (8) proclamations, writs, letters patent, letters close, 
charters, grants, and other documents under the Great Seal. 

6. Orders in Council are the general medium by which the 
manifold statutory powers conferred upon the Crown are exer- 
cised (j), though they may also bo employed in expressing the 
wishes of the Crown with regard to matters falling within its 
discretionary authority by virtue of the prerogative (r). They are 
formulated by the various ministers or departments concerned 
with the particular matter to which the Orders relate, and their 
general policy is determined by the Cabinet («) ; they are expressed 

heads of foreign nations, should never meet the latter except in the presence of a 
Cabinet minister (see <hid,y per Mr. Asquith, at p. 15711 the political wishes or 
intentions of the Sovereign ought to be fully disclosed to his ministers, since 
it is unconstitutional for lum to take independent action in foreign politics (see 
Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 43) ; and a 
minister cannot escape responsibility for any independent action which may be 
taken by the Crown. See tne impeadiment of Lord Somers in 1701 for causing 
the Great Seal to be affixed to the partition treaties concluded by William UL 
in 1G98 and 1699 without lawful warrant and without communicating the same 
to the Lords Justices and the Privy Council {Samera* (Lord) Caae (1701], 14 
State Tr. 250, 253, 254). The constitutional procedure, semhlcj in cose oi the 
insistence of the Crown, would be for the ministry to tender their resignation. 
On two occasions Lord Hardwicke, L.O., refused to affix the Great Seal to treaties 
when requested to do so by George 11. (see Todd, Parliamentary Government, 
Vol. I., p. 42; Harris, Life of Hardwicke, Vol. II., pp. 59, 369). 

. (o) See Vol. VI., p. 390, and p. 49, po$L 

(p) Thus, the power of dismssal at any moment enables the Crown to 
prevent the adoption of measures distasteful to the House of Commons, whilst 
the power of dissolving Parliament, or of withholding assent to Bills, may 
be similarly exercised in upholding the wishes of the electorate. 

(n) For the various matters to which such Orders relate, see the Statutory 
Buies and Orders. 

(r) -E.y., legislation for Crown colonics, regulations with regard to trade and 
commerce in time of war, etc. 

(«) See p. 6, ante. 
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to bo made by the Sovereign by and with the advice of the Privy ** , 

Council at meetings of the latter, which are held at such times as In UMw aL 
the exigencies of public business require, and are signed by the 
Clerk of the Council (1). 

7. Orders, warrants, and commissions under the sign manual The sigu 
are used under the powers conferred by the common or_ statute 

law, and relate to a variety of matters, such as the appointment 
of executive officers (a), and the authorisation of the performance 
of executive acts (b). 

In some cases the sign manual, warrant, or order requires the 
addition of one of the secretarial seals (c) ; but it is said that there 
are grants under the sign manual which pass through certain 
offices, such as the Admiralty and Treasury, without the confirma- 
tion of the signet, or of the Great or the Privy Seal (d). Where such 
confiianation is not necessary, sign manual documents are usually 
required to be countersigned by a Secretary of State or other 
responsible minister or ministers (c). 

As from the date of the Union with Scotland Act, 1706, the Scottish seaU 
Privy Seal, signet, casset (casket) signet of the Justiciary Court, 
quarter seal, and seals of courts then used in Scotland were directed 
to be continued, but were to be altered and adapted to the state of 
the Union as the Sovereign should think fit. The seals and the 
keepers of them are to bo subject to regulations made by 
Parliament (/). 

8. In case of the illness, insanity, or absence of the Sovereign, Validation, 
various expedients have been resorted to in order to give validity to 
documents which require the royal signature (ff). 


ff) As to the Privy Council gonerally, see p. 51, post 

(a) the Govonior-Gencral of India and the Governors and Advocates- 
Oeneral of the several presidencies appointed by sign manual warrant under 
the Government of India Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 106), s. 29; see also p. 21, 
2 ) 08 t The Governors of colonies are appointed by commission under the sign 
manual and signet. First commissions in the army and navy are granted 
under the sign manual and second secretarial seal (see Anson, Law and Custom 
of the Constitution, 3rd od., Vol. II., p. 52). 

(b) E,g»f warrants for affixing the Great Seal to executive documents, counter- 
signed by the necessary minister (see p. 11, post ) ; pardons, countersigned by a 
Secretary of State (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 28, s. 13) (see Vol. VI., p. 405) ; orders for 
the issue of public money by the Treasury, countersigned by two or more of 
the Treasury Commissioners (Exchequer and Audit Departments Act, 1806 
(29 & 30 Viet. c. 39), s. 14) ; orders for the execution by decapitation of persons 
convicted of treason (see Vol. VL, p. 352). 

See the instances in note («), supra. 

(tt) 2 BL Com., 14th ed., 347. The use of the Privy Seal is now no longer 
necessary in any case, 

^e) See the instances given in note (5), supra. 

(/) Union with Scotland Act, 1706 (6 Ann. c. 11; 5 Ann. o. 8, Buff.), 
art. 24. 

{o) absence of the Sovereign abroad, lords justices were formerly 

frequently commissioned, but that is generally no longer necessary, owing to 
the more rapid means of communication. For the occasions on which com* 
missions have been issued, and the form of commission and instructions used in 
1719, see Commons’ Journal, Vol. XLIV., pp. 37—42 ; and see Vol. VT.,p. 377, 
note {kj. On the insanity of George III. in 1811 the Lords and Commons passed 
resolutions that it was expedient and necessary for letters patent in iHe form 
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. Sect. 1. 
In General. 

U8C of the 
Great Seal 
of the 
United 
Kingdom. 


As to Ireland. 


Use of the 
seal in 
Scotland. 


Use of the 
Great Seal of 
Ireland. 


Aiithoritj for 
•ealing. 


9. SInoo the date of the Union with Scotland fnamely, the let 
May, 1707) it is exjjressly provided that the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom (It) is to be used for sealing writs to elect and 
summon the Parliament of Great Britain, and for sealing all 
treaties with foreign princes and States, and all public acts, 
instruments, and orders of State which concern the whole United 
Kingdom (now including Great Britain and Ireland) and in all 
other matters relating to England as the Great Seal of England 
was used prior to the date of the Union (i). 

10. Since the date of the Union with Ireland (namely, the_ 1st 
January, 1801) it is also expressly provided that proclamations 
for causing the return of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and Commons who are to serve in Parliament on the part of 
Ireland, and writs to the Chancellor of Ireland on a vacancy 
occurring in the number of the Irish representative peers of 
Ireland, directing him to cause the election of a new representa- 
tive peer, shall be issued under the Great Seal of the United 
Kingdom (j). 

11. As from the date of the Union with Scotland a seal is 
directed to be always kept in Scotland and made use of in all 
things relating to private rights or grants which usually passed the 
Great Seal of Scotland (prior to the Union), and which only 
concern olBces, grants, commissions, and private rights within that 
kingdom (A). 

12. Except where it is otherwise expressly provided by the 
articles of union (namely, in the manner slated above), as from the 
date of the Union the Great Seal of Ireland may be used in like 
manner as before the Union, if the Sovereign so thinks fit (()• 

13. The passage of documents under the Great Seal, which 
formerly required complicated processes and authorities (»<)> has 


to to bo passed under the Great Seal appointing commissioners for 
allixing tl;o royal assent to tbo Regency Hill (see Commons’ Journal, Vo). LXV'I., 
pp. 79—81, and Vol. VI., p. 376, note (r/1). On the last illness of George IV. 
an Act was passed (11 Geo. 4, c. 23) enabling the royal sign manual to boaflixod 
by a stamp in his presence and by his command. 

Ui) See as to this seal, infra, 

(t) Union with Scotland Act, 170G (G Ann. c, 1 1 ; 6 Ann. c. 8, RufT.), art. 24. 
\j\ Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (30 & 40 Goo. 3, c. G7), arts. 4, 8, s. 2. 

(/jj Union with Scotland Act, 170G (C Ann. c. 11 ; 6 Ann. c. 8, Ruff.), 
art. 24. Until such seal should be appointed by the Sovereign, the Great 
Seal of Scotland then existing was directed to be used for such purposes 
{ilid.). 

U) Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Goo. 3, c. 67), art. 8, s. 3. 

(wi) Namely, (1 ) bill drawn up by the Attorney or Solicitor General pursuant to 
tbo royal wairant, and signed by the King, and sealed with the Privy Signet : in 
such cases the document was subscribed per ipsum regem ; (2) extract of the bill 
above, but without the royal signature or signet) carried to the Kecmer of the 
Privy Seal, who mado out a writ or warrant thereon under the Privy to the 
Crown Office ; such documents wore subscribed per hreve de priintio iigillo* See 
2 131. Com., 14th ed., 34G; statute 27 Hen. 8, c. 11 ; statute (1851) 14 & 16 
Vict. c. 82, 8. 2, repealed by the Great Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), 
St 6. Under the last-me^ioned Act documents whicn previously required 
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been simplified in various ways (h), and now a warrant under the sign 
manual (o) countersigned by the Lord Cliancellor (p), or by one of 
the principal Secretaries of State, or by the Lord High treasurer 
or two of the Treasury Commissioners, is a necessary and sufficient 
'authority for passing any instrument (q) under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingdom (r), according to the tenor of the warrant. 
But any instrument which might on the 28th July, 1884, be 
passed under the Great Seal by the fiat or under the authority or 
directions of the Lord Chancellor, or otherwise without passing 
through any other office, may continue to be so passed (a). 

14 . All the duties formerly vested in the Clerk of the Petty 
Bag (other than with respect to solicitors, the administering of 


the authority of a King’s hill, or bills from tho offices of the Signet and 
Privy Seal resj^ectively, before passing under tho Great Seal, were directed 
to bo so passed under the authority of a sign manual wairant, countersigned 
by a Secretary of State and sealed with the Privy Seal. The offices of Clerks of 
the S’gnet and Clerks of the Privy Seal were abolished by the Act (ihuLy s. 3). 

(w) The office of Clerks of tho Signet and the necessity for the use of that seal 
for authorising tho passage of documents under the Great Seal was abolished 
by the statute of 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 82), ss. 2, 3. The necessity for the 
use of tho Privy Seal in any case was abolished by the Great Seal Act, 1884 
(47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), s. 3. Both these provisions have been repealed, but not so 
as to revive the use of the respective seals (Statute Law Be vision Act, 1898 
(Cl &G2 Vict.c. 22), 8. 1). 

(o) See note C7), p. 9, ante, as to the mode of signing in tho case of illness 
or absence of the Sovereign. The documents sent to the Sovereign from the 
Crown Office are (1) tho warrant for attaching tho Great Seal, (2) the instrii- 
inent itself, and (3) the docket, or short note of the contents of the instrument 
(see Anson, Law and Custom of the Cbnstitution, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 51). 
This docket is different from that which is required in tho case of letters 
patent, and which is subject to a stamp duty of 25. under tho Stamp Act, 1891 
(54 & 55 Viet. c. 39), Sched. I. 

(p) Namely, the Lord Chancellor of Groat Britain, including the Lord Keeper 
or Lords Commissioners of the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, if there are 
such persons, in which case the warrant may be countersigned by any two of 
such commissioners (Great Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), s. 4). 

(7) ‘‘ Instrument ” includes any letters patent, letters close, writ, commission, 
and grant, and any document required to be passed under the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom (Groat Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), s. 4). 

(r) The Great Seals of Scotland and Ireland are still authorised to be used in 
certain cases (see, as to Scotland, the Union with Scotland Act, 170G (G Ann. 
c. 11 ; 6 Ann. c. 8, Buff.), art. 24; as to Ireland, the Union with Ireland 
Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. G7), art. 8, s. 3). As to the seal of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, see p. 219, post, 

(s) Great Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (1). In the following cases the 
royal sign manual is not required: (1) for certain circuit commissions (namely, 
tho autumn assizes and those held after Easter in Yorkshire and Lancashire, as 
to which see title Couivi s), commissions of the peace, writs of summons to peers 
to attend the Uouse of Lords on succeeding to the title, writs of dedimiia giving 
power to administer oaths, supersedeas staying tho exercise of a jurisdiction, and 
mittimns authorising the removal of records from one court to another, the fiat 
of the Lord Chancellor is sufficient ; (2) for writs of summons at bye-elections, 
tho warrant of tlie Speaker of the IIouso of Commons suffices. (3) Orders in 
Council are used in the case of writs for the summons of a now Parliament, for 
charters incorporating towns, and for warrants from the Colonial Office (see 
Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 3rd ed., Vol. II., pp. 66, 67). Com- 
missions to affix the royal assent to Bills are signed by tno Crown before 
sealing under the statute 27 Hen. 8, c. 11, s. 6 ; and, it scorns, the same practice 
is observed as to commissions to open Parliament (see Anson, Law and Custom 
of the Constitution 3rd ed., Vol. U., p. 56). 
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Sect. 1 . oaths, the attending with records, the enrolment ol documents, tlie 
In General sealing and issuing of documents or writs with or under tho 
chancery common law seal — now semhle the seal of the Central 
Office {t ) — and other matters relating to the administration of 
justice (w) ), including all duties and powers relating to any writs 
or letters patent passed under the Great Seal of the United 
Kingdom, are performed by and vested in the Clerk of the Crown 
in Chancery or his officers in such manner as the Lord Chancellor 
may from time to time direct {v). 

If any doubt arises as to whether any duty or power of tho Clerk 
of the Petty Bag is or is not transferred to the Clerk of the Crown 
in Chancery, the doubt is to be determined by the Lord Chancellor, 
whose decision is final {w). 

15. With the concuiTence of the Treasury, the Lord Chancellor 
may from time to time by order appoint the fees to be taken in 
the office of or by the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery (x), or by 
any of his officers, or by any person performing the duties of 
messenger or pursuivant of the Great Seal (a) or gentleman of tho 
chamber attending the Great Seal (i), and may from time to time 


(t) See II, S. C., Ord. Cl, rr. 1, 6. 

(u) Those duties, together with those of the former cursitors of tho Court of 
Chancery (except such as are by the Solicitors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 651, 
directed to be performed by the Law Society as Registrar of Solicitors), 
have been as from the 1st Tebruary, 1889, vested in tho Senior Clerk of 
the Crown Office Department of tho Central Office of the Supremo Court 

S. C., 30th January, 1889, Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, Supreme 
Court, England, p. 931, issued under the joint authority of the Judicature 
Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), and the Great Seal (Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 
Viet. c. 81), 8, 5. 

(r) Great Seal (Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 81), s. 5. As to tho use of 
wafer seals in lieu of the Great Seal, see p. 1 3, post. As to the wording and prepara- 
tion of documents to be passed under tho Great Seal, see p. 13, note {It), post, 

{lu) Great Seal f Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 81), s. 5. 

(x) The Clerk of the Crown in Chancery is ni>pointed by II is Majesty under 
the royal sign manual, and is to continue to pcrfoim tho (luties of the office of 
Keeper or Clerk of tho IIana]>er, Ilis salary is to bo such as tho Treasury may 
assign to him, and is to bo paid out of moneys provided by Parliament (Groat 
Seal (Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, c 81), s. 8). 

(a) The powers and duties of tho messenger or pursuivant of the Great Seal 
relating to writs for tho election of members of Parliament wore directed to be 
transfened to and vested in such officer as the Ijord Chancellor, with Ilis 
Majesty’s approval, should from time to time apTOint, who is, if the Lord Chan- 
cellor so directs, to bo styled messenger of tho Great Seal in lieu of or in addi- 
tion to any other stylo denoting his office, and the Parliamentary Writs Act, 
1813 (53 (ieo. 3,*c. 89), so far os unrepealod, is to be construed os if the officer so 
appoint^ were substituted therein for tho messenger or pursuivant of tho Great 
Seal, with the qualification that the deputy mention^ in tho Act is to be 
appointed by the Lord Chancellor in writing. All other duties and powers of 
the messenger or pursuivant are to bo performed by such officer as tho Lord 
Chancellor directs from time to time, and to any officer to whom duties are 
transferred under this provision such additional salary is to bo paid os the 
Treasury, on the recommendation of tho Lord Chancellor, assigns to him (Great 
Seal (Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet c. 80), s. 4). 

(?>) The duties and powers formerly performed py or vested in the purse-bearer 
to the Lord Chancellor (including the duties of chali wax sealer and deputy sealer) 
performed by and vest^ in the gentleman of the chamber attending 
the Great Seal, the office of the said purse-bearer having been abolished. The 
•alary of the gentleman of the chainl^r attending tho Great Seal is to be such 
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by order increasOi reduce, add to, or abolish such fees ; and no other 
fees than those so appointed are to be taken in the office of the Clerk 
of the Crown in Chancery (c). 

The Lord Chancellor may make rules relating to the prepara- 
tion of warrants and instruments, and the manner in which the 
latter are to be passed under the Great Seal (d). But every 
warrant must be made by the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery (e). 

16. Wafer great seals made on embossed paper, wax, wafer, or 
any other material, in accordance with rules (/) drawn up by a 
committee of the Privy Council (< 7 ), may be attached to or embossed 
on documents authorised by the rules to be so validated, and 
confer the same validity in all respects as passage under the 
Great Seal, no proof that the attachment or embossing of the 
wafer seal was authorised being necessary, and no evidence to the 
contrary being receivable {h). 


as the Treasury assigu to him upon the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor 
(Great Seal (Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet c. 81), s. 7). 

(c) Great Seal (^Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 81), s. 9. As to the fees at 
present appointed, see pp. 17 et seq,^ post. Until an order under the above 
power is made the fees existing on the 7th August, 187-1, including the fees pay- 
able in the office of the Clerk of the Petty Bag and of the Clerk of the Patents in 
respect of matters the transaction of which is transfeiTed to the Clerk of the 
Crown in Chancery (see pp. 12, 13, ante), are to continue to be taken as if the 
Act had not boon passed (ibid.), 

(d) Great Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (2). Such rules may be 
revoked or varied by the Lord Chancellor {ibid,). This power does not appear 
to have been exercised, but see note (h), infra, as to the rules made under the 
Crown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41). Letters patent appointing 
ordinary judges of the Court of Appeal are to be passed under the Great Seal in 
the same way as letters patent appointing judges of the High Coui’t (Great Seal 
Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 10), s. 4). 

(e) Great Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), s. 2 (2). 

(/) The rules, which may be revoked, added to or altered, must be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament within one month after they are made, or if they be 
not sitting, then within one month after the commencement of the next session. 
They are to be judicially noticed, and of the same validity as an Act of 
Parliament (Crown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41), ss. 4, 6). 

(7) The committee is to bo composed of the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Privy 
Seal, and a principal Secretary of State, acting in case of difference according to 
the opinion of two of them. The wafer seals are to bo in the same custody as 
the Great Seal (Crown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41), s. 4). For the 
rules at present in force, see the next note. 

(/i) Crown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet, c, 41), ss. 4, 5 (3). The rules may 
also provide for the mode of preparation of documents to which the Act applies 
{ibid,, s. 5 (a), (3), (b) ). For the rules at present in force, see Orders in Council 
22nd February and 8th August, 1878, Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, 
Vol. II., Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, pp. 9 — 19. The following documents 
are to have the wafer Great Seal attached to or embossed on them : royal proclama- 
tions; royalassont commissions; writs of summons to peers; writs of attendance 
to judges and the Attorney and Solicitor General ; writs for the return of members 
of Parliament ; writs of Convocation ; commissions of the peace ; commis- 
sions to open and prorogue Parliament; commissions of assize criminal and 
civil, of sewers, appointing colonial governors, constituting the office of governor 
of a colony, appomting readers of civil law at the universities ; spemal com. 
missions of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, of escheat ; grants of quarter 
sessions ; letters patent appointing commissioners of inland revenue, commis- 
sioners for the customs, colonial and Indian bishops, Indian judges ; letters 
patent and writs of restitution in temporalities; congi$ d? elite to deans and 
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17. Making or preparing any warrant for passing any instru- 
ment under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, or procuring 
any instrument to be passed under that seal, otherwise than in 
accordance with the rules and provisions stated above (t), constitutes 
a misdemeanour (/•). 

18. In general, proclamations may legally be made and issued 
only by the authority of the Crown, and must bo iiasscd under the 
Great Seal ( 1 ), and no private person may make and issue a procla- 
mation, unless the practice is w'arranted by custom (w)» or unless 
he is expressly authorised to do so (h) ; fine and imprisonment may 
be inflicted for a breach of this provision (o). 

The form in which royal proclamations are to bo worded may 
bo proscribed by Order in Council (p), as well as rules relating 
to the manner of publication, and as to the towns to which copies 
of proclamations are to be sent, and, generally, as to the best mode 


chapters; royal charters; wiits for clectin<> Irish representative peers, of 
miliimns to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and of supersedeas ; grants of pensions 
to judges; licences in mortmain ; licences to theatres ; exemplifications of decrees 
in Chancery; presentations to Crown livings; confirmations of degrees of 
Bachelors in Divinit}'. But, if it bo found more convenient, the Lord Chancellor 
may direct any of the above to be passed under the Gi*cat Seal as former!}". By 
the same Oi*der rules relating to tho manner in which certain documents are to be 
written or printed are provided, and tho name of the Clerk of tho Crown sub. 
scribed or printed at the ond of all documents is lo bo snfijcient authentication 
of their having passed through the Crown Oflice (Order iu Council 2'Jnd 
February, 1878, supra). The fonn in which documents are to be worded may l>e 
prescribed by Order in Council to bo laid before Parliament, as mentioned 
above (Crown Offico Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41). s. 3). This power docs not 
opiHjar to have been exercised except as to commissions of tlio j^caco. For the 
forms of royal assent to bo used wdien Parliament is opened in )>or6on and by 
commission, see tho Order iu Council cited sujn'a. As to patents for inventions, 
scop. 61,pe«^ 

(t) Namely, otherwise Ilian in the manner provided by tho G rent Seal Act, 1 684 
(47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), and tho Crown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41). 

(/.) Great Seal Act, 1881 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), p. 2 (3). 

(/) Kejfley v. Muvnituj (1020), Cro. Car. 180. For tho purposes of tho Ballot 
Act, 1872 (35 & 30 Viet. c. 33), and of the onactmonts for tho time being iu forco 
relating to tho representation of tho jieonlo and tho registration of tho persons 
entitled to vote at tho election of members to servo in Parliament, the term 

proclamation ” as used in such enactments is to bo deemed to includo a public 
notice given in pursuance of tho Ballot Act, 1872 (Ballot Act, 1872 (35 30 

Viet. c. 33), 8. 15). As to what notices aro required to bo given under this Act, 
sec title Electioxs. 

(m) An instance of such a custom is tho proclamation issued by members of 
tho Privy Council and others announcing the accession of a new Sovereign, as 
to which see Vol. VL, p. 324. 

(a) Case of Proclamations (1610), 12 Co. Ecp. 74, 76; Kniyhihjs (Sir Edmuml) 
Cast (1530), Bro. Abr. tit. Proclamations, ]>1. 10. Iu tliis ^so Sir Edmuud 
Knightly, acting as executor, made and issued a ju'oclaination that tho creditors 
of the dccoaBcd were to come in and prove by a certain day. lie was 
fined and imprisoned because he did it publicly and without authority. The 
authority is usually conferred bv statute, s.^., the Criminal Law and Procedure 
(Ireland) Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 20), ss. 6, 6, which empowers the Lord 
Lieutenant, with the advice of the Privy Council, to proclaim tho A 1 1 in force in 
any specified districts, and to declare certain associations to bo dangerous. 

(o) Knigldhfs (Sir Edmund) Case (1530), supra. 

(p) Crown Offico Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet c. 41), s. 3 (1). As to tho require* 

ments to be observed, sep next note, ' * ^ 
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of maliing tlicm known to Iho public (7). But any royal proclama- 
tion is valid in law as respects England, Scotland, and Ireland, if 
published in the London Gazette, the Edinburgh Gazette, or the 
Dublin Gazette, respectively (r). 

When legally made and issued, royal proclamations are to be 
judicially noticed, and are of the same validity as an Act of Parlia- 
ment («). Any breach of their provisions is punishable by fine and 
imprisonment (0. 

Proclamations may be legally used to call attention to the 
provisions of existing laws (a), or to make or alter regulations over 
which the Crown has a discretionary authority, either at common 
law or by statute (i>). Thus, the Crown may by proclamation 
summon or dissolve Parliament (c), declare war or peace (rf), and 
promulgate blockades and lay embargoes on shipping in time of 
war (c). The fact that martial law is in force is usually notified by 
means of proclamations where such a course is rendered necessary 
by a state of war (/) ; and there is authority for their use to restrain 
persons from leaving the realm in time of war, in order to prevent 
their rendering assistance to the enemy (7). But these and other 
like prerogatives in time of war, being created for the public safety, 
are strictly limited by necessity (/«). Proclamations may also be 
legally used when the Crown is authorised by statute to put in force 
statutory provisions which would otherwise remain dormant (t). 


(7) Crown Office Act, 1877 f40 & 41 Viet. c. 41), s. 3 (2). Those rules must be 
laid before both Uouscs of Farliament within one month from Iho time of making, 
or if they be not sitting, theu within one month after tho commencement of the 
then next session. They may bo revoked, added to, or altered (ibid., s. 3). 

(r) Crown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41), s. 3 (3). On important 
occasions, such as a declaration of peace, the issue of tho royal proclamation is 
sometimes accompanied by various forms and ceremonies. (For the ceremonies 
of thanksgiving observed on tho announcement of peace with Russia in 185G, 
soothe London Gazelle, 1806, 2Sth April, pp. 1581 — 1586 ; 2nd May, p. 1622.) At 
common law royal proclamations may bo published by any person (Kei/ley v. 
Manning {\G2i)), Cro. Car. 180). 
f«l Crown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41), s. 3. 

(<) Case of Proclamations {\G10), 12 Co. Rep. 74, 75. 

(aj E.g., in tho case of war between two friendly States, to the provisions of 
tho Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 & 31 Viet. c. 00). As to this Act, see title 
CuiuiNAL Law and Phoceduhe. For examples of proclamations of neutrality 
during the Russo-Japanese war os to British territory, protectorates, and foreign 
jurisdictions, see Statutory Rules and Orders, 19U1, pp. 152, 1 61, 174. ° 

(5) 1 Bl. Com., 11th cd., 269, 270 ; Bac. Abr. tit. Brerog. D, 8 : Case of Pro- 
clamations (1610), 12 Co. Rep. 74, 2 State Tr. 723. 

(c) Soo Vol. Vl,, p. 389, and title Pauliament. 

((f) See Vol. VL, i>. 440. 

(e) Soo Vol. VL, p. 446. 

(V) As to tho legality of proclamations of martial law generally, see Vol. VI., 

(7) See 1 Bl. Com., 14th cd., 270 ; Fitz. NaL Brev. 85 ; 3 Co. Inst. 179. A* 
to the power of restraining subjects and others from leaving tho realm ceuerallv. 
see Vol. VI., p. 446. •' 

(/() See speech of Lord Erskine, 1808, Parliamentary Debates, Vol. X., OGI, 
As to the war prerogatives generally, see Vol. VL, pp. 444 ef seg. 

(i) E.g., the Criminal Law and Procedure (Ireland) Act, 1887 (50 ft 51 Viet, 
c. 20) (seo note (nj, p. 4, ante). As to proclamations prohibiting tho imT>orta« 
tion or exportation of explosives arms, ammunition eta, see Vol* VI** 
p. 448. . ^ 
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But, under the general rule which restrains the Grown from 
legislating apart from Parliament (/;), it is now well-settled law that 
the King’s proclamation, unless authorised in that behalf by statute, 
cannot enact any new law, or make provisions contrary to old ones (1). 
Nor may the King’s proclamation restrict the liberties of the subject 
in matters upon which the laws are silent (»t). Thus, it has been 
held that the King could not by proclamation prohibit the erection 
of new buildings in and about London, or the making of starch 
of wheat, for that would be to alter the law of the land (n). 
Where, in order to prevent famine, and Parliament not being 
assembled, an embargo was laid on all ships laden with wheat 
and flour in time of peace, and contrary to express statutory 
provisions (o), it was found necessary to indemnify by statute 
the advisers of the Grown, and all persons acting under the pro- 
clamation (p). 

19. Writs under the Great Seal are in the form of a command 
to do or abstain from doing a certain thing, and are used for a 
variety of purposes — as for summoning a person to the House of 
Lords, and thus conferring a new peerage, or confinning an already 
existing one (j), for summoning a new Parliament (/), or for bye- 
elections (»). Writs of dedimus, supersedeas, and mittimus are also 
issued under the Great Seal (t) ; but writs of summons in actions 
are not so issued, but are under the seal of the court, tested in the 
name of the Lord Ghaneellor (a). Writs under the Great Seal 
directed to particular pei'sons for particular purposes are sometimes 
closed up and sealed on the outside, and are then known as writs 


(A) See Vol. VI., p. 388. 

(/) Ite Orazebrook, Ex parte Chavasse (18G5), 4 Do 0. J. & Sin. Cj5, 662. The 
statute 31 lien. 8 , c. 8 , provided that proclamations issued with the advico of the 
council were to have the force of statutes, hut this was repealed by the statute 1 
Edw. 6 , c. 12 , s. 5. Proclamations were, however, frequently issued and 
enforced by the Star Chamber down to 1640, when that court was abolished 
(see Vol. VI., p. 370, note (c). 

(m) Case of Proclamatiom {IGIQ), 12 Co. Hep. 71, 75. 

(n) It, id. This opinion was given by the two Chief Justices and two Barons 
of tbo Exchequer after conference with the Privy Council. See also the same 
case, 2 State Tr. 726: “ The King cannot create any offence which was notan 
offence before, for then he ma}’ alter the law of the land in his proclamation in 
some high point. . . . The law of England is divided into three parts: the 
common law, statute law, and custom ; but the King's proclamation is none of 
these. . . . The King has no prerogative but that which the law of the laud 
allows him.” As to the right of the Crown to legislate in colonics having no 
leprescntalive government, see Vol. VI., p. 426. 

M 12 Car. 2 , c. 18, repealed 6 Goo. 4, c. 103. 

{p) 7 Oeo. 3, c. 7, This was the last occasion upon whidi the Crown 
attempted to legislate by proclamation. 

( 7 ) See 1 Bl. Com., 14th cd., 400, and title DiaNiTiES. 

(r) &o note (»), p. 11 , ante. As to the persons to whom the writs are directed, 
see title Pahliamext. 

(*) See note («), p. 11, ante, and title PABLUMXttT. 

(0 See note (A p. 11 , ante. 

(a) B. S. 0., Ora. 6, r. 11 ; Ord. 2, r. 8 ; and seo title PnAonoE akd Pbo« 
TOdubr Writs of certiorari, mandamtis, and prohibition ore tMted by the Lord 

1 ^ (®®® Crown Office Buies, 1906, Append., 

xoima 1, 37, 39, and title (mqwv Peactics). 
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close, or letters close (},itcrai clausa), and are recorded in the close- 
rolls Qj). 

20. Letters patent, grants, and charters under the Great Seal 
are used for conferring titles or dignities (c), franchises and other 
rights of property (d), or for creating and conferring^ offices (c), 
or incorporating towns or other bodies ; whilst commissions are 
generally used for appointing persons to particular offices or to 
perform particular functions {/)• The documents authorising the 
making and ratification of treaties are passed under the Great Seal 
under the authority of a sign manual warrant (y). 

21. In addition to the fees required to be paid in certain cases 
by means of stamps upon royal grants and licences (/t), fees in cash 
must be paid, either in the office of the Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery, or in the Great Seal Patent Office, upon the making and 
sealing of various grants, writs, commissions, and other executive 
documents (i). 


(h) As distinguished from letters patent, which are recorded on the patent 
rolls (see 2 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 346 j and Vol. VL, p. 476, note (r)). 

(c) Grant of a peerage by letters patent confers only a life peerage, unless 
there are words of inheritance, whereas a writ of summons to the House of 
Lords, followed by taking a seat, enures to the heirs of the grantee’s body with- 
out express words. But in the latter case the writ must be followed by taking 
a seat, whereas in the fonner the title enures and descends in accordance with 
the grant, whether the grantee takes his seat or not (see 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 
400, and note (6), ibid. ; see also title Dignities). 

(d) See Vol. VI., p. 489. 

(e) E.g.^ the creation of governors and councils in Crown colonies (see Vol. VI., 
p. 423, and title Dependencies and Colonies); the appointment of judges 
(see p. 13, ante), 

(/) E.g., the circuit commissions (see title Courts); commissions for opening 
or proroguing Parliament, or affixing the royal assent to Bills (see note («), 
p. 11, note (A), p. 13, ante, and title Parliament. 

(y) See p. 10, ante; and as to the necessity for passing the treaties themselves 
under the Great Seal, see Vol. VL, p. 440. 

(h) Under the Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 39), Sched. 1. See as to 
royal grants, Vol. VI., p. 493 ; as to the stamps on documents relating to 
the appointment of bishops, Vol. VI., p. 398; as to royal warrants, Vol. 
p. 493. 

(t) The following fees are payable to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery by 
Order of 20th June, 1871, under the Courts of Justice Salaries and Funds Act, 
1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 91), s. 10 

Patents of creation Duke, £350 ; marquis, £300 ; carl, £250 ; viscount, 
£200 ; baron, £150 ; writ calling eldest son to his father’s barony, £100 ; grant 
and confiimation of barony to one of several daughters, £150; baronet, £150; 
in addition a fee of £100 is charged for every remainder. 

Knight bachelor, patent of creation, £50; Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, throe 
gilt skins, £25 ; Treasury commission, gilt skin, £10 ; Admiralty commission, 
three skins, £10; Inland Kevonue commission, £10; Customs commission, £10; 
ordinary commissions, namely, colonial bishops, Indian judges, audit commis- 
sions, governors of colonies, commissions of inquiry, and all civil commissions 
not comprised in the above, £10; Law patents, namely, King’s Counsel: and 
natents of precedence, £30 ; King’s Master of the Bolls, Lords Justices, £15 ; 
King’s judge of a superior court, £25; lord lieutenant of a county, £|5; 
custos rotulorum of a county, £15 ; commission of sewers, £15; justice of the 
poa^ dedimua, £3; general dedimns, £10; special dedimm, £1; Scotch 
dedtmus, £5; comnussion of peace England and Wales, irroqHictivo of the 
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Certain fees formerly payable to the Clerk of the Petty Bag 
are now payable either in the office of the Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery or in that of the Senior Clerk of the Crown Office Depart- 
ment of the Central Office of the Supreme Court (k). 


number of names, £1 ; commission of pcaco, Scotland, £3; copies of indenture 
and return, 10a. each, £l ; Attorney and Solicitor General, £30. 

The following foes formerly payable to the Secretary of Presentations (by 
Order of 18th July, 1871, under a similar authority), whoso oflice was abolished 
by the Crown Office Act, 1890 (53 Viet. c. 2), s. 1 (1), are now pa^'able to the 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, to whom his duties were transferred by the 
latter Act 

On appointment or nomination by Royal grant : — To a deanery, arcbdoaconry, 
prebend or canonr}% or regius professorship, £i0 ; to a rectory, vicarage, 
chapelry, perpetual curacy, or mastership of a school, £8. 

On aj^pointment or nomination by the Lord Chancellor : — To a prebond, 
canonry , or fellowship, £10; to a rectory, vicarage, chapelry, perpetual curacy, 
or mastership of a school or hospital, £8 ; on execution of a deed by the Loixl 
Chancellor, £1. 

The following fees are payable to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery in 
addition to all other foes, in lieu of the foes formerly payable to the Clerk of tbo 
Patents and the Attorney and Solicitor General, in respect of wan-ants for 
letters patent to be passed under the Great Seal (Order of 11th August, 1881, 
under the Groat Seal ^Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 81), s. 9) : — Charter of 
incorporation of a public company or society, or town, or any other charter, £30 ; 
on a grant of the dignity of a peer of the United Kingdom, £30 ; on each 
additional grant and each remainder, £25 ; on a grant of the dignity of a baronet, 
£20 ; on a grant of each remainder, £15 ; on a grant of tbo dignity of a knight, 
£10; on an appointment to an office, licence in mortmain, royal assent, £10; 
and on every other wairant not comprised in the above, £10. 

The following fees are payable in the Great Seal Patent Office, in respect of 
letters patent passed under the Great Seal, on grant (Order of 1 8th July, 1871): — 
Charter of incor]>oratiou of a public company, £35 ; charter of a town, £35 ; 
letters of denization, £18; Crown lands on exchange, £18; escheated lands, 
£18 ; licence to a company to sue and be sued in the name of public officers, 
£18; licence to amend bye-laws of professorship, £18; licence in mortmain, 
£18 ; licence for theatre, £l8 ; licence for Convocation, £18 ; licence to confirm 
alteration of canons, £4. 

All the above foes are payable in cash (see Order of 30th Juno, 1891). For all 
the above orders see Stat* E. & 0. Rev., Vol. 11., Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery. 

(/r) These fees are made payable by the Petty Rag Rules, 1848, issued under 
statute 11 & 12 Viet. c. 94, 8.19, repealed by tbo Groat Seal (Offices) Act, 1874 
(37 & 38 Viet. c. 81), with a saving for anything done Iheroundor. The fees wero 
formerly payable to the Clerk of the Petty Rag, but will now bo payable, as to 
such of his duties as have been transforrctl, to tho Clerk of the Crown in Chancery 
and the Senior Clerk of ihe Crown Office Department of tho Central Offico 
respectively (see p. 12, ante ; and as to the continuance of tho foes payable to 
the Clerk of tho Petty Rag, see note (c), p. 13, anU), in tho rospcctivo offices of 
those officials. 

The following fees (relating to duties not transferred to the Clerk of tho Crown 
in Chancer} ) are payable in the Crown Offico Department of tho Central Offico : — 
On every dedimns potesfatem issued from the Crown Office to swear a justice of 
the peace, 2«. GJ. ; for eiirolliiig every sim’cndcr, £1 1()5. ; for tho admission of 
every master in Chancery, £l 12^. (W. ; for administering every oath and quali* 
fication in court (except on admission of solicitors), £2 2«. ; for swearing any 
officer of the court whose admission is enrolled in tho (former) Petty Rag Office 
(except solicitors) and enrolling tho admission, £5 ; for attending with records 
or other documents in any court or place (besides expenses to bo retained by tho 
officer to his own use), per diem, £2 2«. ; for filing tho returns to all special com- 
missions and writs of peace on supplicavit, and commissions and writs of every 
kind returned and filed in the (former) Petty Rag Offico, 2s. Gd . ; entering 
appearancOi for every defendant, 10«. ; for entering every rule requiring entry 
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22. The manner in which members of the ministry and 
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only, le* ; for drawing up and entering every other rule, IO 5 . ; for drawing 
up and entering a special order, £2 ; for signing every judgment or entry of 
nolle prosequi^ £l ; for filing a record of issue on a traverse and scaling the 
transcript, £ 0 ; for filing a record of issue on a bill against an officer of 
the court, £2 ; for filing order for delivery out of bond, IO 5 . ; for swearing 
every deponent to an affidavit. Is. Cxi . ; for every exhibit thereto, 2^. 6d. ; for 
taxing a bill of costs, fur every side, 1«. ; fur filing every affidavit, la. ; for 
office copy of affidavit, per folio, 4(/. ; for filing every bill against an officer of the 
coui’t, 10a. ; for preparing, engi'ossing, and perfecting the exemplification of any 
record, if one skin only, £0 oa. ; for every additional skin, £l (ia. Stf. ; for every 
search for a prrocipe or writ filed, la. ; for searching the calendar, for every year, 
la. ; for inspection of any record besides the search, 2s-. GfL ; for the office copy 
of any record, per folio, 4d. ; for certificate of examination under the officer’s 
hand and the office seal, 3a. 4(7. ; for the re-examination of the copy of any 
record, if short, 3a. Gc/. ; if long, per folio, Id. ; drawing and signing the 
certificate under the officer’s hand of any retura being filed in the (former) 
office of the Potty Bag where no office' copy is taken, 2a. ; for preparing and 
issuing every certiorari other than to remove causes from inferior courts, £3 ; 
for preparing every mittimna and transcript of commission of lunacy, return and 
inquisition thereon to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, £3 ; for preparing and 
issuing every special commis.sion to seize lauds escheated to the Crown (or pur- 
chased by aliens, or forfeited by felons ; see now as to these Naturalization Act, 
1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 14), s. 2, and title Aliens, Vol. L, p. 301 ; as to forfeiture, 
abolished except on outlawry, Poifeituro Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet c. 23), s. 1), 
of one skin 01113 % £G ; for every additional skin, £3 ; fee for the Messenger to 
the Great Seal (see now, as to this office, the Great Seal (Offices) Act, 1874 
(37 & 38 Viet. c. 81), s. 0 , and p. 12, ante), £0 bs, ; for sealing every 
alias or icsiatum scire facias^ £2 lOt. ; for examining and filing every bo 4 il^ 
of indemnity against costs and affidavits, £l ; for filing a traverse to aa 
inquisition, £2. 

The following fees ore payable under the Petty Bag Buies, 1848, in the 
office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery (see Stat. B. & 0. Eev., 
Supreme Court, England, p. 928) : — For filing evoiy qualification of a member 
of Parliament, 2^.; for every conqe (Tel ire for an archbishop, £1U be, 8c/.; for 
every congS (Tel ire for a bishop, £9 17«. lOd. ; for every Boyal assent for au 
archbishop, £9 175. 10(7. ; for eveiy Boyal assent for a bishop, £9 17«. lOd. ; 
for every patent of assistance and writs of restitution for an archbishop, 
£30 175. ; for every patent of assistance and writs of restitution for a bishop, 

£15 85 . 10/7. ; for every appointment of a bishop for the Isle of Man, £9 175. 10c7. ; 
for the writ of summons to ever}' peer and law officer, and for election of 
members, 75. 2/7. ; for making out the commission for electing the peers of 
Scotland, £b 145. 8/7.; for drawing and engrossing the Parliament Pawn, 
£10; for drawing and engrossing* the Parliament Pawn for Ireland, £5; the 
bags for the writs, IO 5 . ; for drawing and entering au order to vacate lettora 
patent, £2. 

Under the same Order, in addition to a fee of 25. G/7. on sealing every writ, 
the following foes are payable in the office of tho Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery : — (1) Quare impedit IO 5 ., and ne odmitlas 05 ., used, the one in the 
ca.sG ()f disturbance of advowson commanding the bi.shop, the pseudo-patron, 
nnd his clerk to permit the plaintiff to present a proper person, the other for- 
bidding tho bishop to admit a clerk ponding the suit (see genemll}', 3 Bl. Com., 
14Lh od., 248, 249; stut, Westminster IL, 1285 (13 Edw. 1, c. 5); Advow- 
sons Act, 1708 (7 Ann. c, 18), s. 1); quare imped it lies upon the next or any 
other avoidance, in the case of disturbance, notwitlistanding usurpation, which is 
not to displace the title to tho advowson or patronage of any cliurch vicarago 
or other ecclesiastical promotion. (2) Supersedvae bs.^ and procedendo be., iis^, 
tho one for Buporseding or suspending a commission of tho j^caco, but not to 
totally destroy it (see, generally, 1 BL Com., 14th cd., 353; stat 21 Jao, 1, 
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Sect. 1. to the different oflSces ; but the more important posts in the 
In Generals administration are conferred directly by the Crown either by 
— delivery of seals of office, as in the case of the Lord Chancellor, 


c. 8, to be granted only on motion in open court and upon sufficient surety), the 
other for reviving the commission so suspended (see 1 Bl. Oom., 14th ed., 353 ; 
and as to the use of the writ for removing causes from the superior courts into 
inferior courts, stai 21 Jac. 1, c. 23, unropealed). (3) Venire 15s., hv virtue 
of wHch the sheriff summons jurors for the assizes (see generally, 3 BL Com., 
supra, 353 ; Common Law Procedure Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. c. 76), s. 105, 
form of precept to sheriff etc. at assizes ; ibid., s. 107, assizes for London and 
Middlesex; Juries Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 20, preservation of former 
powers of criminal courts os to returns of jurors ; ibid., s. 22, power of jud^ of 
assize to divide juroi*s into two sets to attend at the beginning and residue 
of the assize. (4) Contumace capiendo 15a., and excommunicato capiendo 
(or signijicavit) 15a. ; the latter was used in case of non-submission to the 
sentence of excommunication of the imiritual court, certiffed to the King in 
Chancenr (see title Ecclesiastical Law), and issued to the sheriff of the 
county d^ectin^ him to take the offender and imprison him in the county goal 
until reconciliation to the Church, certified by the bishop, upon which it is said 
a writ de excommunicato delibcrando issues out of Chancery to release him (Bl. 
Com., supra, p. 102). (5) Ad quod damnum 10a. (see os to the use of the writ 

prior to grants of markets and fairs, title Makkets and Faihs. As to the 
former use for obtaining licences to alienate in mortmain, see 2 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 
271). (6) Coronatore eligendo and amovendo 10a., now directed to the county 

council or borough council, and not to the sheriff as formerly (see the Local 
Government Act, 18S8 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 5 (1), s. 38 (2), (5), and 
title CoKONEES). (7) Ventre insjneiendo 15a., granted to the presumptive 
heir, in the case of a widow feigning herself with child, when, it is said, the 
heir presumptive will be admitted to the inheritance if the widow is found not 
pregnant, though liable to lose it on the birth of a child within forty weeks from 
the death of the husband (see 2 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 456). (8) Mittimus (namely, 
committal to g^ol by justices in coses not bailable, or where bail is not paid), 
upon certiorari or signijicavit, 15a. (seeawpra os to significavit). (9) Regardatore, 
or viridan'o eligendo or amovendo (namely, writs for the election or removal of 
regorders or verderers), 10a., would appear to have fallen into disuse (see as to 
the ancient forest cou]^ of regards, and those held before the verderers, 3 Bl. 
Com., supra, 71, 72). (10) Attachment 5a., capias ad satisfaciendum 15a. (see 
as to the abolition oi arrest for default in payment of money except in certain 
cases, the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet c. 62), ss. 4, 6). 

The following fees relating to the Roll of Solicitors, in relation to which 
all the former duties and powers of the Clerk of the Petty Bag have 
been transferred to the Law Society as Registi-ar of Solicitors (see the 
Solicitors Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 65), ss. 5, 6, 7, 8), were made payable by 
the Order:— ^1) On filing every affidavit of articles of clerkship, entering 
affidavit, and making the indorsements required by the Solicitors Act, 1843 (6 
& 7 Viet. c. 73), 5a. (2) For striking every solicitor off the roll, either at his 
own request or otherwise, 7a. 6(f. ; for altering the name of every solicitor on the 
roll, 7a. 6d. ; for every certificate of striking a solicitor off the roll, and for every 
other certificate not specifically mentioned in the order, 2a. 6d. 

Fees are provided by the same order for the following o^lete or disused 
writs (1) Write of pone 5s., and accedas ad curiam 6a., were formerly used to 
remove proceedings in all actions (other than the action by writ of right, which 
could bo removed into the county court by precept from the sheriff called a tolt) 
from the court baron into the superior courts (see 3 Bl. Com., 14th od., 33, 34). 
{^)Recordari 6a., and false judgment5a., were used — the one to cause the plaint 
to bo first recorded (the court baron not being a court of record), the other to 
release and review the cause at Westminster (see ibid., p. 34). (3) Justicies 6a., 
empowering the shci^, for the sako of dispatch, to do the same justice in his 
^uiuy ^urt as might otherwise be had at Westminster (see ibid., p. 36). 
(N. B.j-By Magna Carta, pleas of the Crown were forbidden to be heard in 
tho old county or sheriff’s coiut, and the writ of pone was also used to 
remove causes therefrom to Westminster). (4) Writ of privilege, formerly used 
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Lord Privy Seal, and the five Principal Secretaries of State (t ) ; by '• 

telters patent under the Great Seal, as in the case of the Treasury In General, 
and Admiralty Commissioners (m), the judges (n), and the law 
officers of the Crown (o) ; by warrant under the sign manual, as in 
the case of the Viceroy of India (p) and the Paymaster General (q) ; 
by commission under the sign manual and signet, as in the case of 
colonial governors (r) ; or by declaration of the Sovereign himself in 
Council, as in the case of the Lord President of the Privy Council («). 

The Civil Service Commissioners for testing the qualifications of J^uointment 

candidates for employment in the Civil Service, and for various 

other appointments, are appointed by Order in Council (0, whilst ^ 

officers in the navy hold their commissions from the Admiralty (u) ; 

and the various Under-Secretaries and Parliamentary Secretaries 

are appointed directly by the political chiefs or boards under whom 

they act (a). First commissions to permanent rank in the land 

forces of the Crown and the royal marines are issued under 

the royal sign manual (i), and commissions to probationary rank, 

or for the promotion of officers not holding permanent commissions, 

are issued by a principal Secretary of State, or by the Admiralty 

in the case of the marines, and signed by the officer commanding- 

in-chief (whose duties have now devolved upon the Army Council), 

as the only means of redress in cases of arrest and privilege of Parliament, and 
being in the nature of a Bupersfideaa^ Ids, (see 3 Bl. Com., 14th ed., p. 106). Since 
the statute 12 & 13 Will. 3, c. 3, repealed by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1867 
(30 & 31 Viet. c. 59), the ancst is irregular ah initio^ and the party may bo 
discharged on motion (see Bl. Com., svpra^ 166; Holiday v. Pilt (1733), 2 Stnw 
985, at p. 989). 

Fees wore also provided for the following abolished writs : — Audita quertda 
15«., abolished R, S. C., Ord. 42, r. 27 ; error to Parliament, abolished 
Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 59), s. 11 (and see titles 
Courts ; Practice and Procedure) ; commission of error and writ of error 
(writs of error and the powers and practice existing in the High Court on the 
28th August, 1907, in respect of motions for new tiials or the granting of the 
same in criminal cases in England abolished by the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 
(7 Edw. 7, c. 23), s. 20 (1). 

Writ of right of dower, abolished, and replaced by writ of summons by the 
Common Law Procedure Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 126). 

(/) The secretarial seals are the signet, the second secretarial seal, and the 
cachet. The oflico of the signet has now been abolished (see note (a), p. 11, 
ante), and each department now uses its own signet. An example of its use is 
in the commissions of appointment of and instructions to colonial governors. 

(m) See, as to the Admualty, the Admiralty Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 40), s. 1 ; 
as to the Treasury, the Consolidated Fund Act, 1816 (56 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 2, 

(«) Seep. 13, anfe. 

(o) See ibid, and p. 72, post 
* (p) See note (a), p. 9, ante. 

(2) The warrant appointing the Paymnster General is countersigned by the 
Treasury (Paymaster General Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 35), s. 4). 

(r) Sw note {1), supra. 

(s) See p. 53, post. 

^ (0 See Order in Council, 12th August, 1907, by which the present Commie* 

Bioners are appointed. 

(«) See title Botal Forces. 

or^reqSred^ *^9 last cases no special forms of appointment appear to be used 

0^9^ iu Council, 6th May, 1873, s. 2, issued under the authority of the 
Officers Commissions Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 4), e. 1* 
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and & principal Secretary of State, or by the Admiralty in the case 
of the marines (c). 

23. E.’jcept vhere it is otherwise provided by statute, all public 
officers and servants of the Crown hold their appointments at the 
pleasure of the Crown (d), and all, in general, are subject to dis- 
missal at any time without cause assigned (c) ; nor will an action 
for wrongful dismissal bo entertained (/'). But where the office is 
conferred by letters patent, procedure by scire facias, criminal 
information, or impeachment may, it seems, bo necessary in order 
to vacate the office (q). 

24. The offices of the judges of the High Court and of the 
Court of Appeal, with the exception of the Lord Chancellor (/i), the 
members of the Council of India (/), the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General and Assistant Auditor (A), and the assistant barristers in 
Ireland (0, are expressly directed to be held during good behaviour, 
subject to a power of removal upon an address to the Crown by 
both Houses of Parliament. Such offices may, it is said, bo 
determined for want of good bebaviour without an address to the 
Crown, either by scire facias (in the case of letters patent), criminal 
information, or impeachment, or by the exercise of the inquisitorial 
and judicial jurisdiction vested in the House of Lords (»i). 

The grant of an office during good behaviour creates an office 
for life determinable upon breach of the condition (a), and behaviour 
means behaviour in matters concerning the office (o), except in the 
case of conviction upon an indictment for any infamous olTence of 
such a nature as to render the 2 ^crson unfit to exercise the office. 


('•) Order in Council, 5tli May, 18T;3. ss. 1, 3. rioinotion of olTicors lioldiii" 
poiinaneut rank, or of officers not holdinj; peniiiuieiit rank, Imt wlio have 
alreaily been jiroinolcd in tlio nmnner stated in tho text, is notified in the l.imilvn 
tluzflte, and takes effect according to tho tenor of tljc iiotihcatiun (ihiiJ., s. 4). 
See also title llov.vi. I’oiiCF.s. 

('!) Diiuii V. Ji., [1S9G] 1 Q. B. 110, C. A., per Lord Ueiiscuell, L.C., at 
p. 119. 

(»■) See ns to ofTicers in tho nrtny and navj’. He Tn/nill (1870), 3 Ch. D. 104, 
and title Crown Practice; as to civil servants in tho colonial service. Young v. 
Adamt, [1898] A. C. 409; Jte New South W ales [Goi'ervor-Oeueral), F/x jntrle 
Jtohertson (1858), 11 hloo. P. C. C. 288. See also Urant v. Secretarg of Stale for 
India (1877). 2 C. P. D. 445; Dickson v. Cvmbermere {Viscount) (1803), 3 P. & P. 
527 : and title Crown pRAcricE. 

(/) See the cases cited in the last note. 

(g) See Ite New SotUh ifafr. {Goverunr-General), Fx parte Rohertson, suiura. 
The methods of detenniiiing an otficu held daring good behaviour (which would, 
it seems, ho apjilicable) were stated in tho ease of Sir Jonah llarrington to 
ho (1) scire f tcias; (2) criuiinal inforinntion ; (.3) im])eachinent ; (4) the oxerciso 
of the inquisitorial and judicial jurisdiction of tho House of Lords (see liords’ 
Journal, 4th Juno, 1830, Vol. LXII., p. G02). As to scire facias, aeo title 
Crown Piuctice. 

(/<) Judicature Act, 1875 (.38 & 39 Viet c. 77), s. 5. 

(() Ooveniment of India Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. lOG), 8. 11. 

ft,) and Audit Departments Act, 18GG (29 & 30 Viet. c. 39), a. 3. 

(/) Civil Bdl Courts (Ireland) Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 57), s. 2. 

(;») Barrington’s {Sir Jonah) Case (1830), Lorda’ Journal, 4th June, 1830, Vol 
ijAii., p. G02. 

(a) Co. I.itt. 42 a. 

(a) 4 Co. Inst. 1 17. 
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W’liicli amounts legally to misbeliaviour though not committed in 
connection with tlio office (;>). 

Misbehaviour as to the office itself means improper exercise of the 
functions appertaining to the office, or non-attendance, or neglect 
of or refusal to perform the duties of the office ( 7 ). 

25. Where an office is held during good behaviour subject to a 
power of removal by the Crown on an address from both Houses of 
rarliament, proceedings may, it sccm«, be initiated by a petition to 
cither House of Parliament, praying for an address to the Crown (r), 
or by articles of charge presented to the House of Commons by a 
member (s) ; or proceedings may be originated in either House by a 
resolution for an address to the Crown to appoint a c -ramittee of 
inquiry into the conduct of the person designated ( 0 , though 
preferably they should be commenced in the Hou^e of Commons (a). 
The charges upon which the proceedings are gi-ounded must, however, 
be distinctly and specifically alleged, and must be such as would, if 
proved, bo sufficient to warrant an address to the Crown for 
dismissal (h). If the facts alleged are sufficient, the House may 
proceed to refer the matter for inquiiy either to a select com- 
mittee or to a committee of the whole House (c), but in either 
case opportunity should, it seems, be given to the officer whose 
conduct is impugned to make his defence on a public inquiry at 
the Bar either of the Lords or Commons (d). If an address to the 


{j>) See I}. V. Richardson (1758), 1 Burr. 517, at p. 539, on tho subject of 
removal from ofTice. 

(7) Hhrnoshnry's {Earl) Case (1010), 9 Co. Hop. 40 b. 50 a. 

(r) See I'ojc's Cate (1805), I,or(l.s’ Journal, Vol. XLV., pp. 181, 203. 201. 

(«) See M'Cleland's Cute (1819), Commons’ Journal, 27th Juno, 1819, Vol. 
LXXIV., p. 493 ; Pail. Deb., Vol. XL.. 850—4. 

(1) llarriiH/Uiu's (Sir Jonah) (1830), Commons’ Journal, ISth March, 1830, 
Vol. LX XXV., p. 19G. 

(a) In Fi x's Case (see note (r), suj ra) the procectlings were commenced by 
petition in tho House of Lords, but were subsequently abandonetl on a resolu- 
tion to tho effect that no criminal complaint can be prcfciTcd originally in the 
T.ords, that tho IIouso of Commons is tho grand inquest of tho High Court of 
Parliament, and that that IIouso alono can bring complaints before the Lords 
for high crimes and misdemeanours (sco Pari. Deb. (n. s.), Vol. VII., 757, 758). 
A protest against this couiso was, however, recorded by Lords Abcrcom, Eldon, 
and others (see ibid., p. 788), and tho resolution would not now, it is apprehended, 
be acted upon. 

(h) Thus in M'CklaiuTs Case, supra, a motion to refer tho matter for inquiry 
was rejected on tho ground that no such corrupt conduct had been imputwl as 
would justify inquiry (sec Commons’ Journal, Vol. LXXIV., p. 493; Pari Deb., 
Vol. ^j., 850 854). In Ahinger's (Lord) Case (1843) tho complaint was tho use 
of objectionable expressions in charges to tho juiy. But the motion to refer for 
inquiiy was negatived because tho charges were not speciQc (see Pari. Dob., 
3rd Ser., Vol. LXVL, 1102, 1129, 1130). 

(c) For refercuco to a select committee see O^Gradi/'s (Chief Baron) Case (1821), 
Commons’ Journal, Vol. LXXVI.,p. 499; Vol. LXXVIII., p. 321. laBarring- 
ton's (Sir Jonah) Case (1830), note (t^, supra, a select committee was leportod to 
inquire into tho report of tho commission of inquiry in Ireland, and Sir Jonah 
was pemitted to attend. The report of the select committee was ultimately con- 
sidored in a committee of tho whole House (see Commons’ Journal, 18th March, 
1830, Vol. LXXXV.), and Sir Jonah petitioned for a trial at the Bor, but this 
was refused (see Mirror of Parliament, IS’lO, pp. 1702, 1803, 1897). 

('/) In Barrington's (Sir Jonah) Case, supra, evidence on oath having been 
token and fully considered previously, the House refused a trial at the Bor of 
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Crown is agreed to, it is communicated to the other House, and if 
not rejected there, is ultimately conveyed to the Crown, which 
replies in accordance with the terms of the address (c). 


Sub-Sect. 4. — Oaih$ of Ojffict and Judicial Oaths. 

26 . Tlie oath of allegiance and olBcial oath must be tendered 
to and taken by certain executive officers (/), and the oath of 
allegiance and judicial oath by certain members of the judiciary ( 9 ), 
in the foi*m and manner prescribed (/<), as soon as may be after their 
acceptance of office, and failure to take the oaths when tendered, or 
the solemn affirmation or declaration permitted in place of the 
oaths, entails vacation of the office, if already entered upon, or 
disqualification from holding the same, if not already entered upon. 
But no person may be compelled, in respect of the same appoint- 
ment to the same office, to take the oaths, affirmations, or declarations 
more than once (t). 

27. The oath of allegiance and judicial oath (except as to 
judges of the Court of Appeal and of the High Court) are to be 
taken before such persons as His Majesty may from time to time 
appoint, or, in England, before the Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, or in open court before one or more of the judges of the 
High Court, or in open court at the general or quarter sessions of 


the House, though it was questioned whether an address ought to bo voted with- 
out a full public inquiry (see Mirror of Parliament, 1S30, pp. 1702, 1863, 1897). 
On the subsequent proceedings in the House of Lords a petition for trial at the 
Par of the House was grantca (see Lords’ Journal, 4th June, 1830, pp. 599, 602). 

(e) Barriiujtoii' 6 {Sir Jonah) Case (1830) ; see note (<) on p. 23, ante. For the 
terms of the reply, see Lords’ Journal, Vol. IjXII., p. 915, and Commons* 
Journal, Vol. LXXXV., p. 653, 22nd Juh% 1830. This appears to be the only 
case in which the proceedings were carried to a final conclusion. 

(/) Promissoi-y Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 5. These officers, 
so far as relates to England, are as follows {ihid.^ Sched. I.) : — First T^ord of the 
Treasury, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Chancellor, President of the 
Council, Lord Privy Seal, Secretaries of State, First Lord of the Admiralty, 
Chief Commissioner of Works and Public Buildings, President of the Board of 
Trade, Lord Steward, Lord Chamberlain, Earl Marshal, Master of the Horse, 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Pa;^a8ter General, Postmaster General, 
President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (see the Board of Apiculture 
Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 30), s. 8 (2), but only if ho is not one of the officers 
of State mentioned in s. 1 (1), ibid.), and President of the Board of Education 
(Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 8). The oath as to 
England is to be tendon^ by the Clerk of the Council, and taken in the 
presence of His Majesty in Council, or otherwise as His Majesty shall direct 
(Promissory Oaths Act, 1868, Sched. I.). 

For the persons required to take the oath in Scotland and Ireland, see ihid, 

(g) These are the Lord Chancellor of Great Britain (Promissory Oaths Act, 
1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 6, Sched. IL ; Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, 
c. 77), 8. 5), and the judges of the High Court and of the Court of Appeal, who 
must take the oaths when entering on the execution of their offices in the 
presence of the Lord Chancellor (Jumcature Act, 1875, «u^). The Becorder of 
London and justices of the peace for counties and borom^ are also required to 
^e the oath (Promissory Oaths Act, 1868, supra, Sched. II.). As to the judiciary 
in Scotland and Ireland, see Sched. II. of the Promissory Oaths Act, 1868. 

(^) The forms are given by the Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet 
c. 72), 88. 2, 3, 4, 10 . / • \ 

(i) Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), ss. 7, 11, 13. 
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the peace for the county, borough, or place in which the person 
taking the oaths acts as justice (j). 

28 . Persons by law permitted to make a solemn affirmation or 
declaration may make a solemn affirmation by substituting certain 
words in the forms of judicial and official oaths as provided by the 
Promissory Oaths Act, 18G8(A;). 

29 . Other cases in which special oaths are required to be taken 
by persons before entering upon offices or dignities are the oaths of 
homage by archbishops and bishops (Z), the oaths required to be 
taken by peers, baronets, or knights upon their creation (m), by 
members of Parliament on taking their seats (n), by members of 
the clergy (o), by privy councillors (p), by persons in the army and 
auxiliary forces (q), and by certain persons claiming to be the owners 
of British ships (r), and many other instances might be given («). 

30 . In all places and for all purposes where an oath is required 
by law, any person stating that he objects on the ground that he 
has no religious belief, or that the taking of an oath is contrary to 
his religious belief, may make a solemn affirmation in the manner 
provided, and the fact that he has no religious belief does not affect 
the validity of the oath so administered. 

Wilfully, falsely, and corruptly affirming any matter or thing 
renders the person liable as in the case of an oath (t). 

31 . Any person who so desires may, without further question, 
swear with uplifted hand in the form and manner in which an oath 
is usually administered in Scotland (/<)• 


{j) Promissory Oaths Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 48), s. 2. The Courts of 
Chancery, Queen’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer mentioned in the 
section are now amalgamated into the High Court. As to the mode of taking 
the oaths in Scotland and Ireland, see ibid. As to the taking of tho oath by the 
judges, see note {g)f p. 24, ante, 

{k) Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 11. 

(/) See Vol. VI., p, 397, and title Ecclesiastical Law. 

(m) See title Dignities, The oath of allegiance in the form provided by the 
Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 2, is to be substituted for 
the oaths of allegiance, supremacy, or abjuration or any of them required to be 
taken in such cases (ibid,, s. 14 (5)). 

(n) Under the Parliamentary Oaths Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 19), 
amended as to tho oath of allegiance to be taken for tho oath of allegiance, 
supremacy and abjuration, by tho Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet, 
c. 72). See title Parliament. 

(o) Under tho Clerical Subscription Act, 1865 f28 & 29 Viet. c. 122), amended by 
the Promissory Oaths Act, 1 868 (3 1 & 32 V ict c. 72). Sec title Ecclesiastical Law. 

( p) See p, 52, posL 

(fj) See title Boyal Forces. 

(r) Under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 5S Viet. c. 60), s. 1, the 
oath of allegiance in such cases is to bo in tho form provided by tho Promissory 
Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), Soo s. 14 (8) of that Act, and, gouorally, 
title SnirriNO and Navigation. 

(«) The various oaths roquiicd to bo taken by public officers in 1867 are fully 
sot out in the report of tho Oaths Committoo, 1867 (Parliamentary Pupore, 
1867, Vol. XXXI.b by which declarations in place of tho oulhs wore rccom- 
inondod. Declarations or affirmations in lieu of oaths may now bo made under 
tho provisions stated on p. 26, post. 

It) Oaths Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet c. 40), ss. 1-4. 

(tt) Ibid., s. 5. 
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32 . Except in the cases otherwise provided for by the rromissory 
Oaths Act, 1868 (a), or expressly excepted from the operation of 
that Act (b), where an oath is required to be taken by any person on 
or as a condition of his accepting any employment or oiBce, a 
declaration is to be substituted therefor, and the making of the 
declaration is to have the same effect in all respects as the taking of 
the oath (c). 

In the case of oaths required to bo taken as a condition of 
accepting any office or employment in His Majesty’s band of 
gentlemen-at-arms, or bodyguard of Yeomen of the Guard, or 
in any other department of His Majesty’s household, a declara- 
tion of fidelity is to be substituted with the addition (if so pro- 
vided by Order in Council (d)) of a declaration of secrecy to be 
observed. 

If before the 81st July, 1868, an oath was required to be 
taken on acceptance of any office in or under a municipal cor- 
poration, or on or as a condition of admission to membership in, or 
participation in the privileges of, any municipal coriwration, there 
is to be substituted for such oath in either case respectively a 
declaration that the declarant will faithfully perform the duties of 
his office, or will faithfully demean himself as a member of, or 
l)avticipator in the privileges of, the corporation (c). 

Where before the 31st July, 1868, an oath was required to 
bo taken as a condition of admission to membership or fellow- 
ship or participation in the privileges of any guild, body corporate, 
society, or company, a declaration to the like effect is to be 
substituted for the oath. But if any two or more members. 


(a) See pp. 24, 2o, ante. An affirmation in place of an oath mny bo made in 
all cases ; see p. 25, ante. 

(i) Nothing in the Act is to affect: (1) the Cleiical Subscription Act, 18G5 
(28 & 29 Viet. c. 122), or tho rarliamcntary Oaths Act, 1800 (29 & 30 ^'ict. 
c. 19), except as to the oath of allcgiaiico to be taken instead of the oath or 
oaths of allegiance, supremacy, and abjuration ; (2) tho oath taken by Privy 
Councillors of the United Kingdom or of Ireland, with a liko oxcc 2 )tioa ns 
above; (3) the oath of homage taken by archbishops and bishops in II is 
Majesty's presence ; (4) tho oaths of canonical obedience taken by bishops on 
consecration, and reserved by the Clerical Subscription Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Viet, 
c. 122); (5) any oath taken by peers, baronets, or knights on creation, with a 
like exception as above; ((>) any oath required to be taken in tho army, 
marines, militia, yeomanry, or volunteere ; (7) tho oath taken by aliens on 
naturalisation ; (S) the oath taken by certain peisons claiming to be tho owners 
of British ships under tho Merchant Shipping Act, 1854 (17 18 Viet. c. ]()4), 

now tho Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. GO), s. 1 ; (9) any oath 
required or authorised by statute for the purpose of attesting any fact or verifying 
accounts or documents ; (10) any oath or declaration tuKen in judicial ratiiica. 
(ion by married women under the law of Scotland ; (11) any oath required by 
statute or custom to be taken by any juror, witness, or other person ns pre- 
liminary to, or in the course of, any civil, military, criminal, or other trial, 
inquest, proceedings of a judicial nature (including any arbitration), or pro- 
ceedings before a committee of either House of I’aiTiumont, or Lofoio any com- 
missioner or any other special tribunal appointed by the Crown (Promissory 
Oaths Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Viet c. 72), s. 14). 

(c) /it'd., 8. 12 (4) (5). The direction is expressed by “shall” is the Act; 
tlie provision would tnereforo appear to bo compiilBorj’. 

(</) This power does not appear to have been exercised. 

(e) Promissory Oaths Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Viet c, 72), s. 12 (2). 
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with the concurrence o! the majority of the members present i. 

and voting at a meeting specially summoned for the purpose, In General 
object to any statement contained in the declaration on the 
ground of its relating to duties which by reason of change of 
circumstances have become obsolete, they may appeal to a principal 
Secretary of State to omit such statement, and his decision is to be 


final (/). 

Wlicre a declaration has been substituted for an oath, any 
person, guild, body corporate, or society, who or which before 
the 31st July, 1868, had power to alter the oath or to substitute 
another in its place, may exercise a like power with regard to the 


declaration (g). 


33 . Certain powers vested in the Treasury of substituting rowers n( 
declarations for oaths may also be exercised (//) ; and in certain Treasurjr. 
cases declarations have been substituted for the oaths and aflSdavits 
required to bo taken by persons entering upon the discharge, or 
acting in the performance, of public duties (i). 


(/^ Promissory Oaths Act, 180S (,‘]1 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 12 (3). 

(ry) Promissory Oaths Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 15. Under the 
Statutory Declarations Act, 1835 (5 & G Will. 4, c. 62), the Treasury are 
empowered to substitute declarations for oaths in certain cases (see note (/<), 
ivfra)y and by the same Act the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and all 
other bodies corporate and politic and all bodies by law or statute, 6r by any 
valid usage, authorised on the Uth September, 1835, to administer or receive 
any oath, solemn affirmation, or afiidavit. may make statutes, bye-laws, 
or orders authorising and directing the substitution of a declaration in lieu 
of any oath, solemn alfirmation, or affidavit, at that date required to be 
taken, provided such statutes etc. are otherwise duly made and passed acconb 
ing to the charter, laws, or icgulations of the particular university, or body 
politic or corporate {ibtd.y s. 8). 

(//) Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 14 (0). The powers 

are conferred by the Statutory^ Declarations Act, 1835 (5 & G Will. 4, c. 62), 
ss. 2 — G, and are as as follows. In any case where any oath, solemn affirmation, 
or affidavit is required to bo taken by any person for any purpose whatever by 
liny’' Act or Acts relating to the revenues of Customs or Inluud He venue, the 
Post Office, the Office of Woods and Forests, Land llevcnues. Works and 
Public Buildings (now the Departments of the Commissioners of Woods and 
Forests, and of the Commissioners of Works and Public Buildings), the War 
Office, the Army Pay Oftice, or the financial business of the Admiralty, the 
Treasurv, Chelsea and Greenwich Hospitals, the Board of Trade, or any office of a 
principal Secretary of State, the India Board (now the Council of India (see title 
l)ErENDEXCiES AND CoLOXiEs) ), tho Office of the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General, the National Debt Office, or any office under the control, direc- 
tion, or superintendence of tho Treasury, or by any official regulation in 
any department, the Treasury may by writing under their hands and seals 
substitute a declaration to the same effect as the oath, affirmation, or affi. 
davit. A cony of the order must bo inserted by tho Treasury as soon as 
niay be in the London (hiziite.y and the declaration must be administered 
in lieu of tho oath, affirmation, or affidavit previously required after tho 
expiration of twenty days next following the date of the Gazette* Tlie 
declaration so made and published must be made and subscribed in presence 
of the person or persons empowered by the Act or Acts to administer 
the oath, solemn affirmation, or affidavit, and any person making a false 
declurntion is guilty of a misdemeanour. These provisions do not affect any 
oath of allegiance required to bo taken on appointment to any office (liid., 
6. G). 

(0 By tho Statutory Declarations Act, 1835 f 5 & C Will. 4, c. G2) ; oath of 
omco of churchwaixlcns and sidesmon abolishcu and declaration substituted 
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34. All persons are bound by an oath administered in the form 
and with the ceremonies they may declare to be binding, and in 
the case of false swearing may be convicted of perjury (/*). 

35. Where any person is prevented or relieved from taking any 
oath, or making or subscribing any declaration under the Parlia- 
mentary Oaths Act, 1866, or the Promissory Oaths Acts, 1868 and 
1871, which in either ease respectively forms a condition precedent 
or subsequent to the attainment of any office, privilege, exemption 
or other benefit, or the due performance of any act, such person is 
nevertheless, on complying with the other conditions (if any) 
attached to the attainment of the same, or the due performance of 
the Act, to be entitled thereto, and be deemed to have duly per- 
formed such act (f). 

36. Subject to certain exceptions (in), British subjects professing 
the Boman Catholic religion may hold, exercise, and enjoy all civil 
and military offices and places of trust or profit under His Majesty, 
and exercise any other franchise or civil right (n). Nothing, 
however, contained in the Homan Catholic Belief Act, 1829, is to be 
construed to exempt any person professing such religion from the 
necessity of taking any oath or oaths, or making any declaration 
required by law on admission into any such office or place of trust 
or profit (o). 

37. Subject to an exception as to persons professing the Boman 
Catholic religion, it is not now obligatory for any person to take, 
make, or subscribe the declaration against transubstantiation 
required by various Acts as a qualification for the exercise 
or enjoyment of any civil office, franchise, or right within the 
realm (/)). 


(iliil., 8. 9, and seo title Ecclesiastical Law) ; declarations substituted for 
oatlis and ailidaTits under the Uiabways Acts {ibid., s. 10, and see title Hioii- 
WAYS ETC.) : under tlie Pawnbrokers Acts (ibid., s. 12), on transfers of stock at 
the Bank of England {ibid , s. ll) ; in actions and suits within colonics and 
dependencies relating to debt where any of the parties is resident in Great 
Britain {ibid., s. 15, repealed os to Victoria by the Colonial Affidavits Act, 1859 
(22 & 23 Viet. c. 12), s. 1) ; suits by the Crown relating to debts in any Colonics 
or dependencies {ibid., s. 17, repealed as in last reference). Persons making 
false declarations arc guilty of a misdemeanour (i/n'cl., s. 21), and fees are payable^ 
as on the taking of the oaths etc. formerly required {ibid., s. 19) ). 

(l) Oaths Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 105). 

(/) Promissory Oaths Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet, c, 48), s. 1 (1). Such person is 
to bo entitled etc. in the same manner as if the condition rcloting to the oath 
or declaration and any directions as to the certificate or registration of the 
taking of the oath, or making or subscribing the declaration or otherwise, had 
been fulfilled and performed {ibid,). The provisions of the Promissory Oaths 
Acts arc given ante, pp. 24 et tcq. 

(m) Sec as to guardians, regents, or justices of the Unitwl Kingdom, Vol. VI., 
p. 370. As to the Lord Chancellor or Ivcejicr of the Great Seal, note («), p. 50, 
jKist. b'ec also, generally, title Ecclesiastical liAW. 

(n) Boman Catholic Belief Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 1), s. 10), as partially 
repealed by the Promissory Oaths Act, 1871 f34 & 35 Viet, c, 48). 

(o) Jhtd., 8. 1 1 , ns partially repealed as in the preceding note. 

(p) Test Abolition Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 02) s. 1, os partially rcpoolod 
by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1893 (50 & 67 Viet. c. H). Tho Acts by 
which tho oath was required aro not recited, but tho form of oath is given 
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Sub-Sect. 5. — Pensiona for Political Servicea. 

38. The Crown may, where it thinks fit, by warrant under the 

ei"n manual, countersigned by two or more Treasury Commissioners, 
grant to any person who has held certain political offices (q), a 
pension during life, according to the following scale : — (1) A first- 
class pension not exceeding j£2,000 per annum, in respect of a 
service of not less than four years, or its equivalent, in^ the office 
of First Lord of the Admiralty, and all other political offices 
remunerated with a yearly salary of not less than ^5,000. (2) A 

second-class pension not exceeding £1,200 per annum, in respect 
of a service of not less than six years, or its equivalent, in a 
political office remunerated with a yearly salary of less than £5,000, 
and not less than £2,000. (3) A third-class pension not exceeding 

£800 per annum, in respect of a service of not less than ten years 
in a political office remunerated with a yearly salary of less than 
£2,000, and more than £1,000 (r). 

39. Service for any time in an office of a lower class is to 
count as service for one-half that time in the class next above. 
But no person is to be entitled to a first or second-class pension 
who has not actually served two or three years in either class 
respectively. Any person who, having served for three years in a 
lower class, has afterwards served in a higher class for such time 
as would, if served in a lower class, have entitled him to a pension 
in the latter, is entitled to reckon the whole of his service as if 
passed in the lower class. The time of service may be continuous, 
or at different times, and in different offices of the above classes ; 
but no pension in any class may be granted while four pensions of 
that class are subsisting; nor may more than one pension of 
whatever class be granted in the same year («). 

No office created after the 9th August, 18G9, is to rank as a 
political office in either class, unless created by Act of Parliament ; 
and no addition to the salary of any political office, whether created 
before or after that date, is to entitle such office to rank in a 
higher class unless the addition is made by authority of an Act 
of rarliament (s). 


in the schedulo. Nothing in the Act is to be construed to onablo any lioman 
Catholic to exorcise or enjoy any civil olUce, franchiso, or right os to which 
the taking, making, or subscribing of the declaration abolished by the Act was 
on the 2dth July, 1807, a necessary qualification, or any other civil office, 
franchiso, or right from which ho was on that date excluded {ibid., s. 2). It 
may bo noted that the Crown is not named, and therefore not bound by 
the Act (see Vol. VL, p. 409). It could, however, it is apprehended, take 
advantage of the Act (see ibid.). 

• (q) For the purposes of the Act “ political offices ” are offices in the civil 
service of the Crown which are usually held by members of the House of liords 
or the House of Commons fPoliticol Offices Pension Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet, 
c. cob preamble). But the Act is not to apply (subject to the reservation in the 
text below) to any office in the permanent avil service of the Crown, or in the 
royal household, nor to any legu office offier than the office of Judgo Advocate- 
General {ibid., 8. 1). 

(rl PoUtical Offices Pension Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 60), as. 2, 8. 

(*) TJid., B. 4. 
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CONSTITUTIOKAL 

40 . Wliorc a person receiving any of the above pensions \ra3, 
at tlie time of applying for the pension, or is afterwards, entitled to 
any emolument (including any salary, compensation, superannua- 
tion allowance, or pension) payable out of moneys raised by taxa- 
tion, or out of any other public revenue in any part of His 
Mnjesty’s dominions, or received by way of fees or otherwise, in 
respect of bis holding any public office or employment in any part 
of His Majesty’s dominions, the payment of the political pension 
is, so long as be receives the emolument, to be suspended or 
diminished, according as the amount of the emolument is greater 
than or equal to, or is less than the amount of the political pension. 
Any person who is entitled to such emolument, either at the time 
of application for, or while receiving, a political pension, must forth- 
with deliver to tho Treasury a declaration under his baud stating 
the nature and amount thereof (t). 

41 . Tho granting of political pensions being founded on a 
consideration, not only of the services performed by the individual 
to the State, but of the inadequacy of his private fortune to main- 
tain his station in life, any person seeking tho same must apply to 
the Treasury in writing, to which he must subscribe his name, 
and the application must contain a statement not only of tho 
services performed by him, and the grounds on which the pension 
is claimed, hut also a si^ecific declaration that the amount of liis 
income from other sources is so limited as to bring him within tho 
above principle (a). 

42 . Pensions in respect of offices of which the salary is paid 
out of the revenues of India are to be paid out of those revenues (//). 
All political pensions not so payable are to be charged upon and 
p.ayable quarterly out of the Consolidated Fund, nc.\t in order of 
payment to, and after paying, or reserving sulliciont to pay, all 
such sums of money as have been directed to be jjaid by any Acts 
prior to tlie 9th August, 18G9, but with preference to all other charges 
thereafter to be charged upon the fund (c). 

Sl’C-Sect. 6. — Wearing of OJ/ichtl Holes. 

43 . Any person holding any judicial or civil or corporate olfico 
may attend and be present at any place of public meeting for 
religious worship in England, Ireland, or Scotland, in tho robe, 
gown, or other peculiar habit of his office, or with tho ensign or 
insignia of or belonging to the same, and such attendance does not 
entail any forfeiture of office or other penalty (</), 

Sub-Sect. l.—OJjldal Seents. 

44 . Certain offences relating to the wrongful obtaining or dis- 
closing of official information are made punishable by law (c). 

i o Political Offices Pension Act, 1809 (.32 & 33 Viet. c. GO), s. 0. 
a) Ibid., B. 7 : Superannuation Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 24), s. «. 
h) Ibid., 8. 6. 

Pension Act, 1809 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 001, 8. 8. 
d) Office and Oath Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Viet, c. Id), n. 4 . ' 

(e) Namely, the Official Secrete Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 62X 
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45. Any person is guilty of a misdemoanour, punishable on 
conviction with imprisonment with or without hard labour for 
not more than one year, or by fine, or both, who for the purpose of 
wrongfully obtaining information — 

(1) Enters or is in any part of a place belonging to the Sovereign (/) 
being a fortress, arsenal, factory, dockyard, camp, ship, oflice, or 
other like place, in which part he is not entitled to be (g ) ; or 

(2) When lawfully or unlawfully in any of the aforesaid places, 
obtains any document (//), sketch, plan, model (h) or knowledge of 
anything which he is not entitled to obtain, or takes without lawful 
authority any sketch or plan (i); or 

(3) 'NVhcn outside any fortress, arsenal, factory, dockyard, or camp 
belonging to the Sovereign, takes or attempts to* take, without 
authority given by or on behalf of the Sovereign, any sketch or 
plan of that fortress, arsenal, factory, dockyard, or camp (k) ; or 

(4) Wliere a person knowingly having possession of, or control 
over, any such document, sketch, plan, model, or knowledge as has 
been obtained or taken by means of any act constituting an offence 
under the Official Secrets Act, 1889, wilfully and without lawful 
authority communicates or attempts to communicate the same to 
any person to whom the same ought not, in the interest of the 
State, to be communicated at that time (/) ; or 

(5) Where a person having been intrusted in confidence by some 
officer under the Sovereign with any document, sketch, plan, model, 
or information relating to any such place as aforesaid, or to tho 
naval or military affairs of the Sovereign, wilfully and in breach of 
such confidence communicates the same, when in the interest of 
the State it ought not so to bo communicated (hi) ; or 

(G) W’hero a person having possession of any document, sketch, 
plan, model, or information relating to any fortress, arsenal, factory, 
dockyard, camp, ship, office, or other like place belonging to the 
Sovereign, or to tho naval or military affairs of the Sovereign, 
howsoever obtained or taken, wilfully communicates tho same to any 
person to whom he knows the same ought not, in tho interest of 
tho State, to be communicated at that time (>/). 

46. A person is guilty of felony, punishable on conviction at 
the discretion of the court to penal servitude for life, or for any 


(/) In tho Act a place belonging to tho Sovereign includes a place belonging 
to any department of the Qovornmont of tho United Kingdom, or of any of 
His Majesty’s possessions, though not actually vested in His Majesty (Ollicial 
Secrets Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 52), s. 8). 


in) 


Ibid., 8. 1 (l) (a) (i.). 

. Document includes part of a document. Mitdol includes design, pattern- 
ond specimen. “Sketch ’’ includes any photograph or other mode of represouta* 
tion of any place or thing (ibid., s. 8). 

(<■) Ibid., 8. 1 (1) (a) (if.). 

Ik) 8, 1 (1) (a) (iii.y 

{1) Ibid., 8. 1 (1) (b). Expressions Tcferring to communications under tha 
Act include any communication, whether in whole or in part, and whether the 
shotch, plan, model, or information itself, or the substauco or effect 
of the same only, be communicated (ibid., s. 

(w) 8. 1 (P' ' ^ 

(w) Ibid.y 8. 1 C2 
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term not less than five years, or to imprisonment for any teTm 
not exceeding two years with or without hard labour, who commits 
any act constituting a misdemeanour (o), if he intended to com- 
municate to a foreign Stale any information, document, sketch, 
plan, model, or knowledge obtained or taken by him, or intrusted 
to him as aforesaid, or if he communicates the same to any agent 
of a foreign State (p). 

47. Any person who by means of his holding or having held an 
office under the Sovereign (q) has lawfully or unlawfully obtained 
possession of or control over any document, sketch, plan, or model, 
or acquired any information, and at any time corruptly or contrary 
to his official duty communicates or attempts to communicate the 
same or any of them to any person to whom the same ought not in 
the interest of the State, or otherwise in the public interest, to be 
communicated at that time, is guilty of a breach of official trust (r). 

If the communication was mode or attempted to be made to a 
foreign State, the official breach of trust constitutes a felony, punish- 
able on conviction (at the discretion of the court) by penal servitude 
for life, or for any term not less than five years, or to imprison- 
ment for not more than two years with or without hard labour (<). 

In any other case the breach of official trust constitutes a mis- 
demeanour, punishable on conviction by imprisonment with or 
without hard labour for a term not exceeding one year, or by fine, 
or both (1), 

48. Any person who incites or counsels or attempts to procure 
another person to commit an offence as enumerated in the fore- 
going paragraphs is guilty of a misdemeanour and punishable on 
conviction as if he had committed the offence (»). 

An indictment for conspiracy to incite, and for inciting and 
attempting to procure a person employed by persons holding a 
contract with the Government involving the duty of secrecy, must 
contain an averment that the i)er8on incited etc. has by means of 
his office either obtained possession or control over the documents, 
or has acquired the information (a). 


(o) Soe p. 31, atife. 

lj>) Official Secrete Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yict. G. 52), s. 1 (3). 

[n) “Office under the Sorereign” includes any office or omploymont in or 
under any Oovernment department of the United Kingdom, and, so far os 
lega^s any document, ekoten, plan, model, or information relating to the naval 
or military affairs of His Majesty, includes any office or employment in or under 
any Qovemment department of any of His Majesty’s pos^sions {ibid., s. 8). 

(r) Ibid., s. 2 (1). The provisions of the section are to apply to a person 
holiung a contract with any department of the Oovommout of the United 
Kingdom, or with the holder of any office under the Sovereign as such holder, 
where the contract involves an obligation of secrecy; aim to any person 
employed by any person or body of persons bolding such a contract who is 
under a bke obbgation of secrecy, as if the person holding the contract and the 
person so employed were respectively holders of an office under the Sovereign 
(iWd., B. 2 (3) ) 

(«) Ibid., 8. 2 
{<) Ibid., 8. 2 


(a) Ibid., 

(o) n. T. 


8. 3. 

Sflwrf (1899), 63 J. P. 712. 
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49. Unless suspended by Order in Council' as to any British 
possession, or part of the same, under the power conferred by the 
Act (h), the provisions of the OflBcial Secrets Act, 1889, apply to 
offences under the Act when committed in any part of the 
dominions of the Crown or when committed by British officers or 
subjects elsewhere (c). 

50 . Prosecutions for the foregoing offences are not to be 
instituted except with the consent of the Attorney-General (d). 

The expenses of the prosecution of a misdemeanour under 
the Act are to be defrayed in like manner as in the case of a 
felony (e). 

An offence under the Act is not to be tried by any court of 
general or quarter sessions, nor by the sheriff court in Scotland, 
nor by any court out of the United Kingdom not having jurisdic- 
tion to try crimes involving the greatest punishment allowed by 
law (/). Special provision is made for the trial of offences com- 
mitted out of the United Kingdom (g). 

The provisions of the Criminal Law and Procedure (Ireland) 
Act, 1887, do not apply to any trial under the provisions of the 
Official Secrets Act, 1889 (h). 

51 . The Official Secrets Act, 1889, is not to exempt any person 
from any proceeding for an offence punishable at common law, or 
by military or naval law, or under any Act of Parliament other 
than the Act aforesaid, but no person may be punished twice for 
the same offence (0* 


{b) This power may be exercised (under s. 5 of the Official Secrets Act, 1889 
{o2 & 53 Viet. c. 52)) as to any british possession in which (either on or after 
the 2Gth August, 1880) any law made by the legislature of the same appears 
to the Crown to bo of the like effect as those contained in the Official berets 
Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet, c, 52), so long as such law continues in force there 
and no longer. The Oixler is to have effect as if enacted by the Official Secrets 
Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet, a 52). The suspon.sion is not to extend to the holder of 
an office under the Crown not appoint'd by the governor of the possession. 
Ihitish possession means any part of the British dominions not within the 
United Kingdom (/65/., s. 5). 

U) Ibid.t ss. 5, (i (1). 

{<[) Ibid,, 8 . 7 (1). “ Attorney .General ” means the Attorney or Solicitor 

General for England or for Ireland respectively, and as to Scotland the Lord 
Advocate. ^ to prosecutions in any court out of the United Kingdom, the 
person who in that court is Attorney-General, or exercises the like functions as 
the Attornoy-Goncral in England {ibid,, s. 7 (2) ). See, generally, title Criminal 
Law* and Procedure. 


U) Ibid,, s. 4. 

If) Ibid,, 8. C (3). 

{(j) By 8. 6 (2), ibid,, namely, if the offence is alleged to have been committed 
out of the United Kingdom it may bo tried and determined in any competent 
British court (see as to foreign jurisdiction, Vol. VI., pp. 448 et seq ,) in the place 
where the offence was committed, or in the High Court in England or the 
Central Criminal Court. The Chiminal Jurisdiction Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 85) 

i seo titles Criminal Law and Procedure ; Public Authorities and Public 
Ifficers), is to apoly os if the offence were mentioned therein and the Central 
Criminal Court and the High Court possessed the jurisdiction given by that 
Act to the Court of King^s Lench (ibiaX 
(h) Ibid., s. 6 (4). 

(O Ibid .^ 8. 9, 
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Sect. 2. — The Ministry and the Cabinet. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Formation of the Ministry. 

52. Upon the dismissal or resignation of an existing ministry (A*), 
under the recognised constitutional practice the Sovereign sum- 
mons to his presence the person Avhom he may consider most 
fitted for the purpose, and requests him to undertake the task of 
nominating the new ministry. Upon acceptance of this commis- 
sion, and kissing the King’s hands, the person so chosen becomes 
known as the Prime Minister or Premier, but his retention of that 
post is in practice dependent, in the first place, upon his ability 
to form a ministry ( 1 ). 

Though nominally the Sovereign is unfettered in the choice 
of his ministers, and may summon whom he pleases to fill the 
office of Prime Minister, yet, owing to the dependence of the execu- 
tive upon the support of the House of Commons (7;i)» tho choice of 
the Sovereign, except in unusual cases, is in practice restricted 
to one or other of the persons recognised by Parliament as the 
leaders of the party which commands a majority in the House of 
Commons (>i). But, whether this rule is adhered to or not, it is 
generally conceded that the ministers of the Crown are, under the 
established usage, entitled to a fair trial, at least until it becomes 
clear that they are unable to obtain that support in the House of 
Commons which is necessary to enable them to carry on the 
executive government («). And even where it is obvious that the 


(/.) As to tho dismissal or rctiiement of ministries generally, sco pp. 49 et snj,, 
post, 

(/) F.//., Lord Granville failed to form a ministry in 18 j 0 (sco Pulitical History 
of England, YoL XIL, 174). 

(777) Though nominally the Crown has the free choice of the Premier (see ;>er 
Birll. Peel, l*arliamentary Debates, 8i-d series, Vol. LXXXllI., 1004, and Parlia- 
mentary History, Vol. XXXV., 900, 902; and prr Sir William Grant, Par- 
liamentary Debates, Vol. IX., 474), in practice the choice is limited to the pernoii 
tnii^tcd by the majority of the House of Commons. The necessity for this choico 
is imposed upon the Crown by the power of Parliament to defeat the practical 
administration of public government by cutting off supplies (see Vol. VI., p. 3811). 
The House of Commons has, it is said, the right of aavising the Sovereign as to 
the unfitness of the ministry, or in ca.so of urgency, but not so ns to render the 
Sovereign accountable for the choice of ministers (see j^rr I/)rd Selkirk, Parlia- 
mentary Debates, Vol. IX., 377 ; per Mr. Cunning, Puiliamcntary Debatt»H, 
Vol. XXI II., 207). As to addros.scs urging the appointTnent of a strong and 
efficient ministr)', or indicating the character of a ministi y desired by the llou.so, 
see note (r), p. 3j, post), 

(n) There may b^cascs where the person to bo selected is not obviou.s, ns 
where there arei 4 j 0 o or more leading members of the sumo party, one of whom 
will not work under the other (c.y., Lord Palmerston and Ix)rd iohn Iluasedl in 
1859, when Lord Granville was selected, though on his failure to form a 
ministry the post of lYcmier was eventually filled by liord I’almorston (seo 
Political History of England, Vol. XII., 174)). In coses where the lines of 
division are vague, or majorities small, coalitions ore sometimos resorted to 
{e,g,, the Whigs and Peelitcs luidcr Lord Aberdeen in 185iy. 

(o) When Pitt was called to office in 1783 by George III., he had the con- 
fideuco of the King and of the House of Ijords, but not of the majority of the 
House of Commons. In 1801, when George III. replaced Pitt by Addington 
contrary to the wishes of the majority in the Commons, it was recognised 
that the King has the sole right of appointing ministers, and that the latter 
are entitled at the outset to the constitutional confidence of the House, 
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ministry do not command the confidence of theHoufie of Commons, 
it is customary for the latter to extend such support by granting 
supplies, or otherwise, as may be necessary to enable the executive 
government of the country to be carried on in a manner becoming 
to the dignity of the nation until the sense of the electorate can 
conveniently be taken upon a dissolution, or until a new ministry 
can be formed which commands the requisite majority (a). 

No stated rule exists as to the time which may elapse between 
the dissolution of an existing ministry and the appointment of 
a new one. But the royal summons to the new Prime Minister 
is invariably made within the space of a few days (fc), and any 
unreasonable delay on the part of the Crown is viewed unfavourably 
l>y Parliament (c). 

63. Acceptance of the post of Prime Minister entitles the 
li older to place and precedence next after the Archbishop of 
York (d), but not to any special salary (e). The office is not recog- 
nised in terms cither by the common or statute law, nor does it 
entail any specific legal duties, privileges, or disabilities (f). By 


(a) When the Oovernment is in a minority, dissolution or resignation is the 
rcco^niiscd procedure, but in the case of dissolution, which the ministry have an 
undoubted right to advise (see jter Lord Palmerston, Parliamentary Debates, 
3rd scries, Vol. CLIII., Hlo), the IIousc of Commons must make itself a party to 
the transaction by accelerating proceedings, and concurring in temporary 
measures, so as not to render that course inconvenient 1310—1311). 

(//) According to Todd, changes of ministry under ordinary circumstances 
should bo effected within a week (Todd, Pariiainentarj’ Ooyemment, Vol. I., 
p. 216). Put {sernhh) no definite time can bo laid down, provided the Sovereign 
does not delay unnecessarily. 

(o) Upon various occasions whore delay has occurred, Parliament has taken 
measures to address tho Sovereign, requesting him to form a strong and efficient 
ministry, or indicating the chaiactcr of the ministry desired by the House of 
Commons, 

((/) This rank was conferred upon tho then existing Piime Minister, and all 
future Piiine hlinisters by royal warrant of 2nd December, 11)05 (see tho 
jAmdon (iiizHte of that date). Tho w^arrant is noticeable as containing an 
efilcial rccoj^nition of the ollic© of Prime Minister. Tho only earlier official 
reference opjx'ars to bo tho Treaty of Dorlin, in which liord Beaconsfield 
described himself as Piiino Minister (see Anson, Law and Custom of tho 
Constitution, 3id cd., Vol. II., 127). 

(p) As First Lord of tho Treasury (see note (t), p. 3G, posf) he, however, draws 
a salary of £5,000 per annum. Tho office of Lord Privy Seal, which is sometimes 
held by him, is now unsalurioil. Tho Prime Minister also enjoys the use of 
the oflicial residence in Downing Street. 

(/) Tho occurrence of tho term “first” or “ Primo ” Minister is to bo found as 
early as tho Tudor period, though, owing to the greater ascendency of tho Crown, 
his position and powers dilTerod widely from those of tho Primo Minister of the 
present day (see Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. IL, 119). As at present 
understood, bis office originated with, and was rendered necessary by, the 
absence of the King at meetings of tho Cabinet, and consequent non-particiiKi- 
lion in tho conduct of public affaii*8, which dates from the accession of George I. 
(see ibid,, Vol. II. , 120, and ns to the withdrawal of the King from the Cabinet, 
note (c), p, 45, ;)o«f). Under William 111. there was usually a “ chief adviser” 
of tho Crown on matters of ndmiuistmtion and legislation, but the King kimself 
was the actual head of his ministries, and tho only bond of union between their 
meiribors (Macaulay, History of England, Vol. Ill,, 13, 638; Vol. IV., 443; 
lodd, Parliamentary Qovenimont, Vol. IL, p. 120). The ascendency of Wal|>ole, 
wjio sat in the House of Commons as First Lord of the Treasury from 1715 to 
1717, and from 1721 to 1742, is the first real illustration of the position occupied 
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conventional usage, however, the Prime Minister is invariably a 
member either of the House of Commons or of the House of 
Lords (flf), and a Privy Councillor (fe), and usually holds the office of 
First Lord of the Treasury, or one or other of the more important 
executive offices (i). ^ Moreover, his special duties and privileges, 
and his relations with the Crown, the Cabinet, and Parliament, 
are sufficiently clearly defined by recognised usage and practice (k). 

64. Under the established usage the Prime Minister is entitled 
to choose his colleagues who compose the ministry (/), and he 
accordingly submits their names for approval to the Crown. 


by a modern Prime Minister, though the title was resented by him (tftid., 119, 
120; Macaulay, History of England, Vol. III., 13; Parliamentary History, 
Vol. XI., 1287, note), and, owing to the dislike occasioned by his personal 
ascendency, attempts were made to dismiss him by an address to the Ciown and 
by impeachment, which, however, failed (see Parliamentary History, Vol. XI., 
1083, 112G, 1215, 1303; Mahon, History of England, Vol. III., 101 — 155). As 
to the protest recorded in the Lords on the same occasion that “ a solo or oven 
a first minister is unknown to the law of Britain,** see Parliamentary History, 
Vol. XI., 1215. The conduct of the administration with reference to the wishes 
of the House of Commons originated with Walpole, but the general acceptance 
of the Premier’s status and position as at present underst^d dates from the 
leadership of Pitt in 1783 (Todd, Parliamentary Government in England, Vol. II., 
119, 120). The term “ Prime Minister” and the oflBce itself are still unrecog- 
nis^ by substantive law Vol. IL, 139), and it has been said that their 

recognition in an Act of Parliament would bo unconstitutional (per Lord 
Lan^owne in 1829, tbuL), The term ** Prime Minister** in its more modem 
sense is said to occur first in the writings of Swift, temp. Anne (see Anson, Law 
and Custom of the Constitution, 3rd ed,, Vol. IL, 1 14), and now the Warrant of 
1905 (see note (J) on p. 35) may be regarded as officially recognising the use of 
the term. 

(^) The person selected is preferably a member of the House of Commons as 
being more in touch with his colleagues and with the House of Commons itself. 
But numerous instances have occurred where the person obviously recognised 
as the leader of the predominant party in the Commons was a member of the 
House of Lords, and was selected by the Crown to form a Ministry, e.g,, Ixird 
Derby, 1852, 1858, 18GG; Lord Aberdeen, 1852; Lord Eussoll, 18G5; Ixird 
Salisbury, 1885, 188G, 1895; liord Kosebery, 1894. 

{//) All members of the Cabinet are invariably Privy Councillors (see p. 43, jyoit), 

(/) The Piime Minister is now usualJk First Ix)rd of the Treasury, and some- 
times liOrd Privy Seal, though the offices vary, e.g.^ Mr. Gladstone, 1892--4, 
Mr. Balfour, 1902, First Lord of the Treasury and Lord Piivy Seal ; Mr. Balfour, 
1903, First Lord of the Treasury; Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, 1905, Mr. 
Asquith, 1908, Fiist Lord of the Treasury ; Ijord Bosebery, 1894-5, First 
Lord of the Treasurj’ and I^ord President of the Council. The duties of these 
offices being for the most part nominal, the Prime Minister can devote all his 
time and energies to party and parliamentary duties. Where the Premier is a 
member of the House of I^ords, one of the more arduous posts is sometimes 
filled by him, Mg^rd Salisbury, 1885, 1886, 1895, filled the office of Foreign 
Secretary (as toroe second ^lisbury Cabinet, from 188G to 1892, succeeding 
to that office on the resignation of Lord Iddesleigh in December, 188G). Ihe 
office of First Lord of the Treasury has usually been ossociaiod with that of 
Prime Minister since ISOG (Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. 11., 140). 

(/•) See, as to these, pp. 37 et seg., jmU 

(1) The recognition of this doctrine has been gradual. Under the Stuarts, 
after 1G88 under William III., ministers were chosen arbitrarily by 
the^vereign. Under the first two Georges (1721—1742) Walpole was enabled 
to choose his colleagues owing to his personal ascendency, but the principle of 
free choice by the Premier was not recognised (see Todd, Pariiamantary 
GovemmonL Vol. 1 1., 119, 120). During the reigns of the first three Georges 
tne Wnigs claimed both the nomination of the Prime Minister and to limit the 
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Except in the case of coalition ministries, when, owing to 
the break-up of political parties, the selection of persons whose 
views are identical with regard to some national question of para- 
mount importance, irrespective of their views upon minor questions 
and of the ordinary lines of party division, is the only means of 
forming a coherent administration (ni), the names of the persons so 
submitted by the Prime Minister are chosen by him from amongst 
the adherents of the political party of which he is the central figure, 
and for whose policy he is principally responsible. 

65- With the Prime Minister the persons so selected fill the 
following offices : (1) Cabinet officers : * the Lord High Chancellor 
of Great Britain («) ; * the Prime Minister ; * the First Lord of 
the Treasury; *tlie Lord President of the Privy Council; *the 
Lord Privy Seal ; * the First Lord of the Admiralty. His 
Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State (o), namely: *the Home 
Secretary ; * the Foreign Secretary ; * the Secretary of State for 
War ; * the Colonial Secretary ; * the Secretary of State for 
India ; ** the Chief Secretary for Ireland ( p) ; * the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer; *the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster; 
• the Secretary for Scotland ; •• the Postmaster-General ; • the 
President of the Board of Trade ; * the President of the Local 
Government Board ; *• the President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries ; * the President of the Board of Education; ♦•the 
First Commissioner of Works and Public Buildings. Sometimes 
included in the Cabinet (q) : the Lord Chancellor of Ireland and 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 


Sovereign’s choice of ministers to tlio leading Whig families (see per Mr. Pitt, 
Parliamentary History, Vol. XXVII., 772 ; Todd, Parliamentary Government, 
Vol. I., 218). This rule was broken through by George III., who exercised the 
right of nominating a portion of his various ministries, r.g., I^ord Thurlow 
as Lord Chancellor in 1782 (Parliamentary Debates, Yol. S^IIL, 413), who 
continued a member owing to the King’s favour until 1792 (Campbell, Lives 
of the Chancellors, 4th od., Vol. VII., 2{>7), but did not interfere with Pitt’s 
administration, though on some occasions he expressed strong disapproval of 
the selection of members (Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. I., 218, 219). 
After the Beform Act of 1832 fHepresontetion of the People Act, 1832 (2 & 3 
Will. 4, c. 46)), the principle of choice of colleagues by the Premier b^me 
recognised with Sir Bobert Peel’s administration in 1834 (ibid., 219). 

(m) Coalitions have usually been regarded with popular suspicion and distrust, 
and are now politically recognised as justifiable only under peculiar and excep- 
tional circumstances, as for carrying out some measure or undertaking of 
national concern upon which men of all parties ore agreed (Todd, Parliamentary 
Government, Vol. IL, 12G). 

(n) The offices marked * are now held by Cabinet ministers, and ore under 
the recent practice usually included. 

, (o) Officers marked ** are in the present Cabinet, but have not been invariably 
included in modem Cabinets. 

(p) The Chief Secretory for Ireland appears to be usually excluded when the 
^rd Lieutenant is a member, and vice versd, e.g., the first and third Salisbury 
Cabinets, 1886-6 (portion of the period) and 1895 — 1902 (see Political History 
of Enriand, yol. m, Appendix7l.\ 

V V V Pf ® ^ more recent Cabinets, see Political History of Eimland, 

V ’’ Appendix II. The appointment of persons holding the office of 
a^bishop, Commandor-in-Chief (now abolished), or Ijord Chief Justice, to bo 
t/abinot ministers, is now clearly recognised as unconstitutional, though in the 
earlier period of Cabinet history they have occasionally been included Thus, 
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(2) Members of the ministry not in the Cabinet : Admiralty- 
First Sea Lord ; Second Sea Lord ; Third Sea Lord ; Fourth Sea 
Lord ; Civil Lord. Army Council — first military member, Chief 
of the General Staff; second military member, Adjutant-General 
of the Forces; third military member, Quartermaster-General; 
fourth military member, Master-General of Ordnance ; civil 
member, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State; finance member, 
Financial Secretary. Under-Secretaries of State to the Home 
Office, Foreign Office, War Office, Colonial Office, India Office, Board 
of Trade, Local Government Board, and Board of Education. Lords 
of the Treasury — three Junior Lords ; Junior Lord unpaid (r). X’ar- 
liamentary Secretaries to the Treasury, Board of Education, Admi- 
ralty, Board of Trade, and Local Government Board ; the Paymaster 
General. Law officers of the Crown: England — the Attorney-General; 
the Solicitor-General. Scotland — the Lord Advocate ; the Solicitor- 
General. Ireland— the Attorney-General; the Solicitor-General. 

56. In addition to the above members of the ministry properly 
so called, it is usual for the more important officers of the Household 
to retire on a change of ministry (a) ; but it is not customary for 
ambassadors and colonial governors, as to whom some fixity of 
tenure is desirable, to vacate their posts upon a change of govern- 
ment. Where such an officer has become pledged to pursue a 
certain line of policy, the Foreign Secretary will naturally consult 
with him to ascertain whether he is able to change his views (6). 


the Arclibisliop of Canterbury was a member of Walpole’s administration under 
George U., though not of the “ iiitorior council ” (see Todd, Paiiiamcntary 
Government, Vol. II., 160J, and the Commander-in-Chief, General Conway, was 
a member of the Cabinet in 1770, and in 1782 {ibid,, 154). Lord Ilardwicko in 
1757 (for a period of four months) and Lord Mansfield both sat in tho Cabinet 
as Lord Chief Justices (see ibid., 157), whilst in 1806 Lord Chief Justice Ellcn- 
borough was made Lord Prosident of the Council, with a scat in tho Cabinet, by 
I.ord Grenville. On tho latter occasion resolutions wore proposed in both 
Houses to the effect that it is highly expedient that tho functions of a minister 
of state and a common law judge should be kept separate (see Commons’ 
Journal, Vol. LXI., p. 7G, Jrd March, 180G; Lords* Journal, Vol. XLV., 
p. 482, Tird Alarch, 1800). Those resolutions wore rejected, but it is now recog- 
nised that such appointments are open to grave constitutional objections (see 
May, Constitutional History, Vol. 1., 103; Todd, Purliainentary Government, 
Vol. II., 159; 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 2G9). 

(r) This post was creat^ under statutory authority (Consolidated Fund Act, 
1816 (5G Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 14), by which llis Majesty is empowered to appoint 
two Commissioners to sit and act os such in addition to the number which 
might on tho 1st July, 1816, be appointed to that office, tho yearly salary of 
each of the additional Commissioners not to exceed that received by each of 
the said Commissioners. Whilst unpaid tho holder of the office (not being an 
office of profit) is not debarred from sitting in the House of Commons ; but if 
salaried, tho holder would be barred, semUe, under the Succession to the Crown 
Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41 ; c. 7, Buff.) (see p. 41, post). Deputies and dorks of tho 
Treasury, except the Commi.ssioners of the Treasury, the secretaries of the 
Treasury and of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, aio expressly debaiTod from 
sitting in the House of Commons (House of (^nnnions Disubilitios Act, 1801 
(41 Geo. 3, c. 52), s. 4 ; and see title Pakliamext). 

(a) See as to these, p. lOG, post. 

[h) See Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, Vol, CLXIX,, 1910. Foreign policy 
being more or less continuous, it is not difficult for such officers to pcrfoi m 
their duties under a new administration. 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — General Status of the Ministry, 

57. The manner in which individual ministers are appointed 
by the Crown differs as to the various offices (c), but it is 
customary for the members of a new administration to assemble 
at a meeting of the Privy Council held for that purpose, when, after 
being introduced to the Sovereign, the seals and symbols relating 
to the various offices (d) are handed to them, and their accept- 
ance of office is indicated by kissing the King’s hands (<?). Certain 
of their number are also required to take the official oath as soon 
as may be after appointment (/). 

Except where the official salaries are charged directly upon the 
Consolidated Fund, as in the case of the Lord Chancellor ig), the 
remuneration for the various ministerial offices is voted annually 
in the Estimates, and is therefore subject to criticism, variation, 
or disallowance by Parliament {h). 

58. Apart from the members of the Cabinet (i), four of the 
principal Secretaries of State (k), and the various parliamentary 
secretaries and under-secretaries (i), who are by recognised usage 
selected from the House of Commons or the House of Lords, 


(c) Soo pp. 19 seq,, ante. 

(f/) E.g., the Groat Seal, Privy, Exchequer, and secre!arial seals. 

Todd, Parliamentary Government, YoL II., 228. 

(/) See p. 24, ante, and note (/), i/ml. 

(g) E.g,, the Lord Chancellor, who receives £0,000 per annum in this manner, 
whilst £4,000 in addition is borne on the vote for House of liords offices (see 
note (r), p. 57, posi). This appears to bo the only case of a ministerial salary 
not included in the Estimates. 

(//) In 1850 a select committee of the House of Commons sat to inquire into 
official salaries, and certain of them remain at the amounts then recommended 
(see Report of the Select Committee on Official Salaries, Parliamentary Papers, 
1850, Vol. XV.). 

(/) See p. 43, and the exception there noted. 

(/t) Not more than four of the principal Secretaries of State, nor more than 
four of their under-Secretaries, may sit in the House of Commons at the same 
time (Government of India Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. lOG), s. 4). If, when four 
under-Secretaries are so sitting, any other member of the House of Commons 
accept the office of under- Secretary of State, his election becomes void and anew 
writ must be issued. The person whose election is avoided, and any person not 
being a member who holds the office of principal or under-Secretary of State, is 
incapable of being elected or of sitting whilst ho holds such office, and four 
other principal or under-Secretaries, in either case, are sitting, but no longer. 
If at a general election more than the authorised number of principal or under 
Secretaries are elected, the election is not invalidated, but no one of them may 
sit or vote until the number of those holding similar offices is reduced by 
death, resignation, or otherwise to the number required by law. Sitting or 
voting in contravention of these provisions renders the person liable to a fine 
uot exceeding £500 for every day he sits or votes (House of Commons 
Vacation of Seats Act, 1804 (27 & 28 Viet c. 34), ss. 1, 2). Similar provisions 
ai^ to apply in any other case where the number of persons holding any office, 
who may also sit and vote, is limited by statute (ibid,, s. 3). The number of 
Admiralty Commissioners who may sit is limited to five (Admiralty Act, 1832, 
2 & 3 Will. 4. c. 40, 8. 1). 

(0 Pour of the under-Secretaries of State only may sit in the House of 
Commons (see last note); but otherwise uuder-^cretaries are not debarred 
from sitting in Parliament (Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 256, 
citing 2 Hatsell, Precedents ot Parliament, 61, Cl, note). 
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membere ol the ministry are not necessarily members of either 
House of Parliament (m). 

69. If any person being chosen a member of the House of 
Commons accepts any office of profit from the Crown whilst he 
continues a member, his election is void, and a new writ is to issue 
w*^tanceof ^or a new election as if he wore dead. He is, however, capable of 
office of profit being again elected as if his previous election had not been 
under Crown, avoided (a). This provision is generally accepted as being applicable 
only to such offices as are in the immediate patronage of the 
Crown (b), and though in terms it applies to any office of profit held 
under the Crown, whether created befoi’e or after the 25th October, 
1705, in effect its operation is generally conceded to bo limited to 
ofiSces created prior to that date (c), unless expressly exempted from 
its operation (d). 

Where, however, a person has been returned a member of 
Parliament since the acceptance by him of certain specified 
ofBces, the subsequent acceptance by him from the Crown of any 
other or others of such specified offices in lieu of and in succes- 
sion to that or those formerly held by him does not vacate the 
seat (e). 


(m) Acceptance of office in some cases disqualifies a person from being a 
member of the House of Commons either absolutely, or until ho has been 
re-elected after such accc^ptance. For such disqualifications see (in addition 
to the following notes) Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41 ; 
c. 7, EuiOf.), ss. 25, 28; Crown Pensioners Hisqnalificalion Act, 1715 (1 Goo. 1, 
Btat. 2, c. 56), ss. 1, 2; Rogers on Elections, ISth ed., Vol. II., p. 12 ; and, 
generally, title Parliament. 

(a) Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41 ; c. 7, Euff.), s. 25. 

(ij) See Rogers on Elections, 8th ed., Vol. II., p. 11. 

(c) If its effect were not so limited it would operate as a partial repeal of 
s. 24, by which all persons holding new offices of profit aro debarred from 
sitting. See Rogers on Elections, Vol. II., p. 11, and title Parliament. 

(fl) The office of Paymaster General is not a new office (Paymaster General 
Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 35), s. 5), and if a person bo a member of the House 
of Commons before becoming I’aymaster General, acceptance of the office docs 
not vacate his seat (Court of Chancery (Funds) Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 44), 
6. 4). See also title Parliament as to the exempted offices. 

(0 Under the Representation of the People Act, .1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), 
8. 52, Sched. H, these offices aro : — Lord High Tmisurcr, Commissioners of the 
Treasury, President of the Privy Council, Com 2 >trollcr, Treasurer, and Vice- 
Chamberlain of His Majesty’s Household, Equerry or Groom-in -Waiting on Ilis 
Majesty, any Principal Sccrcfaiy of State, Chancellor (Under Treasurer is also 
given in the Act) of the Exchequer, Paymaster-General (but see note 
6»^pra), Postmaster-General, Lord High Admiral and Commissioners for executing 
his office, Commissioner of Works and Public Buildings, President of the 
Board of Trade (given in the Act as President of the Committee of Privy Council 
for Trade and Plantations), Chief Secretary for Ireland,^ Commissioner for 
Administering the Poor Law Belief Acts in England (now the President of tho 
Local Government Board ; see tho Local Government Bo.lrd Act, 1871 (34 & 35 
Viet. c. 70), 8. 4), Chancellor of tho Duchy of Lancaster, Judge Advocate- 
General, Attoiuey and Solicitor General for England, and for Ireland, Lord 
Advocate and Solicitor-General for Scotland. Add tho President cf tho Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries (Board of Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet, 
c. 30), 8. 8 (1) ), and the President of tho Board of Education (Board of IMucation 
Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 8 (1)). Tho Vico-Prcsidoiit of tho Com- 
mittee of Council on Education was included in Sched. H above, but that offico 
has been abolished, and one of tho Secretaries of the Board of Education is not 
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60 . New offices may, in general, be created by' the Crown as the 
requirements of the public service demand (/) ; but where a charge 
upon the public funds is thereby entailed the sanction of Parlia- 
ment, either express or implied, is required (jf). 

Where commissioners are appointed for executing any office their 
numbers (in the absence of statutory authority (h ) ) may not be 
increased beyond the numbers existing prior to the commencement 
of the session in which the Succession to the Crown Act, 1707, was 
passed (t). 

61 . All members of the ministry hold their offices at the pleasure 
of the Crown, and are dismissible without cause assigned (A), and, 
under the recognised usage, the whole ministry retires from office 
collectively with the Cabinet upon a change of Government, when 
the various offices are placed at the disposal of the new Prime 
Minister (1). 

Sob-Sect. 3. — The Cdbimt. 

62 . The smaller body of ministers who form the advisory 
council of the Crown and by whom the general policy of the 
executive, as also of the more important legislative measures 
introduced by the predominant party in the House of Commons, 
is decided, is known as the “ Cabinet.” This body is not recog- 
nised in terms either by the common or statute law ; and the 
rules which regulate its fonnation, and its relations, when formed, 
with the Crown, Parliament, and the Prime Minister, depend 
upon the conventional usages which have sprung into existence 
since lG88(w/), and which have now for the most part become 


by reason of his office to bo incapable of election to or votinpr in tbo House of 
Commons ^Board of Education Act, 1899 (G2 & G3 Viet. c. 33), ss. 1 (3), 8 (2)), 
The provision as to the offices in Sched. II above is also rej>cated in the Eepro- 
sentation of iho People (Scotland) and (Ireland) Acts, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict c, 48, 
8. 61 ; 31 & 32 Viet. c. 49, s. 11). 

(/) See Vol. VI., p. 387. 

(ff) See Vol. VI., p. 380. 

(/O By the Consolidated Fund Act, 181 G (6G Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 14, two 
additional Treasury Commissioners were authorised to bo appointed, and to sit and 
act as such in addition to the number then (Ist July, 18 IG) lawfully authorised, 
with a yearly salary not exceeding that received by the then commissioners, 
notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in the Succession to the 
Crown Act, 1707 (G Ann. c. 41 ; c. 7, Puff.). As to the present appointment of 
an unpaid commissioner, see note (r), p. 38, a/ife. 
ft) Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41 ; c. 7, Puff.), s. 26. 
f/c) As to tlio tenure of office of executive officers generally, see p. 22, anfe, 

(/) Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 1G4. As to the origin of this 
practice, see note ( p), p. 42, post, 

(ffi) The Cabinet is a term still unknown to the law and unrecognised by any 
Act of Parliament (see Ilallain, Constitutional History, Vol. III., 253 ; Macaulay, 
History of England, Vol. I., 211, 220 ; Todd, Parliamentary Government, 
Vol. II., 141). The House of Commons refused to allow the term Cabinet 
Council to apnoar in an address to the Crown in 1711 (see Parliamentary 
History, Vol. vl., 972), and in 1851 the recommendation of a committee of the 
House of Commons to give Cabinet ministers a right of priority in passing to 
the House of Lords when summoned by the latter was not approved by the 
Commons, because such functionaries were unknown to the constitution, and 
possessed no legal status ns such (see Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, 
Vol. CXVIIL, 1927, 1939 — 47, 1960; Todd, Parliamentaiy Government, 
YoL 11 , 141), Under Charles 1. a tendency on the part of the Crown to consult 
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Id 

Sect. 2. settled constitutional principles, subject to the modifications 

The rendered necessary by time and circumstances, or by actual changes 

Ministry in existing executive or legislative institutions («)• 
and the 

Cabinet. 63. The choice of the persons who are to comprise the Cabinet 
Comn^ion Prime Minister (o), and, though no legal restriction 

of the as to their numbers or qualifications exists, the status of Cabinet 

Cabinet. ministers is, under the modern practice, usually confined to the 

holders of some twenty-one offices, including that of Prime 
Minister (j)). Persons not holding any office have, however, 


with the more important members of the Privy Council first appeared, and the 
group of ministers selected indiscriminately by the Sovereign wore known as the 
Ju7itOt and under Charles II., in 1G71, as the Cubal (from the initials of the five 
privy councillors, Clifford, Arlington, Iluckingham, Ashley, and Lauderdale), and 
later as the Cahinet (because the members met secretly in the King’s closet), 
which wore all teims of reproach (see Hallam, Constitutional Ilistory, VoL II., 
605; Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. IL, 115). The system was viewed 
unfavourably by Parliament owing to the uncertainty as to the persons from 
whom advice was sought, and the difficulty of fixing responsibility, and under 
William III. clauses wore inserted in the Act of Settlement, 1700 (12 & 13 
Will. 3, c. 2), directing that consultative functions should bo restored to the 
Privy Council, and (in order to fix responsibility) that all resolutions come to 
there should be signed by the members present. These provisions were repealed 
before the Act came into force (statute (1705) 4 & 5 Ann. c. 20, ss. 27, 28; 4 
Ann. c. 8, ss. 24, 25, Ruff.), since it was recognised that their effect would 
be completely to sever the executive from Parliament, l^rovision was, however, 
subsequently made, preventing holders of offices created alter the 25th October, 
1705, from serving in Parliament, and vacating the seats of members accepting 
any of the older offices of profit, though the latter were to bo eligiblo for 
re-election (Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41 ; c. 7, Ruff.)). 
These provisions are still in force (see p. 40, anti'). The subsequent develop, 
ments of the Cabinet are due principally to the withdrawal of the Crown from 
meetings of the Cabinet under Geoi-ge I., owing to that Sovereign’s ignorance 
of the English language and custom.s, as also his lack of interest in them (see 
note (^), p. 45, post), and the complete establishment of party government after 
the lieftnin Act (Representation of the I’eople Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 45)). 

(//) It will bo noted that under the common law rule a particular custom 
must be immemorial (1 111. Com., 14th ed., 70, 77), legal memory commencing 
from the beginning of the reign of R'chard I. (an, 1181)) ; and that consequently, 
so long as this iiile remains law, the constitutional doctrines relating to the 
Cabinet can never become law unless placed upon a statutory basis, the Cabinet 
dating its origin from 1088. It may, however, be said that the decisions ai rived 
at in Parliament as to the constitutionality or otherwise of particular measures 
or Acts are as cogent and binding in the conduct of |>olitical affairs, ns are legal 
decisions in ordinary conduct. It may also bo said that the principles to be 
found embodied in historical precedents have become as firmly settled as the 
principles of the common law itself. 

(o) See p. 30, antr^ as to the choice of the ministry generally. 

( p) For these offices, see p. 37, ante. The present practice is the result of an 
evolutionary progress since 1688. From 1688 to 1788 the Government was 
mainly conducted by independent departments, subject to the general superin- 
tendence of the Crown (Macaulay, Ilistory of England, Vol. III., 14). Informal 
meetings of the more influential ministers were, however, held, and under Anno 
the Cabinet met weekly, the Queen being generally present (Campbell, Lives of 
the Chancellors, 4th ed., Vol. V., 249). The numoer of regular or efficient 
Cabinet ministers was originally much smaller than at present, varying from six 
or seven members in the reign of George I. to fifteen or sixteen members in 
the middle of the nineteenth century (see Todd, Parliamentary Oovornment, 
Vol. IL, 151, 152). Whilst the Cabinet was in an evolutionary state, however, 
there was a larger outer circle of ministers who were occasionally summoned, 
and in 1782 there appear to have been three grades— ^1) the ordinary Cabinet 
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occasionally been included in the Cabinet (7), ahd this practice 
appears to have been recognised by Parliament (?*) . Persons may also 
be summoned to attend Cabinet meetings for particular purposes, 
though not included in the number of Cabinet ministers (s). 

Resignation of office on the part of a Cabinet minister is generally 
understood to involve retirement from the Cabinet, unless he be 
specially summoned to attend (#). 

Cabinet ministers are, moreover, invariably members of the Privy 
Council, and must, it seems, be bound by a privy councillor’s oath 
before they can enter the Cabinet (a). They are also, under the 
established usage, members either of the House of Commons or the 
House of Lords {h). 

The members composing the Cabinet are well known, but no 
legal record is kept of their names (c). 


with no substantive authority ; (2) the Cabinet with circulation, namely, members 
intrusted with keys of the Cabinet boxes in which foreign despatches and other 
documents were sent round for perusal ; (3) the Cabinet with circulation of 
documents, and the power of ordering private letters to be opened, which is 
ordinarily confined to Secretaries of State (see Todd, Parliamentary Govern- 
ineiit, Vol. II., 118). Eventually the outer circle dropped off, and the inner or 
cfiicient Cabinet only remained, though somewhat increased in numbers. The 
tendencj’’ of modern Cabinets appears to be towards increase of numbers. 

(7) Numei'ous instances of this practice are to be found, e.^., the Marquis 
Camden in 1812, the Earl of Mulgrave in 1820, the Duke of Wellington on 
various occasions. Lord John Russell 18ri5 — 180(5, Lords Sidmouth and Harr 0 why 
after their resignation in 1827, the former for two years (see Todd, Parliamentary 
Ooveriiment, Vol. II., 154, 155). 

(r) See l^arliamentary Debates, Vol. VI., 327 ; ihiiL, 4th ser., Vol. CXLIL, 
8(54. The Cabinet being in its origin, and still in a sense, a committee of the 
Privy Council, in theory any privy councillor may be a member irrespective of 
any other office he may hold (^see Parliamentary Debates, 4th series, Vol. CXUI., 
p. 804 ; Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 155). 

(^{) Thus, members of the Anny Council, a general, or the Attorney or 
Solicitor General, may be brought in to advise (see Parliamentary Debates, 
4th series, Vol. CXLII., 8(53 ; ibid,, per the Earl of ilalsbury, L.C., p. 865). 

U) In 1801 Ijord Loughborough, L.C., continued to attend meetings of the 
Cabinet, and retained the key of the Cabinet boxes, after he had retired with 
Pitt’s administration. It became necessary for Addington to intimate by letter 
that his presence was not required (see Campbell, Lives of the Chancellors, 
4 th cd., Vol. VIII., 197). For instances where attendance has been invited after 
resignation, see note (7), supra, 

{(i) Exception has been taken in Parliament to the inclusion of a person in 
the list of Cabinet ministers attending a council published in the pubuc news- 
papers, before being made a privy councillor, namely, liord Cawdor in 1905 when 
nominated to the office of First liord of the Admiralty. His attendance was 
excused upon the gi'ound that his presence was required during the discussion (see 
per Lord Lansdownc, Pdrliamontury Debates, 4ln series, Vol. CXLIL, p. 864). 
The published list is not official (see ibid,, per the Earl of Ilalsbu^, L.C., 865). 
A list, which would, however, appear to be official, is published in the Parlia- 
mentary Debates. According to Hearn, Lord Bute was made a member of the 
Cabinet by George III. before being swoni (Hearn, Government of England, 
2ud ed., 192); but see contra, Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 
3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 98, note (2) ). 

ih) Cabinet ministers, as a rule, are required to be members of Parliament (see 
Parliamentary Debates, Vol. IX., 287). An exception to this rulo occurred 
when Mr. Gladstone sat in the second Peel Cabinet, from December, 1845, to 
July, 184(5, without a seat in either House. 

(r) Parliamentary Debates, Vol. VI., 309 ; ibid., 4th series, Vol. CXLII., p. 865, 
and note (a), supra. After the year 1800 lists of the members of the various 
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64. Meetings of the Cabinet may, it seems, be summoned by 
any Cabinet minister, the usual course, however, being to apply to 
the Prime Minister, who causes the necessary summons to be sent 
round (d). Meetings are held as often as the state of public business 
requires ; but, except in cases of special emergency, it is usual for 
the Cabinet to adjourn during the prorogation of Parliament between 
August and October (e). Meetings of the Cabinet may be held any- 
where, as at the Premier’s official residence in Downing Street, or 
in Jiis private room at Westminster, or at the Foreign Office (/). 

All the members of the Cabinet are not necessarily sum- 
moned to any particular meeting, and no quorum is necessary 
before conclusions may be arrived at ((7), though when important 
questions have been fully matured it is usual for a full Cabinet 
to be convened in order to arrive at a final decision (/<). 

65. In ordinary matters of administration individual ministers 
manage their own departments independently of the Cabinet, subject 
to the control of the Treasury in matters of expenditure ; but all 
questions involving new or important principles, or which are likely 
to evoke discussion in the House of Commons, are in practice in- 
variably submitted either to the Prime Minister or the Cabinet(i) ; 
and it is generally conceded that the Prime Minister, whose 
authority is paramount, may make any subject a matter for 
discussion by the Cabinet. 

66. The deliberations of the Cabinet take place only in the 
presence of members of the Cabinet, except where other persons 
are summoned to assist with special knowledge or advice (k). The 
persons present (subject to the above exception) are therefore 
bound by the privy councillor’s oath of secrecy not to divulge 
anything that may take place (/). 

No official records of the proceedings of the Council are kept, 
though the decisions arrived at may be embodied in the form of 
written minutes to be communicated to the Sovereign by the Prime 
Minister. The final decisions of the Cabinet are carried into effect 


Catinets appeared in the Annual Begister. They now appear in the Parlia- 
mentary Debates. 

(d) See Eeport of the Sebastopol Committee, 18.j4 — 1855, Parliamentary 
Paper, Vol. IX., pt. 3, evidence of the Earl of Aberdeen, at p. 290. 

(r) Ibid., pt. 2, evidence of the Duke of Newcastle, at p. 205. 

(/) Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 189. 

(<j) See the evidence of the Duke of Nowcasllo before the Sebastopol 
Committee, 1854 — 1855 (Parliamentary Paper, Vol. IX., pt. 2, p. 205). 

(/() Ministers with heavy departmental work, such as the Secretary of State 
for India, are frequently not consulted in the first instance as to measures 
which it is intended to submit to the full Cabinet (see Parliamqntary Debates, 
.3rd series, Vol. CLXXXV., per Viscount Cranbume, ntp. 1348), and the subjects 
for discussion at any paiiicular meeting are frequently not annoimced, though 
members of the Cabinet are generally aware of what questions are likely to arme 
(see Eeport of Committee on Official Salaries, 1850, Parliamentary Paper, 
Vol. XV., Evidence, 1397, 1409; Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 192). 

(t) Eeport of Committee on the Board of Admiralty, 1861 (Parliamentary 
Paper, Vol. V., p. 168) ; Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 193. 

(k) See p. 43, ante, 

(l) For the oath, see p. 52, post. The duty of secrecy applies equally to 
ex-Cabinet Ministers (see Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 195). 
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elthor by individual ministers or by a formal Act of Parliament or Sect. 2. 
an Order of the Privy Council (ni). The 

At meetings of the Cabinet members meet nominally on an Ministiy 
equal footing, and, though the views of the Prime Minister are «“^.***? 
entitled to the greatest weight, decisions are arrived at by the vote Cabmet. 
of the majority (n). 

In ease of an irreconcilable difference of opinion, the Prime 
Minister may require the resignation of any of his colleagues, or by 
himself resigning cause a general dissolution of the Ministry (a). 

Differences of opinion between individual ministers or departments 
are, it seems, usually settled by the Prime Minister, or the 
Cabinet (b). 

The written memoranda, despatches, and other documents which 
are intended for perusal by members of the Cabinet are ordinarily 
circulated in Cabinet despatch boxes, of which each member has a 
master key (c), and occasionally documents so circulated are printed 
confidentially (d). 

67. Since the reign of George I. the Sovereign has ceased to TheSovefreigB 
attend meetings of the Cabinet, his place being taken by the Prime cabinet. 
Minister (e). Moreover, the presence of the King at any meetings 
of his ministers where deliberations or discussions take place is now 
clearly recognised as being contrary to constitutional practice (/). 

(m) See Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 195, 196. There is no 
executive department which is supreme over all the others (except as to money 
matters, which are controlled by the Treasury). 

(n) See Eeport of the Committee on the Board of Admiralty, 18G1 (Parlia- 
mentary Paper, Vol. V., evidence of Sir F. T. Baring, at p. 1G8). 

(a) See ibid. Whilst the position of the Cabinet and of the Prime Minister 
were in an evolutionary stage, the retirement of the latter did not necessarily 
cause a dissolution of the whole ministry. Thus the elder Pitt retired in 17G1 
owing to a difference of opinion with his colleagues as to the prosecution of war 
with Spain (see Mahon, Ilistory of England, Vol. IV., 3G1 ; Campbell, Lives 
of the Chief Justices, Vol. II., 457). Besignation of the Premier is now 
generally recognised as entailing the dissolution of the Ministry, or at least a 
redistribution of offices by his successor. As to the dismissal of individual 
ministers generally, see pp. 48, 49, post. 

(h) See Report of the Committee on the Board of Admiralty, 1861 (Parlia- 
mentary Paper, Vol. V., per Sir J. S. Pakington, 184—186) ; Todd, Parliamentary 
Government, Vol. II., 193, 194. ' 

(r) See Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 197. 

(d) See Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, Vol. CLXVI.,pcr Viscount Palmer- 
ston at p. 711. 

(e) Until the reign of George I. the Sovereign attended at meetings of the 
Cabinet, and sometimes gave advice on his own initiative. Queen Anne presided 
weekly (see Ilallam, Constitutional Ilistory, Vol. III., 314, 315; Todd, Parlia- 
mentary Government, Vol. II., 115). George I., being ignorant of the English 
language and customs and chiefly interested in Hanover, neglected to attend, 
the result being that his place was taken by the leading member of the Cabinet 
^ee Ilallam, Constitutional History, Vol. III., 388—390 ; Todd, Parliamentai-y 
Government, Vol. II., 115). Since George HI. the absence of the Sovorei"Ti 
has been recognised as a constitutional principle (Todd, Parliamentary Govern- 
ment, ante; Hearn, Government of England, 2nd ed., 208), and only three 
instances of the presence of the Sovereign for merely fonnal purposes have 
been recorded since the accession of Gleorge I. (see Todd, Parliamentary 
(Kyrornment, Vol. II., 115 ; Anson, Law aiid Custom of the Constitution, 

eJ; Vol. II., p. 40, note 2). 

(/) Ihis doctrine was enunciated in Parliament by Lord Granville in 1864 
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The decisions arrived at by the Ministry must, however, be com- 
municated to the Sovereign, in order to afford him the opportunity 
of exercising that constitutional criticism with regard to all the 
departments of State to which he is entitled (//). The fullest 
information should also be given to him, both by the Cabinet and 
by individual ministers, as to the measures proposed to be taken 
in important matters ; and drafts for the Sovereign’s approval and 
signature, and the papers or despatches connected therewith, should 
be submitted in time to permit of his becoming fully acquainted 
with their nature before coming to a decision (A), the proper course 
being for all important documents and correspondence to be sent 
first to the Prime Minister, to be transmitted by him to the Sove- 
reign, and afterwards circulated amongst members of the Cabinet. 
Any measure sanctioned by the Crown should not afterwards be 
arbitrarily altered or modified (t). 

68 . The advice tendered to the Crown by the Cabinet ought to 
be unanimous, and it is unconstitutional for the Sovereign to 
inquire into the lines of division amongst members of the Govern- 
ment (A). If the Crown refuses to accept the advice so given, it is 
recognised that the Ministry must either revise their decision or 
resign (/). But until the resignation or dismissal of an existing 
Ministry and the formation of a new one, it is clearly unconstitutional 
for the Crown to seek advice elsewhere (m). Nor is it in general 
constitutional for the Sovereign to express his political views to 
any persons except his ministers, though he may listen to the 
views of others without commenting thereon, or act as a mediator 
in heated political quarrels («)• 

69. The Prime Minister acts as the medium of communica- 
tion between the Cabinet and the Crown, and the decisions arrived 
at are imparted by him to the Sovereign, either by letter or personal 
interview (o). Individual ministers have, however, the right of 

with reference to the attendance of the Queen at a committee of the Privy 
Council (see Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, Vol. CLXXV., 251). 

(y) See Parliamentary Debates, 3rd scries, Vol. CLXXXVIII., per Mr. 
Disraeli, at p. 1113. 

a This is the substance of the detailed instruction sent by Queen Victoria to 
Palmerston (then Foreign Secretary) through Lord John Ilus.sell, the then 
Prime Minister, in 1851 (see Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, Vol. CXIX., 00). 

(t) See Eeport of Committee on Official Salaries, 1850 (Parliamentary Paper, 
Vol. XV., evidence No. 326). 

Unanimity of advice and collective responsibility on the part of the 
Cabinet are correlative (see per Lord North, Parliamentary Ilistoiy, Vol. XXIV., 
291 ; Vol. XXIII., 678). As to collective responsibility, see p. 47, post. 

(/) See per Lord Grenville in 1807, Parliamentary Debates, Vol. IX., 239. 

' (m) George III. habitually took advice from persons not in the Cabinet, 

principally from Lord Bute, and the party which ho attempted- to form were 
known as “ Xing's men,” or the “ King’s friends.” This “influence behind the 
Throne ” was frequently denounced in Parliament (see Parliamentaiy Debates, 
Vol. XVI., 9 ; May, Constitutional History, Vol. I., 11, 12, 84, 88 ; Todd, Par- 
liamentary Government, Vol, I., 49, 60). See also note (n), p. 7, ante, as to 
Mr. Dunning’s resolution on the increase of the royal influence. 

(n) Todd, Ptuliamentary Government, Vol. II., 202, 203, 205 ; May, Piirlia- 
mentary Practice, ed. 1863, 314. As to the attempt made by George III. to 
influence the House of Lords, see note (m), supra. 

(o) See supra as to the transmission of documents through the Premier, 
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access to the Sovereign at all times on matters connected with 
their own departments; but all such communications or corre- The 
spondence should, it is said, be submitted to the Prime Minister, Mnistry 
either beforehand or immediately afterwards (p). ^ 

The ministry have a constitutional right at all times to tender CaWnet. 
such advice to the Sovereign as they may think fit, and any 
attempt on the part of the latter to limit the scope or character of 
that advice, or to exact pledges as to future conduct, either on the 
formation of a ministry or by threats of dismissal, is clearly recog- 
nised by the House of Commons as unconstitutional {q). And in 
the case of the refusal of a ministry to comply with demands of 
this nature on the part of the Crown, and consequent dismissal or 
resignation, the new ministry would, it is apprehended, be held 
responsible by Parliament for the circumstances which led to the 
dissolution of the previous ministry (r). 

70. In addition to their legal liability for wrongful or criminal Ministerial 
acts (s), and to their responsibility to the Crown for the conduct responsibility, 
of the executive (<), the members of the ministry are jointly and 
severally responsible to Parliament for every legislative and execu- 
tive act of the Crown (a), as also for every legislative measure 

{})) See Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 208. 

(7) This principle was finally established in 1807, when George III. dismissed 
the Grenville ministry for recording in the minutes of the Council their right at 
any future time to submit their views upon the Catholic question, which, at the 
instance of the King, they had pledged themselves not to do. The King insisted 
on the withdrawal of the minute, and the substitution of a pledge not to make 
any proposals in favour of the Catholic claims. Eesolutions were formulated in 
both Houses to the effect that it is contrary to the first duties of the confidential 
servants of the Crown to restrain themselves, by any pledge express or implied, 
from offering to the King any advice which circumstances may render necessary 
for the welfare of the kingdom. No direct vote was taken, though the principle 
was clearly admitted (see May, Constitutional History, Vol. I., 96, 97 ; Parlia- 
mentary Hebates, Vol. IX., 285, 328-9, 335, 3G2, 380 ; Todd, Parliamentai’y 
Government, Vol. II., 147-8 ; Vol. I., 91). 

(r) This principle was clearly enunciated in the debates upon the occurrence 
mentioned in the last note (see «<fr Lord Selkhk, Parliamentary Debates, 

Vol. IX., 381 ; see also ihid,y Vol. XVI., 2, and note (a) on p. 49, post). 

(8) See Vol. VI., pp. 383, 415. 

{t) Though the powers of controlling ministers has in effect shifted from the 
Crown to Parliament since 1688, they are still dismissible at tiie pleasure of the 
Crown, and this right of dismissal may still be properly exercised in certain 
cases (see p. 49, post), 

(a) Prona the latter half of the fourteenth century Parliament has attempted 
to make ministers responsible for the policy pursued by them by means of an 
impeachment. But an impeachment is a judicial proceeding; and therefore a 
man ought not to be convicted upon an impeachment unless guilty of some 
offence against the law. It does not follow that ^cause a minister differs from 
Parliament as to the policy to bo pursued by the State he is guilty of a crime* 

Therefore an impeachment, though an adeq^uate remedy to secure the responsi- 
bility of ministers for illegal acts, was inadequate to secure their responsibility 
to Parliament for their policy. The failure of the Earl of Strafford’s impeach- 
ment illustrates this ; and the framers of the Grand Bemonstrance (1641) hit 
l^e point when they asked the King (s. 197) only to employ ministers in whom 
Parliament could confide, and when they pointed out (ss. 198, 199) that the 
Commons might justly object to certain persons as ministers, “and yet not 
charge those men with crimes, for there be grounds of diffidence which lie not 
in prwf”; and, “there are others [grounds of diffidence] which though they 
may be proved, yet are not legally cnminal.’* These ideas were in advance of 
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Sect. 2. introduced in Parliament with the authority of the Government. For 

The the Crown has no power to do any public act either in its legislative 

Ministry or executive capacity except through the medium of some minister 
imd the ^j^o is held responsible (6), and it is constitutional and usual for Par- 
C abme t. liament to declare its opinions as to the exercise of the discretionary 
powers intrusted to the Crown by virtue of the prerogative (c). 

The responsibility of each minister to the law may be enforced 
by impeachment, in bar of which a pardon or the orders of the 
Crown cannot be pleaded {(I) ; and the responsibility of the 
ministry, individually and collectively, is secured by the fact that 
ministers are in effect dismissible at the pleasure of the House of 
Commons through their inability to carry on the government with- 
out its support (<?). Moreover, unless disavowed by the Govern- 
ment, the act of an individual minister may result in the withdrawal 
of parliamentary confidence from the ministry as a whole, and the 
consequent necessity for their retirement from office ; but it appears 
that the Cabinet does not necessarily hold itself responsible for the 
acts of every minister (/). 

The responsibility of the ministry is not confined to execu- 
tive or legislative acts of the Crown whilst it holds office, but 


thoir age, and it was not till after 1G8S that the gradual growth of tho Cabinet 
system at length realised tho ideas foreshadowed in 1 Oil* In 1711 definite 
mention of tho accountability of ministers for every executive act appears in a 
debate in Parliament (see rarliamcntary History, Vol. VI., 972, 1083); but 
whilst the Crown continued to take an active part in politics, as in the case of 
the Partition Treaty of 1698, tho doctrine could not bo carried to its logical 
conclusion. The complete responsibility of ministers was again asserted in 
Parliament in 1739 (per tho Duke of Argyle, Parliamcnhuy llistory, Vol. X., 
1138) and in 1741 (per Sir John Barnard, IWliameiitary llistory, Vol. XI., 
1268), but owing to tho increase of royal influence under George III. the 
doctrine became unsettled. Thus in 1778 it was asserted in the Commons that 
tho King was his own minister, and Pox lamented that Ilis Majesty was his 
own unadvised minister (Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. I., 175). See 
also the forced retirement of Pitt in 1761, because ho claimed to be responsible 
only to Parliament for his views as to tho necessity for war with Spain (Mahon, 
History of England, Vol. IV., 240). The complete doctrine of ministerial 
responsibility to Parliament for every executive act of tho Crown is to be found 
expressed in Parliament in 1807 on tho occasion of the dismissal of the Grenville 
ministry for refusal to pledge themselves not to reintroduce tho measure for the 
relief of Eoman Catholics (see per Lord Selkirk, Parliamentary Debates, 
Vol. IX., 335, 381). 

(b) 'See Parliamentaiy Debates, Vol. IX., per Lord Selkirk, at p. 381. 

(c) See the resolution of the House cf Commons in 1784 (Parliamentary 
Histo^, Vol. XXIV., 534, 571). 

(d) See Vol. VI., p. 38 1 . As to impeachment generally, see title Pakltament. 

(e) In the reign of Anno the ministry did not stand and fall together. 
The first instance of resignation by the Premier in consequence of an adverse 
vote in Parliament is that of Walpole in 1742, but he was not accompanied by 
the whole of his colleagues (see Mahon, History of England, Vol, III., 101, 
112; Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., Ill, 112, 154). In 1782 the 
whole minist^ retired with Lord North except Lord Thurlow (Knight, History 
of England, Vol. VL, 453; Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II,, 113). 
Since then, except in a few cases where individual ministers have remained 
in office through several administrations (e.//., Lord Thurlow, L.O. ; Lord 
Palmerston, Secrotpy at War, 1809—1828, Foreign Secretary, 1830 — 1834, 
1835 — 1841), the ministry has retired collectivel 3 \ 

(/) the Solicitor- General for Ireland in 1831 (Mirror of Parliament. 
1831, 2312—2315; Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 332). 
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may extend constructively to the circumstances which led to the 
dismissal or resignation of the previous miniBtry'(j(). 

71. In order to preserve the dignity of the nation, and the 
necessary appearance of unanimity which should be displayed by 
an efficient Government, both with regard to the advice given to 
the Sovereign in administrative and executive matters, as also to 
legislative measures in Parliament, upon all questions which have 
not been left open, it is recognised as being constitutionally 
necessary that individual ministers should in general support the 
decisions arrived at by the majority of the Cabinet (/t). Failure to 
support his colleagues upon vital questions may render a minister 
liable to dismissal from office (i) ; but under the recognised practice, 
where an individual minister votes against his colleagues on a 
Government question in the House of Commons, it is usual for him 
to tender his resignation immediately in order to prevent the 
appearance of disunion in which the ministry would otherwise 
be involved (A:). But where permission has been given to a 
minister by the Cabinet to vote against the Government upon a 
particular measure, resignation does not, it seems, necessarily 
follow (/). 

Sub-Sect. 4, — Dusoluiion of the Ministry. 

72. The Sovereign may legally dissolve the ministry at any 
lime by dismissal ; but the exercise of this power in order to assert 
the personal wishes of the Sovereign in opposition to the wishes of 
Parliament, and ultimately of the electorate, is clearly recognised 
as unconstitutional (m ) ; though in cases where the ministry still 
retains the confidence of the House of Commons, but the Crown 
has reason to believe that the latter no longer represents the sense 
of the electorate, the dismissal of the ministry, or the dissolution of 


(y) This principle was clearly recognised in 1807, when the Grenville ministry 
was dismissed by George III. for refusing to pledge themselves on the Homan 
Catholic relief question (see Parliamentary l)ebates, Vol. IX., 1335; ihid,^ 
Lord Selkirk, 381 ; and see note ( 7 ) on p. 47, anU). The princijde of responsi- 
bility for events which lead up to acceptance of office was fully admitted by Sir 
Hobert Peel in 1834, when he took over the administration from the Duke of 
Wellington (see Paiiiameufary Debates, 3rd series, Vol. XXVL, 21 G, 223). 

(//) See Parliamenary Debates, 3rd series, Yol. CXXVI., SS3. The unanimity 
of the ministry is theuecessary corollary of collective res?ponBibility , and originated 
contemporaiieousl}". It is now fully recognised that, though individual mem-i 
bers may retire without causing the downfall of the ministry, on vital questions 
the ministry as a whole must stand or fall as one man, 

(/) Individual ministers must bow to the decision of the majority, or leave to 
the Crown that full liberty, which the Crown must possess, of no longer 
continuing the minister in office (see xtcr Ijord John llussell, Parliamentary 
Debates, 3rd series, Vol. CXIX., 90). 

{k) Todd, Parliamentary Government, Yol. II., 329. 

{l) Thus, when Mr. Baines voted against the Government on the repeal of the 
navigation laws in 1849, his continued presence in the ministry was excused on 
the ground that he had made that a condition of acceptance of office (see 
Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, Vol. CII., 681). 

{m) Under the modern Cabinet system attempts on the part of the Crown to 
thwart the wishes of Parliament by the dismissal of the ministry have invariably 
proved unsuccessful, unless upon a dis.soliition the country has shown itselif 
opposed to the policy of the former Parliament and AdmiTn‘»^r>i^ior> 
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0 Constitutional Law. 

Sect. 2 . Parliament, would be constitutional; and cases of emergency 
The might conceivably arise where, through the unfitness or incapacity 
Ministry of the ministry, the exercise of the power of dismissal would be 
and the constitutional, justifiable and propei;, in order to prevent the adop- 
C abine t. gome course of action ruinous to the nation (u). 

It is, however, a clearly recognised constitutional principle, that, 
though in dismissing his councillors the King may seem to be acting 
independently and without advice, there is no act of the Crown 
relating to i)ublic government for ^vhicli some person is not 
responsible to Parliament, and that in all cases the incoming 
ministry are constructively responsible for the dismissal of their 
predecessors (o). 

Under the modern usage, though nominally dismissible by the 
Crown, the ministry are in reality dependent upon the goodwill 
of the House of Commons for their continuance in office, and the 
exercise of the power of dismissal is rarely required (p). An adverse 
vote in the House of Commons upon a Government measure may 
be said to be invariably follo\ved by resignation of the ministry or 
an appeal to the electorate by dissolution (7). 

The continuance of the ministry in office is also dependent 
ultimately upon the goodwill of the electorate, and where upon a 
dissolution the latter declares itself against the Government by 
returning a majority opposed to its policy, it is usual for the 
ministry either to resign immediately or to await an adverse vote in 
the new Parliament. In some instances, however, the resigna- 
tion has been deferred until Parliament has met and a vote of want 
of confidence been passed (/•)• 


(n) The Crown, it has been said, is justified in dismissinp^ a ministry in whom 
it feels unable to repose confidence or for want of ability or unfitness (see 
Parliamentary History, Vol. XXXV., per Mr. Pitt, at p. 1121 ,* Parliamentary 
Debates, Vol. IX., per Lord Selkirk, at p. 377), or where their existence in 
office is through dissensions or otherwise ruinous to the country (see per Lord 
Brougham, Mirror of Parliament, 1835, 28, 29). 

( 0 ) See the debates on the circumstances which led to the dismissal of the 
Grenville ministry in 1807 (Parliamentary Debates, Vol. IX., 328, 329, 335, 
3G2, 381, and pp. 48, 49, anit), 

(p) Since 1841, except in the cases of the reorganisation of the ministiy in 
1865 and 1908, owing to the death of the Premiers (Lord Palmerston and 
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman respectively), the dissolution of a ministry 
has been invariably due to a defeat in the House of Commons or at the polls. 

{q) The first example of the resignation of a Prime Minister in consequence 
of an adverse vote was that of Walpole in 1742 (see Mahon, History of England, 
Vol. IIL, 111, 112, 114). 

(r) This principle was marked in 18G8 by the resignation of tho third Derby 
and first Disraeli administration upon an adverse verdict at tho polls without 
meeting Parliament (see Political History of England, Vol. XIL, 220). Of the 
Bubscauent ministries three (namelj*, the first Gladstone ministry in 1874, tho 
Bcconu Disraeli ministry in 1880, and the third Gladstone ministry in 1886) 
retired immediately upon an adverse verdict at the polls (see ibid,, VoL XIL, 
259, 300, 387), whilst throe (namely, the first and second Salisbury ministries 
in 1886 and 1892 and the llalfour ministry in 1905), though returned in a 
minority, awaited a vote of want of confidence before resignation (see, as to 
Salis^ry ministries, Political History of England, Vol. XII., 375, 410). Tho 
remaining two (namely, the second Gladstone ministry in 1885 and tho fourth 
Gladstone, afterwards the Eosehery, ministry in 1895) retired upon defeat of a 
Government measure (see 16? J., Vol. XIL, 365, 367, 429). 
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73. The death, resignation, or dismissal of the Premier may in 
general be regarded as equivalent to a dissolution of the existing 
administration (a), though it does not necessarily involve the shift- 
ing of the government from one political party to another; and, 
though the other members of the ministry do not necessarily 
retire upon the death or resignation of the Premier, their offices 
are in practice invariably placed at the disposal of his successor, 
who may change or reconstruct the administration as he thinks 
fit (0). 

Sect. 8. — I'he Privy Council. 

74. Since tlie year 1707 there has been one Privy Council for 
Great Britain (c), and also since the j’ear 1801 a separate Privy 
Council for Ireland (d), but not for Scotland; and, unless the contrary 
intention appears, the use of the term “Privy Council” in statutes, 
except when used with reference to Ireland only, means the Lords 
and others for the time being of Ilis Majesty’s Most Honourable 
Privy Council, and when used with reference to Ireland only the 
Privy Council for Ireland for the time being (r). 

75. The Privy Council is composed of an unlimited number of 
persons, appointed solely at the pleasure of the Crown without 
formal grant or letters patent, and no previous qualification is 
in general legally necessaiy. But, unless naturalised under the 
Naturalization Act, 1870 (y*), no persons born out of the kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, or Ireland, or the dominions belonging thereto, 
although made a denizen (/;), except such as are born of English 
parents, are capable of becoming Privy Councillors {h). 


(a) Sco Todd, rarlianiontary Government, Vol. 11., 22d. 

(h) the reconstructed ministiies on the death of Lord Palmerston in 
1805 (see ibid,, Vol. I., 158, 159) and in 1908 on the death of Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman. The elder Pitt in 17G1 affords an example of the enforced 
retirement of a I'remier owing to d'sagreeraent with his colleagues without 
involving the downfall of the rest of the (Cabinet. In 1894, when Mr. Gladstone 
retired owing to failing health, the administration was taken over by Lord 
Bosebery without any general dissolution (see Political History of England, 
Vol. XU., 424). 

(r) Union with Scotland (Amendment) Act, 1T07 (6 Ann. c. 40; c. 6, 
Puff.), s. 1. The Privy Council for Groat Britain is to exercise the same powers 
and authorities as the Privy Council for England lawfully had at the time of the 
Union, and none other (ibid,), 

(d) Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. G7), arts. 1, 8, s. 3. 
By the latter section Ilis Majesty may, so long as he shall think fit, continue 
the l^rivy Council of Ireland to be his Privy Council for that part of the United 
Kingdom called Ireland. 

(c) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 12 (5). 

(/) 33 & 34 Viet. c. H. Persons naturalised were disqualified by the Act of 
Settlement, 1700 (12 & 13 Will. 3, c. 2), but s. 7 of the Naturalization Act, 
1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 14), confers upon persons naturalised under the Act all 
political and other rights, powers, and privileges of a natural -born British 
subject, except when within the limits of his own country, unless ho has ceased 
to bo a subject of such country under the law's of the same. See title Aliens. 
Vol I., p. 301. 

W By the Naturalization Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 14), s. 13, nothing in 
that Act is to affect the grant of letters of denization by His Majesty, 

(h) Act of Settlement, 1700 (12 & 13 WiU. 3, c, 2), s. 3. 
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Sect. S. 

The Privy 
CotmciJ. 

oFthe Sovereign (i), the archbishops (j), the Prime Minister, the Lord 
Chancellor, the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Bishop of 
London, Cabinet ministers, great officers of State and of the House- 
hold, the four Lords of Appeal in ordinary, the Lord Chief Justice, 
and tlie Lords Justices of Appeal, aro from tlio nature of their 
position or offices generally understood to have a prescriptive claim 
to appointment (/c). 


The members of the Council (which at present comprises some two 
hundred and ninetyper6ons)are invariably chosen by the Crown from 
amongst noblemen of high rank, persons who have held or hold high 
political, judicial, or ecclesiastical office, distinguished colonial' poll- 
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76 . Privy councillors are called to office by the Sovereign’s 
invitation, and after taking the oath of allegiance (1) and the privy 
councillor’s oath or an affirmation in lieu of either of these 
oaths (;«), their names are inscribed in the Council book. 

Privy councillors enjoy no special salary or emoluments, but 
are entitled to the style of “Eight Honourable,” and to precedence, 
with Knights of the Garter and of St. Patrick, next after the eldest 
sons of barons (o). Their names are now invariably placed upon 
the commission of the peace for every county in England (p). 

The office of privy councillor is not affected by the demise 


(0 The King’s sons, it is said, are members by birth (Anson, Law and Custom 
of the Constitution, iird ed., Vol. IL, 139, note (3), citing Greville, Memoirs, 
Vol. IV., 274), Near relatives of the Sovereign, senihle, aro not necessarily 
required to take the privy councillor’s oath (Todd, Parliamentary Government, 
Vol. IL, 55, note (h), citing Haydn, Book of Dignities, 120, 129, 137, Ho). 

{j) The Archbishops of Canterbury and York claim, it is said, to bo members 
by prescriptive right (see Todd, Parliamentary GovemTnent, Vol. II., IGl). 

{k) See Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. II., 54. 

(/) In the form provided by tho Promissory Oaths Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 
72), 8. 2 ; see ibid,, s. 14 (2). 

(m) For the form of tlie oath, see Report of the Oaths Committee (Parliamentary 
Paper, 1867, Vol. XXXL, p. 84), where a form of declaration recommended in place 
of the oath is given. The substance of the oath is — (1) to bo true and faithful 
servants of the Crown ; (2) not to countenance any word or deed against the 
Sovereign, but to withstand the same to the utmost of his power, and to reveal 
it to tho Sovereign or the Privy Council ; (3) to declare his true and faithful 
opinion upon all matters before the Council ; (4) to keep secret all matters 
revealed or treated of in the Council ; (5) not to reveal matters so treated of 
touching any of his colleagues without the consent of the Sovereign or the 
Council ; ((>) to bear faith and allegiance to tho Crown, and to defend its juris- 
diction and powers against all foreign princes, persons, prelates. States, or 
potentates ; (7) generally to act in all things as true and faithful servants of 
the Crown. 

(yi) Oaths Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 4G), s. 1. The form of affirmation is 
given in s. 2. also p. 24, ante. Nothing in tho Promissoiy Oaths Act, 
18G8 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), is to affect tho privy councillor’s oath, except that tho 
oath of allegiance is to be taken in the form proscribed by that Act in lieu of the 
oath of allegiance, supremacy, and abjuration {ibid., s. 14 (2) ). 

(o) Confe^ed by letters patent of 9, 10, and 14 Jac. 1. 

(p) Individual councillors and the Privy Council itself formerly claimed tho 
power of committing to prison without cause shown, and this power was con- 
fiimed by an opinion of eleven judges in 1591 (see Ilallam, Couslitutional 
Histoiy, 3rd cd., Vol. I., 317—320). Tho jurisdiction usurped by tho Privy 
Council, and exercised principally by tho Star Chamber, was abolished by statute 
of 1640 (1C Car. 1, c. 10). The inclusion of councillors in the commission of 
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of the Crown (q), and members of the House of Commons do not Sect. s. 
vacate their seats upon ajipointment (r). Privy councillors are The Privy 
dismissible at the pleasure of the Sovereign simply by the striking C ounci l, 
of their names off the Council book (s), and may resign at any time 
without incurring his displeasure (t). 

77. Meetings of the Council itself, or of committees of the Meetings of 
Council, are summoned (a) by the Clerk of the Council in Ordinary (h), Council 

and at the former the King presides in person, the Lord President 
of the Council (who is appointed simply by declaration of the King 
in Council) being seated on his right (c). 

At meetings of committees of the Council (the form of summons 
to which differs somewhat from the ordinary form (d) ) the King 
is not present (e). Committees of the Council may be appointed 
by the Crown at any time to advise upon particular questions, 
and in addition to the Judicial Committee, by which the appel- 
late jurisdiction of the Council is now exercised (/), there are 


the peace now enables commitments to be made by any of tbeir number, but 
not so as to interfere with the right of habeas corpus. 

(7) Demise of tho Crown Act, 1901 (1 EJw. 7, c. 5', s. 1 : and see Vol. VI.. 
p. 384. 

(r) See Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, Vol. CLXXPV., 1197, where it is 
stated that it is customary for a new writ to be issued on the vacation of a seat 
by acceptance of an office of profit, before admission to the Privy Council. 

(s) Councillors were frequently so dismissed in earlier periods of history. Thus 
the Duke of Devonshire’s name was struck off by George III. in 17G2, and 
I’ox was struck off in 1798, on tho advice of Pitt, for a seditious speech, though 
ho was subsequently reinstated in I8OG upon the advice of Lord Grenville 
(Todd, Parliamentary Government, Vol. 11., 63, note (b), citing Haydn, Book of 
Dignities). 

(<) This principle was recognised ns early as tho year 1406 by Henry IV. (see 
Nicolas, Ihoccedings of tho Privy Council, Vol. VI., Pi-eface, p. cxlvii.), and on 
that occasion Lord liovcil was excused from attendance, on tho ground that he 
could not servo hoiicsiemeut because of suits pending [ibid., note (b) ). 

((f) In tho case of an ordinary eouncil tho summons runs, “Let the messon<mr 
acquaint the lords and others of llis Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council 
that a council is appointed to meet at tho coui-t at on In the case 

of a committee meeting, tho summons is directed to tho lords of tho Council, 
informing them that a committee of their lordships is appointed to meet at the 
Council Chamber, Whitehall, 


(6) By tho Clerk of the Council Act, 1869 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 1), s. 1, a deputy 
may bo appointed in tho absence of tho Clerk of tho Council in Ordinary subject 
to provisions to bo made by Order in Council, and the acts of the deputy are to 
bo valid 111 all respects as tho acts of tho Clerk in Ordinary himself. The oaths to 
be taken by the Clerk of tho Council and tho Keeper of the Council Chamber, for 
which declarations are recommended to be siibslituted, aro given in the Eeport 
of the Oaths Committee, 1867 (Parliamentary Paper, 1867, Vol. XXXI., p. 80). 

1 tbe Promissory Oaths Act, 
18( 8 (.11 & 32 Vict. c. 72) (see p. 26, ante). 

(c) This appears to be the present practice (see Anson, Law and Custom of 
the Constitution, 3rd ed., Vol. IL), though formerly, it seems, tho Chancellor 
Rat on the right, and the President on the loft (see Todd, Parliamentary 
Government, Vol. II., 58, 69). ' 

((/) See note (a), supra, 

(«) The presence of the Sovereign at committees of the Council where delibera. 
or f nsultations take place is now fully recognised as unconstitutional 
CLXXV*^2M)'^^ Granville in 1864, Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, VoL 

by tho Judicial Committee Act, 
« 4 Will. 4, c* 41), As to its present constitution, see title Ck>XJBTSe 
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Sbct. 8. certain standing committees to advise on matters connected with 
The Privy the universities of Cambridge and Oxford, Scottish universities, 
C onne ll constitutional questions affecting the Channel Islands, and grants 
of charters for municipal corporations (flf). The Board of Trade is 
also technically a committee of the Privy Council (h). 

Except where they are empowered to act without reference to the 
Council itself, the advice given by committees of the Council is 
eventually embodied in formal orders, and these and all other formal 
acts of the Council, expressed either in the form of Orders in Council 
or proclamations, are authenticated by the signature of the Clerk 
of the Council. 

Jurisdiction. 78 . Thequestions to which Iheorders or proclamations issued by 
the Privy Council relate embrace administrative and executive 
matters falling within the powers intrusted to the discretionary 
authority of the Sovereign by virtue of the prerogative, whilst in the 
exercise of the manifold powers intrusted to it by statute the Council 
acts to a large extent as a secondary legislative chamber subordinate 
to Parliament (i). But, though the orders issued by the Council are 
still expressed to be made by the Crown with the advice of the 
Privy Council, the Council itself has ceased to exercise its former 
deliberative and consultative functions (except through the medium 
of its committees (/c)), and meets principally to confer formal 
approval upon documents, the purport and tenor of which has 
been previously considered and decided upon by the Cabinet, 
committees of the Council, or the various ministers and Government 
departments. 

Other transactions which take place at meetings of the Privy 
Council are the administration of ofEcial oaths, appointments 
to offices under the Crown by delivery of the various seals, or 
resignation of the same, the performance of the ceremony of homage 
by bishops, and the choosing of sheriffs for the current year. 

The legal jurisdiction of the Privy Council, which mainly consists 


(v) The standiug committees on the universities are due to the Universities of 
Oxford and Camhridge Act, 1877 (-10 & 41 Viet. c. 48), ss. 3 — G (and see title 
Education), and the Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 65), 
B. 9 ; the committee for the grants of charters incorporating boroughs to the 
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), ss. 210, 211. 

(h) Civil List and Secret Service Money Act, 1782 (22 Geo. 3, c. 82), s. 15. 

(i) The variety and scope of the matters to which the orders and proclamations 
relate, and which obtain the force of law without previous parliamentary 
criticism, are worthy of comment, extending as they do from the regulation of 
colonial institutions to the formulation of rules relating to the details of 
domestic administration. For the documents by which the powers of the 
Council are exercised, see the Statutory llules and Orders. 

(k) The Privy Council was originally the chief advisory council of the Crown, 
but its functions in that reject were transfcired to the Cabinet, which was 
originally a committee of the Council, after the revolution of 1688 (see note (m), 
p. 41, ante ) ; and as to the repealed provisions of the Act of Settlement restoring 
the old deliberative functions to the Privy Council, see ibid. In 1714, wben 
Anne was on her deathbed, Bolingbroke^s plan for the restoration of the 
Jacobite line was defeated by Argyll and Somerset, who appeared suddenly 
and immmoned a meeting of privy councillors residing near London. At this 
meeting measures were concerted which secured the present line of succession 
(see Mahon, History of England, 3rd ed., VoL I., 92). 
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in appeals in prize cases, from the ecclesiastical courts, and from 
the various courts abroad, is now exercised by thfe Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council {/). 

Sect. 4. — The Lord Chancellor, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Oeneral Nature of the 

79 . As from the 1st May, 1707 (/«), there has been one Lord High 
Chancellor (or Lord Keeper or Commissioners of the Great Seal) (a) of 

for the United Kingdom of Great Britain (o), and as from the Britain and 
1st January, 1801 (p), also a Lord Chancellor (or Lord Keeper or Ireland. 
Commissioners of the Groat Seal) for that part of the United 
Kingdom called Ireland ( 7 ), and as from the 30th August, 1889, 
unless the contrary intention appeai-s, the expression “ the Lord 
Chancellor” in all Acts of Parliament, except when used with refer- 
ence to Ireland only, means the Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and when used with reference to Ireland only, means the 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland for the lime being (/•). 

80. The Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain is appointed Appointment 
by the Sovereign delivering the Great Seal of the United Kingdom chanwllor 
into his custody (s) and verbally addressing him by the title (<) ; and of Great 

— — Britain. 

{f\ Established by the Judicial Coininiitee Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4), c. 41. As 
to the composition and jurisdiction of this body generally, see Vol. VI., p. 426, 
and title Couii'i'S. 

(7?i) Namely, the dale from which the Union with Scotland took effect ; see 
the Union with Scotland Act, 1700 (0 Ann. c. 11 ; 5 Ann. c. 8, Huff.), art. 1. 

(n) Interpretation Act, 1889 (o2 & 53 Viet. c. 03), s. 12 (1). By the Great 
Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), s. 4, the expression ‘‘ Lord (Jhanceilor ** in that 
Act means the Lord High Chancellor of Great Biitain, and, if there is a Lord 
Keeper or Lords Commissioners of the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, the Act 
is to apply ns if such Lord Keeper or Ijords Commissioners were substituted for 
the Lord Chancellor. A Lord Keeper has the same authority and powers as a 
Lord Chancellor (stat. (1502) 5 Eliz. c. IS). By stat. HGSS) 1 Will. & Mar. 
c. 21, Lords Commissioners of the Great Seal were declared to have the same 
authority and powers as a Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper. By the Judicature 
Act, 1873 f36 & 37 Viet. c. OG), s. 98, Lords Commissioners are declared to 
represent tno Lord Chancellor for the puri^oscs of the Act save that the powers 
conferred on the Lord Cliancellor by the Act as to the presidency of the Court 
of Appeal and the appointment and approval of officers or the sanction to any 
order for the removal of officers, or any other act to which the concurrence or 

resenco of the Lord Chancellor is made necessary by the Act, may be exorcised 
y the senior Lord Commissioner for the time being. See also Macqueen, 

Practice of the House of Lords and Privy Council, p. 20, for an instance of the 
Lord Chancellor acting as “ Lord Chancellor of Great Britain and Ireland.” See 
also Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 100. 

(o) This follows from the provisions of the Union with Scotland Act, 1706 
(6 Ann. c. 11) ; and see the text below as to the use of the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom. 

(/>) Namely, the date from which the Union with Ireland took effect; see 
the Union with Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Goo. 3, c. 07), art. 1. 

(7) This follows from the provisions of the Union with Ireland Act, 1800 
(39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 67) ; see arts. 1, 4, 8, ss. 2, 3. 

(r) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 12 (1). As to the use of 
the respective seals for the United Kingdom, Scotland and Ireland, see p. 10, 
ante, 

is) See 3 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 47 ; Ellesmere, Office of Lord Chancellor, 
eil 1651, p. 15. 

(0 Campbell, Lives of the Chancellors, ed. 1845, Vol. L, 21. The appointment 
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though no special qu.'ilifications (other than those, if nr.y, required 
by statute as to religion («) ) for the post are required by law (x), 
it is, in practice, usual for the Sovereign to appoint the person 
recommended by the Prime Minister from amongst such members 
of the Bar as hold or have held the office of Attorney or Solicitor 
General. 

Upon appointment he must take the oath of allegiance, and the 
official and judicial oaths (jj) ; and it appears that he may legally 
bo required to make a declaration against transubstantiation (a). 

81. The Lord Chancellor receives an annual salary whilst 
holding office of such yearly sum ns, together with the salary or 
sum payable to him as Speaker of the House of Lords, is sufficient 
to make up the net yearly sum of i: 10,000, to be paid free and clear 
from all taxes and deductions whatsoever (b). This salary is to 


was formerly made occasionally by patent or writ of privy seal, or by suspending 
the Great Seal round the neck (ibid.). Ellosmero (p. 16) refers to the case of 
Ralph Nevill, Bishop of Chester, temp. lien. 3, who received three patents, two 
appointing him Chancellor and the third for the custody of the Seal. 

(/#) Roman Catholic Relief Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 7), s. 12, by which 
nothing in that Act is to enable ** any person, otherwise than as he was on the 
13th April, 1829, by law enabled, to hold or enjoy the ofTico of Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Keeper or Commissioner of the Great Seal of Great Britain.’’ It has boon 
argued that, in accordance with this provision, the Lord Chancellor may legally 
bo required to make a declaration against transub.stantiation, since the Test Act, 
1672 (25 Car. 2, c. 2), required that everyone who held an office, civil or military, 
under the Crown, in addition to taking the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, 
should receive the Sacrament according to the usage of the Church of Englanli, 
and should also make a declaration abjuring the doctrine of transubstantiation. 
By the Act 9 Geo. 4, c. 17 (1828), the obligation to lake the Sacrament was 
removed, but the Roman Catholic Relief Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 7), although it 
enabled Roman Catholics to take a form of oath which was in accordance with 
their religious belief, contained the provision stated stfpj^a as to the Lord Chan- 
cellor (see Parliamentary Debate.*?, Vol. CCXIjIX., cited Anson, Law and 
Custom of the Constitution, Vol. II., 155). The Test Act, 1672, is now repealed 
by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1863 (26 27 Viet. c. 125), and except in the 

case of the Sovereign, who is not named in the Act, the necessity for taking the 
oath against transubstantiation has been entirely removed as to all civil and 
military offices (subject to an exception as to persons professing the Roman 
Catholic religion) by the Test Abolition Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 62) (see p. 28, 
an(<). The provisions of s. 2 of Religious Disabilities Act, 18-16 (9& 10 Viet, 
c. 59), may also be noted, by which liis Majesty’s subjects professing the Jewish 
religion are to bo subject to the same laws as Protestant subjects in respect to 
their schools, places for religious worship, education, and charitable pui’poses, 
and the property held therewith, and not further or otherwise. 'Whatever the 
effect of the above provisions may be, it would clearly bo hold unconstitutional 
by Parliament for any person other than a Protestant to bo appointed. The 
Irish Lord Chancellor may, however, bo a Roman Catholic. 

(t) By s. 5 of Iho Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), the Lord Chan- 
cellor was included in the number of judges of the Iligh Court, but by s. 3 of 
the Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 19 Viet. c. 76), ho is no longer a permanent 
judge of that court, and the provisions relating to the appointment of judges 
of the High Court in s. 5 of the former Act are not to apply to him. 

(?/) By the joint effect of the Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, c. 77), s. 5, 
and the Promissory Oaths Act, 1867 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s, 5; and see p. 24, 
aide. 

fa) See note (u\ supra. 

(1) Court of Chancery Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 87), s. 16. This sum is 
chargeable upon the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom (ibid, ; and see 
the Courts of Justice (Salaries and Funds) Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 91), s. 12). 
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include any pension granted in respect of any public office previously 
filled by him (c). 

82. The Sovereign may give and grant to any person executing 
the office of Lord High Lord Chancellor of Great Britain for the 
time being (or the office of Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of the same) 
an annuity not exceeding ^5,000, to commence on resignation or 
removal, and to continue during the natural life of such person (d). 
The annuity is charged on the Consolidated Fund, and is to be paid 
and payable quarterly, free and clear of all taxes and deductions 
whatsoever, and may be limited by the letters patent conferring it, 
both as to duration and payment of tho same or any part, to such 
periods of time during the natural life of tlie grantee in which he 
shall not execute the office of Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal or any other office of profit under the Crown, so that 
the annuity together with the salary and profits of such other office 
do not together exceed in the whole the sum of ^ 5,000 (e). 

83. The Lord Chancellor of Great Britain holds office during 
pleasure, and, as a member of the ministry and the Cabinet under 
the established usage (/), retires from or accepts office with the party 
to which he belongs (g). The office is in practice determined by 
the voluntary surrender of the Great Seal into .the hands of the 
Sovereign upon retirement from office or resignation, or by the 
Sovereign’s demanding it in person or sending a messenger for 
it under the sign manual upon dismissal {It). lie is expressly 
excepted from the provisions of the Judicature Act, 1875, as to 
tenure of office during good behaviour applicable to the judges of 
the High Court and of the Court of Appeal (i). 

84. The Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, if of the degree of 
baron of Parliament or above, has precedence next below the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, above all dukes, except the King’s sons, 
brothers, uncles, nephews (A), or the King’s brothers’ or sisters’ 
sons (/). If below the degree of baron, he, together with certain 


after pa 3 ’ing or reserving siilFicicnt to pay nil sums charged thereon by Act prior 
to the Ist July, 1852, hut with proeedonco to all other payments thereafter 
charged upon such fund (Court of Chancery Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 87), 
supra), 

(c) Judicature Act, 1873 (3G & 37 Viet. c. 66), r. 13. 

{(i) Lord Chancellor’s Pension Act, 1832 (2 & 3 AVill. 4, c. Ill), s. 3. 

(c) Ibid, The annuity is charged on tho Consolidated Fund after pa^ung or 
reserving all sums directed to be paid thereout by former Acts {ibid,), 

(/) See p. 37, mite, and the text, infra, 

{(j) As to tho retirement of the ministry as a whole, see p. 40, ante, 

(//) Campbell, Lives of tho Chancellors, cd. 1810, Vol. L, p. 22. 

(i) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. o. 

(Ic) This word in tho Act would appear to be an error for grandsons or some 
other word, in view of the provisions immediately following. 

(0 Stat. 31 lien. 8 (1539), c. 10, s. 4, which directs that tho Chancellor and 
certain other officers named (if of the required rank) are to sit on the higher part 
of the form on the left side of the Parliament chamber above all dukes etc. as in 
tlio text. The Lords are to sit in the same order os is proscribed by tho Act, 
excoiit that the Lord Chancellor sits on tho woolsack (Lords* Standing Orders 
CPubiio Business), No. 4), 
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other oIScers(mX is to sit and be placed at the uppermost parts 
of the sacks in the middle of the Tarliament Chamber, either there 
to sit upon one form, or upon the uppermost sack, the one of 
them above the other in order as named in the Act(H). When 
presiding in tlie House of Lords the Lord Chancellor occupies the 
woolsack (o), and votes without leaving it. He must always speak 
uncovered ; and when he addresses the House otherwise than as 
president he is to go to his own place as a peer(p). By virtue of 
his oflice (but only if he be a baron of Parliament), he in fact goes 
to the left of the chambei*, above all dukes not being of the blood 
royal (q). 

85. To slay the Lord Chancellor, being in his place doing his 
office, formerly constituted the offence of treason (r), but may now, 
it seems, be treated as murder simply (.?). 

86. The Lord Chancellor’s duties fall into three divisions — 
political, administrative, and judicial (/). 


Sud-Sect. 2 . — Politual Duties. 

67. The Lord Chancellor is a member of the Cabinet, not, it is 
said, as of right, but because his duties as holder of the Great Seal 
make him a necessary party to the innermost councils of the 
Crown (ii). Retirement from the office of Chancellor is generally 
understood to involve retirement from the Cabinet (a). He is also 
a sworn member of the Privy Council for the same reason (6), and 
is said to have a prescriptive right to be such (c). 

He is by prescription Prolocutor or Speaker of the House of 
Lords in its legislative capacit}^ and always presides there when 


(m) Namely, the Lord Treasurer, Lord President of the Council, Lord l*iiv y 
Beal or Chief Secretary, being below the degree of baron. 

(a) Stat. 31 lien. 8, c, 10, s. 8. 

(o) See note (/), p. 67, a7itr. The woolsack is technically not within the Uouse. 

( ») Lords* Standing Orders (Public Business), No. 20. Ho is not to adjourn 
th^House, or do anything else as the mouth of the House, without the consent 
of the Lords first had, excepting the ordinary thing about Bills which are of 
course, wherein the Lords may also overrule, as for preferring one Bill before 
another and such like ; and in case of difference among the Lords it is to be put 
to the question (ibid.), 

(7) Stai 31 Hen. 8 (1639), c. 10, s. 4 ; and see p. 67, ante, 

(r) Treason Act, 1361 (26 Edw. 3, stat. 6, c. 2), 

(5) Offences against the Person Act, 18G1 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 100); and soe 
Vol. VL, p. 350. 

{t) The office dates back to the reign of Edward the Confessor, at which 
period ho already as chief secretary, chief chaplain, and custodian of the Great 
Seal performed the functions from which are derived his present position and 
duties (Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, Vol. II., 160). Eor Ihe 
early history of the Chancellorship, see 3 Bl. Com., 14th cd., 47 ; J’lllosincre, 
the Office of Chancellor; Beldcn, Office of Lord Chnnccll«r; Campbell, Lives 
of the Chancellors; and for the history of his equitable jurisdiction, Spence, 
Equitable Jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery; Holdsworth, Hist. Eng. Ijaw, 
Vol. I., c. 5 ; Kerly, History of Equity ; Maitland, Const. Hist, of England, 222, 4GG. 

(a) Anson, Vol. II., 154. The office has been a party office since Lord Thurluw. 

(a) Soe p. 43, ante, 

(6) Campbell, Lives of the Chancellors, ed. 1846, Vol. I., 15, commenting on a 
statement in Selden, Oinco of Lord Chancellor, s. 3, to the effect that he is a 
piivy councillor by virtue of his ofiico, 

(c) See p. 62, ante. 
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present, without any commission or express authority (d). He is Sect. 4, 
not necessarily a peer (c), and when not a peer has no right to vote The Lord 
or even to address the House (/), his office being limited to the Chancellor, 
putting of questions and other formal proceedings (</). In the 
absence (/<) of the Lord Chancellor the woolsack is occupied by 
one of the commissioners appointed under the Great Seal to repre- 
sent him (0- When the Lord Chancellor and the commissioners are 
absent at the same time, tho Lords elect a Speaker pro tempore (A), 
who retires, it appears, on the arrival of one of the commissioners, 
who themselves give place to one another in the order of precedence, 
and retire before the Lord Chancellor (A). 

The Lord Chancellor is invested with no more authority than an 
ordinary member (/), so that the rules for preserving order are 
enforced, not by him, but by tho House itself (/«)• The House itself, 
therefore, determines questions of precedence in addressing it, 
although it is customary, it ajipoars, to give precedence to the 
Lord Chancellor himself when he rises («)• 

88. He is, in general, tho formal medium of communication The Lord 
between the Sovereign and Parliament (o). On the meeting of a new ^nd tim* 
Parliament it is his duty, in the event of the Sovereign not being sovereign 
present to open Parliament in person, to inform the House of the 
fact and of the appointment of a commission under the Great Seal 
to perform that duty, and to make a similar announcement to the 
Commons after they have been summoned. Ho then directs the 
Commons (after the letters patent appointing the commissioners 
have been read) to retire to elect a Speaker, and on the follow- 
ing day he signifies the Sovereign’s approval and confirmation of the 
election (p). A similar procedure is adopted in proroguing Parlia- 
ment (q). When the Sovereign meets Parliament in person the Lord 
Chancellor may be directed to read the Speech from tho Throne, and 


(il) Lords’ Standing Orders (ruLlic Business), No. 5. It is tho duty of the 
Lord Chancellor or Loi-d Keeper ordinarily to attend the House of Ijords, and 
in case they he absent, and there be none authorized under the Great Seal from 
the King to supply that place in the House of Peers, the Lords may then choose 
their own Speaker during that vacancy (ibid.). 

(c) Por recent instances of commoners holding the oifice of Lord Chancellor 
or Loi’d Keeper, see Ma)', Parliamentary Practice, 1 89. 

if) When he docs so, he speaks uncovered (Lords’ Standing Order No. 20). 
{(j) See May, Paiiiainontary Practice, 191. 

(//) As to his obligation to attend, see May, Parliamentary Practice, 189, note 2. 
(») See note (a), p. bb, auU. 

(/.•) See Ma}’, Parliamentary Practice, 190. When the Great Seal has been in 
commission, it has been usual to np])oint the Chief Justice of tho King’s Bench 
or Common Pleas, the Chief B.aron of the Exchequer, and the Master of the Bolls 

S thid., 189). The Great Seal has not been in commission since the abolition (by 
)rder in Council of IGth Ileccmbcr, 1880) of tho offices of Chief Justice of ihs 
Cominon Pleas and Chief Baron of tho E.xchcquei'. 

(0 bee note (v), p. 68, ante, 
m) Ibid. 

(n) See May, Parliamentary Practice, 311. 

(o) Other means of communication appear to be sometimes adopted ; see p. 35 
ante, as to addresses. 


(p) May, Parliamentary Practice, 149, 399; and see title Parliamf.xt. 

('/) Lords’ Standing Orders (Public Business), No. 3 ; and see title Parlia- 
wknt. 
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in the absence of the Sovereign it is his dut^ to do so (a), as well 
as to read all other messages from the Sovereign to Parliament (b). 
He also presents addresses of the Houses to the Sovereign, and, 
with the Speaker of the House of Commons, presents joint addresses 
of both Houses and reports the answers thereto (c). It is also his 
duty to report the royal assent to Bills when given by commission (d). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Administrative Duties. 

As Custodian of the Great Seal, 

89 . From the 1st May, 1707 (c), there has been one Great Seal 
of the United Kingdom (/), which is different from that used in 
England or Scotland before the union of the two kingdoms (gf). 

The cases in which the Great Seal of the United Kingdom (as 
distinguished from the seals for Scotland and Ireland), the seal for 
Scotland, and the Great Seal of Ireland respectively are to be used 
are provided for by statute (/<). 

90 . The Lord Chancellor is the custodian of the Great Seal (i). 
Except when the Great Seal is intrusted to a Lord Keeper (/f), or is 
in commission (0, it remains in the custody of the Lord Chancellor, 
who causes it to be affixed to such documents as require it through 
the Office of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, where the Great 
Seal is now kept (/«)• 

91 . The number of documents requiring to be sealed with the 
Great Seal has been restricted, and provision has been made for 
the use of a wafer seal in certain cases (//), and also for the 
preparation of and mode of passing documents under the Great 


r«) Lords’ Standing Orders, No. 2. 

f May, Parliamentary Practice, 440. 

(c) Ibid,i 455. 

(rf) See title Parliament. 

(e) Namely, the date of the Union with Scotland ; see the Union with Scotland 
Act, 1700 (0 Ann. c. 11 ; 5 Ann. c. 8, PulT.), art. 1. 

(/) United Klingdom of Great Jiritain in the Act; now, since the Union with 
Ireland Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 07), the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

{g) Union with Scotland Act, 1706 (0 Ann. c. 11), art. 24. 

(A) As to the use of the seals, see p. 10, ovte, 

(i) See p. 55, ante^ for the title of the liord Chancellor and for the substitution 
of a Lord Keeper or Commissioners. The rank of Lords Comiiiissionois is not 
the same as that of the Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper. If peers, thny tako 
their place according to their peerage ; if commoners, their place is after the 
peers and the Speaker of tho House of Commons (Anson, Law and Custom 
of tho Constitution, Vol. II., 150). Tho last occasion upon which the Great Seal 
w^as in commission was in 1850, whoa Lord Langdalc, M.ll., Shadwell, V.-C., and 
liolfo, B., were appointed. 

{k) By stat. 5 Eliz. c. 18 (1502) the Lord Keeper is declared to have tho same 
authority, pre-eminence, and jurisdiction as a Lord Chanccllpr. Tho last Lord 
Keeper was Sir Kobert llenley, afterwards Jjord Northiugton (Campbell, Lives 
of tho Chancellors, ed. 1845, Yol. I., 21 ; Vol. V., 180, 199). 

(/) See p. 55, ante, 

(m) Great Seal (Offices) Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 81); Crown Office Act, 
1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 41); Crown Office Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 2), s. 1 (3). 

{n) eVown Office Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Yict. c. 41), s. 4. As to the use of wafer 
Beals, see p. 13, ante. 
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Seal(o). The Lord Chancellor may direct that any documents 
may nevertholess pass under the Great Seal in any particular case 
in which it shall be found more convenient (a). 

Letters patent under the Great Seal are still employed in ratifying 
treaties with foreign Powers (h), in creating peers, and in appointing 
judges of the High Court, and for various other purposes (c). 

Letters patent for inventions are sealed with the seal of the 
Patent Office, which has the same effect as if they were sealed with 
the Great Seal (d). 

Where the Crown acts on the advice of the Privy Council, as 
in grants of charters to towns or other corporate bodies, or in the 
case of a warrant proceeding from the Colonial Office in reference 
to a colonial appointment which is made under the Great Seal, it is 
said to be necessary that an Order in Council should be made before 
the issue of the warrant (e). An Order in Council may itself be 
sufficient following upon a royal proclamation, as in the case of the 
issue of writs for a new Parliament (/). 

Counterfeiting the Great Seal is a felony Qj). 

92. On the introduction of a new seal consequent on a demise of 
the Crown or on a change of the royal arms or style, or when the 
old seal is worn out, the old seal becomes the property of the 
Chancellor. In theory the old seal is first broken, the Sovereign 
destroying its virtue by breaking or “ damasking ” it by giving it a 
gentle blow with a hammer (/t). 


(2) As Head of the Judiciary. 

93. The Lord Chancellor, as head of the judicial administra- 
tion, is responsible for the appointment of the judges of the High 
Court (i). He appoints the judges of county courts (/c), except when 
the whole of a county court district lies within the Duchy of Lan- 
caster (Z), and advises the Crown with regard to the nomination of 
persons to serve as justices of the peace (ui). He is also empowered 


(o) By rules made 22ud February, 1878, and 8th August, 1878 ; see ante, 

р. 18 . 

(a) Ibid. 

(b) Anson, Law and Custom of tho Constitution, Vol. II., 64. 

(c) See ante, pp. 13 et seq. 

(d) Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Act, 18S3 (46 & 47 Yict. c. 57), s. 12. 
fe) Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, Yol. II., 57. 

(/) Ibid, 

^ Treason Act, 1361 

(2o Ldw. 3, stat. 5, c. 2), the offence was constituted high treason. 

(Zt) Campbell, Lives of the Chancellor, ed. 1845, Vol. L, 25. On a demise of 
the Crown the Great Seal continues to bo used until the successor to the Crown 
shall give order to the contrai’y (Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41 ; 

с. 7, Huff.), s. 9). 

(t) ^ Lxcept the Lo^ Chief J ustico of Lnglaud, the responsibility for whose 
appointment rests with the Prime Minister. 

{k) County Courts Act, 1888 ^51 & 52 Viet. c. 43), s. 8. The appointments are 
made by the Lord Chancellor himself, and not, as in the cose of judges of the 
^ Crown upon his recommendation. 

( ) County Courts Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 43), s. 8. The appointment in 
such a case is made by the Chancellor of the Duchy, 

The anointments are usually made in counties on the recommendation 
S.1 MA^^^ and in boroughs on that of the Home Secretary; see 
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by various statutes either to make rules himself or to act ns a 
member of committees appointed to make statutory rules and orders. 

94 . The Lord Chancellor has the exclusive power of appoint- 
ing officers assigned to perform duties with respect to the Supremo 
Court generally, or attached to the High Court, or the Court of 
Appeal; also all commissioners to take oaths or affidavits in the 
Supreme Court (n). 

He has certain powers, in concurrence with the Presidents of 
divisions of the High Court, of determining what officers are to be 
attached to the Supreme Court, and which of such officers are to be 
attached to the several courts, divisions, or judges for the performance 
of special duties (o). He also has powers, in concurrence with certain 
other judges, with regard to filling any vacancy in the office of master 
of the High Court or in any clerkship in the Central Office (p). 
His approval is necessary for the removal from his office of any 
officer of the Supreme Court, other than such officers attached to 
the person of a judge as are, removable by such judge at his 
pleasure (q). 

Writs of summons in the High Court, unless by any statute or 
by the Eules of the Supreme Court otherwise provided, arc tested 
in the Lord Chancellor’s name (;). 


(3) Aa a Jdtli:ial 

jmiiciai 95 , The Lord Chancellor is one of the judges of the Supreme 

duiiefc Court, and is a member (though not a permanent judge) of the 

High Court of Justice (s) and its president (0, and has as such 
equal power, authority, and jurisdiction in any division of the 
court («). lie is president of the Chancery Division of the High 
Court (f), and an cx officio judge of the Court of Appeal (w) and its 
liresident (a). An ex-Lord Chancellor I'emains an ex officio member 


(»/) Judicature Act, I8T3 (.‘JG & 37 Viet. c. GO), s. 84. As to the appointment 
of olficcrs in the Chancery Division, and in the Probate, Divorce and Admiralty 
Division, and of officers attached to divisions and to judges, soo ibid., and title 
Courts. 

(e) Judicature Act, 1873 (3G & 37 Viet. c. GO), s. 8t. 

{p) Judicature (Officers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 78), s. 9, as amended by 
the Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. Cl), s. 19. 

(</) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. CG), s. 84. Such officers are 
removable by the person having the right of aiipoiutmeut, for reasons to bo 
assigned in the order of removal {ibid.). 

(r) P. S. C., Ord. 2, r. 8 ; and see p. IG, ante. 

(s) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. GG), s. 5. Ho is not one of the 
“ permanent ” j udges of the High Court within the meaning of the proviso to the 
eection which is repealed by the Judicature Act, 1873 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 3. 
His original criminal jurisdiction, except in so far os it is conferred oy his 
membership of the High Court, is now obsolete ; see Anson, Law and Custom 
of the Constitution, Vol. II., 151. 

S in the absence of the Lord Chancellor the Lord Chief J ustice is President 
icatnro Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 6). 

(a) Ibid. 

(v) Ibid., B. 31 (I). 

(w) Judicature Act, 1873 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 4, The jurisdiction and 
powers of the Court of Appeal in Chancery wore transferred to this court hy s, 18 
of the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66). 

(a) Judicature Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 77), s. 6, 



Part VI. — The Crown and the Executive. 


63 


of the Court of Apiieal, but may not be required to sit and act as a 
judge of that court unless, upon the request of the Lord Cliancellor, 
lio consents to do so, and while so sitting and acting he ranks 
therein according to his precedence as a peer (A). 

96 . As a judge the Lord Chancellor has no jurisdiction what- 
ever in Scotland, but has only certain statutory powers relating 
thereto which are not judicial (c). 

97 . As Prolocutor or Speaker of the House of Lords he presides 
over the House Avhen sitting as the highest court of appeal. He 
presides in cases of impeachment of a commoner (d), but not on 
the trial of a peer, either on impeachment or otherwise (c). An 
ex-Lord Chancellor, being a person who has held high judicial 
office, if a peer, is a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary and qualified to 
sit in the House as such (/). 

The Lord Chancellor is also a member of the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council (g) as being a privy councillor who holds, or 
has held, high judicial office (It). 

He is a justice of the peace virlii'.e officii in each county, riding, 
and division (i). 

98 . When the Great Seal is in commission, the Lords Com- 
missioners are to represent the Lord Chancellor for the purposes of 
the Judicature Act, 1878, except that as to the presidency of the 
Court of Appeal, the appointment or approval of officers, or the 
sanction to any order for the removal of officers, or any other act 
to which the concurrence or presence of the Lord Chancellor is 
made necessary by the Act, the powers given to the Lord Chancellor 
by the Act may be exercised by the senior Lord Commissioner for 
the time being (/f). 

^ 99 . In the Judicature Act, 1873, the term “Lord Chancellor” 
includes “Lord Keeper of the Great Seal ” {!). 


nf ^ As to whether the Court 

of Appeal IS bound by the decision of a Lord Chancellor sitting alone in the old 

a a! afp^sor^ “ Chancery, see lie Lloyd, Lloyd v. Z%d, [1903]! Ch. SSo, 

sMUnh.*; 440, 454, 455 (scheme 

iSSf I Chancery for the education and care of an infant having proMrty in 

in the Conr/^of /u restrained from prowed’ings 

ILnm 1 * Session on the ground that, as to the benefit of the infant, thera 

^ reciprocity of action between English and Scotch courts). 

(a) May, Parliamentary Practice, GG4. ' 

aa roSTU?i!'’Q/ E'lrl llussell ( [1901] A. C. 44G) the Lord Chancellor presided 
r n Stewanl. which office is merged in tlie Crown ; see Vol. VI., ii. 

(./ ) Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 187G (39 & 40 Viet. c. 59), s. 25. ^ 

(3 & 4 Wiirf an of the Judicial Committee Act, 1831 

c. 70) g g 4> 0* 41), and the Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet 


2 ^ by the Appelluto Jurisdiction Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet 

ao, and the Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 70) s 5 
1 Bb Com.. 14th ed., 350, and title Maoisthates 
(A) J^»cature Act. 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 08. 

VJ Ibid,, 8 , 100. See, also, as to tho Lord Keeper, note (n), p. 55, a«(«, 


c. 59), 
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Constitutional Law. 

(4) Patronage of the Crown. 

100 The Lord Chancellor is patron of all the King’s livings of 
the value of £20 and under (w), and acts, by custom, independently 
of the Crown («). He is visitor of all colleges and hospitals of royal 
foundation (o). 

(5) Miacel/aneous JUnaatctwn, 

Various 101 . The miscellaneous jurisdiction, derived from the fact that 

powers. Lord Chancellor represented the Crown before the development 

of the various departments of government, has now been almost 
entirely delegated (p). The equitable jurisdiction as developed and 
administered in the Court of Chancery is now vested in the High 
Court of J ustice (q). 

His original powers as a member of the Curia and the Court of 
Exchequer gave him some powers, in common with the judges of 
the courts of common law (r), with regard to the issue of writs of 
kal/eas cotyjus and prohibition (s), while the writ of ne exeat regno 
was under his exclusive jurisdiction (<). He still has power to 
remove any coroner from his office for inability or misbehaviour in 
the discharge of his duty (h). His jurisdiction derived through 
the Crown when acting in its capacity of parens patria, in matters 
relating to charities, idiots and lunatics, and infants, has been 
delegated to the High Court of Justice (r), and his former statutory 
jurisdiction in bankruptcy has been superseded (ar). 

Effect of the 102 . Except as expressly therein directed, the Judicature Act, 
A^t'Tsis^ 1878, does not affect the office or position of Lord Chancellor, and 

’ ‘ his officers are to continue attached to him as it the Act had not 

passed. All duties which any officer of the Court of Chancery 
might, when the Act came into force (namely, 1st November, 1875), 
be required to perform in aid of any of the Lord Chancellor’s duties 
may be required to be performed by such officer when transferred 
to the Supreme Court and his successors (y). 


Sect. 4. 
The Lord 
Chancellor. 

Ecclesiastical 

patronage. 


(m) Cainiiboll, Lives of tlio Chancellors, ed. 1845, Vol. I., 18. 

(n) Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, Vol. II., 53. The provisions 
of the Jews Belief Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 49), s. 4, should be noted, by 
which the exercise of the Crown’s ecclesiastical patronage, and the giving of 
advice by a Jew to the Crown or Lord Lieutenant of Ireland as to disposals of 
offices in the Church of England or Scotland, is jirohibited. See also, as to 
Jewish disabilities, note («), p. 50, anie, 

(o) Brydall, Jus Sigilli Ub73), 24 ; Camiibell, Lives of the Chancellors, ed. 
1845, Vol. I., 19. 

(/)) See titles referred to in notes (t) and (?;), infra, 

\if\ Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. GO), ss. 3, 10 (1). 

(r) Campbell, Lives of the Chancellors, ed. 1845, Vol. J., 12; Anson, Law 
and Custom of the Constitution, Vol. II., 152 ; Crawleija Case (l8iS)» ^ 
Swan. 1. • 

(a) Campbell, Lives of the Chancellors, ed. 1845, Vol. I., 13. 

\t) Ibid, 

In) Coroners Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 71), s. 8 (1) ; and see title Coroners, 
[v) See titles Infants; Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind. As 
to his powers with regard to petitions of right, see title Crown Practice. 

(x) By the early statutes relating to bankinipts a summary jurisdiction was 
given to the Chancellor without right of appeal (see 3 Bl. Com., 14tli ed., 428). 
Bee as to the present practice, title Bankruptcy and Insolyency, Vol 1 1., p. 1. 

(y) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 60), s. 94. 



Part VI.— The Crown and the Executive. 


65 


Sect. 6 . — The Lord Privy Seal. 

103. The office of Lord Privy Seal since the passing of the Great 
Seal Act, 1884, which renders the use of the Privy Seal in all cases 
unnecessary {z), is a purely honorary one. It usually confers 
Cabinet rank upon its holder, and has been utilised in recent times 
for the purpose of enabling a minister to be a member of that body 
without holding an office to which definite duties are attached. The 
office is usually unpaid {a). 

Upon appointment the Lord Privy Seal is required to take the 
oath of allegiance and official oath {h). 


Sect. 5. 

The Lord 
Privy SeaL 

Statuf, 


Sect. G . — The Secretariat (c). 

104. The ordinary method of communication between Sovereign The office of 
and subject is through a Secretary of State (rf). His Majesty’s Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State are five in number, namely, the Secretaries ‘ 
of State for the Home Department, for Foreign Affairs, for the 
Colonies, for the War Department, and for India. Although the secre- 
tarial duties are divided among five persons presiding over separate 
departments of government, each secretary is capable in point of law 
of performing the duties of all or any of the departments (c). 


( 2 ) The Great Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30), s. 3, enacts that it shall not 
bo necessary that any instrument shall he passed under the Privy Seal. Although 
this section has now been repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1898 (Cl & 62 
Viet. c. 22), the necessity for employing the Privy Seal in connection with the 
affixing of the Great Seal has been rendered unnecessary by s. 2 fl) of the Great 
Seal Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 30). Its use as an authority for the issue of 
money from the Exchequer has been superseded by the practice of employing a 
royal order under the sign manual, countersigned by the Treasury. The above 
repeal does not revive the use of the Piivv Seal (see p. 11, awfc), and as to the 
abolition of the officers of the Lord Privy Seal, see ibid. 

(a) For the history of the office, see Anson, Law and Custom of the Consti- 
tution, Vol. II., 156. The Lord Privy Seal is still virtute oj/lcii included in the 
commission of the peace in each county, riding, and division, and is a member 
of several boards, such as the Local Government Board, which never meet (see 
p. 103, post). 

S See p. 24, ante. 

For the history of the secretariat, see Thomas, History of Publio 
Departments, pp. 23—36; Proceedings and Ordinances of the Privy Council, 
ed. Nicolas, Vol. VI., p. xcvii. ; Harrison v. Bash (1855), 5 E. & 11. 344, at 
p. 352 ; Entick v. Carrington (1765), 19 State Tr. 1030. 

(cZ) Harrison v. Bash^ supra, A communication made to a Secretary of State 
with reference to matters falling within the scope of his department is therefore 
privileged [ibid. ; but see Blagg v. Sturt (1846), 10 Q. B. 899 ; affirmed Ex. Ch., 
ihid.y 90C1. 

(e) Parliamentary History, Vol. XXXIIL, 976 ; Harrison v. Bush, supra. The 
authority of a Secretary of State is derived partly from the common law preroga- 
tives of the Crown which ho administers, partly from powers conferred upon him 
by statute. Such powers are almost invariably conferred upon “one of His 
^lajosty’s Principal Secretaries of State.” For an exception, see the Petitions of 
Right Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 34), s, 2, whereby the duW of submitting a 
petition of right to the Sovereign is assigned to the Home Secretary. By the 
Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet, c, 63), s. 12 (3), unless the contrary inten- 
tion appears, the expression “ Secretary of State ” is defined to moan “ one of His 
^^j^sty’s Principal Secretaries of State for the time being.** The fact tluit the 
office is one, and the division of its duties merely one of convenience, is illustrated 
by the fact that the removal of a Secretary of State from one department to another 
does not necessitate re-election in the event of his being a member of tie House 
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105. The appointment, which is during pleasure, is made by 
grant and delivery of the seals {/), and upon appointment he is 
required to take the oath of allegiance and official oath ig). 

106. The Principal Secretaries of Stale are members of the 
Privy Council and of the Cabinet ; they are also included in the 
commission of the peace for each riding, county, and division (//). 

Each Princiiml Secretary is invariably assisted by a parliamen- 
tary under-secretary and a permanent secretary, or more than 
one such secretary may, it seems, be allotted to him in accordance 
with the requirements of the office (i)- 

Not more than four of the Principal Secretaries are capable of 
sitting and voting in the House of Commons at the same time (/i) ; 
and the same principle is applicable to their Under- Secretaries. 
Infringement of this provision entails liability to a penalty (1). 

107. A Secretary of Stale is responsible to Parliament, as a 
member of the Cabinet, for the advice which he gives to the Crown, 
for the administration of the department over which he presides, 
and for acts done under his authority {m). 

108. The personal responsibility of a Secretary of State to 
individuals in his official capacity is limited to cases where such 
responsibility is esiJressly imposed by statute {n). An action will 
lie against a Secretary of State personally in respect of unlawful 
acts, resulting in injury to an individual, done by him personally (o), 

of CommoDS (Representation of the rco])le Act, 1807 (00 & 01 Viet, c. 102), s. 62, 
Sched. 11 ; and see JJarrisou v. Uash (1855), 5 E. & B. 314, at p. 052, and p. 40, 
ante). 

{/) Parliamentar}" Ilistoiy, Vol. XXXTTT., 970 ; TTnrrison v. Baslit supra. 
In Whaley y. Carlisle (1800), 17 I. C. L. Iv. 792, judicial notice was taken of the 
fact that a particular person was Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in 1800. 

((/) Promissory Oaths Act, ISOS (01 & 02 Viet. c. 72), s. 6. As to the 
manner of taking the oaths, see the Fromissory Oaths Act, 1871 (04 & 35 Viet, 
c. 48), s. 2, and, generally, p. 24, ante. 

(//) See pp. 37 el seq., ante ; and ns to the commission of the peace, Jfarrison v. 
Jjushf supra, at p. 350 ; Entick v. Cxrri nylon (1705), 19 State Tr. 1000. 

(/) See as to the power of the Crown to create oOiccs, p. 41, aute. 

\k) Government of India Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 100), s. 4 ; and see, 
generally, p. 09, ante. 

(/) See p. 39, ante. 

{m) For the responsibility of ministers generally, see pp. 47 et seq., ante. 
A Secretary of State ought not to disclose the advice which he gives to the 
Crown [Cohheti v. Orey (1850), 4 Exch. 729) 

(n) SJ3e, as to the Home Secretary, p. 82, post ; as to the Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, p. 80, post ; as to the Secretary for War, p. 92, post ; and as to the 
Secretary in Council for India, see title Depexdencies and Colonies. For 
the liability of public officers generally, see Vol. VI., p. 413, and note (o), infra. 

(o) For the liability for unlawful acts of a public officer generally, see 2 Co. 
Inst. 180; Hawk. P. C. 43; 3 BI. Com. 254; Feather y. It. (1865), 6 B. & S. 
257 ; Hawley y. Steele (1877), 6 Ch. I). 521 ; Jloyers y. Beiftndro Dutt (1800), 13 
Moo. P. C. C. 209, 236; Itateigh v. Qoschen^ [1898] 1 Ch, 73. Whore an act 
injurious to a foreigner, which might otherwise afford a ground of action, is 
done by a British subject outside the jurisdiction of the English couits, the 
act, if previously authorised or subsequently ratified by the British Govern- 
ment, becomes an act of state, and the private right of action becomes merged 
in the international question which arises between the Governments of tho 
parties {Duron v. Denman (1848), 2 Exch. 107 ; Feather y. 7?., supra). As to 
acts of state generally, see VoL VL, p. 415, and title Public AvruouixiES AND 
Public Officeks. 
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or under his direct authority (p). The rule does not extend to malte 
a Secretary of State liable for wrongful acts done by his subordinates, 
unless the act complained of was specifically authorised by the 
Secretary of State himself; such subordinates are the servants 
of the Crown, and therefore neither the Secretary of State nor any 
other officer of the Crown can be made liable for the torts of such 
subordinates (q). 

109. An action will lie against a Secretary of State for breach 
of contract only in cases in which he has made himself personally 
liable (»•). The fact that a Secretary of State is intrusted with 
the distribution of sums placed at his disposal as head of an 
administrative department does not constitute him a trustee of any 
particular iwrtion of such sums, so as to render him liable to be 
sued in an action for the recovery thereof (s), neither is there any 
duty upon him from which a promise to pay such portion to any 
individual may be implied (a) ; he is merely the agent of the Crown 
to distribute the funds intrusted to him (h). 

(p) Wilkes V. Halifax {Lord) (1709), 19 State Tr. 107G, at p. 1406 ; Cohhett v. 
Grey (1850), 4 Exch. 7‘29 ; Sayre v. Uochford {Earl) (177G), 20 State Tr. 1 286. Thus, 
an action will lie for damages for tre.spass anti false imprisonment ( Wilkes v. 
Jlalifax{Lord)^ supra). The action was the sequel to the decisions- establishing the 
illegality of general warrants, as to which see note (//) on p. 68, post. An action 
for trespass brought against a public officer in his official capacity will therefore 
bo dismissed, and leave to amend refused {Cowiuy v. Secretary of Stale fur 1 1 a?', 
I'imeSf 2;ird January, 1877, cited in llaleiyh v. Goschen^ [1898] 1 Ch. 78). In the 
latter case this course was adopted without prejudice to any light to bnng an 
action against the defendants porsonallj'. In IHckson v. Cvmhermere {Viscount) 
(1863), 3 E. & E. 527, it was held that an action will not lie against the Secretary 
of Stfito for War for causing the lieutenant-colonel of a regiuient to be removed 
from his office by false charges, unless ho has acted dishonestly, and it was 
doubted wliethor such an action would bo maintainable in any case. 

(//) The only reported instances of a Secretary of State being held personally 
liable in tort appear to bo Withes v. Halifax {Lcn'd)^ supra, and Sayre Itochu 
ford {Earl), supra, and compare Cohhett v. Grey, supra, Eor the principle upon 
which the proposition in the text is founded, see Lanew, Cotton (1701), 1 Ld. 
Ilaym. 646; EichoUon v. Mouvsey (1812), 15 East, 384 ; Tohin v. 11, (1864), 16 
C. 15. (n, s.) 310 ; Mersey Docks and Ilarhour Board Trus!eesY. Gibbs (1866), L. R, 
1 n. L. 93; Bainhridyey. Postmaster- G cnernl , [1906] 1 K. B. 178, C. A.; Baleiyk 
y. Goschen, [1898] 1 Ch, 73. Where a subordinate illegally does an act autho- 
rised by a superior official to bo done in a legal manner, the superior is not 
liable {O' Byrne v. Hartinyton {Marquis) (1877), 111. 11. C. L. 445, Ex. Ch.). 

(r) There appears to be no reported instance of a Secretary of State being so 
held liable in contract. Eor the principle upon which the proposition in the 
text is founded, see Macheafh v. IJaldimand (1786), 1 Term Hep. 172 ; Palmer v. 
JJutcliinson (1881), 6 App. Cas. 619, P. 0. An officer of state can make no agree- 
ment in derogation of the powers of the Crown {Grant v. Secretary of State for 
India (1877), 2 C. P. D. 445). An action will not lie against a servant of the 
Crown for breach of warranty of authority to enter into a contract of service on 
behalf of the Crown {Dunn v. Macdonald, [1897] 1 Q. B. 555, C. A.; but see 
Graham v. Public llbm Commissioners, [1901] 2 K. B. 781, and cases there cited). 

{s) Grenville-Murray v. Clarendon {Earl) (1869), L. 11. 9 Eq. 11. See also 
Vol. VI., p. 415. 

(a) Gidley y. Palmerston {Lord) (1822), 3 Brod. & Bing. 275, per Dallas, C.J., 
at p. 285 (action by executor of a retired clerk at the War Office against the 
Secretary at War for retired allowance duo to him, the retired cleii. Judg- 
niont for the defendant, although the money had actually b^n received by the 
Secretary at War). See also Vol. VI., p. 413. 

{h) Kinloch v. Secretary of State for India in Council (1882), 7 App. Cas, 619; 
utdley v. Palmerston {Lord), supra, at p. 2SG. 
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Sect. «. and collect any cf the forms under the Census of Production Act, 
The Becre- 1906, as respects any factory, workshop, mine, or quarrj' ; also, by 
t ariat . a similar arrangement, to cause any statistical returns which he is 
authorised to obtain under any other Acts with regard to such 
matters or industries to be collected at the same time, and if con- 
venient on the same forms, as returns under the above Act (o). 

(7) The exclusive power to make rules relating to leave of absence 
(except in certain colonies) of persons employed in the public service 
of any colony (p). 

(8) As to all theatres, music halls, and other places of public 
resort as defined by tlie Act being in use on tlie 22nd July, 1878, 
and not under the jurisdiction of the Lord Chamberlain of the 
Household, the power to consent to notices being given by the 
London County Council to the owners as to alterations which the 
latter body may think necessary, under the provisions of the Act, 
to remedy' structural defects which may result in special danger 
from fire to the public (5). 

Also, as to all theatres not under the jurisdiction of the Lord 
Chamberlain, the power to rescind or alter any rules made by the 
justices of the peace at special licensing sessions under the powers 
of the Theatres Act, 1843 ; and to make other rules for the like 
purposes (r), 

(9) As to compensation for damage done by persons riotously 
and tumultuously assembled together, the power to make, revoke, 
and vary regulations respecting the time, manner, and conditions 
in and under which claims for compensation may bo made (s). 

Miscellaneous 112. Powers aro also conferred upon a Secretary of State as to 
powers. variefy of miscellaneous matters (0. 


(o) Census of Production Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. ■lO), s. 5. Tho Board of 
Trade, after consultation with the Secretary of State, may make certain rules 
under the Act (ibid., s. 8). The intervals between returns under the I'actory 
and Workshop Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 22), s. 130, may bo tho same as for the 
census of production under tho above Act if the Secretary of State so directs 
(ibid., B. 10). 

(p) Colonial OflScers (Loavo of Absence) Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 17), 
B. 1 (1). The excepted colonies aro those given in the schedule, or in any Order 
in Council extending the same (see Orders in Council, Stat. It. & 0. Bev., 
Nos. Ill, 1050, extending the Schedule to the Transvaal, Australia, and tho 
Orange River Colony). Persons employed as above may not be absent except 
in accordance with the rules. 

(q) Metropolis Management and Building Acts Amendment Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Viet. c. 32), B. 11, as virtually amended as to tho transfer of powers from tho 
Metropolitan Board of Works by the Local Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 
Viet c, 41), s. 40 (8). The consent of a Secretary of State is a necessary pre- 
liminary to notice (ibid.). See also, generally, title Tueatkes. 

(r) Theatres Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 68), s. 9, and see, generally, title 
TnEATEES. 

(«) Riot (Damages) Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Viet c. 38), s. 3 (2). Claims not made 
in accordance with the regulations may be excluded (ibid.). See, genorallj', 
title CuiMpAL Law and Pboceduhe. 

(<) See titles Aliens, Vol, I., p. 301 (naturalization) ; Animals, Vol. L, p. 363 
(vivisection; wild birds) ; Building Societies, Vol. III., p. 321 ; Buiual and 
Cremation, Vol. III., p. 401 ; Commons, Vol. TV., p. 441 ; County Courts 
(committals to prison); Criminal Law and Procedure (convicts’ pr^rty; for- 
feiture ; costs of prosecutions ; criminal lunatics ; police ; riot etc.) ; Education 
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Sect. 7. — Legal Representatives and Advisers oj the Croivn. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — The Attorney ^Qencral and Solicitor ^OeneraL 

113. The King cannot appear in his own courts to support liis 
interests (a) in person, but is represented by his attorney {b), who 
bears the title of His Majesty’s Attorney-General (c). 

The Attorney-General is primarily an officer of the Crown, and 
in that sense only an officer of the public (d). But, although he 
performs to some extent high judicial functions (e) at common law, 
he is, when exercising them, in no case a court in the ordinary 
sense, so that prohibition will not lie against him (/). 

In his absence or incapacity, the duties devolve upon the 
Solicitor-General (flf), who also represents the Crown where distinct 
interests require to be separately represented {h). 


(industrial schools); Explosives; Factories and ‘WoRicsnors; Highways, 
Streets and Bridges ; Husband and Wife (marriages) ; Infants (employ- 
ment of children) ; Inns and Innkeepers ; Intoxicating Liquors ; Local 
Government ; Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind ; Markets and 
Fairs; Master and Servant (councils of conciliation); Metropolis 
(police etc.); Mines; Poor Law; Prisons and Eeformatories ; Public 
Health ETC.; Eailways and Canals; Street Traffic; Theatres; Trad* 
AND Trade Unions. 

(a) In R, V. Gregory (1672), 2 Lev. 82, a declaration qmd dominus rex venit 
coram domino rege was allowed after some demur, but characterised by Hale, 
C.J., as ** well enough, but unmannerly.*’ 

{b) E, V. Austen (18*21), 9 Price, 142, n. “The King sues by his attorney” 
or “The Attorney sues for the King” are only different forms of expressing 
the same thing. It is the Sovereign who, by his attorney, gives the court to 
understand and be informed of the matter which is being brought to its notice 
(Wilkes V. B. (1768), Wilm. 322, H. L., at p. 327 ; see, too, A,‘Q,for Prince of 
Wales V. St. Aubyn {Bart.) (1811), Wight. 167). 

(c) Compare note (</), infra. 

{a) A.-G. V. (1818), 1 Swan, 265, 294; R. v. TFi/ifees (1770), 4 Burr. 

2527, 2570. 

(e) R. V. Comptroller-General of Patents, [1899] 1 Q. B. 909, C. A, 

(/) Re Van Gelder's Patent (1888), 6 B. 1\ C. 22, 27, C. A. 

(^) The title seems to point to the fact that originally the Attorney-General 
represented the Crown in the common law couils and the Solicitor-General in 
chancery (AVilkes v. R. (1768), Wilm. 322, H. L., at p. 330 ; S.-G. v. Bath Corpora^ 
tion (1849), 18 L. J. (CH.) 275 ; S.~Q. y. Law Reversionary Interest Society (1873), 
L. E. 8 Exch. 233). The Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 631, does not 
deal with the Law Officers, but the expression “ the Attorney-General is recog- 
nised in numerous statutes as^ including the Solicitor- General in cases whore 
such inclusion or substitution is necessary (see Crown Suits, &c. Act, 1865 (28 
& 29 Viet. c. 101), 8. 5 ; Prosecution of Offences Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 22), 
8. 9 ; Explosive Substances Act, 1883 (46 Viet. c. 3), s. 9 ; Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Proven tioJi Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 51), s. 64 ; Official Secrets Act, 
1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 52), s. 7 (2) ; and Foreign Marriage Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Viet, 
c. 23), B. 24). With regard to the Lord Advocate and the Solicitor-General for 
Scotland, see the Coal Mines Eegulation Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 76), s. 73, and 
the Coal Minos Eegulation Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 58), s. 76. With regard 
to the Attorney- General and Solicitor-General for Ireland, see the Prevention of 
Crime (Ireland^ Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 25), s. 35, and the Criminal Law and 
Procedure (Ireland) Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 20), s. 19. As to the effect of 
a change of Attorney-General during proceedings, see Hamilton v. A.-G. 

S , 7 L. E. Ir. 223 ; (1881) 9 L. E. Ir. 271, 0. A. ; and as to Scotland, the 
i Suits (Scotland) Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 44), s. 5. 

(/i) A.-G. V. Galway Corporation (1829), 1 Mol. 95, 101, n, ; A.-G. v. 
Windsor {Dean and Canons) (1860), 8 11. L, Gas. 309; and see other instancos 

U.L. -YU, y 
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114 . The Crown is represented by separate Law OflScers for 
Scotland, under the titles of the Lord Advocate and the Solicitor- 
General for Scotland, and for Ireland by the Attorney-General and 
Solicitor-General for Ireland. There are also separate Law Officers 
for Lancaster and Durham (i). The Attorney-General for England 
has precedence of the Lord Advocate, even on the hearing of Scottish 
appeals in the House of Lords (k). 


lointmcnt ug. The office is conferred by patent, and is held during 
salaries, pleasure. Neither the Attorney-General nor the Solicitor-General 
for England may engage in private practice. The Attorney-General 
enjoys at present a salary of ^7,000 per annum and certain fees, 
while the Solicitor- General receives £6,000 a year as salary and 
fees (a). 


The Attorney- 116 . The Attorney-General is the head of the Bar (b), and has 
I precedence over all King’s counsel. Generally speaking, however, 
m e cour s. , - greater legal rights than other members of the Bar, in 

so far that he or any person appointed to act for him must conform 
to the rules of the court in which the proceeding in which he is 
engaged takes place, the courts exercising over him the same 
authority which they exercise over every other suitor or his 
advocate (c). He would not be permitted to prosecute any proceed- 
ing which was merely vexatious, or which had no legal object (d). 
"Where a prerogative is claimed on behalf of the Crown, it is for 
the representatives of the Crown clearly to establish it, where they 
claim to be on a different footing from the subject as regards 
procedure (e), or, it seems, in any other respect. The opinion of 
the Attorney- General is, in the eyes of the court, entitled to no 
more authority than that of any other member of the Bar (/). 
No general right of reply on the part of the Attorney-General is 
recognised by the courts (y). 


cited in Robertson, Civil Proceedings by and against the Crown, p. 15. See 
also EUi$ V. Bedford (Duke), [1899] 1 Ch. 494, C. A., atpp. 604, 613; A.-O. v. 
Bichmond (Duke) (No. 2), [1907] 2 K. B. 940. 

' ■ See p. 76, post. 

(k\ A.-O. v. Lord Advocate (1834), 2 d. & Pin. 481, 485, IT. L. 

(a) See Treasury Minute, 5th July, 1895. Under this regulation the salaries 
of the Attorney and Solicitor Oeneral respectively were increased, their right 
to engage in private practice ceasing contemporaneously. 

(1) R. V. Comptroller-Oeneral of Patents, [1899] 1 Q. B. 909, C. A. See title 
Babristebs, Vol. n., p. 387. 

(^r) E.g., the Attorney-General has no right to usurp the functions of the 
judge in directing the jury as to the law. 

(a) B. V. Prosser (1848), 11 Beav. 306; see also A.-O. v. Home (1777), 20 
State Tr. 651, at p. 740; B. v. Hunt (1820), 1 State Tr. (n. s.) 171, at p. 315 ; 
Tohin V. R. (\ m ), 32 L. J. (c. r.) 216, at p, 224. 

(e) A.-O. to the Prince of Wales v. Crossman (1806), L. R. 1 Exch. 3S1, at 
p. 380 ; and see Nireaha Tamaki v. Baker, [1901] A. C. 661, P. C., at p. 670. 

(/) R. v. Hunt (1820), supra. 

(g) Thu is clearly so in the House of Lords (Lord Advocate v. Dunglas (1841), 
9 Cl. & Pin. 173, H. L. ; see also O'Connell v. B. (1844), 11 Cl. & Pin. 155, at p. 
185, H. L.). In the King’s Bench the matter is doubtful. In R. v. Treasum/ 
Commissioners (1851), 16 Q. B. 367, the Attorney-General was heard in reply 
1 J ®’^K6®®tion that the reply should bo by consent, but on condition that it 
should be considered neither an exercise of the right on the part of the ()rowxi. 
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Admissions by the Attorney-General bind the Crown as to matters 
of fact, but not as to matters of law (/<). 

It appears that the court has no power to compel the Attorney- 
General to be examined as a witness (t). 

117. The Attorney-General represents the Crown in the courts 
in all matters in which rights of a public character come into 
question (/c), and is, therefore, the representative and legal adviser of 
all public departments which have capacity to sue and be sued (0, 
as well as of departments which have no such capacity {m). He is 
a necessary party to the assertion of public rights even where the 
moving party is a private individual {n) ; though it is otherwise, it 
seems, where a public body (such as the London County Council) 
are intrusted by statute with the control and management of 
matters relating to the public welfare (o). 


Bect. 7, 
Legal 
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118. The Attorney-General and Solicitor-General are summoned. House o* 
together with the judges, to attend the House of Lords at the 
beginning of every Parliament (p). 

In peerage cases, the claim being made by petition to the Crown, reerage cases, 
the petition is referred to the Attorney-General for report, and he 
may advise the Crown to refer it to the House of Lords, sitting as a 


nor an acknowledgment on his part as Attomey-Qencral that such a right did 
not exist ; seo too It. v. Canterbury {Archbishop) (1848), 11 Q. B. 483, at p. 560, n. 
For the practice in revenue cases, see Chandos {Marquis) v. Inland Revenue 
Commissioners (1851), 6 Exch. 464, at p. 478, and Robertson, Civil Proceedings 
by and against the Crown, pp. 12, 13. "With regard to criminal cases, see 
the resolution of the judges printed in Taylor on Evidence, 10th ed., p. 302, n., 
“ that in those Crown cases in which the Attorney-General and Solicitor- 
General are personally engaged, a reply, where no witnesses are called for the 
defence, is to be allowed, os of right, to the counsel for the Crown, and no 
others” ; see also title Barbistebs, Vol. 11., pp. 411, 414, 416. 

(A) A.-O. T. Sagg (1658), Hard. 125 ; Wall v. Pennington (1660), Hard. 170. 

(i) A.-O. V. Horne (1777), 20 State Tr. 651, at p. 740; as to the admissibility 
of the Sovereign’s evidence, see Vol. VI., p. 410. 

{k) Seo titles CnARixiES, Vol. IV., p. 101 ; Lunatics and Persons of 
Unsound Mind ; Patents and Inventions. 

(/) E.g., the Board of Trade. 

(m) In the latter case the procedure is by information, as to which see 
title Crown Practice. 

(n) A.-O. V. Shrewsbury {Kingsland) Bridge Co. (1882), 21 Ch. D. 762 ; A.-O. 
V. Ashborne Recreation Ground, [1903J 1 Ch. 101 ; A.-Q. v. Wimbledon House 
Estate Co., Ltd., [1904] 2 Ch. 34 ; Boyce v. Paddington Borough Council, [1903] 
2 Ch. 556, C. A. The jurisdiction of the Attorney-General to decide in what 
cases it is proper for him to sue on behalf of relators is absolute {London County 
Council v. A.-O., [1902] A. C. 166). As to relator actions generally, see title 
Practice and Procedure. 

(o) London County Council v. South Metropolitan Oas Co., {1904] 1 Ch. 76, 
C. A., where in an action by plaintiffs against the company (incorporated under 

g rivate Acts) for a declaration afBnmng their rights to test gas meters on 
undays, and for an injunction restraining the defendants from interfering, it 
was held that the Attorney-General was not a necessary party. 

( p) They are summoned as members of the ancient concilium regie (4 Co. Inst. 4), 
their places being among such persons as are under the degree of a baron of 
Parliament (stat. 31 Hen. 8, o. 10 (1539), s. 8; House of Lords’ Standing Orders, 
6, 7 ; May, Parliamentary Practice, 198). Although they are summoned to 
Parliament, their opinion is not taken by the House of Lor^ sitting as the 
highest appellate tnounal. 
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Committee for Privileges. On the hearing of the petition the 
Attorney-General attends as assistant to the committee (j). 

The Attorney-General acts as prosecutor both for the House of 
Lords and for the House of Commons. In the case of offences 
directly concerning the House, the House directs the Attorney- 
General to prosecute ; in the case of offences not directly concerning 
the House, the House addresses to the Crown a request that the 
Attorney-General be directed to prosecute (/*)• 

119 . The Crown, being always present in court, cannot bo non- 
suited (5), but the Attorney-General has power to enter a nolle 
prosequi on any indictment (0, and can do so without calling upon 
the prosecutor to show cause why that should not be done, although 
in practice he summons the parties and hears them before granting 
a fiat 00- The right to enter a nolle prosequi extends to civil 
proceedings (r). 

120 . In connection with the administration of the criminal 
law, the Attorney-General and Solicitor-General are included in 
the commission of the peace for every county, riding and division. 
The Attorney-General is instructed {w) to prosecute in important 
cases. He has the right to file criminal informations ex officio for 
misdemeanour {a). 

121 . He is entitled to demand a trial at Bar as of right (6) where 


[q) Saye and Sele (Barony) (1848), 1 II. L. Cas. 507. It is said that the 
Attorney-General is entitled to sit within the bar (ihid, 511, n.). See, generally, 
titles Courts ; Dignities. 

fr) May, Parliamentary Practice, 7G, and Journals there roforrod to. 

(fl) Bro. Abr. tit. Nonsuit, G8, though an informer suing qid tarn could be 
(ihid.) ; and see n. Vol. VI., p. 410. 

(t) Por an early instance, see 4 Co. Inst. 20. 

(u) R. V. Allen (18(52), 1 B. & S. 850. A nolle prosequi can only be entered by 
the Attorney-General, not by a private prosecutor (It, v. Dunn (1843), 1 Car. & 
Kir. 730). It can be entered after, as well os before, verdict (/f. v. Leatham 
(18G1), 30 L. J. (Q. B.) 205). 

(v) See R. V. Evans (1819), 6 Price, 480. As to di.^continuanco or other 
proceedings for want of prosecution or pleading by the Attomey-Gonoral, see 

A. ~G, V. Farnham Town (IGQO), Hard. 60^ (quo warranto) ; R. v. Musters (1744), 
Park. 50 (scire facias) ; A.-G, v. Richards (179G), 3 Anst. 753 (infoimation of 
seizure, wnere file goods seized wore suiroring owing to delay by the Attorney- 
General; the court granted the application to dismiss after notice to the 
Attorney-General and no cause shown); A.-G. v. Eyton (1818), 6 Price, 85 
(want of reply by Attorney-General on an information ; motion by defendant 
to “go without day” adjourned to search for precedents); R. v, S/ec(182o), 
M’Cle. & Yo. 361 (extent, want of reply by Attomey-Gonoral ; no reply by 
Attorney-General ordered without previous application for a reply to the 
Attorney-General); soe also Veto v. A.-G. (1827), 1 Y. & J. 609 (answer to 
a bill against the Attorney-General ordered within a week, otherwise judgment 
pro confesso) ; R. v. Ray (1842), 9 M. & W. 7G0 (rulo to show cause why the 
defendants should not sot down the cause for trial dismissed). For forms of 
satisfaction warrant, nolle prosequi judgment, and confession, see Bobertson, 
Civil Proceedings by and ajgainst the Crown, pp. 218, 797, 800. 

(w) As to the Director of Public Prosecutions, see p. 78, post, 

(a) Com. Dig. tit. Information; 2 Co. Inst. 424; Fitz. Nat. Brev. 241 a, 
and see title Criminal Law and Procedure. 

(b) (>own Office Eiiles, 1906, r. 161 ; It. v. John$m (1826), I Stra. 643 ; 

B. V. IIale$ (1728), 2 Stra. 810 ; Rowe v. Drenton (1828), 3 Man. & Ry. (k. b.) 133 ; 
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the Crown is interested (c) ; if he waive the right, he is entitled to 
have the venue changed to any county in which ho elects to have 
the cause tried {d). 

122. The Attorney-General performs administrative functions 
in connection with the grant of letters patent for inventions, the 
discretion of the Crown being exercised through him. The 
Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks may 
also apply either to him or the Solicitor-General for directions in 
any case of doubt and difficulty arising in the administration of 
any of the provisions of the Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (<?). His 
certificate on fiat is necessary in many cases before proceedings in 
which the Crown may be interested can be initiated (/). Ilis deci- 
sion is conclusive ( g), so that no mandamus will lie to compel him 
to grant a fiat, except in the event of his refusing to hear 
an application (/<). The fiat cannot, however, be arbitrarily with- 
held (()• 

123. The Attorney-General and Solicitor-General, the Lord 
Advocate and Solicitor-General for Scotland, and the Attorney- 
General and Solicitor-General for Ireland are members of the 
ministry, but not of the Cabinet (j). The Lord Advocate alone is, 
under the present practice, a member of the Privy Council. The 
Attorney-General and Solicitor-General for Ireland are members of 
the Privy Council of Ireland. 

The acceptance of any of the above offices necessitates re-election 


Dixon V. Farrer p88C), 18 Q. 13. D. 43, C. A. Tho application of the Attorney- 
General for a trial at bar cannot be refused, the court relying on his discretion 
(A .~G. V. IFalah (1832), Hayes & Jo. 05). Tho rule for a trial at bar when granted 
on tho application of the Attorney-General is absolute in the first instance (CroTru 
OHico Itules, 1900, r. 161 ; Paddork v. Forrester (1840), 1 Man. & G. 683), but it 
is open to tho other party to show subsequently that the Attorney-General has 
been misinformed, and that the Crown is not interested, whereupon the rule will 
bo set aside {Dixon v. Farrer, sttpra). Tho court may make tho oi-der at the 
instance of a private prosecutor, although tho Attorney-General decline to 
interfere {Anderson v. (Jorrie (18943, 10 T. L. R. 383, C. A.). The right to a 
trial at bar is not taken away by tne Judicature Acts, the trial being now by 
a divisional court {Anderson v. Oorrie, supra ; Dixon v. Farrer, supra). 

(c) Tho interest of tho Crown need not be such as to affect the property of 
tho Crown directly, or tho property of the Crown as head of tho State 
{Bellamont's {Lord) Case (1700), 2 Salk. 025; Dixon v. Farrer, supra). The 
Attomoy-Genoral is entiuod to a trial at bar where the interests of tho Crown 
ns Duke of I,ancaster come into question {Drown v. Qranville {Lord) (1835), 1 
Uar. &W. 270). 

{d) Crown Suits, &c. Act, 1805 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 104), s. 46 (1); Dixon v. 
Farrer, supra. 

{e) Patents and Designs Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 29), s. 74; and see, generally, 
titles COPYRIQHT AND LiTERABY PROPERTY; PATENTS AND INVENTIONS. 

_ (/) See title Charities, Vol. IV., i>p. 313, 333. In the case of a petition of 
ri^t, tho Hat is that of the Crown, and is communicated through the Home 
Secretary. The function of the Attorney-General is merely to advme tho Crown 
as to whether the claim is one which ought to bo investigated. Soe tiUo Crown 
Practice. 

(</) It. V. ComptroHer-OeneraJ of Patents, [1899] 1 Q. B. 909, 0. A. ; Export* 
Newton (1855), 4 E. & B. 809. 

, (h) Ex parte Newton, supra ; Exports Costello (1SC8), 2 I. R. 0. L. 380. 

fi) Soe title Crown Pr.AcricE. 

(/) Seep. 33, ante. 
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to the House of Commons (k), except where the holder of any one 
of them, being a member of the House, subsequently accepts any 
other of such offices (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — The Attorney -General of the Duchy of Lancaster. 

124. The Attorney-General of the Duchy of Lancaster is ap- 
pointed by patent under the seal of the Duchy of Lancaster (»t) to 
represent the interests of the Crown in respect of the Duchy (n). 
He has not precedence over any of liis seniors at the Bar, except 
in the courts of the Duchy (o). 


Powen. 125. The privileges conferred by the patent are confined to the 

courts of the Duchy. The Attorney-General for the Duchy has 
therefore no power to exhibit an information in the High Court (p). 
In proceedings in the High Court the rights of the Crown are 
sufficiently represented by the King’s Attorney-General, if he is par- 
ticipating in the proceedings, whether the right be claimed under 
the prerogative of the Crown or in respect of the Duchy of 
Lancaster (q). 


Sub-Sect. 3. — The Attorney and Solicitor General of the County Palatine of 

Durham. 


County 126. In causes falling within the jurisdiction of the Chancery 

palatine of Court of Durham the Crown is represented by the Attorney or 
ui am. Solicitor General of the county palatine of Durham (r). 

127. As to precedence and privileges, similar principles are 
applicable (it is apprehended) to the law officers of the Durham 
Palatine Court, as in the case of the Attorney-General of the Duchy 
of Lancaster (a). 

128. Original writs and other judicial processes in the Chancery 
Court of Durham are no longer tested as formerly in the name of 

(i) Succeasion to the Crown Act, 1707 (C Ann. c. 41 ; c. 7, Buff.), s. 26 ; and 
see p. 40, ante. 

{l) Bepresentation of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Yict. c. 102), s. 62, 
Sched. H; Bepresentation of the People (Scotland) Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Yict. 
c. 48), 8. 51, Swed. II ; Bepresentation of the People (Ireland) Act, 1868 (31 & 
32 Yict c. 49), 8. 11, Sched. £. The duties of the Law Officers in the House of 
Commons are incapable of precise enumeration. They advise the Government 
generally on legal questions and support them in deoate when such questions 
are under discussion. 

(m) A.-O. of Duchy of Lancastery, Devonshire {Duke) (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 195. 

(n) As to which, see 4 Co. Inst. 206; Case of the Duchy of Lancaster (1562), 
Plowd. 212 ; and p. 217, «o»f. 

(o) A.-O. v. Lord Advocate (1834), 2 Cl. & Fin. 481, at p. 487, n.,n. L.; 
Paddock V. Forrester (1842), 3 hum. & O. 903, at p. 920, n. 

(p) A.-O. of Duchy of Lancaster v. Devonshire (Duke), supra. "Where an 
action was brought in the County Palatine Court for the pmposo of asserting 
the claim of the Crown to lands alleged to be pait of the Duchy, the question 
whether the proceedings ought to be by information, and not by action, was not 
decided (A. -O', of Duchy of Lancaster v. London and North Western Bail. Co., 
[1892] 3 Ch. 274, C. A.). 

M Re Kershaw (1882), 21 Ch. D. 613, 0. A. 

(r) As to the Chanceiy Court in Durham generally, see titles Courts ; Prac- 
tice AND Procedure. 

(f) As to these, see supra. 
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129 . "With the concurrence of the Lord Chancellor of Great sentatives 
Britain, the Chancellor of the Palatine Chancery Court is empowered etc. of the 
by rules or orders from time to time to adopt all or any of the rules, Crown, 
orders, or regulations made for the High Court of Justice under the 
Judicature Acts, with variations or additions necessary or proper 


for adapting the same to the business of the Palatine Court (u). 

Sob-Sect. 4. — Other Legal OJjUciah. 

130 . All persons appointed to act as solicitors on behalf of the Solicitors to 
Crown under the directions of the Treasury, Inland Eevenue, or 
Customs Commissioners, or of any commissioners or other persons 
having the management of any other branch of the revenue (x), 
may act and practise as solicitors in any place within the United 
Kingdom without complying with the conditions to which solicitors 
are ordinarily subject as to admission, certificates, or otherwise (x). 

In addition to these persons, the solicitors to the Post Office, the 
Admiralty and the War Office are exempt from the provisions 
of the Solicitors Act, 1843 (y). Solicitors to public departments, 
including the department of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and 
of the Governors of Queen Anne’s Bounty {z), and the clerks or 
officers appointed to act for the solicitor of any such public 
department, are generally exempted from the provisions of the 
Attorneys and Solicitors Act, 1874 («). The person appointed by 
the Prince of Wales to act as solicitor to the Duchy of Cornwall is 
entitled to practise as such solicitor for the affairs of the Duchy 
without conforming to the regulations imposed upon solicitors by 
the Solicitors Acts (a). 


(<) Stat. (1535) 27 lien. 8, c. 24, e. 3, and see Yol. YL, p. 400; and as to the 
revesting of palatine rights in the Grown, p. 216, post. 

Falatiue Court of Durham Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Yict. c. 47), s. 1. 

(xS Revenue Solicitors Act, 1828 (9 Qeo. 4, o. 26), s. 1. See also the Attorneys 
and ^licitors Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict. c. 68), s. 12, and the Solicitors Act, 1860 

i 23 & 24 Yict. c. 127), s. 33. Pleadings delivered hy a person purporting to 
lave been appointed solicitor on behalf of the Crown under the directions of the 
Commissioners of Inland Revenue cannot be treated as a nullity because they 
do not contain an allegation to the effect that revenue matters are in question 
(West V. Taunton (1830), 6 Bing. 404). 

(y) 6 & 7 Yict. c. 73, s. 47. 

(*) 37 & 38 Yict. c. 68, s. 12. The section exempts clerks or officers from the 
penalties imposed upon persons who are not duly qualified, but does not 
expressly confer the right to act and practise as a solicitor in any court. Such 
rights are expressly conferred upon persons acting as clerks to the ^licitor 
and Assistant Solicitor of Customs with regard to any court, and upon such 
dorks and upon any officer of customs with regard to proceedings before justices 
(Customs ConsoMation Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Yict. c. 36), s. 273). See, too, as to 
clerks or officers of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, the Inland Revenue 
Regulation Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Yict. c. 21), s. 27. The Finance Act, 1896 
(69 & 60 Yict. 0. 28), s. 38, confers upon any person who has been admitted a 
solicitor, and is authorised by the Commissioners or the Solicitor of I^nd 
Revenue, the right of audience in any county court in England or Ireland ; and 
see, generaUy, title Solicitors. 

(o) Stannaries Act, 1865 (18 & 19 Yict. o. 32), s. 31. The Solicitor to the 
Duchy of Lancaster has received no statu^'ory recognition other tlmn t^t 
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131. The Treasury Solicitor is a corporation sole, his official 
style being that of Solicitor for the affairs of His Majesty’s 
Treasury. He has perpetual succession by that name, with a 
capacity to acquire and hold in that name lands. Government 
securities, shares in any public company, securities for money and 
real and personal property of every description. He has capacity 
to sue and be sued, to execute deeds, make leases, to enter into 
engagements binding on himself and his successors in office, and 
to do all other acts necessary or expedient to be done in the 
execution of the duties of his office (h). He has an official seal, and 
any document purporting to be sealed with such seal is receivable 
in evidence of the particulars therein stated (c). The Treasury 
Solicitor acts for the Crown in matters falling within his depart- 
ment (d). He may also, by direction of the Crown, act in cases 
where a person in a public capacity is a party to proceedings in 
which the Crown has an interest (e). 

132. An assistant solicitor for the affairs of His Majesty’s 
Treasury may, on behalf of the Treasury Solicitor, take any oatli, 
make any declaration, verify any account, execute any deed, or do 
any act or thing which the Treasury Solicitor, in the exercise of 
his duties as Treasury Solicitor, is required or authorised to take, 
make, verify, execute, or do (/). 

133. The Director of Public Prosecutions is appointed by a 
Secretary of State, who may also appoint such number of assistant 
directors as the Treasury sanction (g). A person cannot be 
appointed to be Director of Public Prosecutions unless he be a 
barrister or solicitor of not less than ten years’ standing, or to be 
an assistant director unless he be a barrister or solicitor of not less 
than seven years’ standing (/<). An assistant director may do any 
act or thing which the Director is required or authorised to do by 
or in pursuance of any Act of Parliament or otherwise (t). 

contained in the Intestates Estates Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 71), s. 8 ; and see 
In the Ooodt of But, [1901] P. 3:33. 

g Treasury Solicitor Act, 18TG (39 & 40 Viet c. 18), s. 1. 

Jhid. 

I For his duties in connection with the administration of the personal estate 
ol intestates to which the Crown has become entitled, see the Treasury Solicitor 
Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet. c. 18), ss. 2, 4, 7, and the rules dated 26th April, 1877, 
made thereimder (Statutory Buies and Orders Bevised, Yol. XIII.) ; Court of 
Probate Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Yict. c. 77), s. 81 ; and title Descent and Distri- 
bution. 

(«) lie is, by virtue of his appointment, a duly qualified solicitor. A litigant, 
therefore, for whom he acts as solicitor by direction of the Crown, is entitled to 
recover costs (A. v. Canterbury (Arebbithop), [1903] 1 K. B. 289, C. A., at p. 292). 
(/ ) Treasury Solicitor Act, 1876 (39 & 40 YicL c. 18), s. 3. 

(g) Prosecution of Offences Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 3), s. 1 (1). The salary 
of the Director and of such assistant directors as may be ap}K>inted is deter- 
mined by the ^oasuiy {ibid., s. 1 (2)). All such salaries and remuneration, and 
any expenses incurred in the execution of the duties of tho Director of Public 
Prosecutions which are not otherwise provided for, are to bo paid out of moneys 
provided by Parliament {ibid., s. 1 (3)). 
fA) Ibid., 8. 1 (4). 

(i) Ibid., 8. 1 (5). For the powers and duties of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, see title Cbuukae Law and Procedure. 
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134. The Official Solicitor is not a legal representative or advisor Sect. 7, 

of the Crown (j). Legal 

Repre- 

135. The King’s Proctor represents the Crown in Admiralty and sentatives 

matrimonial causes. The office is at present held by the Treasury etc. of the 
Solicitor. Crown. 

In Admiralty the King’s Proctor acts for the Crown in pro- 
ceedings for the recovery of droits of Admiralty (k). ivoctor. 


In matrimonial causes the court may in every case of a petition 
for a dissolution of marriage (f) or for nullity (»i) direct all neces- 
sary papers to be sent to the King’s Proctor, who is required, under 
the directions of the Attorney-General, to instruct counsel to argue 
before the court any question in relation to such matter, which 
the court may deem it necessary or expedient to have fully argued. 

The King’s Proctor is entitled to be reimbursed the costs of such 
proceedings (n). 

The King’s Proctor has power to intervene at any time during 
the progress of a cause (o) or before the decree is made absolute, 
under the direction of the Attorney-General, and by leave of the 
court, in any suit for divorce, if he desires to allege collusion, and 
to retain counsel and subpoena witnesses to prove it. The court has 
power to order the costs occasioned by such intervention to be paid by 
the parties to the suit, or such of them as it may think fit, including 
a wife, if she have separate property. In the event of his costs 
remaining unsatisfied, he is entitled to bo reimbursed such part of 
them as may remain unsatisfied as part of the expense of his office (jy). 

The King’s Proctor may intervene to show cause against a decree 
7 tisi being made absolute, on the ground that material facts have 
not been brought_before the Court (g). 

Sect. 8 . — The Departments oj State. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In Oenerdl. 

136. The various Government offices and departments, through OoTernraent 
the medium of which the general executive administration of the offices, 
country is carried on, owe their creation and present internal 

0) For his duties, see title Couurs. 

(k) As to which see title Admiralty, Vol. I., p. 70. There are no special 
provisions dealing with the practice in such proceedings. 

(/) Matrimonial Causes Act, 1800 (23 & 2-1 Viet. c. 144), s. 6 ; and see title 
Husband and Wife. 

fm) Matrimonial Causes Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 31). s. 1. 

in) Matrimonial Causes Act, 1800 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 144), s. 5. 

(o) He may, under the direction of tne Attomey-Ueneral, have the proceedings 
watched {Hudson v. Hudson (1875), 1 P, D. 05). 

f p) Matrimonial Causes Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 144), s. 7. 

{o) Ibid. The King’s Proctor in such case intervei^s as a member of the 
public, and not in his official capacity {Masters v. Masters ^804), 34 L. J. 

(p. M. & A.) 7 ; Hudson v. Hudson (1875), 1 P, I). 65; and soe Latour v. Latour 
and Wfston (1861), 2 Sw. & Tr. 524 ; Boulton v. Boulton (1862), 31 L. J. 

(p, M. & A.) 76 ; Bowt-n v. Bowen (1864), 33 L. J. (p. M. & A.) 129). Where he 
intervenes under s. 7 of the Matrimonial Causes Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 144), 
alleging collusion, he may at the same time allege other matters in opposition 
to the making the decree absolute {Bering y. Bering (1868), L. E. 1 P. &D. 631 • 

Crawford v. CVaw/brii (1886), 11 P, D. 150). For the practice on intorrention 
generally, boo title Husband and Wife. 
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Sect. 8 organisation largely to the direct exercise of the discretionary 
The Depart- authority of the Grown as head of the executive (r). But, though 
ments of this is so, the constitution of the more modern departments (s), and 
State . tjjQ powers and duties of the various officers and functionaries of 
whom their stall is composed, as well in the modern as in the older 
departments, are now principally regulated by direct parliamentary 
enactment, or by Orders in Council issued under statutory 
authority. 

The heads of 137. The heads and parliamentary secretaries of the political, or 
offices. more important, Government departments are members of the 
Cabinet or ministry, appointed by the Crown upon the advice of the 
Prime Minister (a). They are, therefore, not permanent ofiScers, but 
owe their official existence to the continuance in power of the 
political party to which they belong, and retire with every change 
of administration. They act as the spokesmen and defenders in 
Parliament of the departments which tlioy represent, and determine 
the general nature of the executive policy which each department 
is to pursue. Moreover, being members of the ministry, they are 
responsible as a whole for the policy of the principal legislative 
measures introduced in Parliament, and which, when they become 
law, it will be the duty of the various departments to administer (I/). 

The minor 138. The less important departments are non-political — that is to 
offices. Bay, the head of the department is an ordinary member of the 
permanent Civil Service, having no voice or status in politics 
beyond that of the general body of the electorate of which he forms 
a unit. But if it be deemed expedient, a non-political may at any time 
become a political department by the appointment of a parliamentary 
head (c), or the reverse may be the case, and a political department 
may bo turned into a non-political department by the non- 
appointment of a parliamentary head. Tho latter power appears, 
however, to be seldom or never exercised. 

The Civil _ 139. The permanent staff of every Government department 

Kervice. jg composed of members of tho Civil Service, whose numbers, in 

the case of the majority of the offices and departments, are 
recruited by a system of open competitive examination held under 
the supervision of tho Civil Service Commissioners, appointed for 


(♦•) Thus, tho present constitution and organisation of the War OHice is 
entirely due to tho exorcise of the discretionary authority of the Crown, though 
the delegation of the powers of tho Crown as to tho supremo command has been 
expressly authorised by statute. See Vol. VI., p. 4 18, and, as to tho constitution 
of tne War OSDce, pp. 92 rt »ej., puat. 



Act. 190:j (3 Edw. 7, c. 31)). 

(а) See pp. 34 rf seq., ante. 

(б) As to the advantages said to be gained by the combination of a parlia- 

^ permanent staff, see Bagehot’a English Constitution, 

Rniff./.t?'-*’ Commissioners of Woods and Forests have recently become a 
& "ir* wnje extent by the inclusion of the President of the 

iJoard of Agiicultuie and Fisheries as on cj; o/Rrio Commiasionor of Woods. 
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that purpose by Order in Council, and according to rules and regula- 
tions prescribed by the Order (d). 

« The persons successful in the competitive examinations 
for the Civil Service pass through a period of probation (e), and 
when finally appointed hold office during the pleasure of tho Crown, 
and are therefore dismissible at any time without cause assigned (/). 
In practice, however, they are invariably treated as permanent 
officials holding office during good behaviour, and are not removed 
except in cases of misconduct or inefficiency (y). 

140. Except where they are expressly provided for by statute, the 
salaries of civil servants are regulated by the Crown in the exercise 
of its discretionary authority, and are such as may be appointed by 
Order in Council (A), or allowed by the Treasury. They appear upon 
the annual estimates, and are therefore subject to criticism, altera- 
tion, or disallowance by Parliament (i). Though their appointments 
may be conferred through the medium of the heads of their 
respective departments, all members of the Civil Service are servants 
of the Crown, and no contractual, relation exists between them and 
the heads of the departments, and tho latter cannot therefore be 
made liable in an action for the recovery of salary, the proper and, 
in general, the only remedy being by petition of right (y); nor is he 
liable for their torts, unless the particular tort has been specifically 
authorised by him (k). 

141. "Whatever their political opinions may be, the members of 
the Civil Service ought to remain free to serve the Government of 
the day without unnecessarily exposing themselves to public 
charges of inconsistency or insincerity. It is therefore provided 
that any civil servant seeking a seat in the House of Commons 
must resign office as soon as he has issued his address to the electors. 


(<7) The present Commissioners (two in number) were appointed by Order in 
Council of tho 12th August, 1!>07, tho first Commissioner bein" empowered to 
appoint such assistant examiners and others as may be required^, and any Com- 
missioner now and hore^ter to bo appointed may, with the previous approval of 
the Treasury, authorise in writing the Secretary to the Civil Service Commission 
to act as a Commissioner for any period during the absence or ftny vacancy in 
the office of Commissioner. 

(r) This is (under the present rules) in general six months (see Order in 
Council, 2l8t May, 1855), but a second division clerk is to bo regarded as accepted 
by a department if he has served twelve months therein, and a record has been 
made by the hood of the department that his service has been approved (see 
Order in Council, 29th November, 1898, s. 10). 

(/) See p. 22, ante. 

y/) As to what constitutes misbehaviour in office, see p. 23, ante. 

[h) E.g., the salaries of second division clerks by Order in Council, 21st 
December, 1907. 

(t) A large number of official salaries came under tho review of a Committee 
of the House of Commons in 1850. For tho report of the Committee and the 
recommendations made, see Parliamentary Papers, 1850, Vol. XV. Whore it 
is desired to censure the conduct of tho executive Government in any depart- 
ment, this is frequently effected by a motion to reduce the salary of a particular 
officer, or the amount to be voted for expenditure by a particular department. 

{j) Oidletf V. Palmeraton {Lord) (1822), 3 Brod. & Bing. 275; »oe utle ^ 

Practice. As to the right of dismissal, see p. 22, ante, 

(it) See Vol. VI., p. 413. 
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CfJNSTITUTIONAL LAW. 

or in ony other way announced himself as a candidate for 
election (/). Certain officers in public departments are also expressly 
debarred by statute from sitting or voting in the House of 
Commons (m); but no restriction is placed upon civil servants 
generally with regard to voting at parliamentary elections. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — The Ilome Office. 

142. The Secretary of State for the Home Department, apart 
from the matters which are especially assigned to his department, 
performs all the functions which fell to the King’s Secretary before 
tl )0 present departmental organisation of the e.xecutive came into 
existence. He is first in precedence among the Secretaries of 
State («). and all matters which are not peculiarly appropriate to 
the other departments fall within his province (o). His powers and 
duties are derived from three sources, from his personal relation- 
ship to the Sovereign as his secretary, from the fact that he is the 
instrument through which the ro 3 ’al prerogative is mainly exercised, 
and from the authority conferred upon him by a large number of 
statutes. 

143. As a departmental officer the Home Secretary presides 
over the Homo Office, and is assisted by two under-secretaries, one 
permanent and one parliamentary ; by throe assistant under- 
secretaries, and by a largo staff of clerks (p). 

The Home Office is now concerned almost entirely with England, 
but the affairs of the Channel Islands and of the Isle of Man fall 
within the scope of the Home Department ( 2 ). 

144. The Home Secretary is the proper and usual medium of 
communication between Crown and subject, and signifies the pleasure 
of the Crown both to individuals and to departments. He notifies 
to certain great officials matters of State intelligence, such as 
declarations of war, treaties of peace, and births and deaths in the 
Eoyal Family (r). Addresses and petitions to the Crown in person, 


(/) Soo Oixlcr in Council, 29tli November, 1884 {London Gazette, 1884, p. 5779), 
approving a Treasury minute of 12th November, 1884, to the effect stated in the 
text. 

im) Soo note (m), p. 40, ante^ and title Parliament. 

f/f) Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 2nd ed., Yol. II., 229. 

(o) “ The Ilome Office is a kind of residuary legatee ** (Lowell, Government of 
England, Vol. I., 105). 

(p) The office is divided into three main divisions, criminal, domestic and 
general, and contains a number of departments to which inspectors are attached, 
such as the Factory Department and the Prison Commission. Inspectors are 
also appointed under the Eeformatory and Industrial Schools Acts, the Aliens 
Act, and the Cruelty to Animals Act, as well as inspectors of coal and 
metalliferous mines, of explosives, of anatomy, and of county and borough 
constabulary. See titles Aliens, Vol. I., p. 301; Animals, Vol. 1., p. 363; 
Explosives; Factories and Workshops; mines, Mineraes, and Quarries; 
Prisons and Eeformatories ; etc. 

(7) As to Scotland, see n. 98, post, and as to Ireland, p. 99, post. Formal 
expression of the will of tno Crown, in matters relating to Ireland, is given 
through the Home Office. 

(r) The classification is adopted from Anson, Law and Custom of the Con- 
•titution, 2nd ed., Vol. IL, 228, 229 et aeq. 
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as opposed to the Crown in Council, aro received and transmitted Sect, s, 
by him (t). Thus, petitions for the exercise of the prerogative of The Depai 
mercy are addressed to }iim(a); and where a subject desires to mentsot 
prosecute a claim against the Crown, the petition of right by which S tate , 
proceedings are commenced is lodged with him (1). 

In the majority of cases in which formal expression is to be given 
to the will of the Sovereign, it is the duty of the Home Secretary 
to cause the necessary document to bo prepared, and to counter- 
sign it (c). 

He is the proper medium of communication between the 
Sovereign and the Church (d). 

145. The Home Secretary is primarily concerned with matters intcm.ii 
of ndininislrntion affecting the iiiternal well-being of the country, «<<'"'»'*- 
so far as such matters have not been especially delegated to other 
departments, and he has large powers of administration, supervision, 

and control under a variety of statutes (c). 

He is cx officio a member of the . Board of Trade, the Local 
Government Board, and the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (/). 

146. The maintenance of public order falls within the depart- Mainfen.anie 
ment of the Home Secretary (y). His powers in this respect may p»Wio 
be classified as follows : — 

(1) He has power to commit persons charged with treason (/<), 


(«) Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 2nd ed., Vol. II., 229. 

(a) The Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 E<lw. 7, c. 2:1), expressly enacts (s. 19) 
that nothing iti the Act contain^ shall affect the prerogative of mercy, but gives 
power to the Secretary of State, if ho thinks fit, either to refer the whole case to 
the Court of Criminal Appeal, or to refer to that court for its opinion any point 
ai'ising in the case with a view to the determination of the petition. 

(t) See title Crown rRACTiCE. No action lies against the Secretary of 
State for refusing his fiat {Irwin v. Ore^ (1862), 3 F. & P. 035). 

(c) Three classes of royal warrants are submitted to the Sovereign from the 
Home OflBce. (1 ) Warrants of various kinds which are prepared at the Home 
Office for His Majesty’s signature, and are countersigned and sealed by the 
Home Secretary. (2) Warrants which are prepared at the Crown Office, on 
instructions from the Secretary of State, for the passing of letters patent under 
the Great Seal. These warrants, which constitute the authority of the Lord 
Chancellor for the sealing of letters patent, are countersigned by the Secretary 
of State, but are not sealed by him. (3) Warrants under the royal sign manual 
for some special purpose in connection with the Eoyal Family, such as the royal 
consent to a marriage, and royal warrants conferring the title of Princess Eoyal 
or of Royal Highness. These are not countersigned by the Secretary of State, 
and are passed under the Great Seal in the same way as letters patent. The 
only seal which is in use in the Home Office is the second secretarial seal. 

(a) In the event of the Secretary of State being himself extra eedesiam, the 
duties are discharged by the First Lord of the Treasrrry (Parliamentary Debates, 
3rd series, CCCXLIX., 1746). 

(e) See titles Aliens, Vol. I., p. 301 ; Animals, Vol. I., p. 363 ; Buildino 
Societies, Vol. III., p. 321; Burial and Cremation, Vol. III., p. 401; 
Commons, VoL IV., p. 441; Explosives; Factories and Workshops; 
Infants ; Intoxicating Liquors ; Local Government ; Markets and 
Fairs ; Master and Servant ; Mines, Minerals, and Quarries ; Prisons 
AND Reformatories ; Public Health ; Theatres ; and the index to the 
Statutory Rules and Orders, “ Home Office.” 

(/) As to which, see pp. 102 etseq.,post. These boards never meet in practice. 
(g) Harrison v. Bush (1855), 5 E. & B. 344, at p. 353. 

(A) See p. 68, ante, ana Vol. VI., pp. 345 et sej., and title Criminal Law AND 
Pbooedubb. 
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and may obtain the high prerogative writ ne exeat regno to keep a 
subject within the realm (0> and he is entitled to employ part of the 
sum placed at the disposal of the Secretaries of State as secret 
service money. 

(2) The powers and duties of a Secretary of State under the 
Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870 (A:), are intrusted to the Home 
Secretary ; he admits foreigners to citizenship (J) ; grants certificates 
authorising proceedings against forei^ers charged with offences 
under the Territorial Waters Jurisdiction Act, 1878 (m) ; indorses 
warrants to apprehend fugitive offenders under the Fugitive 
Offenders Act, 1881 (n) ; and receives requisitions from diplomatic 
representatives of foreign States for the extradition of fugitive 
criminals, and authorises the issue of warrants for their apprehen- 
sion (o). He also has power to frame rules with respect to 
immigration hoards, and appeals against the refusal of leave to 
land in this country (p ) ; to make expulsion orders (q), and to 
authorise the payment of expenses incurred in deportation and in 
the maintenance of persons ponding deportation (r). 

(8) In connection with the judicial administration, the Home 
Secretary advises the Crown on petitions by borough councils for 
a grant of a separate commission of the peace (s), or of a separate 
court of quarter 6essions(<), and appoints stipendiary magistrates (o) 
and recorders (b), and also the metropolitan police magistrates (c), 
and the assistant judge of the Middlesex Sessions (d). He approves 
tables of fees framed by quarter sessions for clerks of the peace (e), 
and has power to order that clerks of the peace and clerks to petty 
sessions be paid by salary instead of by fees(/). He also has 


(t) This is so stated by Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 2nd cd., 
Vol. II., 233 ; 1 Bl. Com. 266. The writ was first employed ns between subject 
and subject in the reign of James I. (see Lord Bacon’s Ordinances, No. 89, where 
it is stated that the wi'it will be issued by the Lord Chancellor “ upon prayer of 
any of the Principal Secretaries of State without cause showing or upon such 
information as his lordship shall think of weight”), and is now employed 
only in cases which come within the provisions of s. 6 of the Debtors Act, 1869 
(52 & 33 Viet. c. 62) (Dro’vr v. Beyer (1879), 13 Ch. D. 242, C. A.). 

i h) 33 & 34 Viet. c. 90. See title Criminal Law and Pkocedukk. 

1) Naturalization Act, 1870 (33 Viet. c. 14) ; see title Aliens, Vol. I., p. 301 

m) 41 & 42 Viet. c. 73. 

n) 44 & 45 Viet. c. 69. 

o) Extradition Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 52) ; and see title Extradition 
AND Fugitive Offenders. 

I p) Aliens Act, 1905 (5 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 2 (2). 
q) Ibid., B. 3 (1). 

r) Ibid., 8. 4 (l) ; and see title Aliens, Vol. I.. 301. 
s) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s, 156. See titles 
Local Government; Maoistrates. 

(() Ibid,, 8. 162. 

(a) Ibid., B. 161. 

(5) Ibid,, s, 163. 

(c) Metropolitan Police Acts, 1829 — 1895, See especially 10 Goo. 4, c. 44 ; 
2 & 3 Viet. c. 47 ; Metropolitan Police Couits Act, 1839 (2 & 3 Viet. c. 71), and 
8 & 4 Viet. c. 71 (now repealed), 
ffi) Middlesex Sessions Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet c. 71), b. 8. 

(e) Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 43, s. 30); Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 43, 8. 3). 

(/) Criminal Justice Administration Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet, c, 55), b. 9. 
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power to make regulations as to the rates and scales of costs of 
prosecutors and of witnesses in criminal prosecutions (jf). 

(4) The general supervision of the police is intrusted to the 
Home Secretary, who advises the Crown as to the appointment of 
inspectors to inquire into the staff and efficiency of the police 
in every county and borough, and issues certificates for grants 
from the Treasury towards the expenses of maintaining such 
police (/t). He has powers to take measures for the suppression of 
riots (»■), and he may direct that special constables be sworn in, 
and that persons who are otherwise exempt from serving as special 
constables may be called upon to serve (fe). 

(5) The general supervision of reformatory schools (f), of 
industrial schools (?n), of criminal lunatics (n), and of prisons (o) 
falls within the department of the Home Secretary. 

147 . The Home Secretary is not capable of suing or being 
sued in his official capacity (p). 

Statutory powers conferred upon a Secretary of State in connec- 
tion with the taking of proceedings are exercised by the Home 
Secretary in the following cases : — 

(1) He may authorise persons to take proceedings in a county 
court for an order for the payment of expenses incurred in relation 
to the detention of a person in a State inebriate reformatory, where 
it is made to appear that such person has real or personal property 
more than sufficient to maintain his family {q). 

(2) He may recover penalties in cases where undertakers enter 
upon the dwelling of any working man within the administrative 
county of London, contrary to the provisions of the Housing of the 
Working Classes Act, 1903 (r), 

(3) Where an expulsion order is made in the case of an alien, he 
may pay the whole or any part of the expenses of or incidental to 
the departure from the United Kingdom and the maintenance until 
departure of such alien and his dependants (if any). If an expul- 
sion order is made on a certificate given within six months after an 
alien has last entered the United Kingdom, the master of the ship 
in which he has been brought to the United Kingdom, and also the 


(^) Criminal Justice Administration Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 55), s. 5. See 
title Criminal Law and Procedure. 

(/i) County and Borough Police Act, 1856 (19 20 Viet c. 69), ss. 15, 16. The 

control of the central autnority over the police is principally derived from this 
Act, which does not apply to the metropolitan police district or to the City of 
London. The metropolitan police distnet is more directly under the control of 
the Home Secrotaiy under the Metropolitan Police Acts, 1829 to 1895. See, 
generally, as to pohco, title Police. 

I i) Under the Aimy Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, c. 58). 
k) Special Constables Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 41), ss. 2 , 3. 

/) Reformatory Schools Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 117). 
m) Industrial Schools Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 1 18). 
n) Criminal Lunatic Asylums Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 75). 
o) See especially the Prison Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 21 ), and title Prisons. 
p) See generally pp. 65 tt seq,^ ante. For an action in tort against the Home 
Secretary personally in respect of acts done under a general order, see Cohbett v. 
Grey (1850), 4 Exch. 729. 

( 7 ) Inebriates Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, c. 60), s. 12 (2) (a). 

(r) 3 Edw. 7, 0 . 89, ss. 2 ( 1 ), 16, Sched. (9). 


£ 

Sect. 8. 
The Depar 
ments of 
State. 

Police. 


Prisons etc. 


Legal 

proceedings 


Inebriates. 


Housing 
of working 
classes. 


Expulsion a 
aliens. 



CoxsTiTtmoxAL Law. 


S6 

SlOT.8. 

The Depart- 
ments of 
State. 


staff. 


Secretary 
oE State for 
Foreign 
Affairs. 


Jurisdiction. 


Staff. 


master of any ship belonging to the same owner, are liable to pay to 
the Secretary of State, as a debt due to the Crown, any sums so paid 
by the Secretary of State in connection with the alien («). 

Sitb-Sect. 3. — The Foreign OJfice* 

148. The Foreign Office is presided over by the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs (f), assisted by a permanent and a parliamentary 
under- secretary (a). 

149. The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is primarily 
responsible to the Crown (b) and to Parliament (c*; for formulating 
and conducting the foreign policy of the country. He conducts the 
correspondence with foreign Governments and w’ith the British 
representatives in foreign countries, and the diplomatic and con- 
sular services (d) are subordinated to his department, private as 
well as public interests being equally within the scope of his 
activity. He has formal duties in connection with the reception of 
the representatives of foreign Governments and in presenting them 
to the Sovereign. He or the permanent under-secretary is usually 
present when matters of state are discussed between the Sovereign 
and a foreign minister, or a foreign Sovereign, or his representative (c). 

150. In addition to matters relating to countries which are not 
subject to the Crown, the relations between the Government and 
semi-independent States or protectorates which are not closely con- 
nected with any British colony, such as Egypt, fall within the 
department of the Foreign Office, as do also the relations of British 
colonies with foreign States. 

Sub-Sect. 4 .— The Cvlonial Office, 

151. The Colonial Office is presided over by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies (/), assisted by a permanent and a parlia- 
mentary under-secretary 0/). The degree of control exercised by 


(•■) Aliens Act, 1905 (5 Edw. 7, c. 1.1), s. 4 ; and see A.-Q. v. Sutcliffe, [19071 
2 K. li. 997. And see title Aue.ns, Vol. I., 103. 

(0 As to his appointment and status goiicrallj', see p. C5, ante. lie is not 
c.'ipablo of suing or liable to bo sued. Secretary of State fw Foreign Affaire v. 
Charlesworih, Pilling & Co., [1901] A. C. 373, P. C., was a suit for compensation 
for lands taken under the special provisions of the Indian Land Acquisition Act, 
189*1, 8. G. 

(a) For the staff of the ofilce and the division of business, see the Foroifm 
Ofhee Guido. 

{h) The relations of llio Secretary of State with the Crown are particularly 
intimate owing to the direct influence exercised by the Sovereign upon llie 
conduct of foreign affairs. See, as to the treaty-making power, Vol. VI., p. 427. 

(c) Parliamentary control over the Secretary of State is loss strict than in 


W) See Vol. VI-, pp. 428 ct seg. 

(e) Stapylton, George Canning and His Times, 433, cited by Anson, Law and 
Custom of the Constitution, 3rd ed., Vol. II., 43! » , 

(/) As to his aj^intmont and status gonerally, see p. 65, ante. 

Coloubl Offico^^uid? Colonial Office and the divuion of business, see the 
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the Colonial Office varies according to the form of government of the 
different colonies and dominions of the Crown (/<). 

Sub-Sect. 5.— The India Office. 


Sect. 8. 

The Depart- 
ments of 
State. 


162. The Secretary of State for India is appointed by the Appointment 
Crown, on the advice of the Prime Minister, under the powers con- of Secretary 
ferred upon the Crown by the Government of India Act, 1858 (i), 
by which the Government of the territories formerly in the posses- 
sion of the East India Company were transferred to the Crown. 

He is a member of the ministry and of the Cabinet, and is subject Status, 
to the statutory disability common to all the Principal Secretaries of 
State, which debars him from sitting in the House of Commons 
it four other Principal Secretaries of State are members of that 
House (A'). 

153. The Secretary of State for India acts, as to matters Council of 
relating to India and falling within the scope of his authority (0, 

with the advice of the Council of India, which consists of such 
number of members appointed by the Crown, and being not less than 
ten and not more than fourteen, as the Secretary of State may from 
time to time determine {in). The Secretary of State is president of 
the Council, with power to vote and to appoint a vice-president (n). 

154. The Secretary of Stale is assisted by a permanent and Undcr- 

also by a parliamentary under-secretary. secretary*. 

155. The salaries enjoyed by the Secretary of State and his Salaries, 
under-secretaries are directed to bo the same as those paid to the 
other Principal Secretaries of State (o). 

156. Subject to the provisions of the various Acts relating Trans-action 
thereto, the Council of India, under the direction of the Secretary of busiuess. 
State, is to conduct the business transacted in the United Kingdom 
relating to the Government of India (p) ; special provision is, how- Signing of 
ever, made in cases rendering the signature of a Secretary of State Jocunienta. 


(/i) Seo Vol. VI., pp. 421 et srq. And sco, gencrall}', title Dependexcies 
AXD Colonies. 

(i) 21 & 22 Viet. c. 106. 8. C, which provides that in case the Sovereign should 
be pleased to appoint a fifth I’l incipal Secretary of State, there is to be paid to 
the latter and to his under-secretaries the same yearly siilarios as are paid to the 
other Fiincipal Secretaries of State. The salaries of the Secretaries of State are at 
present £5,000 per annum, and are placed on the estimates. The permanent 
secretaries receive salaries of £2,000, and the parliamentary secretaries £1,500, 
which also come upon the estimates. 

(A) See p. CG, aide. This disability also applies to the under-socretarics of 
the Secretary of State (sco ibiil.). 

(0 The powers are conferred oy the Oovornmont of India Act, 1858 (21 & 22 
Viet. c. IOC), and various subsequent Acts relating to India. See, generally, 
title Dependencies and Colonies. 

(m) Council of India Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 35), s. 1. Seo also title 
Dependencies and Coixinies. 

(n) Oovemment of India Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 106), s. 21. As to suite 
by and against* the Secretary of State for India in Council, sco Uobertson, Civil 
Proceedings by and against the Crown, pp. 25 e< $eq. 

(o) See ibid. 

(p) Qovernment of India Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 106), s. 19. 
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Sect. 8. necessary to the validity of various documents issued by tlie India 
The Depart- Office (j). 

State. 157. The permanent staff of the India Office is composed of 

permanent members of the Civil Service holding office under the 

Bta^^ofThe Crown during pleasure ; and the Office itself is, for the purposes of 
India Office, transacting ordinary routine business, divided into a variety of 
departments (r). 

SuB'Sect. G. — Tlit Admiralty, 


Board of 158. The affairs of the Navy and of the Koyal Marines (s) are 

Admiralty. administered by the Board of Admiralty, which consists of the 
Commissioners for the time being for executing the office of Lord 
High Admiral (0 of the United Kingdom (w), with the addition of a 
Permanent and of a Parliamentary and Financial Secretary. 

The Commissioners are appointed by patent, and consist of the 
First Lord of the Admiralty, four naval or sea lords and a civil 
lord. The First Lord is a member of the Cabinet, and is responsible 
to the Crown and to Parliament for all the business of the 
Admiralty (a;). The administrative business is distributed by the 
First Lord among the lords and the Parliamentary and Financial 
Secretary (y). The Admiralty establishment is divided into 


[(]) See Oorernment of India Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. lOG), ss. 3, 19, 
and as to deeds, contracts, bonds, debentures, cheques, drafts, orders for money, 
or other documents formerly required to be signed in a particular manner, 
but which may now bo signed by any two members of the Council and counter- 
signed by the Secretary of State or his Under-Secretary or assistant Under- 
secretary, see the India Stock Certificate Act, 18G3 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 73), s. 16. 

(r) See as to the permanent Civil Service, p. 80, ante. The departments at 
present existing are—Correspondence, Accountant-Oeneral’s, Funds, Store, 
llegistry and Record, Medical Board, Audit etc. 

M Army Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 58), s. 179. 

(<) For the history of the office, see Stubbs, Constitutional History, Vol. II., 
289; Select Pleas of the Admiralty (Solden Soc.), Vol. I., Introd, ; Thring, 
Criminal Law of the Navy, 4. The Lord High Admiral is recognised in the 
statute 31 Hen. 8, c. 10. The office has been in commission since 1708, 
except for a short period in 1827, when it was thought necessaiy to declare 
that all powers and privileges granted to Commissioners and all duties imposed 
upon them should extend to the Lord High Admiral for the time being 
(Admiralty Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Qeo. 4, c. G5), s. 1). For the statutory declaration 
of the power of Commissioners to exercise all the powers of the Lord High 
Admiral, see the Admiralty Act, 1G90 (2 Will. & Mar. sees. 2, c. 2). 

(ii) For the style and title of the Commissioners, see the Interpretation Act, 
1889 (24 & 25 Vict. c. 6^, s. 12; Admiralty Act, 1832 (2 Will. 4, c. 40), ss. 1, 7 ; 
Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 18G4 (27 & 28 Vict. c. 57), 8. 2 ; Admiralty 
Powers, &c. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 124), 8. 2 ; Admiralty feuits Act, 1SC8 
(31 & 32 Vict. c. 78), s. 4. 

(xj The patent appointing the Commissioners confers ^ual responsibility upon 
all the members. The sole responsibility of the First Lord was first officially 
laid down in an Order in Council of January 14th, 1869, and was recognised by 
the Commissioners appointed in 1888 to inquire into the civil and professional 
administration of the naval and military departments as being clearly established 
as regards ordinary matters of administration, although the evidence disclosed 
considerable differences of opinion as to the responsibility of* naval lords as 
re^rds me consultative functions of the Commissioners upon questions of 
policy. See Report of the Commissioners, 1890, Parliamentary Paper, C. 5979» 

(y) Il/id,, p. viii. 
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departments (a), for the superintendence of one or more of which each Sect. 8. 

naval lord, the Civil Lord, and the Parliamentary Secretary are The Dcpart- 
severally responsible (6). The Permanent Secretary is responsible ments of 
for the correspondence of the office, for the discipline of the civil St^. 
establishments in London, and for maintaining a general continuity 
of administration on the advent of a new Board (b), which is also 
secured by the fact that while the offices of the First Lord, the Civil 
Lord, and the Parliamentary and Financial Secretary are political 
offices, the holders of which retire upon a change of Government, 
the naval lords do not necessarily retire in such case(c). 

^ 159. The powers and duties of the Commissioners may be exer- Powers and 
cised by any two or more of their number (d). They have power by duties, 
agreement to purchase and take lands requisite for His Majesty’s 
naval service, or for the use of any force or department in the 
employment or under the control of the Admiralty (e). They have 
also power under special Acts to purchase and take lands com- 
pulsorily (/), and for such a purpose the provisions of the Lands 
Clauses Acts( 5 f) are incorporated (/t). Lands vested in the Admiralty 
for the time being are held by the Lord High Admiral or the Com- 
missioners for the time being, in succession, in trust for the Crown 
for the public service, according to the nature and tenure of such 


(a) For the distribution of business among the various departments, see 
Report of the Commissioners, 1890, Parliamen&ry Paper, C. 5979, App. iii. 

(r) For the right of the Commissioners to sit in Parliament, see the Admii'alty 
Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c, 40), s. 1. 

(fl) Two Commissioners are substituted for throe as regards all acts which 
wore before the passing of the Admiralty Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 40), required 
by any Act of Parliament to be done by three or more Commissioners 
B. 6). For their power to execute deeds, c5onveyances, leases, contracts and 
other instruments, see ibid,, s. 7, and as to commissions, warrants and orders, 
see the Admiralty Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 65), s, 3. 

(e) Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 57), s. 3. For the 
purpose of such purchase and taking the Lanas Clauses Acts are incorporated so 
far as they apply to the purchase or taking of lands by agreement (ibid., s. 4). 

(/) Such powers are contained in the Admiralty (Signal Stations) Act, 1815 
(55 Geo. 3, c. 128), with respect to signal stations; Coastguard Service Act, 
1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 83), s. 5 ; Defence Act Amendment Act, 1864 (27 & 28 
Viet. c. 89) ; and Naval Works Act, 1895 (58 & 59 Viet. c. 35). Powers under 
a special Act are not to be exercised after tne expiration of five years from the 
passing of such Act (Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet, 
c. 67), B. 8) ; and see title Compulsory PuRcnASE of Land and Compensation, 
Vol. VL, p. 1. 

(ff) For the statutes included by those words, see the Interpretation Act, 1889 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 63), s. 23. 

(^) Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 57), s. 5. The 
Admiralty are expressly exempted from tho necessity of giving bonds (s. 21) and 
from liability to penadties (ss. 24, 25). The Commissionei-s may withdraw a 
notice of intention to take lands compulsorily within two months after tho 
giving of such notice (ibid,, s. 6), but nothing done under this section is to 
prejudice any claim of any owner or person interested in such lands for 
compensation or damage occasioned by the giving of such notice (ibid,). For 
the provisions of the Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet, 
c. 20V and the Railways Clauses Consolidation (Scotland) Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet, 
c. 33), which are to bo incoi^oratcd in special Acts, see Admiralty Lauds and 
Works Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 57), s. 7, and for the provisions of those Acts 
as to works, and as to the tempprary occupation of land, ibid., s. 
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Sect. 8. lands and the estate, term or interest acquired by the Admiralty 
The Depart- therein (i). The Admiralty has all such powers of management and 
ments of leasing and all such other powers and rights as would be had in 
State. relation thereto by any individual holding the same for such estate, 
term or interest as the Admiralty have therein (A:). 

Judicial 160. The Commissioners may administer oaths and act as 

powers. justices, and all statutes made or to be made for the protection of 
justices of the peace in the execution of their office extend to the 
Commissioners and to all constables and other peace officers acting 
under any warrant or authority from them (/)• 

Dockyards 161. The Admiralty has power to appoint harbour-masters, under 
and harbours, jjjq Qf Xing’s Harbour-master, to superintend the execution 
of the rules regulating the use of dockyard ports (m). The Admiralty 
may retain control over the whole or part of any harbour, port, bay, 
estuary, or navigable river, in or adjoining to which there is a 
dockyard, victualling yard, steam factory yard, arsenal, or naval 
station, where such retention is deemed necessary in the interests of 
the naval service (n). 

Orecnwich 102. The government of Greenwich Hospital and of its schools 
Hospital. lands belonging to the hospital is vested in the 

Admiralty (o). The Commissioners may permit the temporary use 
of the hospital for the purpose of the naval service or of any 

(t) Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 18G4 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 57), s. 9. For 
Iho provisions with regard to the sale of superfluous lands, see ibifl., ss. 14—19. 

{k) Ibid,, 8. 10. Admiralty Powei-s, &c. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 124), 

6 . 1 . 

{f) Admiralty Act, 1832 (2 Will. 4, c. 40), s. 6. The Admiralty Powers, &c. 
Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 124), s. 5, provides that superintendents of royal dock- 
yards shall be justices of the peace in respect of offences specified in the Act 
and all matters relating to tho naval service, and the stores, provisions, and 
accounts thereof. 

(m) Dockyard Ports Eegulation Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 125), s. 4. 

(n) Harbours Transfer Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 69), s. 9. The Act trans- 
ferr^ to the Board of Trade powers formerly exercised oy the Admiralty under 
the Preliminary Inquiries Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 49) ; Harbours, Docks, 
and Piers Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 27) ; Bail ways Clauses Consolida- 
tion Acts, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. cc. 20, 33) ; Tramways (Ireland) Act, 1860 (23 & 24 
Viet. c. 152), s. 41 ; General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, Amendment Act, 1862 
(25 & 26 Vict. c. 19), as well as the powers as to public harbours contained in 
the Public Harbours Act, 1806 (46 Ueo. 3, c. 153), and as to ballast contained 
in the Harbours Act, 1814 (54 Geo. 3, c. 159). Holyhead and Portpatrick 
harbours are vested in the Board of Trade by the Harbours Transfer Act, 1862 
(25 & 26 Vict. c. 69), s. 17; and the Thames and the Mersey "are expressly 
excepted from the transfer to the Admiralty effected by the Act {ibid., s. 10). 
Tlio Admiralty has the same power as that possessed by the Secretary of State 
for War under the Military Lands Act, 1892 (55 & 66 Vict. c. 43), ss. 14—18, to 
make bye-laws goveraing the use of lands (including the bed of tho sea or 
tidal waters) appropnated for any purpose of the royal navy (Military Lands 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 66) ). As to colonial docks, see Colonial Docks Loans 
Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 106). 

(o) Greenwich Hospital Act, 1866 (28 & 29 Vict. c. 89). The Admiralty has 
the right, after the lapse of six and a half years, to pay or credit the residue or 
any part thereof of the estate or effects of a deceased officer, seaman, or marine, 
which have been received by the Admiralty, to the account of the Hospital 
(Eevenue Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Vict. c. 42), s. 30). 
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department of His Majesty's Government or for the benefit of Sect. 8. 
persons engaged in seafaring pursuits (p). The Depart- 

The Admiralty has the exclusive right to publish the Nautical ments of 
Almanack (2). 

With regard to the construction of tramways, the Admiralty has 
the same right to obtain provisional orders (r) as the Secretary of 
State for War (s). 

The Admiralty has power to take proceedings against any person Wirciets 
who establishes a wireless telegraph station or instals or works any teicgRipiiy. 
apparatus for wireless telegraphy in any place or on board any 
British ship without a licence from the Postmaster-General (/). 

163 . The Admiralty has power to institute actions, suits, or i/'gai 
proceedings generally in respect of matters relating to their rights, piocccdingt. 
powers, or duties, or in respect of property vested in them or under 
their control, in like manner (as nearly as may be) as if the question 
in dispute were one between subject and subject (n). Such proceed- 
ings are not ailected by any change in the individuals who hold the 
office of commissioners (/<)• The Crown may, nevertheless, if so 
advised, proceed by information (c). The Admiralty are liable to 
pay and entitled to receive costs according to the ordinary law and 
practice(</). Thus, the Admiralty may recover damages in an action 
against shipowners for negligent management of a ship containing 
Admiralty stores (c); they may take proceedings in the Admiralty 
Court against a vessel for damages for collision (/), and may enter 
a claim against a fund paid into the Admiralty Court in a suit for 
limitation of liability (y). 

The Admiralty may bring any action or suit in relation to lands 
vested in or purchased by the Commissioners (/i). or to lands con- 
tracted to be purchased or taken by them (1) under statutory powers, 
and may bring any action of ejectment, or other action or suit for 
recovering possession of lands, and may distrain and sue for arrears 
of rent (A). They may bring any action or suit in respect of tres- 
pass or encroachment upon such lands ( 1 ). 


i p) Greenwich Hospital Act, 1SG9 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 4-t), s. 7. 

</) Nautical Almanack Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. G6). 
r) Naval Works Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Viet. c. 42), s. 2. 

«) Military Tramways Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. G5). 
t) Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1904 (4 Edw. 7, c. 24). s. 1. 
a) Admiralty Suits Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 78), s. 3. The section denis 
principally with actions relating to naval stores, but its terms are wide enough 
to include almost every cause 01 action. 

ib) Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 57), s. 11 ; 
Admiralty Powers, Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 124), s. 2 ; Admiralty Suits 
Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 78), s. 4. 

(r) IhvL, s. 7. The prerogatives of the Crown or e expressly preserved by s. 6 . 
Id) Ibid., s. 6. 

(r) Admiralty CommisBionerB v. McOrafor, Gow tfc Co. (1885), 1 T. L. R. 679, C. A. 
(/) The Etna (1907), 24 T. L. R. 270. 

(ff) The Zoe (188G), 11 P. D. 72 ; The St Paul, [1908] P. 320. 

(h) Admiralty Powers, &o. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 124), s. 1. 

(«) Admiralty lainds and Works Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 57), s. 11. 

(A;) For the special provisions with regard to recovery of possession of lands, 
see Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Yiot. 0 . 57), ss. 12, 13. 

(1) Ibid., s. 11. 
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Sect. 8 . 164 . The Admiralty are not liable to be sued except with respect to 

The Depart- lands ; the remedy in other cases (if any) is by petition of right (m). 
ments of In suits relating to lands the Admiralty may defend (n) any action 
State. or suit, and are liable to pay and entitled to receive costs according 
to the ordinary law and practice (o). 

Sub-Sect. 1.—The ^y^\r Office. 

War Office. 165 . The present interior organisation of the War Office dates 
from the year 1904, when the system of dual control exercised since 
1855 (p), with regard to military administration, by the Secretary 
of State for War ( 7 ), and the Commander-in-Chief, gave place to the 
present distribution of administrative duties between the Secretary 


(m) As in Churchward v. R. (18G5), L. E. 1 Q. B. 173 (petition of rij^bt for 
breach of contract in respect of can iageof mails) ; Stewards & Co. v. R. (1900). 16 
T. L. E. 153, 17 T. L. E. Ill, C. A., and suh nom. A.-O. v. Stewards tk Co. 
(1901), 18 T. L. E. 131, II. L. (breach of contract in regard to the supply of 
stores); and Yeoman v. £1904] 2 K. B. 429, 0. A. (demurrage). As 
regards liability for torts, see Vbl. Vl., p. 415, and RaJevjh v. Goscheii, [1898] 1 
Ch. 73. 

(w) Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 57), s. 11 ; 
Admiralty Powers, &c. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 124), s. 1 ; and see, as to 
Greenwich Ilospital, the Greenwich Hospital Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 89), ss. 52, 
53, 54. It has been thought that the above provisions do not give an absolute 
right to sue the Admiralty ; see Eobertson, Civil Proceedings by and against the 
Crown, 32, 39, and the unreported cases there cited. 

(0) Admiralty Powers, &c. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 124), s. 2. In JVilliams 
V. Admiralty Commissioners (1851), 11 C. B. 420, decided upon similar provisions 
in the now repealed statute 1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 93, it was suggested that in an action 
against the Commissioners in their official capacity a copy of the writ should 
be served upon each of them. In practice, no doubt, the Treasury Solicitor 
would accept service. See Eobertson, Civil Proceedings by and against the 
Crown, 40. For the powers and duties of the Admiralty as regards naval 
matters ^nerally, see title Eoyal Forces. 

(p) Beiore 1855 the control of military matters was divided between a variety 
of departments, and the consequent inefficiency revealed by the Crimean war 
led to centralisation of the vanous duties in the War Office under the dual 
control of the Secretary of State and the Commander-in-Chief (see EepoH of the 
War Office (Eeconstitution) Committee, Parti., p. 8, Parliamentary Paper, 1904, 
Cd. 1932, Vol. VIII.). Various reorganisations have since taken place with a 
view to obtaining efficient military administration, and, owing to the defects 
disclosed by the &uth African war, the various duties wore distributed between 
eight officials under the direct control or general supervision of the Commander- 
in-Chief, the Secretary of State x'emaining responsible for the whole (see Order 
in Council, 4th November, 1901). The subsequent developments are also due 
to the defects revealed by the South African war, and the report of Lord 
Esher’s (War Office (Eeconstitution) ) Committee in 190^4 (see note (r), p, 93, 
post). 

(7) Between 1794 and 1854 the duties relating to war were shared by the 
Secretary of State for War and the Colonies (whoso office was created in 1794) and 
the Home Secretary, the office of Secretary at War (created in the rei^ of 
Charles II.) existing side by side with these (see Clodo, Military Forces of the 
Crown, Vol. I., p. 71 ; Vol. ll., pp. 320, 769). At the time of the Crimean war, 
in 1855, an additional Secretary of State fur the War Department was created 
whose office was combined with that of the Sccrotaiy at War, and the Colonial 
Secretary was relieved of his war duties (see the official memorandum stating the 
detoils of War Office organisation between 1854 and 1869 given in Clode*a 
Militaj^ Forces of the Crown, Vol. EE., pp. 769, 770). As to the history of the 
War Offi(^ generally, see ibid. The oflico of Secretary at War was finally 
abolished in 1863, his duties becoming amalgamated with those of the Secretary 
of State for War (Secretory at War Alx)liiion Act, 1863 (20 & 27 Viet. c. 12) ). 
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of State for War and the other membera of the Army Council, Sect. 8. 
whilst the executive duties of inspection formerly exercised by the The Depart- 
Comniander-in-Chief, in addition to his administrative duties at meats of 
the War Office, were decentralised or separated entirely from the St^. 
administrative duties now exercised by the Army Council (r), and 
were handed over to the Inspector-General of the Forces, assisted 
by seven subordinate inspectors for the different branches of the 
service (s). 

166. The composition of the Army Council, and the interior Army 
organisation of the War Office, so far as they admit of definite Council, 
analysis, and subject to changes which are or may be made from 

time to time, appear to be as follows : — 

The Army Council is composed of seven members (/), namely, 
the Secretary of State for War (President of the Council) ; first 
military member (Chief of the General Staff) ; second military 
member (Adjutant-General to tbe Forces) ; third military member 
(Quartermaster- General to the Forces); fourth military member 
(Master-General of the Ordnance); civil member (Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State) ; finance member (Financial Secretary). 

The former secretary of the AVar Office now acts as the permanent 
Under- Secretary of State to the Army Council (m). 

The War Office itself is divided into various departments, corre- 
sponding to the offices of the various members of the Army Council, 
together with a department appropriated to the Inspector-General 
of the Forces, each department having a separate permanent 
staff (a). 

167. The general duties of the Army Council are to administer Duties of 
matters pertaining to tho military forces and the defence of Ilis council. 


(r) This result, together with the eshihlishinont of the Army Council, was 
due to tho recomincndatioDS of tho AVar Ollice (llecoiistitution) Committee held 
under the presidency of Lord Esher in 1904, which attributed the previous 
failures to five prindpol causes: (1) the want of a special body in tho War 
Office to consider questions of policy only as opposed to routine ; (2) the divorce 
of real power (vested in the Commandcr-in-Chief) from responsibility (vested in 
tho Soci'etory of State) ; (U) the centralisation of administrative duties with the 
executive command in the Commander in-Chiof ; (4) tho over-burden of duties 
devolving u]Km the Commandor-in-Chiof ; (5) tho nou-cxisteiico of a permanent 
nucleus to the defence committee of the Cabinet (see Ec'port of the War Office 
(Reconstitution) Committee, 1904, Pait I., rarliamculary Paper, 1904, CJ. 
m2, Vol. VIII.). 

(«) Namely, of Cavalry, Royal Ilorse and Royal Field Artillery, Royal 
Oariison Artillery, Roj-al Engineers, Army Service Corps, Medical Services, 
likuiipment and Ordnance Stores. 

(<) Letters Patent, 6th February, 1904 (see tho London Gazette, 12th February, 
1904, and, as to the style of mombora of the Council, supplement to tho Gazette 
of tho same date), by which the office of Commonder-m- Chief was abolished 
and the present Army Council constituted. 

(u) &o Report of mo War Office (Reconstitution) Committee, Part II., p. 7, 
Farhamentary Paper, 1904, Cd. 1932, Vol. VIII.). 

(a) The present interior arrangement of the War Office, which is intended to 
be assimilated to that of the Admiralty', is due to the report of Lord Esher’s 
Committeo in 1904. The arrangement and duties of the various departments 
(so far as adopted) is detailed in Part I., p. 7, of the Report (see Faxhamentory 
I’aper, 1904, Cd. 1932, VoL 
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Sect. 8. Majesty’s dominions, with sncli power and authority as were 
The Depart* formerly e.'^erci.sed under the royal prerogative by the Secretary of 
meats of Slate, the Commander-in-Chief, and other officers acting under the 
State . Secretary of State. The Council has also full power and authority 
to appoint such officers as they think lit for the conduct of the 
business of the civil departments of the military service, and to 
make contracts, and do all other things which may seem necessary 
in their discretion (1). 

The signature of the Council is to bo affixed by any two of 
its members, or by any one of them with the secretary appointed 
by the Council (c). 

The responsibility, both to the Crown and Parliament, of all 
tho business of the Army Council is borne by the Secretary of 
State (d). 


Orgnnisaiion 168. The Secretary of State may specially reserve to himself 
of Army any business which he pleases. But all other business is (according 
Council. rules originally formulated, but which arc liable to alteration) 

to be transacted in the following principal divisions: — (l)The four 
military members of the Council are responsible to the Secretary of 
State for the administration of so much of the business relating to 
the organisation, disposition, prrsonne/, armament, and maintenance 
of the army as may be assigned to them by the Secretary of State. 
(2) The finance member (financial secretary) of the Council !«• 
responsible to the Secretary of State for the finance of the army, 
and such other business of the Council as may he assigned to him 
by the Secretary of State. (3) The civil member is responsible to 
the Secretary of State for the non-elTective votes, and such other 
business of the Council as the Secretary of State may assign to him. 
(4) The former secretary of the War Office is to act as secretary of 
the Army Council, and is charged with the interior economy of the 
War Office, the preparation of all official communications of the 
Council, and such other duties as tho Secretary of State may assign 
to him (c). (5) The Director of Army Finance (now the assistant 
financial secretary') acts ns deputy and assistant to the finance 
member of the Council, and as the accounting officer of army votes, 
accounts, and funds, and is charged with the allowance and pay- 
ment of all moneys for army services. He also accounts for and 
audits all cash expenditure, and prepares the annual accounts for 
such expenditure for Parliament, audits all manufacturing expenses 
and supply and store accounts, and advises the administrative officers 
at the War Office, and in commands, on all questions of army 
ex 2 >enditure (/). 

inupector- 169. The duties of the Inspector-General of the Forces are to 
General review and report to the Army Council uiion tho practical results of 


(l>) TiCttcrs Patent, Ctb February, 1001 {^London GaztiU, February 12th, 190-1). 

(r) Ibid. 

hj) Order in Council, lOth August, 1904 {London Gazette, ICth August, 1904). 
(e) Ibid, 

Jj) Director of Army Finance has recently been recon- 

stituted, and an assistant financial secretary appointed is his place. See the 
Times, 29th July, 1908, p. 1 1. 
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their policy, and for that purpose to inspect and report upon the Sect. b. 
training and efficiency of all troops under the control of the home The Depart 
Government, on the suitability of their armament and equipment, mentsof 

on the condition of fortifications and defences, and generally on the State , 
readiness and fitness of the army for war (g). It is not intended 
that the Inspector-General should have any voice in the determina- 
tion of policy {h). 

170> The duties of the former Agent-General for volunteers and Transferred 
local militia have been transferred to and are now exercisable (so 
far as tboy remain unaffected by statute) partly by the Secretary of 
State for War and partly by the Paymaster-General (t) ; and the 
duties, powers, authorities, rights, and privileges formerly exercised 
by the Secretary at War (/;) and his deputy, have been vested in the 
Secretary of State for War (subject to a like qualification), and are 
now exercisable by the latter and the Under- Secretary of State for 
War respectively (0. 

171. All the powers, authorities, rights, and privileges whatso- Powers or 
ever which were before the 14th August, 1855, or at any time vested 

in or exercisable by the principal officers of Her late Majesty’s 
Ordnance, or any of them, under the Defence Acts, 1842 and 1855, 
or any other Act of Parliament, law, custom, or usage whatsoever, 
have been, as from the 14th August, 1855, transferred to, vested in, 
and made exercisable by the Secretary of State for War, who is 
entitled to the same exemption from personal responsibility as that 
to which the principal officers of the Ordnance were entitled (»i). 

172. Whether the Secretary of State for War can sue or be 
sued apart from statutory provisions appears to be doubtful (u); 


(f/) Order in Council, 10th Ausrust, 1901 {London Gazette^ ICth August, 1904). 
(h) See Report of the War Office (hoconstitution) Committee, 1904, Part I., 
pp. 10, 13 (Parliamentary Paper, 1904, Cd. 1932, Vol. VIll.). As to the military 
forces of the Crown generally, see title Royal Forces. 

(t) Paymaster General Act, 1817 (57 Goo. 3, c. 41), s. 2; Secretary at War 
Abolition Act, 18G3 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 12), s. 1. The transfer is made subject to 
such rules and regulations as may be made from time to time by the Secretary 
of State for War and the Paymaster General {ibid.), 

{!:) As to the Secretary at War, see note (7), p. 92, ante. 

U) Secretary at War Abolition Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 12), s. 1. 

(m) Ordnance Board Transfer Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 117), s. 1. By s. 2, 
all lands, estates and property whatsoever formerly vested in tlie Board of 
Ordnance on behalf of the Crown, or used, occupied, vested or taken by or in 
the name of or by any persons in trust for the Crown for the use and service of 
the War Department, were transferred to and vested in tho Secretary of Stato 
for War and his succossors, as to feo simple estates of inheritance, as a cor- 
poration solo, and as to all lands and property of a loss estate, as if originally 
conveyed or otherwise assured to the said Secretary of State as a corporation 
sole. But all hereditaments of copyhold or customary tenure for the purpose 
mentioned in s. 8 of the Defence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 94), were directed to 
remain vested in, or to be surrendered to some person approved of or named 
by the Secretary of Stale for War, as tenant thereof. As to the substitution 
of the Secretary of State for War for the Board of Ordnance in all contracts 
and procoodings, soo the Ordnance Board Transfer Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet, 
c. 12), S8. 3, 4. 

{n) Soo Kirkv. R., A.-G. v. Kirk (1872), L. R. 14 Eq. 558, per WiCKENS, 
V.-U. : “In this court tho Secretary of War has sued and been suedi There 
may have been more or less consent, but he has been sued aud has sued like 
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Sect. 8. express provisions for suits by him have, however, been made in 
The Depart- the following cases : — The Secretary of State for War (o) and his 
ments of Buccessor for the time being may prosecute and maintain actions 
State . Qf ejectment, or other proceedings at law or in equity for recovering 
Actions by possession of any messuages, buildings, castles, lines, or other 
and against fortihcaiions, manors, lands, or hereditaments vested in him under 
Btate*io7 Defence Act, 1842 (p), or otherwise howsoever, and may distrain 

Wax. or sue for any arrears of rent in respect of the same under any 

parol or other demise from the said Secretary of State (or the 
former principal ofificers of Ordnance). He may also prosecute and 
maintain any other action or suit in respect of or in relation to the 
above messuages, buildings etc., or in respect of any trespass or 
encroachment committed thereon, or damage or injury done thereto ; 
also upon all covenants and contracts whatsoever made with the 
Secretary of State (or the former principal officers of Ordnance) 
relating to the Ordnance or Barrack Department (as mentioned in 
the Act) or the defence of the realm ; and may also prosecute 
or defend any other action, suit, or legal proceeding, civil or 
criminal, concerning the goods or chattels, stores, moneys, and 
other pro^ierty, under the care, control, and disposition of the 
Secretary of State for War. In all such actions, or other proceed- 
ings, the Secretary of State is to be called “His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for War ’’ without naming him, and no such 
action or other proceeding is to abate by the death, resignation, 
or removal of the Secretary of State for War (q). 

These provisions are not to defeat or abridge the legal rights 
and privileges and prerogatives of the Crown in any such action, 
suit, or other proceeding brought or instituted in the name and 
on behalf of the Secretary of State for War ; and in all matters 
relating thereto the same rights, privileges, and prerogatives claimed 
and enjoyed by the Crown in any court of law or equity may be 
claimed, exercised, and enjoyed by the Secretary of State for War 

any other suitor.” See contra, Bohortson, Civil Prooeediuga by and against the 
Crown, p. 3. 

(o) Principal officers of tho Ordnance in the Act, now tho Secretary of State 
for War (Ordnance Board Transfer Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Yict. o. 117), ss. 1 , 3, 4 ; 
see note (m), p. 95, ante). 

(p) 8 & 6 Viet. c. 94. 

( 7 ) Defence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 94), s. 34, amended, as to tho substitution 
of the Secretary of State for War in place of the principal ofiScers of Ordnance, 
by the Ordnance Board Transfer Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 117), ss. 3, 4. It 
has been thought that these provisions do not give an absolute right to sue the 
Secretary of State; see Bobertson, Civil Proceedings by and against tho Crown, 
32, and the cases there cited. By s. 5 of the lattor Act, in all contracts or 
assurances unto or by tho Secretary of State for War, and in every other deed 
or instrument relating to lands, hereditaments, estates, or property, or in 
anywise to tho public service whore he is or is intended to bo a party, tho 
Secretary of State for War may bo styled " llis Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
of State for tho War Department” without naming nim, and all such contracts 
and instnments may bo executed by him or any other Principal Secretary of 
State by siming his name, or in the case of a deed by setting or affixing a seal 
thereto, and delivering the same as his deed. Deeds or other instruments so 
executed by any other Secretary of State than the Socrotaij of State for War 
are for tho pur^ses of tho some to be taken as executed by the Secretary of 
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in the Bamo manner as if the subject-matter of the suit or other Sect. b. 
proceeding were vested in the Crown, and as if the Crown were The Depart* 
actually a party thereto (r). ments of 

StSltOa 

173. The Secretary of State for War may also institute and — — 

prosecute any action, suit, or proceeding, civil or criminal, 

military or ordnance stores, or other Uis Majesty’s stores under his military or 
charge or control, or any stores sold or contracted to be delivered to oninance 
or by him for the use or on account of His Majesty, or the price to 
be paid for* the same, or any loss of or injury to any such stores 
as aforesaid, and may («) defend any action, suit, or proceeding 
concerning any such stores, matter, or thing as aforesaid {t). 

The above powers are subject to similar provisions as to the 
description of the Secretary of State in suits, and as to abatement 
on a change of the holder of the olQce, and as to the savings 
of other legal rights and remedies of the Crown, as in the case 
of the Defence Act, 1842 (u), and His Majesty may, when it seems 
lit, proceed by information on the Revenue side of the King’s 
Bench Division, or by any other Crown process, legal or equitable, 
as if the above provisions had not been enacted {x). 

Any notice, summons, W'rit or other document required to be 
served on the Secretary of State may be delivered to the solicitor 
for the War Department for the time being, or left for him at the 
War Office; and any notice, summons, writ, or other document 
required to be given by or on behalf of the Secretary of State for 
War may be given under the hand of the said solicitor (jj). 

174. The Secretary of State is expressly exempted from liability 
to any fine, penalty, or forfeiture, or to the execution of any process 
against his person or property, by reason of anything done or 


(r) Dcfonco Act, 1842 (5 & G Vict. c. 94), s. 34. Tho Crown may proceed by 
information or by any other Crown process, legal or equitable, in any case in 
which tho actions, suite, arbitrations, or other proceedings mentioned in the 
Defence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Vict. c. 94), might have been otherwise instituted 
{ibnl.). 

{>) Held in an unreported case in chambers, that “ may,” coupled with tho 
provisoes below, moans that tho Secretary of State can only be sued with hie 
own consent : ^bertson, Civil Proceedings by and against tho Crown, p. 32 ; 
but see contra, WHliam$ "v. Admiralty Commissioners (1851), 11 0. B. 420. 

{!) War Department Stores Act, 18C7 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 128), a. 20. For cases 
under the section see Secretary of State for TFar v. Studdert, (1901] 1 1. R. 34G, 
C. A. (action for damages for fraudulent breach of duty etc. m counoctiou with 
tho purchase of horso^ ; Secretary of State for Har v. Bynne, [1905] 2 K. B. 
845 (damages for illorally distraining an army horse). See also for an instance 
of process by English information (supply and carriage of horses), Robertson, 
su/ma, p. 32. 

(tt) War Department Stores Act, 18C7 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 128), s. 20. As to tho 
provisions of the Defence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Vict. c. 94), see supra. 

(x) War Department Stores Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. o. 128), s. 20. 

(y) Defence Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Vict. c. 1 12), s. 45. This provision is general in 
terns, but, probably, it applies only to notices etc. under the Act, since by s. 46 
it is expressly extended (together with the other provisions of the Act relating to 
uotioes) to notices to owners, lessees and occupiers, and notices, writs, or other 
documents to tho Secretary of State for War, where lands are surveyed and 
marked out under the Defence Act, 1812 (6 <Sc 6 Vict. c. 94), as amended by 
subsequent Acts (ibid., a. 46). 
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oiiiillcd to bo dono undor tho Defoiico Act^ 18C0 (z) j And nothing 
in the Defence Act, 1842, or contained in any instrument authorised 
by tho Act, is to extend to charge the Secretary of State or his repre- 
sentatives, or his or their lands or goods, nor is the Secretary of State 
personally, or his property, liable to any legal process or execution 
in actions, suits, arbitrations, or other proceedings under the Act (a). 

Sod-Sect. 8. — The Imperial Defence Cammiitee. 

175. The Committee for Imperial Defence is a committee 
entirely without executive authority, its duties being merely advisory 
and consultative. Its function is to advise the Government and 
the various departments concerned with questions of defence upon 
general questions of policy. It does not interfere witli administra- 
tion. Thus, the Committee does not deal with tho details of 
estimates, which remain in the hands of the ministers in charge of 
departments and of tho Chancellor of the Exchequer (b). 

The Committee consists of tho Prime Minister, the Secretary of 
State for War, the First Lord of the Admiralty, the heads of 
the Army General Staff and the Army Intelligence Department, 
the First Sea Lord of the Admiralty and the heads of the Naval 
Intelligence Department (c). To these are added from time to time 
any 2 >ersons who may be peculiarly qualified to assist tho Committee 
in dealing with any particular or local question (d). 

The Committee is assisted by a permanent staff, including a 
secretary, who keeps a record of tho proceedings (e). 

Sub-Sect. 9. — The Secretary for Scotland. 

176. Scottish affairs are principally administered by tho Secretary 
for Scotland (/). lie is capable of sitting and voting in the House 
of Commons (g), and is a Privy Councillor, but not a Secretary of 
State, and he is generally a member of the Cabinet. If the 
Secretary is a peer, the Lord Advocate represents Scotland in the 
House of Commons (/<). 

The Secretary may appoint such ^icrmanont secretaries, inspectors, 
clerks, and other officers as ho may, with tho sanction of the 
Treasury, determine (i). 


(z) 23&24 Viet. c. 112,8.43. 

(o) Defence Act, 1842 (5 & C Viet. c. 94), s. 37, ns amended Lv llio Ordnance 
Board Transfer Act, 1855 fl3 & 19 Viet. c. 117). See also Vol. VI., p. 413, as to 
the personal liability of officers of tho Crown in suits and actions. 

''/) Parliamentary Debates, 4th Scries, Vtl. CXVllI., 291. 

:) lUd., VoL CXXXIX., 019 et al. 

/) Ihid. 

0 Ilid. See also title Botal FoncES. 

For title and constitution, boo Secretary for Scotland Act, 1885 
(48 & 49 Viet. c. Gl), B. 2. Tho rights of the Lord Advocate are preserved by a 
saving clause (a. 9). 

M Ibid., B. 3. There is no parliamentary under-socrotary for Scotland. 
Beforo the creation of the office of Secretary for Scotland Scottish aCTaira wore 
principally in the hands of the Homo Secretary, the Lord Advocate acting 
as parliamentary under-secretary in addition to the assistance which hs crav# 
generally. ® 

r/i) Anson, Law and Custom of tho Constitution, Vol. H., ii. (i/- 209, 

(0 Secretary for Scotland Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 61), s. 2. 
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Rules, regulations, and orders made by the Secretary for Scotland 
are valid if made under the oiheial seal, and signed by him, or by 
any other oiBcer appointed by him for that purpose. Production of 
a copy of such rule, order, or regulation, purporting to bo certified 
as a true copy by any secretary or officer appointed by the Secretary 
for Scotland for that purpose, is sufficient primary evidence that 
such rule, order, or regulation was properly made (k). 

177. The powers and duties vested in the Secretary for Scotland 
are — 

(1) All powers and duties vested in or imposed on one of His 
Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State by any Act of Parliament, 
law, or custom, so far as such powers and duties relate to 
Scotland (1 ) ; 

(2) (m) All powers and duties vested in or imposed on the 
Treasury under the Lands Valuation (Scotland) Act, 1854 (h) ; 

(8) (o) All powers and duties vested in or imposed on the Board 
of Trade relating to provisional orders dealing with any subjects 
transferred to the Fishery Board for Scotland by the Sea Fisheries 
(Scotland) Amendment Act, 1885 (p) ; 

(-1) The duties of Vice-President of the Scottish Education Depart- 
ment («/) ; 

(5) The duties of Keeper of the Great Seal appointed (r) to be kept 
and made use of in Scotland in place of the Great Seal of Scotland (»). 

Sub-Sect. 10.— TAe Irish O/Jflce. 

178. Ireland is in theory governed by the Lord Lieutenant (<), 
assisted by a separate council, the medium of communication 


fA:) Soemtary for Scotland Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. Gl), b. 4. 

(/) Secretary for Scotland Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 52, in part repealed by 
the Stat. Law Rev. Act, 1908 ^ Edw. 7, c. 49) ), e. 2 ( 1 ), except ( 1 ) the powers 
and duties of a Secretary of State under the following statutes or any Acts 
amending the same: Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 ?1 Edw. 7, c. 22 ) ; Coal 
Mines Regulation Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet c. 76) ; Metalliferous Mines Regula- 
tion Act, 1872 (35 & 3G Viet c. 77) ; Explosives Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 17) ; 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Viet c. 77); and Reformatory and 
Industrial Schools Acts, 18G6 to 1879 (see Secretary for Scotland Act, 1887 
(50 & 51 Viet. c. 62, in part repealed by the Stat. Law Rev. Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 49), B. 3) ; (2) the powers, duties, or functions of a principal Secretaiy of 
State as Secretary of State for the War Department (Seci-otary for Scotland Act, 
1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. IG), s. 1 ). Powers and duties of a Secretary of State, of 
the Privy Council, of the Treasury, and of the Local Government Board under 
various statutes were conferred by the Secretary for Scotland Act, 1885 (48 & 49 
Viet. c. 61), 8 . 6 . 

(m) SecretaTT for Scotland Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 62, in part repealed by 
the Stat. Law Rev. Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 49)), s. 2 ( 1 ), (3). 

(n) 17 & 18 Viet, c, 91. 

{o) Secretwy for Scotland Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 62, in part repealed by 
the Stat. Law Rev. Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 49)), s. 2 (3). 

Ip) 48 & 49 Viet. c. 70. 

( 7 ) Secretaiy for Scotland Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet c. Gl), s. G. 

(r) By the Union with Scotland Act, 1706 (6 Ann. c. 11 ; 5 Ann. c. 8 , Ruff.), 

art 24. 

l^retary for Scotland Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 61), s. 8 . 

{t) The Lord Lieutenant is the direct representative of the Crown. Ilis official 
acts are considered acts of State, for which he cannot bo held personally liable 


Sect. 8. 
The Depart- 
ments of 
State. 

Authentica- 
tion of orders. 


Powers and 
duties. 


The Lord 
Lieutenant 
of Ireland. 



100 


Constitutional Law. 


Bbot. 8. 

The Depart- 
ments of 
State. 

The Chief 
Secretary. 


The Treasury. 


Treasury Com- 
missioners. 


between the Lord Lieutenant and the Grown being the Homo 
Office (u). In practice the administration is in the hands of the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant (v), presiding over the 
Irish Office, and representing the Government, as the minister 
charged with the care of Irish affairs in the House of Commons.' 
Either the Lord Lieutenant or the Chief Secretary is included in 
the Cabinet. 

Sub-Sect. 11. — The Treasury Board and the Exchequer. 

179. The expression “ the Treasury ” means the Lord High 
Treasurer for the time being, or the Commissioners for the time 
being, of His Majesty’s Treasury (jd). The offices of Lord High 
Treasurer of Great Britain and of Lord High Treasurer of Ireland 
ai*e united in one office (a*), the holder of which has the same 
powers over the revenue in Scotland (y) and in Ireland (o) as in 
England. 

180. The office of Lord High Treasurer is executed by commis- 
sioners, the power to appoint commissioners by patent under the' 
Great Seal being expressly recognised by statute (6). The Commis- 
sioners are capable of sitting and voting in the House of Commons (c). 

in the Irish coarts; so that his position differs from that of the ordinary 
colonial governor, who can be sued, either in his own colony or in this country, 
for any acts found to be unlawful {Tandy v. Westmorland {Earl) (1792), 27 State 
Tr. 1246, 1260; Luhy v. Wodehouee {Lord) (1865), 17 I. 0. L. B. 618; Sullivan 
V. Spencer {Earl) (1872), 6 L B. 0. L. 173 ; compare Musyrave v. Pulido (1879), 
8 App. Cas. 102, P. C.). it should be noted that in Hill v. Ligge (1841), 3 
Moo. P. C. C. 465, at p. 480, Lord BnouaiTAM cast some doubt upon the correct- 
ness of some of the <f tefa in Tandy v. Westmorland, supra; and that no case 
relating to the Lord Lieutenant has been considered by the House of Lords. 
For the oaths to bo taken by the Lord Lieutenant, see the Promissory Oaths 
Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 5. 

(u) Parhamentary Debates, 3rd Series, Vol. CCLXII., 22. 

(») The Home S^retary is not responsible for details of administration, his 
responsibility being _ rather formal than actual {ibid.'). There is no statutory 
authority^ for the existence of the Irish Office, except m so far as the expenses 
incurred in connection with it are provided for by Parliament. Statutory recog- 
nition of the office of Chief Secretary is to be foiind in various Acts of Parliament 
by which powers are conferred upon him, such as the Public Offices (Ireland) 
Act, 1817 (57 Oeo. 3, c. 6^, s. 11, conferring upon the Chief Secretary for the 
time being the office of Beeper of the Pnvy Seal in Ireland, and the I/)cal 
Government Board (Ireland) Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 69), by s. 3 of which 
he is appointed President of the Local Government Board for Ireland. 

(w) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 12 (^. See also the Con- 
solidated Fund Act, 1816 (56 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 3, and the Exchequer and Audit 
Departments Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 39), s. 2. 

Cx) Consolidated Fund Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 2. 

(y) Exchequer Court (Scotland) Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 63, c. 26, Buff.), s. 2. 
See, too, the Crown I.iands (Scotland) Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 68), s. 4, 
whereby the rights of the Crown in Scotland os uUimus hceres aro vested in the 
Treasury. 

(o) Consolidated Fund Act, 1816 (56 Geo. 3, c. 98), ss. 1, 2, 18. 

lb) Ibid., ss. 2, 14. 

(c) SucMMion to the Cro-wn Act, 1707 (6 Ann. c. 41, c. 7, Buff.), ss. 25, 20; 
Consolidated Fund Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 3, c. 98), s. 16; and see the Bepresenta- 
tion of the People Act, 1867 (M & 31 Viet. c. 102), s. 52, and Schod. H ; 
Eenrosentotion of the People (^tland) Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 48), s. 51, 
and Bch^ H ; Eepresentation of the People (Ireland) Act, 1868 (31 & 82 
Vict. c. 49), 8. 11, and Sched. E. \ » v 
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Instruments issued under the hands of any iwo commissioners are Sect. 8. 
binding (d). ^ The Depart- 

The Commissioners constituting the Treasury Board are the First ments of 

Lord of the Treasury, the Chancellor of the Exchequer (both of 
whom are members of the Cabinet), and a varying number of 
junior lords, appointed by the Crown upon the nomination of the 
First Lord. The Board does not meet in practice. The duties of 
the members, other than the Chancellor of the Exchequer, are 
political, and not financial. 

181. Under the modern practice the office of First Lord is usually First Lord of 
held by the Prime Minister or the leader of the House of Commons (e). the Trcasmy, 
His duties are almost entirely political ; he takes no part in matters 

of financial administration except in cases where, as Prime Minister, 
he is called upon to determine questions of policy, or where he is 
called upon to determine matters upon which the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer is unable to agree with the heads of other depart- 
ments. A considerable amount of patronage (/) is attached to 
the office. He is assisted by a Parliamentary Secretary ( 51 ), under 
tlie title of Patronage Secretary to the Treasury, whose principal 
duty is to act (with the assistance of Junior Lords of the 
Treasury) as chief Government whip (/<), and by a Financial 
Secretary arid a Permanent Secretary. 

182. The Chancellor of the Exchequer is not only a Commis- chancellor 
sioner of the Treasury ; ho is appointed by separate patents, and by of the 
the delivery of the Exchequer seals. Chancellor of the Exchequer *5*chcquer. 
and Under-Treasurer (i), as well as Chancellor of the Exchequer 

for Ireland (/f). He is assisted by the Parliamentary and the 
Permanent Secretary to the Treasury. 

As a political officer the Chancellor of the Exchequer represents 
the Treasury in the House of Commons, and is responsible for the 
financial policy of the Government. He formulates the demands 
to be made upon Parliament for the annual sums required to carry 
on the government of the country, adjusts the relationship 
between revenue and expenditure, and represents his department 
in Parliament. 

183. The Chancellor of the Exchequer is a trustee of the Exofmit 
British Museum (f), a Commissioner for tho Reduction of the 


i d) Treasury Instruments (Signature) Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Yict. c. 89). 

«) See p. 3C, ante. 

f) Select Coinmittoo on Official Salaries, 1850, Evidence, p. 1201. 

.9) House of Commons (Disqualifications) Act, 1801 (41 Oco. 3, c. 52), s. 4. 

A) Tho number of itinior lords was reduced from four to threo in 1843 
(Select Committee on Onicial Salaries, 1850, Evidence, p. 48), but a fourth junior 
lord (unpaid) is generally' appointod. The principle of selection is that there 
should bo one English, one Scotch, and ono Irish Junior Ix>rd of tho Treasury 
{ibid., p. 62). A " whip ” in parliamentary usage is intrusted with the duty of 
securing an adequate attendance of members of tho Party at tho sitting of the 
Uouro etc. He also advises tho party loaders as to elections, tho mnd of 
public opinion etc. 

li) Cox, Institutions of English Qovemment, 696. 

Ik) Chancellor of the Exohequei (Ireland) Act, 182S (I jloo. 4, 0. 7). 

(0 26 Geo. 2, 0. 22, 1763, s. 4. 
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Constitutional Law. 


Sect. 8. 

The Depart- 
ments of 
State. 


Constitulion. 


President, 


Authentica- 
tion of 
documents. 


Functions of 
Doard. 


National Debt (»0> an Ecclesiastical Commissioner (n), the Master 
of the Mint (o), and a member of the Local Government Board (p), 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (q), and the Board of Educa- 
tion (r). The judicial functions of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
were finally abolished in 1878, but he still presides in court over 
the annual appointmem. of sheriffs (s). 

Sub-Sect. 12. — The Board of Trade. 

184. The Board of Trade means the lords of the committee 
for the time being of the Privy Council appointed for the considera- 
tion of matters relating to trade and foreign plantations (t). The 
Board of Commissioners, who are appointed % Order in Council, 
never meets in fact, the responsible heads of the department being 
the President and the Parliamentary Secretary of the Board (o). 

185. The President is appointed by warrant under the sign 
manual (h), and may be a member of the House of Commons (c). 
He must take the oath of allegiance and official oath on his 
appointment (rf). He is assisted by a Parliamentary Secretary (c), 
and by four assistant secretaries. 

186. A deed, contract, or other instrument to be executed by or 
on behalf of the Board of Trade is valid, if executed under the seal 
of the Board and signed by the President or Parliamentary 
Secretary (/), or if there be neither President nor Parliamentary 
Secretary, by a principal Secretary of State (y). 

187. The Board exercises administrative functions in matters 
relating to trade and commerce, under powers conferred by a 


(m) National Debt Ecduction Act, 1786 (26 Geo. 3, c. 31), 8. 14. See also 
title Eevenue. 

(n) Ecclesiastical Commissioners Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 77), s. 1. See 
title Ecclesiastical Law. 

(o) Coin^ Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 10), s. 14. See Vol. VI., p. 464. 

Ip) Local Government Boai-d Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 70), s. 3. 

<]) Boai'd of Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 30), s. 1 (1). 

V) Board of Education Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 1 (2), 

«) Ju^caturo Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), ss. 96, 97. See title SnEKiFFS 
AND Bailiffs. 

(!) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 6^, s. 12 (8). See also, for the 
title of the Board, the Ilarbours and Passing Tolls Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, 
c. 47), B. 65. 

(a) The Board is the successor to the old Board of Trade and Plantations, 
which was abolished bv Civil List and Secret Service Money Act, 1782 (22 
Geo. 3, c. 82), & 1 . iTho powers of the old Board were transferred to such 
committee or committees of the Privy Council os liis Majesty should appoint to 
act during pleasure {ibid., s. 15). 

(51 Board of Trade (President) Act, 1826 (7 Geo. 4, c. 32). 

(c) 1 bid. The section provides for a salary bein'? paid to the President ; his 
office is not, by reason of such salary being paid, to be deemed a now office within 
the meaning of the Succession to the Crown Act, 1707 (6 Ann. o. 41, c. 7, Buff.), 
s. 25. 

J) Promissory Oafhs Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 6. 
e) By tho Board of Trade (Parliamentary Socrofary) Act, 1867 (.30 & 31 Viet. 
72), a ParUamontary Secretary was substituted for tho Vico-l’residcnt of the 
Board of Trade. 

(/) Ilarbom-s and Passing Tolls Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 47), s. 

(</) Ibid. The Board has power (tftid., s. 68) to purchase lands n 
the public service. 
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variety of statutes (h ) . The business is divided among the statistical 
and commercial, railway, harbour, marine, finance, and bankruptcy 
departments. 

The Board has in general no power to sue or be sued. Powers 
to take pi'oceedings for various purposes are conferred by a number 
of statutes (i). 

The Board has general powers of holding inquiries (k), where, 
under the provisions of any special Act (/), it^ is required or 
authorised to sanction, approve, confirm, or determine any appoint- 
ment, matter, or thing or to make any order or do any other act or 
thing for the purpose of such special Act (k). An inquiry held for 
such purposes, or in pursuance of any general (m) or special Act, 
may be held by any person or persons authorised by the Board (u) 
by order in writing under the hand of the President or of one of th® 
assistant secretaries of the Board (o). 


Sect. 8. 
The Depart- 
ments of 
Stale. 


Board of 

Tratle 

Inquiries. 


Sub-Sect. 13. — The Local Oovernment Board. 

188. The Local Government Board consists of a President and Oonstitatiem. 
of certain cz officio members, namely, the Lord President of the 
Council, all His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State for the 

time being, the Lord Privy Seal, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ( p). 

The President holds office daring pleasure ({j'), and is capable 
of sitting and voting in the House of Commons (r). The Board 
never meets in practice, so that the President is subject only to the 
control of Parliament. He is assisted by a Parliamentary Secre- 
tary (s), and by such other secretaries, assistant secretaries, 
inspectors, auditors, clerks, messengers, and other officers as the 
Board, with the sanction of the Treasury, determine (/). 

189. The Board has an official seal, and any act done or instru- Aatbcntfc*- 
ment to be executed by or on behalf of the Board may be done or 

documccis. 

{h) Soo titles BANKBurrev axd Iksolvency, Vol. II., p. 1 ; Kati.wayb ; 

Snirriso and Navigation ; Tramways and Light Railways ; AVeiouts 
AND Measures. As to its management of the foreshore, soo p. 142, j>oat. 

(i) See titles Bankbuitcy ; SnirriNG and Navigation. 

(k) Board of Trade Aihitrations etc. Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict. o. 40), s. 2. As 
to the costs of such inquiries, vide ibid., s. 3. 

(/) Defined by the Board of Trade Arbitrations etc. Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, 
c. 40), s. 4, as a local and personal Act or an Act of a lowil and personal character, 
including a provisional order of the Board confirmed by Act of Paiiiamout, and 
a certificate granted by the Board under the Hallways Construction Facilities 
Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 121). 

(m) For inquiries into shipping casualties, see the Merchant Shipping Act, 

1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. CO), s. 405, and into railway accidents, the Iteiiulation of 
Railways Act, 1871 (34 & 35 A’’ict. c. 78). 

i w) Board of Trade Arbitrations etc. Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 40), s. 2. 
o) Ibid; s. 4. 

p) Local Oovernment Boanl Act, 1871 (31 & 35 Viet. c. 70), s. 3. 

</) Ibid. The Act contains no provisions compelling the President of the 
liocul Government Board to take tho oath of allegianco and official oath, 
though such an obligation was imposed on the President of tho Poor Law Board 
by the Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 5. 

(r) Local Government Board Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 70), s. 4. 

(») Ibid. * 

(t) Ibid; s. 3. 
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Sbot. 8. 
The Depart 
ments of 
State. 


Functions of 
liOcal Govern- 
ment Board. 


Board of 
Agriculture 
and Fisheries. 


Board of 
Education. 


executed in the name of the Board by the President or by any 
member of the Board, or by a secretary or assistant secretary, if 
such secretary or assistant secretary is thereunto authorised by 
any general order of the Board. A rule, order, or regulation made 
by the Board is valid if made under its seal and signed by the 
President or one of the ex officio members and countersigned by a 
secretary or assistant secretary (a). 

The Board exercises general supervision over local authorities, its 
work falling into three main divisions, namely, poor law, public 
health, and local finance (b). 

Sitb-Sect. 14. — The Board of Jgriculture and Fisheries. 

190. The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (c) consists of the 
Lord President of the Council, the principal Secretaries of State, the 
First Commissioner of the Treasury, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and the Secretary for 
Scotland, as well as of such other persons as tho Crown may 
appoint during pleasure {d). The President, who is appointed by the 
Crown, must be a member of tho Privy Council, and holds his 
oflQce during pleasure (c). He is capable of sitting and voting in 
the House of Commons (/) ; and ho takes the oath of allegiance and 
official oath (^f). 


Sub-Sect. 15. — T?ie Board of Education. 

191. The Board of Education {h) consists of a President, the 
Lord President of tho Council (unless ho be appointed President of 
the Board), the principal Secretaries of State, the First Commis- 
sioner of tho Treasury, and tho Chancellor of the Exchequer (i). 
Tho President is appointed by the Crown, and holds office during 


(a) Local Oovernment Board Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 70), 8. 5. 

(If) Tho Board is invostod with the powera of tho Poor Law Board, of the 
Secretaries of State, and of tho Privy Council contained in tho statutes set out 
in tho schedule to the liocal Oovernment Board Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 70), 
83. 2, G, 7. For tho functions of tho Board, see titles Local Government; 
Poor Law ; Public Health etc. For suits by the I^cal Government Board 
under tho Housing of the Working Classes Act, see titles Compulsory Pur- 
chase OF Land and Compensation, Vol. VI., 1 ; Public Health etc. 

(c) For tho powers and duties of tho Board, see titles Agriculture, Vol. L, 
207 ; Fisheries ; and the other titles indicated in Vol. I., 207, 208. 

(d) Board of Agriculture Act, 1880(52 & 53 Viet. c. 30), s. 1 (1); Board of 
A^culture and Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 31). Tho Board in fact never 
moots, the duties and powers being discharged and exercised by tho President 
with the assistance of his staff* 

! e) Ihid., 8. 1 (2). 

/) Jhid., B. 8 (1). 
fj) Jhid.y B. 8 (2). 

h) For tho powers and duties of tho Board, see title Education. 

0 Board of Education Act, 1800 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 1 (2). Tho Board 
in fact never meets, the duties and powers being disenargod entirely by tho 
President with tho assistance of his staff. By s. i (3) it is provided that the 
Vice-President of the Committee of tho Privy Council on Education should bo 
a member of tho Board, but that tho office should be abolished on tho next 
vacancy. 
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pleasure (k ) ; he is capable of sitting and voting in the House of Sect. 8. 
Commons (Z). ^ The Depa^ 

The Board is assisted by a consultative committee established 
by Order in Council (wi), consisting, as to not less than two-thirds Bme. 
of its members, of persons qualified to represent the views of 
universities and other bodies interested in education for the purpose 
of advising the Board on any matters referred to it (n). 

The staff is appointed by the Board with the sanction of the 
Treasury (o). 

The Board may sue and be sued as and in the name of the Board 
of Education (j)). The Board has an official seal, of which official 
and judicial notice is taken (<;). 

Sub-Sect. 16 . — The Post Office. 

192. The Postmaster-General (r) is appointed by letters patent Postmaster* 
under the Great Seal (s), and is the responsible head of the Post General. 
Office, both as regards administration and in Parliament (0* He is 
a body corporate, with a seal, for the purpose of holding lands and of 
transmitting them to his successors in office, intrust for the Crown (a). 

The Postmaster-General has power, with the consent of the 
Treasury, to purchase (i) and to sell and exchange land (c). A 

(A) Hoard of Education Act, 1899 (G2 & 63 Viet. c. 33), s. 1 (4). 

h) Ibid., 8.8 {1). 

(m) Ibid., BS. 4, 5; boo Orders in Council of 7th August, 1900, and 2Clh 
March, 1907. 

(«) Ibid., S3. 4, 5; see Order in Council of 2nd March, 1900, providin" for 
tho formation and keeping of a register of teachers and establishing a teachers* 
registration council. 

(e) Ibid., B. 6. _ By 8. 8 (2) it is provided that, after tho abolition of tho 
oHico of Vice-President of the Committee of tho Privy Council on Education, 
one of tho secretaries of the Board shall be capable of sitting and voting in the 
House of Commons. 

(p) Hill., 6. 1 {1). 

(q) Ibid., B. 7 (2). For tho provisions as to authentication of the seal and for 
tho reception in evidence of documents duly authenticated, see s. 7 (2), (3), (4). 

(r) The stylo is recognised by tho Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet, 
c. 63), B. 12 (11). The Postmastor-Ooneral takes the oath of allegiance and 
ofBcial oath (Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 5), and 
subsciihos the declaration contained in tho Schedule to tho Post Office (Manage- 
ment) Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 33), s. 10. 

(«) Post Office (Management) Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 33), s, 2: 

Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48). s. 33 (1). 

(<) For the right to sit and vote in the House of Commons, see the Post Office 
(Postmaster-General) Act, 1866 (^ & 30 Viet. c. 65) ; see also the Eepresentation 
of the People Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet c. 102), s. 52, and Sched, H ; Wresenta- 
tion of the People (Scotland) Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. 48), s. 51, and Sched. 

II; Eepresentation of the People (Ireland) Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 49), 
s. 11, and Sched. E. For his functions genoraUy, and suits by and against him, 
see titles Post Oeeice ; Teleorafus and Telefiiomes. 

(a) Post Office (Duties) Act, 1840 (3 & 4 Viet. c. 96), s. 67 ; Post Office Act, 

1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 33 (2). When the Act of 1908 comes into operation 
on May 1st, 1909, a great number of tho earlier Acts will be repealeffi The 
Postmaster-General is not incorporated for all purposes connected wmi his nffimnl 
work UBainbridge v. Poetmaster-Oeneral, [19061 1 K. B. 178, at p. 192, 0. A.). 

(5) Post Office (Lan^ Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 20), a 3 (incorporating the 
Lauds Clauses Act^ ; Post Office (Sites) Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 451 : Post 
Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), ss. 45, 46. 

(c) Post Office Lands Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 43) ; Post Office Act. 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 47. 
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„ a with him in respect of land, or rights in or over 

smt.8. ^ ® -Jq.. lessor purchaser, lessee or otherwise, is not 

The Depart- land, cither . guch consent has been given 

“^r b«n aulhorised by a„/poBt 

Office Act ((1). 

Contract.. 193. Upon the appointment of a person as rostmaster-General 
the benefit of all contracts, bonds, securities, and things in action, 
which shall have been vested in his predecessor in office, are 
transferred to and vested in the Postmaster-General in the same 
manner ns if his name had been inserted in all such contracts, 
bonds and securities (e). 


Privileges. 194. The Postmaster-General (and any officer of the Post Office) 
is exempt from serving as a mayor or sheriff, or in any ecclesiastical 
or corporate or parochial or other public office or employment, or 
on a jury or inquest, or in the militia (/). 


Sub-Sbct. 17. — 27<« Ojffictrt of (he IToittehuld, 

The Royal 195. The Various offices connected with the royal household, 
UuuscLoU. which were originally of an hereditary nature, and descendible in 
certain families, have long ceased to be such (p) ; and, except with 
regard to the forms and ceremonies observed at the coronation of 
the Sovereign, when the privileges of some of the ancient hereditary 
officers are still exercisable subject to allowance by the Court of 
Claims (/<), the duties and functions connected therewith are now 
performed by persons appointed for that purpose by the Sovereign, 
and selected for the most part, as to the principal offices, from 
amongst the members of the party in power, either in the Lords or 
Commons (i). Moreover, it is generally recognised as the constitu- 
tional practice (k) that the principal officers of the household should 
be included in the political arrangements made on a change of 
administration, and retire from office with the party to wliich they 
owe their appointment (0, the offices (when filled) to which this rule 


(il) Post Office Act, 1891 (M & 5o Viet. c. 4G), s. G ; Post Office Act, 1903 
(8 lidw. 7, c. 48), 8. 47 (3). 

(e) Post Office Lands Act, 18G3 (2G & 27 Viet. c. 43), 8. G ; Post Office Act, 
1908 (8 Edw. 7. c. 48), s. 33. 

(/) Post Office (Management) Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet. c. 33), s. 12; 
Post Office Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), e. 43. Those exouij^tioiis api)ly to 
Scotland (Post Office Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 4G), s. 9). 

(ff) The officers of the housenold originally formed the first circle round the 
Crown, and in them is to be found the first elements of a ministry of State (see 
Stubbs, Constitutional History, YoL I., 343). The principal officers in the Norman 
households appear to have been the treasurer, chamberlain, steward, butler, con- 
stable, and marshal, and those eventually became hereditary (e.y. the constable, 
steward, chamberlain and butler, Ilenry II. ; see ibid., 344, 345, 353, 354), 
whilst as to certain of them duplicate offices were created for State or ministerial 
purposes (e.y. the treasurer, ibtd., 355). Certain of the latter now only appear 
at the coronation ceremonies : see Vol. VL, pp. 327 ei ten. 

(h) See Vol. yi., pp. 328 et seq. 

(0 The principal officers are for the most part poors or members of the House 
of Commons (Todd. Parliamentary Oovemment in England, Vol. II., 723). 

(k) This usage appears to have become recognised from the reign of 
George III. (see Todd, tupra, Vol. I., 188, 189). 

(f) See Vol. VI., pp. 327 et eeq., as to offices connected with the coronation. 
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applies being, it is said, as follows (jn): the Lord Steward ; tho Lord Sect. 8. 
Chamberlain ; the Vice-Chamberlain ; the Master of the Horse ; tho The Depart- 
Treasurer of the Household ; the Comiitroller of tho Household ; tho meats of 
Captain of the Corps of Gentlemen-at-Arms ; tho Captain of the State . 
Corps of Yeomen of the Guard ; tho Master of the Buckhounds ; the 
Chief Equerry or Groom-in-Waiting ; tho Clerk Marshal ; and tho 
Lords-in- Waiting. 

196. In the case of a queen regnant, the practice generally Mistress of 
accepted as constitutional appears to bo that, in addition to tho 

above officers, the Mistress of tho Kobes and tho Ladies of tho Ced- 
chambor should be included in the political arrangements made on 
a change of administration, ^vhero such offices are hold by ladies 
connected with outgoing ministers, but not where they are held 
by ladies without any pronounced political connection (/f). This 
rule, how’cvcr, does not appear to have been always strictly 
enforced (o). 

197. Tho duties of the various officers are mainly connected 
with the interior arrangements immediately connected with the 
royal household, or tho forms and ceremonies observed at court 
functions (p). The Lord Chamberlain, however, exercises important Lonl 
powers with regard to the licensing of theatres in and about Chamberlain 
London and places where tho Sovereign occasionally resides (q), 


(m) Todd, Parliamentary Oovornmont in England, Vol. IT., 1G3, 1G4. 

(n) Difficulties arose as to tho change of household officers by tho Prince 
Regent on the attempted formation of a ministry by Lord Moira in 1812, though 
tho constitutional principle appears to have been recognised both by tho Prince 
Regent and in Parliament, whore it was stated that a change in the particular 
circumstances was not deemed advisable (see Parliamentary Debates, 2nd 
ser., Vol. XXIIL, 453). Tho bed-chamber question in 1839 led to Sir R. Poors 
abandonment of tho task of forming a ministry, tho Queen having declined to 
comply with his request for a change of the ladies of the household (see 
Pari iaipent ary Debates, 3rdscr., Vol. XliVlI., 983, 985, 987). A minute drawn 
up by tho Melbourne ministry expressed the view that “ it is reasonable for tho 
efficiency and stability of the administration, and for giving thoso marks of tho 
constitutional support of the Crown which are required to cnahlo it to act use- 
fully to the public service, that the groat officers of tho court and situations in 
tho royal household held by members of Parliament should bo included in tho 
political arrangements made on a change of administration, but that a similar 
principle should not be applied to tho offices hold by ladies of Her Majesty’s 
household*^ (Parliamentary Debates, 3rd ser., Vol. XIjVII., 1001). Two years 
later, when Sir R. Peel was again called to office, the principle affiimed by 
him appears to have been accepted as constitutional by tae Queen. 

^o) See Anson, Law and Custom of the Constitution, 3rd od., Vol. II., 125, 
citing Gladstone, Gleanings of Past Years, Vol. I., 40. 

(«) As to the household offices generally, see Dodd’s Manual of Dignities: 
Murray’s Handbook. 

(q) Theatres Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Viet. c. 68), ss. 2, 3. His jurisdiction for 
licensing theatres is exclusive as to all theabos (not being theatres authorised 
by letters patent) within the parliamentary boundaries of the cities of London 
and Westminster, and of the boroughs of JTinsbuiy and Marylebone, the Tower 
Hamlets, Lambeth, Southwark, New Windsor (feerks), and Brighthelmstone 
(Sussex). In other places where the Sovereign occasionally resides licences mav 
be granted by the justices subject to certain restrictions during the residence 
thoio of tho Sovereign (ibid,, s. 3 ; and see generally title Thbatues). 
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S«JT. 8. and as to the allowance or disallowance of every new stage play, 
The Depart- prologue, or epilogue, and of every new act, scene, or part, to 
mentsof be added to an old stage play, prologue, or epilogue, intended 
State. to be produced and acted for hire at any theatre in Groat 

Britain (r). 


Part VII. — The Hereditary and Private 
Revenues of the Crown. 


Sect. 1. — In General. 


Sub-Sect. 1. — Sources of the Ileredilary Revenue, 

Hereditary 198. The hereditary revenues of the Crown are derived princi- 
rerenuca of pally from such lands as are or may become vested in the Sovereign 
the Crown, politic in right of the Crown; and they have, in general, 

been rendered inalienable except in accordance with statutory 
provisions (a). 

In addition to these there are the revenues derived from the various 
prerogative rights and privileges relating to property enjoyed 
by the Crown. Such are the right to bona vacantia, including 
waifs, wrecks, estrays, and treasure trove ; the prerogative rights 
relating to royal mines, fisheries, royal fish and swans ; the 
revenues derived from droits of the Admiralty, and from the courts 
of justice, and from fines, recognisances, legal fees, and for- 
feitures (h), and formerly deodands (c), and from prerogatives 
connected with the Church, such as the temporalities of bishoprics 
during vacancy, corodies, first-fruits, and tenths (d). 


Rmnue 199. Certain revenues derived from taxation, which were formerly 
derWwl^fr Settled upon the Crown by statute, have been surrendered to the 

nation in the manner presently to be mentioned (c), and are now 
either paid into the Consolidated Fund to form part of the public 
revenue, or the Acts by which they were conferred have been 
repealed, with a saving of the rights of the Crown. These are the 
revenues derived from the Post Office, which are now paid into the 


(r) Theatres Act, 1843 (G & 7 Viet. c. 08), ss. 12 — 15; and see generally 
title Theatbes. 

(a) Under the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1; stat. 1, c. 7, Enff.) ; 
and SCO p. 147, post. 

{1) As to Admiralty droits, soo title ADMinALTT, Vol. I,, .7G, 77. Fines etc. 
were formerly chargeable with certain judicial salaries, but aro now paid into 
the Consolidated Fund with the rest of the hereditary revenues. 

(c) Deodands were such personal chattels as caused the death of a person by 
misadventure, and were forfeited to the Crown if death occurred within a year 
and aday (see Bac. Abr. tit. Deodand ; Foxlm's Case (1601), 6 Co. Eep. 109 a, at 
110 b). They were abolished as from Ist l^tember, 1846, by statute 9 & 10 
Viet. c. 62. 

As to temporalities of bishoprics, corodies, first-fruits, and tenths, see 
Vol. VI., pp. 392 et seq., and title Ecclesiastical Law. 

(e) See p. 109, poet. 
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Gcnsolidated Fund(/); the hereditary excise on beer, ale, and 
cider, which is no longer chargeable ; certain duties derived from 
wine licences (i/) ; and the 4 per cent., or West India, duties, now 
repealed (h). 

Sub-Sect. 2.— Surrender of the Heredilary Revenue, 

200. Since the accession of George III. (t) it has been customary 
for each succeeding Sovereign to surrender the hereditary revenues 
to the nation for the term of his life(j), in return for a fixed annual 
income, known as the Civil List (4;). As a result of the various 
surrenders, which are cumulative in effect, the produce of all the 
hereditary revenues in England, Scotland, and Ireland (including 
the revenues derived from the Osborne Estate (/), but excepting 


(/) Tho Post Office revenues were settled upon the Crown by statute in 1(585 
(1 Jac. 2, c. 12), a portion being diverted to public uses in 1787 (27 Oeo. 15, 
c. 13, s. 48). These Acte were repealed by the Statute Law Eevision Acts, 1863 
(26 & 27 Viet. c. 125) and 1871 (34 & 35 Vict. c. 116), respectively, tho latter Act, 
by 8. 1, expressly saving the rights of tho Crown. Tuo terms of the saving 
(clause are similar to those set out in note (^), infra. 

{g) The hereditary excise and a duty on wine licences were settled upon the 
Crown in 1660 for ever in lieu of tho revenues arising from the nuhtary 
tenures, and from the rights of pre-emption and purveyance, which were 
abolished by the same Act (12 Car. 2, c. 24, ss. 15 — 27). The hereditary excise 
was suspended by tho Civil List Act, 1837 (1 & 2 Vict. c. 2, s. 7), with a saving 
of the rights of tno Sovereign’s successors. The Civil List Act, 1901 fl Edw. 7, 
c. 4), 8. 9 (3), directs that it shall cease to be chargeable (see note (o), p. 110, 
poaf). Tho nereditary duties on wine licences were abolished in 1757, and a 
sum of £7,002 derived from stamp duties on the now wine licences settled upon 
the Oown instead (statute 30 Geo. 2, c. 19, ss. 7, 13). This sum of £7,002 was 
directed to be paid into tho public revenue by the statute 1 (3eo. 3, c. 1, s. 3. 
The two latter Acts have boon repealed by tho Statute Law Eevision Acts, 1870 
and 1867 (33 & 34 Vict. c. 69, s. 1 ,* 30 & 31 Vict. c. 59, s. 1), but tho repeals are 
not to affect any right to any hereditary revenues of tlie Crown or any charges 
thereupon, or prevent tho repealed enactment from being enforced for Sio 
coUoction of any such revenues or otherwise in relation thereto. 

(A) Some importance still attaches to the histo^ of these revenues owing to 
the legal possinility of resumption of the hereditary revenues by the Crown, 
in which case the nation would presumably be bound to make an equivalent 
compensation to the Crown therefor, 

^ (t) See tho statute 1 Geo. 3, c. 1. After 1688, and before the reign of 
George III., the hereditaiy revenues were settled upon the Crown by statute, 
but the principle of contribution to the national expenditure was preserved by 
tho Acts. See the preambles to the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; 1 Ann., 
stat. 1, c. 7, Buff.), and the statutes 1 Geo. 1, stat. 1, c. 1 ; 1 Geo. 2, 
stat. 2, 0 . 1. 

(y) Now for tho life of His present Majesty and six months after (see p. 271, 
post). 

(/c) So called because the salaries of the Lord Chancellor, judges, and of the 
civil service were originally charged upon it (see the ^^tatute 1 Geo. 3, c. 1, 

6 ). 

(/) Under the will of the late Queen Victoria this estate passed to His present 
Majesty for life, with remainder to the Prince of Wales for life and various 
remainders over. As a memorial to the late Queen and on the occasion of His 
present Majesty's coronation, however, the estate, as described in plans 
deposited with tne Clerk of Parliaments and the Clerk of the House of Commons, 
was directed by statute to bo vested in the Crown in right of the Crown, and to 
cease to be part of tho private estates of the Sovereign. S. 1 of the Civil List 
Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 4), is to apply thereto (Osborne Estate Act, 1902 
(2 Edw. 7, 0 . 37), preamble, s. 1 ; and see p. 190, post). 


Sect. 1. 
In General. 


The Civil List. 



no 


Constitutional Law. 


Sect. 1. those derived from the Duchies of Lancaster and Cornwall and 
In General, the Princijiality of Scotland (m) ), and the produce of the small 
branches of the hereditary revenue (w)> and of the casual revenue 
arising from any droits of Admiralty or of the Crown, together with 
the surplus revenues of Gibraltar or any other possession of the 
Crown out of the United Kingdom, and all casual revenues at home 
and abroad, are to be paid into the Exchequer and form part of the 
Consolidated Fund during the present reign and six months there- 
after (o). In return for this surrender, in addition to the allow- 
ances made to certain members of the Royal Family, Ilis Majesty 
receives a fixed annual income, still known as the Civil List, 
Lliough now cleared of all charges for the Civil Service and other public 
expenses, which are thrown directly on the Consolidated Fund(2;). 


(m) The revenues of the Duchies of Lancaster nnd Cornwall were expressly 
excluded from the original surrender by Ooorj:^e III. (see note (r/), iw/Va), and 
liavo been since retained by the Crown. The revenues of the l)uchy of 
Cornwall bclon" to tho heir apparent when such a person exists, as do also 
those of tho rriucipality of Scotland. As to these, soo pp. 238, 270, post. A 
suiTonder of tho revenues of Lancaster was suggostod in 1830, but was success- 
fully resisted by William IV. Tho question of the nation’s right to the 
revenues of tho Duchies of Lancaster and Cornwall was again raised on the 
introduction of the Civil List Bill in the House of Lords in 1837 (seo Parlia- 
montary Debates, 3rd sor., Vol. XXXIX., per Lord Brougham, pp. 13oG — 1305, 
where he insists on the right of the nation to theso revenues. As to the legal 
title to the Duchies generally (from which it follows, it is submitted, that Lonl 
Brougham’s view could not bo upheld, see pp. 217, 238, post). The revenues of 
tho former county palatine of Durham (as to which see pp. 1 14, 216, post), in so 
fur as they are revested in tho Crown (seo ibid.), have become merged in the 
rest of the hereditaiy revenues, and are therefore included in tho surrender. 

(n) As to these, see pp. 209 et seg.. post. 

(o) Civil List Act, 1901 (I Edw. 7, c. 4), s. 1. This is effected by reference to 
tho surrender made by Queen Victoria under the Civil List Act, 1837 (I & 2 Viet, 
c. 2), which, with the previous Civil List Acts, is cumulative in effect, tho 
sequence of the various surrenders being as follows : Oeorgo IIL suiTenderod 
tho land revenues of the Crown in England, then worth some £89,000 per annum 
(those of the Duchies of Lancaster and Cornwall being expressly excepted), 
the hereditary revenues derived from tho Tost Office (see note (/), p. 109, ante). 
together with tho here^tary excise duties on beer, ale, and cider (see note (</), 
p. 109, ante), the annuity of £7,002 settled upon the Crown by statute (see 

and the small branches of the hcreditaiy revenue, in return for an annuity 
of £800,000 per annum, upon which wore charged the salaries of tho 
judges and civil service, certain pensions, and other public expenses (statute 
1 Goo. 3, c. 1). The hereditary revenues of Ireland were surrendered by au 
Act of tho Irish Parliament later in the same reign (32 Oeo. 3, a 1). A 
similar arrangement was continued by George IV. (see the statutes 1 Oeo. 4, c. 1 ; 
1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 31) and by William IV., who surrendered, in addition, tho here- 
ditary revenues of Scotland (except those of tho Principality) and the 4 per cent., 
or West India, duties, since repealed. This surrender included the whole of the 
hereditary revenues except tnose mentioned above (statute 1 Will. 4, c. 25). 
A similar arrangement was made by Queen Victoria, who received a fixed 
iiK^mo of £385,000 ; the hereditary excise duties on beor, alo, and cider 
being suspended, with a saving of tho rights of successors, the last item of public 
expenditure formerly charg^ on the Civil List, namely, £10,000 per annum 
for secret service money, being thrown upon the Consolidated Fund (Civil List 
Act, 1837 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 2) ). Under tho Civil List Act, 1901 (I Edw. 7, c. 4), 
tho hereditary excise duties cease to be chargeable, and tho annual sums 
payable to His Majesty and other members of the Boyal Family are free of aU 
charges for public goveniment or pensions (see pp. 271 ct sen,, post). 

( p) See note (o), <apra. ^ ^ ^ # 
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The hereditary revenues so surrendered are legally liable to 
resumption by the Sovereign succeeding on the demise of His 
present Majesty, but in such an event they would presumably be 
liable to contribution towards the expenses of public government (<7); 
and the surrender having become customary since 1760 , resump- 
tion by the Crown may be said to be beyond the possibility of 
contemplation in practice (/). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Sources of the Private Revenue. 

201 . The revenues which the Crown enjoys for the upheep of 
the royal household, or for the Sovereign’s private enjoyment, are 
derived from (1) the annual income, known as the Civil List, 
granted by Parliament out of the public funds in the manner 
previously stated (s). This is apportioned to meet the various 
heads of the expenditure required for the maintenance of the 
royal household, the privy purse, and of certain members of the 
Royal Family (a); (2) the revenues of the Duchy of Cornwall (when 
not vested in the Prince of Wales) and the Duchy of Lancaster, and 
of the Principality of Scotland (when not vested in the Prince of 
Wales), which, though of a hereditary nature and descendible with 
the Crown, have escaped the operation of the various Civil List Acts 
and consequent surrender (6); and (8) the revenues derived from 
such estates as the Sovereign enjoys in his body natural as distinct 
from his body politic, of which, not being subject to any hereditary 
rights, ho may dispose freely, although the manner in which 
such estates may be dealt with is regulated to a large extent by 
statute (c). 

Sect. 2. — Surrendered Revenues arising from Crown Lands, 
Sdb-Sect. 1. — General Nature of Crown Iliyhtt. 

(1) Lands enjoyed in Riylit of the Crown. 

202 . Tho lands which the Sovereign enjoys in his body politic 
in right of tho Crown comprise tho remaining demesne lands (d) 
which were acquired at tho original distribution of landed property, 
or which came to the Crown afterwards by forfeiture or other 
means {e) ; tho lands and rights relating to land which are enjoyed 


(7) See the references in note fo), p, 110, ante, and note (r), infra. 

(r) According to Spencer Walpole, ** a surrender of this kind once made is 
virtually irrevocable” (Walpole’s History of England, ed. 18S0, Vol. III., 39j). 
Ereeman states tho principle of surrender as being now governed by “ a custom 
strong as law ” (Freeman, Growth of the English Constitution, ed. 1873, p. 140). 
See also the debate on tho Civil List Act, 1837 (I & 2 Viet, c, 2) (Parliamentary 
Debates, 3rd ser., Vol, XXXIX., pp. 180, 181, 130C—13G5). 

Soepp. 100, 110, ante, 
ht) See pp. 21\ ct seq., post. 

h] See note (m), p. 110, ante, as to the right of the Crown to those revenues. 
M See pp. 273 tt seq.^ post. 

(»/) Before the passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, 
c. 7, Buff.), by which the alienation of Crown Land was restrained, the land 
revenues of the Crown had been greatly impoverished by numerous grouts to 
subjects, especially under William 111. (see 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 28G). 

(c) Demesne lands are so dcliued by Blackstone (see 1 Bl. 6)m,, Uth ed., 2SG). 
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Sect.*, by virtue of the prerogative, such os foreshore, lands formed by 
Surrendered alluvion or left bare by diluvion, and royal mines, as also the lands 
Revenues and rights which are acquired by virtue of the prerogatives of 
arising from escheat and forfeiture (/ ). To these must also be added, it seems. 
Crown gmjjj fgg simple lands enjoyed by the Sovereign in his body natural 
LaMs. remain undisposed of by grant, will, or otherwise under the 
Crown Private Estates Acts (g). 

(2) The CvowrCe Rigid io the Foreshore. 

Foresliore. 203. The Crown is by prerogative ri^lit the primd Jade owner of 
all lands covered by the narrow seas adjoining the coast, or by arms 
of the sea or public navigable rivers (h), and also of the foreshore, 
or land between high and low water mark (i), the right being 
limited landwards to the medium lino of high tide between spring 
and neap tides (k). 

In Scotland the right to the soil extends, it seems, from the 
coast outwards to the three-mile limit (/). 

Public rights. 204. The right of the Crown in the soil is, however, subject to 
the jti8 puhliciun, or public right of navigation and of fishing in the 
sea (m), and rights ancillary thereto (/i), as also to the right of 


(/) As to Crown rights to foreshore, see infra; as to alluvion and diluvion, 
p. lie, post ; 08 to royal minos, ihid. As to escheat, see titles CiiowN Puactice ; 
Keal PnoPEBTY AND CHATTELS Beal. As to forfeiture, see titles Ckiminal 
Law and rnocEDUiiE ; Beal PaorERTY and Chattels Beal. 

ig) Crown Private Estate Act, 1803 (3D & 40 Goo. 3, c. 88), s. 5; Crown 
Private Estates Act, 1802 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 37), s. 7. See also j p. 273 et seq., 
post, 

(A) Halo, Do Jure Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 10; Bac. Abr. tit. 
Prerogative, B, 3; and see Rulstroae v. Hall (1003), 1 Sid. 148. A ‘‘navigable 
creek or arm of the sea ” in the legal sense must be affected by the ebb and 
Ilow of ordinary tides {Ilchester {Eurl) v. Raishfeigh (1S8D), 01 L. T. 477). 

(i) Halo, De Jure Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 14 ; Bac. Abr. tit. Preroga- 
tive, B, 3. The right is primd fade in the Crown, and the burden of proof to 
the contrary is on a claimant v, Richards (1795), 2 Anst. 003). As to 

mines under the foreshore, see p. 118, post, 

(E) A.-O. V. Chambers (1854), 4 Do O. M. & O. 200; Pliilpot v. Bath (1901), 
21 T. L. B, 034, C. A. 

(Z) Lord Advocate v. JVemgss, [1900] A. C. 48, H. L., per Lord Watson, at 
p. 06. The same principle would, probably, bo applicable to other British territory. 
Qactre whether a valid ^ant of such soil can be made {ibid,). 

(m) Hale, Do Jure Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, pp. 10, 17; A.-O, v. 
Parmeter (1811), 10 Price, 378 ; affirmed H. L. (1813), ibid., 412. 

(n) Brinckman v. Mailey, [1904] 2 Ch. 313, C. A.; Fitzhardinge (Lord) y. 
Purcell, [1908] 2 Ch. 139, per Parker, J., at pp. 100, 167. Thcro is no common 
law right of bathing from the foreshore {Blundell v. Catterall (1821), 6 B. & Aid. 
208 ; Brinckman v. Malleg, supra), or of holding meetings on or passing over 
the foreshore when dry, except for purposes connected with navigation or 
fishing {Llandudno Urban Council v. \Vo^, [1899] 2 Ch. 705; Brinckman y. 
Mailey, supra). The public have no general right of shooting over the foreshore 
(Fitzhardinae {Lard) y, Purcell, supra), and tne right to shoot wild duck (or, 
perhaps, otnor birds or animals) on tho foreshore, l^ing in the nature of a profit 
d prendre^ cannot he claimed by custom {ibid,), A custom to fix moorings on 
the foreshore is good [A,-0. v. Wright, [1897] 2 Q. B. 318, 0. A.b or to spread 
nets upon land above high-water mark (Mercer v. Benne, [1905] 2 Uh. 538, (5. A. ; 
see also the White Herring Fisheries Act, 1771 (erroneously printed 1871 in 
the Short Titles Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 14)) (11 Qoo. 3, c. 31), a. 11). But 
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owners of adjoining land to have access to the sea at all times for 
purposes of navigation (o). 

' 205. The right of the Crown to the soil covered by arms of the 
sea and navigable rivers, or to the foreshore, may become vested in 
a subject by grant or prescription (p), but the grantee can only 
take subject to the rights of the public (q), the grant being void 
^Yhere it is detrimental to such rights (r). 

206. In order to protect the Crown’s interests, one month’s 
notice must be given to the Board of Trade, and also, as to land 
in the Duchies of Lancaster or Cornwall, to the proper officers of the 
Duchies, and in all other cases also to the Commissioners of Woods, 
upon an application for registration of title to property which com- 
prises land below high-water mark at ordinary spring tides ; and 
in the case of registration otherwise than with a possessory title 
the registrar may not register the land until he is satisfied that the 
notice has been given (s). 

207. Foreshore in the Duchy of Cornwall belongs primd facie 
to the Prince of Wales, by virtue of the parliamentary grant to the 
Black Prince, and therefore cannot be alienated without statutory 
authority (/). Enjoyment by the owner of an adjoining manor 


the latter right by statute, and, aemWe, by custom, ceases 'when the ground is 
inclosed (Cam phel town Shtphuildinj Co, v. Robertson (189S), 35 Sc. L. B. 722). 
Permitting the public to wander on the sand of the foreshore docs not imply 
dedication to the public (Z?riwcA:man v. Mattey^ [1904] 2 Ch. 313, 0. A.). As 
to rights relating to the foreshore generally, see title Waters and Wateb- 

COURSES. 

(o) Coppinyer v. Sheehan ^ [1906] 1 I. B. 519. 

Hale, Do Jure Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, pp. 10, 17; Bac. Abr. 
tit. rrerogativo, B, 3; Re Walton-aim-Trimley Manor, Ex parte loniline (1873), 
28 L. T. 12; Beaufort {Duke) v. Swansea Corporation (1849), 3 Exch. 413. As 
to the admissibility of acts of ownership as evidence that the foreshore passed 
under the grant of an adjoining manor or land, though not expressly mentioned, 
see Vandeleur v. Ofynnj [1905] 1 1. B. 483, 509, 0. A. ; affirmed elsA.-G. for Ireland 
V. Vandeleur^ [1907] A. 0. 369 (building quay on foreshore and taking tolls) ; see 
also Vol. VJ., p. 484. In Scratton v. Brown (1825), 4 B. & 0. 485, a grant of 
“ sea grounds, shores, and oyster layings ’’ was held to pass the foreshore. Acts 
by a third party, such as placing piles upon the foreshore, may support an ease- 
ment, but are not sufficient to displace the title of the Crowns grantee {Philpot 
V. Bath (^1904), 21 T. L. B. 634, C. A.). The ownership of a scveml fishery over 
the foreshore raises the presumption that the soil of the foreshore belongs to 
the owner of the fishery {A,-0, v. Emerson^ [1891] A. 0. 649). 

(g) As. to grants of foreshore, see A,-G, v. Burridye (1822), 10 Price, 350; 
A,-Q, V. Parmefrr (1811), 10 Price, 378 ; affirmed H. L. (1813), ibid, 412; as to 
grants of the soil in creeks and navigable rivers, Colchester Corporation y, Brooke 
(1845), 7 Q. B. 339; Oann v. ]yhitstable {Free Fishers) (1863), 11 H. L. Cas. 
192. As to erections between high and low water marB in tidal rivers con- 
stituting a nuisance to the public, see A,-G. v. Johnson (1819), 2 Wils. (cn.) 
87 ; and practically the same case, R, v. Orosvenor {Lord) (1819), 2 Stark. 611. 
See also title Waters and Watercourses. 

(r) A,^G,y, Parmeter^ supra, 

(«) Land Transfer Acts, 1875 (33 & 39 Viet a 87), s. 66, and 1897 (60 & 61 
Viet c, 65), 8. 18, Sched. I. See also p. 177, post. As to registration in Ireland, 
see the Local Begistration of Title (Ireland) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet c. 66), s. 79. 

(t) Lopez V. Andrew (1826), 3 Man. & By. (k. B.) 329, note (a) ; see also Penryn 
Corporation v. Holm (1877), 2 Ex. D. 323. As to the title to the Duchy, set 
p. 238, post, ^ 
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SCOT. 1 may, however, raise the presumption that it is vested in him by 
Surrendered parliamentary grant (a). The rights to the foreshore as between 
Revenues the Crown and the Duke of Cornwall are now regulated by 


arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Counly 
]n'ila(iuc of 
Durham. 


Transfer to 
the Crown. 


statute (b). 

208. The prerogative rights relating to the foreshore^ in the 
county palatine of Durham wei*e formerly vested in the Bishop of 
Durham as incident to the franchise of the county palatine. These 
rights have since the 23rd July, 1858, become vested in the Crown 
as part of the hereditary possessions and land revenues of the 
Crown (c), subject to certain leases previously granted by the 
Bishop of Durham, and to certain exceptions (d). 

The rights so transferred included all the right, title, and interest 
of the Crown in right of the county palatine, and also all the estate, 
right, title, and interest whatsoever of or to which the Bishop of 
Durham or the Ecclesiastical Commissioners were seised or entitled 


on the above date (c), either in right of or as part or parcel of 
the county palatine or see of Durham, or of any lordship, manor, 
or seignory, forming part of the possessions of the county palatine 
or see respectively, in and to the soil and freehold of the bods 
and shores of the sea below high-water mark, and also (except as 
mentioned below) in and to any inclosures, embankments, or encroach- 
ments made therefrom or thereupon respectively, within or adjacent 
to the county of Durham (/). 

The transfer also included similar interests in and to any 
stoclis, funds, securities, or moneys standing in the name of the 
Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery (ji), representing the 
purchase-money or value of any part of the beds and shores as 
above mentioned, subject to any dispositions of the interest of the 
see of Durham in such stocks etc. which had been lawfully made 
by the bishops of Durham prior to the 23rd July, 1858 (/<). 


Exceptions 
from the 
transfer. 


209. The transfer did not apply to Holy Island, situate in 
Islandsbire, in the county palatine, and did not transfer to or 
vest in the Crown the right or title of the Bishop of Durham, or 


(d) Lopez V. Andrew (182G), 3 Man. & Ity. (k. n.) 329, note (a). 

(b) Cornwall Submarine Miucs Act, 18^8 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 109). For the 
provisions of tho Act, see pp. 258 ct seq, 

(c) Tho Jura reqalia of tho county palatine were previously vested in the 
Crown as a franchise separate from the Crown by the Durham County Palatine 
Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 19), but the latter Act has been amended by the 
Durham County Palatine Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 45), ss. 2, 5, and the rights 
are now vested in the Crown in right of the Crown. As to the transforonco ol 
palatine rights generally, see p. 21G, post. 

{d) See the text infra. 

(e) As to the Bishop of Durham, also any right, title, or interest vested in 
him at the passing of the Durham County Palatine Act, 1836 (2l8t Juno, 1836). 

(/) Durliain County Palatine Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet c. 45), s. 2. ‘‘ County 

of Durham*’ comprises tho county of Durham and Sadberge, including the 
detached parts of Craikshire, Bediington shire, Norhamshiro, AUor ton shire, and 
Islandshire, and all other places formerly within the jurisdiction of tho Bishop 
of Durham in riglit of tho county palatine {ibid., s. 1 : Durham County Palatine 
Act, 1830 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 19), s. 7). 

(if) Now the Paymaster-General (see title Eevenue). 

(/^) Durham County Palatine Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 45;, s. 9. 
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of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, in or to any land reclaimed 
from the flow of the tide in any navigable river or upon the shore 
of the sea within the county of Durham, from which the said 
Bishop had previously to the 21st June, 1836, actually received 
rent after the same had been reclaimed. All such reclaimed land 
is deemed to be parcel of the possessions formerly belonging to 
the SCO of Durham, and is now vested in the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners (i). 

210. The transfer was made subject to any then existing leases 
affecting the lands transferred (A). On the determination of any 
such lease which includes property belonging to the Crown (1), such 
property is to become subject to the Acts regulating the mannge- 
ment of Crown lands ; and the counterparts of all leases of any here- 
ditaments of which the whole rents were, by the Durham County 
Palatine Act, 1858, directed to be paid to the Commissioners of 
Woods, were directed to be delivered up to the Commissioners of 
Woods immediately after the 23rd J uly, 1858 ; and as to leases 
under which the whole or a portion of the rents and profits were 
directed to be paid to the Commissioners of Woods, counterparts 
were dii'ccted to be made in the office of the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners. The counterparts and copies to be so made and delivered 
to the Commissioners of Woods wore directed to be enrolled in the 
office of Land Pievenue Records and Enrolments, and the eni’olment 
is admissible as evidence of the lease (m). 

211. All rents, profits, and other moneys received by the Com- 
missioners of Woods (n) from, and the proceeds of any sales or 
dispositions made by them or either of them, of any part of the 
bed or shores of any navigable river so far as the tide Hows, or of 
the shores of the sea below high-water mark, or of any inclosures, 
embankments, and encroachments made therefrom or thereupon 
respectively within the county of Durham, after deducting all costs, 
chargee, and expenses in any wise incidental to the sale, manage- 
ment, or recovery of such property, are to be divided into moieties, 
of which one moiety is to be applied by the Commissioners of 
Woods as part of the hereditary revenues of the Crown (o), and 
the other moiety is to be paid by the Commissioners of Woods to 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, but the latter are not, on account 
of such apportionment, to have any right to interfere with the 
management or disposition of the property (a). 


(i) Duiham County Palatine Act, 1838 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 45), s. 2. 

(i) Ibid., 88. 3, 4. Any i-onta thereunder are paid to the Comuiissioners of 
Woods on behalf of the Crown. 

(/) Under the Durham County Palatine Act, 1838 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 43), or 
otherwise. 

. (m) Durham County Palatine Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. o. 45), 8. 3. 

(») Under the Durham County Palatine Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 45), or 
otherwise. 

(o) In the manner directed by the Crown Lands Aet, 1829 (10 Goo. 4. c. 50) : 
see p. 127, jwU. > / * 

(rt) Durham County Palatine Act, 1838 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 45), a. 4. Such 
property is to be managed as part of the hereditary possessions of the Crown as 
if no such provision as to apportionment had been made (»Wd.). The Act also 
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Llluvion. 


Dilurion. 


Jold and 
ilvcr mines. 


(3) Land formed hy Alluvion and Diluvion. 

212. Where land is formed by alluvion, that is, by the casting up 
of earth or sand on the shore of the sea, the additional increment 
belongs to the Crown where tho casting up of the earth or sand 
takes place suddenly (i). But where new land is formed by small 
accretions, and the additions or increments are so gradual as to be 
inappreciable, these belong to the owner of the adjacent land (c), 
whether the accretions are duo to natural or to artificial causes, 
provided in the latter case the user of the land be lawful (d), 

213. The Crown is also entitled to land suddenly left bare by 
diluvion, or the reflux or dereliction of the sea, or of a river as far 
as the sea flows (c), and to islands arising in the narrow seas or 
arras of the sea, and in rivers as far up as the tide flows and 
reflows {/). But where the diluvion or dereliction takes place 
gradually, the land left bare belongs to tho adjacent owner (ff ) ; 
and where the soil of the creek or river belongs to a subject by 
grant or prescription (/<) new islands formed therein or land left 
bare by diluvion belong to the latter (i). Nor is the Crown entitled, 
it seems, where the owner of land left bare, which was formerly 
covered, can recognise any portion which belonged to him (k), nor 
where land is left bare, or new islands arise, in rivers in which 
there is no tide, in both of which cases the land belongs to the 
riparian owner or owners (/). 

(•I) liOt/al Mines, 

214. By prerogative right the Crown is entitled to all mines of 
gold and silver within the realm, whether such mines are situate in 
its own lands or in the lands of a subject (///). 


contains a saving of the rights of all persons, bodies politic and corporate etc, 
(other than in tho cases provided for or intended to bo provided for by the Act), 
enjoyed by them beforo tlie 23rd July. or which they could or might have 
enjoyed if the Act had not boon pass^ {ibid., s, 6). 

(Z^) Hale, Do Jure Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 14 ; 2 Bl. Com., 14th cd., 
262. But see Anon, (1673), 3 Dyer, 326 b. 

(c) Hale, Do Jure Maris, supra; Bl. Com., supra ; Jl, v, Yurhorouf/h {Lord) 
(182vS), 2 Bli. (n. 8 .) 147, H. L. ; Doe d, Secbicristo v. Dust India Co, (iS06), 10 
Moo. r. C. C. 140. 

(d) A.-O, V. Chambers (1859), 4 Do O. & J. 55. Whore tho artificial causes aro 
intended to produce tho accretion, tho Crown would, it seems, bo entitled {ibid.), 

(<) Hale, De Jure Maris, supra; 2 Hoil. Abr. 1G9, pi. 11; and soo A non, 
(1673), supra; 2 Bl. Com., 141h ed„ 262, 

(/) Hale, Do Jure Maris, supra^ 17. 

(7) Bl. Com., supra. As to whether tho Crown can grant lands under tho sea 
which subsequently become derelict, soo A,-Q,y, Turner {MTtij)^ 2 Mod. Ron. 106. 

{h) The soil of creeks and tidal rivers may bo vested in a subject oitlior by 
charter or proscription, and either in gross or as parcel of a manor (see 
ConslahJda Case HGOl), 5 Co. Rep. 105 b, 107 a; Anon, (1573), supra, 

(0 Halo, Do Juie Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, pp. 26, 36. 

(k) BarringlonU {Sir Francis) Case (1610), 8 Co. Ilep. 13G b ; but see A,-0. v. 
Chamhrlalne (1858), 4 K, & J. 29*2. 

(/) 2 Roll. Abr. 170, pi. 15 ; 2 BL Com., 14th chL, 261. As to the rights of 
riparian owners in sudi cases, see titles Real PnorEnTY AND Cuattels Real; 
Waters and Watercourses. 

(m) Cage 0/ Minei (1S68), 1 Plowd. 310, 315, 310, Ex. Ch. ; Bac. Abr. 
tit. rrorogative, B,8 ; 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 294. This prerogative is said to owe 
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This right, however, does not (since the_ year 1G88 (n) ) Sect. 2 . 
extend to mines of copper, tin, iron, or lead, which are not to be Sorrenderc 
adjudged, taken, or reputed to be I’oyal mines although gold or ^venues 
silver may be extracted therefrom ( 0 ) ; and British subjects (p), being 
owners or proprietors of any mine or mines within England, Wales, Lands. 

or the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed wherein any ore is or may ' 

be discovered, opened, found, or wrought, and in which there is Mines of 
copper, tin, iron, or lead, may hold, enjoy, and possess such mines metal, 
and ore, and dig and work the same, notwithstanding that they are 
pretended or claimed to be royal mines, any law, usage, or custom 
to the contrary notwithstanding (^). 

215. These provisions do not, however, extend to mines worked Right of 
primarily for gold, where the ore contains such a slight admixture 

of the baser metals as to be valueless in itself for purposes of „,ion pay- 
working (r) ; and the Crown or any person claiming under it may ment. 
have the ore of any such mine or mines in any part of England, 

Wales, or the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed (other than tin ore in 
the counties of Devon and Cornwall) upon paying the proprietors 
of the mine (within thirty days after the ore is raised and laid upon 
the bank of tlio mine and made clean and merchantable (s), and 
before it is removed), for all such ore made clean and merchantable, 
at tbo rate of £1G per ton for ore containing copper, £2 per ton 
for ore containing tin or iron, and £25 per ton for ore containing 
lead (<)• In default of payment of such respective sums the owners 
or proprietors of the mine may sell and dispose of the ore to their 
own uso(w). 

But these provisions do not alter, determine, or make void the Saving for 
charters granted to the tinners cf Devon and Cornwall by the nariesr“* 
Crown, or any of their liberties, privileges, or franchises, or the laws, 
customs, or constitutions of the stannaries of Devon or Cornwall (a). 

216. The Crown may grant the right to royal mines in the Grant of 
form of a franchise ; but, unless expressly mentioned in the grant, royal minea 
royal mines will not pass (h). 


its origin to tho King’s need of 8up]dics for war and the coinage {Case of Mines ^ 
supra ; 1 Bl. Com., 14tli ed., 20-1). Mines of gold and silver in the county palatine 
of Durham wore revested in the Crown by the Durham County Palatine Acts, 1836 
(G & 7 Will. 4, c. 19) and 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 45) (see p. 114, ante). As to 
mines generally, see title Mines, Minerals and Quarkies. 

(n) Before that year the right of the Crown at common law extended to 
all mines of baser metal whidi contained any gold or silver, irrespective of 
the proportionate value of tho ores {Case of Mines (1668), 1 Plowd. 310, 315, 
336, 339, Ex, Ch. ; Bac. Abr. tit Prerogative, B, 8). 

i o) Statute 1 Will. & Mar. (soss. 1, Ruff.), c. 30, s. 3. 
j>) Including bodies politic or coi’poiuto. 

7) Statute 6 Will. & hlar. c. 6, s. 1. 

r) V. Morgan, [1891] 1 Ch. 432, C. A. A licence from tho Crown if 
required in such cases {(hid.). 

Is) Statute 6 Will. & Mar. c. 6, s. 2 ; A,^0. v. Morgan, supra. 

(t) Statute 6 Will. & Mar. c. 6, s. 2, amended as to load ore by tho Crown Pro* 
emption of Lead Ore Act, 1815 (55 Oco. 3, c. 134), s. 1. 

(u) Ibid.y B. 2. 
fal Ihid.f B. 3. 

(5) Case of Mines, supra. As to when royal mines pass under a general grant 
•eo VoL VL» p. 479. 
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217 As general owner of tlie foreshore (except in Cornwall (c) ), 
the C^OTO enjoys the right to mines thereunder nnless vvhere 
cmnted away or otherwise alienated (d). Tins right extends in 
Scotland to all mines underlying the waters of the ocean, whether 
within the narrow seas or from the coast outward to the three-mile 
Iimit(e), and the same principle would, it seems, be applicable 
elsewhere in Great Britain (/). The right to work such mines, in 
so far as it does not interfere with public rights of navigation or 
other public rights, may be granted by the Crown {g). 


nifflfing for 218. The Crown by prerogative right is entitled to dig for salt- 
auiiiHitre. petre in the lands of a subject (//). But this right, being allowed 
to the Crown originally for the defence of the realm in connection 
with the making of gunpowder, cannot bo granted away, demised, 
or transferred (i). 

The right is also subject to certain rules for the protection of the 
owner of the soil. Thus, the Crown may not dig in a man’s house, 
barn, or outhouse, or so as to weaken the walls, and the soil must 
be left as commodious as it was before. Nor can the Crown 
restrain the owner of the soil from digging for saltpetre himself (A). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Exemption of Crown Froptrly from Tc.xalion. 


Taxation of 

Crown 

property. 


219. The Crown not being bound by any statute whereby 
any prerogative right, title, or interest belonging to it may be 
divested or abridged, unless expressly named (/) or bound by clear 
implication (w), property owned and occupied by the Crown is 
exempt from taxation unless rendered liable cither by express 


(f) Where the foreshore belongs, prim/i fide, to the Duke of Cornwall (see 
p. 113, ante). As to the division of mining rights under tho foreshore between 
the Crown and the Duke of Cornwall, see p. 2oS, j> 08 t, 

[d) As to the Crown’s right to the foreshore generally, see p. 112, ante. The 
management of mines under the foreshore remains with tho Coininissionors of 
Woods (sco Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 21, and p, H3, 
post). As to when coal mines under the foreshore pass under a grant of coal 
mines, see Vol. VI., p. 479, note (e). Under a grant of “ mines” simply, mines 
of gold and silver do not pass (see Vol. VI., p, 479, antr), 
ie) Lord Advocate y, Wemyss^ [1900] A. C. 48, II. L., per rx)rd Watson, at p. 66. 
(/) See the statutory provisions relating to mines under the foreshore in 
Coniwall, p. 258, post, 

(ff) Lord Advocate v. Wemyss^ svpra. The power to grant tho soil itself seems 
doubtful (ihid,), 

(h) Case of Saltpetre (1C06), 12 Co. Hep. 12. 

(0 Ibid, 13. 

{k) I lid, 12—14. 

/) Magdxilen College Caaf (161 6), 11 Co. Bop. 66 b, 68 b, 74 b;-7?. v. Cook (1790), 
3 I'erm Bep. 619, 522 ; Lac. Abr. tit. Prerogative, E, 5 ; Vin. Abr. tit. Statutes, 
E, 10; 2 Hawk. P. C., c. 42, s. 3; lie Bonham^ Ex jKtrte Fosimasiet’Oentrol 
(1879), 10 Ch. D. 595, 601 ; Perry y, Kumes, [1891] 1 Ch. 658, 668, approvoil 
If heaton v. Maple & Co*, [1893] 3 Ch. 48, C. A. As to exemption from a local 
public Act, see Lord Advocate v. Lung (1806), 5 Maeph. (Ot. of Soss.) 84. As to 
the Metropolis Building Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 122), repealed by the London 
Building Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. ccxiii.), see Jay y. Ilammm (1857), 27 L. J. 
(m. c.) 25. See also generally title Statutes. 

(m) llornsey Urban Disirki Council v. IlenneU, [1902] 2 K. B. 73, 80 (the 
Crown IS not bound by the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. IW). 
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words or necessary implication (n). Ikloreover, an express exemption 
of particular classes of Crown property in a statute is not in itself 
suHicient to raise the implication that such property only is exempt, 
and that other property not falling within the exception is bound, 
such clauses being inserted merely ex inajori cauteld (o). 

A general clause in an Act of Parliament saving the rights 
of the Crown will not suffice, it seems, to preserve the rights of the 
Crown, if repugnant to the body of the Act, at any rate when 
rights shared by the Crown in common with the public are con- 
cerned (p). And when rights of property vested in the Crown aro 
in question, a saving clause would not, it is apprehended, bo 
sufficient to preserve them, if repugnant to the body of the Act(q). 
This doctrine has, however, been doubted (r), and the question 
must, it seems, be governed by the particular circumstances and 
the extent of the repugnancy. 


Sect, i 

Sorrende 
Revenu 
arising fi 
CrowE 
Lands 


220 . Where the tax falls upon the occupier, as in the case of Troperfy 
poor rates (s). Crown property falls within the exemption where it is 
occupied by the Crown, or by servants of the Crown for the purposes pu?^es. 
of the Crown (0, and also where it is occupied by bare trustees for 
public purposes, such as are required and created by the Govern- 
ment of the country, and, therefore, are to bo deemed part of the 
use and service of the Ci'own (a) ; and in such cases the legal 
ownership may be vested in such trustees, and not in the Crown {h). 


(w) Ifornsej/ Urhitn Disirtd Cuuncil y, llenvell, [1902] 2 K. B. 73, 80. 

(o) Ibid, 80, 81 ; Smitheit v. Blythe (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 609; Weymouth 
Corporation v. Nuyent (1806), G B. & S. 22. 

( /) ) Yarmouth Corjmation v. Shnmons (1878), 10 Ch. 1). 518, 527, 628, where a 
general saving clause was held not to preserve a public right of way. A saving 
clause in a statute generally is void if repugnant to the body of the Act {Alton 
Woods' Case (IGOO), 1 Co. Bep. 40b; see also v. Great Eastern Rail, Co, 

(1873), L. B. C II. L. 307). Quart whether a general clause saving the rights 
of the Crown refers to rights of property or in tlie nature of property only 
{Yarmouth Corporation v. tiimmons^ stijra, per Fuy, J., at p. 628). 

(7) Alton H hoc/s’ Case (ICOO), 1 Co. Bep. 80b. 

(r) Simpson y. Scales (1801), 2 Bos. & P. 49G, ptr Booke, J., at p. 499. In 
this case a towing path forming part of the soil of a navigable river was in 
question, and Booke, J., expressed the opinion that, supposing the towing path 
could be considered as falling within the words of the Act, ho would still be 
inclined to hold that the right was saved by the exception in favour of the 
icing, who is the protector of all these public rights. See also, generally, title 
Statutes. 

(s) As to rates generally, see title Bates and Bating. 

{t) Mtrsey Docks and Harbour Board Trustees v, Cameron (18G6), 11 II. L. 
Cas. 443, per Lord Cranworth, at p. 608. This principle exempts from 
rates royal palaces, offices of the Secretaries of State, the Post Office etc. 
{ibid.). See also Smith y, Birmingham Guardians (1857), 7 E. & B. 483 (post- 
office) ; Amherst (Lord) v. Somns {Lord) (1788), 2 Term Bop. 372 (stables 
rented by the colonel of a regiment under the authority of the Crown for 
purposes of the regiment); Jl. v. Stewart (1857), 8 E. & B. 3G0 (Admiralty^ 

(а) Mersey Docks and Harbour Board Trustees v. Cameron^ snpra^ per Lord 
Wkstbury, Ij.C., at p. 605. See also Pearson v. Ilolborn Union Assessment 
Committee^ [1893] 1 Q. B. 389; Coomber v. Berks Justices (1883), 9 App. Cas. 
61, 75, 76; Amherst (Lord) v, Somers {Lord), supra. 

(б) Pearson y. Holoom Union Assessment Committee, supra; Coomber v. Berks 
Justices, supra; Amherst {Lord) y, Somers {Lord), surra. &e also Perry y. Eames^ 
[1891] 1 Ch. 658,668. 
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Thus, stables rented by the colonel of a regiment by order of the 
Crown for the use of the regiment, and used exclusively for such 
purpose (c), and premises rented and occupied by the commanding 
officer of a territorial battalion, and used as a storehouse for the 
service of the corps, and including portions used as a mess-room, 
ante-room, canteen etc. {d)^ are not liable to rates, and assize courts 
or police stations vested in justices are not liable to income tax (e) ; 
and many other instances could bo given (/). 


When Jiabie. 221. But lands, tenements, and hereditaments of the Sovereign 
are expressly made liable to all rates and taxes imposed by the 
Commissioners of Sewers, where appointed by the Crown, or by the 
Crown on the recommendation of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, on the application of one tenth part of the proprietors of 
the area affected (g). 

Moreover, the above classes of property will not be exempt 
if the profits of the occupation are to be devoted simply to the 
benefit of the public apart from Government purposes {h). Thus, 
properly vested in trustees to create and improve docks and 
harbours (0, or premises occupied as a reformatory school under a 
statutory certificate (A), and industrial schools (Z), are liable to poor 
rate. 


U) Amherst (Lord) v. Sonier$ {Lcrd) (ITSS), 2 Term Pep. 372. 

(d) Pearson v. llolUrn Union Assessmejit Committee, [1803] 1 Q. B. 389, 
Storehouses acquired by Iho coinnianding officer of a TOluulecr corps for the 
storage of anns etc. supplied at the public expense or by subscription, with 
the approval of the lieutenant of the county, were Jilso expressly exempted from 
all county, parochial, or other local rates and assessments (Volunteer Act, 18(i3 
(20 & 27 Viet c. Go), s. 20, extended to the lloynl Naval Volunteer Reserve by the 
Naval Forces Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c, 0), s. 1 (tp (ii.))* 

(e) Coember v. JJerJes Justices (I8S3), 9 App. Cas. <il. 

(/) Lancashire Justices v. Stretford Ovasetrs (1838), E. B. & E. 22o ((X^cu- 
pation by local police); liodijson v. Carlisle l.ocal Hoard of Health (1837), 8 E. 
ik B. 110 (assize courts and judges* lodgings); IL v. ManchesUr Ocerscers 
(ISj-l), 3 E. & B. 33G (county courts) ; 7?. v. Shcfihvrd (1811) 1 Q. B. 170 (gaols). 

(v) Statutes 23 lien. 8, c. 5; 3 & 4 Edw. 0, c. 8; Land Drainage Act, 1801 
(21 & 2o Viet. c. 133), ss. 4, 5; Board of Agriculture Act, 1889 (o2 & 63 Viet, 
c. 30), 8. 2 (^1) (6), Sched. I., Part II. By the statute 3 & 4 Edw. 0, c. 8, s. 2, 
all scot ana lot and sums of money rated and taxed by the commissioners of 
sewers appointed under the above Acts upon any lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments of the Sovereign or his successors for any manner of thing concerning 
the articles of the commissioners are to be gathered and levied by distress or 
otherwise in like manner and form os may bo done in the case of any other 
person. Acquittances under the band or bands of collectors appointed by the 
commissioners are to be a sufficient discharge to the tenants or occupiers for the 
sums charged, as also a sufficient wairant to the receivers or other officers of 
the Crown for the allowance to such tenant or occupier for the same. See, 
generally, titles Public Health etc. ; Sewers and Draim. 

(h) Mersey DoeJes and Jfarhonr Hoard Trustees v. Cameron (18G5), tl 11. L. 
Cas. 443, ])€r Lord Crakwouth, at p. 607. 

(t) Ibid., overruling Ji, v. Salter's Load Sluice Cnmmissioncn (1792), 4 Term 
Bep. 730, and IL v. Liverpool (fnhalntants)(\S2l), 7 B. & C. 61. See also Clyde 
Navifjation Trustees v. Adamson (1865). 4 Macq. 931, II. L. ; Leith Harbour and 
Docks Commissioners v. Inspector of Poor (1866), L. B. 1 Sc. & Div. 17 ; Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board v. Birkenhead Assessment Committee^ [1901] A. C. 176. 

(k) Tunnidiffe v. Birhdale Overseers (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 280, jjer Day, J., 
at y. 262 ; (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 460, 0. A. 

(/) R. T. Weri Derby Overtcert (1876), L. B. 10 Q. B. 283; but soo per conira 
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Where Crown property is let to an ordinary tenant at a rent (vi), 
or assigned gratuitously to a subject who occupies it for his own 
benefit with the permission of the Crown (n), the occupier is liable 
to poor rate. 

Moreover, the exemption does not apply to such portions of 
the premises ns are not reasonably necessary for the service 
of the Crown, if the occupiers are in occupation thei’eof other- 
wise than merely as servants of the Crown. Any such excess is 
rateable (o), unless it is of a trifling nature, when it will, it seems, 
be disregarded (p). 

222. Where the tax falls upon the owner and not upon tho 
occupier the principle of exemption is tho same (q), and applies 
equally to a legal interest vested in, or a beneficial ownership by, the 
Crown (r). Thus, the commanding officer of a volunteer corps in 
whom property is vested for the military purposes of the corps is 
not liable for an amount apportioned in respect of the premises 
for renewing and paving (s). 

223. Statutory private estates of the Crown are rendered subject 
to taxation by statute (a). But private property of tho Crown not 
expressly so bound is exempt from general statutory provisions, 
such property being affected at common law with the incidents and 
privileges of the prerogative {b). 


Sheppard v. Brad fend Ovrrtecrt (16C-(), 16 C. E. (n. s.) 3C!) ; TuimicUffe 
V. liirkdale Overseers (1887, 19 U. 15. D. 280; (1888), 20 Q. 13. D. 460, 
0. A. 

(to) Mersey Docks and Uarlour Board Trustees v. Cameron (1865), II 11. L. 
Cas. 443, opinion of the majority of tho judges at p. 463. 

(n) Ibid., at p. 464 ; B. v. Ponsonby {Lady) (1842), 3 Q. B. 14 (property 
forming part of an ancient palace, namely, Hampton Court, no longer used as 
a Crown rosideneo) ; R. v. Ilurdis (1789), 3 Term Ecp. 497 (lodging in a battery 
occupied by a gunner removable at pleasure). 

(o) Pearson v. Ilolborn Union Assessment Committee, [1893] 1 Q. B. 389, per 
Collins, J., at p. 396; R. v. Stewart (1867), 8 E. & B, 360; R. v. Fuller 
(1856), 8 E. & B. 365, n.; R. v. Ilurdis, supra; R. y. Terrotl, (1803), 3 East, 
606; R. V. Ponsonby {Lady), supra', Gambier v. Lydford Overseers (1854), 
3 E. & B. 346 ; Martin y. It es< Derby Assessment Commillee (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 
146, C. A. ; Tunnicliffe v. Birkdale Overseers, supra, 

(p) R. y. Sleivart, supra. 

M Coomber v. Berks {Justices) (1883), 9 App. Cas. 61, 75, 76. 

(r) Perry v. Fames, [1891] 1 Ch. 658, 668, 669; Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Board 'Trustees y. Cameron, supra, per Lord Cranwoutu, at p. 508. 

{s) Hornsey Urban District Council y. Hennell, [1902] 2 K. B. 73. As to tho 
maintenance of a foot pavement by tho Crown under a local Act, seo Lord 
Advocate v. Lang (1866), 6 Maeph. (Ot. of Sess.) 84. But seo note {a), p. 120, 
ante, as to rates imposed by the Commissioners of Sewers imdor the statutes 
23 Hen. 8, c. 5 ; 3 & 4 Edw. 6, c. 8. 

(а) Crown Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 37), ss. 8, 9 ; and see 
p. 276, post, 

(б) See p. 273, po«f. In Westorer y. Ptrl-ins (1859), 2 E. & E. 57, a carriage 
and horses belonmng to the Queen used by a member of her household with her 
permission and driven by her coachman, but not upon her service, was held 
exempt from turnpike tolls, and the same principle would apply in an appropriate 
case to other statutory impositions. 


IS 
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Sub-Sect. Z^--General Management of Crown Lands. 

(1) 21ie Department of }Voods^ Forests^ and Land Revenues. 

224. The Commissioners of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, and 
Land Eevenucs, to whom (with some exceptions) the general 
management of the land revenues of the Crown is intrusted, com- 
13rise two permanent Commissioners who are appointed by royal 
Avarrant under the sign manual, and hold office during the pleasure 
of the Crown (c), together with the President of the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, w’ho since the 4th August, 1906, has 
become a Commissioner of AYoods by virtue of his office {d). 

Tlie permanent Commissioners are incapable of being elected 
or of voting as members of the House of Commons (e ) ; but the 
President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries is not subject to 
the same incapacity (/), and is usually a member of the Cabinet (g). 

225. Acts done by one of the Commissioners are, in the 
absence of express provision to the contrary, as valid and 
effectual as if done by all of them (//), and the Treasury may from 
time to time, by order under their hands, assign to each of the 
Commissioners the management or direction of or relating to any 


(c) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet c. 42), e. 1. Undor this section the 
First Commissioner of Woods appointed under the Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 
Will. 4, c. 1), 8s. 1, 2, hecaine the First Commissioner of Works and Public 
Puildings. Siilarics of £1,200 per annum, clear of all foes and deductions, may 
1)0 granted b}* the Crown to the two permanent Commissioners, and these, 
togclhor with the salaries of the various officers, clerks, and messengers of the 
department (wliioh are such as the Treasury may direct), are defrayed out of 
moneys voted annually by Parliament (Crown Lands Acts, 1829 (10 Qoo. 4, 
c. 50), ss. 11, 12; 1851 (14 & 15 Viet c. 42), s. 4). The salaries of the Com- 
missioners are directed to be paid by four equal quarterly instalments. The 
President of the Hoard of Agriculture and Fisheries receives no additional 
salary in his capacity of Commissioner of Woods (Crown Lands Act, 1906 
(0 Eilw. 7, c, 28), s. 1), The Commissioners were originally called Commis- 
sioners of AVoods, Forests, and Land He venues, but by a 2 of the Crown 
T.nnd.^ Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 79), they may be referred to as Commissioners 
of Woods, and, by the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 12(12), 
under that name or as Commissioners of Woods and Forests. 

((/) Crown liands Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 1. Undor the Crown Lands 
Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), ss. 11 — 14, powers of changing the management 
of the Crown lands (which nave not at present been exercised) are confeired 
upon the Crown as follows: — At any time the Crown by Order in Council may 
direct that the woods, forests, and land revenues shall be under the management 
of a Burveyor general, who is to be appointed by sign manual warrant during 
pleasure at such salary not exceeding £ 1 ,500 as the Treasiuy may appoint. From 
and after such appointment, the appointment of the Commissioners of Woods is 
to cease, and all duties, powera, rights, privileges, hereditaments, properties, and 
exemptions of the latter are to pass to the surveyor-general, who is to stand in 
their place as to all statutes, deeds, bonds, contracts, agreements, and other 
instniments in which they are mentioned. After the appointment of the surveyor- 
general, the Treasury may appoint a person, being by education and profession a 
land surveyor, to be an itinerant surveyor of Ci’own lauds and land revenues, 
his duties, under the control and direction of the surveyor-gen erul, and salary 
being regulated by the Treasury, by whom he is to be removable. 

(0 Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 10. 

(/) Crown Lands Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 1. 

(f/) See p. 37, ante, 

(A) Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1), a. 10. 
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separate part or parts of the woods, forests, and land revenues, and 
any of the powers or duties which would otherwise be exercisable 
jointly. Acts in relation to the management or direction, duties, or 
powers so assigned are to be as valid and effectual as if done by 
all Commissioners, and each is to be responsible only for his own 
acts ; and no person claiming under any deed or instrument pur- 
porting to be made by one Commissioner under this authority is 
bound to inquire whether the latter was duly authorised by order as 
above. _ Every deed or instrument purporting to be made by one 
Commissioner under the authority of the Cx’own Lands Act, 1851, 
is, after the same has been duly enrolled, valid and effectual as 
against the Crown for tho purposes for which it was executed (i). 


Sect. 2. 
Surrendere 
Revenues 
arising fro: 
Crown 
Lands. 


226 . Officers in the departments of or under tho control and Officers, 
direction of the Commissioners of Woods, Forests, and Land 
Revenues, on tho 1st August, 1851, were directed to be in the 
department or under the control and direction of, and removable 
by, the Commissioners of Woods, and all officers to be appointed 
after that date are to be appointed by the Treasury, subject to 
removal by the Commissioners of Woods (/.). 

Tho Treasury may also abolish or reduce any office in the 
department under the control and direction of the Commissioners 
of Woods, or any office connected with the management of the land 
revenues of the Crown, or the collection and receipt of the income 
thereof, making such compensation as they may deem reason- 
able, reference being had to the provisions of the Superannuation 
Act, 1834 (f), in so far as it relates to rates of grants and periods of 


' (») Crown Lands Act, 1851 (H & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 5. A vacancy in tho olTice 

of too Commissioners of Woods doos not invuliduto an older so mado as to tho 
other Commissioners, or prevent the Treasury from making an order (Crown 
I.andB Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. o. 43), s. 9). Such order is to be effectual as to 
any duties under the Crown Lands Act, 1885, or any other Act (Ci'own Lands 
Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 79), s, 5). 

(A) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 7. Under this Act tho 
departments of Woods and Forests and of Works and Public Buildings wore 
separated, the First Commissioner of Woods becoming First Commissioner of 
Works and Public Buildings (ibid., ss. 1, 15). The power of appointing officers 
confomd upon the Treasury apparently supersedes the powers of the Com- 
missioners of Woods to ojipoint deputies, clerks, receivers, surveyors, and other 
officers conferred by the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 60), s. 12. By 
B. 13 of tho latter Act the Commissioners of Woods were also empowered to 
appoint stowniAs of any hundreds, honours, manors, or loi-dships, being part of 
the possessions and land revenues of the Crown under tho Act, with power and 
authority to hold and keep hundred couits, courts loet, views of frank-plodge, 
courts baron, customary, and other courts, and to perform all the duties of such 
offices ; also to appoint persons to ezecuto all customary forestal offices, and to 
preserve the doer and other game and fish within the Crown lands to which 
the Act relates ; also to grant licences to hunt, fish, and kill game, seize and 
destroy unlawful dogs, nets, etc., and generally to act os stewards and giimo- 
keepers. Under the Crown Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 62), s. 1, tho 
Tioasury Commissioners are authorised, by order under the h.ands of two of 
them, to appoint to tho office of gavellor of the Forest of Dean and con- 
servator of the river Mersey, and to any other office whatsoever, in pursuance 
of tho powers confoired by tho Crown l.ands Act, 1851 (14_ & 15 Vict. c. 42), 
thus setting at rest all duubts as to tho validity of such appointments. 

(i) 4 & 6 Will. 4, c. 21. 
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Sect. 2. service (m). They may also make any arrangement in relation to 
Surrendered any such oiheo, or the performance of the duties of the same, which 
Bevenues may a 23 pear expedient (n). 

aii^g from Persons appointed under the above powers must take the 
Cro^ oath of ofiSce in the form prescribed (o) (or make a declaration in 

which is to be administered by one or more 
of the Commissioners of Woods, or, if the latter so direct, by any 
justice of the peace or magistrate (q). 


RccciTCis. 227. A person appointed receiver of the issues, revenues, and 
protits of Crown lands (r) for any county, hundred, district, or 
division in England or Wales (except London or Middlesex) must 
comply with the prescribed conditions as to qualification and 
residence (a) ; and upon ceasing to comply with the conditions as to 
residence his appointment is void, without prejudice, however, to 
any person by whom money may have been paid to such receiver Ixmd 
fide without actual knowledge of the appointment having ceased. 
Receivers must also, before exercising their office, enter into such 
bond or obligation, in such penalty and with such sureties, as tho 
Commissioners of Woods require, for the faithful performance of 
their duties (f>). 

(2) General Foicert of the Treasury, 

Treasury 228. Both the Commissioners of Works and the Commissioners 
coatrol. Qf Woods must observe the orders and directions of the Treasury 
concerning their respective duties and offices, and for tho effectual 
division, distribution, and arrangement of their duties and powers, 
in so far as such orders are not inconsistent with the statutory pro- 
visions in force (c). 


Transfer of 229. The Treasury may, by order under their hands, transfer 
powers. Commissioners of Woods to the Commissioners of Works 

any of the i?owers and duties formerly vested in the Commissioners 
of Woods, Forests, Land Revenues, Works, and Buildings(d) under 


(777) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet, c, 42), 6. 8. 

(//) livK 

(o) By tho Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 13. 

(p) Under tho Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), 0, 12 (see 
p. 2G, ante), or under the Statutory Declarations Act, 1835 (5 & G Will. 4, c. G2) 
(sco note (A), p. 27, ante). 

M Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Oco. 4, c. 50), s. 13. 

(r) To which tho Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Ooo. 4, c. 50), applies; see 
p. 151, post. 

(«) Namely, ho must bo by profession a surveyor of lands or land steward, and 
accustomod to act as such, or bo otherwise skilled in tho management and cultiva- 
tion of lands, and competent to superintend tho samo. He must also bo resident 
within the county, hundred, district, or division for which ho is appointed, 
unless tho Commissioners of Woods disj>en8e with such residence {ibid., s. 80). 

(5) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), s. 85. Such bonds are to have 
the effect of a statute staple to the Crown for the payment of all sums payable 
thereunder, and are to bo enrolled in the office of the Auditor of Land Bevenues 

t now superseded by the Comptroller and Auditor- General] and deposited and 
:ept in the Office of Woods (ibid.). 

' :) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 16 Viet. c. 42), ss. 32, 33. 

/) As to the separation of tne departments, see note (/r), p. 123, onfi. 
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any local or personal Act, and transferred to the Commissioners of 
Woods under the Crown Lands Act, 1851 ; but no such order is to 
be made unless authorised by royal warrant under the sign 
manual {e). 

230. _ The Treasury are also empowered to make rules and 
regulations, general or special, with regard to the receipt and pay- 
ment of moneys, the persons to be employed in relation thereto, 
the form and place in which accounts are to bo kept, and generally 
with regard to the manner in which the financial transactions of 
both departments are to be conducted, or as to the collection and 
receipt of tho land revenues and payments thereout to the 
Exchequer. They may also appoint any officers required for tho 
collection and receipt of such revenues, or for keeping accounts or 
rendering the same for audit to the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General if). 

(3) General Powers of the Commissioners of Woods, 

231. With the exception of tho powers and duties exercisable by 
tho Commissioners of Works (g) or tho Board of Trade (/i), tho 
general management of such of tho possessions and land revenues 
of the Crown as have been surrendered to tho nation is vested in 
the Commissioners of Woods (i). Such lands include all honours, 
hundreds, castles, lordships, manors, forests, chases, woods, parks, 
messuages, lands, tithes, fisheries, franchises, services, rents, and 
other land revenues, possessions, tenements, and hereditaments 
whatsoever (advowsons of churches and vicarages only excepted) as 
belong to the Crown and fell within the survey of the former Court 
of Exchequer in England or AVales, Ireland, the Isle of Man and its 
dependencies, and tho Isle of Alderney, whether in possession, 
remainder, or reversion (/.), and also the land revenues, lands, 
teinds, feu, retour, and other duties and casualties of tho Crown in 
Scotland (1), except, as to these latter, the rights and interests of 
tho Crown (in right of the Crown) as tiltimus hares, or in cases of 
bastardy, or by reason of any forfeiture whatsoever, the management 
of which is vested in the Treasury (jh). 

232. The Commissioners of Woods are directed to Icecp an 
account with the Bank of England entitled the ‘‘Woods and Forests 


{() Crown Lnmla Act, 1801 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 34. 

If) Crown Lands Acts, 1848 and 1851 (11 5c 12 Viet. c. 102, 89 . 9, 10 ; 
14 & 16 Viet c. 42, S9. 35, 30). 

I ff) Soo pp. 132 et seq^t post, 
h) Soe pp. 142 et seq.f post, 
i) See pp. 109 et seq., ante, 

k) Crown Lands Acts, 1829 (10 Oco. 4, c. 50), s. 8, and 1851 (14 & 15 Viet 
C. 42), 88. 1, 2. 

(/) Crown Lands (Scotland) Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. G9), s. 2. 

(m) Crown Lands (Scotland) Act, 1835 (5 & G Will. 4, c. 58), s. 1. Tho powers 
and authorities formerly exercised by tho wardens, chief justice, and justices in 
eyre no^ and south of the Trent (whose offices were abolished on the termination 
of existing interests therein by statute 57 Oeo. 3, c. 61) are vested in the Com- 
missioners of Woods by the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Qoo. 4, c. 60), s. 95. 
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Constitutional Law. 


Sect. S. 
Surrendered 
Revenues 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 


Forgery of 
iocutueuts. 


Fund,” and may, if they find it more convenient, keep any other 
distinct accounts with the said Bank (;i). They may also, when 
they find it necessary, keep an account with the Bank of Ireland, 
or with any of the chartered banks in Scotland (o) ; and, so long 
ns they observe the rules and regulations prescribed (p), they are 
not answerable either collectively or individually for any money 
so paid into such banks, or into any branch of the chartered banka 
in Scotland ((7). 

They are directed to pay all money, bills, and drafts received by 
them, their agents, or receivers, either on account of annual 
income, or for fines, lenses, sales, or exchanges, of the possessions 
and land revenues of the Crown in England, Wales, Scotland, 
Ireland, the Isle of Man and its dependencies, and the Isle of 
Alderney, as soon as conveniently may bo into the Banks of 
England or Ireland, or the chartered banks of Scotland (r) ; 
and all moneys, bills, and drafts received on any of the above 
accounts at their public office in London are directed to be 
paid into the Bank of England within one day after receipt 
thereof, or after any such bill or draft is accepted, comideted, 
and perfected (s). 

The Commissioners of Woods are, however, empowered to 
reserve out of such moneys, and place in the hands of any private 
banker, a sum not exceeding £*8,000 for casual and ordinary pay- 
ments, and to make up the same to that sum from time to time 
by drafts upon the Bank of England. This sum may bo drawn 
upon by the Commissioners, or any two of them, as occasion 
requires (t). 

233. It is felony for any person or persons knowingly and 
wilfully to forgo or counterfeit, or to act or assist in forging or 


(?i) Crown Lands Act, 1K29 (10 Geo. 4 , c. 50), b. 117. 

(«') 75/(7. ; and as to Scotland, Crown Lands (Scotland) Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, 
C. GO), 8. 17. 

(p) lly the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), and (semUt) also by 
Bubsequent Acts, or by the Treasury (see as to the powei-s of the latter, p. 125, 
auii), 

(7) See the references in note (0), supra, 

(r) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), s. 118 ; Crown Lands (Scotland) 
Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c, G9), 8. 3. 

(s) Ibid, These moneys are to bo placed to the accounts directed by the 
Commissioners, and the drafts or orders of the latter are to l>e sufTiciont authority 
to the hanks to dispose of the moneys, bills, and drafts as directed by such drafts 
or orders (ibid,), 

(t) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 119; Crown liands (Scotland) 
Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. G9), s. 3. I’rovision is also made for makin*' 
neccssaiy payments by drafts under the hands of any two Commissioners for 
the transference of ary sums from the accounts with the Bank of Ireland or 
the chaiiorod banks in Scotland to the account with the Bank of England, on 
the death, resignation, or removal of any Commissioner or Commissioners, and for 
the vesting of the several balances at any of such banks in the surviving or 
newly-appointed Commissioners without assignment, transfer, or other act. 
But these, together with all other provisions as to the payment and receij>t 
of money, must be read subject to the general powers of the Treasury to 
make rules and regulations in reiaiiou thereto (ibid., 88 . 12G— 123, and •. 3 
respectively). 
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counterfeiting, the name or handwriting of the Treasury Commis- Sect. 2. 
sioners, or any of them, to any power of attorney for Iho sale or Surrendered 
transfer of any stock, or the name or handwriting of the Commis- 
sioners of Woods, or any of them, to any draft, instrument, or ™ 

writing whatsoever, in order to receive or obtain any money in the Lands, 

hands of the Banks of England or Ireland, or the chartered banks — ' 

of Scotland, or of any private banker, on account of the Commis- 
sioners of Woods; or to forge or counterfeit (or cause or procuro, 
or knowingly and wilfully to actor assist in, the forging or counter- 
feiting) any draft instrument or writing in form of a draft made by 
the said Commissioners, or any of them, or to utter or publish any 
such knowing the same to bo forged or counterfeited, with an intent 
to defraud any such bank or any body corporate or persons 
whomsoever (a). 

231. All sums received under the authority of the Crown Lands Application 
Acts in respect of any sales or exchanges of the land revenues or “oneja. 
possessions of the Crown (except sales or exchanges of royal 
forests (b) ) are to be applied in the payment of the purchase-moneys 
of any lands or hereditaments purchased, or of leases of Crown 
lands bought in, or of moneys to be paid for equality of exchanges, 
under the authority of the Crown Lands Acts, and of the expenses 
of the Commissioners of Woods in relation to such purchases and 
exchanges (c) ; also in the payment of moneys for the redemption of 
land tax redeemed or purchased under the provisions of the Crown 
Lands Acts, and the expenses of the Commissioners in relation 
thereto (d) ; and also in the discharge of any incumbrances charged 
upon or affecting any of the land revenues or possessions of the 
Crown (e). 

Sums received under the authority of the Crown Lands 
Acts in respect of sales, exchanges, or leases in any of the royal 
forests are to be applied in the payment of the purchase-moneys 
of any rights of common, fuel, or other rights, lands, or heredita- 
ments in the royal forests which may be purchased, and of moneys 
to be paid on exchanges in the royal forests which may be made, 
under the authority of the Crown Lands Acts (y), and of the expenses 
of the Commissioners in relation thereto ; and also in the payment 
of any moneys agreed to be paid for the relinquishment of purpres- 
tures and encroachments in any of the royal forests (h). Subject 
to such applications, the moneys so received are to be applied in or 
towards maintaining the royal forests and the expenses attending 
management (i). 

The Treasury may, however, direct, if they think fit, that the costs, Ch .rgea on 

le/cnuca, 

(a) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50). s. 124; as to Scotland, Crewu 
Lands (Scotland) Act, 1833 (3 k 4 Will. 4, c. 09), s. 3. 

(/>) As to these, see the text, in/ra. 

(r) As to sales and exchanges, see pp. 157 et 1G9 cl post 

U) As to redemption of laud tax, see p. 178, post 

{e) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), s. 108. 

if) As to the powers of soiling, leasing etc., see pp, 157 et scq> post. 

( 7 ) As to exchanges, see pp. 109 et post. 

(U) As to relinquishment and purchase of such rights, see p. 187, post% 

(0 Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, 0 . 60), s. 107. 
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ProTision in 
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charges, and expenses connected with any operation, work, matter or 
thing coming within the description of the improvement of land 
contained in the Improvement of Land Act, 1864 (/c), and the 
Settled Land Act, 1882(1), and certain other improvements (m), 
effected or done in or with reference to any part of the posses- 
sions and land revenues of the Crown under the management of 
the Commissioners of Woods, shall be charged as a principal sum 
to the account of the capital of the land revenues of the Crown (jj). 
The principal sum so charged is to be repaid out of the income of 
the land revenues of the Crown in the manner and at the times 
directed by the Treasury, so that provision be made for the complete 
repayment of principal out of income within a period not exceeding 
thirty years from the time when the principal sum became a charge 
as aforesaid (o). 

235 . In the event of the annual produce of the land revenues 
and possessions of the Crown ceasing to bo carried to the Consoli- 
dated Fund, and of their being retained by the Crown as part of its 
hereditary revenue, the same are to be charged and chargeable with 
the repayment into the Consolidated Fund of certain specified sums 
advanced out of the Consolidated Fund by way of loan (n), together 
with interest thereon at tho rate of 4 per cent, per annum 
to be computed from the time of resumption by the Crown (1»). 
Tho land revenues are to bo applied in payment of these capital 
sums and interest prior to any other application thereof, except 
charges attending management of the land revenues, and the pay- 
ment and discharge of any sums charged thereon under the Crown 
Lands Acts, and interest on so much of such sums as remains 
unpaid (c). 


(A) 27 &23 Viet. c. 114, e. 9, as extended by tho Limited Owners Reservoirs 
and Water Supply Further Facilities Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 31), ss. 3, 6. 
As to the necessity for tho consent in writing of the Commissioners of Woods, or 
of Works, before the powers of tho Act can bo exercised by tho Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries, or other persons with regard to Crown lands, see p. 156, 
atite. For the improvements authorised by the Improvement of Land Act, 1864 
(27 & 28 Viet. c. 114), see title Reai. Phopeett and Cuattels Real. 

(/) 45 & 46 Viet c. 38, s. 26 (see title Real Pbopeetv and Ciiati els Beal). 
The power was extended to include these improvements by the Crown Lands 
Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet o. 43), s. 2. 

(m) Namely, the rebuilding and enlargement of the office of the Commissioners 
of Woods, the erection or re-erection of buildings, tho construction or ro-construo- 
tion of roads and bridgos, and the enlargement or improvement of buildings, 
roads and bridges (Crown Lands Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 4). 

(n) Crown l^ds Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 1. 

(o) Ibid. 

(а) The sums specified are : (1) a sum of £600,000, which became a loan upon 
tho land revenues under the statutes 63 Geo. 3, c. 121 ; 67 Geo. 3, c. 24 ; 1 Geo. 
4, c. 71 ; 6 Goo. 4, c. 48 ; (2) a sum of £400,000, borrowed under statute 7 Goo 4, 
c. 77. 

(б) Tho repayment is to include so much of tho above sura of £400,000 (see 
last note) as may have been paid off out of tho income of tho land revenues prior 
to resumption. 

(c) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 114. This provision would 
(«cniwe) mcludo payments out of income for improvements (seo the text, iupra). 
As to the discharge of capital charges prior to resumption, sec the text, 
$upra. 
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236 . Any sums received in respect of sales or exchanges of the Sect. s. 

land revenues and possessions of the Crown, not immediately wanted Surrendered 
for the purposes to which they are made applicable, may be laid out ^yenws 
by the Commissioners of Woods in the meantime in the purchase of 
Consolidated Bank Annuities, Reduced Bank Annm'ties, or certain Lands 
investments authorised by the Trustee Act, 1893 (d), in the name — ' 
of the Treasury (e). ^ ^ Suipius 

The amount of the dividends on the stocks and annuities so revenues, 
purchased as they become due is to be placed by the Bank of 
England to the credit of the Commissioners of Woods, and is to be 
applied and disposed of by the Commissioners in the same manner 
and for the same purposes as, and considered in all respects as part 
of the annual income of the land revenues and possessions of the 
Crown (J). 

237 . Where it is desired to raise money for any of the purposes Raising 
to which sums received from sales and exchanges may be applied, “oucy* 
the Treasury may sell out all or any part of the stocks and 
annuities purchased as above, and the sums raised by such sale are 

to be paid into the Bank of England and placed to the credit of the 
Commissioners of Woods, and must be ai)plied by the latter for the 
same purposes as, and considered in all respects as part of, the 
sums received under the authority of the Crown Lands Acts in 
respect of sales or exchanges (g). 

Slock sold by the Treasury under this power may be trans- 
ferred by any person or persons appointed by them for that purpose 
by letter of attorney attested by two or more credible witnesses ; 
and the Bank of England must permit all such transfers to be 
made (/i). 

238 . As from and after the 81st March, 1894, one moiety of the income from 
gross annual income of the land revenues of the Crown received in mines, 
respect of any substance obtained by mining, quarrying, or excavat- 
ing, and one moiety of the expenses incurred by the Commissioners 

of Woods in respect of the same, is to be carried to the account of the 
capital of the land revenues of the Crown, and the residue of such 
gross annual income and expenses is to be carried to the account of 
the income of the land revenues (i). 

For these purposes the Commissioners of Woods must keep a "The Mines 
separate account in the form directed by the Treasury, called “ The Account." 


(d) 60 & 67 Viet. c. 63 ; namely, to those authorised hy s. 1, as subsequently 
extended to certain colonial stock and metropolitan water stock ; see tho Colonial 
Stock Act, 1900 (03 & 04 Viet, c. 02), s. 2 ; Metropolis Water Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 
7, c. 41), B. 17 (4) ; and title Tbusts and Tulstses. 

(e) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 109, as oxtondod by tho Crown 
Lands Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 43), s. 1. The Lank is required to permit 
transfeis to be made of the stocks and annuities purchased, and trustees are to be 
accepted by tho Commissioners of Woods in the namo and on behalf of the 
ti'oosuror. 

if) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 110. 

(g) Ibid., B. 111. 

(h) Ibid,, 8. 112. 'As to the application of those powers generally to Scotland, 
Bee the Crown Lands (Scotland) Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. G9), s. 3. 

(0 Crown Lands Ad;, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 43J, s. 3 (1). 
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Minos Account,” wliicli is to include all receipts and outgoings it 
respect of the above-mentioned mines, quarries, and excavations, 
and must show the respective amounts to be carried under the 
above provision to the capital and to the income of the land revenues 
of the Crown (k). 

239. The Treasury may from time to time direct the Commis- 
sioners of Woods to pay and apply an annual sum not exceeding in 
the whole J06,157 17«. 8(7. out of the produce of the hereditary land 
revenues, woods, and forests under their management, for the pay- 
ment of various ancient perpetuities, grants, stipends, salaries, and 
allowances formerly payable out of the Civil List revenues of 
George IV. But the Treasury may not thereby give or grant any 
greater, higher, or other interest in such grants, stipends, and 
allowances than the persons entitled thereto hold or enjoyed under 
the grants in force at the time of the decease of His Majesty 
George IV. (7). 

240. Subject to these provisions and to the powers of application 
for improvements (jh), the annual income of all the possessions 
and land revenues of the Crown (n), under the management of the 
Commissioners of Woods, including lines on leases, and all other 
sums in respect of leases or otherwise (except from leases of royal 
forests (o) or sales or exchanges) is to be applied: — In the first 
place, in payment of the costs, charges, and expenses attending 
management ; in the next place, in the payment of any annual 
sums or pensions, and of any other principal sum and interest 
charged upon such land revenues and possessions. Subject to such 
applications the annual income is to be paid to the Exchequer to 
form part of the Consolidated Fmid during the present reign and 
six months thereafter (p). 

241. Where it appears that any debt or sura of money due or 
claimed to be due to the capital or income of the hereditary land 
revenues under the management of the Commissioners of Woods is 
irrecoverable in whole or in part, or that it is inexpedient to take pro- 
ceedings for the recovery thereof, the Treasury may by order direct 
that the debt or sum shall, either in whole or in part, be released 
or discharged either absolutely or subject to any conditions they may 
think expedient. But no such debt may bo released without the 
consent of the Crown in writing under the royal sign manual. 
And where proceedings at law or in equity have been commenced 
by the Attorney-General for England or Ireland for establishing 


(l) Crown T^ands Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 43), 8. 3 (2). 

(/) Crown Lands Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 8C), 8. 1. Those charges and 
anmiitiea were kept alive by the Civil List Ac^ 1837 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 2), s. 1. 

(m) See the text, tupra. 

(«) Including lands in Scotland ; Crown Lands (Scotland) Act, 1833 (3 A 4 
Will. 4. c. G9), 8. IG. \ / * \ 

fo) See the text, tupra, 

/I yI Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 113; Civil List Acts, 1837 

(1 & 2 Vict. c. 2), 8. 2 ; 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 4), s. 1. 
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the title of the Crovn to, or recovering, any real or personal 
property or forestal right to ■which the Crown claims to be entitled, 
or where any petition of right has been presented to His Majesty 
touching or concerning any real or personal property or forestal 
right of or to which His Majesty may claim to be seised or 
entitled, any arrangement for the settlement of the matter in dis- 
pute iq), or any discharge as above, is subject to the approval of the 
Attorney-General for England or Ireland as the case may be(r). 

When enrolled in the office of Land Revenue Records and 
Enrolments, either by a deposit of the duplicate or otherwise, the 
Treasury order is binding and conclusive as to the hereditary 
possessions and land revenues in England and Wales (s). 

242 . Any bishop, rector, vicar, or other ecclesiastical person, or 
collegiate body, being in receipt of a pension not exceeding the 
annual sum of £‘10, charged upon the hereditary revenues in 
England, Wales, or the Isle of Man(t), ma}’, with the consent of 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and of the patron of the living or 
preferment, sell and convey, or enter into an agreement with the 
Commissioners of Woods, or either of them, for the sale and con- 
veyance of, the pension to the Crown, at the price and subject to 
the conditions agreed on. Rut where the purchase -money 
exceeds £100, the purchase is not to be completed without the 
previous authority of the Treasury signified by warrant (a). 

The j)urcha 80 -money is to be paid by the Commissioners of 
Woods to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, whose receipt is suffi- 
cient discharge (6), and on such payment, and the execution of a 
surrender or conveyance to the Crown by the person for the time 
being entitled, the pension is to cease and be extinguished, and the 
hereditary land revenues for ever discharged therefrom (c). 

The purchase-money is to be applied by the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners at their discretion, cither (1) in the purchase of consolidated 
or reduced annuities, or in the purchase of freehold land to be 
annexed, conveyed, or appropriated for the purposes of the living, 
jireferment, or collegiate body to which the pension was payable ; 


{q) Aa to tho arrargement of disputes goncrallr, soe p. loo, post. 

(r) Grown Lands Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 66), s. 5. This provision extends 
to Scotland, the Lord Advocate being substituted for tho Attorney-General 
(Crown Lands Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Vict. c. 43), s. 11 (1), (3) ). 

(») Crown liands Act, 18.i3 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 66), s. 5; or if tho order relates 
to Ireland, when enrolled in the manner prescribed by the Crown Lands Act, 
1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 80), ss. 70 — 72 {ibid.); or if to Scotland, when enrolled in 
tho office of tho Crown in Chancery for Scotland (Crown Lunds Act, 1894 (57 ft 
68 Vict. 0 . 43), s. 11 (2) ). 

(f) Namely, by virtue of an instrument dated the 6th June, 1678, and by 
other instruments and ways and means. 

(a) Grown Lands Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 60), s. 1. 

{b) A receipt under their coi-porato seal is evidence of payment and of their 
consent {ibid., s. 2). 

(f) iMd. Whore tho surrender, conveyance, or receipt has been enrolled 
in the office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments, either by deposit of 
duplicate or otherwise, the same, or an authenticated copy of the enrolment, is 
admissible in evidence without proof of execution of tho deed or receipt, and 
tho enrolment of the deed is conclusive ovidenco that tho provisions of tho Act 
have been complied with {ibid.). 
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or (2) in tho purcliaso or redemption of any existing charges, 
incumbrances on or outgoing from the living or preferment, or the 
property of tlie collegiate body ; or (3) in the substantial or perma- 
nent improvement of the parsonage house, or glebe land, or other 
buildings or land annexed to the living, preferment, or collegiate 
body(d). 

243. The pensions or yearly sums charged upon or payable in 
respect of any part of the hereditary land revenues in England 
Wales, or the Isle of Man are to become due half-yearly, namely, 
on the 6th April and 10th October in every year (e). 

(i) The Department of TTorJcs and Public Buildings. 

244. The Commissioners of Works and Public Buildings com- 
prise a First Commissioner, appointed by royal warrant under the 
sign manual and holding office during pleasure (/), together with 
the five principal Secretaries of State and the President of the 
Board of Trade, who are ex officio Commissioners (ff). 

The Commissioners are constituted a corporation under the name 
and style of “The Commissioners of His Majesty’s Works and 
Public Buildings,” and by that name are to have perpetual 
succession and use a common seal, which may be altered from time 
to time as they think fit, for the purpose of taking and holding all 
lands and hereditaments vested in them by statute or purchase, 
and of conveying, assigning, leasing, or otherwise disposing of such 
lands, and entering into covenants or agreements respecting the 
same, but not for any other purpose Qi). 

Unless it is expressly provided to the contrary, acts of the 
Commissioners are valid if done by the First Commissioner or any 
two of them (/). 


{(I) Crown Lands Act, 1853 (IG & 17 Viet. c. 50), s. 3. Tho dividends or 
interest on tho stock, or tho rents and profits of tho land purchased, are to be 
paid and belong to the person or body who would have been entitled to tho 
pension ; and if tho money is laid out in the purchase or redemption of any 
charge, incumbrance or other outgoing, the same is not to be kept on foot, but 
released or extinguished {ibid.). 

{e) 1 hid., B. 4. The person who on either of such days is in possession of tho 
preferment, appointment, or office in respect of which tne pension is payable, is 
entitled to receive the whole net amount of one half-year’s pension after making 
all lawful deductions, although ho may not have boon in enjojTnent of tho 
preferment etc. during the whole half-year, and his predecessor or tho repre- 
sentatives of the latter are not to be entitled to any apportioned part of such 
half-year’s pension {ibid.). 

(/) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 1. Under s. 1 of this 
Act tho First Commissioner of Woods, Forests, and Works became tlie First 
Commissioner of Works, tho duties os to woods and works, which had been 
amalgamated under the Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1), being 
separated. 

{g) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 15. 

(/i) Commissioners of Works Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 28), s. 1. 

(i) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 26 ; Commissioners of 
Works^ Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet c. 28), s. 2. There may be paid to the First 
Commissioner such salary, not exceeding £2,000 per annum, and to the 
secretary, clerks, and other officers of the department such salaries, as the 
Treasury may appoint, but the ex officio Commissioners are to receive no special 
salaries for acting as such. Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. o. 42), s. 17. 
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The First Commissioner may be a member of the House of 
Commons (/c), and the ex officio Commissioners are invariably 
members of the Ministry (1). 

245. Architects, surveyors, and other officers of a_ similar 
character may be appointed or employed by the Commissioners of 
Works as they think necessary, with the approval of the Treasury. 
But the secretary, clerks, messengers, and any other officers of the 
department are appointed by the Treasury subject to dismissal by 
the Commissioners of Works (w). 

I (5) General Poivcrs of the Department of Worlcs and Public Buildings* 

246. The duties, powers, exemptions, and privileges performed, 
exercised, or enjoyed by the Surveyor-General of Works and Public 
Buildings prior to the 13th February, 1832 (n), so far as not 
inconsistent with the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1851, or 
subsequent Acts, are to be performed or enjoyed by the Com- 
missioners of AVorks (o). 

247. In addition to these duties, the powers and duties formerly 
performed and exercised by the Commissioners of AVoods in relation 
to certain royal parks, gardens, and possessions (p) have been 

The Ralarics, suporannualioiis, retired allowances, and incidental expenses of 
the departments, with the expenses of the Commissioners incurred under tho 
Crown Lands Act, 1851 f 14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), except expenses to bo defrayed out 
of moneys provided unaer the Acts mentioned in the schedule to the Act, or 
transferred to the credit of, or made payable to, or applicable by, the Commis- 
sioners under the Act, are to bo defrayed out of the annual votes. But tho profits 
of the herbage and like profits of the parks, gardens, and possessions placed 
under tho management of the Commissioners by the Crown Lands Act, 1851 
(14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), after pajunent thereout of any tithe, rent-charges, or other 
like charges upon such parks, gardens etc., are to be carried to tho Consolidated 
Fund (ibid,, s. 25). 

(fc) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 20. See also note (<*), 
p. 40, ante, 

(l) See p. 37, ante. 

(m) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. IG. In all cases where the 
Commissioners of Works ore required or authorised to take security from any 
receiver, collector, clerk, or other officer or contractor, or may think it proper 
to do so for securing the due performance of any duty or contract, tho secui-ity 
must bo taken by bond to tho Crown. Such security may be dispensed with if the 
Commissioners tnirk fit, security by way of deposit, investment, mortgage, lien 
or charge, insurance or guaranty, being taken in place of the same for the due 
performance of any duty or contract if tho Commissioners think fit (Commissioners 
of Works Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 28), s. 3b 

(n) Namely, the date of the passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 
Will. 4, 0. 1), by which the duties of tho Surveyor-General of Works (whose 
office was abolished) were amalgamated with those of tho Commissioners of 
Woods, Forests, Works, and Public Buildings. 

(o) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 21. All Acts of Parlia- 
ment, deeds, and other instruments in which the Surveyor-General is mentioned, 
so far as in force and not inconsistent with subsequent Acts, are to apply to 
the Commissioners of Works as if expressly mentions {ibid,). 

(p) Namely, St. James*, Ilydo, ana the Green Parks; Kensington Gardens; 
Chelsea Garden; the Treasury and Parliament Square Gardens; Primrose Hill; 
Eegent’s, Greenwich, Hampton Court, Bushey, and Holyrood Parks ; Kew 
Gardens Pleasure Grounds and Green ; Kew and Richmond Roads ; Hampton 
Court Gardens, Green and Rood ; Richmond Park and Green (Crown Lands Act, 
1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 22). Tho Commissioners of Works and the Richmond 
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transferred to the Commissioners of Works, but all houses, gardens, 
and portions of ground in any of such royal parks as were on the 
1st August, 1851, leased, or agreed to be leased, are to remain under 
the management of the Commissioners of Woods ; and all powers of 
leasing any part of Victoria and Regent’s Parks and all powers in 
relation to the parts so to be leased are to remain vested in and 
exercisable by the Commissioners of Woods (q). 

248. The Commissioners of Works are also expressly directed 
to perform and exercise all the powers and duties conferred upon 
the Commissioners of Woods under various local and other Acts («), 
which are to apply to the Commissioners of Works and Public 
Buildings as if named therein, and they are to be incorporated 
thereunder (where provision is made to that effect) in place of the 
Commissioners of Woods, with the perpetual succession, use of com- 
mon seal, and other rights, privileges, and powers conferred upon 
the Commissioners of Woods thereby. All the property whatsoever 
which on the 1st August, 1851, was vested in the Commissioners of 
Woods in a corporate capacity or otherwise, alone or jointly with 
others, under or for the purposes of the Acts, is vested as from the 
same date in the Commissioners of Works, subject to the same 
conditions in every respect as in the case of the Commissioners of 
Woods (h). 

249. All moneys which would have been payable to or applicable 
by the Commissioners of Woods under or for the purposes of any 


Borough Council nre empowered to enter into an agreement for tbo transfer to 
the council of the control and management as open spaces of Eichmond and 
Kew Greens, and on the execution of such agreement the Open Spaces Acts, 
1877 to 1890, are to apply thereto subject to any conditions or reservations in 
the deed of transfer. The Board of Agriculturo and Fisheries is empowered 
to enter into a like agreement with the council as to the land, formerly part of 
Kew Green, lying between the latter and the north-west entrance to the Eoyal 
Botanic Gardens ; hut until such transfer the land is to be doemefl portion of 
those gardens (Crown Lands Act, 190G (G Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 7). The manage- 
ment of Victoria, Battersea, and Kennington Parks, Bethnal Green Museum 
Garden, and Chelsea Embankment was in 1887 transferred from the Commis- 
sioners of Works, and is now vested in the London County Council, the 
expenses being no longer borne by the Exchequer, but by the local rates (see 
London Parks and Works Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 3-1); Local Government 
Act, 1SS8 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41,) s. 40 (8) ). 

(q) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 23, amended by the 
London Parks and Works Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 34), s. 2 (1), which is in 
part repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1908 (8 IMw. 7, c. 49). 

{a) Namely, 4 Geo. 4, c. 74 ; 9 Geo. 4, c. 25; 3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 43 (Holyhead 
Roads) ; 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. GG (Menai and Conway Bridges) ; 6 & G AVill. 4, c. 21 
(Shrewsbury and Holyhead Roads) ; 2 & 3 Viet. c. 80 : 3 & 4 V^ct c. 87 ; 4 & 5 
Viet. c. 12 ; 13 & 14 Viet. c. 103 ; 13 & 1 1 Viet. c. 109 (Metropolis iinprovemonts) ; 
7 & 8 Viet. c. GO (Trafalgar Square) ; 8 & 9 Viet. c. xvii. (Clcrkouwoll improvo- 
ments) ; 8 & 9 Viet. c. 63 (Geological SuiTcy) ; 8 & 9 Viet. c. clxxviii. ; 10 & 1 1 
Viet. c. cxxxi. ; 13 & 14 Viet c. cii. (Westminster improvements); 9 & 10 Viet, 
c. 31 (SpitaUiclds improvements); 9 & 10 Viet. c. 38; 11 ^ 12 Viet. c. lOJ 
(Battersea Park) ; 9 & 10 Viet. c. 39 (Battersea Bridge and Chelsea improve- 
mente); 10 & 11 Viet. c. 24; 13&14Vici. c. 116 (Portland Harbour); 11 4 
12 Viet c. 63 (Windsor); Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), 0. 22, 
Schedule, as repealed in part by the Statute Law Revision Acts, 1892 and ISOi 
(55 & 5G Vict c. 19 ; 57 & 08 Viet c. 56). 

{b) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (H 4 15 Vict c. 42), b. 27. 
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of the above Acts, or for the purposes of any of the duties or powers 2. 

vested in the Commissioners of Works under the Crown Lands Act, Surrendered 
1851 (or, semhle, other Acts), are to be payable to and applicable by Revenuei 
the latter (c). ‘^’^Crown®“ 

250. The management and control of certain public buildings is Land s, 
vested in the Commissioners of Works under various Acts (d), as also controTof 
the management of the forestal rights and interests of the Crown public 
in Epping Forest (c), the administration of the Acts relating buildings etc. 
to the geological survey of the United Kingdom (/), the power of 
erecting and repairing public statues in the metropolitan police 


(c) Crown Lnnds Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 28. Tho provisions of the 
Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet c. 42), are not to abridge or interfere with 
any rights of the Crown, the Treasury, or the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or 
any grantee of the Crown, in respect of any appointment usually made by the 
same, or with the right of appointment of master-keepers, under-keepers, or 
other officers of or in any royal forest so long as tho last-mentioned right is vested 
in any warden or ranger of any such forest, or with any privileges or advantages 
which may be rightfully claimed or enjoved under any letters patent granted 
by the late Queen or her predecessors, of any office, bailiwick, walk, or lodge, 
within any royal forest to which tho Act relates {ibid,, s. 40). 

(d) See the statutes 14 & 15 Viet. c. 95; 30 & 31 Viet. c. 40 (approaches to 
Houses of Parliament, paving, lighting etc.) ; Courts of Justice (Salaries and 
Funds) Act, 1SG9 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 91), s. 15 (Bankruptcy Courts); Commis- 
sioners of Works Act. 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 23), ss. 2, 3 (Civil Service Commis- 
sion lands and building, site of Millbank Prison chapel) ; Courts of Justice 
Building Act, 18G5 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 48), s. 22; Court of Chancery Funds Act, 
1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 44), s. 21 (certain offices of Courts of Chancery) ; Courts of 
Justice Concentration (Site) Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 49) ; and 34 & 35 Viet, 
c. 57 (site and approaches, Itoyal Courts of Justice) ; County Court (Buildings) 
Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Viet. c. 15), ss. 3, 4 (county court buildings and property) ; 
Customs Buildings Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 36) (lands held for the service of 
the (Customs) ; Public Offices Site Act, 1882, and Public Offices (Whitehall) Site 
Act, 1897 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 32; 60 & 61 Viet. c. 27) (sites for now Admiralty and 
War Offices; Patent Office (Extension) Act, 1897 (60 & Cl Viet c. 25) (site for 
Patent Office extension); Inland Bevonue Buildings Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet, 
c. 10) (land held for service of the Inland Ee venue) ; Boyal Military Asylum, 
Chelsea (Transfer), Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet c. 32) ((Chelsea Military Asylum) ; 
Millbank Prison Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Viet c. 1) (site of prison); Land Kegistry 

S fiddlesex Deeds) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 64), s. 3 (2) (buildings etc. of 
iddlesex Eegistry). See also, as to public offices in Westminster, Whitehall, 
Downing Street etc., 18 & 19 Viet c. 95 ; 22 Viet c. 19 ; 24 & 25 Viet cc. 33, 
38; 25 & 26 Viet c. 74 ; 27 & 28 Viet c. 51 ; 28 & 29 Viet. co. 31, 32 ; 29 & 30 
Viet. c. 21 ; 31 & 38 Viet. c. 84 ; 44 & 45 Viet. c. 7 ; 59 Viet. sess. 2, c. 5 ; 59 & 
60 Viet. c. 23 ; 61 & 62 Viet. c. 5 ; 3 Edw. 7, c. 41 : as to the National Gallery, 
29 & 30 Viet. c. 83 ; 30 & 31 Viet c. 41 ; 1 Edw. 7, c. 16: as to the National 
Portrait Gallery, 52 & 53 Viet c. 25 : as to the Patent Office, 3 Edw. 7, c. 41 : 
as to the Admiralty and War Office. 61 & 62 Viet. c. 5 ; 3 Edw. 7, c. 41 : as to 
the Science and Art Buildings, South Kensington, 61 & 62 Viet. c. 5 ; 3 Edw. 7, 
c. 41 ; as to the British Museum, 3 Edw. 7, c. 41 : as to improvements in the 
neighbourhood of Buckingham Palace, 15 & 16 Viet. c. 78 ; 16 & 17 Viet. c. 44 ; 
20 & 21 Viet. c. 67 ; 27 & 28 Viet c. Ill : as to Somerset House, 15 & 16 Viet. 
^ 40; 17 & 18 Viet c. 93; 25 & 26 Viet c. 93, s. 73; as to a lease to King’s 
f * 37 Viet. c. 4 ; as to Post Office buildings in Queen Victoria Street 
and West Kensington, 61 & 62 Viet c. 5. The property of the metropolitan 
nolw courts was transferred from the Board of Works to the Eeceiver for the 
Me^opolitan Police District by tho Metropolitan Police Courts Act, 1897 (60 & 

61 Vict c.26),8.3. j \ 

(;) Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. c. 62), s. 6. 

I n Geological Survey Act, 1846 (8 4 9 Vict c. 63). 

U.L.-— VTT U 



186 


Constitutional Law. 


Sect. 2. 
Snrrendered 
Revenues 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Acquisition of 
land. 


Enrolment of 
convcyanocf. 


district (^), and the guardianship and control of ancient 
monuments (h). 

251. The Commissioners of Works may purchase, take, or 
accept any hereditaments of any tenure which may be necessary 
for the public service, and sell or exchange the same, and give a 
good discharge for the purchase-money ; they may also grant any 
lease or underlease of any hereditaments so purchased or taken, and 
enter into agreements for sale, exchange, lease, or underlease. All 
purchases, exchanges, sales, or leases are to be made, and the 
produce and income applied, under the direction of the Treasury (i). 

The moneys arising from such sales or leases are to be paid into 
the Consolidated Fund ; but the receipt of the Commissioners is a 
BuflScient discharge to any purchaser or lessee paying moneys to 
them (/c). 

252. Every instrument whereby any land or interest in land 
in England or Wales is conveyed or assigned to or by the Com- 
missioners of Works, under or for the purposes of the Commissioners 
of Works Act, 1852, must be enrolled in the Central Office of the 
Supreme Court, and if so enrolled is not to require any other 


(g) Public Statues (Metropolis) Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 33). Under 
this Act the Commissioners out of money appropriated by Parliament for that 
purpose may erect any statue in any public place, namely, any street, square, 
court, or otner like place, within the metropolitan police district, in or over 
which there is any public right of ingress, egress, regress, or thoroughfare, and 
inclose the same and the pedestal and any surrounding space with a fence 
or raUing as they think fit ss. 1, 2). The Commissioners may amend or 
repair any public statue, namely, statues mentioned in the schedide to the Act 
or any statues erected after the 10th July, 1854, wholly or in part in any public 
place as defined above, and the pedestal of, and the fence or railing surrounding, 
the same, with moneys appropriated thereto by Parliament {ibid,, a 3). Pull 
powers are conferred upon the Commissioners for the erection, restoration, or 
repair of any such public statues, and no public statue (as above defined ) may 
be erected in anyjpublic place (as above defined) without their written assent 
{ibid,, ss. 4, 5). The owner of any statue (not being a statue mentioned in the 
schedule to the Act) situated within the metropolitan police district (namely, as 
defined by the Metropolitan Police Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 44)), may, ^th the 
assent in writing of the Treasury, transfer the same to the Commissioners of 
Works, and upon completion of such transfer the statue is to be deemed a 
public statue ” under the Public Statues (Metropolis) Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet, 
c. 33), 88. 1, 7. 

(A) Under the Ancient Monuments Protection Acts, 1882 to 1900. As to 
these Acts see title OPEi^ Spaces and Recbeation Grounds. 

(i) Commissioners of Works Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 28), s. 2. The provision 
of tnis section ^uirinc: enrolment of conveyances of freeholds to or by the 
Commissioners is repealed as to England ana Wales and replaced by similar 
provisions by the Commissioners of Works Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. o. 2^ (see 
p. 137, post), but is still in force as to Ireland (see the Commissioners of Works 
Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 23), s. 1 (4) ). In the case of purchases, sales, leases, or 
exchanges, it is not necessary for tne vendor, purchaser, lessor, or lessee to 
ascertain whether the consent of the Treasury been given (Commissioners of 
Works Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet c. 23), s. 1 (2) ). 

(ft) Commissioners of Works Act, 1862 (16 & 16 Viet c. 28), s. 2. Apart from 
the word “ heritages’’ it seems doubtful whether these provisions as to Duildings 
etc. not required refer only to the Supreme Court Buildings in Edinburgh, 
vested in the Commissioners by the previous section (s. 4), or to any lands, 
buildings etc. In any case the provision seems to be covered by the general 
powers conferred by s. 2 ; see the text supra. 
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enrolment, acknowledgment, or registry. But this provision is not 
to apply to land the title of which has been registered under the 
Land Registry Act, 1862, or the Land Transfer Act, 1875 (1). 

253. For the purpose of the purchase of land by the Com- 
missioners of Works the powers of the Lands Clauses Acts (except 
the provisions relating to the purchase and taking of land otherwise 
than by agreement) may be exercised by the Commissioners (ni). 

254. Nothing in the Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (n), is 
to divest the Commissioners of Works of any power or property for 
the time being vested in them ; and nothing in the Act is to extend 
to authorise or empower any vestry or borough council (o) to 
exercise any power or control whatsoever in or over any of the 
royal or public parks, gardens, or pleasure grounds, the 
management whereof may be for the time being vested in the 
Commissioners (p). 

(C) The Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments. 

255. The Treasury are required to provide a proper building in 
London or Westminster, to be called the Office of Land Revenue 
Records and Enrolments, for the reception and safe custody of all 
the books of entry, records, deeds, instruments, writings, maps, 
plans, and other official papers which were or ought to have 
been on February 13th, 1832, in the custody of the auditors 
or acting auditors of the land revenues of the Crown in England 
or in the Principality of Wales (q), and also for the reception and 
safe custody of the deeds and instruments to be enrolled after 
that date, and of such other writings, surveys, maps, plans, and 
other official papers as are directed to be deposited therein (r). 

256. The Treasury are also empowered to appoint a keeper of 
the records and enrolments, and to make rules and regulations 
(which must not be contrary to the provisions of the Crown Lands 
Act, 1832) for the execution of the office (s). The keeper of the 
records holds office at the pleasure of the Treasury, and may be 


(Z) Commissioners of Works Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 23), s. 1 (3). As to 
tlio mode of registering documents in Scotland, see the Commissioners of 
Works Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 28), e. 7. 

(m) Commissioners of Works Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 23), s. 1 (1). 

im) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 120. For the provisions of the Act, see title Meihopolis. 

(o) Vestry or district hoard in the Act. As to the transfer of the powers of 
these bodies, see note (w), p. 236, post. 

( p) Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 120), s. 241. The 
Act is not to abridge, alter etc., any powers, remedies etc., of the Commissioners 
in relation to the possessions of the Crown or of the public {p)id. ; and see 
pp. 133 et seq., ante). 

(</) The duties of these officers were transferred to the Office of Land Bevenue 
Records and Enrolments by the Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 WiU. 4, c. 1), 
8. 21. As to enrolment generally, see p. 171, post. 

(r) Crown Ijands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1), s. 15. The Treasury were 
empowered to cause the removal of all books of entiy, records, deeds etc., in 
the custody of the former auditors, to the new office (ihid., s. 20). 

{$) Ibid., s. 16. 
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SlOT.t. 

Surrendered 
Bevennes 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Expenses and 
fees. 


Effect of 
enrolment. 


Constitutional Law. 

removed at pleasure. His salary or other remuneration is to be 
such as the Treasury may assign to him ((). 

267. The expenses for providing and maintaining the building 
and the expenses of carrying on the business of the office, including 
salaries and other remunerations, are to be paid out of the fees 
directed to be taken for enrolments, searches, and copies of deeds 
and documents (a). 

Accounts of all moneys received for fees in the oflSce must be 
rendered by the keeper of the records to the Treasury as often as 
the latter may require, and also accounts of all disbursements made 
for payment of salaries and otherwise for carrying on the business 
of the office. Moneys.received and not disbursed are to be carried 
to and form part of the land revenues of the Crown (b). 

The fees to be taken in the Ofiice of Land Eevenue Records and 
Enrolments are prescribed by Treasury warrant (c). The fees for 
enrolment by Government departments are usually remitted, but 
certain fees are to be taken by the Commissioners of Woods and 
the Commissioners of Works from jiersons interested under deeds 
and documents in respect of enrolment in the Office of Land 
Eevenue Records and Enrolments (d). 

258. The enrolment of any deed, instrument, or writing signed 
by the Commissioners of Woods or of Works, or to which either 
of them is a party, or which in any manner affects or relates 
to any part of the hereditary possessions and land revenues of the 


(t) Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1), ss. 17, 18. 

(a) s. 19. The fec.s for enrolments etc. are to be such as may be 

appointed by the Treasury {ibid,, s. 22 ; and see note (^, infra). 13y the Public 
Offices Site Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 32), s. 8, the Commissioners of Woods 
were em])owered to provide a new office out of the capital of the laud revenues 
of the Crown, subject to the approval of tho Treasury. This section has 
now been repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, 
c. 22). 

{b) Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will 4, c. 1), s. 29. 

(c) Treasury Warrant, 21 st December, 1903, No. 1170, issued under the 
Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1), and subsequent Acts. The fees are as 
follows: (1) enrolment of a document by entry, 58., with a further charge of 
6(f. for each folio of seventy-two words beyond the tenth foUo ; (2) for the 
enrolment of a memorial of a deed pursuant to the Copyhold Act, 1894 (57 & 68 
Viet, c. 46), 5«. ; (3) for a certified copy of an extract from any document, 6(/. 
for each folio of seventy-two words ; (4) for making and examining a copy of a 
plan or of an extract from a plan, 2s. fid. for every houi occupied thereon ; 
(5) for the inspection of one document, la. ; (6) for the inspection of several 
aocuments belonging to one series produced on one and the same day, 2a. 6^i, 
The previous warrants of the 2l8t December, 1896, and 4th September, 1897. 
are annulled by this warrant. 

(d) The practice is to remit the above fees when chargeable against any 
department of His Majesty’s Qovemment ; but a uniform enrolment fee of 5a., 
and in the case of deeds and documents which have to be enrolled by entry 
at length an additional fee of 6d. per folio for every folio of seventy-two words 
after the tenth folio, is to be taxen by the Commissioners of Woods and the 
Coinmissioners of Works respectively ^om the persons interested imder such 
deeds and documents in respect of enrolment m the Office of liond Revenue 
^co^ and Enrolments (Treasury Warrant, 2l8t December, 1903, No. 1171, 
issued under the authority of the Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), 
and of all other enabling powers). 
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Crown («), when enrolled in the Office of Land Bevenne Records and 
Enrolments, is to be as good and available and of the like force and 
effect (without enrolment or acknowledgment in any court or courts 
of law or equity, and without registration) as if enrolled in the 
Supreme Court, or as if a memorial had been entered or registered 
in the office for registering deeds in the county or counties in which 
such land revenues or possessions or any of them are situate (/> 

259. Certificates or other documents required to be given or 
signed by the keeper of the records and enrolments may be given or 
signed by any person acting with the sanction of the Treasury as 
his deputy or assistant, whether the office of keeper is vacant or 
not, and it is not necessary to prove the handwriting of the person 
so acting, or his authority to act {g). 

(7) Duties of Receivers. 

260. Any person appointed as receiver of the issues, revenues, 
and profits of the possessions and land revenues of the Crown may 
by virtue of his appointment, and without further authority, either 
by himself or any person whom he may depute, make distress for 
any rents in arrear or unpaid from any lessee, occupier, or tenant 
of any of the estates or possessions, or from any person liable 
to any quit or other rent within his collection, receipt, or manage- 
ment, and impound, sell, and dispose of the goods, chattels, and 
effects so distrained. But in making or causing any distress to be 
made, and in relation to any question of law or otherwise arising 
thereon, the receiver must obey and conform to any orders and 
regulations given to him by the Commissioners of Woods (/i). 

261. At the end of every month (unless otherwise directed by 
the Commissioners of Woods (i)) receivers must transmit all sums 
received during the month to the Commissioners of Woods ; and 
whenever any such receiver has received or got into his hands any 
sum belonging to the Crown exceeding jBSOO, he must (unless 
previously instructed to the contrary by the Commissioners of 
Woods (i)) forthwith transmit the same to the Commissioners. If 
he fails to do so, or to apply or dispose of the money in any other 
manner directed by the Commissioners, he becomes chargeable, and 
is to be charged, with interest for every such sum at such rate (not 


(r) Or any other lands, tenements, or hereditaments situate in England or 
Wales, for the time being under the management or control of the Comuussioners 
or either of them. 

(/) Crown Lands Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 56), s. 6. 

\y) Crown Lands Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 43), s. 10. 

(h) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 50), s. 90. As to the powers of the 
Treasury to make rules relating to the receipt of money, see p. 125, ante. AH 
sheriffs, mayors, j ibices, bailiffs, constables, headboroughs, and oilier officers 
and ministers of justice, are required to aid and assist the receiver or his 
substitute in making such distresses, in impounding, selling, and ^posing of 
the some, and in all other matters relating thereto, or to the execution of his 
office (Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 90). This power is applicable 
to foreshore vested in the Board of Trade (see note (o), p. 144, post). 

(0 Or, temUe, bj the Treasury ; see p. 126, ante. 
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Scot. 3. 
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exceeding j£10 per cent, per annum) as the Commissioners 
appoint, from the day or time at which it was received until it is 
transmitted or paid over as directed by the Commissioners (/c). 

262. Beceivers must render accounts to the Commissioners of 
Woods of all moneys received and of all other acts, matters, and 
things done by them on account of or in relation to the possessions 
and land revenues of the Crown at the lime required by the 
Commissioners. These accounts are to be tried and examined by 
the Commissioners and to be incorpoi*ated with and form part 
of their accounts, and when so incorporated and audited and 
passed (/), the receipts of the Commissioners for the balance of 
the accounts are to be good and effectual discharges to the 
receivers (hi)- 

The Commissioners of Woods or any of them may receive a 
verification and take an examination upon oath (or declaration in 
lieu of an oath (n)) concerning any account, survey, estimate, report, 
or other matter relating to the lands under their management, 
or direct the verification to be made before any justice of the peace 
or magistrate (o). 

If any receiver, deputy, accountant, or other person is guilty 
of wilful and corrupt perjury in such verification or examina- 
tion, or wilfully forswears himself in regard to any of the above 
matters, he may be punished under the law in force relating to 
wilful and corrupt perjury (p). 

(8) Accounts and Audit, 

263. On or before the 80th November in each year the Commis- 
sioners of Woods must prepare and transmit to the Comptroller 
and Auditor-General (a) abstract accounts for the year ended on the 
81st March next preceding, classed under distinctive headings, of the 
receipt and expenditure of the capital and income derived from 
the possessions and land revenues of the Crown, and of any other 
funds under their control and management. After examining the 
accounts and certifying their conformity or otherwise with the 
Acte relating to the receipt and expenditure of the funds to which 
they relate, the Comptroller and Auditor-General must transmit 
copies of the accounts so examined and certified, with a report 
thereon, to the Treasury on or before the 31st January next following. 


(/.•) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s> 84 (applicable to foreshore 
vested in the Board of Trade ; see note (o), p. 144, jn’St). 

(/) As to the audit of the accounts of the Commissioners, see p. 141, post. 

(m) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 81 (applicable to loroshore 
vested in the Board of Trade ; see note (o), p. 144, post). 

(n) Promissory Oaths Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 72), s. 12; Statutory 
Declarations Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 62), ss. 1—4 ; and see note (A), p. 27, ante. 

(o) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 82 (applicable to foreshore 
vested in the Board of Trade ; see note (o), p. 144, post). 

(p) Ibid., s. 83. See, as to the Board of Tr^e, note (o), p. 144, post. As to 
perjury generally, see title Cmmiwax Law akd Pjioceduub. 

(«) To whom the duties of the former Commissioners of Audit have now 
passed ; see title Bevsitub. 
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and the latter must lay the same before the House of Commons on Sect. 2. 
or before the following 81st March, if Parliament is then sitting, SiOTendered 
and if not, then within a fortnight of the next meeting of ^ven^s 
Parliament (i). *"crown°™ 

264. The Commissioners of Woods must also within three Lands, 
calendar months after the 81st March in every year certify and ^nnnia” 
report in writing under their hands and seals to the Crown and report, 
both Houses of Parliament what leases, sales, exchanges, purchases, 

and grants have been made during the year ending the 6th January 
preceding (c). The reports must contain full particulars of the 
various transactions (d), and also a statement of the income and 
expenditure of the moneys which have arisen from the possessions 
and land revenues under their management, and of all debts 
incurred by the Commissioners and the amount of interest due 
thereon, and of such other matters and things as they may 
think fit(c). 

265. The Comptroller and Auditor-General (/) must examine, Andifc 
try, and audit the accounts of all moneys which by any Act are 
placed under the control and management of the Commissioners of 
Woods and the Commissioners of Works (jj ) ; and every general 
account of the land revenues of the Crown referred to the Comp- 
troller and Auditor-General under the Crown Lands Act, 1832 (/t), 
after being audited, must be delivered by him, together with the 
several detailed and subsidiary accounts (mentioned or referred to 

in the general accounts) of the receivers, surveyors, rangers, 
gavellers, stewards, bailiffs, collectors, or other local officers charged 
with the collection of land revenues, to the Keeper of the Land 
Revenue Records and Enrolments, not less than three years after the 
declaration of the general account, unless the Treasury otherwise 
direct (t). The general, detailed, and subsidiary accounts are to 


(&) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), ss. 38, 39. 

(c) Public accounts wero formerly made up to this date, but are now authorised 
as to certain accounts (see title Eeveiuje) to be made up to the 31st March. 

{d) Namely, the terms for which leases are granted, the annual value of the 
tenements comprised therein and the annual value by the last preceding survey, 
and the rent, fines, or other consideration reserved or paid, and also, whore 
pofsible, the rent and fines reserved and paid upon the last preceding lease ; 
also the lands which have been sold, granted, or given or received in exchange, 
the amount of the purchase-money paid or received, and the names of the 
parties to or by whom, and the purposes for which, such grants etc. wore 
made. 

(e) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 123, as amended by the 
Crown Lands Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 102), s. 8. 

(/) See note (a), p. 140, ante. 

Iq) The Act relates to the Commissioners of Woods, Forests, Works, and 
Buildings, but the two departments are now separate (see note (A), p. 123, ante), 
(?i) 2 & 3 Will. 4, 0 . 1. This provision applies to accounts refeired for audit 
under the Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1), the provisions of which 
as to audit were repealed by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1874 (37 & 38 
Viet. c. 35), accounts now being referred for audit under the Exchequer and 
Audit Departments Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 93) (see title Bevbnuk). 

(«} The Treasury may direct any such accounts to be kept for a lonmr time, 
not more than seven years, for comparison with the accounts of allowing 
years. 
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remain of recor J in the OfSee of Land Eevenue Kecords and Enrol- 
ments ; and rents, revenues, issues, or profits of any lands, tithes, 
or hereditaments specified or mentioned in the record of such 
accounts in the office, are to be held duly in charge by, to, or with 
the auditors or other proper officers of the Office of Land Revenue 
Records and Enrolments, and the records are to be valid and 
effectual (k). 

266. Any document purporting to be a print or copy in print 
of any report to the Crown or the Houses of Parliament purporting 
to be made by the Commissioners or any Surveyor-General for the 
time being of Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues, or by any 
Surveyor-General of the Land Revenues of the Crown, or by the late 
Commissioners of Woods, Forests, Works, and Buildings (f), is at all 
times to be admissible in evidence (m), as the original would have 
been if produced from the proper custody and duly proved in 
evidence, provided that the document purports to have been 
printed by order of either House of Parliament, or has upon it 
words to that effect («). 

(9) Maimgemeid of He Foreehore, 

267. As from the 31st December, 1866, the management of the 
Crown’s interest in the foreshore has (subject to certain excep- 
tions (o)) been transferred from the Commissioners of Woods to 
the Board of Trade (p). This transfer includes all such ports and 
rights and interests of and in the shore and bed of the sea and of 
every channel, creek, bay, estuary, and of every navigable river of 
the United Kingdom as far up the same as the tide flows, as at that 
date belonged to the Sovereign, in right of the Crown, subject 
to such public and other rights as by law exist in, over, or affecting 
the same or any part of the same (7), and subject also to the 
following exceptions : — 

(1) The transfer is not to apply to the foreshore of the Thames (r), 
the Tees («), or of the county palatine of Durham (t), or to any 
other particular portions of the foreshore with respect to which the 
Commissioners of Woods are by any Act specially empowered to 


(7.) As they would have been il enrolled and recorded in the office of the 
Iliiig’s Remembrancer, or in any other office or court of record of law or equity, 
or with any auditoi'S or other officers of the revenue (statute 7 & 8 Yict. 0 . 89, 
ES. 1—3), 

(7) As to the separation of the Commissioners of Works from the Com- 
missioners of Woods, see note (k), p, 123, antt. 

(jn) In any court of justice, or before any person having by law or consent of 
parties authority to hear, receive, or examine evidence. 

(n) Crown Ijunds Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 36), s. G. 

( 0 ) See the text infra. 

(;<) Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Yict. c, 62), s. 7. 

^y) Hid. 

(r) As to this, see the Thames Conservancy Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Yict, c. cxlvii.) ; 
•8 to agreements for rent of piers, see the Commissioners of Woods (Thames 
Piers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Yict. c. 73), and p. 207, poet. 

(«1 As to this, see the Tees Oonservancy Act, 1868 (21 ft 22 Yict. 0 . oxli.). 

(t) This remains under the CommissioDeni of Woods. See, generally, as to the 
foreshore in Durham, p. 114, ante. 
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make any disposition or arrangement of or concerning the rights 
of the Crown therein (a) ; 

(2) Or to any beds, seams, or veins of coal or stone or any 
metallic or other mineral substances in or under the foreshore, or 
to any mines or quarries thereof, which are to continue to be vested, 
held, and enjoyed as on the 6th August, 1866 (i) ; 

(3) Or to any portion of the foreshore in relation to which 
any instrument was lawfully made or executed by the Commis- 
sioners of "Woods or either of them prior to the 1st January, 
1867 (c); 

(4) Or to any portion of the foreshore in relation to which money 
was paid into the Bank of England or any other bank prior to the 
1st January, 1867 (d) ; 

(5) Or to any portion of the foreshore in front of or immedi- 
ately adjacent to any lands of or to which the Crown, or any 
person or body in trust for the Crown, was seised or entitled 
on the 31st December, 1866, in possession, reversion, or remainder, 
or which, at a similar date, were the property of any Government 
department, or in the possession of the same or any officers of the 
same (e). 

268. For the transfer of the Crown’s interest in the foreshore so 
effected compensation was directed to be paid to the land revenues 
of the Crown, the amount to be determined by two arbitrators, 
appointed one by the Treasury and the other by the Commissioners 
of Woods, or, in ease of disagreement of the latter, by an umpire 
appointed by the Lord Chancellor before the arbitrators entered on 
the reference ; and the amount of the compensation so determined 
was directed to be made good to the land revenues of the Crown in 
certain ways (/). 


(«) Crown Lands Act, 18G6 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 17, Sched. II. 

(6) Ibid., s. 21. The management therefore remains with the Commissioners 
of Woods. As to the Crown’s right to mines, see p. 116, ante. 

(c) Ibid,, 8 . 18. 
fd) Ibid., B. 19. 

(e) Ibid., s. 20. Every such portion of the foreshore is to continue to be 
vested, and to be subject to the same powers, rights, and privileges, as if the 
Act had not been passeiL Nothing contained in or done under the Act is to 
take away, restrict, or diminish any lawful powers or rights of the Crown to use 
the foreshore for purposes of salmon fishings {ibid.). 

{/) Ibid., B. 14. The compensation was to bo made good either by the 
release to the land revenues of the Crown within six months after award made of 
any debt due therefrom to the Consolidated Fund, the release to bo made by 
Treasury warrant ; or by the transfer to the Consolidated Fund within a siinilar 
period of the charge for any pensions, annuities, or other annual payments pay- 
able out of the land revenue of the Crown, the (diarges so transferred to be 
specified by Treasury warrant, which was to be enrolled in the Court of 
Exchequer, now the Central Office of the High Court of Justice. On issue of 
the warrant the charges specified were to become charged upon the Consolidated 
Fund, and the land revenues of the Crown discharged therefrom. The balance, 
if any, of the compensation, as specified by Treasury warrant, was directed to bo 
charged upon the Consolidated Fund and payable thereout at such periods and 
in such proportions as the Treasury by warrant should direct, so that the whole 
should be paid within ten years after the award was made. Copies of Treasury 
warrants made in pursuance of these provisions were directed to bo laid before 
both Houses of Parliament, /ttd., ss. 14, 15. 
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Constitutional Law. 


Bbct. 9. 269. If it appears to the Treasury, on the representation of the 

Surrendered Commissioners of Woods and the Board of Trade, that the transfer 
Bevenues of any foreshore (g) from the management of the Commissioners 
arising fSrom jq of the Board, or vice versa, would be convenient for the 
purpose of administration, the Treasury may, by order, make 
such a transfer, with or without payment in respect of the same, 
Transfers as they think fit, subject and without prejudice to the rights and 

from Com- interests, if any, of any other person therein (h). 

missioners o foreshore so transferred to the Board of Trade is to be subject 

to the like provisions and is to be dealt with as if it had been trans- 
ferred in the manner stated above (t), and compensation had been 
paid therefor to the land revenues of the Crown (/c). Any foreshore 
so transferred to the management of the Commissioners of Woods 
is to be subject to the like provisions and be dealt with as if it had 
been excepted from transfer to the Board of Trade under the above 
provisions (Z). 


Woods to 
Board of 
Trade, nn<l 
Hce cvrta. 


Disputed 270. If any claim to any foreshore on the part of the Board of 
claims. Trade, the Commissioners of Woods, or the Chancellor and Council 
of the Duchy of Lancaster is disputed by any oi those departments, 
the Board of Trade or the Commissioners of Woods, with tho 
consent of the Treasury and the Chancellor and Council of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, may enter into an agreement for settling the 
dispute. Such agreement may provide for tho payment to or by 
the Board of Trade or the Commissioners of Woods by or to tho 
Chancellor and Council of the Duchy of Lancaster of any sum of 
money in satisfaction of any claim which the department to whom 
the money is paid may have had to the foreshore which is tho 
subject of the agreement (m). 

Any agreement under this provision must be executed on tho part 
of the Chancellor and Council of the Duchy of Lancaster, under tho 
hand and seal of the Chancellor and attested by the Clerk of tho 
Council (n). 


Powers of 271. The Board of Trade may exercise with regard to the foreshore 
Tr^ all the powers, authorities, rights, and privileges which the Commis- 

sioners of Woods might have exercised in relation thereto at the 
time of transfer (o),and all deeds and instruments made by the Board 


(ff) “ Foreshore ” in connection with this provision is to have the eamo mean- 
ing as in the Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62^ as to which seo p. H2, 
ante (Crown Lands Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 11). 

(h) Ibid., 8. 2 (1). 

li) Nameh', under the Crown Lands Act, 18CG (29 & 30 Viet. c. 02). 

\k) Crown Lands Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 28), 8. 2 (2) (a) ; and for tho provisions, 
Bco p. 143, ante. 

(0 Ibid., 8. 2 (2) (h). 

(m) Ibid., 8. 3 (i), (2). Any money due from or received by tho Board of 
Trade, the Commissioners of Woods, or the Chancellor and Council of the 
Duchy of Lancaster under this provision is to bo paid or applied os if payable 
or received for the p\irchase or ^e of lands (ibid., e. 10). 
f«) Ibid., 8. 3 (3)T- 

fo) Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 8. Under s. 10 tho 
flowing provisions are expressly made applicable to the Board of Trade: 
Crojm Lands Act, 1829 (10 Oeo. 4, c. 60), s. 74 (exoneration of purchasers as to 
application of purchase-xnoney; see p, 163, jpost) ; s. 77 (exemption of grants etc. 
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of Trade are to be executed and signed by one of the secretaries or 
assistant secretaries to the Board. But no officer of the Board so 
executing or signing is to become personally chargeable (p). 

272. Money received by the Board of Trade in exercise of the 
above powers which would have been carried by the Commissioners 
of Woods as annual income to the Consolidated Fund is to be paid 
into the Exchequer to form part of the Consolidated Fund (q). Money 
similarly received, and which would have, been applied as capital by 
the Commissioners of Woods, is to be applied towards the reduction 
of the National Debt in the manner directed by Treasury minute or 
warrant, which must be laid before both Houses of Parliament (r). 

273. The Board of Trade may (s) demise and lease (or enter into 
contracts or agreements for that purpose) all the estate, right, 
title, and interest of the Crown, in right of the Crown, in any 
portions of the shore of the sea or its arms or of navigable rivers, 
or in lands derelict or gained from the sea or its arms or navigable 
rivers, for a term not exceeding ninety-nine years (0- 

274. Previously to commencing any work below high-water 
mark with respect to a harbour, port, bay, estuary, or navigable 
river comprised in a notice given by the Admiralty under s. 9 
of the Harboui's Transfer Act, 1862(a), plans, specifications, and 
working drawings of the same must bo deposited at the Admiralty 
office for the approval of the Admiralty (h ) ; and with respect to ail 
other parts where the tide flows, previously to commencing any work 
below high-water mark, such plans etc. must be deposited at the office 
of the Boai^ of Trade for the approval of the Board of Trade (c). 


from siamp duties ; see p. 154, post ) ; ss. 81 — 85 (provisions as to receivers; see 
p. antt)\ ss. (K) — 93 (distraint for and arrears of rent; sec p. 1G3, i)ost)\ 
e. 94 (disputes as to boundaries; see p. 17G, post), except that the consent 
of ail}" authority, or enrolment of any instrument required tbereunder, is not to 
bo requisite. Under s. 11 of the Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 cfe 30 Viet. c. G2), 
the provisions, as to settlement of disputed claims, of the Crown Lands Act, 18o3 
(IG & 17 Viet. c. 56), s. 5, as amended by ss, 26— 29 of the Crown Lands Act, 1866 
(29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), are extended to the Board of Trade, except that the consent 
of any authority is not to be required (see pp. 155, 174, 176, poat^ for these 
provisions). 

(р) Crown Lands Act, 180G (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), b. 9, 

(7) Ibid, s. 12. 

( /•) Jbid.s s. 13. 

(si In the execution of the powers of leasing contained in the statutes recited 
in tne preamble to the Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99), namely, the 
Crown Lands Acts, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), ss. 23, 28, 30, 61 ; and 1832 (2 & 3 
Will. 4, c. 1) ; and the Crown Lands (Scotland) Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 69). 

(0 Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99), s. 1. When a lessee covonants 
and agrees to make embankments or do other acts necessary for reclaiming the 
land or to construct and oiect wharves, docks, or other works on it to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioners and for the permanent improvement of the 
value of the land, it is not necessary for the lessee to agree or enter into a con- 
tract to erect other buildinM on the land, other than as above stated. As to the 
registration of land below mgh- water mark at ordinary spring tides, see p. 177, 
post. As to leases of foreshore etc. made by the Bishop of Durham prior to the 
23i‘d day of July, 1858, see p. 114, ante, 

(a) 25 & 26 Viet. 0. 69. 

U) Such approval must be made in writing bythe Secretary of the Admiralty* 

(с) Improvement of Land Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet, a 114), 8. 40. Theapproval 
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Constitutional Law. 


Sbot. 2 . 275. If the Admiralty or the Board of Trade order a local 
Snrrendered survey and examination of an embankment or work proposed to be 
Bevenaes constructed under the powers of the Improvement of Land Act, 
tiisiiig from 1864 (d), in, over, or affecting a tidal or navigable water or river or 
of the intended site of the same, the costs of the local examination 
are to be defrayed by the landowner (e). 

Protection ot One month’s notice in writing of an application to register the 
foreshore. to land which comprises land below high-water mark at 

ordinary spring tides must be given to the Board of Trade before 
registration (/). 

Pits, shafts, adits, drifts, levels, drains, watercourses, pools, or 
embankments may not be sunk, driven, or made so as to injure, 
weaken, or endanger, or be likely to injure, weaken, or endanger, 
piers or other structures on or near the foreshore (ff). 

A local authority may not take, use, or interfere with the shore 
or bed of the sea or of any river, channel, creek, bay or estuary, 
or land and hereditaments, subjects, or right of any description 
belonging to the Crown, in right of the Crown, without sanction (h). 


Oyster and 

mussel 

fishery. 


276. Where an order (i) lias been made for an oyster and 
mussel fishery (/c) on part of the seashore (/) under the management 


is to bo in writing under the hand of the Secretary of the Admiralty and one of the 
Secretaries of the Board of Trade, the work to be constructed only in accord- 
ance with such respective approval ; when commenced or constructed, the same 
may not be altered or extended without obtaining previous consent an'd approval ; 
if such work is commenced or completed, or altered, extended, or constmeted, 
contrary to the provisions of the Act, the Admiralty or the Board of Trade, os 
the case may require, may abate, alter, and remove the same a^d restore the 
site to its former condition, at the cost and charge of the person or company 
executing the work, recoverable as a debt due from such person or company to 
the Crown, 

The powers and duties of the Commissioners appointed under the Improvement 
of Land Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 114), were tmnsfeiTod to the Board of 
Agriculture (now the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries) by tlie Board of 
Agiiculture Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 30). 

(d) 27 & 28 Viet. c. 1 14. As to the powers of the Commissioners under this Act 
being transferred to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, see note (c), supra, 

(e) Ibid,, 8. 41. The amount of tho costs is a debt due to the Crown from the 
landowner, and if not paid on demand may be recovered as a debt duo to the 
Crown, with the costs of suit, or may be recovered, with costs, as a penalty may 
be recoverable from the landowner. 

(/) Land Transfer Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 87), s. GG ; see p. 177, posL 

M Crown Lands Act, 186G (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 23. 

(//) The saving of the Crown rights in geneial by the Public Health Acts 
Amendment Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 53), and in particular as above stated, is more 
fully set out at p. 205, post, 

(i) Under the Sea Fisheries Act, 18G8 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 45), and the Acts 
amending the same. 

(k) The words “ oysters ** and ‘‘ mussels ” include the brood, ware, hall-ware, 
spat, and spawn of oysters and mussels respectively; and the expression 

oyster and mussel fisnery ” includes a fishery for either oysters or mussels 
separately, and the term ** oyster or mussel fishery ” includes a fishery for both 
oysters and mussels. The provisions of the Act apply in the case of any fishery 
to oysters and oyster ^ound and beds alone, or to mussels and mussel ground 
and beds alone, or to both oysters and mussels and oyster and mussel ground and 
beds, according as the right of fishery is for oysters alone, or for mussels alone, 
or for both oysters and mussels (see Fisheries Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet c. 45), s. 28). 
(i) Within the meaning of tM last-cited Act 
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of the Commissioners of Woods or of the Board of Trade, the 
Commissioners or the Board of Trade, as the case may be, may 
grant a lease (vi) for a term not exceeding sixty years (n). 

277. All persons entitled in right of or under the Crown to, or 
to the management of, any beds, seams, veins, mines, or quarries in 
or under the foreshore, or in or under any lands immediately 
adjacent thereto, and their respective tenants, are empowered to 
take into possession, or use, or pass through, over, or under, any 
portion of the foreshore under the management of the Board of 
Trade to do certain specified acts, subject to certain provisions as to 
notice, compensation for damage, and for the preservation of piers 
or other structures in or near the foreshore and the safety and 
accommodation of the public (o). 

278. Nothing in the Crown Lands Act, 186G(a), is to extend or be 
construed to extend or increase the powers or authorities, rights or 
privileges, of the Crown over the foreshore, or any part thereof, but 
as between the Crown and all other persons such powers and rights 
are to continue as the same existed prior to the Gth August, 18GG (6). 
The Act also contains a saving to all persons and bodies politic 
or corporate, and their respective representatives (other than His 
Majesty in right of the Crown) of all such estates, rights, titles, 
claims, and demands whatsoever as they respectively had on the Gth 
August, 186G, or might or could have had if the Act had not been 
passed (c), 

Sub-Sect. 4. — The Disposition of Crown Lands before 1829. 

279. Although the disposition of Crown lands is mainly 
regulated by more recent enactments, which are dealt with sub- 
sequently (d), the Crown Lands Act, 1702(e), has not been wholly 
repealed, and it is therefore necessary to refer to the powers of 
disposition thereunder. As from the 25th of March, 1702 (/), all 


(m) Of BO much of the seashore under their management for a period not 
exceeding the duration of the rights conferred by the order and not exceeding 
sixty years. Any lease of seashore granted for a longer term than thirty-one 
years by the Board of Trade before 14th August, 1885, the date of the pa.«sing 
of the Crown Lands Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 79), in respect to a fishery 
comprised in an order made under the Sea Bisherios Act, 1808 (31 & 82 Viet, 
c. 45), and the Acts amending it is valid as if granted under the Crown Lands 
Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 79). 

(7j) Crown Lands Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 79), s. 3. The two recitals in 
this section were repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, 
c. 22). 

(o) Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 22. 

(a) 29 & 30 Viet. c. 62. The provisions of the Act are given on pp. 142 d eeq,^ 
ante, and in sub-sect. 5, post, 

(5) Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 25. The date is that on 
which the Act came into force. 

(c) Ibid,f s. 31. 

{d) See p. 151, post. 

ie) 1 Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, c. 7, Ruff. 

(/) Namely, the date of the passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. 
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Constitutional Law. 


Sect. 2. grants, leases or other assurances made of granted by the Crown (g) 
Surrendered of lands or other hereditaments (//) (advowsons of churches and 
Kevenues vicarages only excepted) in England, Wales, or the town of Ber wick- 
arising from upon-Tweed, belonging to thfe Crown, or persons in trust for the 
Cro^ Crown, in possession, reversion, remainder, use, or expectancy (?) to 
L^s. person, body politic or corporate, by which any estate or interest 

may pass from the Crown, are void and of no effect {k)^ unless the 
grant, lease, or assurance is made for a term or estate not exceeding 
thirty-one years or three lives, or for a term of years determinable 
upon one, two, or three lives, and unless made to commence from the 
date of the making thereof ; and, if the grant, lease, or assurance is 
made to take effect in reversion or expectancy, unless the same, 
together with any estates in possession, does not exceed three lives or 
the term of thirty-one years in the whole ; and unless the tenant is 
liable tq ininishment for waste, and the ancient or most usual rent or 
more is reserved, or such rent as has been reserved and paid for the 
lands or other hereditaments for the greater part of twenty years 
before the making of the grant or assurance ; and, where no rent has 
been reserved or payable, unless a reasonable rent, not being under 
the third part of the clear yearly value of the lands or hereditaments, 
is reserved ; and unless the respective rents be made payable to the 


C. 1; stat. 1, c. 7, ffuff.)- The Act was repealed by statute 19 Geo. 3, c. 45, 
8. 1, so far as it related to the sale of fee farm or other rents remaining 
unsold by the trustees for the Crown (see as to these p. 1*19, post), or trustees 
within the surrey or receipt of the Duchy of Lancaster (see p. 224, jmt)^ or to 
the appropriation of the money to arise by any sale or sales of the same ; and 
also so far as it related to any manors, messuages, lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments, within or parcel of the honours, manors or lordships of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, then held by copy of court roll, or being of the nature of copyhold 
or customary tenure, or to any fines payable to TIis Majesty, his heirs or 
successors, upon descent or alienation of the same (see also note (5), 224, 

post, and note («), p. 225, post). 

The recital in the Crown Lands Act, 1702, s. 5 states in effect that the 
necessary expenses of supporting tho Crown, or the greatest part of thorn, 
were formerly defrayed by a land revenue which had from time to time been 
impaired and diminished by grants of former Sovereigns, so that tho land 
revenues of the Crown could then afford very little towards the support of the 
government but upon determination of tbo particular estates on which many 
reversions and remainders in tho Crown depend or expect, and by such lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments as might thereafter descend, escheat, or other- 
wise accrue or come to the Crown. The Act was therefore passed in order that 
the land revenues of the Crown in fines, rents, and other profits might thereafter 
be increased and tho builhcn upon the estates of the subjects of the realm might 
be eased and lessened in all future provisions to bo made for the expenses of the 
civil government. By s. 9 of the Act there is a general saving to all persons, 
bodies politic and corporate, of such rights, titles, estates, customs, interests, 
claims, and demands in or to tho revenues, lands, and hereditaments as they 
had before the making of tho Act. 

(i/) Namely, under the Groat Seal of England, Exchequer seal, seals of 
tho Duchy and County Palatine of Lancaster, or by copy of court roll or other- 
wise. 

{h) Manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, tithes, woods, or other 
hereditaments. 

(t) Whether in rmht of tho Crown of England or as part of the Principality 
of Wales or of the Duchy or County Palatine of Lancaster or otherwise. 

(k) The words “void and of no effect” must now be read as subject to the 
further powers of disposition given by subsequent statutes. 
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Crown daring the whole term of the continuance of the lease or 
grant (f). 

280. Where the greatest part of the yearly value of tenements 
or hereditaments belonging to the Crown at the time of making a 
lease or ^ant consists of buildings which may need to be repaired 
or re-edified, the Crown may lease or grant the same for a term 
not exceeding fifty years or three lives (in). 

281. Gifts, grants, alienations, leases, and assurances made of 
any of the lands or hereditaments or revenues (n) of the Crown 
contrary to the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (o), are 
void without inquisition, «ctrc facias, or other proceeding to determine 
the same (p). 

282. The Crown Lands Act, 1702 (q), does not disable the rvcsUtution 
Crown from making grants or restitution of estates forfeited for forfeited 
treason or felony, or from granting, demising, or assigning lands or ^ 
hereditaments taken or seized upon outlawry, or taken in execution 

for debts due to the Crown ; or from making grants or admittances 
which of right or custom ought to be made of copyhold lands or here- 
ditaments part of a manor of the Crown ; or disable trustees for Fee farm 
sale of fee farm (r) and other rents from executing the trusts, reuU. 
powers, or other things to be done by them in accordance with the 
several statutes for that purpose (s). 

283. If persons, or bodies politic or corporate, hold or possess lands Protection 
or hereditaments (0 by original grant or lease or assignment made 

(ZJ Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; etat. 1, c. 7, Ruff.), s. 5. None 
of tne provisions and restrictions in this Act or in any other Acts of Parlia- 
ment relating to manors, messuag^, lands, tenements, leases, or hereditaments, 
or other real or heritable property or estate vested in or belonging to the Crown, 
in right of the Crown, extends to the private estates of tho Sovereign (Crown 
Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 67), ss. 2, 12. See also p. 274, post). 

{in) Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1, stat. 1, c. 7, Ruff.), s. 6. Tho lease 
or grant is to commence from the date or making of the same, or if it is made 
to take effect in reversion or expectancy, then so that tho same, together with 
the estates in possession of the same tenements or hereditaments, do not exceed 
fifty years or three lives from such date or making ; and so that tho same bo 
not made dispunishable of waste, and so that there is reserved as much rent as 
is required by the Act in case of a lease not exceeding thirty-one years or throe 
lives (see p. 148, awfe), and not otherwise. This section is repealed by statute 
34 Qoo. 3, c. 75, s. 1, so far as contrary to any of tho provisions of that Act-^ 
that is, as to leases and grants under the Groat Seal or the seal of the Exchequer. 

The statute 34 Qoo. 3, c. 75, is itself repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 

1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 101). 

hi) See note (/), p. 147, ante. 

(o) 1 Ann. 0 . 1 ; stat. 1, c. 7, Ruff. 

(jp) Ibid.y s. 7. This must bo read subject to the powers and provisions of 
subsequent statutes. 

(q) 1 Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, c. 7, Ruff. 

(r) Where fee fai-m rents and other rents intended to be sold are described in 
deeds etc. by tho like names as in indentures of bargain and sale, such names 
are sufiBcient for the piu^oses of the Pleading Act, 1711 (10 Ann, c. 28, o. 18, 

Ruff.), 8S. 4, 5. 

(«) Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, c. 7, Ruff), s. 8 ; and as to 
foe farm rents in the Duchy of Lancaster, see note (/), p. 148, an<c, and 
liote (j), p. 224, post. 

{f) Manors, lands, tenements, or hereditaments* 
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by the Crown («) for a term of years, for life or lives, in fee simplt 
orfee tail, or other estate upon a rent, service, or other duty 
Reserved or payable under a condition or liinitation of re-entry oi 
Sr or to be void in default of payment of the rent or per- 
formance of the service or duly, and if after default made the rent, 
service, or other duty has been answered, paid, or done to the 
Crown (x) before advantage of the forfeiture lias been taken, and 
before a commission awarded to inquire or other process issued as 
to the forfeiture or non-payment of rent, in such cases no advantage is 
to be taken by the Crown by reason of the forfeiture 0/), and no person 
claiming under the Crown may take any advantage of such default (a). 


Former 284. In grants by the Crown during pleasure of lands, tene- 

grauts must ments, ofiSces, or any other things the determination of former 
be stated. grants must be stated (h). 


Protection 285. Where grants (c) of lands or hereditaments (d) had been 
of purchasers made by letters patent of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. since 
Mtatra^et^ the 4th of February, 1585-86, and the patentees (e), having 
sold {/) parts of the lands or hereditaments, had afterwards for 
certain considerations surrendered and given up their letters patent 
into the Chancery, or the letters patent had been otherwise forfeited 
by attainder, lost, cancelled, ymbesiled(//), or by other means had come 
into the hands of the Crown, and the enrolments of the same made 
void, sometimes in part and sometimes wholly, all persons, bodies 
politic or corporate, having any estate, right, title, interest, or 
possession in such lands or hereditaments from oi under the 
patentees, or from or under the estate of others having the estate 
or interest of the patentees or by any other means, might make a 
good title by exemplification or constat of the enrolment of the 
letters patent, which was to be as valid and of the same force and 
effect as the original patent (/«). 


Construction 286. When the Crown gives or grants lands or a manor with 
granu^'^ the appurtenances, without expressly mentioning in the deed or 


(u) In right of the Crown or Duchy of Lancaster or otherwise. 

(x) Into the receipt of the Exchequer or Duchy of Lancaster or Court of 
Wards, or to any other having authority to receive the same. 

(y) Statute 21 Jac. 1, c. 25, s. 1. 

(a) Ibid., B. 2, notwithstanding any law, custom, or usage to the contrary. 

(b) Statute 6 Hen. 8, c. 15. 

(c) The words of the Act (3 & 4 Edw. G, c. 4) are, “ given granted bargained 
sold and exchanged to and with subjects of the realm bodies politic and 
corporate in fee simple fee tail for term of life or years.” 

(d) Honors, castles, manors, lands, tenements, and other hereditaments and 
offices. 

(e) Their heirs, successors, or assigns. 

(/) Bargained, sold, given, exchanged, or demised. 

(y) Sic. 

Ut) Statute 3 & 4 Edw. 6, c. 4. Statute 13 Eliz. c. 6 (repealed by statute 
6 Geo. 4, c. 16, s. 1) explains this statute to the effect that persons claiming 
mims or hereditaments under letters patent from the Crown at any time since 
February 4th (27 Hon. 8, 1535-36) may make a good title as above stated by 
excmplilication or constat under the Great Seal m the enrolment of the letters 
latent or of so much of the same as may serve for the title or claim, provided 
the letters patent were then in force and not tewfolly surrendered or y*««elled i 
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writing knight’s fees, advowsons of churches, and dowers when they 
fall belonging to the manor or land, the latter are reserved to the 
Crown (t). 

287. The Crown may vest in persons, bodies politic or corporate, 
lands for erecting, rebuilding etc. a church or chapel or mansion- 
house for the residence of a minister, or for a churchyard etc. (k). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — T/te Statutory Position of Crown Lands under the Crown Lands 
Acts, 1829 to 1906, and other Acts. 

(1) In General. 


Bmat.i. 

Surrendered 
Revenues 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Vesting lands 
for building 
churches etc. 


288. The Commissioners of Woods, Forests, and Land Coramto- 
Revenues {1) are exempt from personal responsibility in regard to 
mortgages, contracts, leases, or other instruments entered into, from^raonal 
made, taken, or executed by them (m), and all costs, charges, damages, responsibility, 
and expenses incurred by them are to be paid out of the moneys 

received from the possessions and land revenues of the Crown (a). 

The Commissioners are by statute authorised to enter into con- Specific 
tracts, but the estate remains in the Crown ; on a contract entered 
into by them under this authority, and with the consent of the “ 
Treasury, they cannot be sued for specific performance, but the 
contract must be enforced in the ordinary way as in the case of 
estates vested in the Crown (b). 

289. No purchase or sale (except where tire purchase-money does Sales etc. to 
not exceed j£100), and no exchange, lease, or grant, may be made 

by the Commissioners (c) without the previous authority of the jr^ury 
warrauU 

(t) Statute Prerogativa Regis {hicert, temp, c. 17 : 17 Edw. 2, stat. 1, c. 15, 

Ruff.). As to grants by the Crown generally, see Vol. VI., p. 47G; and as to 
matters affecting vendors and purchasers on sales and purchases of lands or 
hereditaments included in grants by the Crown, see pp. 152, 1513, post, 

(A) Gifts for Churches Act, 1811 (51 Geo. 3, c. 115). See p. 192, For 
the redemption of land tax, see p. 178,podf. 

(Z) As to the constitution of the Commissioners, see p. 122, ante. 

(m) And their heirs, executors, or administratoi-s, and their lands, tenements, 
goods, and chattels with regard to the performance of covenants, conditions, or 
agreements in the same. As to the powers of one or two Commissioners of 
Woods to act, see n. 122, ante. 

(а) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Oco. 4, c. 50), s. 17. The “possessions and 
land revenues of the Crown are doscribeil as all honours, hundreds, castles, 
lordships, manors, forests, chases, woods, parks, messuages, lands, titheS| 
fisheries, franchises, services, rents, and other land revenues, possessions, 
tenements, and hereditaments whatsoever (advowsons of churches and vicarages 
only excepted), belonging to the Crown and formerly within the ordering and 
survey of the Court of Exchequer in England or Wales, in Ireland, in the Isle 
of Man and its dependencies, and the Isle of Alderney, whether in possession, 
remainder, or reversion (Crown Lands .A ct, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 60), s. 8). The 
Osborne estate forms part of the hereditary revenues of the Crown (see p. 190, 
post), 

(б) The Commissioners are not entitled to sue, or liable to be sued, for 
specific performance of contracts entered into witi and by them {Nurse y. 

Seymour {Lord) (1851), 13 Beav. 254) ; Fry on Speciffc Performance (1903 ed.), 
p. 110; Robertson, Civil Proceedings by and against the Crown, pp. ^ibetseq. 

A manor is not vested in the Commissioners, but remains in the Crown (A 
v. Powell (1841), 1 Q. B. 352). See p. 194, post. See also title SrECiFio 
Perfoemance. 

(c) Under the powers of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Qeo. 4) o. 50), and 
{semhle) under any subsequent statutes affecting the same. 
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arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Survey to 
be made. 


When 

survey may 
be omitted. 


bbot. 2. Treasury, which must be signified by warrant. The authority may 
Surrendered be given either generally for any particular class of cases or for an v 
Bevennes particular purchase, sale, exchange, lease, or grant, and either with 
or without any condition or restriction, as the Treasury thinks fit (d), 

290 . Before an agreement for a lease, purchase, sale, or exchange 
can be made or entered into by the Commissioners (e) a survey of 
the part of the possessions and land revenues of the Crown proposed 
to be leased, sold, or given in exchange, where the same is capable 
of survey, and an estimate of its value, and also, in the case of a 
purchase or an exchange, a like survey and estimate of the land or 
hereditaments proposed to be purchased or received in exchange, 
must be made in the manner prescribed (/). 

Ko survey or estimate need, however, be made where from the 
nature of lands or hereditaments proposed to be leased, purchased, 
sold, or given or received in exchange, or from any circumstances 
relative thereto, the value cannot be ascertained by a survey or 
inspection ; or where the value of the lands is previously known 
to be so inconsiderable as not to bo worth the expense of taking a 
survey (p) ; 

291 . Where a lease, sale, exchange, or grant made before June 
19th, 1829 (/<), under tlie authority, or supposed authority, of any Act 
passed prior to that date relating to the land revenues of the Crown 
in England or Ireland is defective, void, or liable to be set aside by 
reason of the parties by whom the same purports to have been mads 
not having been authorised to make the same ; or because of the 
absence of a survey ; or on account of the conveyance, deed, or 
instrument by which the lease, sale, exchange, or grant was made 
not having been duly enrolled ; or because the provisions of the Act 
under which the same purported to be made had not been complied 
with ; or by reason of the lease, sale, exchange, or grant not having 
been authorised by, or not being within the provisions and true 
intent and meaning of, the Act, the Commissioners, in case the lease 
or other assurance is not absolutely void, may confirm the same, 
sither in whole or in part, and either absolutely or conditionally, 
and on such terms as they think fit ; or, if it is absolutely void, may 
make a lease or grant of the lands and hereditaments for the pur- 
pose of giving any person, or body politic, coiporatc, or collegiate, 


Confirmation 
of invalid 
sales etc. or 
fresh grant. 


(d) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 60. 

(c) Under the powers of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4 , c. 50), and 
{Bemhle) under any subsequent statutes affecting the sajio. 

(/) The survey and estimate is to be taken and made by a practical surveyor 
or surveyors (named for that purpose bv the Commissioners), who must certify 
by a report in writing the estimated value of the lands or hereditaments 
surveyed and annex to the survey and estimate on oath (or, if ho is a Quaker, 
on affirmation) in the form set out in the section {ibid., s. 61). As to surveys 
in cases of purchases from corporations and incapacitated persons under the 
Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 64, seo p. lG0,po9f. As to 
Crown surveys and extents being evidence, see p. 198, jmL 
{g) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. G2. A survey is not necessary 
in respect of Crown lands in Ireland under certain circumstances {ibid.). 

(A) The date of the passing of the Crown Lauds Act, 1829 GO Geo. 4. 
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an interest therein not greater or more beneficial than tbe estate or 
interest which would have existed under the prior lease, sale, 
exchange, or grant, in case the same had been valid (i). 

292 . No person, or body politic, corporate or collegiate, 
claiming under deeds or instruments, by which leases, sales, 
exchanges, or grants have been or purport to be made by the Com- 
missioners (j) and which have been duly enrolled, is bound to 
inquire whether the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1829, have 
Leen duly complied with or not, or whether the lease, sale, exchange, 
or grant W'as in fact within the Act or not (A*), and every deed or 
instrument by which leases, sales, exchanges, or grants are pur- 
2 )orted to be made and duly enrolled are valid and effectual as against 
the Crown for the purposes for which the same were executed (/). 

293 . Purchasers and other iiersons (m) paying money under the 
Crown Lands Act, 1829 (n), are not bound to see to the application, 
or be answerable for the misapplication or non-ai^plication, of the 
money so jiaid (o). 

294 . The Commissioners may give notices, make claims or 
demands, and depute or authorise any person to make an entry, 
which may bo requisite or expedient to be given or made by or on 
behalf of the Crown, to compel a tenant, lessee, or occupier of 
possessions and land revenues of the Crown (/>) to quit or deliver 
up possession, or to compel the performance of any covenant, 
contract, or engagement in relation thereto, or to recover possession 
on non-performance of any covenant, contract, or agreement, or to 
compel the payment of money in respect of the same, and to give 
any other notice, or make any other claim or demand, or depute 
any other person to make any other entry which may bo requisite 
or expedient to be given or made by or on behalf of the Crown 
touching such possessions or land revenues ( 7 ). 


(») Crowu Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c, 50), s. 4G. 

{j) Under tbo authority of Ibo Crown Lands Act, 1820 ^10 Geo. 4, c. 50). 

(A) IbuLf 8. 73. Such persons are not bound to inquire whether the Com- 
niissionors have been duly authorised by tbo Treasury to make tbo same or not 
[ibid.y 8. CO) ; or whether tbo survey required by tbe Act has been actually made 
or not {ibia,y ss. Cl, 02); or whether, in cases of sales, exchanges, or leases iu 
Ireland, a duplicate of the conveyance, deed, or instrument making the same 
has been duly transmitted to Ireland {ibid,, s. 70). 

(/) Crown iiands Act, 1820 (10 Oco. 4, c. 50). s. 73. Whether a grant by the 
Crown of the foreshore and bod of a river was valid, see Liverpool and North 
Wales Steamship Co,, Ltd, y, Mersey Trading Co., Ltd,, [1909] I Ch. 209, C. A. 
As to the confirmation of invalid leases, sales, exchanges, or grants, see p. 152, 
ante, 

(m) Namely, any body politic, corporate, or collegiate. 

fn) Under the authority of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50). 

( 0 ) Ibid,, B, 74. The provisions of this section are extended and applied, 
mntaiis mutandis, to the Board of Trade by the Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 
Yict. c. G2), B. 10 ; with the exception that such consent of any authority or the 
enrolment of any instrument as is in any case required by ss. 74, 77, 81 — 85, 
90—94 of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 HO Geo, 4, c. 50), is not requisite under 
the Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Yict. c. (see also p. 127, ante), 
ip) To which the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), relates. 

\qS The notices, claims, or demands given or made in writing under the hands 
of tne Commissioners (or any two of them) for any of the purposes above 


Sect. 2. 
Surrendered 
Revenues 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Validity of 

c* 

enrolled etc. 


Protection of 
purchasers. 


Commis- 
sioners may 
give notices 
etc. 



154 


Constitutional Law. 


Sect. 2 . 295 . On any sale, exchange, enfranchisement or other con- 

Surendered veyance of the woods, forests, lands, or hereditaments of the Crown 
^venues made by the Commissioners in exercise of any power conferred 
arising from by the Ci'own Lands Acts, the conveyance may be made subject to 
provisoes for making the same void, or other conditions or 
provisions, as they may deem expedient (r). 

296 . When a right of re-entry upon lands or other heredita- 
ments has accrued to the Crowm, the right may be exercised or 
enforced without inquisition being taken, or office found, or any 
actual re-entry being made on the premises (s). 


Lands. 

Conditions in 

conrejonccs 

etc. 

Be-cntiy. 


Ravin" under 297 . All leases, deeds, contracts, and agreements made or 

Crown Lands entered into by the Commissioners or by the Surveyor-General of 
Act, 1832. Works and Buildings relating to the estates and possessions of the 
Crown are, from and after the appointment of the Commissioners 
under the Crown Lands Act, 1882 (/), to remain in force as if the 
latter Act had not been passed (a). 


stamp duty, 298 . Except where express provision to the contrary is made by 
the Stamp Act, 1891 (i), or any other Act, an instrument relating to 
property belonging to the Crown, or being the private property 
of the Sovereign, is charged with the same duty as an instrument 
of the same kind relating to property belonging to a subject (c). 

Certain deeds, receipts, certificates, bonds, and other instruments 
made or entered into by or with the Commissioners are exempted 
from ad valorem or other stamp duty imposed by Acts in force prior 
to June 19th, 1829 (d), or by subsequent Acts, unless specially 
subjected thereto by any of the latter (<?)• 


mentioned, and entries into or upon any of such estates or possessions, are valid 
and eifectual and to be deemed as given and made on behalf of the Crown, any 
law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding (ibid,, s. 92). As to the 
application of the provisions of this section to the Hoard of Trade, see note (o), 
on p. 153, afite, 

(r) Crown Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 62), s. 5. 

(«) Queen’s Remembrancer Act, 1859 (22 & 23 Viet. c. 21), s. 25 ; the words 

or her successors ” in this section were repealed by the Statute Law Revision 
Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Viet. c. 19). 

(<) 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1, under which the duties of tho Surveyor-General became 
separated from those of the Commissioners of Woods and vested in tho First 
Commissioner of Woiksand Public Buildings (see p. 133, ante). 

(a) Ibid., 8. 9. 

lb) 64 & 55 Viet. c. 39. 

(c) Ibid., 8. 119. 

(d) Namely, the date of the passing of tho Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, 
c. 50). 

(e) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), s. 77. The following instru- 
ments are exempted :--(l) Any memorandum, contract, or agreement made or 
entered into bv or with the Commissioners of Woods under the powers and 
provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1829, for the sale, purchase, or exchange 
of estates, manors, lordships, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, or heredita- 
ments, or any tem or interest therein, by the Commissioners ; (2) any deod, 
receipt, or other instrument ^iveu, CTanted, entered into, executed, or mado 
^or the pilose of carrying into efi^t any sale, purchase, or exebange to be 
made by the Commissioners, or which are incidental to or connected with such 
a^e, purchase, or exchange under the Act; (3) any grant by the Commissioners 
under the Act ; (4) any lease, or contract or agrooment for leosei or counterpart 
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299. No auction duty is payable in respect of sales by auction 
by the Commissioners of the possessions or land revenues of the 
(jrown, or of building materials or other goods, chattels, or effects 
on behalf of the Crown under the Crown Lands Act, 1829 ; and 
every such sale and the lands and hereditaments or other property 
or effects sold, and the auctioneer, so far as respects the sale, are 
exempt from rates or duties imposed on sales by auction by statutes 
before June 19th, 1829 {f), and from rates and duties imposed by 
subsequent statutes, unless the same are specially imposed (y). 

300. The Commissioners, or any of them, may, with the consent 
of the Crown, signified in writing under the Boyal Sign Manual, 
and by warrant from the Treasury, make arrangements for the 
adjustment or settlement of doubtful or disputed rights or claims 
of the Crown to real or personal property or forestal rights, the 
management of which would, if such rights or claims were estab- 
lished in favour of the Crown, be vested in or devolve upon the 
Commissioners. 

In making these arrangements the Commissioners (with the 
above-mentioned consents) may either give up or relinquish such 
rights or claims of the Crown, or accept, on behalf of the Crown, 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or sums of money, in lieu and 
satisfaction of any rights or claims generally ; and also may agree 
for the payment to any person of rents or other profits to be derived 
from, or purchase-moneys to be received on account of, the sale of 
such real or personal property or forestal rights. 

Any person claiming to be entitled in possession, either for life or 
for a greater estate, to, and to the rents and profits, or the interest 
or income or the use and enjoyment of, such real or personal 
property or forestal rights, may enter into agreements with the 
Commissioners (/<). 


of lease ; (o) any appointment of officers made by the Commissioners ; (6) any 
certificate for gamekeepers appointed ; (7) any bond given by or for a receiver 
or other officer or agent from or for whom security may bo required by the 
Commissioners. 

The provisions of this section are extended and applied, mnfatis midandts, to 
the Board of Trade by the Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 10. 
See note (o) p, 144, ante. 

As to stamps on grants of franchises and liberties, see Yol. YI., p. 493. 

As to licences or waivers of forfeiture or power of re-entry reserved in leases 
given by the Commissioners of Woods by memorandum in writing without stamp, 
see note (n»), p. 166, post, 

(/) Namely, the date of the passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, 
c. 60). 

(y) Ibid; s. 78. The Auctioneers Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict. c. 16), in its preamble 
recites certain statutes (now repealed), and by s. 2 enacts that after May 8th, 1846 
(the ^te of the passing of the Act), the provisions relating to duties then pay- 
able in respect of auctions or sales by auction are repealed and a new duty on 
the licence to be taken out by auctioneers is imposed. This section was repealed 
by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Yict. c. 66). Ss. 2, 3, and the 
Bwedule of this latter Act were repealed by the Statute Law Bevision Ac^ 
1894 (67 & 68 Yict. c. 56). S. 1 of the Auctioneers Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Yict. 
0; 16), is not included in the repeal of enactments in this schediue. See also 
title Atrenow and Auctzoiueebs, Yol. I., p. 600. 

(h) Grown Lands Act, 1863 (16 & 17 Yict. c. 66), s. 6. ^ When a deed, agree- 
ment, or writing effecting the arrangement is enrolled in the Office of Land 
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301. Nothing in the Crown Lands Act, 1829, affects the rights of 
the Crown, or of the Lord High Treasurer, or of the Commissioners 
of the Treasury, or the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or a grantee of 
the Crown, in respect of any appointment usually made by them, 
or the right of appointment of keepers (?) or other officers in 
the royal forests, so long as the right is vested in any warder or 
ranger of such forests, or the privileges or advantages enjoyed 
or claimed under letters patent granted by the Crown, or its pre- 
decessors, of any office, bailiwick, walk, or lodge, within the royal 
forests (/c). 

302. The Improvement of Land Act, 1864 (/), does not authorise 
persons to purchase, take, use, or interfere with, or the Inclosuro 
Commissioners (m) to make an order with respect to, land, soil, or 
water, or any right in respect of the same, belonging to the Crown, 
in right of the Crown, without the previous consent in writing of 
the Commissioners of Woods or the Commissioners of Works as the 
case may be (n). 

303. A grant from the Crown is proved by production of the 
original under the Great Seal, or the Eoyal Sign Manual (o), or by 
exemplifications or examined copies, or, under the Evidence Act, 
1851 (|;), by certified copies (q). If the original cannot be produced, 
and the vendor’s solicitor informs the purchaser ^Yhero the grant 


Eevenuo Records and Enrolments, it is binding on all parties interested, and is 
evidence that the arrangement is authorised by tho Act, and that tho provisions 
of the latter have been complied with. 

As to the provisions relating to the dischnr^e of debts or sums of money duo 
cither to the capital or the income of the hereditary land revenues of the Crown 
under the management of the Commissioners of Woods, and as to tho arrango- 
inent of disputes where proceedings at law or in equity have been commenced, 
SCO p. 130, ante; as to the power of the Hoard of Trade etc. to settle disputes 
as to forcsliore, sco p. 14-1, a/? /e; as to settlement by arbitration, see p. 175, post 
(t) Master- keepers or under-k copers. 

U*) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 135. The section extends 
to forests to which the Act, and {scmble) any subsequent statutes ailccting the 
same, relate. 

(0 27 & 28 Viet. c. 114. 

{m) By “tho Commissioners” is meant in this Act (see the interpretation 
in 6. 2), as regards lands in Great Britain, tho Inclosure Commissioners for 
England and Wales [now the Board of Agriculturo and Fisheries ; seo tho Board 
of Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 &53 Viet. c. 30), si 2 and Schod. I., and tho Board 
of Agiiculture and Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 31), s. 1], and as regards 
lands in Ireland, tho Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland under the 
Public Works (Ireland) Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 33), and the Drainage (Ire- 
land) Act, 1842 (5 & G Viet. c. 89), and tho several Acts amending tho same. 

(w) Improvement of Land Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 114), s. 35. The rights, 
powers, or estates of the Crown, in right of tho Crown, are not diverted, altered, 
or affected by the Act {ibid,). As to tho power of the Treasur}’ to direct tho cost 
of improvements of Ciown lands to bo charged to tho capital of the land revenues 
of the Crown and repaid out of income, seo p. 127, aiUe; as to compensation 
pa^blo in respect of improvements under tho Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 
(8 Edw. 7, c. 28), seep. 191, post; as to the consent of the Admiralty and Board 
of Trade with regard to tho foreshore under tho Improvement of Land Act, 
1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 114), see p. 145, ante. 

(o) 2 BL Com., 14th ed., p. 346. 
i p) 14 & 15 Viet. c. 99, 8. 14. 

(7) Williams, Vendor and Purchaser, Vol. I., pp. 101, 121: Taylor on 
Evidence, 10th ed.. s. 1109 ^ 



Part VII.— The Kevenues op the Crown. 167 

can be found, the purchaser, it seems, is not entitled to a copy, but Sect. 2 . 
must have it examined at the office where it is kept (r). Surrendered 

Revenues 

304. A purchaser from the Crown is not entitled to covenants arising from 
for title («) ; nor can a right of light be established against the Crown 
Commissioners or against their lessee (t). Lands. 


( 2 ) Sales and Purchases. 

305. The Commissioners of Woods, Forests and Land Eevenues Commia- 
may sell to persons, and bodies politic, corporate or collegiate, the 
possessions and land revenues (it) of the Crown (a), not being part ’ 
of ihe royal forests, parks, or chases (h) in England, subject to the 
consent of the Treasury in certain cases (c). 

Upon a contract or agreement for the sale of a part of the 
possessions and land revenues of the Crown {d) being entered into, 
the purchaser must, if the purchase-money amounts to f 100, pay 
it into the Bank of England {c ) ; but it it does not amount to JBIOO 
the purchaser may either pay it into the Bank of England or Bank 
of Ireland or to the Commissioners or their receivers or agents (/). 

Upon payment of the purchase-money the Commissioners must 
execute a conveyance to the purchaser under their hands and seals 
and give a receipt (g). 


(r) Sudden, Vendor ,aud Purcliascr, 14th cd., p. 431 ; Dart, Vendor and Pur- 
chaser, Vol. I., 7th ed., p. 354. As to grants from the Crown generally, see 
Vol. VL, pp. 47G et seq. 

(«) Sugden, Vendor and Purcha.sor, 14th ed., p. 575, As to how far covenants 
and stipulations in leaseholds are binding as regards the Crown after escheat, 
see Co. I^tt. 215 a ; Shop. Touch. 150. As to tho general practice affecting 
vendors and purchasers of Crown lands, sco title Salk of Land. 

U) Wheaton v. Maple & Co.y [1893] 3 Ch. 48, C. A. ; and seo Vol. VL, p. 485. 

(u) As to what tho term “ possessions and land revenues of tho Crown ’’ 
comprises, seo p. 151, ante, 

{a) To whicli the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Oeo. 4, c. 50), and, semhley any 
suDsequent statutes affecting tho same relate. 

(5) As to tho provisions relating to the royal forests, see p. ISl, post, 

(cl Crown Lauds Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), s. 34. Whero the consent of 
the Treasury is required it is so stated in the text or notes, as the case may be. 
As to tho powers of trustees for life, trustees for incapacitated persons etc. to 
purchase Crown lands, see p. IGO, post. As to tho exemption from ad valorem 
or other stamp duty on deeds, receipts, or other instruments for the purpose of 
carrying into effect any sale, purchase, or exchange made by the Coinmis- 
Bionors, seo p. 151, ante. No auction duty is payable in respect of sales by 
auction by the Commissioners of Crown lands, or of building materials or 
other goods, chattels, or effects on behalf of the Crown (see p. 155, ante). 

(d) To which tho Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Oeo. 4, c. 50), and, semhley any 
subsequent statutes affecting the same relate (not being a subsisting lease which 
may have been purchased or taken as mentioned in that Act). 

(e) Or if the hereditaments purchased are situated in Ireland, then either into 
the Bank of England or the Bank of Ireland at his option. The cashiers of the 
Bank of England or the Bank of Ireland, as tho case may be, upon the production 
of a note signed by the Commissioners of Woods stating the sum to be paid to 
their account, must accept the same and carry it to the account of the 
Commissioners and give a receipt for it without fee or reward. 

(/) Appointed by them for that purpose. 

(</) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 60), s. 35. (the forms of the con- 
veyance or receipt are to be either in the forms set out in the schedule to the 
Crown T^onds Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), or in any other form deeinod more 
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skjt. 2. 806. On the sale (h) of quit rents or other rents the conveyance 

Snirendered mast express ^yhether they are to be extinguished or to be held and 
Bevenaes enjoyed by the purchaser or his trustee ; and m the former case 
ailsing from immediately upon the execution of the conveyance the rent becomes 
Crown extinguished, and in the latter case it becomes vested in and payable 
L^ds. |.Q purchaser (i). 


Conveyance 
of rents sold. 

Power to sell 
Interest of 
Crown. 


307. Where in an action or other proceeding (j) it appears to 
the court that the Crown is entitled to an hereditament, corporeal 
or incorporeal, or to an estate or interest, legal or equitable, the 
court may (A) order a sale of the hereditament, estate, or interest (Z). 


Release from 308. The Commissioners, with the consent of the Treasury, may 
covenants. release, by licence or waiver in writing, from any covenant, condi- 
tion, or agreement contained in a grant or other conveyance (?/i). 


Cbmmis- 309. The Commissioners may purchase, on behalf of the Crown, 

*ur^ base lands or hereditaments (n) in fee simple, or copyhold lands or 
pure ase. hereditaments (o) the freehold of which is in the Crown, or rents, 
pensions, annuities, fuel rights, rights of common, or other charges 
or rights, whether in fee simple or not, which are issuing out of or 
charged upon or extend over the possessions and land revenues of 
the Crown (p). 


conveDient. Tho conveyances and receipts must be attested, as to their execu- 
tion and signature by a commissioner, by at least one witnes.^, and tbe 
conveyance passes all tho estate, right, and interest of the Crown to tho pur- 
chaser for such estate, to such use, upon such trusts, and to such intents and 
purposes (if any) as by the conveyance or by rofcronco therein to any other 
insh’ument or deed is expressed concerning the same. 

(h) Under the authority of tho Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Qoo. 4, c. 50), 
and, eemh/e, any subsequent statutes affecting tho same. 

(/) And his trustee, or his heirs or successors and assigns {ibid., s. 3G), tho 
quit rent or other rent being payable half-yearly on March 25th and 
September 29th in every year and recoverable by distress and by impounding 
and selling the goods, chattels, or effects distrained, as in tho case of rent- 
charges. 

(j) In the Iligh Court of Justice or in tho Court of Chancery of the County 
Palatine of Lancaster. 

{k) On the application or with the consent of tho Attorney-General, notwith- 
standing that no ofheo has been found and no commission issued or executed 

(/) Intestates Estates Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 71), s. 5(1); and see lie 
PratVa Trusts^ [1886] W. N. 144. Ihe portion of tho not proceeds of sale ropre- 
seating the interest of the Crown must be paid, invested, transferred, sold, 
or disposed of in manner provided by s. 4 of the Treasury Solicitor Act, 1876 
039 & 40 Viet. c. 18). Sub-s. 2 of s. 5 of tho Intestate Estates Act, 1884, 
airects that s. 1 of the Trustee Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 55), applies on Buch 
sales as if the estate or interest of the Crown comprised in the sale were vested 
in a subject. S. 1 of the latter Act was repealed by the Trustee Act, 1893 
(56 & 57 Viet. c. 53). s. 51 and schedule ; see Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 63 
Viet. c. 03), s. 38 (1). As to the effect of the incorporation of a repealed 
statute in a sub^uont unrepealed statute, see title Statutes. As to escheat of 
real estate, see titles Ciioww PRACTICE ; Heal Property and Cdattbls Beal. 

(m) See p. 167, paaL 

(n) Manors, lordships, messuages, lands, tenements, or hereditaments. 

(o) As to^ the provisions relating to the purchase, under the Crown Lands 
Act, 1841 (5 Viet. c. 1), 8. 6, of copyhold lands adjoining to, or desirable to be 
held with, freehold hereditaments of the Crown, see p. 194, post* 

ip) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 52. The form of conveyances 
of lands or hereditaments so purchased are to bo similsr to conveyanoes to the 
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310. The Commissionerg may take leases of lands or heredita- Sect. ?. 
ments (q), and enter into contracts and agreements for that purpose, Smrendered 
on behalf of the Crown from any persons and bodies politic, Bevennes 
corporate, or collegiate for a period, at a rent, and with or without arising from 
a fine, and subject to covenants, conditions, and provisions and on CroTO 
terms, as the Commissioners think proper (r). They may also 
purchase subsisting leases or terms of years of such lands or And take 
hereditaments, whether part of the possessions and land revenues teaaea, 

of the Crown or not (»), and enter into like contracts and agree- 
ments (/) ; and may cause the leases (w) purchased or taken in 
exchange to be gi'anted or assigned to trustees for the Crown, who 
are to be indemnified by the Commissioners from the rents and 
covenants to be paid or observed by the lessees (v). 

311. Where a subsisting lease of any part of the possessions Surrender etc. 
and land revenues of the Crown (w) is purchased or taken in of Purchased 
exchange by the Commissioners (x), the Commissioners may 

either cause the same to be surrendered to the Crown, in order 
that the residue of the term for which the lease was granted may 
merge in the inheritance and become extinguished, or cause the 
same to be assigned to trustees for the Crown in order that the 
same may be kept on foot distinct from the inheritance (.»/). 

312. The powers of sale and exchange given to the Commis- i^euicsmay 
sioners (^) extend to enabling them to sell or exchange leases 
purchased or taken, or which have been contracted for under 

any of the Acts repealed by the Crown Lands Act, 1829, and which 
have not been surrendered and merged (a). 


Crown of lands and bored i laments received in excbango as stated in note (A), 
p. 1G9, post. Any hereditaments so purchased not becoming extinct by the con- 
veyance or surrender, on completion of the purchase, become part of the posses- 
sions and land revenues of the Crown and subject to the same provisions, 
powers, and authorities in every respect, including the powers and provisions of 
the Crown Lands Act, 1820 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60). 

{<]) Manors, messuages, lands, tenements, or hereditaments. 

(r) Crown Lands Act, 1S29 (10 Geo, 4, c. 60), s. 47. 

(«) To which the Crown Lauds Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), or, aemlhy any 
subsequent statutes affecting the same relate. 

(t) Ihid,y 8 . -18. 

(u) Not being a lease of any part of the possessions and land revenues of the 
Crown to which the Act relates. 

(v) lhid,y s. 49. The representatives of the trustees are to be included in the 
indemnity. 

(tt’) To which the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), or, semhlcy any 
subsequent statutes affecting the same ixilate. 

(x) Or has been contracted for under any of the statutes repealed by that 
statute. 

(?/) Ibid,y 8. 50. 

{z) By the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), and, semhhy any sub- 
sequent statutes affecting the same. 

(a) Ibid»y 8. 51. Upon a contract or agreement for sale of a lease purchased 
or taken under this seotion (s. 51) being entered into by the Commissioners with 
any person or body politic, corporate, or collegiate, under the authority of this 
Act, the purchaser of such lease must pay the purchase-money as directed 
wit^ respect to c^iier parts of the possessions and land revenues of the Crown i 
(see p. 157, ante). Tne Commissioners on a sale of such lease will, on the 
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Sect. 2. 313. Bodies politic or corporate, ecclesiastical or civil, and 

Surrendered trustees possessed of or entitled to leases or terms of years, or 
Revenues manors, lordships, messuages, lands, tenements, hereditaments, 
arising from rents, pensions, annuities, or other charges or rights (b), and 
CroTO tenants for an interest short of an absolute interest in the same, 
LaMs. guardians or committees of infants, lunatics, idiots, or other 

Incapacitated incapacitated persons interested therein, may contract and agree 
^Bonsmay jjjg Commissioners for the sale of the same, and assign, 

■ release, convey, or surrender the same accordingly (c). 


Premises 
must be 
surveyeda 


314 . Where a purchase is made by the Commissioners from 
bodies politic, corporate, or collegiate, or persons under disability 
or incapacity as aforesaid or not having power to sell, except 
under the provision hereinbefore stated, the value of the property 
pui cliased must be ascertained by two practical surveyors, one of 
whom is to be nominated by the Commissioners and the other 
by the vendors, and if the two surveyors do not agree in the 
valuation, then by a third surveyor nominated by them for that 
purpose (d). 


Application 315 . When a purchase is made from bodies politic, corporate, 
of purchase- collegiate, or persons under disability or incapacity, or not 
money. having power to sell (c), and the purchase-money amounts to 
£50, it must be paid into the Bank of England (/) to the account 
of the Paymaster-General, cx parte the Commissioners of Woods, 
without fee or reward (g\ if the property purchased is situate in 


production of the receipt either of the Bank of England or the Bank of Ireland 
for the purchase-money, or, if the same does not amount to £100, then either 
on the production of the receipt or on the payment to them, their receiver or 
agent, of the purchase-money, or, in case of an exchange, on the conveyance or 
assignment of the lands and hereditaments to be received in exchange being 
executed, cause the trustees in whom such lease is vested to assign the same to 
the purchasers or as they direct. 

Such assignments are vahd and effectual, and the parties claiming under them 
hold the leases discharged from any trust for the Crown. 

The Commissioners by such assignment, or by a separate instrument, at tho 
option of the purchaser, in case of a sale, acknowledge tho payment of tho 
purchase-money. 

{h) Which the Commissioners of Woods may be desirous of purchasing 
under the powers of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50). 

(c) Ihid,, 8. 53. Such contracts, agreements, assignment, reloases, convey- 
ances, and surrenders are to be as valid and effectual as if tho same were made 
by persons absolutely entitled to the property sold, and under no disability or 
incapacity. 

(d) Ibid.f 8. 54. As to the form of the oath or affirmation to bo annexed to 
the survey, estimate, or valuation, when completed, and as to the provisions 
relating to surveys to be made previously to leases, purchases, sales, or 
exchanges and the cases in which surveys may be omitted, see p. 152, ante. 

(e) Except under tho provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Qeo. 4, 
c. 50), and, etmUe, any subsequent statutes affecting the same. 

(/) With all convenient sj^ed and with the privity of the Accountant-General 
of the Court of Exchequer [now the Paymaster-General ; see Court of Chancery 
(Funds) Act, 1872 (35 & 86 Viet. c. 44), s. 4]. 

(^) The money is to be applied under the direction of the court by order 
petition to be preferred in a summary way or otherwise as the 
wurt thiMs fit, and in such manner as the court thinks just and equitable, for the 
benefit of the parties interested in or entitled to the property, and until so 
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England or Wales, or into the Bank of Ireland if situate in Ireland ; Sect. 2. 
but if the purchase-money does not amount to £50 it is to be Surrendered 
applied as the Commissioners of Woods think fit for the benefit of Revenues 
the parties interested in such property (/t). ari^ng from 

Where questions arise touching the title of persons to money ^ 
to be paid into the Bank of England (i) or Bank of Ireland, or to 
Bank annuities to be purchased with such money, or dividends 
or interest on the Bank annuities, the persons who are in possession 
of the property so purchased at the time of the purchase are 
deemed to be entitled to the property, according to such possession, 
until the contrary is shown (j). 

316. If the Commissioners (k) purchase a leasehold interest in Purchase- 
Crown land(f), the purchase-money paid for it out of the capital money of 
money of the land revenues of the Crown is to bo repaid out of the 
income of such land revenues by such equal annual instalments as 

will replace the capital money without interest within the period of 
forty years (in). 

The Commissioners may also purchase such leasehold interests 
in consideration wholly or partly of an annuity for a period not 
exceeding forty years («). Those having power to sell such interests 
may, unless expressly prohibited by the terms of the settlement, 
sell the same for such consideration (o). 

(3) Zcase^, 

317. The Commissioners of Woods, subject to the consent or commis- 
approval of the Treasury in certain cases (p), may demise and lease, sionere nmy 
and enter into any contract or agreement for demising and leasing, grant loaics;— 
to any person or body politic, corporate, or collegiate (g), any part 


applied the money, by order of tbe court, is to be invested by the Paymaster- 
General in his name respectively in the purchase of consolidated or reduced 
bank Annuities, and the dividend on or annual produce of the same is to be 
paid, by order of the court, to the persons who would have been entitled to the 
rents and profits of the property sold. 

(/i) Crown Lunds Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 55. 

(i) lu accordance with the directions of tho Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 
Geo. 4, c. 50), or, semhle, any subsequent statutes affecting the saino. 

{j) To tho 8ati.sfaction of tho High Court of Justice. Tho dividends or 
interest on tho Lank annuities to be purchased with such inoiioy, and also 
the capital of tho Lank annuities, must bo paid, applied, and disposed of 
accordingly, unless it is made clear to the court that the possession or receipt 
was wrongful, and that some other person was entitled to tho property {ibid,, 
8 . 66 ). 

(A:) In exercise of tho powers confened by tho Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 
Goo. 4, c. 50), and, semblf^ any subsequent statutes affecting tho samo. 

(/) Under their management. 

(m) From tho date when the purchase takes effect, or within tho un expired 
period of tho term for which tho lease was granted, whichever period is shorter. 

(n) Or the unexpired term for which the lease was granted, whichever period 
is shorter. 

(o) Crown Lands Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 43), s. 4. 

(p) The cases in which the consent or approval of the Treasury is required are 
stated at pp, 192, 201, 203, post ; and see note (a), at p. 188, post. 

(e) Where the words ecclesiastical or civil ** are used, it is so stated in the 
text or notes. 
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Sect. S. 

Surrendered 
Bevennes 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

For thirty* 
one years ; 

For ninety- 
nine years of 
certain 
buildings etc. 


Leases for 
gardens. 


I..ease8 of 
yrm and p^A 
fines eio. 


of the possessions and land revenues (r) of the Crown (s) as 
follows : — 

(1) On occupation leases for a term not exceeding thirty-one 
years from the time of making the lease or agreement for a 
lease (t) : 

(2) On leases for a term not exceeding ninety-nine years from the 
time of making the lease or agreement for a lease of the following 
classes of property (a) ; (a) tenements or hereditaments the greater 
part of the yearly value of which at the time of making the lease or 
agreement for a lease consists of buildings (b ) ; (b) land or ground 
proper for the erection of houses or other buildings thereon with 
or without gardens, yards, curtilages, or other appurtenances to be 
used therewith, and where the lessee or intended lessee covenants 
or agrees to erect a building or buildings thereon of greater yearly 
value than the land or ground (c); (c) land or ground proper for 
gardens, yards, curtilages, or other appurtenances, to be used with 
any other house or building erected or to be erected on ground 
belonging either to the Crown or other proprietor, or proper for 
any other purpose calculated to afford convenience or accommodation 
to the occupiers of such house or building (d). 

But no such land or ground belonging to the Crown, autho- 
rised (e) to be demised for a term not exceeding ninety-nine years, 
may be demised or agreed to be demised for any term which 
extends beyond the duration of the subsisting lease or leases of the 
house or building to which the same is intended to be attached (/) : 

(3) Leases of pra and post fines in Wales and Chester, of 
profits of tolls, markets and fairs, tithes, fisheries, ferries, and other 
articles of uncertain produce, may be granted by the Commissioners 
at a rent only, or at a rent and for a fine as they may think 
proper (( 7 ); _ 

(4) Certain leases may be granted under statutory powers 
existing before the year 1829(//): 


(r) As to what is comprised in the expression ‘ ‘ possessions and land revenues ’* 
of the Crown, see note (a), p, 151, ante. 

(s) To which the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), or, semhie, any 
subsequent statutes affecting the same relate. Those powers do not extend to 
the leasing of the royal forests, parks, or chases in England or any part of 
them (Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 25). As to the powers of 
leasing parts of the royal forests etc., see p. 1^, post; as to the royal parks, 
see p. 1*33, ante. 

(0 Ihid.^ s. 22. As to the general provisions relating to leases, see p. 163, 
post. 

(a) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 23. This proviso is in effect 
recited in the preamble to the Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99). With 
regard to the rents and other general provisions to be reserved and contained in 
these leases, see p. 163, post. 

(h) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), s. 23. 

(c) IhicL As to the general provisions relating to building leases, see p. 161, 

pitSt. 

(il) Ibid. 

(r) Authorised under the provisions above monlioncd. 

(/) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 29), s. 24. 

h) Ibid., s. 32. 

(A) See p. 147, ante. 
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(6) Leases may also be granted of land for Agricultural Holdings 
and Small Holdings and Allotments (t) : (6) Foreshore (&) : (7) Royal 
forests (i) : (8) Lands for Military purposes (wi) : (9) Minerals and 
mines (n) : (10) Parks (o). 

318. The following general provisions are to be observed in 
granting leases (;>) : — 

Leases under the Crown Lands Acts, 1829 and 1845, may be 
either in possession or in reversion, subject to any existing lease, 
or by way of future interest, and subject to certain conditions (q). 

The I’ents are to be reserved and made payable to the Crown 
free and clear of all manner of taxes and assessments whatso- 
ever (r). 

The clear yearly rent to be reserved and made payable during 
the whole of the term granted is to be such as appears to the 
Commissioners a reasonable rent or consideration for the lease («), 
without taking a fine for the same(/), except that in estimating 
the amount of rent to be reserved on a lease the surrender of an 
existing lease of the property comprised in the lease to be so granted, 
or any part of the same, may be taken into consideration by the 
Commissioners ; and the acceptance of such surrender is not to be 
considered as taking a hne within the meaning of the last-mentioned 
provision (a). 

Leases {b) must contain a proviso or condition for re-entry on 
non-payment of rent or non-observance or non-performance of 
covenants by the lessees (o). 

The lessees named in the leases must execute a counterpart of 
the same (d). 


(i) Soo p. 191, post, 

(k) See p. 145, ante, 

(/) See p. 186, post, 

(m) See p. 201, post, 

(n) Se&p. 203, post, 

(o) Soe p. 133, ante. 

Ip) These provisions are enacted by the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, 
c. 60), and extended to leases made under the Crown Ijands Act, 1845 (S & 9 
Viet. c. 99), W the latter Act; see note («), p. 162, mite. 

(q) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Ooo. 4, c. 50), s. 26. Such leases are not to 
extend beyond thirty-one years, or, in the cose of leases for ninety-nine years, 
such lease must not be made for a term which will extend beyond ninety- 
nine years from the time when such lease is made, or if made in pursuance 
of a previous agreement, then from the time when such agreement was 
made. 

(r) Ihid,, s. 27. 

(«) Granted under the powers given by the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, 
0. 50), or, senMe, under any subsequent statutes affecting the same. 

(0 Ibid., s. 28. This proviso is also inserted in the preamble to the Crown 
Lauds Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict c. 99). 

(«) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 50), s. 29. As to the surrendering 
of leases generally, see p. 165, post. 

(b) Granted under the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), or, semUe, 
under any subsequent statutes affecting the same. 

(c) Ibid., s. 27. As to the power of the Crown to re-enter on lands or here- 
ditaments without inquisition being taken or actual re-entry being made on the 
promises, sco p. 154, ante, and Vol. VX, p. 496. 

Id) Ibid, 


Scot. 2. 
Surrendered 
Bevenues 
aiisinff firon 
Crown 
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Lessees may not be made dispunishable for waste, except m 
leases of mines, minerals, quarries, or collieries, and in leases (e) 
for a term not exceeding ninety-nine years, in which leases the 
lessees may be made dispunishable for waste if the Commissioners 
think proper (/). 

319 . In leases for a term not exceeding ninety-nine years of 
lands or hereditaments where at the time of granting the lease (ff) 
there is no substantial building upon the land or ground to be 
demised, and the lessees agree to erect buildings of greater yearly 
value than the land or ground demised or agreed to be demised, 
tlio Commissioners may reserve, during a period not exceeding 
the first three years of the term granted, a nominal rent, or such 
other rent only as they may think fit {/<). 

320 . In such leases to be granted for a term not exceeding 
ninety-nine years of lands or hereditaments, where at the time of 
granting such leases, or (if the leases are granted in pursuance of a 
previous agreement) at the time when the agreement was made, 
there are substantial buildings upon the lands or hereditaments to 
he demised, which are not required or intended or agreed to be 
rebuilt, the Commissioners may take a fine on the granting of 
such lease, but such fine is not to be taken in lieu of a further part 
than one-third of such annual sum as appears to them as a 
reasonable rent or consideration for such lease in case no fine had 
been taken, the remainder of the annual sum being reserved by 
way of rent (i). 

321 . Since the 4th of August, 1845 (/r), the Commissioners 
(with regard to land authorised by the Crown Lands Act, 1829, 
or the Crown Lands Act, 1845, to be let, or agreed to be let, 
for a term not exceeding ninety-nine years for building purposes, 
where the lessees agree to erect buildings thereon (/), may either 
reserve one uniform rent in respect of the same, or may reserve 
separate rents for separate parts of the term demised, or agreed 
to be demised, varying in such manner as is determined on by tbo 


(e) Made under the powers of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Qoo. 4, c. 60), 
and, semhle, any other subsequent statutes affecting the same. 

(/) Ibid., s. 27. As to mining leases generally, see p. 203, post. 

(s) Or, if such lease is granted in pursuance of a previous agreement, at the 
time when such agreement was made. 

(A) J bid., e. 30. This proviso is recited in the preamble to the Crown Lands 
Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. ^). 

(0 Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 31. The amount of the fine is 
not to be less than the sum to which the portion of the annual sum in lieu of which 
it is to be taken would have amounted during the term to bo granted, deductuig 
a discount, computed by way of compound interest, at no hi^er rate than the 
highest legal rate of interest in England, if the property to be demised is in 
England or Wales. As to leases of pros and post tines in Wales and Chester, 
profits of tolls etc., see p. 1C2, aide; as to the reservation of rent in leases of 
mines, see p. 203, post. 

(ft) The date of the passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99). 
B. 3 of t^ Act was repealed by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1875 (38 & 39 
Vict. c. 66), schedule. 

(1) See par, 319, supra. 
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Commissioners of Woods, instead of one uniform rent daring the 3. 

said term (m). Surrendered 

322. A lessee, occupier, or tenant of possessions or land arising from 

revenues (n) of the Crown (o), at an annual rent payable to the Crown 

Crown exceeding £50, being in arrear of rent, or holding in his Lands, 

custody any rent or mesne profits or other profits or produce due or ^ 

belonging to the Crown (p) for three calendar months after application an^I-s'of ** 
for payment (q), must pay interest at the rate of 6 per cent, upon the rent, 
sums so in arrear (r). Such interest may be added to the rent 

etc. so in arrear, and is recoverable by distraint on the part of 
receivers («), together with the costs and expenses of such 
recovery (<)• 

323. Arrears of rent due or owing to the Crown in respect of Arrears may 

the possessions and land revenues of the Crown may, with the . 

consent of the Treasury, be compounded for or agreed upon by the 
Commissioners, where they deem it expedient, with any person. 

The payment of a sum of money so agreed upon is a bar to any 
action by the Crown for recovery of such arrears of rent so 
compounded for (a). 

324. The Commissioners, in the execution of the powers con- Commis- 
tained in the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (6), may accept a surrender 

of any lease of the possessions or land revenues of the Crown, and gurrender eto, 
may grant separate leases of the hereditaments so surrendered, for 
the residue of the term for which the surrendered hereditaments 
were held, and may apportion the rent reserved by the surrendered 
lease as they think fit (c). 


(772) Crown Lands Act, 18*15 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99), 8. 4. All leases, or agree- 
ments for leases, authorised by the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), or 
the Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet, c. 99), are to be maae and entered into 
in the manner and subject to the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1829, 
except so far as altered or extended by the Crown Lands Act, 1845. 

(n) As to what is comprised under ** possessions and land revenues,” see p. 151, 
ante. 

(o) To which the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 60), or, aemWc, other 
subsequent statutes affecting the same relate. 

( p) Arising from any part of such possessions or land revenues. 

\q) Without paying over the same to the receiver authorised to receive it. 
The application may be either personally or by letter from such receiver. 

(r) The interest is calculated from the day the sum became due to the time 
the same is actually paid. 

(«) For the procedure of receivers empowered under the Crown Lands Act, 
1829^0 Geo. 4, c. 60), see p. 139, ante. 

{t)* Ihid.y s. 91. As to the provisions of this section being extended to the 
Board of Trade, see note (a), infra. 

(a) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo, 4, c. 60), s. 93. Notwithstanding any 
Act, law, or usage to the contrary. The provisions of this section are extended 
and applied, mutatie muiandisy to the Board of Trade by the Crown Lands Act, 
1866 (29 & 80 Viet. c. 62), s. 10, with the exception that the consent of any 
authority or enrolment of an instrument as is required by as. 74, 77, 81 — 86, 
90^94 of the Crown Lands Act, 1829, is not requisite under the Crown Lands 
Act, 1866. 

(b) 10 Geo. 4, 0 . 60. 

(c) Crown Lands Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet c. 99), s. 6. Leases made before^the 
4th of August, 1846 (the date of the passiDg of the Crown Lands Act 1846), on 
any such surrender, and which might have been made if the Act W passed 
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325. When a surrender is made of an existing lease for the 
purpose of taking a new lease by virtue of the Crown Lands Act, 
1845 id), the new lease is taken to be a renewal of the surrendered 
lease within the scope and meaning of the 6th section of the Land- 
lord and Tenant Act, 1730(e), so far as to render unnecessary the 
surrender of any underleases previously to the granting of such 
new lease, and to give full effect to such new lease in all respects, 
notwithstanding any underlease may not be surrendered (/). 

326. Where any person, in whom property belonging to the 
Crown is vested under a lease, accepts a new lease of the property, 
either to begin presently or at any time during the continuance of 
the existing lease, the acceptance of the new lease, as from the 
commencement of the term of the new lease, but subject to anything 
to the contrary expressed in the new lease, operates as a surrender 
of the existing lease as to so much of the property demised thereby 
as is demised by the new lease, but without prejudice to any rights 
or liabilities existing at the date of the surrender {g). 

327. When leases are granted, or agreements entered into for 
leases after the 4th of August, 1845 (/i), of land or ground, on which 
any persons to whom such leases may be granted, or with whom 
such agreements may be entered into, may have erected buildings 
which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, were erected in ignor- 
ance of the Crown’s title to such land, such leases may be granted 
or agi-eements entered into (»), but without reference to or taking 
into consideration the value of the buildings so erected, and with 
reference only to the value of the land for building ground, either 
at the time of the erection of such buildings or at the time of 
granting the said lease or of entering into the said agreement, as 
the said Commissioners may think fit {k). 

328. Where any licence or waiver of any forfeiture or power of 
re-entry reserved in any lease granted of the possessions or land 
revenues of the Crown is, after the 4th of August, 1845 (1), given by 
the Commissioners (m), such licence or waiver (unless otherwise 


(so far as relates to any question as to the validity of any such surrender and 
re-grant) are confirmed by this Act. Accepting a surrender of an existing lease 
is not to be considered as taking a fine (see p. 1G3, ante). 

(d) 8 & 9 Viet. c. 99. 

(e) The Landlord and Tenant Act, 1730 (4 Oeo. 2, c. 28), was passed to prevent 
frauds committed by tenants and for the more easy recovery of rents and 
renewal of leases. S. C of this Act relates to leases for lives and leases for years 
and to the leasing out of the property so leased in parcels to several under-tenants. 

(/) Crown Jjands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99), s. 7. 

(v) Crown Lands Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 43), s. C. 

(h) The date of the passing of the Crown T.and8 Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99) ; 
in pursuance of the powers contained in that Act or in the Crown Lands 
Acts, 1829 and 1832 (10 Qoo.4,c. 50, ss. 23, 28, 30, 61 ; 2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 1), and 
the Crown Lands (S^Uand) Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. c. 69), all of which are 
recited in the preamble to the Crown Lands Act, 1845. 

(*) As by the said recited Acts is provided. See preceding note. 

(A-) Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 09), s. 2. 

0 The date of the passing of the Crown Lanu Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet o. 90). 

(m) Such Commissioners Ming authorised to do so by any memorandum in 
Wnting without stamp. 
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expressed) only extends to the actual breach of the particular 
covenant or condition in respect of which the same is given or to 
any specific breach of any proviso or covenant made or to be made, 
but not so as to prevent any proceeding for any subsequent breach 
or omission (unless otherwise specified in such licence) or to the 
actual assignment, underlease, or other matter specifically authorised 
to be done (n). 

329. The Commissioners, with the consent of the Treasury, 
may release, by licence or waiver in writing, a tenant or lessee 
or assignee of a lease of any lands or hereditaments, whether 
part of the land revenues of the Crown or not, which may be 
subject to the management of the Commissioners, from any cove* 
nant, condition, or agreement contained in a lease, agreement 
for a lease, or agreement for a yearly or other tenancy, either made 
or granted before the 30th of June, 1852 (o), or after that date, and 
whether any breach of such covenant or agreement has been com- 
mitted or not, and either absolutely or conditionally on such 
tenant, lessee, or assignee doing such acts, or entering into 
such covenants or agreements or otherwise as the Commis- 
sioners think fit. Any covenant, condition, or agreement made 
or entered into by such tenant, lessee, or assignee in considera- 
tion of such release, so far as regards the rights, powers, and 
remedies of the Crown or of the Commissioners for enforcing 
performance or for re-entry for non-performance or non-observ- 
ance of the same, is to be construed and taken as if tlie 
same were contained in the original lease or agreement for a 
lease, or other agreement, or otherwise as agreed on; and all 
other covenants or agreements and rights of re-entry in such 
leases or agreements not released will continue and remain in force 
as if there had been no such release or waiver or as may be 
agreed on (p). 

The power conferred by this section to release from any covenant, 
condition, or agreement contained in a lease is extended by the 
Crown Lands Act, 1894 (q), to any covenant, condition, or agreement 
contained in a grant or other conveyance (r). 


(n) Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict. c. 99), s. 6. All rights under cove- 
nants and powers of forfeiture and re-enti’j’^ in the lease are to remain available 
as against any subsequent breach of covenant or condition, assignment, under- 
lease, or other matter not specifically authorised or made disjpunishable by su^ 
licence or waiver as if no such licence or waiver had been given ; and the con- 
dition or right of re-entry is to remain as if such licence or waiver had not been 
given except in respect of the particular matter waived or authorised to be done 
or omitted. 

The provisions of this section apply to s. 2 of the Crown Lands Act, 1852 
(15 & 16 Yict. c. 62) (except so far as altered by that Act), as to licences and 
waivers granted under the authority of that Act. 

(o) The date of the passing of the Grovm Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. 
e. 62). 

(p) Ibid., s. 2. The provisions of s. 5 of the Crown Lands Act, 1846 (d ft 9 
Yict, c. 99), apply (except so far as the same are altered by tibia section) to any 
licence or waiver granted under the authority of this Act. 

M 67 ft 68 Yict. c. 43. 

(r) Ibid., 8. 7. 
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330. Where in a lease made before the 4th of August, 1845 («), or 
made after that date (t),' there is a covenant on the part of the 
lessee to insure against fire the buildings erected under, or the here- 
ditaments comprised in, such lease, the Commissioners may release 
by licence or waiver (u) the tenant or lessee from such covenant, 
whether default has been made in the same or not, or from any 
particular breach thereof (a). 

And where such insurance is covenanted to be made in the 
names of the Commissioners or in the joint names of the Com- 
missioners and any other person, or otherwise, the Commissioners 
may designate in writing any persons in whose names such 
insurance is to be made in lieu of the names of the Commissioners. 
The names of such persons are to be equivalent to the names of 
the Commissioners for the purposes of such insurance and cove- 
nant until such designation is revoked in writing and new persons 
appointed for such purposes by the Commissioners ; or such 
insurance may be made in the name of such Commissioners as 
if they were a corporation, or jointly in such name and in the 
names of other persons (6). 

Such Commissioners by their name alone or jointly with other 
persons (as the case may be) can sue and recover and receive under 
such policies of insurance (c). 

Such insurances made in the names of persons so nominated 
either solely or jointly with other persons (as the case may be), or 
in the names of the Commissioners either jointly or solely and as 
they direct, is to be deemed a compliance with and performance 
of a covenant entered into to insure in the names of the 
Commissioners either solely or jointly with other persons or 
otherwise (d). 

331. Deeds, receipts, or other instruments made or entered 
into by the Commissioners for tlio purpose of carrying into 
effect any lease, or contract or agreement for a lease, or counter- 
part of lease, are exempted from ad valorem or other stamp 
duty (e). 

332- A leasehold interest in Crown lands may ho purchased by 
the Commissioners (/). 

333. The Commissioners may confirm leases etc. where defective 
or liable to be set aside etc. ig). 


(s) The date of the passing of tho Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict 
c. 99). 

(<) In pursuance of the powers in the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Qeo. 4, c. 50), 
or the Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99), contained. 

(«) See p. 167, ante. 

(a) Crown Lands Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict. c. 99), s. 8. 

(b) Ibid. 
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(4) Exchanges. 

334. The Commissioners of Woods may (h) exchange any part of 
the possessions and land revenues of the Crown (i) for other lands or 
hereditaments belonging to any persons, or bodies politic, corporate, 
or collegiate, and for the purpose of effecting such exchange the 
Commissioners may enter into such contracts or agreements as they 
deem proper ; and may convey to such persons etc. with whom the 
exchange is made, or in such manner as they may direct or appoint, 
the part of the possessions and land revenues of the Crown so 
proposed to be given in exchange on the part of the Crown, and the 
fee simple and inheritance of the same (k); and the lands or 
hereditaments so received in exchange become, on the execution of 
the conveyances, part of the possessions and land revenues of the 
Crown (1). 

They may also exchange part of such possessions and land 
revenues of the Crown which are held in perpetuity or otherwise 
for lands or hereditaments held by persons, or bodies politic, 
corporate, or collegiate, with whom the exchange is made, for a 
particular estate or interest, or for a term of years, or give a lease 
taken or purchased under the powers (m) in exchange for lands 
or hereditaments held in perpetuity or only for a particular estate 
or interest or for a term of years (n). 

335. They may also agree, on behalf of the Crown, for the 
receipt or payment of a sum of money for equalising any exchange 
to be made (o). The money so agreed to be received on the part of 
the Crown is to be paid into the Bank of England or Bank of 
Ireland or to the Commissioners of Woods, their receiver or agent, 
in the same manner as is directed (p) with regard to purchase- 
moneys on sales by the Commissioners ( 5 ). 

336. Where lands or hereditaments of copyhold or customary 
tenure are purchased or taken in exchange by the Commissioners 


(h) Under the authority of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), 
and, semhie, under any subsequent statutes affecting the same, 

(?) Authorised to bo sold. 

(k) The conveyances by the Commissioners are to be attested, as to execution 
by the Commissioners, by at least one witness, and may be in the form as set out 
in the schedule annexed to the Act for conveyances on sale of parts of such 
possessions and land revenues, or in any other form which may be found more 
convenient. As to the effect of these conveyances, see note (a), p. 159, ante, 

U) Ibid,, 8. 42. Within the ordering and survey of the Court of Exchequer, 
and subject 4o the same powers, provisions, and authorities, including the 
powers and provisions of the Act, as the other possessions and land revenues 
of the Crown to which the Act relates. As to the exemption from ad valorem 
or other duty of deeds, receipts, or other instruments for the purpose of 
carrying into effect any sale, purchase, or exchange by the Commissioners, see 
p. 168, ante, 

(m) Of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), and, scmhle, any subse- 
quent statutes affecting the same. 

(n) Ibid,, s. 43. 

(o) Under the authority of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Qeo. 4, c. 60). 

(p) As directed by the Cro^ji Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), and, 
any subsequent statutes affecting the same. See p. 157, ante. 

(2) Ibid., 8. 44. 
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and surrendered or vested in trustees on behalf of the Grown^ the 
trustees are to be indemnified by the Commissioners for all sums of 
money, fines etc. payable by them (r). 

337. An exchange of lands in which the Crown is interested in 
reversion or remainder expectant upon the determination of an 
estate for life or other larger interest may be made by the 
Inclosure Commissioners (s) with the consent of the Crow^n (a). 

(6) Mortgages. 

338. For the purpose of discharging any mortgage debt or 
charge for the time being affecting the land revenues of tlie Crown, 
but for no other purpose (6), the Commissioners of Woods are 
empowered, with the consent and approbation in writing of any 
three or more Treasury Commissioners (c), to borrow and take up 
on mortgage any sum or sums of money, at any rate of interest not 
exceeding £5 per cent, per annum, on such terms and conditions 
as they think proper, subject to the like consent and approbation (d). 

For securing the repayment of the money so borrowed or any 
part of the same the Commissioners (subject to the above consent) 
may grant, demise, or mortgage to any person, body, or body 
corporate, including their respective representatives, successors, 
assigns, or appointees, all or any part or parts of the houses, 
buildings, lands, tenements, or hereditaments belonging to the 
Crown within the county of Middlesex or City of Loudon (other 


(f) See p. 197, 

(<) Now the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. See the Board of Agriculture 
Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 30), Sched. I. ; and the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 £dw. 7, a 31), s. 1. 

(a) See p. 200, post, 

{h) Under the statutes 2 & 3 Viet. c. 80, 3 & 4 Viet. c. 87, 4 & 5 Viet. c. 12, 
relating to the making of certain thoroughfares and iraprorements in the 
metropolis, as extended by the statute (1841) 4 & 5 Viet. c. 40, s. 1, the Com- 
missioners of Woods, Forests, Works ana Buildings were empowered to exercise 
the powers of borrowing on mortgage set out in the text {infra) for the 
purpose of completing the improvements authorised by the above Acts. Under 
the (Jrown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 3, by which the department 
of the Board of Works was separated from that of Woods (see p. 132, ante), the 
powers of mortgage conferred by the above Acts, and the statute 7 & 8 Viet, 
c. 1, were made exercisable by the Commissioners of Woods, so much of the 
former Acts as related to the purposes for which the money was to be boiTOwed 
and the application of the same being repealed and powers of borrowing for the 
purposes stated in the text substitute. The moneys received under the above 
Acts from sales, premiums on leases, and various other sums were directed to be 
applied in the tot place in repayment of the sums borrowed on mortgajge under 
the Acts and interest (Metrc^lis Improvements Expenses Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Viet, 
c. 40), s. 6), Nothing m the Metropolis Improvements Expenses Act, 1841 (4 & 6 
Viet. c. 40) is to prevent the Commissioners from charging, raising, or borrowing 
the sums authonsed, in the manner provided by the three Acts first mentioned in 
this note; and the (>own Lands Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 102), s. 7, is not to 
alter or affect the securities by way of mortgage on the land revenues, as regards 
the rights of mortgagees. 

(c) As to the exercise of statutory or other powers by the Treasury Com- 
missioners generally, see p. 124, ante, 

{d) Metropolis Improvements Expenses Act, 1841 (4 & 6 Viet. c. 40), s. 1, as 
amended by the Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. 42), s. 3; and see 
note (6), supra. 
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than royal palaces and parks) for any term of years (e). The 
grant, mortgage, or security must be made with a proviso or condi- 
tion to cease and be void when the money secured and the interest 
on the same is fully paid and satisfied, and the grant, mortgage, or 
security is to be in the form or to the effect provided, or as near 
thereto as circumstances require or the Commissioners think 
proper (/). 

The mortgage and every assignment of the same must be enrolled 
in the Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments and 
entered in the Office of Woods within three calendar months from 
the date of the same (51). 

The mortgage or security is not liable to any ad valorem or other 
stamp duty imposed by any Act of Parliament in force prior to the 
21st of June, 1841, or by any subsequent Act, unless specifically 
made liable by such subsequent Act Qi). 

339. The effect of the grant, mortgage, or security is to entitle 
the person or body to or in trust for whom the same is made, and 
their respective representatives, successors, or assigns, to payment 
of the sum secured and interest according to its tenor ; and the 
hereditaments included in the mortgage or charge are, as regards 
security to the mortgagee, to be freed and discharged from all charges 
and incumbrances affecting the land revenues of the Crown (i). 

340. The costs, charges, and expenses of the grant, mortgage, or 
security, or in any wise relating to the same, are to be defrayed by 
the Commissioners out of the moneys borrowed (it). 

341. The receipts in writing of the Commissioners are a 
sufficient discharge for any money borrowed under the above 
powers to the persons or bodies by whom it is advanced, and the 
latter are not bound to see to the application of the same (0* 

(G) Enrolment* 

342. All deeds or instruments by which Crown lands or heredita- 
ments (m) are purchased, sold, leased, charged, or exchanged (n) 
must, without reference to the amount of the purchase-money or 
other consideration for the same, be enrolled in the Office of Land 


(c) Metropolis Improvements Expenses Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Viet. c. 40), s. 1. 

(/) Ibid.f where the form is given. For the purposes of the Metropolis 
Improvements Expenses Act, 1811 (4 & 5 Viet. c. 40), and the statute 7 & 8 
Viet, a 1, the Commissioners of Woods are to be a corooration with the right 
to use a common seal {ibid.^ s. 4, as amended by the Crown Lands Act, 1851 
(14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 3). 

Metropolis Improvements Expenses Act, 1841 (4 & 5 Viet. c. 40), s. 1. 

1a h) Ibid., s. 7. 

♦) Ibid,t 8 . 1 . 

k) Ibid. 

I) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 3. 

Estates, manors, lordships, messuages, lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
gland or Wales. 

(n) Under the authority of the Act or any other Act then in force relating 
to the possessions and land revenues of the Ctown. For times and regulations) 
see infra. 
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Kevenue Eecords and Enrolments within the prescribed time and 
subject to the prescribed regulations (o). 

343. If the purchase-money or other consideration does not 
amount to £100, the Treasury may direct by whom the fees payable 
for the enrolment of such deeds or instruments are to be paid, and 
that the deposit in the Office of Land Revenue Records and 
Enrolments and the filing by the keeper of records and enrolments 
of a duplicate of the deed or instrument (either wholly written or 
partly written and partly printed) is a sufficient and complete 
enrolment (p). 

The fees to be paid for enrolments (q) and for searches in the 
Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments, and for office 
copies furnished by the same office, are to be such as the Treasury 
from time to time appoints (a). 

344. The keeper of the records and enrolments must enrol, or 
require to be enrolled, every deed and instrument (h) in order of 
time as the same is brought into his office for that purpose, and 
certify, or cause to be certified (c), upon the deeds or instruments 
when enrolled, the fact of their having been so enrolled (d). 


(o) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 6 . 

(jp) Ibid, Deeds and instruments, by which lands or hereditaments were 
piirchased, sold, leased, or exchanged after June 19tb, 1829, the date of the 
passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Qco. 4, c. 60), and under its authority, 
were directed by s, C3 of that Act to be enrolled within six months after the 
date of such deeds or instruments respectively in the office of the Commissioners 
for auditing the public accounts. This section (s. 63), although unrepealed, 
appears to be obsolete ; and quare^ whether the section is not directory only (soe 
Doe. d. William IV. v. Doherta (1844), 13 M. & W. 620). The Statute Law Revision 
(No. 2) Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yict. c. 61), s. 1, schedule. Part II., repealed a few 
immaterial words only in that section. The enrolment of assignments etc. of 
Crown leases was abolished by the Crown Lands Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 28), 
8 . 5, See p. 174, post. When deeds and instruments may be enrolled after the 
proper time, see p. 174, post. 

( 7 ) Made tinder the authority of the Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, 

c. 1). 

(a) Ibid . , 8 . 22 . The fees are not to exceed the amount of the fees usually taken 
upon the enrolment of the like title deeds or instruments, and upon the like 
eeorches, and upon furnishing the like office copies. 

Tlie fees on the enrolment of a lease, conveyance, deed, or other instrument, 
by which any part of the possessions and land revenues of the Crown is demised, 
granted, sold, or given in exchange, must be paid by the lessees, purchasers, or 
crantees, and in other cases by the Commissioners of W^’oeds. A minute or 
docket of every such lease, grant, deed, or other instrument must be entered and 
preserved by such Commissioners in their office. If the purcliase-moucv or 
other consiaeration does not amount to £100 the Treasury may direct by whom 
the fees payable for the enrolment of all deeds or instruments by which lands 
or hereditaments after August Ist, 1851, are purchased, sold, leased, charged 
or exchanged, are to be paid (see p. 171, ante). As to the power of the Treasury 
to regulate and make orders concerning the fees to be paid for enrolments, see 
note {g), p. 173, post. For the list of fees on enrolments, see p. 138, ante; as 
to fees on enrolment of instruments on enfranchisements in Crown manors, sco 
note ( 0 ) at p. 196, post. 

(5) Deeds etc. directed to be enrolled by the Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 
Will. 4, c. 1 ). 

(c) Under his hand or that of his deputy or assistant. 

(d) IHd., 8 . 23. 
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845. Deeds and instruments relating to lands or hereditaments (e), 
to which the Commissioners are parties, or expressed to be parties, 
and which by the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 ( f), or 
of any other Act or law, custom, or usage ought to be enrolled in 
the office of the auditor of the land revenues of the Crown, or in 
the Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments, may, if the 
Commissioners think fit so to direct, be deemed to be fully and 
sufficiently enrolled by the deposit of a duplicate of the same in the 
Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments and the filing or 
making of an entry of such deposit by the keeper of the records 
and enrolments {g). 

346. Where a deed, certificate, receipt, or other instrument ili) 
relating to the possessions and land revenues of the Crown has a 
memorandum written on it signed by the keeper of the records 
and enrolments (or by his deputy or assistant) of its having been 
enrolled in such office, the memorandum, in the absence of 
evidence to the contrary, is sufficient proof of the deed etc. or 
other instrument having been made, granted, given, or executed by 
the parlies thereto, and of its having been duly enrolled as stated 
in the memorandum and in accordance with the statutory pro- 
visions ; and is receivable in evidence without proof of the hand- 
writing of the signature thereto (i). 

347. A signed or certified cojjy of or extract from a deed, 
instrument, document, or writing, map or plan, deposited in the 
Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments is admissible in 
evidence in any court of justice, or before any person having by 
law or by consent of parties authority to hear, receive, or examine 
evidence, in every case in which the original, of or from which 
such copy or extract purports to have been made, would have been 
admissible in evidence (/c). 


(e) Manors, lordships, messuages, lands, tenements, or hereditaments in 
England or Wales. 

(/) 10 Geo. 4, c. 50. 

(</) Crown Lands Act, 1852 (15 & IG Viet. c. 62), s. 7. A certificate by the 
keeper indorsed or written on the deed or instrument is evidence that the dupli- 
cate has been deposited and the entry made or filed as above stated, and 
that the Commissioners have directed that such deposit and entry should bo 
sufficient enrolment, notwithstanding the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 
1851 (14 & 15 Vict. c. 42), or any other Act, law, custom, or usage [ibid.). It is 
not necessary to give evidence of the handwriting of the person signing such 
certificate, or of the fact that such person is the keeper of the records and 
enrolments [ibid.). The Treasury may from time to time regulate and TnnVa 
any order as they may think fit concerning the fees to be paid for or in respect 
of any enrolment, or dii-ect that an enrolment may be made without payment 
of a fee (ibid.), 

[h) Which appears to have been made, given, or executed under the authority 
of the Crown Lauds Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1), or of any earlier Act 

(t) Ibid., s. 26. 

(A) Orovra Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 62), s. 8. The copy or ej^tract 
must be aimed and cei-tified, or purport to bo signed and certified, by the 
keeper of the records and enrolments as a true copy or extract. Evidence 
of the handwriting of the signature or certificate, or of the fact that 
the person whose name is afiSxed to it is such keeper, is not necessary (ibid,). If 
an officer wilfully certify a document as being a true copy or extract, knowing 
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848. The Commissioners, for any reasonable cause shown for 
the omission or delay in the enrolment of deeds or other instru- 
ments, or minutes or dockets, or the entry of deeds or instruments 
in the’office of the Commissioners, may permit the making of such 
enrolment or entry nunc pro tunc (1). 

349. Assignments of leases of parts of the possessions and land 
revenues of the Crown under the management of the Commissioners, 
or instruments affecting the devolution of such leases, are not, after 
the 4th of August, 1906 (m), to be enrolled in the Office of Land 
Bevenue Eecords and Enrolments (h). 

350. A deed, instrument, or writing to which the Commis- 
sioners of Woods, or Commissioners of Works, or either of them, is 
a party, or which is signed by any of the said Commissioners, or 
which affects or relates to the hereditary possessions and land 
revenues of the Crown (o), when enrolled in the Office of Land 
Revenue Records and Enrolments (p), is as good and available as if 
enrolled in the Royal Courts of Justice (q), or as if a memorial had 
been entered or registered in the office appointed for registering 
deeds in the county in which the same possessions and land revenues 
are situate (r). 

351. Persons etc. claiming land or hereditaments under letters 
patent, or under the patentees, may make title by exemplification 
or constat of the enrolment of such letters patent («). 

352. The provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (t), are 
extended and apply, mutatis mutandis, to the Board of Trade, in 
respect of the foreshore under their control, by the Crown Lands 


that tho same is not so, he is guilty of a raisflemeanour and liable on conviction 
to impiisoninent for a term not exceeding eighteen months {ibid,). 

(/) Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1), s. 27. Such enrolment is 
as valid and effectual as if made within tho period limited for that purpose. 
Expired leases, tendered in evidence, are })rovablo by examined copies although 
tho originals may not have been enrolled in proper time {Doe d. William IV, v. 
Iloberts (1844), 13 M. & W. 620). 

(m) Tho date of tho passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1906 (6 Edw, 7, c. 28). 

?n) Ibid.y 8. 5. Covenants in leases requiriii^ such assignment or instrument 
to neso enrolled are annulled by this Act. The formality of enrolment was 
required by the Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 15 Viet. c. 42), s. 6. See p. 171, 

ante, 

(o) Or any other lands, tenements, or hereditaments under tho management 
or control of the same Commissioners, or any of them, in England or Wales. 

(p) Without enrolment or acknowledgment of tho same in any court of law or 
equity and without registration. 

{q) Deeds which by any statute or statutory rule are directed or permitted to 
be enrolled in the courts whose junsdiction has been transferred to the High Court 
of Justice may be enrolled in tho Enrolment Department of the Central OflBce, 
R. S. 0., 1883, Ord. 61, r. 9. The records of deeds so enrolled are sent to the 
Public Record Offices within two years from the time of enrolment (ibid,, 
r. 13). 

(r) Crown L^ds Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 66), s. 6. Notwithstanding any 
Act, law, practice, or usage to the contrary. This section recites the Crown Land* 
Acte, 1813 and 1832 (63 Qeo. 3, a 121, s. 69 ; 2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 1, s. 62). 

U) See p. 150, ante. 

(Q 10 Geo. 4, 0 . 6Q, 
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in 


Act, 1866 (tt), with the exception that the consent of any authority 
or the enrolment of any instrument as is in any case required by 
certain sections (x) of the prior Act is not requisite under the 
latter Act (a). 

353. The settlement of disputed claims of the Crown to real or 
personal property or forestal rights must be enrolled (Z»). The 
reference and award on an arbitration with reference to a settlement 
of disputes respecting boundaries are to be enrolled (c). 

354. Sales of copyholds for the purpose of enfranchisement, 
and of manorial rights belonging to the Crown, must be enrolled in 
the court rolls of the manor (d) ; instruments of enfranchisements 
in Crown manors must be enrolled by the keeper of the records 
and enrolments (e). 

355. Bonds of receivers giving security must be enrolled in the 
Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments (/). 

356. An apportionment of rents or other payments payable to 
the Crown, when reduced into writing, signed by the parties 
agreeing, and confirmed by the Commissioners of Woods, must be 
enrolled in the Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments (g), 

(7) ArbitraUon. 

357. The Arbitration Act, 1889 (h), except as in the Act expressly 
mentioned, applies to arbitrations to which the Crown, in right of 
the Crown, or the Duchy of Lancaster or the Duke of Cornwall, is a 
party, but nothing in the Act empowers the court (i) or a judge to 
order proceedings to which the Crown or the Duke of Cornwall is 
a party or any question or issue in such proceedings to be tried 
before a referee, arbitrator, or officer without the consent of the 
Crown or the Duke of Cornwall, or affects the law as to costs 
payable by the Crown {k). 

358. In case of disputes, doubts, or differences arising (f) between 
the Commissioners of Woods and other persons touching or con- 
cerning the extent of the boundaries (?w) or the amount of the lands 
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(ft) Crown Lands Act, 186G (29 & 30 Viet. c. G2). 

(x) Ss. 74, 77, 81—83, 90-94. 

(a) 29 & 30 Viet. c. G2, s. 10. 

{h) See p. 155, ante. 

(c) See p. 17G, note (o), post 

(d) See p. 194, post 

(e) See p. 195, post 

If) See p. 124, note (6), ante, 

(7) See p. 20G, note («), post 

(h) 52 & 53 Viet. c. 49. 

(i) “ Court” means the High Court of Justice (ibid., s. 27). See title Annl- 
TRATION, Vol. I., p. 437. 

{k) Ibid., 8. 23. 

U) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60). 

(m) A document pu^orting to be a survey of a manor made whUe part of 
the possessions of the Crown and coming out of the proper custody is admis- 
sible as evidence of the boundaries and customs of the manor fSmifA v 
Drawnl^ iEarl) (1870), L. E. 9 Eq. 241 ; Dimes y. Arden (1836), 6 Nev & IL 
^K. B.j 494^. 
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or hereditaments (n) of the Crown, or rights of common, rights of 
way, or other rights or easements claimed or to be claimed in 
respect of or as appurtenant to, or in, over, upon, or out of the 
same lands or hereditaments, or otherwise in respect of or in 
relation thereto, the Commissioners may, with the consent and 
approbation of the Treasury, join and concur in referring the same 
to arbitration (o). 

359. Where a matter in difference, whether the subject of a 
pending suit in any court or not, or an issue in such suit, is referred 
to arbitration (p), the arbitrators or umpire may, on the application 
of either party, by summons require any person to attend before 
them to be examined as a witness, or to bring before them books, 
papers, maps, plans, and writings in his possession or control relat- 
ing to the subject of the reference (q). 

The arbitrators or umpire may administer an oath to a person 
examined, and may take the affidavit of any person (a). 

If a person on whom such summons is served (b) fails to obey it 
without reasonable excuse, or refuses to be sworn or make affirma- 
tion, or to answer a lawful question put to him, he is liable on sum- 
mary conviction to a penalty not exceeding £10 (c). 

False evidence wilfully given on such examination on oath or in 
an affidavit renders the witness guilty of perjury (d). 


(71) Lands, tenements, possessions, rents, or land revenues of the Crown to 
which the Ci'own Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), and, semlle, any subsequent 
statutes affecting the same relate. 

(0) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 94. Or to arbitration and 
umpirage upon such terms as the Commissioners think fit ; and for that 
purpose they may make, sign, seal, and enter into such agreement or other 
contract for reference, for and on behalf of the Crown as they may deem 
advisable, and may perform the award to be made in pursuance of such reference. 
The submission to arbitration, or the agreement or other contract for the 
same, and the award, or a duplicate of the same, are to be enrolled, within 
three calendar months from the date of the award, in the office of the auditor 
or acting auditor of the land revenues of the Crown in England and Wales 
[now the Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments; see p. 137, aiite], 
and, when so enrolled, are binding and conclusive on the Crown and other 
parties to the reference, their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns. 
The enrolment is sufficient evidence of the submission, agreement, or other 
contract, and award, and of the making, signing, sealing, or executing of the 
same and of its contents, and is receivable as evidence in all courts of Taw and 
equity. As to the application of this and other sections of the Act to the 
Board of Trade, see p. 165, note (a), ante. As to the general provision for 
Bottloment of disputed claims of the Crown to real or personal property etc., 
see p. 165, ante. 

(p) Under s. 91 of the Crown Lands Act, 1829-(10 Goo. 4, c. 50) (see note (0), 
supra), or under s. 5 of the Crown Lands Act, 1853 (1C & 17 Viet. c. 5G), or under 
such sections or either of them as applied by the Crown Lands Act, 18CG (29 & 30 
Viet. c. G2), ss. 7—10, 26—29. 

(7) Crown Lands Act, 1SG6 (29 & 30 Viet c. 62), s. 26. The person so 
fnimmoncd must obey the summons on a reasonable sum being paid or tendered 
to him for his expenses. 

Ui) Ibid., s. 27. 

lb) Either personally, or by delivery at the person's last known or usual place 
of abode or business. 

Without prejudice to any other remedy against him (Crown Lands Act, 
1866 (29 & 30 Viet c. G2). s. 28) 

(d) Ibid., s. 29. ' 
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(8) Land Registration and Transfer* 

360. With respect to lands vested in the Crown, either in right 
of the Crown or of the Duchy of Lancaster or otherNyise, or vested 
in a public officer or body in trust for the public services, the public 
officer or body having the management of the same (if any), or if 
none, then such person {e) as the Crown appoints in writing, may 
(whether the land is vested in him or them or not) represent the 
owner of such lands (/), and is entitled to such notices, and may 
make and enter such applications or caveats or cautions^ and do 
such other acts, as an owner of lands for an estate in fee simple is 
entitled to do (y). 

361. If it appears to the registrar that any application for 
registration made to him comprises land below high-water mark 
at ordinary spring tides, he must not register the land until he is 
satisfied that at least one month’s notice in writing of the 
application has been given to the Board of Trade ; and in the case 
of land in the county palatine of Lancaster, also to the proper 
officer of the Duchy of Lancaster ; and in the case of land in the 
counties of Cornwall or Devon, also to the proper officer of the Duke 
of Cornwall ; and in all other cases also to the Commissioners of 
Woods {h). This, however, does not apply to registration with a 
possessory title (i). 


(c) The word ‘‘person in the Land Ilegistry Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 53), 
includes the Crown and the Duke of Cornwall and also a body politic or 
corporate {ihid.y e. 140) ; and in the Land Transfer Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, 
c. 87), it includes a corporation and any body of persons unincorporate (/5/d., 
B. 4). As to lands belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall, such person as the Duke 
of Cornwall or the person for the time being entitled to the revenues and 
possessions of the Duchy of Cornwall appoints in writing may represent the 
owner of such lands for such pui-posos and under such provisions. It is 
sufficient that oaths, affidavits or declarations required by the Land Eegistry 
Act, 1862, be taken or made by such public officer, body, or person, or by any 
person nominated in writing by them, and in either case without a sohcilor 
joining in any affidavit or declaration. It is not necessary for such public 
officer, body, or person to enter into a bond as mentioned m the Act, nor to 
give any security for costs ; nor are they liable in damages except for acts 
done wrongfully and without reasonable cause. Conveyances or assurances 
of Crown lands enrolled in the Office of Land Revenue Records and Enrolments 
are exempt from registration in any local registry. As to enrolment of deeds or 
instruments, see p. 171, arde, 

(/) For the purposes of the Land Registry Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 53), 
or the Land Transfer Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 87), respectively. (In tiio 
liand Transfer Act, 1875, the words used are “ estate, right, or interest in 
land ” etc.) 

{g) Land Registry Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Vict. c. 53), s. 114 ; Land Transfer Act, 
1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 87), s. 65. 

(5) Land Transfer Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 87), s. 66 ; Land Transfer 
Rules, 1908, r. 22. Where land comprised in an application for registration is 
below high-water mark at ordinary spring tides, the fact must be stated in the 
application, and the notices required by the above section must be prepared by 
the applicant and served through the remstry within seven days after the 
delivery of the application (Land Transfer Rules, 1903, r. 33). As to the con- 
sent of the Admiralty and Board of Trade to working below high-water mark, 
see p. 145, ante; as to the registration and transfer of land generally, see titles 
Beal Propbety and Chattels Real; Sale op Land. 

{i) Land Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 65), s. 18, and Sohed. L 
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362 . The first registration of any person as proprietor of freehold 
land (A) or leasehold land (1) (in the Act referred to as first 
registered proprietor) with an absolute title vests in the person 
so registered an estate in fee simple in such land, together with 
all rights, privileges, and appurtenances belonging or appurtenant 
thereto, subject to incumbrances and to certain provisions in the 
Act (m), but free from all other estates and interests whatsoever, 
including estates and interests of the Crown (n). 

363 . The Land Transfer Act, 1897 (o), does not bind the Crown, 
and, therefore, the legal estate in escheated land does not vest in 
the Solicitor to the Treasury as the Crown’s nominee to take out 
letters of administration (p). 

(9) Land Tar, 

364 . The Commissioners of Woods may redeem the land tax 
charged on any part of the possessions and land revenues of the 
Crown (r), and may purchase such land tax which may have been 
redeemed (s) by other persons (t). 

365 . The Commissioners of Woods (w), in respect of the land tax 
charged on manors (a) or other revenues of the Crown within the 
survey and receipt of the Exchequer, may, with the consent of 
the Treasury, contract for the redemption of the land tax (b). 


(A) Land Transfer Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 87), b, 7. 

(/) Ibid.f B, 13 ; and Laud Transfer Rules, 1903, rr. 55 to 59, G7. 

(m) Ss. 7, 13. As to the rules made under the Land Transfer Acts, 1875 and 
1897, see the Land Transfer Rules, 1903, and the Land Transfer Rules, 190S. 

(n) Ibid. 

(o) Land Transfer Act, 1897 (GO & 61 Viet. c. G5). The registrar, by virtue 
of the Land Transfer Act, 1897, and the principal Acts, is in a judicial position 
as regards his power to award indemnity, and an appeal from his award will Ho 
to the High Court either by the Crown or by the “ appHcant ” for indemnity 
(A.-G. V. Odell, [1906] 2 Ch. 47, C. A.). 

(p) Ibid.f 8, 1 ; In the Goods of Hartley, [1899] P. 40 ; In the Goods of Ball, 
[1902] W. N. 226. As to escheat generally, see titles Cuowjf PiiACTiCE; 
KEAii Property and Chattels Real. 

(7) As successors to the surveyor-general of the land revenues of the Crown 
(Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 58). 

(r) To which the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), and, semhle, any 
subsequent statutes affecting the same relate; see p. 151, ante. 

{s) Which may have been redeemed on or before, or may bo redeemed after, 
19th Juno, 1829 hhe date of the passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1829). 

{t) Crown Lan^ Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 57. This provision is not to 
be construed as authorising any person to purchase or redeem the land tax 
charged on lands or tenements belonging to the Crown contrary to the pro- 
visions of the Land Tax Redemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116). This latter 
Act has been repealed in part by various statutes, inter alia as to purchase of 
land tax by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 63), subject to 
certain exceptions and qualifications. The repeal by that Act of any enactment 
is not to affect any Act in which such enactment has been applied, incorporated, 
or ^referred to {ibid., s. 1). The schedule to the Statute Law il^vision Act, 
1872, was repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 66). 
As to land tax generally, see title Land Tax. 

fwl Formerly the surveyor-general of the land revenues of the Crown. 

(o) Manors, messuages, lands, tenemente, rente, or other revennee of the 
Crown. 

(6) Land Tax Redemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116), s. 131. 
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366. No sale may be made under the authority of the Land Tax 
Redemption Act, 1802 (c), of manors, messuages, lands, tenements, 
rents, tithes, mines, minerals, collieries, woods, woodgrounds, fens, 
marshes, waste lands or other hereditaments belonging to the Crown 
within the survey of the Exchequer for the purpose of raising 
money for the redemption of the land tax charged upon manors, 
messuages, lands, tenements, tithes, rents, or other premises of the 
Crown ; but all sales made of the possessions or land revenues of 
the Crown (d), for raising money for the redemption of land tax, or 
for any other purpose to which moneys to arise from such sales are 
by the latter Act directed to be applied, must be made under the 
powers and provisions of the latter Act (e). 

367. Where a tenant or lessee of Crown lands (/) transfers 
a sum of stock into the names of the Commissioners for the Reduc- 
tion of the National Debt for the purpose of purchasing or redeeming 
the land tax, and the attempted purchase or redemption is invalid 
or doubtful (ff), the Commissioners of Woods, with the consent in 
writing of the Treasury, may, out of the annual income of the 
land revenues of the Crown, purchase and transfer to such 
lessee or tenant, his executors, administrators or assigns, so much 
stock as they may consider to be a due compensation for the stock 
transferred by the tenant or lessee. Upon the execution of an 
instrument in writing acknowledging such transfer by the person 
to whom such stock is so transferred (/<) the land becomes freed and 
discharged from the payment of the land tax and arrears (i), but 
remains subject to rent-charge (f). 

368. The powers of contracting and agreeing for the redemption 
of land tax conferred (k) upon persons having any interests in land 
(except such interests as are expressly included) do not extend to 
tenants holding under the Crown any lands or tenements formerly 
within the survey or receipt of the Exchequer for any term of years, 
or from year to year, or at will (1). 

369. Any person holding, under a grant from the Crown or 
under an Act of Parliament, lands or hereditaments (m) in which 


(c) 42 Qeo. 3, c. 116. 

(ti) To which the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 60), relates. 

(e) Ihid., s. 69. 

(/) To which the Crown Lands Acts, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60) and 1846 (8 & 9 
yict. c. 99), and, temhle, any subsequent statutes affecting the same relate. 

{g) Under the provisions of the Land Tax Perpetuation Act, 1798 (38 Geo. 3, 
0. GO). 

Ui) To be enrolled in the Office of Land Bevenue Becords and Enrolments. 

(M Crown Lands Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 99), s. 9. 

{}) During the continuance of the estate of such tenant or lessee, his 
executors, administrators or assigns, by whom such attempted purchase or 
redemption of land tax is made, the Crown is entitled to a rent-cnarge out of 
such lands on which the land tax is so redeemed, equal in amount to the land 
tax redeemed.— the rent to be payable yearly, and recoverable by distress as in 
the case of rent reserved on lease (t6»ci.). 

il) By the«Land Tax Sedemption Act, 1802 (42 Qeo. 3, o. 116). 

;0 /Wd., 8.40. 

,m) Manors, messoages, lands, tenements, or hereditaments. 
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Sect, 2. the Crown has an estate, right, or interest, in remainder, reversion 
Sorrendered or expectancy (other than persons holding certain interests in 
Bevenaes certain lands in the Duchies of Lancaster and Cornwall) (u), may 
arising from (if guch person is in the actual possession or entitled beneficially to 
the rents and profits of the same), for the purpose of raising money 
Lands. complete the redemption of the land tax(o), sell such lands or 
hereditaments (p) ; and may enfranchise such lands or heredita- 
ments which are held by copy of court roll or other customary 
tenure ; and may also sell heriots, fee farm rents, chief^ rents, or 
quit rents, or other emoluments or advantages payable in respect 
of such lands or hereditaments (j). 


Effect of 370. On the redemption of land tax charged on lands or other 
redemption, revenues of the Crown and upon registration (a), such lands are 
freed and exonerated from such land tax ; and the amount of the 
land tax during the continuance of a lease or demise (b) is considered 
as rent due to the Crown, and recoverable as such by the Crown 
from the lessees and by such lessees from their underlessecs or 
tenants (c). 

(10) TiVie. 

371. All prescriptions and claims of or for a modus decimandi, and 
of or to any exemption from or discharge of tithes, by composition 
real or otherwise, are, in cases where the render of tithes in kind is, 
after the 9th August, 1832 (</), demanded by the Sovereign, or by any 
Duke of Cornwall, subject to the provisions of the Tithe Act, 1832 (e). 


Tithe Act, 
1832. 


Commutation 
of ecclesiaS’ 
tical tithes — 
consent. 


372. Where tithes belong to an ecclesiastical person in right 
of any spiritual dignity or benefice, no agreement for the commuta- 
tion of such tithes (/) is deemed to be executed by the owner of 
such tithes unless consent is given as follows : in the case of an 
archbishop or bishop, the consent of the Crown (//) ; in case of the 
incumbent of any other benefice or ecclesiastical dignity, the 


{n) Namely, lands or hereditaments held under the Crown within the survey 
and receipt of the Exchequer or the Duchy of Lancaster, or held under the Duke 
of Cornwall by demise or grant by copy of court roll or otherwise, for life or lives, 
or for years detonninable on a life or lives, or for a term of years absolute, or 
from year to year, or during pleasure. 

fo) But under the restrictions and regulations of the Act. 

(р) Whether they are charged or not charged with land tax, and if so 
charged, freed from such land tax. 

{q) Land Bedemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. IIG), s. 71. The lands or 
hereditaments the land tax on which is redeemed are to he limited to the samo 
uses, trusts, and purposes as those sold or enfranchised. 

(a) In the manner directed by the Land Tax Eedemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, 
c. 116). 

(h) In being on 26th June, 1802, the date of the passing of the above Act. 

(с) Ibid., 8. 141. The amount is to he collected and received by such persons, 
and Bubiect to such orders and regulations, os the Treasury, in respect of the 
Crown lands within the survey and receipt of the Exchequer, appoint and 
establish. 

(d) This applies to demands after 9th August, 1832, the date of the passing 
of the Tithe Act, 1832 (2 & 8 WilL 4, c. 100). 

fe) Ibid., fl. 1. As to tithes generally, see title EccLESiASncAL Law. 

(/) Made and executed under the Tithe Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71). 

\g) Signified by the Lord High Treasurer or First Lord Commissioner of the 
Treasury. 
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consent of the patron or person entitled to present to such benefice 
or dignity in case the same were then vacant (h). 

373. When the ownership of lands or tithes, to which the pro- 
visions of the Tithe Act, 1836 (i), apply, is vested in the Crown, the 
First Commissioner of Woods (k) is for the purposes of that Act 
substituted for the owner of such lands or tithes. 

374. When the patronage of a benefice (t) is vested in the Crown, 
the Lord High Treasurer or First Lord Commissioner of the Treasury, 
where the value of such benefice is above the yearly value of £20 
in the King’s books, and, where such value is of or below such 
yearly value, the Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper or First Lord 
Commissioner of the Great Seal, is substitute instead of the 
patron for the purpose of such consent (m). 

(11) Iloyal Forests. 

375. A ** forest” was defined in 1598 (w) as ^'a certaineterrilorle 
of woody grounds and fruitful pastures, priviledged for wilde beasts 
and foules of forest, chase and warren (o), to rest and abide in, in 
the safe protection of the King, for his princely delight and pleasure, 
which territorie of ground, so priviledged, is meered and bounded 
with unremovable markes, meeres, and boundaries, either known 
by matter of record, or else by prescription, and also replenished 
with wilde beasts of venerie or chase, and with great coverts of 
vert(p), for the succour of the said mid beasts, to have their abode 
in : for the preservation and continuance of which said place, 
together with the vert and venison (j), there are certaine particular 

(A) Tithe Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71), s, 20. The consent to bo p;ivcn in 
writing and annexed to the aOTeement. This section was repealed by the 
Statute Law Revision Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Viet. c. 33), s. 1, Schedule, but with a 
proviso that the repeal did not extend to tithes which had not been commutod. 
Among the numerous clauses in the “savings” to that Act it is stated as 
follows; “nor shall such repeal of any enactment affect any right to any 
hereditary revenues of the Crown, or affect any charges thereupon or prevent 
any such enactment from being put in force for the collection of any such 
revenues or otherwise in relation thereto.” 

(i) 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71, As to the general provisions relating to tithes, see 
title Ecclesi.\stical Law. 

(A;) Or in case such lands or tithes are vested in the Crown in right of the 
Dueny of Lancaster or of the Duchy of Cornwall, the Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, or the officers of the Duchy of Cornwall entitled to grant leases of 
lands part of the Duchy of Cornwall. 

(/) To which the provisions of the Tithe Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71), apply. 

{m) Ihid.y 8. 13 ; amended as to the transfer of powers from the Commissioners 
of Woods, Forests, Works and Building to the Commissioners of Woods by 
the Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vict. c. 42), s. 2. If such patronage is 
vested in the Crown in right of the Duchy of Lancaster, the Chancellor of such 
Duchy is for the purposes of this Act substituted for the patron. For dispositions 
of the foreshore, see pp. 142 et seq,, ante. 

(n) Manwood, Forest Laws, 1598 ed., p. 18. On the subject generally, see 
O. J. Turner, Select Fleas of the Forest (Selden Society) ; Holdswoi-th, History 
of English Law, Vol. I., pp. 340 — 352. 

(o) As to the distinction between a forest or chase, a park and warren, see 
Vol. VI., p. 490. 

(p) The word ** vert** in general includes every tree, underwood, bush and the 
like ^owin^in a forest, and having green leaves whioh may coyer or feed the deer. 

(;) ** Venison” comprehends every beast of forest and chase, and is a general 
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lawes, priviledges, and officers belonging to the same, meete for that 
purpose, that are only proper unto a forest, and not to any other 
place ” (r). The roysd forests, therefore, possessed peculiar officers, 
peculiar courts, and a peculiar law. Even in 1598 their organisa* 
tion and law were in a state of decay (a). But, as some peculiarities 
still survive in the law relating to these royal forests, it is necessary 
to say something of the older order. 

376. The chief classes of officers of the forests were as follows : — 
From 1288 the forests were divided into two departments according 
as they lay to the north or south of the Trent, and over each 
a justice was appointed (t). These justices did their work by 
deputies appointed sometimes by the Crown, sometimes by the 
justice (c). Over particular forests or groups of forests were officials 
called wardens. They were the executive officers of the Crown to 
whom writs were addressed, and who held the forest courts 
For each forest there were a varying number of officers (usually 
four) elected in the county court called verderers. They were 
responsible to the Crown, and their duty w’as to attend the forest 
courts {e). Under the w^ardens there were a varying number of 
officials called foresters, who did the work of a modern game- 
keeper (/). In each forest there were four agisters, whose duty 
was to collect the money due for agistment and pannage (g). 

377. The powers and jurisdiction of these officials were exercised 
in the following courts : (1) The Court of Swanimote. The term 
^^swanimote” has been applied to different courts at different 


terui for them all. As to what are beasts of the forest and chase and fowls and 
beasts of warren, see Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp, z. — xir . ; 
and Vol. VI., pp. 490, 491. 

(r) The Charters of the Forests set out in the Appendix to Manwood, Forest 
Tiaws, 6th ed., at p. 393, are : — Carta de Foresta of Canute ; Carta de Foresta, 
9 Hen. 3 ; Assiza et Con snetudines Forest se, 6 Edw. 1 ; Ordinatio Forestae, made 
3-1 Edw. 1 ; statutes 1 Edw. 3, c. 8 ; 7 Bic. 2, c. 3 ; 22 Edw. 4, c. 7 ; 32 lien. 8, 
c. 13 (statute for the drift of forests, and what beasts are not commonable in the 
waste of Uio forests); 17 Car. 1, c. 16 (an Act about the boundaries etc. of 
forests). An abstract of Acts of Parliament relating to the protection of doer 
in forests is set out in Lewis on Forests and Forest Laws, p. 139, Appendix I., 
and is as follows : — Translation of the Charter and Constitutions of Canute, 
granted at a Parliament holden at Winchester, a.d. 1016; Carta de Foresta, 
9 lien. 3, c. 2 ; Assiza et Consuetudines Foreste, 6 Edw. 1 ; Ordinatio Forestce, 
made 34 Edw. 1 ; Charter of Confirmation, 3 Edw. 3, c. 1 ; 16 & 17 Car. 1, c. 16, 
respecting the boundaries of forests. For a list of ancient cases relating to the 
various forests generally, see Manwood, Forest Laws, 5th ed„ Table C ; and for 
those relating to the felling of timber for the repair of bridges in the forests, see 
i6t(/., p. 47 ; and for the rolls of the forests, t6tcZ., pp. 331 to 334 ; and as to rights 
of common in forests, ibid., pp. 82—99. “Forestage” was the duty or tribute 
payable to the foresters of the Sovereign fCowell’s Interpreter). 

(a) Manwood, Forest Laws, 1665 ed., deface, and p. 71. 

(5) Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. xiv., xv. 

(c) Ibid., XV., xvi. ; the statute 32 Hen, 8, c. 35, gave validity to the practice. 

(d) Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. xvi. — xix. 

(e) Ibid., pp. xix., xx. ; Manwood, Forest Laws, 1665 ed., pp. 403 — 407 ; 
4 Co. Inst. 292, 293. 

(/) Manwood, Forest Laws, 1665 ed., pp. 428—439; 4 Oo. Inst 293 ; Select 
Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. xx. — xxiv. 

(^) Select Pleas of the Forest (^den Society), p. xxv. 
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E eriods in the history of the forest law. It meant originally a court 6 eot> 2 . 

eld three times a year for business connected with agistment, Surrendered 
pannage, and fawning (h) ; but the term is sometimes applied to Revenues 
the inquisitions held to inquire into trespasses to vert and venison (t). from 

(2) The Court of Attachment. This court was held every forty days 
by the verderers to view the attachments made by the foresters for il_ ' 
offences against vert and venison (Jc). In all but the smallest cases 
the actual trial took place before the justices in eyre (1). (3) Special 
and General Inquisitions (m). These were held by the foresters 
and verderers with the assistance of the four neighbouring town- 
ships. The special inquisitions seem to have given place to general 
inquisitions in Edward I.’s reign. They are called swanimotes in 
a statute of 1806 (n), and the mode of taking them is defined. All Forest court*, 
offences against the forest law and the misdoings of ofi&cials could 
be presented. (4) The Regard ( 0 ). This was an inquiry held once 
every three years by twelve knights chosen for the purpose. The 
most important subject of inquiry were essarts, purprestures ip), 
and waste. It saw also to the expeditation of dogs (q). (5) The 
Eyre(r). This was the court held by the justices in eyre of tlie 
forest, sometimes called the Court of Justice Seat (s). These justices 
were appointed by the Crown to hear the pleas of the forest in a 
certain county or collection of counties. All the landholders and 
officers of the forests were summoned before them ; and all persons 
presented at the special and general inquisitions and the regard 
were amerced. It was the revenue from this source which was the 
most valuable part of the revenue of the forests (t). It was 
probably held about once in seven years (o). The law of the forests 
was distinct from the common law (b). 

(/() Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. xxvii. et seq. ; it is so defined 
in s. 8 of the Forest Charter of 1217. 

(i) The term was so applied by the Ordinatio Forcstso, 34 Edw. 1, stat. 5, c. 1 ; 

Manwood, Forest Laws, 5th ed., chap. 23. 

ik) Forest Charter (1217), s. 8; Select Pleas of tho Forest (Selden Society), 
pp. XXX. et seq. Tho term “ swanimote ” is sometimes applied to this court (ibid., 
p. xxxvi.). 

e Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), p. xxxvi. 

i) Ibid., pp. xxxvii. — 1. 

(n) 34 Edw. 1, stat. 5, c. 1. 

(o) Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. Ixxxv. — Ixxvii. ; 4 Co. Inst. 

292 ; Manwood, Forest Laws, 5th ed., pp. 408, 409. 

(p) A purpresturo (derived from the French pourprjs, an inclosure) is where 
there is a house erected, or an inclosure made, upon any part of the King’s 
demesnes, or of a highway, or common street, or public water, or such like 
public things (4 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 1G7 ; Co. Litt. 277 ; Manwood, Forest 
Laws, 5th ed., pp. 304 e< seq. ; Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), 
pp. Ixxxi. — Ixxxui.V 

in) Select Pleas oi tho Forest (Selden Society), p. Ixxvi., and compare p. cxiii. 

(r) /Jid., pp. 1. — Ixix. 

(«) 4 Co. Inst. 292, 293. 

(t) Dialogus de Scaccario, II., p. xi. ; Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden 
Society), p. lx. For the articles of the eyre, see Fleta, II., 41, 12 — 51 ; Manwood, 

Forest Laws, 6th ed., pp. 509—525. 

(o) Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. Ivi., Ivii. ; 4 Co. Inst. 291. 

Manwood, Forest Laws, 5th ed., p. 411, states uiat, like the regard, it WM 
sometimes held once in three years. 

(5) Dialogus de Scaccario L, p. xi. ; compare Anon., Keil., 150 b, ph 48 ; 

Manwood, Forest Laws, 5th ed., pp. 486, 490, 491 ; 4 Co. Inst 315, 317. 
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378. The King was not the owner of all the land in the forests. 
The owners* of such land could use it as they pleased, pro- 
vided that they did nothing which interfered with the beasts of 
the forest (c). The owners of these lands appointed officers called 
woodwards, whose duty it was to protect both the property of their 
masters and the King’s venison (d). 

379. A royal forest was a franchise of the most valuable kind (e). 
Occasionally this franchise was granted to a subject (/) ; but 
generally the effect of the grant of a forest was to vest in the 
grantee a “ chase ” (j). 

380. The forest organisation was never popular. In spite of 
statutes (It) the officers of the forests, especially the foresters, used 
their powers to oppress the inhabitants of the forest (i), and the 
forest jurisdiction curtailed the rights of the landowners therein. 
The boundaries of the forest were limited by Magna Carta (1215) (k) 
and by the Charter of the Forest (1217) (f). In 1218 (m), 1219 (vi), 
1225 (h), 1277 (o), 1298 (o), and 1300 (o) perambulations were made 
with a view to disafforestinent ; and a statute of 1327 (p) fixed the 
boundaries of the forest as so established. Charles I., in the years 
1632 — 1637, attempted to reafforest extensive tracts of land (q). 
In consequence an Act of the Long Parliament finally fixed the 
boundaries of the forests (r). 

Certain land, which had once formed part of a forest but had 
been disafforested in consequence of a perambulation, was known as 
a “ purlieu” (s). Though these purlieus were not within the forest 
they were patrolled by officers called rangers, whose chief duty 


(c) Select Pleas of llio Forest (SelJen Society), p. xxv. ; compare Blanchard v. 
Cawthorne (1833), 6 Sim. 155, 'where it was held that certain owners of land in 
the forest of Wyersdale, in the county of Lancashire, could bo restrained by 
injunction from sporting in it. 

(d) Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. xxiv., xxv. 

h) For franchises generally, see Yol. VI., p. 489. 

(/) In 1266-1287 llenry fll. granted these j rivilogos to the Earl of Derby, 
and in 1285 Edward L made a si^ur grant to his brother Edmund (Select Pleas 
of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. cxi., cxii.). 

{(j) That the grant of a forest could be made to a private person is asserted in 
Leicester Forest Case (1607), Oo. Jac. 155 ; and Jennings v. Rocke (1595), 
Palm. 93, 94. Though Coke denied that this was legally possible in R, v. 
Briggs{m\b)f 2 Bulst. 295, he seems to retract this view in 4 Co. Inst. 314; com- 
pare Sutton V. Moody (1697), 1 Ld. Eaym. 250 ; Robinson v. Duleep Singh (1879), 
11 Ch. D. 798, C. A. 

{h) 34 Edw. 1 , stat. 5; 1 Edw. 3, stat. 1 , c. 8 ; 25 Edw. 3, stat. 5, c. 7 ; 7 
Eic. 2 , c. 3 ; Manwood, Forest Laws, 5th ed., pp. 432 — 439. 

(?*) Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. 44—53, 125—128. 

(/:) Sa. 47, 48. 

0 Ss. 1 , 3. 

(m) Select Pleas of the Forest (Selden Society), pp. xciv. — xevi. 

\^n) Ibid., pp. xcvii, xcviii. 

(o) ZWd., pp. ci. — cvi. Some account of these perambulations is given in R, 
V. Rodley {Inhabitants) (1667), Hard. 437, 438. 

(p) 1 Edw. 3, stat. 2 , c. 1 . 

( 7 ) See Sir W. Jones’ Bexiorts atpp. 260 — 298 for the eyre in Berkshire in 1632 ; 
and compare Gardiner, History of England, vii., p. 303 ; viii., pp. 77, 86 , 282. 

(r) 16 Car. 1 , c. 16. 

(a) 4 Co. Inst. 303, 304 , 
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consiBtod in seeing that the beasts of the forest did not stray into 
these districts (t). 

381. Even before the seventeenth century the forest organisa- 
tion was in a state of decay. In the course of that century the 
process of decay was accelerated. The courts of common law 
supervised the proceedings of the forest courts (it), and limited their 
jurisdiction (a:). Eyi'es were seldom held(?/); and the cessation 
of the eyre meant the collapse of the whole system, as upon it 
the proceedings of all the lower courts depended (a). 

Such parts of the old organisation as remain are now regulated 
by statutes of the nineteenth century. In 1817 the offices of 
Warden, Chief Justice and Justice in Eyre of the forests were 
abolished {h ) ; and in 1829 the powers of these officials were vested 
in the First Commissioner of His Majesty’s Woods, Forests, and 
Land Revenues (c). Large powers over existing forestal officers 
and over disputes as to forest boundaries were given to the Commis- 
sion (d), and the jurisdiction of the Court of Attachment was regu- 
lated (f). Rut it was provided that the Crown could always have 
recourse to the ordinary law and the ordinary courts, if it saw fit (/). 
In 1832 the powers of this Commission were handed over to the 
Commission of Woods, Forests, Land Revenues, Works and Build- 
ings (fi). When> in 1851, the Commissioners of Woods, Forests, and 
Land Revenues were separated from the Commissioners of Works and 
Public Buildings (h) the greater part of the control of the forests was 
handed over to the former Commissioners (i). Their control is subject 
to numerous local Acts passed to deal with particular forests (/r). 


{t) Manwood, Forest Laws, oth cd., pp. 300 — 3S)8; Coke tells us, 4 Co. Inst. 
304, that “ these ransers have used to prevent unlawful hunting and hunters of 
the King’s deer within the purlieu, as in the night or at unseasonable deer, or 
killing of the king’s deer by no purlieu men, but unlawful hunters or the like, 
such as should not take advantage of their own wrong both to tie King and 
the purlieu men.” 

4 Co. Inst. 290, 294, 297. 

Lovelace's {Lord) Case (1089), Comb. 159. 

Manwood, Fore.st Laws, oth ed., pp. 101, 102. 

(a) I bid., at p. 505, he says, “ By the laws of tho Forest all the proceedings 
of those courts for the greatest offences done in tho Forest are as nothing until 
such time as they are presented to tho Lord Justice in Eire of the Forest at the 
Justice Seat” ; for an eyre held at the end of the seventeenth century, see 
North, Life of Lord Keeper Guilford (Jessopp's od.), i., pp. 57, 58; 3 Bl. Com. 73. 
(h) 57 Goo. 3, c. 61. 

(c) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 60), s. 95. 

{d) Ibid,, ss. 14, 94, 96. 

(e) Ibid,, ss. 100 — 102. 

(/) Ibid., ss. 103, 104. 

{(l) Crown Lands Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 1). 

(A) Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 42). 

(t) By the Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 6. Tlie duties and 
powers of management and all other duties and powers exercised by the Com- 
missioners of Woods relative to the forestal rights and interests of the Crown in, 
to, or over that portion of Waltham Forest usual^ called Epping Forest, after 
the 31st December, 1866, were transferred to the Commissioners of Works ; for 
other statutes relating to Epping and Waltham Forests, see note (k), infra. 

fk) The local statutes relating to the royal forests now in force are as 
follows : — 

Alice Holt— (1812) 52 Geo. 3, c. 72 ; (1865) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 16. 
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382 . The Commissioners of Woods have power to grant leases 
for a term not exceeding thirty-one years of any part of the royal 
forests for the purpose of making a railway, tramroad, or inclined 
plane, or for erecting a steam engine or other works or machinery, 
with a licence in such lease to make* or erect the same, and to raise, 
get, and carry away stone, slate, coal, ore, or marl in the royal 
forests ([). 

But no such lease or licence may he granted where its use would 
interfere with or abridge or prove inconsistent with the exercise of 
rights vested in certain companies established by statute (m) without 
their previous consent and concurrence (n). 

All leasee granted under the authority of the Crown Lands Act, 
1829, of parts of the royal forests may be either in the form set 
out in the schedule to that Act or in any other form which the 
Commissioners may deem more expedient (o). 


Brecknock— (1812), 62 Goo. 3, c. IGl ; (1815), 55 Oco. 3, c. 190 ; (1818), 
58 Geo. 3, c. 99. 

Dean— (1667-8), 19 & 20 Car. 2, c. 8 ; (1808), 48 Geo. 3, c. 72 ; (1819), .59 
Goo. 3, c. 86; (1836), 6 & 7 Will. 4. c. 3 ; (1837-8), 1 & 2 Viet. c. 42 ; (1837-8), 
1 & 2 Viet. c. 43; (1842), 5 & 6 Viet. c. 48; (1842), 5 & 6 Viet. c. 65; (1845), 
8 & 9 Viet. c. 118, s. 13; (1852), 15 & 16 Viet. c. 62, s. 1 ; (1855), 18 & 19 
Viet. c. 16 ; (1861), 24 & 25 Viet. c. 40 ; (1866), 29 & 30 Viet. c. 62, s. 5 ; (1866), 
29 & 30 Viet, c. 70 ; (1871), 34 & 35 Viet. c. 85 ; (1883), 46 & 47 Viet. c. Ixxxvii. ; 
(1904), 4 Edw. 7, c. clvi. ; (1906), 6 Edw. 7, c. cxix. 

Delamere— (1855), 18 & 19 Viet. c. 16; (1856), 19 & 20 Viet. c. 13. 

Epping— (1866), 29 & 30 Viet. c. 62, s. 6; (1871), 34 & 35 Viet. c. 93 ; (1872), 
35 & 36 Viet. c. 95; (1875), 38 & 33 Viet. c. 6; (1878), 41 & 42 Viet. c. eexiii. ; 
(1880), 43 & 44 Viet. c. exxx. 

Exmoor— (1814-5), 55 Geo. 3, c. 138. 

IIainault-(1851), 14 & 15 Viet. c. 43 ; (1858), 21 & 22 Viet. c. 37. 

Isle of Man— (1865), 28 & 29 Viet. c. 28. 

New— (1799-1800), 39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 86; (1801), 41 Geo. 3 (U. K), c. 108 ; 
(1806), 48 Goo. 3, c. 72; (1810), 60 Geo. 3, c. 116; (1812), 62 Goo. 3, c. 161 ; 
(1819), 59 Goo. 3, c. 86; (1845), 8 & 9 Vick c. 118, b. 13 ; (1849), 12 & 13 Viet, 
c. 81 ; (1851), 14 & 15 Viet. c. 76; (1852), 16 & 16 Viet, c. 62, s. 9; (1854), 

17 & 18 Viet. c. 49 ; (1866), 29 & 30 Viet. c. 62, s. 6 ; (1866), 29 & 30 Viet. c. 66 ; 
(1877), 40 & 41 Viet. c. exxi. ; (1879), 42 & 43 Viet. c. cxciv. ; (1883), 46 & 47 
*vict. c. Ixxxvi. 

Salcey— (1825), 6 Geo. 4, c. 132 ; (1855), 18 & 19 Viet. c. 16. 

Sherwood — (1818), 58 Geo. 3, c. 100. 

Silston-~(1824), 5 Geo. 4, c. 99. 

Waltham— (see also Epping, svpra) (1849), 12 & 13 Viet. c. 81. 

Whichwood— (1852-3), 16 & 17 Viet. c. 36 ; (1856\ 19 & 20 Viet. c. 32. 
Whittlewood — (1824), 5 Geo. 4, c. 99; (1853), 16 & 17 Viet. c. 42; (1854-5), 

18 & 19 Viet. c. 16. 

Windsor — (1813), 53 Geo. 3, c. 158; (1815), 55 Geo. 3, c. 122; (1816), 56 
Geo. 3, c. 132. 

Woolmer — (1812), 52 Geo. 3, c. 71; (1855), 18 & 19 Viet. c. 16; (1855), 18 
& 19 Viet. c. 46. 

(/) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 97. These leases are to be made 
under such modifications and restrictions, for such yearly rent, and upon such 
terms and conditions as the Commissioners of Woods may deem expedient. As to 
the powers of leasing contained in the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; 
stat. 1, c. 7, Ruff.), see p. 147, ante; as to the provisions generally relating to 
mines and quarries imder forests, see title Mikes, Minerals, and Quarries. 

(m) 49 Gw. 3, c. clviii. ; 49 Geo. 3, c. clix. These statutes refer to the making 
and maintaining of railways and tramroads in the Forest of Dean and placet 
adjoining thereto. 

S Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 50), s. 97. 
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TliG Crown has no right to interfere with the vesting of a Crown sect. 2 . 
lease in a trustee in bankruptcy (p). Surrendered 

. , Bevenues 

383. In all cases of purprestures or encroachments in the arising from 

royal forests which appear to have been inclosed or used and Crown 

occupied by the persons then in possession, or under whom the same Lands, 

are claimed to be held without any effectual interruption on the comp^tion 
part of the Crown for a period not less than ten years, the Com- for reiin- 
missioners may make satisfaction or compensation in money in q««hing 
consideration of the removal, abatement, or resumption of such 
encroachment or purpresture, or may grant to the persons in 
possession thereof a lease for a term not exceeding three lives or 

thirty -one years either of such encroachment or purpresture, or any 
other part of the forest in lieu thereof, as may appear to them 
reasonable and proper (q). 

384. The Commissioners may contract for the sale or exchange Commis- 
of and dispose of, either by way of sale for a money considera- 

tion or by way of exchange for other lands or hereditaments, with certain* lands 
or without giving or receiving a sum of money for equality of in forests, 
exchange, any part of the possessions and land revenues of the 
Crown (r) consisting of land not suitable for the growth of timber 
in the royal forests wholly or in part surrounded by, intermixed 
with, or contiguous to other lands not the property of the Crown, 
and waste or other lands in the royal forests which do not exceed 
in value in any one instance the sum of 111,000, or rights or 
interests of little value to the Crown, which the Crown has (.?) over 
land in the royal forests the property of the subjects of the Crown, 
or rights of forest, free chase, and free warren in or belonging to 
the roj'al forests independent of, and not being appurtenant to, any 
existing manor or lordship (t). 

385. Surveyors of turnpike roads or highways, or any other Gravel et«k 
persons, may not dig, get, or carry away stone or gravel or other 

(jo) Re Thomas, Ex parte Commissioners of Woods and Forests (1888), 21 
Q. B. D. 380 ; Dean Forest Amendment Act, 1*801 (24 & 25 Yict. c. 40), as. 1, 4. 

{(j) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50j, s. 96. In such leases the 
annual rent to be paid to the Crown is that wnich to the Commissioners of 
Woods may seem reasonable and proper [ihidX This provision is repealed, as 
regards purprestures in the Forest of Doan in tne county of Gloucester, by s. 14 
of the statute 1 & 2 Viet. c. 42. But all the provisions of the Crown Lands 
Act, 1829, as regards encroachments or trespasses made, or from the 27th July, 

1 838, to be made or continued in the said forest, are to remain and be in full 
force. 

fr) To which the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), relates. 

(«) The rights and interests which the Crown had on the 19th June, 1829 
fthe passing of the Crown Lands Act, 1829), or may have subsequently to that 
aate. As to the application of moneys received by the Commissioners of Woods 
in respect of any sales, exchanges, or leases in any of the royal forests, see 
p. 127, ante, 

{t) Such sales and exchanges to be carried into effect as directed by the Crown 
Lands Act, 1829, with respect to other parts of the land revenues of the Grown 
to which such Act relates s. 98). As to sales generally of Crown landSf 
see p. 167, ante; and as to exchange, see p. 169, ante; as to reebdotions on 
sales, leases, and exchanges of royal forest8> parks, and chases in England 
8. 34), see p. 167, ante. 



188 


Constitutional Law. 


SlUT. 2. 
Sarrendered 
Revenues 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Settlement 
of disputed 
claims of 
Crown. 

New Forest — 
Military 
Lands Act. 

Licences to 
hunt etc. 


Game Act, 
1831, not to 
affect rights. 


materials for the making or repairing of roads or ways, or for any 
other purpose, in or from the forests, woods, or woodlands of the 
Crown without the consent in writing of the Commissioners (m). 

386. Doubtful or disputed rights or claims of the Crown to 
forestal rights may be adjusted or settled by the Commissioners, with 
the consent of the Crown, and by warrant from the Treasury (x). 

387. The Military Lands Act, 1892 (jy), does not authorise the 
taking of land in the New Forest, and does not give power to the 
Commissioners to grant or lease or give licences over such land. 

388. The Commissioners, with the approval of the Treasury, may 
grant licences to any person to hunt, hawk, fish and fowl on and 
over any parts of the New Forest and Forest of Dean the soil and 
freehold of which is vested in the Crown subject and according to the 
provisions in force relative to licences by the Commissioners (a). 

389. The Game Act, 1831 (1), does not defeat or diminish any 
reservation, exception, covenant, or agreement prior to the 5th 
October, 1831 (c), contained in any private Act of Parliament, deed, 
or other writing relating to the game upon any land, nor prejudice 
the rights of any lord or owner of any forest, chase, or warren, or 
of any lord of a manor, lordship, or ro 5 ’alty, or reputed manor, 
lordship, or royalty, or of a steward of the Crown of a manor, 
lordship, or royalty appertaining to the Crown (d) ; nor does it alter 
or affect the prerogative rights or privileges of the Crown, or the 
powers or authorities vested in the Commissioners in the forests 
of the Crown, or their boundaries, .or in the appointment of 
stewards, gamekeepers, or other officers of the forests, parks, or 
chases, or of any hundred, honor, manor, or lordship being part of 
the possessions and land revenues of the Crown, or certain other 
rights, privileges, or immunities in such forests etc., or the rights 
or privileges of persons holding under grants or purchases from the 
Crown ; nor does it give to lords of manors or other persons within 
forests or their boundaries any privileges, rights, or powers which 


(h) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 106. This section was 
repealed in part (to “ p^ing of this Act ”) by the Statute Law Revision (No. 2) 
Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 67), but the repeal docs not affect the above 
statement. 

See p. 155, ante, 

55 & 56 Viet. c. 43, s. 24 ; and see p. 202, post. 

Grown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 5; in exercise of any 
powers by law vested in such Commissioners to grant liconcos to hunt, hawk, 
fish or fowl upon or over any forest belonging to tho Crown and under the 
management of such Commissioners. No suen licence operates as a lease or 
demise notwithstanding anything contained in tho Act. S. 9 of tho New 
Forest Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 76), empowering the Crown to grant 
licences to sport over the New Forest, is repealed by this Act. The other 
statutes relating to tho New Forest and tho Forest of Dean ore stated in note (k), 
p. 185, ante . ' 

(M 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 32. 

[eS The date of the passing of the Game Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, o. 32b 
(a) Ihid., 8. 8. As to the provisions relating to the game generally, see 
title Gahs. 
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they did not possess or to which they were not entitled before the 
5th October, 1881 (e). 

390. The lord or steward of the Crown of every manor, lordship, 
or royalty (/) has the right of killing the game upon the wastes or 
commons within such manor, lordship, or royalty, and to authorise 
persons who have obtained an annual game certihcate (g) to enter 
upon such wastes or commons for the purpose of pursuing and killing 
the game thereon (/t). 

A right of lopwood (f) lying within a manor cannot be created 
by custom or prescription, or otherwise than by Crown grant or Act 
of Parliament (/c). 

Where waste land had been allotted under an Inclosure Act, 
and in respect of it a prescriptive claim was made to a right 
of common in the waste and to a right of pannage in the open 
woods of the New Forest, the claim was disallowed, as it could not 
have had a legal origin in a grant from the Crown (l). 

Owners and occupiers of lands, as against the lords of the several 
manors in the forest, are entitled to common of pasturage for 
cattle, levant and coucliant, on their respective tenements over all 
waste lands of the forest, and inclosures of such lands will be 
restrained (m). 

A commoner who objects to the proceedings of the owners of 
the forest and destroys their notice boards may be convicted before 
justices (n). 


(»-) The date of the passing of the Game Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 32) ; but 
such prerogatives, immunities, privileges, rights, and powers remain as if such 
Act had not been passed. The provisions of tno Game Act, 1831 , as to trespassers 
do not {inter alia) apply to gamekeepers appointed within the limits of free 
warren or free chase, nor to lords or stewards of the Ci own of manors, lordships, 
or royalties, or reputed manors, lordships, or royalties, nor to gamekeepers 
appointed by such lords or stewards within the limits of such manor, lordship, 
or royalty (ibid., s. 35). And generally, as to trespassers in search of game on 
Crown lands, see ibid., ss. 30 — 30. 

(/) Or reputed manor, lordship, or royalty. 

Ig) The term “ g^mo certificate ” means a licence to kill game under the 
provisions of the Game Licences Act, 1800 (23 & 21 Viet. c. 90). 

(h) Game Act, 1831 (I & 2 Will. 4, c. 32), s. 10. The Act docs not 
affect the rights or privileges which lords of manors, lordships, or royalties, or 
reputed manors, lordships, or royalties, or stewiirds of the Crown of manors, 
lordships, or royalties, belonging to the Crown had before 5th October, 1831 (the 
date of the passing of the Act), exercised over such wastes or commons. 

(t) That iSj a right for the inhabitants of a parish to lop for fuel the branches 
of trees Rowing upon the waste lands of a manor at certain times of the year. 

{k) Chilton V. London Corporation (1878), 7 Ch. D. 735 ; Willingale v. 
Maitland (1867), L. 11. 3 Eq. 103 ; os to presumption from proof of user by 
inhabitants, see Riven {Lord) v. Adame (1878), 3 Ex. D. 361 ; Goodman v. 
Saltash Corporation (1882), 7 App. Cas. 633, 637 ; as to the right of cutting 
brakes, litter etc., see De la TFarr {Earl) v. Miles (1831), 17 Ch. D. 535, ana 
Vol. VI., p. 484. 


U) Mills V. New Forest Commissioner (1856), 18 0. B. 60. 


(m) Sewers Commissioners y. Olasse (1874), L. R. 19 Eq. 134; (1872) 7 Ch. 
App. 456; and see Howard v. Maitland (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 695 ; Sewers Com- 
missioners of Citif of London v. Oellatly (1876), 3 Oh. D. 610; as to the 

S [ue8tion of sufficiency of common where no deer had been turned on ttie waste 
or upwards of twenty years, see Lake v. Flaxton (1854), 10 Exch. 196 ; and 
Manwood, Forest Laws, tit. Fence Month. 

(n) B, V. Alcock^ Ex parte Chilton (1878), 87 L. T. 829. 
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Bbot. s. 391 . Ashdown Forest, also known as Lancaster Great Park, in 
Sorrendered Sussex, of which the Crown was seised in right of the Duchy of 
Bevenues Lancaster, except during the period of the Commonwealth, was 
arising from disafforested by letters patent of King Charles II. and by him 
CroTO granted in 1677 to the Earl of Dorset and others. The right of the 
La^s. commoners over a certain portion of this forest is limited to common 
Ashdown of pasturage and herbage, and does not include the right to cut and 
Forest— carry away the brakes, fern, heather, and litter growing therein, 
pMtLagectc. acquired by prescription (o). 

Disobedience 392 . Disobedience to an order of the Epping Forest Commis- 
of order. eioners made under the Epping Forest Amendment Act, 1872 (p), 
has been held to bo a misdemeanour at common law (q). 

Hainauit 393 . The award of the Commissioners relating to the extent 
Forest. of the forest of Ilainault, the allotments to the Crown, fuel 
assignments etc., are set out in the Hainauit Forest Act, 1858 (r). 

New Forest— 394 . No part of the New Forest in the county of Southampton, or 
Inclosure of of ti,o Forest of Dean in the county of Gloucester, is land (s) subject 
lands. inclosed under the Inclosure Act, 1845 (t). 

(12) Oshorne Estate. 

Osborne 395 . The Osbome estate in the Isle of Wight now forms part 

estate. of the hereditary revenues of the Crown and has ceased to be part 
of the private estates of the Sovereign (a). 

(o) De la Warr {Earl) v. 3fi7e3 (1881), 17 Ch. D. 535. As to presumption of 
Crown grants generally, see Vol. VI., p. 483 ; Vawson v. M'Oroggan, [1903] 1 L E. 
92 (lost gi*ant presumed). As to prescription generally, see title Easements 
AND Profits A Prendre. 

[f) 35 & 36 Viet. c. 95, s. 6. 

Iq) R V. Walker (1875), L. E. 10 Q. B. 355. 

(r) Jle Ilainault Forest Act, 1858 (18G1), 9 C. B. (n. 8.) 648 ; as to extents 
and surveys being admissible, see p. 198, post. 

(s) Land subject to be inclosed under the Inclosure Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet, 
c. 118), is described in s. 11 of that Act; see title Open Spaces and Eecueation 
Grounds. 

(/) Ibid., 8 . 13. This section, so far as relates to tlie portions of the Forest 
of Lean called Walmore Common in the parish of AVestbury-on-Sevoru and the 
Bearce Common in the parish of Saint Briavels, is repealed by the Dean Forest 
(Walmore and the Bearce Commons) Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 70). The 
powers of the In closure Commissioners are now transferred to the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries; see note (»), p. 110, ante. The inclosure (and the 
provisions for that purpose) of tho various forests, or parts of them, are dealt 
with under tho local Acts wnich are enumerated in* note (A), p. 185, ante. The 
other statutes relating to the Now Forest and the Forest of Dean are set out 
in the same note. 

New Forest. — A tabular arrangement of the admeasurement and value of 
manors and other landed property within and adjacent to the New Forest at the 
time of Edward the Confessor, and after the afforestation by William the 
Conqueror, will be found in Lewis on Forests, 1811 ed., pp. 173 et aeq. 

(a) Osbome Estate Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 37). The Crown Lands Acts, 
1829 to 1894, apply to the Osborne estate, but parts of the estate are under 
the management of the Commissioners of Works as if it had been committed 
to their management imder s. 22 of the Crown Lands Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet* 
^ 42) ; and arrangements may at any time be made, with the consent of the 
Treasury , for placing any part of the Osbome estate under such management 
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(13) Misctllaneom, 

(a) Agricultural Holdings and Small Holdings and AllotmenU, 

396. The Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 (6), applies to land 
belonging to the Crown in right of the Crown. 

For the purposes of that Act the Commissioners of Woods, or 
other the proper officer or body having charge of the land for the 
time being, or, in case there is no such officer or body, then such 
person as the Crown may appoint in writing under the Royal 
Sign Manual, represents the Crown and is deemed to be the 
landlord. 

The power of the Treasury to direct the cost of certain improve- 
ments to be charged to capital and repaid out of income (c) extends 
to any compensation payable by the Commissioners in respect of an 
improvement comprised in Part I. or Part II. of the First Schedule 
to the Act(d). 

Any compensation payable by the Commissioners in respect of 
an improvement comprised in Part HI. of the First Schedule to the 
Act (e) is to be paid as part of the expenses of the management of 
the land revenues of the Crown (/). 

In the case of a holding in respect of which it is agreed in writing 
on or after 1st January, 1896, that the holding is let or treated as 
a market garden, the provisions of the Act (g) apply as if the 
improvements comprised in the Third Schedule (h) to the Act were 
comprised in Part III. of the First Schedule to the Act, provided 
that, in the case of Crown lands, compensation in respect of an 
improvement comprised in paragraphs (1), (2), and (5) of the 
Third Schedule must be paid in the same manner and out of the 
same funds as if it was an improvement comprised in Part I. of the 
First Schedule (i). 


or for withdrawing any part from such management as appears convenient at 
the time. 

As a memorial to Her late Majesty Queen Victoria, the Commissioners o! 
Works are directed, during His Majesty King Edwai-d VII.’s pleasure, to 
preserve, so far as may be, in its present condition, and keep open to the public, 
in such manner and on such terms as the Commissioners, with the approval of 
the Sovereign, determine, such part of Osborne House as appears to have been 
in the personal occupation of Her late Majesty ; certain directions are given in 
the Act as to the rest of the Osborne estate. 

'Ihe Act operates to discharge the Osborne estate from all limitations, powers, 
and provisions to which it is subject ; but does not affect any of the land reserved 
for the private use of members of the Itoyal Family, or any grant or lease 
existing on 18th December, 1902 (the date of the commencement of this Act), 
and affecting any part of the Osborne estate. 

(i) 8 Edw. 7, c. 28. As to agricultural holdings generally, see title 
Agkiculture, Vol. I., p. 237. 

(c) Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 1. 

(o) See title AqricuIiTUkb, Vol. L, p, 258, for those improvements. 

(e) See title Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 261, note (A). 

(/ ) 8 Edw. 7, c. 28, s. 37. As to the application of this Act to land of tho 
Duchy of Lancaster, see p. 235, post; and to land of the Duchy of Cornwall, 
p. 255, post. 

(g) 8 Edw. 7, c. 28. 

(A) See title AaRiouLTUEB, Vol. I., p. 269. 

(♦) Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 28), ■. « (1) (i.) (a). 
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Sect. 2 . The CommisBioners, with the consent of the Treasury, may lease 
Surrendered land belonging to the Crown to a council for the purposes of small 
Bevennes holdings or allotments for a term not exceeding thirty-five years, 
arising fiom either with or without a right of renewal of the tenancy for a term 

Cro^ of not less than fourteen or more than thirty-five years (k). 

Lands. 


SmaU bridges. 

hidings and 397. The Commissioners may (/) convey to a bridge authority (m) 
allotments. willing and able to accept such a conveyance, bridges (n) and land 
Commis- required for widening or improving them, either unconditionally 
or subject to conditions and terms, as may he agreed upon between 
bridge the Commissioners and the bridge authority, notwithstanding any- 
thing in the Crown Lands Acts, 1829 to 1894, to the contrary (o). 

The Commissioners when in occupation of a bridge as servants 
of the Crown are not liable to be rated to the relief of the poor, 
although authorised to take tolls 


(c) Churches, Parsonages, Hospitals, Cemeiei-ies etc. 

Sites for 398. The Crown may by deed or writing under the Great Seal, 

churches etc. or under the seal of the Duchy and County Palatine of Lancaster, 
give, grant, and vest in persons, or bodies politic or corporate, and 
their heirs and successors respectively, lands or tenements W’ithin 
the survey of the Exchequer or of tlie Duchy of Lancaster (not 
exceeding five acres in one grant) for erecting, rebuilding, repairing, 
purchasing, or providing a church or chapel, where the liturgy and 
rites of the Church of England are used or observed, or a mansion- 
house for the residence of a minister officiating in such church etc., 
or for outbuildings, offices, churchyard, or glebe for the same, the 
consent of the ordinary being first obtained (q). 

Such a grant does not override any customary rights other than 
rights of common and manorial rights of a like nature, and there- 
fore does not affect a customary right to a part of the waste, such 
as a village green (?•). 


{Ic) Small Uoldings and Allotments Act, 1908 (8 lidw. 7, c. 30), s. 40. For 
Allotments, see that title, Vol. L, 331 ; for Small Holdings, see that title. 

(/) Under and in accordance with the Crown Lands Acts, 1829 to 1894, and 
notwithstanding anything in those Acts. 

{m) For the purposes of s. 6 of the Crown Lands Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 28), 
the expression “ bridge authority” moans any local authority having the duty 
of the care and maintenance of bridges, and ‘ ‘ bridge ” includes the approaches 
to and abutments of a bridge {ibid., s. 6 (2) ). 

(n) Under the management of the Commissioners of Woods. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 6. As to bridges generally, see title Hiouways, Stbeets and 
Bridges. 

(p) B. V. McCann (1808), L. E. 3 Q. B. 677, Ex. Ch. ; Oraham v. Works 
Commissioners, [1901] 2 K. li. 781, 791. 

{q) Gifts for Churches Act, 1811 (51 Oeo. 3, c. 115), s. 1. The lands or 
tenements may be so held by such persons etc. for those purposes notwith- 
standing the Mortmain Acts or the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, 
c. 7, Buff.). The Gifts for Churches Act, 1811, does not alter or amend such of 
the provisions of the Gifts for Churches Act, 1803 (43 Oeo. 3, c. 108), ns are not 
specially mentioned in the Act. As to churches generally, see title Eocle. 
siAsnoAL Law. Grants or inclosures of common made under the Gifts for 
Ohurchra Act, 1811 (and other Acts mentioned in the schedule) are restricted 
by the Commons Act, 1899 (02 & 03 Viet. c. 30), s. 22, and Sched. 1. ; see tiUe 
Commons, Vol. IV., at p. 610. 

(r) Forbes y. Ecclesiastical Commissioners far England (1872), L. E. 16 Eq. 61. 
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The principal officer of a public department holding lands or 2 . 

hereditaments («) on behalf of the Crown, or otherwise for the Surrendered 
public use or the use of such department (<)» may grant and ^venues 
convey or release, either by way of voluntary gift or of sale, to the 
Governors of Queen Anne’s Bounty, in fee simple or otherwise, 

such lands or hereditaments to be used as parsonages or residences 

for incumbents of benefices, or the outbuildings, yards, gardens, or 
their appurtenances, or as sites or for enlarging sites for the same («)• 

399 . The Lord Chancellor (x) may sell and convey the advow- Sale of 
sons of certain livings (a) in the manner, for the considerations, and 
subject to the regulations of the Lord Chancellor’s Augmentation 

Act, 1863 (&); and may direct that part of the purchase-money of an 
advowson, but not exceeding the sum of £500, may be applied for 
the purpose of purchasing, building, or rebuilding a parsonage 
liouse on the living, but an equal sum must be paid for the same 
purpose by the incumbent or owner of the advowson (c). 

400 . Donations of money for religious or educational purposes Donations 
connected with land under the management of the Commissioners, “oney. 
or for the purpose of a hospital, infirmary, or cemetery, may be 

made by them, with the consent of the Treasury, out of the income 
of the land revenues of the Crown (d). 


fs) Messuages, buildings, lands, tenements, or hereditaments. 

(l) As to other persons, corporations etc., authorised by the Parsonages Act, 
18G5 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 69), to convey houses and lands to such governors by 
way of gift or sale for parsonages, and as to the provisions generally, see title 
Ecclesiastical Law. 

(m) Gifts for Churches Act, 1811 (51 Geo. 3, c. 115), s. 4. The assurances 
may be made according to the form contained in s. 20 of Queen Anne’s Bounty 
Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 20), or as near to it as the case may admit, or in any 
other foim which the Governors may approve ; but no such assurances from the 
same body or persons otherwise than upon a sale for fair value may comprise 
(including the site of buildings) more than one acre, and upon assumnees by 
way of sale the purchase-money may be paid to the vendors or as they appoint, 
and their receipt is a sufficient discharge. In the case of a sale for more than 
£20 by a tenant for life or other person having only a partial estate, the pur- 
chase-money must be paid to ana applied by two trustees in manner provided 
by B. 71 of the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18). As 
to the provisions of that Act, see title Compxjlsoiiy PunenASE of Land and 
Compensation, Vol. VI., p. 1. The power of the Ci'own to grant ground for the 
site of a church or chapel, cemetery or burial ground, or for the residence of a 
spiritual person who may serve such church or chapel, or for the site of a 
p^arochial or district school, to an amount not exceeding five acres, under the 
Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 45, was repealed by the Crown Lands 
Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 43), s. 6 (1) ; see also the Crown Lands Act, 1885 (48 & 
49 Viet. c. 79), 8. 6. 

(x) The term “ Lord Chancellor ” includes the Lord Keeper and Commissioner 
of the Groat Seal (Lord Chancellor’s Augmentation Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet, 
c. 120), 8. 37). 

(a) The advowsons mentioned in this Act are those of the several livings 
included in the First Schedule to the Act, which, so far as it related to certain 
named honoficos, was repealed by the Statute Law Bovision Act, 1893 (56 Viet, 
c. 14), 8. 1, and Schedule. 

(b) 26 & 27 Viet. c. 120, s. 1. 

(c) Ibid.f 8. 8. 

(a) Crown Lands Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 43), s. 5, This section repealed 
•. 46 of the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 60), and ss. 3 — 5 of tho 



194 


Constitutional Law. 


Sbot. S. 
Surrendered 
Beyennes 
aiising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Commis- 
Bioners may 
purchase 
copyholds. 

Crown lord 
of manor. 

Enrolment. 


Rights of 
persons under 
a will etc. 


(d) Copyholds. 

401. The Commissioners of Woods, with the consrat of the 
Treasury, may contract for and purchase lands or hereditaments of 
copyhold or customary tenure which adjoin to or are intermixed with, 
or desirable to be held with, freehold hereditaments vested in the 
Crown [e). Lands so purchased are to be surrendered and vested 
in trustees for the Crown (/). 

402. The legal estate in hereditaments of copyhold or cus- 
tomary tenure is not vested in the Commissioners, but the Crown 
is still lord of the manor {g). 

403. When the freehold of copyhold or customary tenements 
of a manor belonging to the Crown is sold Qi) by the Commissioners 
for the purpose of enfranchising such copyhold or customary 
tenements, or manorial rights parcel of a manor belonging to the 
Crown are sold by the Commissioners, the deed or instrument by 
which the sale is effected must be enrolled in the court rolls of 
such manor (i). 

Upon such a sale by the Commissioners to a tenant (whether 
there has been a conditional surrender or not) the right of 
persons in copyhold or customary tenements or lands subject to 
such manorial rights under a will, settlement, mortgage, or other- 
wise, continues to attach upon the tenement or land as if the free- 
hold were comprised in, and had been devised, conveyed, charged, 
or otherwise disposed of by, the will, settlement, mortgage, or other 
instrument or disposition under which such person claims (k). 


Crown Lands (Scotland) Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 58), authorising the grant 
of lands for churches, chapels, and other purposes. 

(c) Crown Lands Act, 1841 (5 Viet. c. 1), s. 5. 

(/) Ihid.y ss. 6, 7. A declaration of trust together with an authenticated copy 
of the surrender and admittance are to be enrolled in the Office of Land Eevonue 
Becords and Enrolments, and a minute or docket of the same entered in the 
office of such Commissioners. The provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1 829 
(10 Geo. 4, c. 50), as to purchasing, selling, leasing, or exchanging any part of 
the possessions and land revenues of the Crown apply to lands of copyhold or 
customary tenure. As to the general provisions relating to copyholds, see title 
Copyholds. 

{g) R, V. Powell (1841), 1 Q. B. 352 ; Nurse v. Seymour {Lord) (1851), 13 Beav. 
254; Fry on Specific Performance (1903 ed.), p. 110. Soe also title Specific 
Performance. 

{It) Under the powers given by the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), 
and, semhlcy by any subsequent statutes affecting the same. 

(i*) I hid., s. 69. The enrolment is to be made by the steward of the manor 
(or by his deputy) upon production to him of the deed or instrument of sale. 
The steward or deputy steward, having enrolled the certificate and receipt or 
other instrument, must attest the same under his hand and return it to the 
purchaser. The provision as to sales by the Commissioners of Woods (under the 
powers of the Crown liands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), and Acts amending 
it) to copyhold tenants for purpose of enfranchisement is amended by s. 4 of the 
Crown Lands Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 79). As to the enrolments of instru- 
ments for the pu^ose of preserving a recoi-d of enfranchisement of lands held 
of manors vested in the Crown, see p. 195, post. As to the general provisions 
respecting the enrolment of deeds and instruments relating to Ci’own lands etc* 
in England and Wales, see p. 171, ante. 

(A) Crown Lands Act, 1886 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 79), s. 4. The Copyhold Acte, 
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The parchaser in such a case may mortgage the fee simple sect.*. 
of the tenement or land to secure the payment of the purchase- Surrendered 
money, costs, and interest (i). The mortgage has priority over all Revenues 
mortgages, charges, and incumbrances affecting the land except 
tithe commutation rent-charge and statutory charges or rent- Lands 
charges for drainage {m). ' 

404. For the purpose of preserving a record of enfranchise- Enfranchise- 

ments under the Copyhold Act, 1894 (n), of land held of manors ®ent— 
vested in the Crown, the keeper of the records and enrolments ' 

must provide a book in which is entered a memorial of every 

deed of enfranchisement of such land, and of every grant of a rent- 
charge on the enfranchisement, and of every conveyance of land 
purchased with the enfranchisement money (o). 

405. Where a manor (p) is vested in the Crown, in right of the Compcns*. 
Crown or of the Duchy of Lancaster, either in possession or in 


1852 (15 & IG Viet. c. 51) and 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 91), referred to in the 
margin to this section (s. 4), wore repealed hy the Copyhold Act, 1894 (57 & 68 
Viet. c. 4G), B. 100, Sched. III., with a proviso that dl awards, deeds, orders, 
certificates, scales, iustruments, charges, and rent-charges, made, executed, 
gi-anted, created, or having effect under any enactment repealed by that Act 
should have effect as if that Act had not been passed. 

(/) To the person advancing the same, his executors, administrators, and 
assigns. 

(rn) Crown Lands Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 79), s. 4, The mortgage maybe 
made although the purchaser advances the money and has priority over all 
mortgages, charges, and incumbrances affecting such land (except tithe com- 
mutation rent-charge and statutory charges or rent-charges for drainage), 
notwithstanding the priority in date or anterior title of such mortgages, charges, 
and incumbrances, but such previous mortgages, charges, and incumbrances 
continue notwithstanding the mortgage under this section. No such charge has 
priority over mortgages, charges, or incumbrances which at the time of the 
passing of the Act (14th August, 1885) may affect the lands enfranchised without 
the consent of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

(n) 67 & 58 Viet. c. 46. In the Act, unless the context otherwise requires, 
the expressions “admittance” and “enrolment” include every licence of any 
assurance and every ceremony, act, and assent by which the tenancy or 
holding of a tenant is perfected, and the expressions “admit” and “enrol” 
have corresponding meanings {ibid,y s. 94). 

(o) Ihid.y 8 . 71 (1). The memorial, where it is a conveyance of land, is to be 
accompanied by a plan of the land {ibid,y s. 71 (2)). The memorial of any 
instrument unaer mis section is to be signed by one of the parties {ibui.y 
8. 71 (3)). An instrument of which a memorial is required to be enrolled 
under t^s section does not take effect until a certiffcate has been written on it 
signed by the keeper of the records and enrolments (or by his deputy or assistant) 
that the memorial has been lodged at such olEce {ibid., s. 71 (4)); and such 
certificate purporting to be so signed is admissible as evidence of the facts 
stated in it (iftic?., s. 71 (5) ). A copy of the enrolment of the memorial is 
admissible as evidence of the deed or instrument or facts referred to in the 
memorial (i5id., s. 71 (6) }. The Treasury may direct what reasonable fees are 
to be paid for enrolments under this secuon, and the fees are expenses of the 
enfranchisement or purchase in respect of which the enrolment is made (t6td., 
B. 71 (7) ). For the ust of fees on enrolment, see p. 138, ante. As to the provi- 
sions generally relating to fees for enrolments, seai’ches, office copies etc., to 
paid in respect of Grown lands as the Treasury appoints, see Crown Lands Act. 
1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 1), s. 22, and pp. 135, 172, ante, 

{p) The expression “ manor” includes a reputed manor (Copyhold Act, 1894 
(67 & 68 Viet. c. 46), 8. 94). 
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Sect. 9 . remainder expectant on an estate less than an estate of inheritance, 
Sorrendered and either solely or in coparcenary with a subject, and the Com- 
Revenues missioners of Woods or the Chancellor and Council of the Duchy 
arising firom of Lancaster, as the case may be, enter into negotiations for the 
Cro^ enfranchisement (q) of land (r) held of the manor, and cannot agree 
LaMs. jijg tenant (a) as to the amount of consideration money to bo 

paid (h) by him for the enfranchisement, the Commissioners or the 
Chancellor and Council of the Duchy, as the case may be, may on 
the request of the tenant, and on an agreement for the enfranchise- 
ment being entered into by them and the tenant, refer it to the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to appoint a surveyor to 
determine the amount (e). 

Joint tenancy 406. A manor vested in the Crown, in right of the Crown, in 
possession, remainder, or reversion, in joint tenancy or coparcenary 
with a subject, may, so far as regards the rights and interests of the 
subject and of the tenant, be dealt with under the Copyhold Act, 
1894 ((1), and its provisions relating to enfranchisements in manors 
vested in the Crown, in right of the Crown, in remainder or rever- 
sion expectant on an estate of inheritance, apply so far as regards 
the share or interest of the Crown (c). 

Voluntary 407. A manor and land held of the manor whei'e vested in the 
enfranchise- Crown, in right of the Crown, in i-emainder or reversion expectant 
on an estate of inheritance, may, with the written consent of the 
Commissioners of Woods, be dealt with ( f) in respect to a voluntary 
enfranchisement (g). 


(q) The expression ‘‘enfranchisement” includes (unless the context otherwise 
requires) the discharge of freehold lands from heriots and other manorial rights ; 
and “ heriot ” includes a money payment in lieu of a heriot (Copyhold Act, 1804 
(57 & 58 Viet. c. 46), s. 94). 

(r) “ Land ” includes an undivided share in land {ibid,), 

(a) As to what the expression “tenant” comprehends, see title Copyholds. 

(b) To the Commissioners or to the Eeceiver-General of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
as the case may bo. 

(c) Copyhold Act, 1804 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 46J, s. 68 (1). On a reference being 
made under this section the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries must appoint a 
practical land surveyor for the purpose, and his award is final (r5tVZ., s. 68 (2)). 
xhe expenses incidental to such reference are to be treated as expenses on a 
compulsory enfranchisement at the instance of the tenant (/5/d., s. 68 (3) ). 

(d) 57 & 58 Viet. c. 4G. 

(e) Ibid,, s. 70. 

(/) Under the provisions of the Copyhold Act, 1891 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 40), and 
subject to the provisions of s. 69 of that Act. 

(.7) Ihid.y 6. 69 (1). When the consideration for an enfranchisement under 
this section is a gross sum, it is to be paid either to two trustees appointed for 
the purpose, one by the Commissioners of Woods and one by the person entitled 
to the rents and profits of the manor, or into court to the account of ex parte the 
Crown and the person so entitled {ibid., s. 69 (2) ). Money paid to trustees or 
into court under this section is to be applied in the purchase or redemption of 
the land tax affecting the manor or other land settled to the like uses as the 
manor, or in ^e purchase of land in fee simple convenient to be held with the 
manor, or in investment on Oovernment or real securities, or in investments in 
which trustees are authorised to invest {ibid,, s. 69 (3) ), the income of siich 
investment to be paid to the person entitled to the rents and profits of the manor 
[ibid., s. 69 (4) ); ^ 

Where land is pimchased with consideration money under this section, or 
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408. The provisions of the Copyhold Act, 1894 (h), with respect 
to compulsory enfranchisement do not apply to manors in which 
the Crown has any estate or interest in possession, reversion, or 
remainder (i). 

409. The provisions of the Copyhold Act, 1894^ (Ic), relating to 
the grant of easements to a lord of a manor for mining purjposes, 
the holding of customary courts although a copyhold tenant is not 
present, the making of grants or admittances out of the manor and 
out of court, the making of admittances without a presentment by 
the homage, the entry of surrenders and wills on the court rolls, 
and the partition of lands of copyhold or customary tenure, extend 
to manors and lands vested in the Crown in right of the Crown 
or of the Duchy of Lancaster (Z). The provision relating to 
the grant of easements to the lord for mining purposes extends 
to an enfranchisement of land held of a manor vested in the 
Crown effected under the provisions of any existing Act of 
Parliament (w). 


Skot. 2. 

Surrendered 
Bevenues 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 


Compulsory 

enfranchise- 

mcot. 


Application 
of Copyhold 
Act, 1894* 


410. Where lands or hereditaments of copyhold or customary Indemnity, 
tenure are purchased or taken in exchange by the Commissioners, 
and surrendered to or vested in a trustee on behalf of the Crown, 
all* sums of money, fines, fees, rents, services, and heriots, costs, 
charges, damages, and expenses, payable by or recovered from or 
against such trustee (r/), are to be borne and discharged by the 


where the consideration consists of a rent-charge, the land or rent-charge is to 
be conveyed to tho uses, on the trusts, and subject to the powers and pro- 
visions then affecting the manor, or as near thereto as circumstances permit 
(Copyhold Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 46), s. 69 (5) ). On payment of the con- 
sideration where it is a gross sum of money, or on or before the execution 
of the conveyance of the rent-charge, where the consideration is a rent- 
charge, tho Commissioners of Woods may join with the person entitled to the 
rents and profits of the manor in executing a deed of enfranchisement {ibid,, 
8. 69 (6) ). The deed must state in what manner the enfranchisement money, 
if any, has been applied {ibid,, s. 69 (7) ), and on its enrolment, made m 
manner provided by the Act, vests in the tenant all the estate, right, and 
interest of the Crown and of all other pei’sons interested under the settlement 
of the manor in the land enfranchised, either absolutely or subject to the 
reservations, if any, in the deed {ibid., s. 69 (8) ). 

A trustee appointed under this section by tho Commissioners of Woods is 
indemnified by them out of the rents and profits of tho possessions and land 
revenues of the Crown from costs and expenses incurred in the execution of the 
trusts, and of which he does not obtain repayment out of the trust moneys 
{ihid.j 8, C9 (9) ). As to the right of trustees of copyholds purchased by Com- 
missioners etc. to he indemnified for fines etc. paid by them, see infra, 

! h) 57 & 58 Viet. c. 46. 
t) Ibid., &. 96, 
k) 57 & 58 Viet. c. 46. 

0 Ibid., 8. 98 (1). 

m) Ibid., 8. 98 (2). Save for the express provisions that have been dealt 
with, this Act does not apply to manors or land vested in the Crown in right of 
the Crown or of the Duchy of Lancaster, or extend to or prejudice the Mtate, 
right, title, privilege, or authority of the Crown in right of the Duchy of Com. 
wall or its possessions, or of the Duke of Cornwall for the time beinir (ibid.. 
B.95{k{g)). ^ 

(n) Qis heirs, executors, or administrators, by reason of such surrender or 
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Constitutional Law. 


Sect. 3. 
Surrendered 
Bevennes 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Application 
to Crown, 


Commissioners of Woods, and the trustee (o) is to be indemnified 
by them (p). 

(e) Crown Estate Paving Ad, 1851. 

411. Neither the Crown Estate Paving Act, 1851 (q), nor any of 
the Acts recited in it (r), subject or charge the Crown («) or the 
capital or income of the possessions or land revenues of the Crown 
in right of the Crown to or with the payment of any rate or assess- 
ment, sum of money, debt, or liability, or the performance of any 
contract or engagement made, entered into, or incurred, in relation 
to paving, lighting, cleansing, or watering under the authority of 
the Act, or the Acts recited in it, or any of them (t). 


(f) Evidence^ 

Crown 412. An ancient extent of Crown lands found in the proper office, 

gurvevs etc. and purporting to have been taken by a steward of such lauds, and 
asevi encc. following in its construction the directions of the statute 4 Edw, 1, 
will be presumed to have been taken under competent authority, 
although the commission cannot be found (m) ; but a document pur- 
porting to be a survey of a manor founded on the presentment of 
the tenants is inadmissible either as a document made under public 
authority or as evidence of reputation (a). 

Documents deposited in the Office of Land Revenue Records and 
Enrolments may be proved by examined copies, although the 
original purport to be the rental of a former grantee of the Crown. 
Expired leases by the Crown of lands or mines tendered in evidence 
as acts of ownership by the Crown are similarly provable by examined 
copies, although the originals may not have been enrolled in the 
proper time (5). 

A document purporting to be a survey of a manor made while it 


conveyance to him or of his admission as trustee for the Crown or of any 
subse^ent suiTender by him. 

(o) His heirs, executors, or administrators, lands, tenements, goods, and 
chattels. 

(^) Crown Lands (Copyholds) Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 40), s. 3. As to 
trustees, appointed by the Commissioners of Woods in the case of a voluntary 
enfranchisement under the Copyhold Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 46), being 
indemnified against costs etc. in the execution of their trust, see p. 197, ante, 

{(]) 14 & 15 Viet. c. 95. 

(r) The Acts recited are 5 Oeo. 4, c. 100 ; 6 Geo. 4, c. 38 : 9 Geo. 4, c. G1 ; 
2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 56. 

(«) Heirs or successors. 

(t) Crown Estate Paving Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Viet. c. 9o\ s. 35. Thi.*^ Act 
transferred the duties of paving, lighting etc., parts of the Crown estate in the 
district of Begent’s Park and certain streets and places in Westminster from 
certain (^mmissi oners to the parishes, and transferred the jurisdiction of such 
commissioners to the Commissioners of Works. 

As to the Town Gardens Protection Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 13), not 
extending to Crown property, see p. 208, post, 

(u) Howe Y. Brenton (1828). 8 B. & C. 737, 747 ; S. C., 3 Man. & By. (k. b.) 

133, 164. It is evidence of the title of the Crown to lands stated in it to have 
iTm^^W^^O)^^ ^ subject (Dos d. iri7/tam IV. v. IloberU (1844), 

® (*• ®0 174; Beaufort (Duke) r.Bmith 

(1849), 4 Ezen. 460. 

[b) Doe d« William IV. v. Jloherts, eupra. 
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was part of the poBsessions of the Crown, and coming out of the sect. 2. 
proper custody, is admissible as evidence of the boundaries and Surrendered 

customs of the manor (c), RevenMS 

ansmg from 


413. The conveyance of a manor by the Commissioners of 
Woods, on the part of the Crown, does not entitle the purchaser to 
maintain ejectment against the possessor of land inclosed from the 
waste of the manor more than twenty years before the conveyance 
without leave of the Crown (d). 

Where a manor formerly belonged to the Crown, a grant and 
survey recorded in the Augmentation Office is not evidence for the 
tenants against the lord (e). 


Grown 

Lands. 


(g) Faetoriei and Worishopt. 

414. The Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 (/), applies to Application 
factories and workshops belonging to the Crown ; but in case of Faoto^ 
any public emergency the Secretary of State may by order, to the fhop aS, 
extent and during the period named by him, exempt from the Act 1901 , to ’ 
any factory or workshop belonging to the Crown, or any factory Crown, 
or workshop in respect of work which is being done on behalf of 
the Crown under a contract specified in the order. 

A factory or workshop belonging to or in the occupation of the 
Crown is not to be excluded from the operation of the Act by 
reason only that it is not carried on by way of trade or for the 
purpose of gain. 

The powers conferred by the Act on a district council or other 
local authority must, in the case of a factory or workshop belonging 
to or in the occupation of the Crown, be exercised by an inspector 
under the Act (g). 

(h) Indosure of Land. 

416. When the Crown is interested in land subject to be inclosed Application 
under the Inclosure Act, 1846 (h), the first Commissioner of Woods, or 
the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, according as the interest crown 
is in right of the Crown or the Duchy, or, when the Duke of Cornwall 
is so interested in such land, the Lord Warden of the Stannaries (t), 
is for the purposes of such Act to the extent of such respective 
interest to be substituted for the person so interested {k). 


(c) Smith V. Brovmlow {Earl) (1870), L. E. 9 Eq. 241. A survey taken by 
commiBsion from the Grown, when seised of a manor, is a^issible evidence to 
show what were the demesne lands of the manor at that time {Dimes v. Arden 
(1836), 6 Nev. & M. (k. B.) 494), 

I d) Doe d. Watt v. Morris (18331, 2 Bing. (n. c.) 189. 
e) Phillips V. Hudson (1867), 2 GL App. 24?. 

/) 1 Edw. 7, c. 22. 

g) Ibid., 8. 130. As to factories and workshops in general, see title 
Factories and Workshops. 

{h) 8 & 9 Viet. c. 1 18, a 1 1. As to the Inclosure Acts, 1843 to 1882, generally, 
see titles Gomhons, Vol. IV., p. 441 ; Goptholds ; Hiqhways, Streets, and 
Bridges ; Open Spaces and Escreation Grounds. 

(t) As to the exercise of powers relating to the Duchy of Lancaster, see p. 219, 
post ; and as to those relating to the Du(my of Gomwall, see p. 246, post. * 

(i) Inclosure Act, 1843 (8 & 9 Viet. 0 . 118), ss. 17, 18. 
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Sect. 2. 
Sorrendered 
Revenues 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Order of 
exchange. 


Infections 

diseases 

notification. 


Power to 
abandon tolls. 


Rights of 
Crown. 


Where a person interested (t) applies to the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries (m) for an order of exchange of land in which the 
Crown has an estate or interest, in right of the Grown, in reversion 
or remainder expectant upon the determination of an estate^ for life 
or other larger interest, the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries may 
make such order of exchange if the consent of the Crown is previously 
signified in writing by the Commissioners of Woods _(n). 

No part of the New Forest and Forest of Dean is land subject 
to be inclosed under the Inclosure Act, 1845 (o). 

In case of doubt as to the amounts of rents or other payments 
to the Crown agreed to be apportioned, or as to the extent, identity, 
or boundaries of the lands charged etc., the Commissioners of 
Woods, with the consent of the Treasury, may refer it to the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries (p). 

(i) Infectious Diseases {Notification) Jet, 1889. 

416 - The Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, 1889 (q), does 
not extend to any building, ship, vessel, boat, tent, van, shed, or 
similar structure belonging to the Crown or to any inmate of the 
same (r). 

(k) Marieti and Fairs. 

417 . The Commissioners, with the consent of the Treasury, may 
abandon or discontinue, either permanently or for a limited time, 
the collection of tolls or profits of markets or fairs belonging to the 
Crown, and may by deed relinquish and extinguish such tolls or 
profits («). 

The Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847 (i), or the special 
Act(o) is not to be deemed to extend to or affect any Act of 
Parliament relating to the Crown’s duties of customs or excise, or 
any other revenue of the Crown, or to extend to or affect any claim 
of the Crown in right of the Crown, or otherwise, or any proceed- 
ings at law or in equity by or on behalf of the Crown in any part of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland (5). 

{1) According to the definition in s. 16 of the Inclosure Act, 1815 (8 & 9 Yict. 
c. 118). 

(to) The duties of the Inclosure Commissioners were transferred to the Board 
of A^culture (now the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries) by the Board of 
Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 30), s. 2, Sched. I., Part ll. ; see p. 170, 
ante. 

(n) Inclosure Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 31), s. 5. An order of exchange maue 
with such consent is valid and binding on the Crown, and must bo deposited in 
the Office of Land Bevenue Becords and Enrolments. 

(o) See p. 190, ante. 

\p) See p. 206, post. 

iq) 52 & 53 Viet. c. 72, 

(r) Hid., 8. 15, 

(*) Crown Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 62), s. 6. This power may bo 
exercised by the commissioners having the management of the tolls or profits of 
such markets or fairs by order of the Treasury. 

(<) 10 & 11 Viet. c. 14. 

(a) The expression " the ^cial Act ” used in this Act is to bo construed to 
mean any Act which may, after 2.3rd April, 1847 (the date of the passing of the 
^rkets and Furs Clauses Act, 1847 (10& 11 Viet. c. 14)), be passed authorising 
tte construction or regulation of a market or fair, and with which this Act is 
incorporated {ibid., s. 2). 

(5) Ibid.,».6i. As to markets and fairs generally, soe title Markets AND Fai&s. 
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(1) MetropoUt Management, 

418. The Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (c), does not abridge, 
alter, or affect any right, power, exemption, or remedy of the 
Crown or the Commissioners of Works in, over, or in relation to 
the possessions of the Crown or of the public (d) ; and nothing in the 
Metropolis Management Amendment Act, 1862 (e), is to divest, take 
away, prejudice, diminish, or alter any estate, right, privilege, power, 
or authority vested in or enjoyed or exercisable by the Crown in right 
of the Crown ; but nothing in this Act is in any way to lessen, alter, 
or in any manner prejudice or affect the rights, powers, and 
authorities of the London County Council (/) relating to the main 
drainage of the metropolis (g). 

419. The London County Council or any borough or district 
council (h) may not take, use, or in any manner interfere with any 
land, soil, tenements, or hereditaments, or any rights of any nature, 
belonging to or enjoyed or exercisable by the Crown in right of the 
Crown, without the previous consent in writing of the Commissioners 
of Woods, or one of them, on behalf of the Crown (which consent 
such Commissioners are authorised to give). 

(m) Military Purposet, Taking Lands for. 

420. Land belonging to the Crown may be leased for military 
purposes (t) by the Commissioners of Woods, with the consent 
of the Treasury (k), for a term not exceeding twenty-one years, 
but the lease ceases if the land ceases to be used for military 
purposes (I). 


(c) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 120. 

{(i) Ibid,, 8. 241. 

U) 25 & 26 Viet. c. 102. 

(/) The Metropolitan Board of Works is mentioned in the Act, but as to 
transfer of powers, see note (71), p. 236, post, 

{g) Metropolis Management Amendment Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 1021, 
s. 116. ' 


[h) Metropolitan Board of Works, vestries, and district boards are mentioned 
in the Act, but their powers have now become vested in the bodies mentioned 
in the text ; see note (n), p. 236, post, 

(t| The expression “ military puiyoses ” includes rifle or artillery practice, 
the building and enlarging of barracks and camps, the erection of butts, targets, 
batteries, and other accommodation, the storing of arms, military drill, and any 
other purpose connected with military matters approved by the ^cretary of 
State ^ilitary Lands Act, 1892 f55 & 56 Viet. c. 43), s. 23). 

(A;) The Chancellor and Council of the Duchy of Lancaster by deed under the 
hand and seal of the Chancellor, attested by the clerk of the Council as to lands 
forming part of possessions of the Duchy of Lancaster, and by the Duke of 
Cornwall or other the persons for the time being having power to dispose of 
land belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall as to land forming part of possWons 
of that Duchy. 

[1) MiHtary Lands Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Viet. c. 43), s. 10 (1). Where land is 
vested in the Crown and under the management of commissioners or depart- 
ments other than the Commissioners of Woods, and where held by a public 
department for the public service, such commissioners or department may 
exercise, as re^rds the land, the powers which under the Military Act, 

1892 (55 & 56 Viet. c. 43), may be exercised as to land belonging to the Crows 
by the Commissioners of Woods (tWd., s. 10 (2)). 


Sect. 2. 
Surrendered 
RevenueB 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Saving of 
rights of 
Crown and 
public. 


Consent 

required. 


Leases for 

twenty-one 

years. 
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Surendered 
Bevenaes 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

New Forest. 


Defence of 
the realm. 


Constitutional Law. 

The Commissioners of Works may lease to a Secretary of State 
or to a territorial battalion for military purposes such portions of 
the royal parks, gardens, and possessions as are under their 
management for a term not exceeding twenty-one years (m); but 
such leases are revocable by the Sovereign («). 

421 . The Military Lands Act, 1892 (o), does not authorise the 
taking of land in the New Forest, nor empower the Commissioners 
of Woods to grant, or lease, or give licences over land in the New 
Forest (p). 

Where an Order in Council authorises the execution of military 
manoeuvres, a draft of such Order in the case of the New Forest is 
to be sent to the court of verderers (q). 

422 . The Defence Act, 1842 (r), does not extend to vest in the 
Secretary of State for War or his successors in any manner or 
for any purpose lands or hereditaments (s) part of the hereditary 
possessions and land revenues of the Crown in right of the 
Crown, or of the Duchy of Lancaster, or to divest, defeat, destroy, 
lessen, abridge, impair, or in any manner abrogate, diminish, 
or prejudice the estate, right, title, interest, power, or authority 
of the Crown in, to, out of, or over any part of such hereditary 
possessions or land revenues, notwithstanding the same or any 
part thereof may have been before the 10th August, 1842 (t), 
set apart or may after that date be permitted to be set apart for 
the use and service or placed under the charge of the Secretary 
of State for War or other departments, or of any persons acting 
under the authority of or in trust for the Crown or any of its pre- 
decessors, for the use and service of such departments or for military 
defences or otherwise howsoever («). 


(m) And subject to conditions as such Commissioners tliink fit. 

(n) Military Lands Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Viet. c. 43), s. 10 (3). See, further, title 
Compulsory Purchase of Land and Compensation, YoL YI., p. 158. 

(o) 55 & 56 Yict. c. 43. 

(p) Jhid., s. 24. This Act does not wevent the Secretary of State from pro- 
oeedm^ to acquire lands in theNewPorest for the purposes ot this Act by 
provisional order, but no such provisional order is of efiect until the provisions 
of a 2 of this Act with respect to the taking of lands by the Secretary of State 
have been complied with. 

(q) Military Manoeuvres Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Yict. c. 43), s. 1. 

(r) 5 & 6 Yict c. 94; the Defence Acts, 1842 to 1873 (5 & 6 Yict c. 94; 
(1854), 17 & 18 Yict. c. 67 ; (1859), 22 Yict. a 12 ; (1860), 23 & 24 Vici a 112 ; 
(l865), 28 & 29 Yict. c. 65 ; (1873), 36 & 37 Yict. c. 72), this being the 
collective title given by the Short Titles Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Yict. c. 14). 

{$) Messuages, buildings, castles, forts, lines, or other fortifications, manors, 
lands, tenements, or her^taments. 

(t) The date of the passing of the Defence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 04). 

(ttl Ibid.f SB. 39, 40. The Defence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 94), was amended 
by tne transfer of the powers of the Board of Ordnance to tne Secretary of 
State for War by the Ordnance Board Transfer Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Yict. o. 117), 
s. 1. The Defence Act, 1842, or any of the Acte recited or referred to in it, do 
not extend nor are to be deemed or construed to extend to or repeal, alter, or 
a£Fect the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), or the Crown Lands 


Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 
Laio) and Compensation, 


4, 0. 1). 
ON, Vol. 


See, further, title Compulsory Purchase of 
VI. 
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6kot. 2. 
Surrendered 
Revenues 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Commis- 
sioners may 
sell etc. 
mines. 

Leases for 

sixty-three 

years. 


(n) Mines* 

423. The Commissioners of Woods (r) may sell (a), purchase (y), 
exchange {z), or lease (a) any mines, minerals, quarries, or collieries 
(or any part of them), being part of the possessions and land 
revenues of the Crown; and may sell any part of them to raise 
money for the redemption of the land tax charged on any Crown 
lands (6). 

424. The Commissioners, with the consent of the Treasury, may 
grant or enter into agreements to grant leases of mines (c), minerals, 
or other metallic or non-metallic substances or substrata obtained 
by mining, quarrying, or excavating, for a term not exceeding sixty- 
three years from the time of granting the lease or from the date of the 
agreement, as the case may be, or for a term of years, which, with 
any term of years in existence at the time of granting the lease or at 
the date of the agreement, will together make up a term not exceeding 
sixty-three years from such time or date. 

Such leases or agreements may be made upon conditions and 
may contain reservations by way of, or wholly or partially in lieu of, 
rent or other consideration, and with such covenants and stipula- 
tions as the Commissioners, with the consent of the Treasury, may 
approve id). 

The above-mentioned powers and provisions relating to the grant- 
ing by the Commissioners of mining leases for sixty -three years do 
not apply to any mine of gold or silver (e). 

425. An annual rent in money, or an annual rent in money ReserraUon 
and such share of the produce in kind, or such rent or duty upon of rent. 


Gold and 
silver mines. 


(I’J As to the powers of granting, leasing etc., under Acts prior to the passing 
of tne Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. oO), see p. 147, ante. Where the 
consent of the Treasury is required, it is so stated either in the text or notes. 

Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 34. See p. 157, ante. 

\y) Ibid., s. 52. See p. 158, ante. 

(z) Ibid., ss. 42—44. See p. 169, ante. 

{a) Ibid., ss. 22 et seq. See p. 161, ante; and as to the extension of the powers 
of leasing by subseement statutes, see note (c), infra. 

(b) Ibid., s. 59. See p. 179, ante. As to what is comprised in the expression 
“tte possessions and land revenues of the Crown,” see note fa), p. 151, an^e. 
As to mines, minerals, and quarries generally, see title Minus, Minehals, and 
Quakries. 

(c) The powers of leasing given by the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, 
c. 50), ss. 22 et seq., are extended by the Crown Lands Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, 
c. 36), B. 4, to enable the Commissioners to grant or enter into any agreement 
to grant mining leases for sixty-three years. Authorities or licences as well as 
leases may be granted. See p, 204, post. 

(d) Ibid., s. 4. S. 7 of this Act is a general saving clause to all persons and 
bodies politic or corporate, and their respective heirs, executors, administrators, 
and assigns (except in the cases already provided for or intended to be pro- 
vided for in the Act) of all estates, rights, titles, and interests which they nad 
at the time of the passing of the Act or might or could have had if the Act 
had not passed. As to the powers of granting leases generally for thirty-one 
years etc. (Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), ss. 22 et seq.), see p. 161, 
ante. 

(c) Crown Lands Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 36),«. 4. Gold and silver mines, 
and the Crown’s rights in respect of those and other mines and the decided 
cases relating thereto, are dealt with at p. 116, ante. 
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Sect. 2. the quantity or value of such produce, may be reserved in leases of 
Surrendered mines, collieries, or quarries, as the Commissioners of Woods may 
Eevenues think proper (/). 

ft p aiTi g* from 

Crown 426. In the case of leases of mines, minerals, quarries, or 
Lands. collieries, a lessee may be made dispunishable for waste, but not in 

w.astl~ the case of other Crown leases (g). 

Consideration 427. On granting a lease of coal (h) or other such substances 
for leases. ironstone or mineral, stone, slate, clay, gravel, sand, or chalk, or 

of any substance obtained by mining, quarrying, or excavating, or 
on granting any authority or licence (i) for the working of the 
same, or any licence for the making of an underlease, assignment, 
or other disposition of the interest of any person under such lease, 
authority, or licence, the Commissioners of Woods may, with the 
approval of the Treasury, receive, or agree to receive (in addition 
to any rent, royalty, or reservation), such sum of money as seems 
to them sufficient consideration for such lease, authority, or 
licence (k). 

Foreshore. 428. The Crown Lands Act, 1866 (1), does not apply to beds, 
seams, or veins of coal or stone, or any metallic or other mineral 
substances in or under the foreshore, or to any mines or quarries 
thereof, and the same continues and is vested, held, and enjoyed as 
if that Act had not been passed (m). 

Mining 429. All persons entitled, in right of or under the Crown, to or to 

rights. management of beds, seams, veins, mines, or quarries (n) in or 

under the foreshore, or in or under any lands immediately adjacent 
thereto, and their respective tenants, may (o) take into possession, 
or use or pass through, over, or under, any portion of the fore- 
shore under the management of the Board of Trade in order to 
make or sink pits, shafts, adits, drifts, levels, drains, watercourses, 
pools, or embankments; or to make, lay, place, use, and repair 
spoil-banks, roads, ways, brooks, and banks; or to make, erect, 
and repair lodges, shafts, steam and other engines, buildings. 


(/) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Ge®. 4 , c. 5(n, s. 33. This section was 
amended by the Crown Lands Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 36), s. 4. See p. 203, 
ante, 

{g) Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 27. As to the general pro- 
visions to be observed in panting leases, see p. 163, ante. As a lessee of mines, 
minerals, quarries, or collieries may be made dispimishable for waste, a lease 
may be Ranted of new mines or collieries as well as of those already opened. 

(A) Coal or other such substances as mentioned in s. 2 of the Crown Lands 
Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62). That section (s. 2) was repealed by the Crown 
Lands Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 43), s. 3 (3). As to the law previously to the 
Crown Lands Act, 1866, see the Crown Lands Act, 1829(10 Goo. 4, c. 50), ss. 28 
et aeq, 

(?) As to the interest conferred by authorities or licences, and generally on 
the subject, see title Mines, Minebals, and Quarbies. 

(k) Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 3. 

(l) 29 & 30 Viet. c. 62. 

(m) Ibid,, s. 21. 

M As mentioned in the Crown Ijands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62). 

(o) Subject to the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet 
0. 62). 



Pabt VIL-— The Revenues or the Oeown. 


206 


works, and machinery : or to do such other acts necessary^ or 
convenient for working, searching for, digging, raising, carrying Soirendered 
away, dressing, or making merchantable the coal, stone, or other Revenues 
substances (jp). 

Necessary or proper works and conveniences for the safety and 
accommodation of the public must be made and maintained by the — ‘ 
person exercising the powers conferred by the provisions of this 
Act (q). 

430. Leases may be granted by the Commissioners of part of Forests, 
the royal forests for making railways etc., and with a licence to 

get etc. stone, slate, coal, ore, or marl in such forests (7-). 

431. The provisions of the Copyhold Act, 1894 («), relating to Enfranchise- 

the grant of easements to a lord of a manor for mining purposes, ment— gra^ 
are extended to an enfranchisement of land held of a manor vested ® • 

in the Crown effected under the provisions of any existing Act of 
Parliament (a). 


( 0 ) Prescription Act, 1832. 

432. The Prescription Act, 1832(b), extends to lands of the Application 
Sovereign, so far as regards rights of common or other profit or Crown, 
benefit (except tithes, rents, and services), and rights of way or 
other easements (except the access and use of light), and water* 
courses or the use of water (c). 


(p) Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907. 

433. Nothing in the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, Does not 
1907 (d), is to affect prejudicially any estate, right, power, Crown, 
privilege, or exemption of the Crown, and in particular does not 


(p) Crown Lands Act, 186G (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 22, giving to the Board 
of Trade at least two months’ previous notice in writing of the intention to 
exercise the powers of this section (stating the nature, extent, and duration of 
the proposed interference with the foreshore), and doing as little damage as 
possible, and making full compensation to all persons interested for damage 
sustained by them. The amount and application of such compensation for 
lands taken or injuriously affected is to be determined as provided by the Lands 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1 845 (8 & 9 Viet, c. 1 8), the Lands Clauses Consolidation 
^Gotland) Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 19), or the Bail ways (Ireland) Act, 1851 (14 & 15 
Viet. c. 70), and any Act amending those Acts respectively, as the case requires. 

These powers, however, must not be exercised so as to, or be likely to, 
injure, weaken, or endanger any pier or other structure on or near the fore- 
shore (Crown Lands Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. c. 62), s. 23). 

(q) 29 & 30 Viet. c. 62, s. 24. By the general saving clause to this Act such 
estates, rights, titles, claims, and demands, as any pereons, bodies politic or 
corporate, and their heirs, executors, administrators, successors, ana assigns 
(other than the Crown in right of the Crown had on the 6th August, 1866 (the 
date of the passing of the Act), or could have had if the Act had not been 
passed, are preserved (ibid,, s. 31). 

(r) See p, 186, ante, 

(s) 57 & 58 Viet c. 46. 

See p. 197, ante, 

2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 71. 

(c) Ibid., ss. 1, 2 ; and see Vol. VI., p. 485. As to prescription generally, see 
title Easements and Profits 1 Fbenube. 

(d) 7 Edw. 7, 0. 53. 
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Skot. 2. 
Sorrendered 
BeTennes 
arising firom 
Crown 
Lands. 


Exemption 
from rates. 


Apportion- 

ment. 


Beference to 
Board of 
Agriculture 
and Fisheries. 


authorise a local authority (e) to take, use, or interfere with any 
portion of the shore or bed of the sea, or of any river, channel, 
creek, bay, or estuary, or lands, hereditaments, subjects, or rights 
of any description belonging to the Crown (/), without the consent 
in writing of the Commissioners of Woods or the Board of Trade, 
as the case may be, on behalf of the Crown (y). 

(q) Bates, 

434. Property in the occupation of the Crown, or in that of 
persons using it exclusively for the service of the Crown, is not 
rateable (h). 

The lands, tenements, and hereditaments of the Sovereign are in 
certain cases liable to sewers rate(t). 

(r) Renta and other Paymenta, 

435. Where the Gommissioners of Woods are satisfied that the 
owners of lands or hereditaments in England or Wales charged 
with fee-farm or other rent, or annual, periodical, or other certain 
payment to the Crown, either by express grant, prescription, or 
otherwise, have agreed to apportion such rent or other payment 
upon specific parts of such lands or hereditaments, such Commis- 
sioners may, by writing, confirm and agree to such apportionment (A:). 

In case of doubt as to the amount of the different parts of 
the rent or payment agreed to be apportioned, or as to the specific 
lands or hereditaments to be charged, or as to the extent, identity, 
or boundaries of the lands or hereditaments charged with the 
entire or original rent or payment or any part of it, or if there 


(c) This expression moans an urban sanitary autboiity, an urban district 
council, or a rural district council (7 £dw. 7, c. 63, s. 13). 

{/) Under the management of tne Commissionera of Woods or of the Board 
of iVade respectively. 

iy) 7 Edw. 7, c. 53, s. 12, which consent the Commissioners or Board are 
respectively authorised to give. 

In Oorton Local Board of Health v. Priaon Commiaaionera (1887), ropoiied 
[1904] 2 K. B. 165, n., it was held that, as there was no express mention or 
necessary implication of the Crown in the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 
Yict. c. 55), neither the Act nor bye-laws made under the Act had any appli- 
cation to the Crown. See also Cooper v. Hawkina, [1904] 2 K. B. 164, and 
Vol. VI., p. 409. 

ih) See p. 118, ante. As to rates generally, see title Bates and Bating. 

(f) See p. 120, ante. 

(k) Crown Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. c. 62), s. 3. Every apportioned part of 
such rent or payment becomes a rent or payment issuing out of the appodioned 
lands or hereditaments, and is saleable as fee- farm rents or annual payments were 
then saleable. Any person entitled in possession to the rents and profits of lands 
or hereditaments cnareed with such rent or payment, in fee or tail, for life, or 
for an interest other t^n under a lease at rack-rent (and notwithstanding any 
mortgage or charge on such hereditaments), is the owner for the purpose of 
agreeing to an apportionment so made. Such apportionment, when reduced into 
writing, signed by the parties agreeing, and confirmed by the Commissioners, 
is, after enrolment in the Office of Land Bevenue Becords and Enrolments, 
binding against the Crown and all other persons. The enrolment is conclusive 
evidence that the provisions of the Act have been carried out. The powers 
relating to such apportionment may be exercised by the Commissioners having, 
under the order of the Treasury, the management of that part of the land 
revenues of the Crown which includes rents or payments so apportioned. 
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is no person whom the Commissioners agree to treat as owner (Z), 
or in case any other difficulty arises in making the apportionment, 
such Commissioners may, with the consent of the Treasury, refer 
it to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (m) to make such 
apportionment («). 

436. Quit-rents (o), vicecomital or viscontial (p) rents, and other 
rents or payments payable to the Crown in respect of honours, 
manors, lands, tenements, or hereditaments in England and Wales, 
form part of the land revenues of the Crown, and are under the 
management of the Commissioners (a). 

The Treasury may by warrant remit, release, and discharge these 
rents and their arrears or any part of them (&). 


Sect. 3. 
Surrendered 
Bevennes 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 

Quit rents etc. 


Treasury may 
release rents. 


(s) River Tharrm. 

437. The Commissioners of Woods, acting with the consent of the Rente for 
Treasury and the Conservators of the River Thames, may make, piers eta 

(l) See note (A;), on p. 206, ante. 

(m) Formerly to the Inclosure Commissioners. The duties of tho Inclosure 
Commissioners were transferred to the Board of Agriculture (now the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries). See Board of Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet, 
c. 30), and Board of Agriculture and Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 31). 

(n) Crown Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 62), s. 4. The award is made 
under seal and is final. The enrolment of the award is conclusive evidence that 
the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. o. 62), have been 
complied with. If in the opinion of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
there is any doubt as to the extent, identity, or boundaries of the lands or here- 
ditaments charged with such rent or payment, the Board m^ appoint an 
assistant commissioner or other officer acting under the Inclosure Commissioners 
Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Yict. c. 53), or under the comxnissioners appointed by that 
Act, for the purpose of inquiring into and ascertaining such extent, identity, or 
boundaries, in all respects as such commissioners are by s. 8 of the Indosure 
Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Yict. c. 70), authorised to appoint an assistant commissioner. 

The report of the assistant commissioner or other officer, if approved by the 
Inclosure Commissioners (see note (m), svpra), may be embodiea in their award 
and form part of it. 

(o) Bents of assize are the certain established rents of the freeholders and 
ancient copyholders of a manor, which cannot be departed from or varied. 

Those of the freeholders are frequently called chief rents, redditua capitales ; and 
both sorts are indifferently denominated quit-rents, quieti redditua^ because 
thereby the tenant goes quit and free of all other services (2 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 
p. 42h 

(p) These were, perhaps, rents charged upon certain Crown lands in the 
county, the produce of which originally made up a large part of the “ ferm,** 
for which the sheriff was obliged to account at the Exchequer. Madox, 
Exchequer, 1711 ed., p. 651, says that this part of the sheriff's ferm was said 
to arise from the corpua comitatua, which ** consisted of several assessed lands 
or rents, which when put together made the total sum that was called by the 
name.” They came to be of small importance, as, whenever the King made 
a grant of the lands so charged, a corresponding deduction was made from the 
sheriff’s ferm {ibid.y pp. 651 — 653). 

(a) Grown Lands Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. c. 62), s. 12. The Commissioners of 
Woods have the same powers and authorities for collecting and enforcing pay. 
ment of such rents or payments as are vested in them for collecting and enforcing 
payment of other parts of the land revenues of the Crown by Acts in force on the 
29th August, 1833 ^he date of the passing of the Act), concerning the same. 

(5) Jhid.f s. 13. The recital to this section explains the origin of this enact* 
ment, to the effect that many of these rents are very ancient and have become 
obsolete, and it is not known from what hereditaments and premises the same 
are payable, ro that payment cannot be enforced. 
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Beot. 2. 
Surrendered 
Bevennes 
arising from 
Crown 
Lands. 


Bestrictions 
as to Crown 
property. 


Not to extend 
to Crown 
property. 


Power to 
release or 
waive water 
rights. 


and when made revoke and vary, agreements respecting the annual 
payments to be made by the Conservators to the Commissioners (c) 
in respect of piers or landing-places on portions of the bed or 
shores of the river Thames erected or acquired by the Conservators 
under their arrangement (d). 

(t) Telegraphs and Telephones, 

438. A company (e) under the Telegraph Acts may not place any 
work by the side of land or buildings so as to stop, hinder, or inter- 
fere with ingress or egress for any purpose to or from the same, or 
under, in, upon, over, along, or across land or buildings, except 
with the previous consent of the owner, lessee, and occupier of such 
land or buildings, which consent, in case of land or buildings 
belonging to or enjoyed by the Crown in right of the Crown, may 
be given by the Commissioners of Woods on behalf of the Crown (/). 

(u) Town Gardens Protection Act, 1863. 

439. The Town Gardens Protection Act, 1863 (gr), does not 
extend to or include any garden, ornamental ground, or other 
land belonging to the Crown in right of the Crown or of the Duchy 
of Lancaster or any garden, ornamental ground, or other land for 
the time being under the management of the Commissioners of 
Works (/i), or any garden, ornamental or other ground, for the due 
care and protection of which special provision is made by any public 
or private Act of Parliament (t). 

(v) IFa^er Rights. 

440. The Commissioners of Woods may, with the consent of 
the Treasury, release to or waive in favour of a grantee of land 


(c) Or which before the 15th August, 1879, the date of the passing of the 
Commissioners of Woods (Thames Piers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 73), should 
have been so made. 

(d) Commissioners of Woods (Thames Piers) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet c. 73), 
fl. 2 ; all sums paid to the Commissioners under such a^eements are to 
applied (in the same manner as sums received by the Commissioners from 
the Conservators under the Thames Conservancy Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet, 
c. cxlvii.)) as part of the hereditary possessions and land revenues of the Crown. 
Ss. 103, i04, of the Thames Conservancy Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. cxlvii.) 
(which relate to the account of rents, revenues, and proceeds, and to the 
payment of one-third of those rents and proceeds to the Commissioners), do not 
apply to rents, revenues, or proceeds received by the Conservators in respect of 
piers or landing-places, the annual payments in respect of which are the subject 
of agmment under the Commissioners of Woods (Thames Piers) Act, 1879 (42 & 
43 Yict. c. 73) {ibid,, s. 3). The latter Act does not authorise the Conservators 
to erect, acquire, or retain piers or landing-places which they were not authorised 
to erect, acquire, or retain before the passing of that Act {ibid., s. 4). As to 
the river Thames generally, see title Waters and Watercourses. 

(e) The term company,’* in addition to the meaning assigned to it in this 
Act, means the Postmaster-General (Telegraph Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 110), 
s. 2). 

(/) Telegraph Act, 1863 {26 & 27 Viet. c. 112), s. 21. As to the provisions 
of the Telegraph Acts and telegraphs and telephones generally, see title 
Teleorapub and Telephones. 

{g) 26 & 27 Viet o. 13. 

(h) See pp. 133, 198, ante, 

(») 26 & 27 Viet. c. 13, s. 7. 
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from the Commissioners or a parish council, district council, council Sect. 2. 
of a county borough, or other local authority or body having power Surrendered 
by statute to supply water, water rights exercisable by or reserved EevenTOs 
to the Crown (/c). 

Crown 

(w) Worhmen't Compensation Act, 1906. Lands. 


441. The Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906 ( 1 ), does not apply Application 
to persons in the naval or military service of the Crown, but otherwise to Crown, 
applies to workmen employed by or under the Crown to whom 

this Act would apply if the employer were a private person. 

In the case of a person employed in the private service of the 
Crown, the head of that department of the royal household in 
which he was employed at the time of the accident is deemed to be 
his employer (m). 

Sect. 3. — Suri'endered Revenues arising from Prerogative Rights, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Bona Vacantia generally. 

442. The term hona vacantia is applied to chattels and goods in Definition, 
which no one can claim a property, and includes the personal estate 

of persons dying intestate and without next of kin, wreck, treasure 
trove, waifs, and estrays (n), but not goods lost or designedly aban- 
doned, the property in which is vested in the first finder and is good 
against all, except the true owner in the case of goods lost (o). 

The property in hona vacantia is vested in the Crown to prevent 
the strife and contention to which title by occupancy might otherwise 
give rise (p). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Personal Estate on Intestacy and Failure of Beneficiaries, 

443. On an intestacy (g), and where there are no next of kin. Intestates’ 
the Crown is entitled to the personal estate of the deceased as hona pe^nSty. 
vacantia (a), subject to the widow’s right to a moiety (h). This ^ 


(/c) Crown Lands Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 43), s. 8. 
m 6 Edw. 7, c. 58. 

{m) Ibid., 8. 9. ^ See also the Workmen’s Compensation Buies, 1907, r. 79 ; 
and Bobertson, Civil Proceedings by and against the Crown, p, 135. 

As to workmen’s compensation generally, see title Master and Servant. 

(?i) These are classed as hona vacantia by Blackstone, who also includes royal 
fish (1 Bl. Com., 14th od., 298). 

(o) Ibid,, and see Armory v. 2)ela7»»‘rte (1721), 1 Stra. 605; 1 Smith, L. C., 
11th ed., 356 ; Merry v. Green (1841), 7 M. & W. 623 : Bridges v. Ilawhesworth 
(1851), 21 L. J. (Q. B.) 75. 

(p) 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 298 ; and see DyJce v. Wal/ord (1846), 5 Moo. 
P. C. C. 434. Bona vacantia originally belonged to the first occupant (see Bl. 
Com., supra; 3 Co. Inst. 132, 133 ; 2 Co Inst. 166). 

iq) As to rights relating to personal estate on an intestacy generally, see 
titles Descent and Distribution ; Executors and Administrators ; 
Personad Propertx. 


(o) Taylor v. Haygarth (1844), 14 Sim. 8; and see Barclay v. Russell (1797), 
3 Ves. 424, 430 ; Oradock v. Owen (1854), 2 Sm. & Q-. 241 ; Read v. Stedman 
C859), 26 Beav. 495 ; Dylx v. Walford (1846), 5 Moo. P. C. C. 434. As to the 
Crown’s right of administration, see Re Oosman (1880), 15 Ch. D. 67, 71, and 
title Executors and Administrators. 


(b) Cave v. Roberts (1836), 8 Sim. 214, 216 ; and subject also to the widow’s 
right up to £500 under the Intestates Estates Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. o. 29) ; 
•ee title Descent and Distribution. 
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SlOT. s. 
Snrrendered 
Bevenaes 
arising from 
Prerogative 
Bights. 

Failure of 
trusts. 


Flotsam, 
jetsam, lagan, 
ligan, and 
derelict 


right extends to the movables in England of a foreigner dying 
intestate and without next of kin (c), and to personalty vested 
in executors as trustees where there are no next of kin (d), 
hut not to undisposed-of residue vested in executors, which 
belongs to the latter beneficially, unless the will shows a contrary 
intention (e). 

The Crown is also entitled to personalty as bona vacantia where 
it is vested in trustees for beneficiaries, all of whom are dead (/), 
and, perhaps, to chattels held in trust for a corporation aggregate 
after it has been dissolved (y). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Wreck, 

444 . At common law by virtue of the prerogative (/t), and by 
statute (i), the Grown is entitled to all unclaimed wrecks, including 
flotsam, jetsam, lagan or ligan and derelict found in or on the 
shores of the sea or any tidal water in any part of the dominions of 
the Crown, except in places where the right has been granted to any 
other person (a). Flotsam, jetsam, and lagan, if taken on the high 


(c) He BarnetVe Trusts, [1902] 1 Ch. 847. The maxim Mohilia sequuntur 
fersonam does not apply in such cases [ibid.), 

{d) Powell V. Merrett (1853), 1 Sm. & G. 381, following Middleton v. Spicer 
(1783), 1 Bro. C. C. 201. The Crown is entitled to proceeds of sale of land vested 
in executors as trustees for the purposes of the Settled Land Acts on the death 
of a sole l^nefidary without heirs or next of kin {Re Bond, Panes v. A.-Q,, 
[1901] 1 Ch. 15). 

(c) ^e, e,(j., A,*0. v. Jejferys, [1908] A. C. 411, 11. L. As to when a contrary 
intention will bo inferred, see iHd, As to the limitation of actions by or 
against the Crown in respect of intestate estates, see the Intestates Estates Act, 
1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 71), B. 3; and see, generally, titles Descent and 
Distuibittion ; Executors and Administrators. 

(/) Gunnack v. Edwards, [1896] 2 Ch. 679, C. A, 

{g) See Be Jligginaon arid Dean, Ex parte A.-O., [1899] 1 Q. B. 325, per 
Wright, J., at p. 329, where the Crown was held to be entiUed to a final 
dividend in a bankruptcy becoming due to a limited company after it had been 
wound up and dissolved by order of the court. See also title Corporations. 
The funds of a friendly society which has come to an end, and to which there 
are no persons beneficially entitled, belong to the Crown as bona vacantia 
{BraithwaUe v. A.-G, (1909), 25 T. L. E. 333). 

(A) Under the early common law the Crown was entitled to all wrecks which 
came to shore (see the statute Prero^tiva Eegis, c. 13 {incert, temp. ; 17 Edw. 2, 
stat. 1, c. 11, Euflf.; Hale, De Jure Maris, c. 7, Hargrave, Law Tracts, 38, 40 ; 
Palmer v. Rowse (1858), 3 H. & N. 505, 510), though this right wm subsequently 
restricted to goods remaining unclaimed by the ^e owner within a year and a 
day by the Statute of Westminster I., 1275 (3 Edw. 1, c. 4) ; see also, as to the 
ola law, Hamilton v. Davis (1771), 5 Burr. 2732, at p. 2738; Eyston v. Studd 
(1573), 2 Plowd. 459. Flotsam, jetsam, and lagan belonged to the Crown 
if the ship perished or the true owner did not ajmear to claim them, but 
only if found in the narrow seas adjoining the coast (see ConstahWs (Sir Henry) 
Case (1601), 5 Co. Bep. 106 a, 107 b ; 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 292 ; 2 Co. Inst. 167 ; 
Anon. (1704), 6 Mod, Eep. 149). 

(t) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), ss. 510, 523. 

\k) As to what constitutes wreck generally, see title Shipping and 
Navigation. Flotsam is where a ship is wrecked and the goods float on the 
sea, jetsam where they are cast into the sea in order to lighten a ship and sink, 
and lagan where they are cast into the sea attached to a buoy to marx ihe spot ; 
in all cases it is necessary that the ship should perish (see Constable's (Sir Henry) 
Case, supra; The Gas Float Whitton No. 2, [1896] P. 42, at p. 51, C. A.). 

(a) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. CO), ss. 610, 523. As to 
grants of wreck, see p. 212, post. 
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seas, belong, it seems, to the first finder where the true owner cannot 
be known (6), subject to the statutory provisions relating to 
derelict, fishing boats, nets, and other gear found at sea (c). 

445. Where any person finds or takes possession of any wreck 
within the United Kngdom, he must, if he is the owner, give 
notice, or if he is not the owner deliver the same, to the receiver 
of wreck for the district appointed by the Board of Trade (i), in 
the manner required, subject to certain penalties if he fails to 
do so (e). 

A notice descriptive of the wreck must be posted by the 
receiver in the required manner (/), and owners may establish 
their claims within one year from the time when the same came 
into the hands of the receiver, and upon payment of the salvage, 
fees, and expenses due are entitled to have the wreck or pro- 
ceeds (g). The receiver is empowered to sell the wreck immediately 
in certain cases when it is of small value or of a perishable 
nature (h). 

446. Where no owner establishes a claim within the time 
prescribed, and the wreck is claimed by any admiral, vice-admiral, 
lord of a manor, heritable proprietor, or other person who has 
delivered a statement to the receiver as above, and has proved to the 
satisfaction of the latter his title to receive unclaimed wreck found 


(6) This was the rule at common law, which, acm5/e, is still applicable (see 
Hale, Be Jure Maris, c. 7, Hargrave, Law Tracte, p. 41). 

(c) As to derelict, salvage etc., see title Shipping and Navigation. As 
to fishing boats, nets etc., see the Sea Fisheries Acts, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 45), 
s. 21, and 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 22), ss. 10, 30 (2)), and, generally, title 
Shipping and Navigation. 

(d) Appointed under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), 
s. 566. See, generally, title Shipping and Navigation. 

(c) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 518. In the case 
of an owner notice must be given to the receiver of the district stating that he 
has found or taken possession of the wreck, and describing the marks by which 
it can be recognised. The penalty for non-compliance is a fine not exceeding 
£100 for each offence, and in addition, if he is not the owner, forfeiture of any 
claim to salvage and liability to pay to the owner, if the wreck be claimed, or to 
the person entitled if it be unclaimed, double the value of the wreck, to be 
recovered in like manner as a fine under the Act. 

(/) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 520. Namely, within 
forty-eight hours of taking possession he must cause a description of the wreck 
and the distinguishing marks to be posted in the custom -house nearest to the 
place where the wrecK was found or seized by him, and if the value, in his 
opinion, exceeds £20, he must transmit a similar description to the secretary 
of Lloyd's in London, who must post it in some conspicuous place for inspection 
(t5t'd.). 

(g) Ibid., ss. 521, 524, 525. As to disputed titles to unclaimed wi*eck, see 
ibid., s. 526. As to the effect of delivery of wreck or payment of proceeds of 
sale by the receiver, see ibid., s. 527. As to the power of the Board of Trade to 
purchase wreck, see ibid., s. 528. And see, generally, title Shipping and 
Navigation. As to Admiralty jurisdiction relating to wreck, see ibid., s. 529, 
and title Admiralty, Vol, I., at p. 76. 

(h) I bid., s. 522, namely, if it is under £5 in value, or so much damaged or of 
so^rishable a nature that it cannot be kept with advantage, or if it is not of 
sufficient value to pay for warehousing {ibid.). As to detention of wreck in 
respect of salvage, see ibid., ss. 546, 552, and The Fulham, [189^1 I^* 251, 
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at the place where the wreck was found, the person so claiming, 
after payment of all expenses, costs, fees, and salvage due, is 
entitled to have the wreck delivered to him (i). 

447. Where no owner establishes a claim to wreck found in 
the United Kingdom within the time specified above, and where 
the wreck is not claimed by any person entitled to unclaimed 
wreck, it must be sold by the receiver (k) ; and the proceeds of sale, 
after deducting the expenses of sale and other expenses incurred by 
him and his fees and the amount of salvage (1) determined by the 
Board of Trade in each case or by any general rule, are to be paid 
into the Exchequer (m), except where wreck is claimed in right of 
the Duchies of Lancaster or Cornwall, when they are to be paid to 
the Keceivers-General of the respective Duchies or their deputies (n). 

448. Wreck, flotsam, jetsam, and lagan could be granted 
by the Crown in the form of a franchise, and may be claimed by 
prescription (o). But under a grant of wreck simply, flotsam, 
jetsam, and lagan do not pass (p) ; and if the King’s goods are 
wrecked, he can claim them at any time from the owner of the 
franchise (q). 

The Crown, or any person claiming under it, is entitled to pass 
over any person’s ground to obtain wreck (r). 

Sub-Sect. 4 . — Treasure Trove, 

449. Treasure trove is where any gold or silver in coin, plate, 
or bullion is found hidden in the earth or in any other secret 
place («), and belongs to the Crown by prerogative right, unless the 


(i*) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. GO), s. 525 (1). 

( /r) Ihid,^ 8. 525 (2). 

(Z) Ab to fees of receivers, see ibid,, ss, 567, 568 ; as to duties on wreck, ihid,y 
8. 569. As to salvage, see title Shippino and Navigation. 

(m) /6t J., 8. 525 (2) (c) ; Merchant Shipping (Mercantile Marine Fund) Act, 
1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 44), s. 1. Proceeds of unclaimed wreck were formerly 
payable to the mercantile marine fund ; but by the latter Act all sums accounted 
for and paid to the mercantile marine fund (except certain light dues etc.) are 
to be paid into the Exchequer, and the expenses formerly payable out of that 
fund, so far as they are not paid by any private person (except certain expenses 
relating to lighthouses etc., which are to be paid out of the general lighthouse 
fund), are to be paid out of moneys provided by Parliament. S. 525 (2) (c), 
supra f only applies during the life of the late Queen Victoria, but presumably 
the proceeds of wreck are still paid as directed therein (see p. Ill, anfe, as to 
the preservation of powers relating to the hereditary revenues), 
frn Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), s. 525 (a), (b). 

(o) Hale, De Jure Maris, c. 7, Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 42 ; Constable's 
{Sir Henry) Case (1601), 5 Co. Eep. 106 a, 107 b. Flotsam may, it seems, bo claimed 
within high and low water mark, and the west country men prescribe to have 
wreck as far as they can see a Humber barrel {ibid.). Wreck above low- water 
mark maybe appurtenant to the foreshores forming part of the adjoining manor 
(ibid.). A grantee of wreck could maintain an action for trespass even though 
an owner exist^ {Dunwich Corporation v. Sterry (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 831) ; but see 
now the provisions in the text above. A grant of the office of Admiral, with 
wreck and piofits appertaining, does not pass wreck appurtenant to a manor in 
the King’s possession {Wiggon v. Branthwait (1699), 1 I^d. Eaym. 473). 

(p) Constable's {Sir Henry) Case^ supra. 

(q) Hale, De Jure Maris, c. 7, Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 40 ; 2 Co. Inst. 168. 
fr) Anon. (1704), 6 Mod. Rep. 149. 

Is) 3 Co. Inst. 132, 133. The definition given by Blackstone is “ money or 
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person who hid it is known or afterwards discovered, when it 8 . 

belongs to the latter (t). Snirendered 

The Crown gains no title unless the treasure is actually Rwenues 
hidden in the earth with the animus revocandi. Therefore where it from 

is scattered in the sea or on the surface of the earth, or lost or ^ 

abandoned, it belongs to the first finder (a) ; but where the circum- -5_ ' 
stances under which the treasure is found raise a prinid facie 
presumption that it was hidden, it will belong to the Crown unless 
another can show a better title (h). 

Treasure trove may be granted by the Crown in the form of a 
“ franchise,” but it must be expressly named, and does not pass 
under a grant of franchises generally (c). 

Any person finding treasure trove must make it known to 
the coroner of the district, and concealment is punishable with fine 
and imprisonment (d). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Waift. 

450. "Waifs are things stolen and thrown away by the thief in Waift 
his flight, and these belong to the Crown by prerogative right, as a 
punishment, it is said, to the owner for not having pursued the 
thief and retaken the goods (c). But the goods do not belong to 
the Crown until they have been seized on its behalf, and the pro- 
perty remains in the original owner if he can retake them before 
they have been so seized (J) ; and even when they are in the hands 
of the Crown, the owner is entitled to restitution if he pursues the 
thief with due diligence, or if he afterwards brings him to justice 
and secures a conviction (^f). 

If the goods are hidden or left behind by the thief, they are 
not “waifs,” and the property remains in the true owner (k) ; 
and the goods of a foreign merchant though stolen and thrown 
away in flight, are not waifs (i). 

coin, gold, silver, plate, or bullion”: (1 Bl. Cora., 14tb ed., 295), which might, 
it seems, extend to articles other than gold or silver, but the term appears to be 
invariably restricted to the latter. Bullion connotes precious metal (gold or 
silver) ; see 3 Co. Inst. 132, 133. 

(<) 3 Co. Inst. 132 ; 1 BL Com., 14th ed., 295. 

(a) Braa, lib. 3, De Corona, c. 3, f. 118 ; 3 Co. Inst. 132 ; 1 BL Com., 14th ed., 296. 

(5) A.-G. V. British Museum {Trustees), [1903] 2 Ch. 598. It is not sufficient 
for a claimant against the Crown to suggest a plausible theory for the presence of 
the treasure other than that of hiding {ibid., 609, 610). For proceedings and 
pleadings for the recovery of treasure trove, see Bobertson, Civil Proceedings 
by and against the Crown, pp. 177, 471, 544. 

(c) Ibid., p. 613. 

(a) 3 Co. Inst. 133 ; It. v. Thomas (1863), Le. & Ca. 313. An information for 
concealing treasure toove is good before inquisition found {R. y. Toole (1867), 

I. B. 2 C. L. 36), and an indictment is good without averring fraud {R. y. Thomas, 
supra). As to the duties of coroners with regard to treasure troye, see A.-Q, y. 

Moore, [1893] 1 Ch. 676, and title Coroners. 

(e) Foxley's Case (1600), 5 Co. Bep. 109 a; 1 Hale, P. C. 541. If a felon in 
flight abandons his own goods, these, it appears, belong to the Crown, but not 
until it is established that he fled for the felony (Hawk. P. 0. 451 ; Foxley's 
Case, supra, at p. 109 b). 

(/) 1 BL Com., 14th ed., 297. 

Ig) Ibid. See also the statute 21 Hen. 8,'c. 11 ; 1 Hale, P. C. 541. 

(h) Foxley’s Case, supra, at p. 109 a. 

(0 Fitz. Abr. tit Betray, 1. This is apparently an ancient rule for ths 
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Sob-Sect. Q.-^Entrayt, 

461. Estrays are such valuable animals, being of a tame or 
reclaimable nature, as are found wandering in any manor or lordship, 
and of which no man knows the owner (/). 

These belong to the King as general owner and lord paramount 
by way of recompense for the damage done, or, as is more generally 
the case at the present day, to the lord of the manor by grant or 
prescription (/c). 

462. The absolute property in them does not, however, vest in 
the King until they have been proclaimed in the church and two 
market towns next adjoining the place where they are found, and no 
man has claimed them within a year and a day (1) ; but after that 
period has elapsed they belong to the Grown or lord of the manor, 
even though the original owner be a minor or under any in- 
capacity (m), and before that period the Grown or lord of the 
manor has the property against all but the rightful owner (n). 

463. The King or his grantee is bound to feed and preserve the 
beasts from damage during the year and a day (o), and may milk or 
shear them (p), but a grantee is liable to an action if he uses them 
for purposes of labour (q). 

The rightful owner, if he claims within the year and a day, must 
pay the reasonable costs of feeding, keeping, and proclaiming 
them (r). 

464. The King’s beasts may not be taken as estrays, for that 
would presuppose that the King had granted the right to take his 
own beast8(«). 

466. The prerogative right of the King to take estrays must 
be distinguished from the right of owners and occupiers of land to 
take animals by way of distress damage feasant (t). 


encouragement of foreign merchants, who, being strangers, would not know our 
laws and language (see 1 BL Cum., i4th 297). 

(/) 1 £1. Com., 14th ed., 297. Wild animals, such as bears or wolves, 
cannot be estrays, nor animals which are considered in this respect to be 
of no value, such as a dog or cat (see ibid,, Fleta, lib. 1, c. 43). Swans may be 
(Case of Swans (1692), 7 Co. Kep. 15 b, 17 a), though not any other fowl 
(1 Bl. Com., supra). 

(k) 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 297. 

(/) Bro. Abr. tit. Estray, 3, 4, 5, 10; Brownlow v. Lambert (1599), Cro. Eliz. 
716. 

(m) Bro. Abr., supra; ConstaUe^s {Sir Henry) Case (1601), 5 Co. Eep. 106 a, 
108 b. 

(n) Bac. Abr. tit Prerogative, B, 9. As to the right of the Crown or lord 
when the beast strays into another manor, see Com. Dig. tit. Waife, F ; Bro. 
Abr., «upro; 12 Co. Eep. 101. 

lo) 1 Boll. Abr. 879. 

[p) Com. Dig. tit. Waife, F ; Bagshaw v. Ooward (1605), Cro. Jac. 147 ; 
Anon., 12 Co. Kep. 101. 

iq) lUd. 

(r) 1 Boll. Abr. 879; Nicholson v. Chapman (1793), 2 Hy. Bl. 254; Anon., 
12 Co. Bop. 101 ; 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 297. 

(s) Bac. Abr. tit. Prerogative, B, 9. 

(0 As to this right, see title Animals, Yol. 1., at p. 378. 
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456. The Crown may, by immemorial usage, have an exclusive 
right of fishing in a creek or arm of the sea, or in any part of a 
navigable river (o), and the right may be claimed by a subject by 
prescription, which presupposes a prior grant by the Crown (6). 
The Crown may have such a several fishery in spite of the primd 
facie right of the public to fish in the sea and in all creeks and 
navigable rivers, and to take fish on the foreshore between high 
and low water mark, on the supposition that the inhabitants of a 
particular district might relinquish the right in return for others 
equally or more beneficial (c) ; and where such an exclusive 
right exists, it may form the subject of a valid grant by the 
Crown {d). 

457. But though the Crown has the sovereign dominion and 
jurisdiction over the sea which encompasses the British Islands, 
and over all creeks and arms of the sea and navigable rivers (e), it 
has no general property in the fish therein, except whales and 
sturgeon. These are royal fish and belong to the Crown (/) (except in 
such places as are privileged by grant or otherwise), if taken in 
the seas forming parcel of the dominions of the Crown, for, if 
taken in the wide seas, they belong to the taker (g). 

The rights to royal fish may also be claimed as a franchise by 


(o) Hale, De Jure Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, pp. 
V. Blake (1809), 11 East, 263 ; Orford Corporation v. Rici 

d AM ^ fflT, _ J J A. _ _ J . 


11»20; and see Vivian 
Richardson (1791), 4 Term 
Kep. 437. The claim must, it is said, extend to a date prior to Magna Carta (see 
Vol. VI., p. 484, and note ((i), infra). Mussel beds or scalps on the foreshore 
or estuary of a navigable river in Scotland belong to the Crown, and may bo 
granted or leased to a subject {Parher v. Lord Advocate^ [1904] A. C. 364). 

(i) Orford Corporation v. Richardson^ supra ; Hale, De Jure Maris, Hargrave, 
Law Tracts, pp. 17, 18, 20; and see Bagott v. Orr (1801), 2 Bos. & P. 472 ; Rogers v. 
Allen (1808), 1 Camp. 309. The right of fishing in the sea cannot be annexed to 
land (JVardY, Oreswell (1741), WiUes, 265), but an exclusive right of fishing in 
a navigable river may be appurtenant to a manor {Rogers v. Allen ^ supra), 

(c) Hale, De Jure Maris, supra. As to the primd fade right of the public to fish 
in the sea and navigable rivers, see the cases cited in notes (a) and (5), supra^ and 
Carter v. Murcot (1768), 4 Burr. 2163. As to the right of the public to take 
fish on the foreshore, see Bagott v. Orr, supra; Warren y, Mathews 6 

Mod. Eep. 73. As to public rights of fishing generally, see titles Eisheries; 
Waters and Watercourses. 

{d) See Parker v. Lord Advocate^ supra. The Crown was restrained by 
Magna Carta from making fresh grants affecting public privileges, but where 
the Crown had excluded the public before Magna (3arta, such exclusive rights 
as it acquired might afterwards be lawfully granted out {Malcomson v. O' Dea 
(1863), 10 H L. Cas. 593). Sudi a right, if granted before Magna Caxta, and 
reverting to the Crown, does not merge in the prerogative, but may be regranted 
by the Crown {Northumherland {Duke) v. Iloughton (1870), L. E. 6 Exch. 
127). 

(e) See HaJe^ De Jure Maris, c. 4, Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 10 ; Bac. Abr. 
tit. Prerogative, B, 3; Comtahle's {Sir Henry) Case (1601), 6 Co. Eep. lC6a; 
Case of the Isle of Ely fl60^, 10 Co. Eep. 141 a. 

(/) Statute i^rogativa &gis, c. 11 (incert, temp,; 17 Edw. 2, stat. 1, Ruff.); 
and see Case of Swans (1592), 7 Co. Eep. 15 b, 16 a. Accordingjx) Hale, the 
right extends to stur^on and grampuses, or great fishes’* (see Hale, De Jure 
Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 43). As to the right of the Queen consort to 
the tail portion, and of the finder to the body, see tWd., Vol. VL, p. 366. 

(g) Bac. Abr. tit. Prerogative^ B, 5. 


216 

Sbot. 3. 
Surrendered 
Eevenaes 
arising from 
Prerogative 
Bights. 

Right of 
fishing. 


Bcyal fish. 



216 


Constitutional Law. 


Sbot. 8. 
Sorrendered 
Bevenaes 
arising from 

Freiogative 

Bights. 

Property 
is s walls. 


The County 
Palatine of 
Durham. 


Rights of 
Bishop of 
Durham. 


A Bubiect either by grant or prescription, and either in gross or as 
appurtenant to an honour, manor, or hundred (A). 

Sub-Sect. Royal Swam. 

458. The property in all white swans swimming in open and 
common rivers, provided they are wild and unmarked, belongs to 
the Crown by prerogative right (i). 

The property in swans in a certain river may, however, be claimed 
by a subject by grant or prescription (k), or when they are tame (Z), 
or by the grant of a swan-mark from the Crown ; if so marked 
they belong to the owner of the mark wherever they may fly (vi). 

Sub-Sect. 9. — The Revenuee of the County Palatine of Durham^ 

459. Theyura regalia, or prerogative rights of the Crown, relating 
to property within the County Palatine of Durham, which were 
formerly attached to the bishopric of Durham as incident to the 
royalty or franchise of the county palatine (n), were separated from 
the latter and revested in the Crown as from the 21st June, 1836 (o), 
and as from the 28rd July, 1858, all forfeitures of lands or goods 
for treason or otherwise, and all mines of gold and silver, treasure 
trove, escheats, fines and amerciaments, and all jura regalia, of 
whatever nature or kind (other than any estate and interest in the 
beds and shores of navigable rivers so far as the tide flows, and in 
the shore of the sea, and any inclosures, embankments, and 
encroachments therefrom or thereupon respectively (p)), vested in 
the Sovereign in right of the County Palatine of Durham (q), have 
become revested in the Sovereign in right of the Crown, and are to 
be exercisable and recoverable, and the proceeds therefrom applied 
accordingly (»•). 

460. This transfer does not, however, include or affect the 
rights and powers of the Bishop of Durham with regard to any 
lordships, manors, houses, lands, tenements, tithes, rents, collieries, 
mines, minerals, rectories, advowsons, profits, or emoluments of 


(A) Hale, De Jure Maris, Hargrave, Law Tracts, p. 43. 

(t) Case of Swans (1592), 7 Co. Eep. 15 b, 16 a. And see title AiaMALS, 
Vol. I., atp. 366, note(<). 

(k) Case of Swans, supra, at p. 18 b. 

(0 Ibid., atp. 17 b. 

(m) Ibid., at p. 17 a. The statute 22 Edw. 4, c. 6, required a property 
qualification for the owner of a swan-mark, but this was repealed by the Game 
Act, 1831 (1 & 2 WiU. 4, c. 32), s. 1. 

(n) Durham was a county palatine by prescription or immemorial custom at 
least as old as the Ck)nquest 11 Bl. Com., 14th e^}., 116). As to the transfer 
of palatine jurisdiction to the Grown, see note (d), p. 217, post. 

(p) Durham (County Palatine) Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 19), s. 1. The 
ri^ts then transferred were vested in the Grown as a franchise separate from 
the Grown, but are now held jure coronoe under the Durham County Palatine 
Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 45) (see the text, infra). 

ip) Special provision is made as to the foreshore in Durham (see p. 114, ante). 

Iq) As to what is comprised in the term “ county of Durham,*’ see note (/;, 
p. 114, ante. 

(r) Durham County Palatine Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 46), s. 5. As to the 
surrender of the hereditary revenues and payment to the Exchequer, see 
p. 109, ante. 
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any kind or description whatsoever, whether held in right of the 
bishopric or of the county palatine, or otherwise, so as to sever or 
separate the same from the bishopric, but is only to apply to the 
profits and emoluments expressly mentioned above («). 

461. The transfer is also not to affect the right of any person 
holding a patent of any oflQce to receive any fee or stipend granted 
by such patent out of the revenues of the bishopric of Durham, 
which continue to be subject to all the same fees and stipends in 
respect of any office in the county of Durham as they were subject 
to before the 21st June, 1836 (t). 

Sect. 4. — llcvcnucs of a Heredilai'y Nature retained hy the 

Croun. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — The Ecvemiea of the Duchy and County Palatine of 

Lancaster. 

(1) The Title to the Duchy. 

462. The County Palatine of Lancaster was conferred by 
Edward III. in the year 1842 upon Henry Plantagenet, Earl of 
Lancaster (a), who by a subsequent charter of 1851 w^as created 
Duke of Lancaster and invested with the full jura regalia of a 
county palatine (6). By this charter the Duchy and the offices of 
Chancellor and Attorney- General were created {c\ 

After various subsequent charters and devolutions of title (d), 


(«) Durham (County Palatine) Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4c. c. 19;, s. 9. 

(^) Ihid.^ B. 6. By s. 3 power is conferred upon the Crown of appointing a 
custos rotulorum of the county of Durham, and of filling every future vacancy 
in that office. As to the Attorney-General and Solicitor-General of the County 
Palatine of Durham, see p. 76, ante. 

(а) A.-G. of the Duchy of Lancaster v. Devonshire {Duhe) (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 
195, 197, where the early history of the Duchy is discussed. For the charter 
itself, see Uardy’s Charters of the Duchy of Lancaster, p. 1. 

(б) Hardy’s Charters of the Duchy of Lancaster, p. li)2. The charter grants 
the jura regalia as freely and fully as the Earl of Chester had them in the 
County Palatine of Chester (as to Chester, see Vol. VI., p. 401, note (4) ). Under 
this grant the right to hona vacantia has been held to pass (Dyke v. Walford 
(1846), 5 Moo. P. C. C. 434). 

(c) Hardy’s Charters of the Duchy of Lancaster, p. 9 ; A.-Q. of the Duchy of 
Lancaster v. Devonshire (J)uke)y sujpra^ at pp. 197, 204, 205. As to the Attorney- 
General, see p. 76, ante. 

(d) By charters of 1361, 1362, and 1377, the Duchy and county palatine were 
conferred upon John of Gaunt, fourth son of Edward III. (Hardy’s Charters 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, pp. 12, 17, 33), and from him it descended to his 
son, Henry lY., who on his accession iu 1399, by charter having the authority 
of Parliament, settled it upon himself and his heirs separate from the Crown 
of England (Hardy’s Charters of the Duohy of Lancaster, p. 102 ; A.-G. of the 
Duchy of Lancaster Y. Devonshire (Z>wfe), supra^ at p. 197 ; 4 Co. Inst. 205; the 
reason of this is said to have been the doubtful title of Henry IV. to the throne 
{ihid.)\ and directed the same jura regalia to be exercised as formerly and the 
ancient officers to be continued (Hardy’s Charters of the Duchy of Ijancaster, 
p. 138). In 1461 Edward rV. caused fresh charters to be made declaring Heniy VI. 
attainted and his ^ssessions forfeited, and assuring the Duchy to himself and 
his heirs, kings of England, it being also provided that the county of Lancaster 
should be a county palatine and form parcel of the Duchy, and that there should 
bo a seal of the Duchy and of the county palatine, and a chancellor, officers, and 
councillors of the Duchy, and a chancellor, judge, and officers of the county 
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Sect. 4. the Duchy, of which the county palatine formed parcel (e), became 
Bevennes of vested in Henry VII., who, by charter having the authority of 
Hereditary Parliament (/), resettled it upon himself and his heirs as separate 
from the Crown of England, with the same officers and the same 
seals, and in as large and ample a manner as Henry IV., Henry V., 
and Henry VI. had it (g). 

In virtue of this charter the Duchy has been held to be vested 
in the Sovereign in his body natural, and not in his body politic in 
right of the Crown (/<)» though this appears to have been doubted (i). 
The revenues of the Duchy are retained by the Crown for its 
personal use (k), except those derived from certain liberties of the 
Duchy outside the county palatine (Z). 


MAO UAUWAAi 


Vested 
in the 
Sovereign. 


Prerogative 463. The royal prerogatives extend, in general, to the Duchy 
rights. lands as they do to lands held in right of the Crown. Thus, the 
non-recital of a prior grant for life invalidates a subsequent grant 
of Duchy lands (jn) ; and three usurpations of an advowson in the 
Duchy will not put the Crown out of its right (n) ; nor are grants of 
Duchy lands void by reason of the nonage of the King (o). 


(2) Distinction letvxen the Duchy and the County Palatine. 

Extent of 464. Though the county palatine is incorporated with the 
the Duchy. Duchy by charter (p), the latter is for some purposes distinct from 
the former, and includes much territory lying outside the county 
palatine, and in particular a district surrounded by the city of 
Westminster in which the Court of the Duchy Chamber is 
situated (q). 


palatine (Hardy’s Charters of the Duchy of Lancaster, pp. 279, 281 — 284 ; 4 
Uo. Inet. 206 ; A.-O. of ihe Duchy of Lancaster v. Devonshire [Duke\ (1884), 14 
Q. B, D. 195, 197). By these charters the Duchy and county palatine were 
reunited in possession with the Crown, and the /ara regalia were only prevented 
from merging by their special provisions. 

(c) See note (d) on p. 217, ante. 

(/) A charter made with the authority of Parliament is equivalent to an Act 
of Parliament (see The Prince's Case (1606), 8 Co. Rep. 1 a, 28 a, b). 

{jfj Hardy’s Charters of the Duchy of Lancaster, pp 341, 346; 4 Co. Inst 
206; Case of the Duchy of Lancaster (1561^Plowd. 212, 220. 

(M Case of the Duchy of Lancester (1561), Plowd. 212, 222, decided with reference 
to Henry Vll. 

(i) Ihid., at p. 221. But see Alcoch v. Cooke (1829), 5 Bing. 340, 352, 354, 
where the right of the Crown to the Duchy as private estate seems to have been 
taken for granted. 

{k) See pp. 109, 1 10, ante. Apparently this is reason of Henrv VII.’s charter, 
but it has oeen argued that the Crown has the Duchy in right of the Crown (see 
the references in note (d), p. 217, ante). It will be noted that the Act of Settle- 
ment passes to the present royal line all honours, regalities, prerogatives, 
powers, and authorities belonging or appertaining to the Crown and regal 
government (see Vol. VI., p. 322), and therefore, if the decision in the Case of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, supra, is correct, the Sovereign would appear to be entitled 
in his body natural. 

g See p. 219, post, 

i) Alcocky. Cooke (1829), 5 Bing. 340. As to non-rccitals in royal grants, 
seeVol. VL,p. 482. 

fn) R. v. York Uirchhishcp) (1591), Cro. Eliz. 240, 241 

(o) Case of the Duchy of Lancaster^ supra, 

(p) See the text supra. 

(q) 3 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 78. 
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465. Seals of the Duchy and county palatine have been estab- 
lished by charter (r), the seal of the Duchy remaining with the 
Chancellor at Westminster, that of the county palatine being kept 
in a chest in the county palatine in charge of the keeper of the 
palatine seal (s). 

466. Modern grants under statutory authority are generally 
directed to be made under the seal or seals of the Duchy and 
county palatine (t) ; but ordinary property, or rights which are 
properly incidental to the Duchy, whether in the county palatine 
or outside but within the Duchy, will, it seems, pass under the 
Duchy seal ; whilst things which are incidental only to the jura 
regalia of the county palatine must pass under the palatine seal (a). 

Grants under the Duchy seal constitute matter of record, and as 
such are taken cognisance of by the courts {h) and require no 
delivery (c). 

467. The following rights in liberties of the Duchy of Lancaster 
situate outside the county of Lancaster have been expressly vested 
in the Sovereign in right of the Crown, and not in right of the 
Duchy {d ) ; (1) Escheats or forfeitures of land situate in any such 
liberty, not being an escheat or forfeiture of land holden of any 
manor vested in the Sovereign in right of the Duchy ; (2) any 
right vested in the Sovereign to the personal estate of any person 
domiciled within any such liberty and dying intestate and without 
next of kin; (3) any right vested in the Sovereign to any sum arising 
from a fine imposed on, or estreated recognisances acknowledged 
by, any person within any such liberty. 

(3) Management of the Duchy Lande and Revenuee* 

468. The powers and authorities of the Chancellor and Council 
of the Duchy with regard to the Duchy lands and revenues have 
been specially preserved, and the Duchy lands continue to be 
granted and demised, and the rents and revenues to be received 
and applied, under the order and direction of the Chancellor and 


(r) See the text, p. 218, ante. 

4 Co. Inst. 210. 

(^) Under the Duchy of Lancaster Lands Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 58), the 
Duchy seal only is mentioned (see p. 221, post). Under the old common law 
grants of Duchy lands were void unless passed under the Duchy seal, and grants 
of palatine lands were void unless passed under the palatine seal (see A.^G. 
of the Duchy of Lancaster v. Devonshire {Duke) (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 195, 205, 
where a charter of 4 Hen. 6 is cited ; 4 Co. Inst. 210). 

(a) Cotton V. Johnson (1690), 3 Salk. 110, 111. Thus, a corporation cannot be 
created under the Duchy seal, but may be under the palatine seal ; and things 
naturally incidental to the tenure of lands, as advowsons, rents, ways, or offices, 
may pass under the Duchy seal, but not fairs or markets, which are incidents of 
palatine rights Ghid.). 

(h) Case of the Duchy of Lancaster (1561), Plowd. 212, 218; 4 Co. Inst. 200, 
209. 

{c) 4 Co. Inst. 209. Formerly livery of seisin and attornment appear to have 
been necessary in the case of Duchy lands outside the county palatine, but not 
as to lands in the county palatine, by reason of theywm regalia (4 Co. Inst. 206). 

(d) Revenue, Friendly Societies, and National Debt Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet 
c. 72), s. 24. 
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Sect. 4. Council and other officers of the Duchy (e), as before the passing of 
Revenues of the Crown Lands Act, 1829, which does not affect purchases, sales, 
HereditvT or grants made under the seal or seals of the Duchy and county 
Nature palatine (/). 

When the office of Chancellor becomes vacant by death, resigna- 
the Cro wn, otherwise, the Vice-Chancellor, as well during the vacancy 

as after its determination, is to continue to discharge the duties of 
his office until a fresh appointment of Vice-Chancellor is made, 
subject to the powers of the succeeding Chancellor as to his 
office (g). 

Acquired 469 . Lands may be annexed to the Duchy by letters patent under 

lands. tjjo Great Seal, which are to be as good and available as if done with 

authority of Parliament (h). The Chancellor and Council have the 
same powers with regard to such lands, whether lying within or 
without the county palatine, as they have with regard to lands 
of the Duchy lying within the county palatine (i); and grants, 
leases, and other dispositions of such lands are subject to the same 
ceremonies in all respects as grants of the ancient possessions of 
the Duchy (j). The rents and revenues of the lands so annexed to 
the Duchy and county palatine are to be paid to the Court of the 
Duchy Chamber at Westminster, or to the receiver-general or other 
ministers of the Court, according to the ancient custom (k). 

Accounts. 470 . Accounts of the receipts and disbursements of the Duchy 
are to be annually submitted by the proper ofl&cers of the Duchy 
to the Commissioners of the Treasury, in the form and with the 
explanations directed by the latter. 

This annual account is to be presented by the Treasury to both 


(e) The ancient oflBcers of the Duchy are the “ Chancellor, attorney, receiver- 
general, clerk of the court, auditors, surveyors, messenger, and four learned of 
the law assistants and of council with the court ** (4 Co. Inst. 206). The officers 
usually appointed at the present day are the Chancellor (whose duties are 
performed by the Vice-Chancellor), Vice-Chancellor, and Attorney-General, 
who usually nold similar offices relating to the county palatine (see p. 217, ante), 
the receiver-general, auditor, clerk of the council and registrar, a solicitor, 
assistant solicitor, and professional legal assistant, the surveyor-general and 
deputy receiver-general, assistant surveyors, seal keeper, cursitor, and clerks. 

(/) Crown I^nds Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 130. By this Act the 
management of the Crown lands generally was handed over to the Commis- 
sioners of Woods, Forests, and Land Kevenues (see p. 125, ante). Certain Acts 
relating to Crown lands were repealed by the Act except ij» so far as they affect 
lands within the ordering of the Duchy of Lancaster. 

(g) Chancery of Lancaster Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 23\ b. 7. 

(A) Statute 2 & 3 Phil. & Mar. c. 20, ss. 4, 5. But no lands may be so annexed 
under this Act which form part of the ancient inheritance of the Crown, the 
Principality of Wales, the Duchy of Cornwall, or the Earldom of Chester, or are 
within the counties of Chester and Flint ; nor may lands be so annexed exceeding 
and amounting in the whole above the yearly value of £2,000 {ibid., s. 8). 

(t) Ibid., SB. 6, 7. 

if) Ibid., SB. 3, 9. Certain lands which had previously been severed from 
the Crown were re-annexed to the Duchy by the Act, and made subject to the 
same powers, provisions etc. as the ancient possessions of the Duchy {ibid., 
ss. 1, 2, 3). 

(A) lUd,, 8. 9. A general power of purchasing lands to be hold with the 
possessions of the Duchy has been conferred upon the Chancellor and Council 
by a more recent statute (see p. 234, post). 
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Houses of Parliament within one calendar month after the first 
meeting of Parliament subsequent to the Ist of January (t). 

(4) Sdki , ExehangeB, and EnfranchuemenU of Duchy Landt. 

471. The possessions of the Duchy were brought within the 
restrictions upon alienation imposed upon Crown lands generally 
by the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (m), by which all grants, assurances, 
and other dispositions of Crown lands were rendered void unless 
made in accordance with the provisions of the Act(n). The 
Chancellor and Council, however, have been expressly empowered 
to contract and agree with any person, or body politic, corporate, or 
collegiate, for the absolute sale of, and may absolutely sell and dis- 
pose of, any land belonging to the Crown in right of the Duchy, 
which they may deem not convenient to be held with the other 
possessions of the Duchy, and for such consideration as may appear 
sufficient (o). 

Upon payment of the purchase-moneys the land is to be assured 
to the purchaser by the Chancellor and Council under the seal of 
the Duchy, in the name of His Majesty, his heirs or successors. 
The assurance may be in the form provided by statute or any other 
more convenient form, and, if enrolled in the Court of the Duchy 
Chamber of Lancaster within six calendar months of the date 
thereof, is valid and sufficient to pass all the rights and interests of 
the Crown to which it relates (jp). 

472. The purchase-moneys for land so sold by the Chancellor 
and Council are to be paid to the receiver-general of the Duchy, or 
his sufficient deputy or deputies, who must give receipts therefor (q). 

473. Subject and without prejudice to the rights of any lessee, 
tenant, or occupier, the Chancellor and Council may contract with any 
local sanitary authority for the sale of, and may absolutely sell and 
dispose of, the whole or any part of the Duchy lands, or any right, 
interest, or easement in, through, over, or on the same, which 
the local sanitary authority may deem it expedient to purchase for 
the purposes of the Public Health Act, 1875 (o). The considera- 
tion is to be such as appears to the Chancellor and Council 
sufficient, and on payment of the purchase-money in the prescribed 
manner (6), the property contracted for may be assured to the local 
sanitary authority by the Chancellor and Council in the name of 
the Sovereign under the Duchy seal (c). The purchase-moneys are 
to be applied as in the case of sales (d). 


(0 1 & 2 Viet. c. 101, 8. 2. 

(m) 1 Ann. c. 1, s. 5 ; etat. 1, c. 7, RufE. See p. 147, ante. 
fn) See p. 147, ante. 

(o) Duchy of Lancaster Lands Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Yict. c. 58), s. 1. 

(p) Ibid. For form of conveyance, see ibid., Sched. X. For the g;eneral 
provisions as to enrolment, see p. 238, vott. 

(q) Ibid., s. 2. 

(a) See title Public Health etc. 

(5) Namely, as required by s. 2 of the Duchy of Lancaster Lands Act, 1855 
(18 & 19 Viet. c. 68) ; see supra. 

(e) Public Health Act, 1875 (88 & 89 Viet. o. 65), s. 178. 

(a) See p, 228, post. 
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474. The Chancellor and Council may contract with the 
Secretary of State for War and absolutely sell and dispose of, for 
such consideration as appears sufficient, any of the Duchy lands or 
rights which the Secretary of State for War considers expedient for 
the purposes of the Defence Acts, 1842 and 1860. The lands or 
rights are to be assured, and the purchase-money paid and applied, 
as in the case of sales (e). 

475. Similar powers are conferred upon the Chancellor and 
Council of selling to the Postmaster-General such of the Duchy 
lands as the latter, with the consent of the Treasury, may deem it 
expedient to purchase for the purpose of the Post Office (/). 

476. Duchy lands, not exceeding in the whole one acre in any 
one parish, may, by deed and writing under the hand and seal 
of the Chancellor, attested by the clerk of the Council, be granted, 
conveyed, or enfranchised to, or in favour of, certain literary and 
scientific institutions, upon such terms and conditions as the 
Chancellor and Council may think fit(^). But where the land is 
granted by way of gift, and ceases to be used for the purposes of 
the institution, it is to revert to and become part of the possessions 
of the Duchy, except that where the institution is removed to 
another site, land not originally part of the Duchy possessions may 
be exchanged or sold for the benefit of the institution, and the 
money applied to the erection or establishment of the same upon 
the new site (/t). 

477. For the purpose of redeeming land tax charged upon the 
lands and revenues within the survey and receipt of the Duchy 
oflScers, the Chancellor and Council may sell and grant and assure 
under the Duchy seal to any person or body politic or corporate, 
BO much of the lands, tenements, tithes, mines, minerals, collieries, 
woods, fens, marshes, waste lands, or other hereditaments within 
the survey and receipt of the Duchy, at the best price or considera- 
tion in money procurable, as will raise a sum sufficient for the 
redemption of the tax. The purchase-money is to be paid to the 
receiver-general of the Duchy, who is to give receipts for the same (i). 


(e) Militia (Lands and Buildings) Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 68), s. 7. As to 
the mode of assurance, see p. 221, anit; as to application of purchase>money, 
see p. 228, ^obL 

(/) Post Office (Land) Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 20), s. 3 (3); Post Office 
Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 48), s. 46 (3). The assurance is to be made and the 
purchase-money paid and dealt with as in the case of sales under the Duchy 
of Lancaster Lands Act, 1855 (see as to assurance, p. 221, ante; as to purchase- 
money, p. 228, post). And see title Post Office. , 

{g) Namely, those mentioned in the Literary and Scientific Institutions Act, 
1854 (17 & 18 Viet. 112), s. 2. The consideration money (if any) is to be paid 
to the receiver-general of the Duchy and applied as under the statute 48 Geo. 3, 
c. 73 (see p. 228, post). The powers conferred upon owners and ratepayers of a 
parish under the Literary and Scientific Institutions Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet, 
c. 112), may, as to dealing with parish proj^rty, spending money, or raising a 
rate, be exercised, in the case of a rural parish, by the parish meeting (Local 
Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 52 (1) ). And see titte Literary 
AND Scientific Societies. 

Literary and Scientific Institutions Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 112), s. 4. 
(i) Land Tax Redemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116), s. 139. Certificates 
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478 . The Chancellor and Council are empowered to sell and sbct. 4. 
grant and assume to any person or body politic or corporate, under RevenneB oi 
the seal of the Duchy, such manors and lordships belonging to the Hereditary 
Crown within the survey and receipt of the Duchy as consist of 
manorial rights without any lands, or with very small quantities of 

land, belonging to them, and where the greater part of the land over 

which the manorial rights extend is the property of individuals ; Sale of 
also manors or lands of which the Crown in right of the Duchy is manorial 
not the sole proprietor, but in which it is entitled to an undivided 
share jointly with individuals, or which are intermixed with the 
property of individuals or lie remote from other property of the 
Crown ; also ground or buildings appertaining to, or anciently held 
with, any castle or strong building used as a common gaol, or with 
any building used for holding assizes or sessions in any county or 
district, or for the court-house or gaoler’s house, or in which the 
magistrates may claim to have rights from length of use or enjoy- 
ment for the public purposes of the county or district ; also tithes 
within the Duchy issuing out of lands belonging to individuals, and 
mills, fisheries, ferries, tolls, and stalls of markets and fairs ; also 
wastes of the Crown within the Duchy from which usurpation or 
encroachments have been made {k). 

479 . With a view to extinguishing Crown rights over the lands gale of forest 
of individuals, the Chancellor and Council are empowered to contract rights. 

and agree to sell and to sell and convey to the owner or proprietors 
of lands within the survey of the Duchy, for the best price procur- 
able, any rights of forest, chase, or free warren belonging to the 
Crown in right of the Duchy, and upon such sale the lands are to 
be for ever freed and exonerated therefrom. The purchase-money 
for the rights is to be paid to the receiver-general of the Duchy (f). 

480 . Lands not exceeding five acres in any one grant within the Land for 
survey of the Duchy may also be granted, for all the estate and 
interest of the Crown therein, for curtilages or for any other con- ^ 
veniences and accommodations of any churches or chapels where 

the liturgy and rites of the Church of England are used or observed. 

Any person, or body politic or corporate, is to have full capacity to 
take and hold such land, which may be granted by warrant under 
the hands of any three Treasury Commissioners specifying the 


of such sales are to be in the form specified in Sched. G to the Act. As to 
enrolment, see p. 238, post; as to application of the proceeds of sale, see 
p. 228, post. See also title Land Tax. 

(k) 48 Geo. 3, c. 73. s, 10. 

(/) Statute 1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 52, s. 12. The purchaser of such forestal or other 
rights is, in lieu and stead of such rights, at all times thereafter to have power to 
depute and appoint a gamekeeper or keepers to preserve and take and kill 
game over the lands to which the rights extended provided they are not situate 
within any existing manor. Such gamekeeper is to have the like powers, 
priyile^s, exemptions, and protections, and is to obtain the like certificate, and 
ra liable to the same game duty, and is to register and enter his appointment 
in like manner, and m subject to the same rules as gamekeepers of any manors 
or royalties in England enjoy or are subject to by any usage or Act of Parlia- 
ment. But not more than one gamekeeper may be appointed with power to 
take or kill game within the same tract or district {Hid., s. 13). 
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premises so to be vested. The warrant is directed to be enrolled (m) 
in the office of the auditor of land revenue for the division or county 
where the premises are situate, and also in the office of the Com- 
missioners of Woods (n). Enrolment must be certified by the 
auditor or Commissioners at the foot and on the back of the warrant 
under their hands, and the warrant returned to the grantees named, 
who, as from the time of enrolment, are to be deemed in actual 
seisin and possession of the premises specified, and to hold the 
same peaceably and quietly, freed from all claims and demands by 
the Crown or any person claiming under the Crown and from 
all incumbrances whatsoever (o). Grants of Duchy lands for 
sites for churches, chapels, or the residences of ministers, or for 
outbuildings, offices, churchyards, or glebe for the same, may also 
be made under the Gifts for Churches Act, 1811 (p). 

481 . The Chancellor and Council are empowered to sell and 
grant and assure, in the name of the Crown under the Duchy seal, 
to the use of the purchasers and their heirs for ever, all fee-farm 
rents, rents-service, rents-seck, quit rents, chantry rents, guild 
rents, castle guard rents, dry and unimprovable and other rents 
within the survey of the Duchy (q) for such consideration in money 
as they may judge adequate, or be able to procure, not being less 
than — (1) for any rent amounting to 10«. per annum and upwards, 
not less than twenty-four years’ purchase of the net amount of the 
rent after deducting the land tax chargeable thereon; (2) for any 
rent amounting to 5«. and under 10«. per annum, not less than 
twenty-two years’ purchase of the gross amount of the rent; 
(8) for any rent amounting to Is. and under 5s. per annum, 
not less than twenty years’ purchase of the gross amount of the 
rent (r). 

482 . The Chancellor and Council may contract with any person 
holding any lands or hereditaments by copy of court roll, or of the 
nature of copyhold or customary tenure, or for which any fine is 


(m) More general provisions are made for enrolment by a later Act, which, 
it seems, supersedes these provisions (see p. 238, post), 

(n) In the Act, Surveyor-General of Land Eevenue. This office has been 
abobshed and the duties handed over to the Commissioners of Woods (see 

р. 122, ante), 

(o) Statute 52 Geo. 3, c. 161, s. 27, repealed except as to the Duchy of 
Lancaster by the Crown Lands Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), s. 1. 

( p) 51 Geo. 3, c. 1 15, 8. 1. Por the provisions of the Act, see p. 192, ante. 

(q) This is W the joint effect of the statutes 19 Geo. 3, c. 45, and 27 Geo. 3, 

с. 34, 8. 2. These rents were vested in trustees for sale under the statutes 
22 Car. 2, c. 6, and 22 & 23 Car. 2, a 24; but the latter Acts were 
repealed by the statute 19 Geo. 3, c.45, and the rents declared to be in the actual 
seisin of the King as if they had not been passed (see Public General Acts, 
19 Geo. 3, Vol. II., p. 974). The sale of fee-farm and other rents vested in 
trustees for the Crown was expressly excepted from the restriction on sales of 
Crown lands imposed by the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, 
c. 7, Ruff.), by 8. 8 of that Act, and the latter Act was repealed al toother, 
so far as it is related to the above foe-farm rents remaining unsold, oy the 
statute 19 Geo. 3, c. 45. See also note (/), p. 147, ante. 

(r) Statute 27 Geo. 3, c. 34, s. 2. As to the application of the proceeds of 
sale, see p. 228, post 
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payable to the Crown on descent or alienation, and being within 
and parcel of any of the honours, manors, or lordships of the 
Duchy, for the enfranchisement of the same, and for discharging 
all present and future owners and tenants and their heirs from the 
payment of all customary fines, fines of ingress and other fines, 
heriots, reliefs, quit rents, and other dues and payments to which, 
by the respective customs of such honours, manors, or lordships, 
they would now or hereafter be subject or liable. 

The consideration in money and the terms and conditions as to 
enfranchisement are to be such as may be agreed upon ; and the 
lands and hereditaments are to be assured by the Chancellor and 
Council in the name of the Crown under the seal of the Duchy, to 
be holden as of the honour or manor of which they are parcel, in 
free and common socage, freed and discharged from all fines, heriots, 
reliefs, quit rents, and other customary dues and payments, suits, 
and services whatever. 

The assurance must be in the form prescribed, or as nearly 
thereto as may be (s). 

483. Such grants are to be valid and effectual in law (a), and 
enrolment in the Court of the Duchy Chamber is to be of the same 
force and validity as enrolment in the Central Office of the Supreme 
Court (i>). Where, however, any lease of any of the rents, fines, 
heriots, reliefs, customary dues or payments is subsisting (c), the 
assurance, so far as it relates to any of the hereditaments comprised 
in the lease, is to take effect only upon the determination of the 
lease, abatement being made in the purchase-money in respect of 
the same as may be agreed on ; and the persons entitled to the 
benefit of the lease are to have all their lawful remedies for 
recovering payments under the lease as if no such enfranchisement 
had been made(d). 

484. Tenants for life of copyhold lands and estates within the 
Duchy may exercise the above powers of enfranchisement or 
discharge, or purchase timber upon the lands so held. After 
enfranchisement or discharge, the tenant for life may charge the 
copyhold lands and estates with the payment of the money paid, 
and, for securing the repayment of the money with interest, may by 
deed or writing under his hand and seal, duly executed and attested 
by two or more credible witnesses, grant, mortgage, lease or demise 
or otherwise subject the lands and estates so charged for any term 
or number of years to any person who may advance the same. 


(a) Statute 19 Geo. 3, o. 45 (Public General Acts, 19 Geo. 3, Vol. II., pp. 976, 
97D» The provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1; stat. 1, 
c. 7, Ruff.), restricting the alienation of Crown lands generally are repealed 
so far as they relate to dispositions under these powers (tWd. ; and see note (/), 
p. 147, ante). 

(a) Ibid, (Public General Acts, 19 Geo. 3, Vol. n., p. 978). 

(bj Courts at Westminster in the Act, now the Central Office, under R. S. C., 
Ord. 61, r. 9 ; but see the general provisions for enrolment, p. 238, post, 

(c) The Act refers only to leases which “ have ” been granted and “are 
now ” subsisting. But, probably, the intention was to embrace future leasee. 

(d) Statute 19 Geo. 3, c. 45. 
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These assurances must be made subject to a proviso or condition to 
cease and be void, or with an express trust to be surrendered, when 
the money secured with interest is fully paid and satisfied, and 
with a covenant that the tenants for life will pay and keep down 
the interest of the money secured during their respective lives, so 
no person afterwards coming into possession shall be liable to 
pay any further arrears of interest than for one year preceding the 
time when his title accrues and commences. Every such mortgage, 
grant, lease, or demise is to be valid and effectual in law notwith- 
standing any settlement, will, trust, use, remainder, or any other 
incumbrance affecting the land or any part of the same then in 
being or capable of taking effect. But premises enfranchised and 
discharged under the above provisions are to remain and be subject 
and liable to all entails, wills, settlements, mortgages, leases, judg- 
ments, uses, trusts, limitations, remainders, reversions, and all other 
incumbrances as at the time of enfranchisement or discharjge (e). 

Enfranchisements under the seal of the Duchy for a consideration 
not exceeding ^10 are free from stamp duty (/), but must be sued 
forth and enrolled at the expense of the grantees according to the 
scale of fees prescribed (gi). 

485. In the case of failure to agree as to the amount of 
consideration money to be paid by the tenant upon an enfranchise- 
ment, provision is made enabling the matter to be referred by 
agreement to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to appoint a 
surveyor to determine the amount (/i). 

486. The Chancellor and Council, when it appears to be for the 
advantage of the land revenues of the Duchy, may exchange any 
parcel or parcels of land of the Duchy or county palatine for any 
other parcel or parcels of equal or nearly equal value belonging to 
any other person, or body politic or corporate, if the latter consent 
thereto. Upon an exchange the surveyor-general of the Duchy 
may cause the value of the parcels to be given and taken in 
exchange to be ascertained by some able and practical surveyor, 
who must annex to his survey, estimate, or valuation, when com- 
pleted, an oath (or affirmation or declaration in lieu of an oath (i) ) 
taken and subscribed by him before any justice of the peace or 
magistrate of the United Kingdom (A;) in the form provided (f). 
The oath, affirmation, or declaration so taken and subscribed, with 
the survey and estimate, are to be filed in the office of the clerk of 


(e) Statute 19 Geo. 3, c. 45 (Public General Acts, 19 Geo. 3, VoL II., pp. 979 — 
981). 

(/ ) Ibid. (Public General Acts, 19 Geo. 3, Vol. II., p. 981). Above that sum 
they are to be liable to the ordinary stamp duties upon deeds of conveyance of 
land (ibid.), 

(g) Ibid. For the scale of fees, see Public General Acts, 19 Geo. 3, Vol. II., 
pp. 982, 983. 

(h) Copyhold Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 46), s. 68. For the terms of this 
provision, see p. 195, ante. As to the application of this Act to Duchy lands, see 
s. 98, and title Copyholds. 

ft) See pp. 25 et teq., ante. 

\k) "Who are expressly authorised to administer it. 

(0 Statute 48 Geo. 8, c. 73, s. 28 
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the Council of the Duchy, and the surveyor>ger^eral of the Duchy 
must report to the Chancellor and Council the grounds of his 
recommendation of the proposed exchange, together with the above 
valuation of the parcels. If the Chancellor and Council approve of 
the exchange, and the party with whom it is to be made assents, 
they are to authorise the proper officers of the Duchy to carry it 
into effect, subject to any terms and conditions they may think fit. 
To complete the exchange, the Chancellor and Council are empowered 
to convey the lands to the party making the exchange under the 
seal or seals of the Duchy or county palatine, and such party is at 
the same time to convey to the Chancelldr and Council in trust for 
the Crown in right of the Duchy or county palatine the parcel of 
land agreed upon. From and immediately after the completion of 
the exchange the parcels of land conveyed by the Chancellor and 
Council are to vest in the person or body to whom they are 
conveyed as fully and effectually, and for the same estate or interest, 
as the land given in exchange did prior to the exchange ; and the 
parcels conveyed to the Crown in exchange are to vest in the Crown 
in right of the Duchy and county palatine, as fully and effectually, 
and be subject to the same application, as the lands granted in 
exchange prior to the exchange (m). 

Upon such an exchange the Chancellor and Council may direct 
the payment or acceptance of any sum agreed upon for equalising 
the exchange, and money so paid by the Crown is to be paid out 
of the revenues of the Duchy ; any money paid to the Crown is 
to be invested in Consolidated Bank Annuities in the manner 
generally applicable to proceeds of sale (n). 

487 . In order to encourage the raising and planting of trees for 
timber, the Chancellor and Council are empowered to grant, sell, 
and release, under the Duchy seal, to the owners of lands held of 
the Duchy in fee-farm, all timber and other trees then growing or 
thereafter to grow upon the lands, and which are excepted and 
reserved to the Crown by the fee-farm grants under which the 
land is held. The consideration is to be such as may be agreed 
upon (o), 

488 . With regard to leases under the Duchy seal for terms of 
life or years, in which timber and other trees are reserved to the 
Crown, the Chancellor and Council are empowered, by order made 
in court of revenue of the Duchy, to direct and authorise the sur- 
veyors of the woods for the south and north parts of the Duchy to 
treat with and enter into any contract or agreement with the lessees, 
for securing to the latter and their representatives such a fair and 
reasonable allowance or proportion of all moneys arising by the sale 
of timber or other trees within the lands demised, at any time during 


(m) Statute 48 Oeo. 3, c. 73, s. 28, explained by the statute 52 Qeo. 3, c. 161, 
s. 2. The conveyances by and to the Crown may be in the forms prescribed by 
8. 30 of the former Act, or as near thereto as may be. 

(n) Statute 48 Qeo. 3, c. 73, s. 29. As to the application of proceeds of sale, see 
p. 228, post. 

(o) Statute 19 Qeo. 3, c. 45 (Public Qeneral Acts, 19 Qeo. 3, Vol. II., pp. 984, 
985). 
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(5) Application of Proceeds of Sale. 

489 . The purchase-money arising from the exercise of the 
various powers of sale and enfranchisement is to be paid into the 
hands of the receiver-general of the Duchy, whose receipt and 
acquittance is a full discharge, and purchasers are not liable to see 
to the application of the same (q). 

490 . The purchase-money as paid in and received is to be laid 
out by order of the Chancellor and Council in the purchase of 
Consolidated Bank Annuities or public funds transferable at the 
Bank of England in the name of the Duchy of Lancaster, and in 
that name the Governor and Company of the Bank are authorised 
and required to permit transfers of the funds, stock, or annuities, 
which are to be accepted by the receiver-general of the Duchy. 

Annuities, funds, or stock so purchased aro to remain in the 
name of the Duchy and not lo be transferable without par- 
liamentary authority. But the interest of the same is to be paid 
by the Bank to the receiver-general of the Duchy (whose receipt 
is a sufficient discharge) as parcel of the revenues of the Duchy, 
and he is chargeable and accountable to the Sovereign therefor, 
subject to charges, incumbrances, and outgoings (taxes only 
excepted) (r). 

491 . The receiver-general of the Duchy, with the consent of the 
Chancellor, may contract and agree with the Land Tax Eedemption 
Commissioners (now the Treasury («)) for the redemption of the 
land tax charged upon any of the lands, rents, or other revenues 
within the survey and receipt of the Chancellor and Council of 


( ») Statute 19 Geo. 3, c. 45 (Public General Acts, 19 Geo. 3, Vol. II., pp. 985, 
986). 

(q) I hid. (Public General Acts, Vol. II., p. 983). 

(r) Ibid. The provision for payment and application of the various moneys 
arising from sales and enfranchisements takes effect by reference to the Land 
Tax Perpetuation Act, 1798 (38 Goo. 3, o. 60), and the Land Tax Redemption 
Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116), s. 139, which refer to the statute 19 Geo. 3, c. 45. 
The various authorities for application in this manner are : — ^Duchy of Lancaster 
Lands Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 58), s. 2 (as to sales thereunder) ; statute 48 Geo. 3, 
c. 73, 8. 12 (as to sales under that Act, except manorial rights and enfrandiise- 
meats); and statutes 38 Geo. 3, c. 60; 42 Geo. 3, c. 116 ; 1 & 2 Geo. 4, o. 52, 
B. 12 fas to sales of forest rights etc. ; see as to these p. 223, ante) ; 19 Geo. 3, 
c. 45 (as to enfranchisemento and sales of fee-farm and other rents) ; Land Tax 
Redemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116), s. 139 (as to sales under that Act) ; 
statute 48 Geo. 3, c. 73, s. 10 (as to sales of manorial and other rights ; see 
p. 223, ante). No special provision appears to be made for the appheation of 
moneys arising from granra for churches under the statute 52 Geo. 3, o- 161, 
which ore apparently intended to be free of consideration. 

(«} Land Tax Redemption Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Viet. c. 58), s. 1. 
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the Duchy, and proceed to the completion of the contract in the 4 . 

like manner in all respects as in the case of the redemption of any Revenues of 
land tax, and subject (except where otherwise provided) to such Hereditary 
benefit of preference as is given to any bodies politic or corporate Nature 
by the Land Tax Redemption Act, 1802(a). retained by 

Upon redemption the land is to be freed from the land tax, Crow n, 
and the amount of the same during the continuance of any 
lease or demise in being prior to the redemption of the tax is to 
be considered as rent due to the Crown and recoverable as such 
against the lessee, or by the latter against his under-lessee, and 
collected by the person and subject to the rules directed by the 
Chancellor and Council (b). 

492. The Chancellor and Council are empowered by order made Improvement 
in the court of revenue of the Duchy to direct any of the Consolidated expenses. 
Bank Annuities standing in the books at the Bank of England in 

the name or to the account of the Duchy to be disposed of, and 
the moneys arising therefrom to be applied in or towards payment 
of any expenses incurred in the division, inclosure, drainage, 
embankment, or other improvement of any messuages, lands, or 
tenements belonging to the Crown in right of the Duchy, and which 
are certified by the surveyor-general of the Duchy upon oath, to be 
filed in the Duchy office, to be proper, necessary, advantageous, and 
beneficial (c). 

Upon requisition made to them by order of the Chancellor and 
Council and also under the hand of the Attorney-General of the 
Duchy, the Governor and Company of the Bank of England are 
required to permit the person named and empowered by the order 
to make any sale or transfer of such Bank annuities ; and the sale 
or transfer being made by the person so authorised by signature of 
his own proper name for and on behalf of the Crown in right of 
the Duchy is to be valid, legal, and effectual for the sale or transfer 
of the annuities (d). 

493. In addition to the above powers which are generally Special 
applicable to the purchase-moneys received upon sales of Duchy powers, 
lands, special powers are conferred upon the Chancellor and Council 


(o) 42 Geo. 3, c. IIG, b. 131. By the same section investment of the pui’- 
chase-moneys is directed in the manner provided by the statute 19 Geo. 3, c. 45, 
as to which see the text, suj ra. But this provision is now, it seems, partly 
obsolete, since payment for redemption may now be made by any owner by 
payment to the Commissioners of Inland Bevenue of a capital sum, equal to 
thirty times the sum assessed for land tax, under the Finance Act, 1896 (59 & CO 
Viet. c. 28), s. 32. Under the Land Tax Bedemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116), 
payment was directed to be made by transfer of stock to the National Debt 
Commissioners. See also title Land Tax. 

(b) Land Tax Eedemption Act, 1802 (42 Goo. 3, c. IIG), s. 141. 

(c) Statute 67 Geo. 3, c. 97, s. 25. 

(d) Ibid. The Act is declared to he a full and complete indemnity and 
discharge to the Governor and Company of tlio Bank, their officers and servants, 
for all things done or permitted in virtue or obedience to the order of the 
Chancellor and Council ; and the same is not to be questioned or impeached in 
any court of law or equity, or be in any manner to their prejudice, loss, or 
detriment (iTdd., s. 26). 
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retamed by jnentg authorised as above (/), or in the purchase of lands under 

the town. 

As to the sale of fee-farm and other rents, and the enfran- 
chisement and discharge of copyholds (It), special provision is also 
made enabling the moneys arising therefrom (i) to be applied in pay- 
ment and discharge of any sums which were at the date when the Act 
was passed charged upon any lands or tenements of the Duchy by 
reason of any inclosure or division made by authority of Parliament ; 
and of all charges which might thereafter be incurred by order 
of the Chancellor and Council in the division, inclosure, drainage, 
or other improvement of any allotment set out and assigned to the 
Crown by the authority of Parliament (/c) ; also for erecting suitable 
habitations and other convenient buildings for the tenants of the 
allotments as the Chancellor and Council think fit (Z). 

Until the whole of the above charges and expenses have been 
paid in the manner authorised, applications of the purchase-money 
may be made without prior investment in Consolidated Bank 
Annuities or other public funds (m). But when the charges and 
expenses have been satisfied, the residue of the purchase-money, 
and all future moneys arising from the exercise of the powers, are 
to be invested, and the interest and dividends disposed of, under the 
general provisions stated above (n). 

(e) 18 & 19 Viet, c. 58, s. 1 ; and see p. 221, ante, 

if) Under the statute 57 Geo. 3, c. 97 ; see p. 229, ante, 

Ig) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 58, s. 2. As to the power of purehasing lands, see p. 234, 
poet. With regard to money invested in Bank annuities under the Duehy of 
liancaster Lands Aet, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. e. 58), the Chaneollor and Couneil are 
to have the like powers as are eonfened by the 57 Geo. 3, e. 97, as to whieh, 
see p. 229, ante {ilkd,), 

{h) As to the sale of rents, see p. 224, ante; as to enfranehisements, see 

thid. 

(i) The preamble to the Aet reeites that at the date when the Aet was passed 
moneys arising from sales and enfranehisements had been laid out in the pur- 
chase of £4,859 12«. 3d. consolidated annuities, and the Act authorises the 
application of that sum in the manner stated, in addition to future moneys to 
arise. 

{k) The recitals to the section state that by means of inclosures and divisions 
of several common fields and waste lands, being parcel of the liberties and 
franchises of the Duchy, made under the authority of divers Acts, several sums 
had been and remained charged on lands of the Crown within such liberties 
and franchises; also that ce^in other waste lands within the liberties and 
franchises of the Duchy had, by authority of Parliament, lately been set out and 
awarded to the Crown, and that considerable expense would be necessarily 
incurred in inclosing, draining, fencing, building upon, and improving the 
same. 

(Z) Statute 27 Geo. 3, c. 34, s. 4. The usual words follow requiring the Bank 
to permit the person empowered by the order of the Chancellor and Council to 
make the necessary transfer of stock standing in the name of the Duchy at the 
Bank. 

fm) See p. 228, ante. 

(n) Statute 27 Goo. 3, c. 34, s. 5. The provisions us to investments ai*e 
those contained in the statute 19 Geo. 3, c. 45, as to which see p. 228, ante. 
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(6) Leases of Duchy Lands* 

494. Leases of Duchy lands and hereditaments may be granted 
for a term or estate not exceeding thirty-one years or three lives, or 
for some term of years determinable upon one, two, or three lives, 
provided they are made to commence from the date when they are 
made; or if the lease or grant is to take effect in reversion or 
expectancy, then so that the term, together with any estates of the 
same premises in possession, does not exceed thirty-one years in the 
whole (o). 

In the above leases the tenant must be made punishable for 
waste, and the rent reserved must either be the ancient or 
most usual rent, or more, or such as has been reserved for the 
greater part of twenty years before the granting of the lease. 
Where no such rent has been reserved or payable, a reasonable 
rent must be reserved of not less than the third part of the clear 
yearly value. In all cases the rent must be made payable to the 
Crown during the whole term (p). 

495. Leases for ninety-nine years or three lives may be granted 
in the following cases : — (1) Building leases etc. Where land is fit 
and proper for the erection of houses or other buildings, or for 
the necessary yards, gardens, curtilages, and other appurtenances 
to be used and enjoyed therewith, and is by the order of the 
Chancellor and Council directed to be reserved or set apart and 
appropriated to that use ; (2) or where the lessees or grantees agree 
and covenant to erect buildings thereon of greater yearly value than 
the land to he leased or granted ; (3) or where the greatest part 
of the yearly value of any tenements or hereditaments at the time 
of making the lease or grant consists of any building or buildings 
thereon (q). 

Such lands may be granted for any estate not exceeding ninety- 
nine years or three lives computed from the date when the lease or 
grant is made to any person, or body politic or corporate, under the 
seal or seals of the Duchy and county palatine ; or, if it be made to 
take effect in reversion or expectancy, then so that the term and 
estate granted, together with the term or estate in possession of the 
same land, does not exceed similar periods computed from the date 
when the grant or lease is made (r). 

496. In the above leases for ninety-nine years or three lives the 
following rents must be reserved : — 

(1) Where there is any substantial building upon the land, or (s) 
the buildings thereupon do not require or are not intended and 
agreed to be rebuilt, an annual rent of not less than two-thirds of 


Wider powers of application are exercisable with regard to moneys arising 
under the Duchy of Lancaster Lands Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 58) (see the 
text, supra), 

(o) Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, c. 7, EufF.), s. 5. 

lp) Ibid. 

l q) Statute 62 Geo. 3, c. ICl, s. 1. 

M Ibid. 

(«) The meaning of “ or” here does not seem clear ; “ and” would appear to 
be intended. 

H.L. — VU. T. 
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such annual sum, as may be considered by the Chancellor and Council 
reasonable, must be reserved for the term and estate intended to bo 
granted, there being also paid a fine or fines to the amount of the 
remaining part of the annual sum, subject to a discount not to be 
computed to a higher rate than the highest legal interest at the 
time when the grant or lease is made (t). 

(2) Where there is no substantial building upon the land, or 
where the buildings thereupon require or are intended and agreed 
to be forthwith rebuilt, or other new buildings are to be erected, the 
annual rent reserved is to be such as the Chancellor and Council 
deem reasonable, without taking any fine, and so that the lease or 
grant contains a covenant or condition by the lessee or grantee for 
the erection of proper and substantial houses or other buildings 
within a reasonable time to be limited for that purpose, and any other 
covenants for rejiair and doing other acts which the Chancellor and 
Council think reasonable (a). The rent in this case must be 
reserved free and clear of all manner of taxes and assessments 
whatsoever during the whole of the term granted, except such rent 
as the Chancellor and Council may allow during part of the term, 
not exceeding three years in any case (h). 

Every such grantee or lessee must duly sign, seal, and deliver 
a counterpart of the grant or lease (c). 

497. "Where the greatest part of the yearly value of any here- 
ditaments at the time when the lease is granted consists of buildings 
which require to be repaired or rebuilt, to encourage the reparation 
or rebuilding of the same leases may be granted to any person for 
any term or estate not exceeding fifty years or three lives. 

The leases must be made to take effect from the date when they 
are made, or if in reversion or exi^ectancy, then so that the term 
together with any estates of the same premises in possession does 
not exceed fifty years or three lives. 

Tenants must be made punishable for waste, and the rent reserved 
must be the same as in the case of leases for thirty-one years or 
three lives (f/). 

498. Where any new edifice or building is erected or agreed to 
be erected on land belonging to the Crown within the survey of 
the Duchy, or held under any lease from the Crown, for the enlarge- 
ment of, and to be united to and occupied with, any other house or 
building held under any other lease from the Crown, a new lease 
may be granted, for any term not exceeding ninety -nine years, of the 
ground upon which the building is or is agreed to be erected, and 
also of all or any part of any other hereditaments contained in the 
lease, provided the greater part of the yearly value of the heredita- 
ments so granted consists of the buildings upon the same, or of 

I t) 52 Geo. 3, c. 161, 6. 1 
a) Ibid. 
b\ Ibid. 

c) Ibid. This provision applies, it seems, to leases both under (1) and 
tinder (2). 

(d) Crown Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, o. 7, Euff.), b. 6. 
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ground set apart and appropriated for building, or for necessary 
gardens, yards, curtilages, or other appurtenances (e). 

499. Land deemed by the Chancellor and Council fit and proper 
for gardens, yards, curtilages, and other appurtenances to be used 
and enjoyed with any house or building erected or to be erected 
upon ground belonging to the Crown or to any other proprietor 
may be demised or granted under the seal of the Duchy and county 
palatine to any person or body politic or corporate for any term 
or estate not exceeding ninety-nine years, computed from the date or 
making of the same ; or, if it be made to take effect in reversion or 
expectancy, then so that the term granted together with the term or 
estate in possession of the same land does not exceed ninety-nine 
years from the date or making of the same (/). No such land, 
however, to be used with any house or building held under lease 
from the Crown, may be granted or demised for any term exceeding 
in duration the term for which the house or building is held (g). 

These leases for yards, gardens etc. may be renewed at any 
time during the continuance of the lease, subject to similar pro- 
visions and conditions to those in the original lease (/t) ; or if 
renewed at the same time as the leases of the house or building held 
under lease from the Crown to which they are attached are renewed, 
then for the same term and under the like conditions as in the 
lease of the house or building (/). 

In all such cases where renewals may be made, a new lease or 
grant may be made, upon surrender of the original lease, upon the 
same terms and conditions as in the case of an ordinary renewal. 
But the charges and expenses of any new lease so made upon 
surrender of a subsisting lease are to be paid by the lessee (/c). 

600. The above power of leasing for yards, gardens, curtilages, 
or appurtenances has been extended to land proper to be let, 
used, or appropriated to any purpose calculated to afford con- 
venience or accommodation to the occupiers or inhabitants of 
any house erected upon land belonging to the Crown or any other 
proprietor, and leases of such lands may be made for any term or 
estate not exceeding ninety-nine years, to be computed from the 
date or making of the same, with any powers, privileges, and 
authorities which may be thought fit and requisite for promoting 
the object and intent of the grant, and at such annual rent, without 
the taking of any fine, as the Chancellor and Council think fit (/). 


(e) Statute 48 Geo. 3, c. 73, s. 20. 

(/) Ibid., 8. 1. 

(<j) Ibid., 8. 2. 

(A) Ibid., 88. 4, 5. Where the lessee has demised or agreed to demise the 
laud for buildiug improvements, or has entered into any covenant or engagement 
in consequence of which he would, by reason of the improvements to be made, 
bo boimd to pay upon renewal more than he would be entitled to receive from 
the under-lessee, a just abatement in the rent and fine to be reserved on such 
renewal may be made {{bid., s. 4 ; statute 34 Geo. 3, c. 75, s. C). 

(t) Statute 48 Geo. 3, c. 73, s. 4. 

{k) Ibid., 88 . 7, 8. 

{1) Statute 62 Geo. 3, c. 161, s. 1. It docs not seem clear whether the other 
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601 . Certain leases of Duchy lands may be granted under the 
Military Lands Act, 1892 (m). 

602 . Leases of Duchy lands for the purposes of small holdings 
or allotments may be granted by the Chancellor and Council of the 
Duchy to a council (n) by deed under the seal of the Duchy in the 
name of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for a term not exceed- 
ing thirty-five years, either with or without such right of renewal as 
is conferred in the case of land hired compulsorily for those 
purposes (o). 

(7) Agreements with Mortgagees and Lessees. 

603 . Agreements may be made by order of the Chancellor and 
Council with mortgagees of Duchy lands who have become such 
under statutory authority, or with Crown lessees of the lands so 
mortgaged, or with the husbands, guardians, trustees, or com- 
mittees of any such mortgagees or lessees, being women under 
coverture or any other disability, for the discharge of any 
mortgage, and for charging the Duchy lands and the lessees of 
the same with the payment of interest of moneys advanced by 
order of the Chancellor and Council in pursuance of any such 
agreement ; and such agreements are to be valid and effectual not- 
withstanding any disability of the parties thereto {p). 

The interest, or money in resjiect of interest, payable to the Crown 
by any of its lessees under these agreements in respect of money 
paid by the direction of the Chancellor and Council in pursuance of 
the above authority is to be deemed as or in the nature of rent 
payable to the Crown, and issuing out of the lands and heredita- 
ments held and enjoyed by the parties to the agreement and their 
representatives by virtue of any such subsisting lease. 

Upon non-payment of the interest, or money in respect of 
interest, according to the tenor and effect of the agreement, the 
same may be distrained for and become chargeable in all respects 
as if it were rent due from the lessees and reserved by the 
subsisting lease {q). 

(8) Purchases. 

604 . The Chancellor and Council may contract and agree with 
any person, or body politic, corporate, or collegiate, for the purchase 


provisions as to leases for gardens, yards etc., under the statute 48 Goo. 3, 
c. 73, extend to this section, but, probably, the intention is that they should. 

(m) 55 <t* 56 Viet. c. 43, s. 10 (1). As to these provisions, see p. 201, 
ante. 

{n) “ Council” under the Act may be either the count}', borough, district, or 
parish council, acenrding to the provisions of the Act which applj'. 

(o) Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908 (8 £dw. 7, c. 36), s. 40 (1), (2). 
This jirovision is subject to any consent or conditions which may be required 
(if any) {ibid., s. 40 (1)). As to the renewal of leases of laud hired com- 
pulsorily for not less than fourteen or more than thirty-five years, see tftid., 
8. 44, As to the application of the Act to Crown lands generally, seep. 191, 
ante. As to small holdings and allotments generally, see titles Allotments, 
Vol. L, p. 331 ; Small Holdixos. 

Ip) Statute 27 Geo. 3, c. 34, a. 6. 

(9) Ibid., 8. 7. 
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of, and may actually purchase, any land they may deem convenient 
to be held with the possessions of the Duchy (r). 

Land so purchased is to be conveyed to the use of His Majesty, 
his heirs or successors, in right of the Duchy of Lancaster, either 
in the form provided or in any more convenient form, and is to vest 
in the Sovereign, his heirs and successors, in the same right, and 
as fully and effectually, and be held with the like incidents, as other 
land belonging to the Duchy (s). 

505 . With these provisions those of the Lands Clauses Con- 
solidation Act, 1845 (t), are incorporated, but no land is to be 
purchased by the Chancellor and Council otherwise than by 
agreement (u). 

(9) Application of certain General A eta (a). 

506 . The Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 (5), applies to lands 
belonging to the Crown in right of the Duchy of Lancaster, and 
with respect to any such land the Chancellor of the Duchy is to 
represent the Crown and to be deemed the landlord for the 
purposes of the Act (c). 

The amount of any compensation payable by the Chancellor of 
the Duchy in respect of improvements comprised in Part I. or 
Part II. of the First Schedule to the Act (d) is to be raised and paid 
as an expense incurred in improvement of land belonging to the 
Crown in right of the Duchy under the Act relating thereto (c). 

This provision also applies to improvements comprised in the 
Third Schedule to the Act in the case of holdings in respect of 
which it is agreed in writing on or after the 1st January, 1896, 
that the holding shall be let or treated as a market garden (/). 


(r) Duchy of Lancaster Lands Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 58), a. 3. Power of 
annexing land to the Duchy by letters patent is conferred by an earlier Act ; see 
p. 220, ante. 

(») Duchy of Lancaster Lands Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 58), a. 3. For the 
statutory form of conveyance, see ihid., Sched. Y. 

(<) 8 & 9 Viet. c. 18. Presumably the later Acts are also included, as they 
form part of a single code and are read, together as such ; see Jt, v. London 
Corporation (1867), L. 11. 2 Q. B. 292. See title CoMPULSonv PuucirASE of 
Land and Compensation, Vol. VI., p. 1. 

(w) Duchy of Lancaster Lands Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 58), s. 3. 

(а) In addition to the Acts mentioned in the text, there are numerous other 
Acts containing provisions for their application to Duchy lands, e.g., the 
Inclosure Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 118), s. 17 (see titles Commons, Vol. TV., 
p. 554; Copyholds; Highways, Streets, and Bridges; Open Spaces 
AND Recreation Grounds) ; the Land Registry Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 53), 
s. 114 ; the Land Transfer Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 87), s. 65, as amended by 
the Laud Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 55), s. 1 8, Schedule (see titles Rit.at. 
Property and Chattels Real; Sale of Land); the Tithe Act, l.‘i36 (6 & 7 
Will. 4, c. 71), s. 13 (seo p. 180, ante) ; the Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 
1908 (8 Edw, 7, o. 36), s. 40 (2) (see titles Allotments, Vol. I., p. 345 ; Small 
Holdings). 

(б) 8 Edw. 7, c. 28. 

(c) Ibid., s. 38 (1), (2). 

(cl) As to these improvements, see p. 191, ante. 

(O Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 28), 8. 38 (3). The statute 
67 Geo. 3, c. 97, s, 25, is the Act referred to, for the provisions of which see 
p. 229, ante. 

(/) Agiicultural Holdings Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 42 (1), (i,) (L) 
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The amount of any compensation payable by the Chancellor of 
the Duchy in respect of improvements comprised in Part III. of 
the First Schedule (g) to the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908, is to 
be paid out of the annual revenues of the Duchy (A). 

507. Nothing contained in the Improvement of Land Act, 1864, 
is to authorise any person to purchase, take, use, or interfere with 
any lands, soil, or water, or any right in respect of the same 
belonging to the Crown in right of the Duchy of Lancaster, without 
the previous consent in writing of the Chancellor of the Duchy 
(which consent the said Chancellor is authorised to give) ; and 
nothing in the Act is to take away, lessen, prejudice, or alter any 
of the rights, privileges, powers, or authorities vested in or enjoyed 
by the Crown in right of the Duchy (i). 

« 

508. Certain provisions of the Copyhold Act, 1894, are expressly 
extended to manors and lands vested in the Crown in right of the 
Duchy of Lancaster (k) ; except, however, where expressly provided, 
the Act does not apply thereto (/). 

609. The Intestates Estates Act, 1884, extends to the Duchy of 
Lancaster, with the addition that the Chancellor, the Attorney- 
General and the solicitor of the Duchy respectively are to be sub- 
stituted for the Treasury, the Attorney-General, and the Treasury 
Solicitor respectively, and that the proceeds of any sale are to be 
applicable and dealt with to all intents and purposes as they would 
or might have been applied or dealt with if the hereditaments, 
estate, or interest had been sold under or in pursuance of any other 
power in that behalf (m). 

510. The Metropolis Management Amendment Act, 18G2, does 
not authorise the various local bodies to whom the administra- 
tion of the Act is intrusted (//) to exercise the powers of the Act 


(//) As to these iinproTemeiits, see title Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 258. 

(4) Agricultural Holdings Act, 1008 (8 J'idw. 7, c. 28), s. 88 (4). As to the 
application of the Act to Crown lands generally, see p. 191, auic. As to agricul- 
tural holdings, generally, see title Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 239. 

(t) Iinproveineiit of I.and Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet. c. 114), s. 38. 

{k) Cojiyhold Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 46), s. 98. For the provisions see 
p. 226, ante. 

(/) Copyhold Act, 1894 (o7 & 58 Viet. c. 46), s. 95 (f ), 

(w) Intestates Estates Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 71), s. 8. As to the 
devolution of real estate on an intestacy and escheat, see litle Heal PiiOi'KUTY 
AND Chattels Leal. As to the general jiructicc on escheat, see title Crow^n 
Practice. As to the distribution of personal estate on an intestacy and the 
Crown’s right to l(j7/a vacantia^ see p. 209, ante^ and title Descent and Dis- 
tribution. As to the power of the court to order a sale where it appears that 
the Crown is entitled to an interest logiil or ccjuitahlo, see p. 158, ante. 

(n) The powers formerly exercisable by the bodies mentioned in the Act 
have hecai transferred, as to the Metropolitan Board of Works, to the London 
County Council (TiOcal Government Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), s. 40 (8)), 
and as to vestries and district boards, to the urban and rural district councils 
(Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), and, in the metropolis, to 
the borough councils (London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), 
B. 4), except where powers have been retained by vestries. *Sce, generally, 
titles Local Government ; Metropolis. 



Part VII. — The Revenues of the Crown. 


237 


with regard to the Duchy of Lancaster without the previous consent 
in writing of the Chancellor of the Duchy (o). 

511. The Defence Act, 1842, contains an express saving of the 
rights of the Crown in respect of the hereditary possessions of the 
Duchy of Lancaster (p). 

512. The powers of contracting and agreeing for the redemption 
of land tax conferred by the Land Tax Redemption Act, 1802, 
upon persons having any interest in lands (except such interests as 
are expressly excluded) do not extend to tenants holding lands or 
tenements under the Crown within the survey and receipt of the 
Duchy of Lancaster for any term of years, or from year to year, 
or at will (q) ; and the powers of sale and enfranchisement for 
raising money for redeeming land tax conferred by the same Act 
upon persons holding, under a Crown grant or Act of Parliament, 
lands or hereditaments in which the Crown has an estate, right, or 
interest in remainder, reversion, or expectancy do not extend to 
persons holding certain interests in lands or hereditaments in the 
Duchy (r). 

513. Commissions of sewers appointed by the Crown, or by the 
Crown on the recommendation of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries (s), may be directed into the Duchy of Lancaster, and, 
where such a commission is granted by the Crown without the 
intervention of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, the com- 
missioners are to be appointed at the discretion of the Lord 
Chancellor and the Lord Treasurer (now the Treasury Commis- 
sioners), the Lord Chief Justice and the Chancellor of the Duchy, 
or any three of them (of whom the Lord Chancellor and the Chan- 
cellor of the Duchy must always be two), and two commissions am 
to be made according to the tenor in the Act provided, one under 
the Great Seal of England and the other under the Duchy seal (t). 

Duchy lands are liable to rates and taxes imposed by the 
commissioners so appointed (71). 

( 0 ) Metropolis Management Amouiliuent Act, 18G2 (20 & 26 Viet. c. 102), 
B. 116, and see p. 201, ante, for the express provisions. As to the provisions of 
the Metropolis Management Amendment Act, 1862 (20 & 26 Viet. c. 102), in 
general, see "title Metuopolis. 

(p) Defence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Viet. c. 94), s. 39. For the provision, sea 
p. 202, ante. 

(o) Land Tax Eedemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116), s. 10. 

(r) Ihid., s. 71. As to the powers confeiTcd, see p. 178, ante. As to tho 
interests in Duchy lands which are excluded, see p. 179, ante. 

(s) The Land Drainage Act, 1861 (24 & 20 Viet. c. 133), ss. 4, 5, onahles 
commissions to he directed into all parts of England {semble, including the Duchy 
of Ijancaster) on recommendation of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries on 
petition signed by one-tenth part of t'he proprietors of land within the area 
proposed to be auected. There are no special provisions as to the Duchy of 
Lancaster, and the Act expressly pre.servosall other powers of directing commis- 
sions (tZitd., s. 60). See, generally, titles Public Health etc.; Sewers and 
Drains. 

(<) Statute 23 Hen. 8, c. 5, s. 9 (s. 14, Euif.). The fees to be taken for any 
writ of dedimua potest^m under the Duchy seal conferring power to administer 
the oath to the commissioners (see ihid,, s. 2) are to bo only such as are directed 
by the statute 23 Hen. 8, c. 6 (3 & 4 Edw. 6, c. 8, s. 2). 

(m) Ihid., s. 6 (s. 9, Eu£P.), and see p. 120, ante. See, generally, titles PuBLio 
Health etc. ; Sewers and Drains. 
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Sect. 4 . (10) EnrolmenU 

^ereStarv^ 514 . Every deed or instrument by which any manors, messuages. 

wtiiure*^ lands, or hereditaments, being parcel or possessions of the Duchy of 
retained by Lancaster, are purchased, sol^ exchanged, leased, licensed to he 
the Crown, demised, enfranchised, or granted under any Act or otherwise must 
be enrolled in the office of the Duchy within six calendar months 
after the date of the deed or instrument ; and the keeper of the 
records of the Duchy is required to enrol the same in order of 
time as they are brought to the office, and to certify the fact of 
enrolment upon the deed or instrument under his hand, or the 
hand of his deputy for the time being (a). 

Where the enrolment of any instrument or minute or document 
is or has been omitted or delayed beyond the period provided as 
above, the Chancellor and Council, on reasonable cause shown, 
may permit the enrolment or entry to be made nunc pro tunc, and, 
when so made, it is to be as valid and effectual as if made in 
due time (b). 

Similar provision is made with regard to the validity of examined 
copies and certificates of the enrolment and contents of deeds and 
documents as in the case of the Duchy of Cornwall (c). 


Dnchy of 
Cornwall. 


Sub-Sect. 2. — The Revenues of the Duchy of Cornwall, 

(1) The Title to the Duchy, 

515 . Tlie title of Duke of Cornwall and the inheritance of the 
Duchy were created by Edward III. in the eleventh year of his reign 
(1837) and vested in the Black Prince by charter having the 
authority of Parliament {d) to hold cidem dud ct ipsius et 
haeredum suonini regum Angliaefiliis primogenxtis ct d'lciiloci dudhxis 
in regno Angliae haereditarie snccessuris ** (e). 

This charter, being equivalent to an Act of Parliament, has been 
held to be good, though it creates a mode of descent unknown to 
the common law (/), which it is doubtful whether the King’s grant 
can do without parliamentary authority {g) ; and the King’s eldest 
son, being also heir apparent, succeeds to the title immediately he 
is born by right of inheritance without fresh creation {h). 


(a) Statute 7 & 8 Yict. c. 65, ss. .30, 31, as applied to the Duchy of Lancaster 
by statute 11 & 12 Viet c. 83, s. 14. 

(b) Statutes 7 & 8 Viet c. (>5, s. 35 ; 11 & 12 Viet c. 83, s. 14. 

Icj Statute 11 & 12 Viet. c. 83, ss. 6, 14. As to the provision, see p. 254, post, 

(a) “ Per ipsum reyem et totum concilium in parliamenio ” (see 1 Bl. Com., 14th 
ed., 225, note). 

(e) The Princess Case (1606), 8 Co. Bop. 1 a, 16 b. See also the preamble to the 
statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 105. For excerpts from the charter itself, see Vice v. Thomas 
(1837), Smirke’s Eep., Appendix, pp. 20, 21 ; Rowe v. Brenton (1828), Concanen’s 
liep, p. 62, and Appendix, pp. 45-^7. As to the property comprised in the 
Duchy generally in the year 1837, see speech of Lord Brougham on the Civil List 
Bill, 1837 (Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, Vol. XXXIX., pp. 1358 — 1365). 

(/) The Prince's Case, supra, at pp. 16 a, 20 a. The woras “by authority 
of Parliament ” in a royal charter are sufficient to make it an Act of Parliament 
{ibid,). Acts concerning the Prince of Wales are public Acts to be judicially 
noticed, “ coruscat enim princeps radiis regis paMs sui, et censetur una pex'sona 
cum ipso rege" (ibid,, 28 b). 

Ig) See Vol. VL, p. 487. 

ih) The Prince's Case, supra, at p. 16 b; 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 225; Rowe v. 
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On the death of the heir apparent without leaving issue 
the next surviving son of the Sovereign succeeds (i) ; but if the 
heir apparent leaves issue (who would in that case become heir 
apparent), the Duchy does not vest in such issue, nor in the next 
surviving son of the Sovereign, but reverts to the Crown (k), under 
the general rule by which, in the absence of an eldest son and heir 
apparent, the Duchy vests in the Sovereign (1). 

(2) General Powers of Management. 

516. Under the original constitution of the Duchy the lands 
and possessions of the Duchy are inalienable from it, and sales and 
other dispositions by the Duke of Cornwall or the Sovereign must 
therefore be made under the express powers conferred by statute ; 
otherwise they will be of doubtful validity as against future Dukes 
of Cornwall (wi)- 

517. The eldest son of the Sovereign being heir apparent 
becomes seised of the Duchy in fee immediately he is born (w), and 
not being affected at common law, it is said, with the disabilities of 
minority in relation thereto (o), may determine by writ ol scire facias 
leases and appointments made by the Sovereign (p). But during 
such time as any future Duke of Cornwall is under the age of 
twenty-one years the powers, privileges, and authorities vested 
in the Duke of Cornwall under the Duchy of Cornwall Manage- 
ment Acts, 18G3 to 1893 (a), or otherwise, are to be exercisable 


Brenton (1828), Concanen’s Rep. p. 02. A daughter, though heiress presumptive, 
does not become Duchess of Cornwall (Com. Dig. tit. Hoy., G a). 

(?*) Lomax v. Holmden (1740), 1 Yes. Sen. 290, 294, 295, primogenitiiB 
being taken in the sense of “oldest” son. Lord IIardwicke, L.C., cites 
Henry VIII., Edward VT., and Charles I. as instances of second sons taking by 
inheritance in their father’s lifetime {ibid, 294). Lord Coke affirms that the 
Duchy descends to the “ first-begotten ” sons only during their father’s life, and 
that second-born sons only take by fresh creation (see llie Prince's Case (1606), 
8 Co. Rep. 1 a, 29 b, 30 a). But this view has been generally considered erroneous 
{Lomax v. Holmden, supra, per Lord Hakdwicke, L.C., at pp. 294, 295; 1 131. 
Com., 14th ed., 224, note 10), and the Duchy has become vested in the present 
heir apparent by inheritance, though he is the second son of the Sovereign. 

(/c) 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 224, note. 

(l) Com. Dig. tit. Roy., G a. The issue of the King’s eldest son and heir 
apparent do not succeed during the life of the Sovereign [ibid. ; The Princess 
Case, supra, at pp. 29 b, 30 a). 

(m) See Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), 
preamble. 

(n) The Prince's Case, supra, at pp. 16 b, 27 a; 1 BL Com., 14th ed., 
224. 

(o) 1 Bl. Com., 14th ed., 224, note 10. 

(p) Com. Dig. tit. Roy., G a ; and see Atliins (Sir Robert) v. Mountaque 
(1671), 1 Cas. in Ch. 214, 215. 

(a) These Acts are to be construed together as one Act, and cited collectively 
as above (Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 20), 
8. 3). Dealings with the Duchy possessions are now principally regulated by 
the Duchy of Cornwall Management Acts, 1863 to 1893, the first of which was 
intended to consolidate the law (see the preamble to the Act), and which form a 
complete code by themselves. Nothing in these Acts, however, is to takeaway, 
alter, or prejudice (except so far as expressly rescinded or altered by the Acte) 
any provisions contained in the Inclosure Acte or any other Acte relating to the 
possessions, revenues, or management of the Duchy. 
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by the Sovereign as guardian of the Duke, or by such persons, 
acting under the authority of the Sovereign, as may be appointed 
by warrant under the royal sign manual countersigned by any three 
or more Treasury commissioners. All acts and things so done are 
to be as valid and effectual in law as if done by the Duke of 
Cornwall himself. But all offices, appointments, and employments 
relating to the Duchy granted during the minority of the Duke, and 
held during pleasure, may be determined by the latter after he has 
attained the age of twenty-one years (h). 

518 . Whenever for the time being no Duke of Cornwall is in 
existence, the Sovereign may by similar warrant authorise so many 
of the regular officers of the Duchy, or any other persons being not 
less than three nor more than live in number, as seems fit, to 
exercise in his name and on his behalf the powers, privileges, and 
authorities in relation to the Duchy vested in him (c), and may 
commit the custody of the Duchy seal to any one or more of the 
regular officers of the Duchy (d). 

519 . Instruments relating to the Duchy are, in general, required 
to be passed under tlie Duchy seal (e), which is directed to be held 
by the personage for the time being entitled to the Duchy posses- 
sions, or by some person lawfully appointed to be the keeper of the 
same (/). 

620 . At common law, it seems, the Prince of Wales may sue 
and be sued in the ordinary manner (rf), being represented in all 
legal proceedings relating to the Duchy of Cornwall by the 
Attorney-General to the Duchy, Where there is no Duke of 
Cornwall in existence, the King's Attorney-General, as a rule, will 
represent the Duke (h). In such proceedings similar privileges 
are, it seems, enjo5’'ed by the Duke of Cornwall (or the Sovereign, 
when the Duchy is vested in him) as in the case of suits and 
actions by and against the Crown (i). 


{b) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1SG3 (20 & 27 Viet. c. 40), s. 08. 
Dunng the minority of His present Majesty powers were conferred upon a 
council for the Prince of Wales (see the statutes 7 & 8 Viet. c. Go; 2o & 2G Viet, 
c. 49). 

(c) Under the Duchy of Cornwall Management Acts or otherwise. 

(ct) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 18G8 (2G it 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 39. 

(e) For the cases in which documents are required to be passed under the 
Duchy seal, see p. 243, post. 

(/) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1SG3 (2G & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 2. 

\g) See Vol. VI., p. 369. 

(A) A.‘0. to the Prince of Wales v. Bt. Aubyn (1811) Wight. 1G7, 25o. When 
the Prince of Wales has not obtained livery of the Duchy, the legal proceedings 
are, it seems, conducted by the King’s Attorney-General, with the Attorney- 
General to the Duchy ; and when the Prince dies pendmte lite the proceedings 
are carried on by the King’s Attorney- General without commencing fresh 
proceedings {ibid.^ at pp. 255, 25G). 

(i) Thus, he may, it seems, file an English information with regard to Duchy 
lands (i4.-6?. to the Prince of Wales v. St. Auhyn^ supra), and the rights of the 
Crown as to venue attach, it seems, to the Duke of Cornwall ( A.-G. to the Prince 
of Wales V. Crossman {\GGG), L. R. 1 Exch. 381). See also, as to informations, A.-G. 
V. Plymouth Corporation (1754), Wight. 134 ; A.-G. v. Lambe (1838), 3 Y. & 0. 
(ex.) 162 ; A.-G. to the Prince of Wales v. (1848), 11 Boav. 213; A.-G. 

to the Prince of Wales v. Bristol Waterworks Co, (1855), 10 Exch. 884. 
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521. Contracts or agreements touching any matter or thing to 
be done under the Duchy of Cornwall Management Acts may now 
be made by persons nominated by the Duke of Cornwall by sign 
manual warrant or otherwise ; and claims by persons as against 
the Duke under any contract or agreement relating to the posses- 
sions of the Duchy can only be enforced in equity by suit as against 
the Keeper of the Records of the Duchy, and the Duke 
of Cornwall is not personally liable to any action or other pro- 
ceeding in consequence of such contract or agreement, or concern- 
ing any other matter or thing done, or purporting to be done, under 
the authority of the Duchy of Cornwall Management Acts, or for 
any omission or otherwise (/c). The Keeper of the Records of the 
Duchy must be indemnified out of the revenues of the Duchy against 
the costs, expenses, and losses attending any suit so brought against 
him (/). 

522. The ofiicers usually appointed for the Duchy by the 
Duke of Cornwall, or by the Sovci'eign whilst in possession of the 
Duchy, subject (as to offices held during pleasure) to removal by 
the Duke of Cornwall on his attaining his majority (/«), are the 
Lord Warden of the Stannaries in Cornwall and Devon, the Keeper 
of the Privy Seal, the Attorney-General, and the Receiver-General, 
together with an auditor, secretary and keeper of the records, 
assistant seereiary, clerk accountant and deputy receiver, law clerk, 
and land stewards. 

Where before the Gth August, 1814 (u), duties have been 
imposed by statute upon any ofliccr, and it becomes expedient that 
Btich duties should be given to some other officer, the Duke of 
Cornwall may appoint any officer to perform and fulfil the duties so 
imposed upon any other officer (o). 

523. The jurisdiction of the Stannaries Court was abolished in 
ISth), and the jurisdiction and powers of the Vice-Warden of the Stan- 
naries transferred to and vested in the county court of Cornwall. 
Anything required to be done by, to, or before the registrar or any 
clerk of the Stannaries Court is to be done by, to, or before the 
registrar or any clerk of the county court of Cornwall. The place 
of sitting of the judge is at Truro, unless he otherwise directs on 
the ground that some other place W’ill be more convenient to the 
suitors. The place of sitting of the registrar is at the county 
court where the proceedings are commenced, unless the judge for 
the convenience of the parties otherwise directs. Arrangements for 


(k) Duch.v of Coniwall Miin.igeinent Aot, (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 34. As 

to suits against tho Triiice of AValos, see Vol. VI., p. 3(J!>, noto (n ) ; and p. 240, 
ante. As to limitation of actions against tho Duke of Cornwall, see p. 207, 
post, and title Limitation of Actions. ’ 

(l) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1803 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 34. 

(m) Jlid., s. 38 ; and see p. 240, ante. 

(n) _The^words “ at any time heretofore” would seem to limit the application 
of this provision to duties imjwsed before the passing of the Act. 

(o) Statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 05, s. 39. Such appointments by the Duke may 
be ^ade either for one case, or for any class of cases, or for all cases gonorally, 
and as to all tho duties or powers of any officer or some only {ibid.). 
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the custody of the records are made by the corporation of Truro in 
consultation with the judge of the county court, subject to the Lord 
Chancellor’s approval (p). 

624 . Accounts of the receipts and disbursements of the Duchy 
must be submitted annually to the Treasury by the proper officers 
of the Duchy, in the form and with the explanations required by 
the Treasury. This annual account must be presented by the 
Treasury to both Houses of Parliament within one calendar month 
after the first meeting of Parliament subsequent to the 1st January 
in each year (q). 

626 . The sanction and approval of two or more Treasury Com- 
missioners, by warrant under their hands, is required before the 
powers conferred by the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863, 
can legally be exercised in respect of sales, disposals, enfranchise- 
ments, charges, or arrangements by way of compromise, of, upon, 
or concerning Duchy possessions ; repurchases, or redemptions of 
an annual sum reserved or made payable on any such sale, disposal, 
or enfranchisement ; purchases, except where the consideration 
does not exceed ^'500 ; and the application of capital moneys for 
improvements (r). 

This sanction and approval may be given either for any par- 
ticular class of cases, or for any particular ease, and either with or 
without conditions or restrictions, as the Commissioners, or any 
two of them, think fit (s). 

(3) Sale$, Enfrartchiaements, and Purchases of Lands. 

626 . Subject to the previous sanction of two or more Treasury 
Commissioners given by warrant under their hands (t), the Duke 
of Cornwall (a) may dispose by way of absolute sale, enfranchise- 
ment of copyhold or customary tenements (x), or disposition for a 
limited period, to any person (y), of any part of the possessions (o) 


(p) The Stannaries Court (Abolition) Act, 1890(59 & 00 Viet. c. 45), s. 1, and 
Order of the Lord Chancellor lOlh December, 1896. 

(A 1 & 2 Viet. c. 101, s. 2. 

(r) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1803 (20 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 11. 

(«) im. 

(t) See supra. Purchasers are not bound to see that this sanction has been 
obtained (see pp. 243, 251, post). 

(u) In the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1803 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), 
B. 37, “ Duke of Cornwall” includes all succeeding dukes, and the Sovereign for 
the time being whilst the possessions of the Duchy are vested in him. As to the 
vesting of the Duchy when there is no heir apparent, see p. 239, ante. 

(x) This power of enfranchisement extends to copyholds held for life or lives, 
and authorises the conveyance of the freehold of the same (Duchy of Cornwall 
Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s, 3). 

(y) “ I’erson ” in the Act includes a body politic, corporate, or collegiate, and 
every other corporation sole or aggregate (Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 
1863 (20 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 37). 

(u) The term “possessions” in the Act when applied to the Duchy includes 
regalities, hundreds, castles, honours, lordships, manors, advowsons, forests, 
chases, woods, parks, messuages, lands, buildings, rights of common, mines, 
minerals, rights of entry or other rights in respect of mines or minerals, rent- 
charges in lieu of tithes, fixtures, services, rents, pensions, annuities, annual 
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of the Duchy, subject to any reservations, exceptions, and restric- Sect. 4. 
tions (6). Revenues of 

Hereditary 

527. The consideration for the disposition may be either a Nature 
gross or an annual sum of money, or partly a gross and partly an retained by 
annual sum, and where it consists wholly or in part of an annual the Cro wn, 
sum, the same in the case of an absolute alienation in fee must be considera- 
perpetual, and in the case of an alienation for a limited period must tion. 

be payable during the continuance of the estate or interest parted 
with, the annual sum to be issuing and payable out of and to be 
charged upon the possessions disposed of or enfranchised. The 
annual sum may be made subject to repurchase or redemption at 
such time and for such gross sum as may seem expedient. The 
circumstances attending any disputed rights or claim and the 
outlay, if any, previously made in reclaiming, building upon, 
inclosing, or otherwise improving the premises may be taken into 
account in determining the consideration, and a fair and reasonable 
allowance may be made in respect of the same (c). 

The amount of the consideration for the sale, disposal, or 
enfranchisement, if wholly or in part a gross sum, must be paid 
into the Bank of England, and must be received by the cashiers of 
the Bank upon the production of any note signed by the Keeper of 
the Records of the Duchy or his deputy specifying the sum to be 
paid, and that it is to be paid to the account of the Duchy. The 
cashiers must carry in the sum so paid to the account of the 
Duchy (d), and give a receipt without fee or reward (c). 

If the consideration is wholly or in part an annual sum, it is 
to be dealt with as part of the revenues of the Duchy. But in 
the case of repurchase or redemption the gross sum is to be paid 
into the Bank of England and dealt with as in the case of gross 
sums paid in the first instance (/). 

Persons paying money upon sales, disposals, or enfranchise- 
ments, are not bound to see to the application or answerable for 
the misapplication or non-application of the money paid (g). 

528. The assurances effecting sales, enfranchisements, or dis- Assurances, 
posals so authorised must be by deed under the Duchy seal, and 

where the consideration is wholly or in part a gross sum of money, 
a memorandum must be indorsed thereon signed by the auditor of 
the Duchy acknowledging that the amount has been paid into the 


sums reserved on any sale, disposal, or enfranchisement made under the powers 
of the Act, rights, privileges, easements, possessions, tenements, and heredita- 
ments whatsoever, whether in possession or reversion, parcel or reputed or 
claimed to he parcel of the Duchy of Cornwall, or annexed to the same. 

(6) Duchy of Cornwall Management Acts, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), ss. 3, 11, 
and 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 20), s. 1. 

(c) Duchy of CornwMl Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 3. 

{d) Such an account is required to he opened by the Governor and Company of 
the 13ank {ibid., s. 4). 

(c) Ibid. 

/) Ibid. 

(g) Ibid., B. 20. If the instrument purports to he made under the authority 
of the Act, purchasers are not hound to inquire whether the provisions of the 
Act have been complied with {ibid., s. 19; and see p. 251, post). 
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Bank of England in the manner directed, and specifying the date 
of payment. The assurance may be in the form provided or any 
other more convenient form (/t). 

529. Where the consideration for the sale, disposal, or enfran- 
chisement consists wholly or in part of an annual sum of money, 
either perpetual or for a limited period, the same powers of 
recovery may he exercised by the Duke of Cornwall as if it were a 
rent service reserved on a lease of the possessions out of which it is 
made payable (i). 

With the previous sanction of two or more Treasury Commis- 
sioners, signified by warrant under their hands, annual sums 
reserved on sales, disposals, or enfranchisements under the above 
powers, or any part of the same, may be repurchased or redeemed, 
and the whole or a proportionate part of the hereditaments charge- 
able may be released by deed under the Duchy seal from all future 
payments of the sum redeemed, and from all claims and demands 
in respect of the same (k). 

530. Licences may be granted by the Duke of Cornwall (or by 
the steward of the manor of which the premises are parcel according 
to the custom of the manor relating to licences to demise) to any 
copyhold or customary tenant of any messuages, lands, or tenements 
held of any manor being parcel of the possessions of the Duchy 
authorising the tenant to build on or otherwise improve all or 
any part of his tenement, and to do certain specified things (Z), or 
to demise all or any part of the tenement for any term or number 
of years not exceeding tw'enty-one years, or, for building, rebuilding, 
or repairing purposes, for any term of years not exceeding ninety- 
nine years from the time of granting the licence (m). 

In every such licence the sum to be considered as the annual 
value for assessing the prices payable to the Duke upon the admission 
of any new tenant to any tenement built on or improved, or licensed 
for building on or improving, must be expressed and fixed accord- 
ing to the prescribed conditions (n) ; and no fine, premium, or fore- 


(h) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Yict. e. 49), s. 5. 
After enrolment (see p. 254, post) the deed is valid and effectual as against 
the Duke of Cornwall (including all succeeding Dukes and Sovereigns ; see 
note (a), p. 242, (mtt), and vests the property in the grantee according to its 
tenor, and is an effectual discharge for the consideration money expressed to 
lave been paid {ibid.). The form is given in the schedule to the Act. 

(i) Ibid.f 8 . 6 . 

{]:) Ibid., 88. 6, 11. The person repurchasing or redeeming is not bound to 
see that the sanction of the Treasury has l^een obtained (see p. 251, post). 

(/) Namely, to make roads and streets in, upon, or through the same, and 
to annex the same, or any part, to adjacent ground for the purpose of improve- 
ment, and to pull down any messuages or erections which may be standing or 
be on the tenement or any part of the same. 

(m) Statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 65, s. 25, extended as to the words in brackets by 
the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 35, 
which also provides that the express power conferred by the former Act is 
not to diminish or affect the power previously sanctioned by the custom of the 
manor. 

(«) Namely, so that the sum to be fixed is not loss in any case than the best 
annual rent which might bo obtained at the date of the licence on a demise for 
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gift may be taken for the granting of the licence except the customary 
annual fine, if any, for every year of the term expressed in the 
licence, and the fees usual or reasonable in that behalf. 

There must also be reserved by the licence to the Duke of Corn- 
wall all fines, heriots, rents, customs, and services due and to grow 
due in respect of the tenements for which the licence is granted (o). 

Licences so granted must be entered on the court rolls or 
court books of the manor of which the tenement is held (p). They 
may be made without the previous sanction of the Treasury (3). 

531 . Subject to certain restrictions as to extent and value, 
the Duke of Cornwall may by deed under the Duchy seal make 
grants out of the lands and possessions of the Duchy for the 
purposes of : ( 1 ) Any building proper to be used as or converted 
into a chui’ch, chapel, or school for the education of poor persons ; 
(2) any ground proper for the site of any church or chapel, with 
or without a cemetery or burial ground thereto ; ( 3 ) any ground 
proper for a cemetery or burial ground to any church or chapel ; 
(4) any house with its appurtenances, and with or without a 
garden, proper for the residence of the spiritual person who may 
serve any church or chapel, or of the master or mistress of any such 
school ; (5) any ground proper for the site of any such residence 
or school; (6) any building or site for a building solely for the 
celebration of divine service by any denomination of nonconforming 
Christians, so that the denomination is specified in the grant (r). 

For any one of these purposes not more than one acre or 
premises of greater value than L‘200 maybe granted in any particular 
parish or place. But this restriction docs not apply where the 
excess in value over i ;200 is paid into the Bank of England, as in 
the case of a sale for a gross sum (s), or where the excess is com- 
pensated for by an annual sum reserved on the grant and made 
payable to the Duke as part of the revenues of the Duchy (/)• 

532 . Such grants may be made to any person or body politic 
or corporate, and when enrolled in the office of the Duchy (a) are 
valid against the Duke of Cornwall, and vest the property in the 
grantees, who, together with their representatives, are to be deemed 
to be in the actual seisin and possession of the premises by force of 


a term of ninety-nine years, or for the shorter term expressed in the licence, 
■without taking any fine, premium, or foregift for the demise, and so that the 
sum so fixed shall not ho considered as the annual value according to which 
the fine is to be assessed for more than ninety-nine years from the date of the 
licence or such shorter tei'm as is expressed in the licence. 

( 0 ) Statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 65, s. 25, 

(p) Hid. 

M Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 186.3 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 35. 

(r) Ihid., B. 36. 
m See p. 243, atiie. 

(t) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. 0 . 49), s. 36. 
In estimating the value no account is to be taken of the value of any building, 
the cost of which has been defrayed by public subscription, or which has been 
previously erected solely with the view of being used for the purpose to 
which it is proposed to be devoted by the grant [ihid.). 

(a) See p. 254, post. 
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Constitutional Law. 


Shot. 4. the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863, with full capacity to 
Revenues of hold and enjoy the same in all respects according to the tenor of 
Hereditary the deed. But in the case of a free grant, where the property ceases 
to be used for the purpose for which it was granted, or is used for 
ttie CroTO^ any other purpose, the same, if unconsecrated, is to revert to and 
■ again become parcel of the Duchy as if no grant had been made (b). 


Power to 533. With the previous consent of two or more Treasury Corn- 

purchase inissioners, signified by warrant under their hands (c), or without 
such previous sanction where the consideration does not exceed 
£500, the Duke of Cornwall may purchase any manors, lordships, 
advowsons, messuages, lands, mines, minerals (tf), tenements, or 
hereditaments in England in fee simple, or any copyhold lands or 
tenements of inheritance, the freehold of which is parcel of the 
possessions of the Duchy, or any rents, pensions, annuities, rights 
of common or mining, or other charges or rights (e). 

The property so purchased must be conveyed, released, or 
surrendered to the Duke of Cornwall in the form provided (/), or 
in any more convenient form, and where not extinguished by the 
conveyance, release, or surrender, it becomes part and parcel of the 
possessions of the Duchy, and subject to the same limitations, pro- 
visions, powers, and authorities in every respect (y). 


Extinguish- 534. With the previous sanction of the Treasury (/t), any lease- 
•n^intei^”s hold, copyhold, customary, or other outstanding interest in any of 
■ the possessions of the Duchy may be extinguished or surrendered, 
and the Duke of Cornwall may grant to the person entitled to the 
estate so extinguished and his representatives an annuity or yearly 
sum payable during the period for which the estate or interest 
would otherwise have continued, or any other period deemed 
expedient, and chargeable upon the possessions in which the estate 
or interest existed. Such an arrangement must be by deed under 
the Duchy seal, and maybe in the form provided, or any other more 
convenient form (i). 

The same remedies may be exercised by the grantee of such an 
annual sum, or his representatives, for recovering and enforcing 
payment of the same by distress and entry on the hereditaments 


(Zi) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 36. 
Concun’ent powers of making these grants are conferred by statute 7 & 8 
Viet. c. 65, 8. 26, but no grant 18 to bo made thereunder contrary to the provisions 
set out in the text (Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 
49), 8. 36.) 

(r) See p. 243, ante. The vendor is not bound to see that this sanction has 
been obtained. See p. 251, poet. 

Under the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), 
minerals ” includes all minerals, whether metallic or not, stone, and substrata 
of every description (Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet, 
c. 49), 8. 37). 

(e) Ibid., 88 . 7, 11. 

(/) By the schedule to the Act. 

(g) Ibid., 8. 7. 

(A) See p. 243, ante. The person suiTendering is not bound to see that the 
provisions of the Act are complied with ; see p. 251, post. 

(»■) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 9. The 
form is given in the schedule to the Act. 
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charged, as in the case of a rent service reserved upon an ordinary 
demise. But no right of action against the Duke of Cornwall 
accrues by reason of the non-payment of the annual sum (j). 

(4) Arrangement of Disputes, 

535. With the previous sanction of the Treasury (k), any arrange- 

ment considered expedient for the settlement of questions concerning 
property or rights connected with the Duchy (/) may be made by the 
Duke of Cornwall, who is empowered for that purpose by deed under 
the Duchy seal, in any form which may be deemed expedient, to 
give up or relinquish or admit the title to any such property or right, 
and in case of any such relinquishment or admission to accept any 
land, tenements, or hereditaments, or any sum of money in lieu of 
or by way of consideration for the same, and to authorise the pay- 
ment to any person of any rents or other profits to be derived from, 
or any purchase-moneys to be received on account of, the sale of any 
such property or right (vi ) . _ 

The agreement may be made with any person claiming to be 
entitled in possession for life or any greater estate, either at law 
or in equity, to the rents and profits, interest or income, or the use 
and enjoyment of the property or right, and after enrolment (7i) 
is binding and conclusive on the Dukes of Cornwall and every 
party interested or claiming to be interested in the subject- 
matter. 

Any land, hereditaments, or money accepted by the Duke under 
the agreement must be treated as property purchased or as money 
arising from a sale for a gross sum of the Duchy possessions under 
the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (o). 

536 . In case of any difference as to the terms of such an arrange- 
ment, the Duke of Cornwall, with the previous sanction of the 
Treasury (p), may authorise an agreement for reference of the 
matter to the arbitration and umpirage of one or more persons 
upon any terms deemed advisable. When enrolled (q), the award 
made upon the reference is binding and conclusive upon the 
Duke of Cornwall and all other parties to the reference and their 
representatives (r). 


(j) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 9. 
The form is given in the schedule to the Act. 

(/c) See p. 243, a7ite. Persons claiming under any instrument are not bound 
to see that this or any other provision of the Act has been complied with (see 
p. 251, 

(/) Namely, questions concerning the boundary or extent of any of the Duchy 
possessions, or the title to any property, right of common, right of way, water 
right, or other right whatsoever being or reputed or claimed to be parcel of or 
appui'tenant to the Duchy possessions, or of or to any right exercised or claimed 
to be exercised in, over, or upon any part of the possessions or reputed possessions 
of the Duchy, or touching or concerning any other matter having relation to 
or affecting the same. 

fm) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 10. 
(w) Wee p. 254, post, 

(o) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 10. 

( p) See p. 243, ante. 

(q) See p. 254, post, 

(rj Dueny of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet c. 49), s. 18. 
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537 . All gross sums of money received in respect of sales, dis- 
posals, or enfranchisements («) of the Duchy possessions under the 
Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1868, are directed to be applied 
in the payment of expenses of the Duke of Cornwall in relation 
thereto, and of the purchase-moneys of any property or rights pur- 
chased under the authority of the Act(f), and the expenses of 
such purchases (a). 

538 . The gross sums so received are also to be applied in the 
redemption of land tax and the expenses attending the same ; and 
all contracts for redemption may be entered into by the Lord 
Warden of the Stannaries in Cornwall and Devon, or any other 
person nominated for that purpose by the Duke of Cornwall by sign 
manual warrant or otherwise (i). 


h) See 242, ante. 

h) See p. 246, ante. 

(aj Du^y of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 8. 

(ft) Ibid. Concurrent powers for the redemption of land tax are also con- 
ferred by the Land Tax Exemption Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116), ss. 143—149, 
as follows : — The surveyor-general of the Duchy may, with the special warrant 
of any three or more of the council or commissioners of the revenues of the 
Duchy (see p. 241, ante), contract with any person or body politic or corporate 
for the sale at the best price procurable of so much of the hereditaments of the 
Duchy as may be sufficient for the redemption of land tax charged upon the 
Duchy, the purchase-money therefor to be paid by the purchaser into the Bank 
of England, at which an account is required to be opened, entitled “ the account 
of the Du(hy of Ck)mwall,” to which such moneys are to be canied. After 
entering into a contract for sale the surveyor-general is to grant to the purchaser 
a certificate under his hand specifying the premises contracted for and the 
amount of the purchase-money. Upon production of this certfficate the cashiers 
at the Bank must accept the purchase-money specified, and without fee or 
reward acknowledge the receipt at the foot or on the back of the certificate, 
whidi must afterwards be brought to the office of the auditor of the Duchy and 
enrolled in proper books kept for the purpose, separate from the other business 
of the office. Having enrolled the certificate and receipt, the auditor or his 
deputy must attest the same under his hand and return it to the purchaser, 
and as from enrolment the property purchased is to be deemed to be in the 
actuad seisin and possession of the purchaser, to hold and enjoy peaceably and 
quietly and as fully in all respects as the Duke of Cornwall might have held or 
enjoyed the same. If the purchaser neglects to procure and sue forth the 
certificate, or to pay the purchase-money into the Bank, or to enrol the certificate 
and cashier’s receipts, for the space of forty days computed from the day on 
which the contract was made, the contract is to be null and void, and the 
purchase-money, if paid into the Bank, forfeited, unless the surveyor-general 
makes an order for nunc pro tunc enrolment, which he is authorised to do upon 
cause being shown. Provision is also made for lost or destroyed certificates and 
mistakes as to enrolment etc. (see this note, infra). The money so paid into 
the Bank is directed to be laid out by order of the commissioners of the Duke of 
GomwaU in Bank annuities in the name of the Duke, and the Bank is required 
to permit transfers and acceptances of the annuities to be made in the name of 
the Duke by the receiver-general of the Duchy, who is required to accept the 
transfers. The dividends of the annuities are to be applied as revenue of the 
Duchy. This provision as to investment is now, it seems, partly obsolete, since 
payment for r^emption of land tax may now be made by any owner to the Com- 
missioners of Inland Revenue by a capital sum equal to thirW times the sum 
assessed for land tax, under the Finance Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Vict. c. 28), s. 32. 
Under s. 148 of the Land Tax Bedmnption Act, 1M2 (42 Geo. 3, c. 116), 
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639 . With the previous sanction of the Treasury (c), any part of 
the gross sums received as above may be advanced and applied in 
permanently improving the Duchy possessions by inclosure, erecting 
buildings, or executing drainage or other works thereupon (d) ; 
or in the improvement of the house property of the Duchy and 
purposes connected therewith, including the laying out and forming 
of new roads, streets, sewers, or drains, and (where required for 
effecting any of the latter class of improvements) the purchase of 
any lease or leases in existence of any parts of the property intended 
to be improved (e). 

Sums so advanced for improvements are to be a charge upon 
and repaid from the revenues of the Duchy to the account of 
the Duchy at the Bank of England by annual instalments, in the 
case of improvements of the former class, of not less than one- 
thirtieth part in every year (/), and in the case of improvements 
of the latter class, of such amount, not being less than one-sixtieth 
part in every year, as the Treasury direct (gf). The receiver- 
general of the Duchy is required to see that the annual instalments 
are paid, and they are applicable as moneys arising from sales of 
the Duchy possessions under the Duchy of Cornwall Management 
Act, 1863 (/O. 


payment for redemption was to be made in the case of Duchy lands by 
transfer of the Bank annuities to the Commissioners of the National Debt ; 
but this provision is repealed by the Finance Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 28), 
s. 40, Schedule. Upon redemption, and registration of the same in the manner 
directed by the Act, the lands are to be freed and exonerated from the tax 
during the continuance of any demise, and the tax is to be recoverable as rent 
during such period by the Duke against any lessee or tenant, and by such lessee 
or tenant against under-lessees or under-tenants. 

By the statute 5 Geo. 4, c. 78, s. 8, in the case of certificates granted prior to 
the 17th June, 1824, when the purchase-money has been paid into the Hank of 
England as above, and it is shown to the satisfaction of the surveyor-general of 
the Duchy that his certificate has been lost or destroyed by accident, the latter 
may grant a fresh certificate of the same tenor and according to the form and 
date prescribed as above, and order a receipt for the purchase-moneys to ^ 
indorsed thereon and signed with the name of the cashier (living or dead) who 
received the original purchase- money, and also order the fresh receipt and 
certificate to be enrolled in the office of the Duchy. And in every other case 
where, by neglect or omission, any error or mistake has been made at the Bank 
of England or in the Duchy office touching any certificate granted prior to the 
17th June, 1824, or any receipt for the consideration money, or enrolment of 
the same or otherwise, the surveyor-general is required to cause the mistake to 
bo rectified, and all such contracts are to be valid and effectual from the granting 
of the fresh certificate or the amendment of the mistake, and the property con- 
veyed vested as if no such mistake had been made, and all conveyances, 
assurances, charges, and devises made subsequently to such contracts, and 
depending as to title on the due enrolment of tne certificate and receipt, are to 
be of the same effect as if the latter had been originally duly enrolled. 

(c) See p. 243, 

(d) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 8, as 
amended by the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 35), 


n 


B. 8, 


, Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. o. 35), s. 2. 

/) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 49), 

Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Vict. o. 35), s. 2. 

26 & 27 Vict c. 49, s. 8. See tupra, and p. 248, ante. 
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Constitutional Law. 


Bbct. 4. _ 640. Payments out of moneys paid into the Bank of England to 

Revenues of the account of the Duchy under the Duchy of Cornwall Management 
Hereditaiy Act, 1868, must be made by draft under the hands of three of the 
Nature councillors or regular officers of the Duchy authorised by the Duke 
retained by Cornwall by sign manual warrant, and drafts so drawn are 
the Crown. authority to the Bank to pay the amount specified to the 

AnthoriBation person, or to the order of the person named, or to the bearer (t). 

of payments. 

Investment. 541. Moneys received in respect of sales, disposals, or enfranchise- 
ments (Jt), and not immediately required for the purposes to which 
tliey are made applicable, may be laid out in the meantime in the 
purchase of Bank annuities, or in any investments authorised by 
s. 8 of the Trust Investment Act, 1889 (Q, in the name or to the 
account of the Duchy of Cornwall. The Governor and Company 
of the Bank are authorised and required to permit transfers of the 
annuities to be made in that name or to that account, and such 
transfers may be accepted by some oflScer of the Duchy or other 
person authorised by the Duke of Cornwall (m). 

Present or future investments so made may be varied for any of 
the investments authorised (n). 

Sale of 542. The stock or other securities purchased in the name of the 

investments. Duchy may be sold by the direction of the Duke of Cornwall, when it 
is deemed necessary, and the moneys produced paid into the Bank 
of England, to the credit of the Duchy, to be applied in the same 
manner in all respects (o) as money received in respect of a sale for 


ft) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 12. 

(A;) See p. 242, ante, 

(/) 52 & 53 Viet. c. 32, or any Act amending or extending the same. This 
section was repealed (except as to Scotland), and powers of mvestment substi- 
tuted in the case of trustees, implied or constructive (except mortgagees), by the 
Trustee Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 53), ss. 1, 50, 51, Schedule. S. 3 of the 
Trust Investment Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yict. c. 32), being virtually incorporated 
with the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 49), under 
the provision in the text^ would appear to be still applicable to investments 
of Duchy moneys. 

(m) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 49), s. 13, 
extended to include investments under the Trust Investment Act, 1889 (52 & 
53 Vict. c. 32), by the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1893 (56 & 57 
Vict. c. 20), 8. 2 Moneys which at the passing of the Duchy of Cornwall 
Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 49) (namely, 13th July, 1863), were 
standing or payable to the credit of the account, or which may be receivea upon 
eales of Du<my lands under other Acts, are to be considered as part of the fund 
arising from sales etc. under the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 
& 27 Vict. c. 49), and placed to the credit of the Duchy account at the Bank 
and dealt with accordingly. All Bank annuities at a similar date standing in the 
name of the Duke of Qimwall in the books of the Bank were also directed 
to be considered as having been purchased with moneys arising from sales 
under the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 49), and 
transferred to the Duchy account and dealt with accordingly (Duchy of Corn- 
wall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Vict. c. 49), s. 17). Oraers or letters of 
attorney required by the Banx for effecting any such carrying over or transfer 
pe to be under the hands of three persons authorised to sign ^fts as mentioned 
in the text above. 

(w) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Vict. c. 20), 

s. 2 * 

(o) As to the powers of application, see pp. 248, 249, ante. 
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a gross sum of money (p) under the authority of the Duchy of 
Ciornwall Management Act, 1868. The transfer of the stock or 
securities may he effected by any person appointed by letter of 
attorney under the hands and seals of any three persons authorised 
to sign drafts for payments out of the Bank of England (q), and the 
Governor and Company of the Bank must permit the transfers to be 
made, and are exonerated and precluded from seeing or inquiring 
whether the sale is for the purposes and in pursuance of the powers 
conferred (r). 

543 . The dividends on stocks and securities purchased must be 
paid by the Bank of England to the receiver-general of the 
Duchy or hie deputy or lawfully authorised attorneys, to be 
accounted for and applied in all respects as part of the revenues 
of the Duchy («). 

544 . No person claiming under any deed or instrument made or 
purporting to be made und^er the above powers conferred by the 
Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863, is bound to inquire 
whether the transaction is in fact authorised by the Act or not, or 
whether it is or is not within the provisions and the true intent and 
meaning of the Act ; but all such instruments when enrolled (t) are 
valid and effectual as against the Duke of Cornwall for the purposes 
for which they were executed (a). 

No person paying any sum of money under the authority or 
supposed authority of the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 
1868, or in pursuance or purported pursuance of any of its pro- 
visions, is bound to see to the application or answerable for the 
misapplication or non-application of the money so paid (5). 

(6) Letmt of Duchy Lands. 

545 . Leases for any term of years not exceeding thirty-one 
years (c) in possession, but not in reversion, may be granted by the 
Duke of Cornwall under the Duchy seal of any manors, messuages, 
parks, lands, or hereditaments for the time being parcel of the 
possessions of the Duchy, including mines and quarries, whether 
opened or not, with power to the grantee to work, get, carry away, 
and dispose of the minerals, and to do all acts necessary or 
expedient for working, getting, carrying away, and disposing of the 
same (d). 


1 y) See p. 243, ante, as to sales. 

See p. 251, ante. 

r) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), ss. 15, 16. 
«) Ibid., B. 14. 

<) As to enrolment, see p. 254, post. 

a) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. 0 . 49), s. 19. 
xnis provision applies only to the preceding portions of the Act (namely, ^e 
provisions stated in the text above), and does not therefore apply to the powers 
of leasing etc. which come after, 

(6) Ibid., s. 20. This provision applies to all payments under the Act without 
restriction. 

(cl See the provision as to leases for lives, p. 252, post, 

(d) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 21, 
By statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 65, s. 43, no licence, grant, or leave to search for, work, 
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Sect. 4 . 54$. The rent reserved in such leases (other fnan of mines and 

ReTOQues of minerals) must be the full and fair annual rent of the property 
Hereditary without taking any fine or consideration in the nature of a fine 
Nattne (except as previously mentioned (c)), and be incident to the imme- 

retataed by ^j^te reversion. 

tuej^wn. domiso or grant of mines or minerals a reasonable 

Renta. amount of rent, royalty, dues, toll, or dish must be reserved 
without taking any fine or consideration in the nature of a 
fine(/), except in the cases previously mentioned (y). 

Building 547 . Leases for any term of years in possession, but not in rever- 
leases. gion, may be granted by the Duke under the Duchy seal of any 
lands or hereditaments for the time being parcel of the possessions 
of the Duchy, with a view to the improvement of the same by the 
erection of new buildings or the repair of existing buildings thereon, 
or, in the case of open or unimproved or waste lands, by the 
inclosure or cultivation of the same or otherwise (/i). 

In these leases a fair annual rent, incident to the immediate 
reversion, must be reserved, without taking any fine or considera- 
tion in the nature of a fine (except as previously mentioned (i)). 
The lease must also contain a covenant by the lessee for the execu- 
tion of the particular improvements in consideration of which it is 
made {k). 

Restrictions. 548 . Leases of any part of the possessions of the Duchy may 
not be granted by the Duke of Cornwall for the life or lives, or for 
any term of years determinable with the life or lives, of any person 
or persons other than those for whose life or lives some adjacent 
lands, parcel of the Duchy, were held on the 13th July, 1863, 
and then not for any longer term than thirty-one years, 
determinable with such life or lives (/). 

Surrenders. 549 . New leases may be granted of any part of the possessions 
of the Duchy in consideration of the surrender of any outstanding 
estate held for life or any term of years, either absolute or 
determinable with any life or lives. The value of the interest 
surrendered may be taken into account in determining the rent to 
be reserved in the new lease, and the acceptance of the surrender is 
not to be considered as the taking of a fine (m). 


or get mines, minerals, stone, or substrata, belonging to the Duchy, for a period 
not exceeding one year from the date of the same, is to be subject to any stamp 
duty. 

(e) See note (g), infra. 

Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. o. 49), s. 21. 
“ Dish ” is a proportion of tin or lead ore paid as royalty. 

{f) The restriction on taking fines does not apply to affect the disposals for a 
limited period in consideration wholly or in part of a gross sum of money, and 
made with the sanction of the Treasury {ibid., s. 23 ; and as to the disposals 
in question, see p. 242, ante). 

{h) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 22, as 
amended by the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 20), s. 1. ' 

(t) See note (g), supra. 

(k) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 22. 

(/) Ibid., s. 25. o , V j, 

(m) Ibid., 8 . 26. 
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Surrenders of any lease of Duchy possessions may also be 
accepted by the Duke of Cornwall, and separate leases of the whole 
or any part of the hereditaments surrendered granted under the 
Duchy seal for the residue of the term under the surrendered lease, 
and the rent reserved by the latter may be apportioned (n). 

New leases granted upon the surrender of an existing lease 
are effectual notwithstanding any underlease may not be sur- 
rendered (p). 

550. Where any part of the Duchy property comprised in any 
lease is sold, disposed of, or granted, all rights under covenants, 
powers of re-entry, and other powers and conditions of the lease 
remain in full force with regard to the residue of the 
property comprised in the lease, and are not prejudicially affected 
by the severance of the reversion although no apportionment of the 
rent reserved by the lease is made (p). 

The covenants, conditions, and agreements contained in any 
lease or grant made under the powers conferred by the Duchy 
of Cornwall Management Act, 1863, are to be as good and effectual 
in law, according to their tenor, as if the Duke of Cornwall were 
seised of an absolute estate in fee simple of the hereditaments 
granted (q). 

561. Certain powers of leasing Duchy lands may be exercised 
under the Military Lands Act, 1892 (r). 

Special powers of granting leases of certain lands and premises 
situate in the parish of Lambeth, in the county of Surrey, and 
forming parcel of the Duchy, are conferred upon the Duke of 
Cornwall and his successors (s). 

552. For the purposes of small holdings and allotments, leases 
of Duchy lands may be granted to a council (0 by the Duke of 
Cornwall, or other the persons for the time being having power 
to dispose of land belonging to the Duchy (a), for a term not 
exceeding thirty-five years, either with or without such right of 
renewal for not less than fourteen or more than thirty-five years as 


(n) Duchy of Cornwall Mana^ment Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet. c. 49), s. 27. 

(o) Ibid., B. 28, which enacts mat such new leases are to he taken as renewals 
under the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1730 (4 Oeo. 2, c. 28), s. 6. 

(») Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet, a 49), s. 29. 

(9) Ibid., B. 24. 

fr) 65 & 66 Viet. 0. 43, s. 10 (1). See p. 201, ante. 

(s) Under the statute 62 Qeo. 3, 0. 123. The powers as to leases conferred by 
this Act relate to the g^nting of leases rmder contracts entered into under the 
powers conferred by the statute 60 Geo. 3, 0. 6, which do not appear to extend to 
future Dukes of Cornwall, though the latter ore bound by contracts and leases 
entered into thereunder (statutes 60 Geo. 3,'a 6, s. 1 ; 62 (3eo. 3, c. 123, as. 1, 2). 
The last-mentioned Act also confers powers upon the Duke of Cornwall and ms 
successors, with the advice and consent of his council or commissioners of 
revenue, to set apart land for streets, roads etc., to make sewers, drains, 
docks etc. (statute 62 Geo. 3, 0. 123, ss. 6, 7), with a saving of the rights 
of the Commimoners of Sewers and of the city of London (t&td!, as. 8, 10). 

{t) “ Council” under the Act may he either the county, borough, district, or 
pansh council, according to the provisions of the Act which are appUoable. 

(a) See, as to these, p. 240, ante. 
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is conferred by the Act in the case of land hired compulsorily for 
those purposes (b). 

(7) Enrolment. 

553. All deeds and instruments by which any property (c) is pur- 
chased or any of the possessions of the Duchy sold, disposed of, enfran- 
chised, exchanged, leased, licensed to be demised, granted, charged, 
or released, and all agreements for reference or submission to arbi- 
tration, and any award made under reference or submission to 
arbitration under the powers of the Duchy of Cornwall Manage- 
ment Act, 1868, must be enrolled in the office of the Duchy of 
Cornwall within six months after the date of the same (d). The 
enrolment must be made by the Keeper of the Becords of the 
Duchy in order of time as the instruments are brought to the 
office, and a certificate under his hand, or the hand of his deputy, 
indorsed upon the same of the fact and date of enrolment (e). . 

In cases where the enrolment of the instrument in the 
Duchy office is or has been omitted or delayed beyond the period 
provided as above, or otherwise, the Duke of Cornwall, or any 
person appointed by him by sign manual warrant, or, in the absence 
of such appointment, the Keeper of the Kecords of the Duchy, 
upon reasonable cause shown for the omission or delay, may direct 
or permit the making of the enrolment nunc pro tunc (/). 

554. Enrolment is to have the like force and effect in all respects 
as enrolment or registration in the High Court of Justice (y), and 
the memorandum of enrolment written on the instrument and 
purporting to be signed by the Keeper of the Records of the Duchy 
or his deputy is evidence that the same has been enrolled 
according to the tenor of the memorandum and to the statutory 
provisions (h). 

555. As to deeds, certificates, receipts, or other instruments 
relating to the possessions of the Duchy, and enrolled in the 
Duchy office, the enrolment in the books of the office, or an 
examined copy of the enrolment, or a certificate purporting to set 
forth a true copy of the whole or part of the same, and purporting to 
be signed and certified by the Keeper of the Records of ^e Duchy, is, 
in the absence of evidence to the contrary, and without the production 


{b) Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 36), s. 40 (1), (2). 
Tms provision is made subject to any consents and conditions required, ii any 
(see ibid., s. 40 (1) ). As to the renewal of leases of land hired compulsorily, see 
ibid., s. 44. See titles AUiOTMENTs, Yol. I., p. 331 ; Small Uoldikos. As to 
agiicultural holdings generally, see title AoBiouLTOia, Yol. L, p. 237. 

(c) Namely, manors, lordships, messuages, lands, mines, minerals, tenements, 
her^taments, rents, pensions, annuities, rights of common or mining, or 
other charges or rights. 

(d) See the text it^fra as to nunc pro tunc enrolments. 

(e) Du<^y of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Yict. c. 49), ss. 30, 31. 
^ (/) Ibid., 8. 33. When made, the enrolment is to be as valid and effectual as 
if made within the period limited by the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act 
1863 (26 & 27 Yict. c. 49), or otherwise (ibid.). 

Court of Chancery or any of the courts at Westminster, in the Act ; 
now toe Central Office of toe £hgh Court (see E. S. 0., 1883, Ord. 61, r. 9). 

(A) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 A 27 Yict. c. 49), s. 32. 
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of the original or the calling of any attesting witness, and, in the case 
of a certificate without proof, other than the production of the same, 
that the copy is a true copy, to be admitted in all courts of justice 
and in all legal proceedings as proof of the original instrument 
or enrolment, or of so much of the same as the certified copy 
purports to set forth, and as proof that the original was duly made, 
given, or executed by the parties (i). 

* (8) Applieation of certain General Acte, 

656 . The Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 (k), applies to land 
belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall, and with respect thereto such 
person as the Duke of Cornwall or the possessor for the time being 
of the Duchy (1) appoints is to represent the Duke of Cornwall or 
other possessor, and to be deemed the landlord, with power to do 
any act or thing which a landlord is authorised or required to 
do under the Act (m). 

Compensation under the Act payable by the Duke of Cornwall, 
or other possessor of the Duchy (n), in respect of an improvement 
comprised in Part I. or Part IL of the First Schedule to the Act (o), 
is to be paid, and advances therefor made, in the manner and 
subject to certain provisions (p) of the Duchy of Cornwall Manage- 
ment Act, 1863, with respect to improvements of land mentioned 
therein (q). This provision also applies, in certain cases relating to 
market gardens (r), to any improvement comprised in the Third 
Schedule to the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908, compensation in 
respect of which in such cases is to be paid in the same manner, 
and out of the same funds, as if it were comprised in Part I. of 
the First Schedule to the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 (s). 

667 . Certain provisions of the Copyhold Act, 1841 (t), are 
extended and made applicable to lands and possessions in the 
Duchy of Cornwall, and to any enfranchisement of lands held 
of the Duchy manors under the powers of any existing Acts 
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Copyhold 
Act, 1841. 


I t) Assessionable Manors Award Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 83b s. 6. 

k) 8 Bdw. 7, c. 28. 

1) See, as to who is entitled to possession of the Duchy, pp. 238 et seq., ante 

m) Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7. c: 28), s. 39 fl), (2) 

n) See pp. 238 et ante, v / \ y 

o) See p. 191, ante. 

comprised in the Duchy of ComwaU Management Act. 
1863 (26 & 2< Vict. o. 49), s. 8, as to which see p. 249, anfe. 
fgl Agricultiml Holdings Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 28), s. 39 (3). 

(r) Namely, in the case of holdings in respect of which it is agreed in writing 
on or after the 1st January, 1896, lhat the holding shall bo let or treated as a 
market garden. 

8 Edw. 7, 0 . 28, s. 42 (1) (h). 

(0.4 & 6 Viet. 0 . 36. This Act was repealed by the Copyhold Act. 1894 (61 & 
68 Vict, c. 46), 8. 100, oertam of the provimons of the latter Act being extended to 
manors and lands vested m the Sovereign in right of the Crown or of the Duohv 
of Lancaster ftiid., s. 98, and see pp. 196 rf sej. , 226. ante), but not to the Duchy of 
Cornel. It ^ms, therefore, tot the Copyhold Act, 1841 (4 & 6 Vict. o. 35), 
18 sWl applicable to the latter, since to provisions of a repealed Act, in so far 

"otwitiBta.ai.g 
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8itoT.4. of Parliament (a), and to the stewards and tenants of Duchy 
‘Bevenuesof manors (&). 

H^ditaiy ^gg forming part of the possessions of the Duchy not 

raSfoSbv exceeding in the whole one acre in any one parish (c) may be 
Se Crow granted, conveyed, or enfranchised by deed to, or in favour of, any 
— existing or intended institution to which the Diterary and Scientific 
sSlIc®”'* Institutions Act, 1864, applies. The grant is to be made by three 
Institutions or more of the principal officers of the Duchy, if so authorised (d), 
Act, 1864. and may be in the form provided (e), or as near thereto as circum- 
stances will admit, and upon such terms and conditions as may 
seem fit (/). 

The like provision is made in the event of land so granted by 
way of gift ceasing to be used for the purposes of the institution, as 
in the case of the Duchy of Lancaster (g). 

Inclosure 559. Powers vested in the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 

Acts. IjJjq Inclosure Acts for effecting exchanges of land are as from 

the 13th July, 1863, with regard to any exchange affecting the 
possessions of the Duchy of Cornwall, to be deemed and construed 
to authorise a dealing, for the purpose of the exchange, with mines 
and minerals (h), and rights in respect of mines and minerals, 
either with or without any dealing with the ownership of the 
surface (i). 


(а) Namely, when the Assessionable Manors Award Act, 1848(11 & 12 Viet. o. 
83), was passed (Slst August, 1848). Quoere, therefore, whether the provisions 
apply to enfranchisements imder the Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 18G3 
(26 & 27 Viet. c. 49). 

(б) Assessionable Manors Award Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 83), s. 5. The 
provisions so extended are — (1) for enabling tenants to grant rights of way, 
entry, and other easements to the lord of the manor for mining purposes; 
121 for the partition of copyhold or customary lands by courts of equity ; 
(3) for enabling customary courts to be held though no copyhold tenant be 
present; (4) for enabling grants of land to be held by copy of court roll, and 
admissions to be made out of the manors and out of court ; (5) for requiring 
every surrender, grant, and admission, and every fact proved to the lord or 
steward at any court where a homage is not assembled, to be forthwith entered 
on the court rolls, and determining that presentment by the homage is not 
essential to the validity of an admission. 

(c) Namely, any place separately maintaining its own poor (Literary and 
Scientific Institutions Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 112), s. 34). 

(d) By warrant under the banas of any three or more of the special commis- 
sioners for managing the Duchy, or under the hands of any three or more of the 
persons having the immediate management if the Duchy is vested in the Crown, 
or under the hands of three or more of the principal officers of the Duchy, or of 
the persons having the immediate management of the Duchy, if vested in a Duke 
of Cornwall {ibid., s. 3). As to the provisions for management, see p. 240, ante, 

! e) Literaiy and Scientific Institutions Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 112), s. 13. 

f)Ibid.,B.d. 

Ibid., s. 4. For the provision, see p. 222, anle. 
h) As to the meaning of “ minerals'* in the Duchy of Cornwall Management 
Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet c. 49), see note (d), p. 246, ante. 

(t) Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863 (26 & 27 Viet, a 49), s. 41. 
The powers of the Inclosure Commissioners were transferred to the Board of 
Agriculture (now the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries) by the Board of 
Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 30), s. 2. As to the application of the 
Inclosure Acts to Cornwall, see p. 199, ante. As to inclosture generally, see 
titles Commons, Vol. IV., p. 441; Copyholds; Highways, Streets, and 
Bridges ; Open Spaces and Eecreation Qbovnds. 
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560 . Nothing contained in the Improvement of Land Act, 1864, 
is to authorise any person to take, use, enter upon, or interfere 
with any land, soil, or water, or any right in respect of the same, 
if belonging to the Sovereign for the time being in right of the 
Duchy of Cornwall, without the consent in writing of some two 
or more of the regular ofi&cers of the Duchy, or of such other 
persons as may be duly authorised under the Duchy of Cornwall 
Management Act, 1863 (/c), to exercise all or any of the rights, 
powers, privileges, and authorities exercisable under that Act, or 
otherwise in relation to the Duchy, or, if belonging to the Duke 
of Cornwall for the time being, without the consent of the Duke 
under the Duchy seal for that purpose first had and obtained ( 1 ). 

Nor is the Improvement of Land Act, 1864, to take away, 
diminish, alter, prejudice, or affect any property rights, profits, 
privileges, powers, or authorities vested in or enjoyed by the 
Duke of Cornwall for the time being, or the Sovereign in right 
of the Duchy (m). 

561 . Neither the London County Council nor any vestry or 
borough or district council («) may take, or use, or in any manner 
interfere with any land, soil, tenement, or hereditament, or any right 
of any nature, of or belonging to the Crown in right of the Duchy 
of Cornwall, without the previous consent in writing of two or more 
of the principal officers of the Duchy (which consent such officers 
are authorised to give). Nothing in the Metropolis Management 
Amendment Act, 1862 (o), is to divest, diminish, or alter any 
estate, right, privilege, power, or authority vested in or enjoyed by 
the Crown in respect of the Duchy (p). 

This provision is, however, subject to a saving of the rights, 
powers, and authorities of the London County Council (g) relating 
to the main drainage of the metropolis (»•). 

562 . Nothing in the Defence Act, 1842, is to vest or be con- 
strued to vest in the Secretary of State for War for the time being 
any estate or interest in any messuages, buildings, castles, forts, 
lines, or other fortifications, manors, lands, tenements, and here- 
ditaments belonging to the Duke of Cornwall, or other personage 
entitled for the time being to the revenues of the Duchy, in right 
or in respect of the Duchy, other than the estate and interest 


I k) 26 & 27 Yict. o. 49, s. 39. For these provisions, see p. 240, ante. 

1) lm^>venient of Land Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Yict c. 114), s. 37. 

n) Tba Metropolitan Board of Works, vestries, and district boards, in the Act ; 
but their powers have now become vestra in the bodies mentioned in the text 
(see note (n), p. 236, ante). 

(o) 25 & 26 Yict. o. 102. 

(p) Metropolis Management Amendment Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Yict c. 102), 
B. 117. 

(9) Metropolitan Board of Works, in the Act; but see, as to the transfer of 
powers, note (n), n. 236, ante. 

(r) Metropohs Management Amendment Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Wet. o. 102), 
s. 117. These powers are not to be in any manner lessened, altered, prejudiced, 
or affected by this section, but may be put in force as if it had not ^n passed 
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under or by virtue of which the same were held by the Board of 
Ordnance (now the Secretary of State for War) on the 10th August, 
l842(s): and nothing in the Act is to affect, alter, prejudice, or 
derogate from the estate, right, title, interest, privileges, or authority 
of the Duke of Cornwall, or other the personage for the time being 
entitled to the revenues of the Duchy in right or in respect of the 
Duchy or the possessions thereof (0* 

563. The provisions of the Prescription Act, 1882, by which a 
limited protection is afforded to persons claiming any right of 
common or other benefit (other than tithes, rent, or services) after 
thirty years’ enjoyment, or, in the case of ways or other easements, 
or any watercourse, or use of any water, after twenty years’ enjoy- 
ment, and absolute protection in either case after sixty and forty 
years’ enjoyment respectively, unless the enjoyment is by express 
agreement by deed or in writing, extend to claims over lands of 
the Duchy of Cornwall (a). 

(9) MinM under the Foreshore in Cornwall. 

564. As between the Sovereign in right of the Crown (6) and 
the Duke of Cornwall (c) in right of the Duchy, all mines and 
minerals {d) lying under the sea-shore between high and low water 
mark (e) within the county of Cornwall (/), and under estuaries and 


(s) Namely, tbe date of the passing of the Act. 

(t) Defence Act, 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 94), s. 41. Nothing in the Act is to be 
admitted in any court of law or equity, or otherwise construed, to alter or affect 
in any manner the tenure upon which any of the classes of property mentioned 
in the text above were, previously to the 10th August, 1842, held or set apart 
for, or placed under the charge of, any person or persons acting under the 
authority of or in trust for the Grown for the use and service of the ordnance or 
late barrack department, or for the defence or security of the realm, nor to idter 
or affect in any manner whatever the estate, right, title, interest, or audiority, 
of the Duke of Cornwall, or other the personage entitled as above, in right or in 
respect of the Duchy or the possessions thereof {ihid.). 

(a) Prescription Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 71), ss. 1, 2 ; and see, generally, 
title EASEMEirrs and Fboeits A Pbendbe. Certain provisions of the following 
Acts apply to the lands or possessions of the Duchy : — ^The Land Begistry Act, 
1862 (25 & 26 Yict. c. 53), ss. 1 14, 140 ; and the Land Transfer Act, 1875 (38 & 
39 Yict. c. 87), s. 65, amended as to possessory titles by the Land Transfer Act, 
1897 (60 & 61 Yict. c. 65), s. 18, Schedule (see m 177, ante, and, generally, title 
Beal Pbofebtt and Cuaxtels Beal) ; the Tithe Act, 1836 (6 & 7 WilL 4, 
c. 71), B. 13 (see p. 180, ante, and, generally, title Ecclesiastical Law); the 
Improvement of Land Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Yict. c. 114), s. 37 (see p. 257, ante, 
and, generally, title Beal Pbofebtt and Cuattels Beal) ; the wwa Suit^, 
&c. Act, 186.i (28 & 29 Yict. c. 104), s. 52 (see title Crown Pbaotice). 

(5) As to the right of the Grown to mines under the foreshore, ses p. 118, ante. 

(c) This term under the Act, unless repugnant to the context, comprehends 
the personage for the time bising entitled to the revenues of the Duchy, 
including the Sovereign when there is no Duke of Cornwall (Cornwall Sub> 
marine Mines Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Yict. c. 109), s. 8). 

(<0 “Mines and minerals” under the Act, unless repumant to the context, 
includes all mines and minerals, quarries, veins, or De& of stone, and all 
substrata of any other nature, and the ground and soil in, upon, and under 
which the same lie {ibid,). 

(e) As to the settlement of disputes relating to the lines of high and low 
water marks, see p. 260, post. 

if) Exclusive of any lands added or taken away by the Counties (Detached 
Parts) Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Yict c. 61). fWd. 
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tidal rivers and other places (below high-water mark), even below 
low-water mark, being in and part of the county (except mines and 
minerals in or under land below high-water mark which is part 
and parcel of any manor belonging to the Sovereign in right of the 
Crown), are vested in the Duke of Cornwall in right of the 
Duchy (, 9 ). But mines and minerals lying below low- water mark 
under the open sea adjacent to, but not being part of, the county 
of Cornwall are vested in the Sovereign in right of the Crown 
as part of the soil and territorial possessions of the Crown (h), 

565. The Sovereign and all persons entitled in right of the 
Crown (including his or their lessees or tenants) to, or to the 
management of, any of the mines and minerals lying below low- 
water mark under the open sea adjacent to, but not being part of, 
the county of Cornwall, may take or use, or pass through, over, or 
under, any land(i) of the Duchy within the county of Cornwall 
for certain specified purposes (/c), upon giving to the Duke of 
Cornwall, and to any other persons for the time being interested 
in the land so required, two months’ previous notice stating the 
nature of the facilities required ( 1 ). 

In making use of these facilities no pit, shaft, adit, drift, 
level, drain, watercourse, pool, or embankment ^ay be sunk, 
driven, or made so as to weaken, damage, injure, or endanger any 
house or other building. Nor may any tramroad, wagon or other 
way, or any works or machinery be placed, laid, made, or erected, 
nor any minerals be dressed or made merchantable, within fifty 
feet of any dwelling-house, or upon any garden or orchard, or so 
as to interfere with any mining works or operations of the Duke 
of Cornwall, his lessees or tenants (m). 

The Sovereign or person making use of the facilities must 
also make and keep good and sufficient gates, rails, bars, or posts 
in ail places where necessary or proper to shut up or inclose any 
breach, gateway, or opening made in any of the fences ; and must 
also make all conveniences necessary for the convenience and 
safety of the owners or occupiers of the lands, of which use is so 
made, and other lands adjoining the same, and of the public, in 
order to prevent damage, inconvenience, and trespasses upon the 
land by cuttle or other animals (n). 


(<f) Cornwall Submarine Mines Act, 1853 (21 A 22 Yict. c. 109), s. 1. 

A) ZWd., 8. 2. 

(t) Either in the occupation of tenants under leases or agreements made after 
the 2nd August, 1858, or in that of the Duke of Cornwall for the time 
being. 

(A) Namely, in order to make or rink any pits, shafts, adits, drifts, levels, drains, 
watercourses, pools, or embankments, and to make, lay, place, use, and repair 
any spoil-banks, roads, ways, bridges, and banks, and to make, erect, and repair 
any lodges, sheds, steam and other engines, building, works, and machinery, 
in, under, upon, through, over, or along the above lands, and to do ril other 
acts necessary or convenient for working, searching for, digging, raising or 
caprying away, dressing, or making merchantable the above mines and 
minerals. 

(Q Cornwall Submarine Mines Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Yict. 0 . 109), s. 3. 

(m) Ibid. 

(w) Ibid., a. 4. 


Sect. 4. 
Revenues of 
Hereditary 
Nature 
retained by 
the Crown. 


Right of 
access to 
mines below 
low-water 
mark. 


Conditions. 




260 


CONSTITDTIONAL LaW. 


BbOT. 4. 

BeTenaes of 
Hereditary 
Mature 
retained by 
the Cro^. 

Compexisation 
for damage. 


Arbitration. 


Damage by 
lessees etc. 


Differences 
as to high 
or low water 
mark« 


566 . Compensation must also -be made by the Crown or other 
person making use of the above facilities to the Duke of Cornwall 
and any other person interested in the lands taken or used both in 
respect of the use of the facilities, and for any damage or mjury 
occasioned by the same (o), the amount of the compensation or 
damage to be determined as follows : — 

When the facilities are used upon, through, over, under, or along 
lands lying between high and low water mark and being part of the 
soil of the Duchy possessions, the compensation for the same is to 
be a sum equal to one-fifteenth part of the net dues or moneys 
received by the Crown from the mines and minerals below low- 
water mark worked and gotten by means of the facilities, in 
addition to compensation for any building, wharf, or other arti- 
ficial structure affected by the use of the facilities as above, the 
amount of the latter to be settled by agreement or in the mannei 
following. 

667 . If not determined by agreement, the matter in difference 
must be settled by two arbitrators, one named by the oificer having 
the management of the land revenues of the Crown in Cornwall, 
and the other by the Duke of Cornwall or the Council for the Duchy, 
or by other the person or persons, if any, interested in the lands 
used. The matter is to be determined by the arbitrators, or by an 
umpire appointed by them before entering upon the reference. 

If the arbitrators, or either of them, or the umpire, dies, or refuses 
or for seven days neglects to act, his place is to be supplied by 
another person, to be appointed in a similar manner. 

The arbitrators or umpire must determine by whom and how the 
costs of the reference and award or umpirage are to be paid, and 
may call for any documents in the possession of either party, and 
summon and examine any witness upon oath, and administer the 
oath for that purpose (a). 

568 . Where damage is done by any lessee or other person in 
searching or working for mines or minerals under the above powers, 
the compensation is payable by such lessee or other person com- 
mitting the damage or his representatives, and not by the 
Crown (f»). 

569 . Differences as to the true line of high or low water mark 
between the Sovereign in right of the Crown or any Crown tenants 
under leases or agreements made after the 2nd Aurast, 1858, 
and the Duke of Cornwall, are to be settled by arbitration or 
umpirage in the same manner in all respects as in the case of 
compensation (c). 


(o) Cornwall Submarine Mines Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Yict c. 109), ss, 0, 4. 

(a) Ibid., B. 5. 

{bS Ibid., 8. 6. 

(c) Ibid., B. 7. The proTisions of the Cornwall Submarine Mines Act, 1858 
(21 & 22 Viet. c. 109), do not affect any estate, right, title, claim, or demand 
of any person or body politic or corporate, and their respeotive representa- 
tives (except the Sovereim in right of the Crown, or the Du e of Cornwall in 
right of the Duchy, ana any person or body claiming under any grant, lease. 
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(10) Mining Rights in Assessionahle Manors* 

570 . With regard to certain assessionahle manors in the Duchy 
of Cornwall (d), the following rights as to mines belong absolutely 
(in so far as they remain undisposed of (e)) to the Duke of Corn- 
wall (J ) as possessions granted by the original charter of Edward III., 
and thereby annexed to the Duchy, but without prejudice to the 
estates or rights, if any, of the lessees thereof : — 

(1) All mines and minerals (g) in and under the tenements which 
on the 9th August, 1844, or at any time before the 1st May, 1844, 
were held as conventionary tenements {h) of such manors ; 


agreement, or assurance entered into by them or by the Council of the Duchy 
subsequently to the 2nd August, 1858) which they had prior to the 2nd August, 
1858, or might have had if the Act had not been passed {ibid.y s. 9), 

{d) Namely, Helston-in-Trigg, Penmayne, Tintagel, Restormel, Penlyne, Pen- 
kneth, Talskedy, Liskeard, Bmatou, Stoke Climsland, Trematon (statute 7 & 8 
Viet. c. 105, 8. 63, Sched. I.). Originally the possessions of the Duchy included 
seventeen assessionahle manors, of which the above on the 9th August, 1844, 
remained unsold, whilst certain other assessionahle manors (see note (n), p. 262, 
post) had previously to that date been sold under the statutory powers conferred 
for the redemption of land tax (see, as to these powers, p. 248, ante), but with the 
express exception and reservation in the conveyances of the same of all mines 
and minerals, and the right to work the same (see the statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 105, 
preamble, and Scheds. I., II. ; see, as to Duchy property generally, the 
debate on the Civil List Bill, 1837, Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, Vol. 
XXXIX., 1318—1365). 

(e) See the statutory powers of disposition, p. 242, ante. 

(/) The expression VDuke of Cornwall” in the statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 105 
includes predecessors and successors, and also the Sovereign and his predecessors 
and successors for the time being entitled to the possessions or revenues of the 
Duchy during a vacancy thereof (7 & 8 Viet. c. 105, s. 92). 

{g) As to file moaning of the term ** mines and minerals,” see title Mines, 
Minerals, and Quarries. 

(h) “Conventionary tenement” in the Act (namely, 7 & 8 Viet. c. 105) includes 
all lands, tenements, and hereditaments which on the 9th August, 1844, or at 
any time within a hundred years before the Ist May, 1844, were held as conven- 
tionary tenements of the manors mentioned in Scheds. L and II. to the Act (see 
note (d), supra, and note (??), p. 262, post), whether the tenure has been changed 
before the passing of the Act (9th August, 1844) or afterwards or not, and also 
includes undivided and divided parts and shai-es of and in such conventionary 
tenements (7 & 8 Viet. c. 105, s. 92). As to the mode of granting conventionary 
tenements, see this note, infra. Commissioners were appointed under the Act to 
determine — (1) what tenements were within the assessionahle manors, their 
boundaries, identities etc. ; (2) what were the wastes and other lands within the 
manors, or the mines etc. belonging to the Duke ; (3) the boundaries and 
extent of the manors themselves ; (^) generally what lands, mines, minerals etc., 
and hereditaments belonged to the Duke ; (5) the rents, services etc., payable 
by tenants of the conventionary tenements ; (6) ^nerally all matters ana tnings 
relating to the above, and wnich might enable them to make the award 
(7 & 8 Viet. c. 105, preamble, s. 13). The awards, which were to be binding 
and conclusive in all future questions as to the subject-matter thereof {ibid., 
ss. 40, 48 — 62), subject to the limited right of appeal within a certain period 
afforded by the Act, were confirmed and made finally conclusive by the Ass^ion- 
able Manors Award Act, 1 848 (1 1 & 1 2 Viet c. 83, a 1 (see also p. 262, po^), subject 
to certain rights of the lord or lords of the manor of Tywamhaile and certain 
others whiem were not to be prejudiced (see, as to these rights, p. 263, post). 
Conventionary tenements determined to be such by the awara for sixty years 
befpre the let May, 1844 (without prejudice to the mines and metallic minerals 
thereunder), are turned into freeholds, to be held in free and common socage, 
subject to the payment of the annual sums or apportioned annual sums 
determined by the award, for the recovery of which the Duke of Oomwall is to 
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Sbot.4. (2) All mines, minerals, stone, substrata (t), and all other 
fievennes of profits whatsoever in, upon, under, and of all waste, including 
Hereditary all commons, downs, moors, and uninclosed lands {k), and other 
Nature demesne lands of such manors respectively ; 
rotated by ^3^ ^j] mines, minerals, stone, and substrata, in, upon, under, 
the Crown, Qj^er lands lying within or parcel of such manors 

respectively, and which (namely, the mines, minerals, stones, or 
substrata) were by certain awards (I) determined to belong to the 
Duke of (Cornwall (m). 

Manors in 571 . With regard to certain assessionable manors within the 
rwpwtof Duchy which, before the 9th August, 1844, were sold for the 

min^ redemption of land tax (rt), the following rights as to mines belong 

rights were absolutely (in so far as they remain unsold or otherwise disposed 

reserred. subject also to the rights of the lord of the manor of 

Tywamhaile Tyas as to that manor (0)) to the Duke of Cornwall as 


have the same rights and remedies as in the case of rents reserved on a 
demise or lease (7 & 8 Viot c. 105, s. 41), The conventionary tenements first 
granted within sixty years of the 1st May, 1844, were directed to become part 
and parcel of the demesne lands of the respective manors, subject to sp^al 
provisions as to compensation to persons having certain interests therein 
ss. 42, 43) ; and rignts of herbage, pasture, or common, or any other profit or 
benefit enjoyed over Duchy lands and possessions, and formerly let or granted 
in gross, and not as appendant or appurtenant to any specific tenement, were 
not confirmed, but the lands subject thereto freed and mscharged therefrom, 
with power to the commisi^ioners to award certain compensation in the case of 
common of pasture or turbaiy (t5id„ ss. 44, 45). The estates, interests, uses, 
trusts, powers, provisoes, and agreements previously subsisting with regard to 
the conventionary tenements pnor to their conversion into freeholds (so far as 
capable of taking effect in the conventionary tenement) were preserved 
s. 46). The awa^ of the commissioners do not determine or in any wise pre- 
judice, affect, or extend to any lawful right, profit, privilege, or easement to 
which the tinners of the county of Cornwall are or claim to be entitled as such 
tinners under or by force of any statute, custom, prescription, or royal charter, 
which are to remam in full force and vigour as if the said Act had not been 
passed s. 84). The commissioners were expressly debarred from inquiring 
or awarmng as to any claims to mines or minerals under or by virtue of the custom 
or supposed custom commonly called ** bounding,” or as to any claim, title, or 
interest known by the name of tin bounds ” ; and the inquiry of the commis- 
sioners was directed to be made without any regard to the custom of ** bounding,” 


see title Mikes, Mikerals, and Quabbibs. 

(i) As to the meaning of these terms, see title Mikes, Mikebals, akd 
Quarries. 


(k) The expression ** waste ” or waste lands ” has this meaning throughout 
the statute (7 & 8 Viet. o. 105, s. 92). 

(l) See note (/i), p. 261, ante, • *' 

(m) Statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 105, s. 53. 

(n) Namely, the manors of Tewington , Tybosta, Moresk, Tywamhaile, Holston- 
in-Kerrier, Calstock (statute 7 A 8 Viet. c. 105, preamble, Sched. 11. ; and see 
note((2), p. 261, ante). The conveyances under which these manors were sold 
contained a reservation of ** all mines and minerals within and under the same, 
with full and free liberty of ingress, egress, and regress to dig, search for, take, 
use, and work the same,” and the provision in the text is enacted in order to 
put an end to doubts as to the rights of tte Duke to mines and mineralS in 
such manors (see 7 & 8 Viet. c. 105, preamble). 

(o) See p. 263, peat, as to these rights. 
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poeseseions granted by the original charter and thereby annexed to 
the Duchy, but without prejudice to the estates or rights, if any, of Bevexmes of 
persons being lessees of the then Duke of Cornwall on the 9th 
August, 1844, namely, the right to all mines and metallic minerals 
in, upon, under, and of the tenements which on the 9th August, 

1844, or at any time within one hundred years before that date — 
were held as conventionary tenements of such manors ; or in, upon, 
under, and of all lands lying within such manors which at the time 
of the sale of the respective manors were waste and demesne lands 
of the same ; or in, upon, and under all other lands lying within 
or parcel of the same mwors respectively, and which gamely, the 
mines and metallic minerals) were by the above-mentioned 
awards (|)) determined to belong to the Duke of Cornwall (a). 

The property in mines in the freehold tenements of the asses- 
sionable manors (other than those which were formerly conven- 
tional tenements but converted into freeholds under the above- 
mentioned awards) belongs to the freeholders (b). 

572. The lord or lords of the manor of Tywamhaile Tyas are 
entitled in right of their manor or lordship or otherwise to a moiety 
of all tin mines, tin ore, tin dues, or tin toll throughout the lands 
awarded (c) as the demesne or conventionary lands of the manor 
of Tywamhaile, and the Duke of Cornwall is entitled to a moiety 
of aU the like mines, ore, dues, or toll throughout the lands within 
the manor or lordship of Tywamhaile Tyas (d). 

These rights as to the manor of Tywarnha^e are not disturbed, 
varied, impaired, or prejudiced by the award referred to above, but 
the Duke of Cornwall and his successors and the lord or lords for 
the time being of the manor of Tywamhaile Tyas (or the majority 
in value of such lords) may by agreement made by deed and enrolled 
in the office of the Duchy, agree upon and determine all questions 
which may at any time arise between the above parties relating to 
the above claims, rights, and interest, and define and settle the 
same, and make such provisions and regulations for granting, 
demising, and working the tin mines, ores, dues, and toll, and 
collecting, recovering, and dividing all profits or advantages accru- 
ing or arising therefrom, and generally for doing all matters and 
things incidental or relating thereto (e). 

Agreements so made and enrolled, and ever^ demise or grant 
made in pursuance of the same, are to be bindmg and conclusive 
for all purposes whatsoever, subject to a saving to ttil persons (other 
than the Duke and the lords of the manor and those claiming by or 
under them, and other than the parties to any such agreement, 
demise, or grant as above) of all such estates, rights, titles, interest, 
and claims in, to, or upon the afore-mentioned lands, mines, 


(p) See note (ft), p. 261, ante. 

(oj Statute 7 & 8 Vict. o. 105, s. 84. 

(o) See note <h), p. 261, ante, and Sotoe v. Brenton (1828), Oonoanen’a 
Kep. p. 816 ; Creaee v. Barrett (1835), 1 Or. M. & E. 919, 922. 

(e) See, as to the award, note (A), p. 261, ante. 

(<U Asaeenonable Manors Awm Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Yict. o. 83), s. 2. 

(a) Ibid, 
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ores, dues, or toll as they lawfully had on the 81st August, 
1848 (/). 

573. Subject to certain restrictions as to parks and pleasure 
grounds etc.(pr), and to provisions as to compensation (h), notice (t), 
and security for damage (k), the Duke of Cornwall and his lessees, 
and all persons authorised by the Duke, and his or their agents 
and workmen may enter into and upon all lands or tenements 
of any tenure situate or being within, or held of, any of the said 
manors (Q, in which any mines, minerals, stone, or substrata 
belong to the said Duke as above, and search, dig for, open, and 
work such mines, and get, carry away, and dispose of the minerals, 
stone, or substrata, and erect all such buildings, steam and other 
engines, machinery, and things, and sink and make all such pits, 
shafts, levels, adits, air-holes, tram and other roads, and other 
works, and take sufficient stone, lime, and slate for such buildings 
and other works, and take and use and divert all such water, and 
take and use all such room for ore and rubbish and other things, 
and do all such other acts and things upon, under, in, and about 
the above lands and tenements, as may be necessary or convenient 
for working the mines aforesaid, and getting, washing, dressing, 
rendering merchantable, carrying away, and disposing of the same 
minerals, stone, or substrata (m). 


Notioe to 574. Before entry may be made by the Duke of Cornwall or any 
Mcnitiers. other person under the above provisions upon any lands or tenements 
(other than waste lands) to search, dig for, open, work, or get any 
mines or minerals, one calendar month’s previous notice in writing 
must be given of the intended entry to the occupier of the surface, 
or (if the occupier or his place of abode be unknown or uncertain) 
affixed in or upon some conspicuous part of the lands or tenements. 
The notice must specify and describe the lands and tenements upon 
which the entry is to be made, and must state the name and place 
of abode of the person by whom or on whose behalf the entry is 
intended to be made (n). Security for compensation must also be 


(/) Aflsessioiiable Manors Award Act, 1848 (11 A 12 Yict. c. 83), s. 2. 

(o) Nothing in the statute 7 & 8 Yict. c. 105 is to authorise or empower the 
Duke of CiomwaU or any person claiming under him to erect any building or 
steam or other engine, machinery, or thing, or to sink or make any pit, shaft, air- 
hole, IxanL or other road, or to lay any ore, rubbish, or other thing, or to enter into 
or upon the surface of any land which the commissioners by their award (see 
note {h),v. 261, ante) certined, and were so required to certify, to have been on 
the 1st May, 1844, appropriated as a garden, park, or pl^ure ground, or as 
a dwdling-house or yora or curtilage to the same, and which afterwa^ con- 
tinues to be so appropriated, or in or upon any lahd which may at any time after 
the 9th August, 1844, at the time of entry be actually and bond fide appropriated 
and used as a dwelling-house, or as a yard, curtilage, or garden attached to the 
same, so Jong as the same continues to be so appropriated, and so that no such 
yard, curtilage, or garden extends more than fifty feet from such dwelling* 
house (7 & 8 Yict. c. 105, s. 70). 

! A) As to compensation, see p. 265, potl. 
t) See the text infra. 

See p. 266, poet, and note (o), Hid. 
t) See note (d), p. 261, and note (n), p. 262, onto, 
m) Statute 7 A 8 Yict c. 105, s. 55. 

») Ibid., 8. 60. 
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given by any person (other than the Duke of Cornwall) before Bbot. 4. 
entry for the above purposes upon any lands or tenements (other Bevennes of 
than waste lands), u required so to do by any person interested Hereditary 
in the lands or tenements (o). re2lned\y 

575. Adequate compensation in such cases must be made by the the Grown. 
Duke or other persons making use of these powers to the persons — 
entitled to the surface of such lands or tenements, or to such water, 
for the damage done or occasioned by the exercise of the above 
rights, privileges, and easements, and to the persons entitled to the 
materims for any such materials taken. A claim for compensation 
for damage must be made in writing before the expiration of six 
calendar months after the damage was done, or from the time 
when the entry or other act by which the damage was done 
determines or ceases, where such entry or other act is of a 
continuing nature (p). 


576. The provisions rendering the Duke of Cornwall and his compensa- 
lessees, and other persons authorised by him, liable to make tionpr^ 
compensation for the damage done to the surface of lands and not^^piyto 
tenements do not apply to any lands or tenements which by the waste umda. 


(o) The security is to be given by depositinff £20 or any larger sum 
which the person entering may think fit with me registrar oi the court of 
the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries of Cornwall, now the registrar of the county 
court, the Vice-Warden’s cotirt being abolished and its powers transferred to the 
county courts of Cornwall fsee Staimaries Court (Abolition) Act, 1896 (69 ft 60 
Viet. c. 46), s. 1, and p. 24i, anie), or giving to the registrar a joint and several 
bond under the hands and seals of the person entering, and of one or two 
sufficient sureties (in case of dispute to be approved of by the remtrar, or by 
any two justices of the peace for the county of Oomwall), conditioned for securing 
to the said re^trar, or to the registrar for the time being of the county of 
Cornwall, on demand by him, payment of the sum of £20 or any liu’ger sum 
as ^oresaid. The sum so deposited or secured by bond is to be held by the 
registrar as a security for the payment of the compensation (see in/ra) to 
become payable for the damage caused by the entry, and for the costs to 
incurred in any proceeding for determining the amount of the compensation, 
or otherwise in relation thereto. The deposit, or the money recovered upon 
the bond, is to be paid and applied by me registrar aocordmgly either upon 
satisfactory proof being made to him of the same having become payable and of 
the person entitled thereto or part thereof, or according to the direction of the 
county court judffe (see infra). If the amount of the damc^ (to be decided in the 
manner described tt^ra) and of such costs, if any, is equsuto or exceeds the sum 
deposited or secured, the county court judge is required, upon the application 
of any person interested in the lands or tonemento, to issue his injunction to 
stop the further prosecution of the search for minerals imtil the amount of the 
previous dama^ and such costs, if any, have been paid by the person liable, 
or until a furth^ deposit of not less than £20 or a further bond for a similar 
amount, and wito one or two sureties, to be approved of as above, has been 
i^de with or given to the registrar as a secuiity for the compensation for 
the further damage, which further sum is to be paid and applied by the 
wgistrar as above (statute 7 ft 8 Viet. c. 106, s. 61). Bonds given under the 
Act are not oharjeeable with any stamp duty {ihid,^ & 91), 

^ {p) Statute 7 ft 8 Viet, o. 106, s. 66. Disputes are to oe settled either by two 
j^^oes of the ]^oe for the county of Oomwall or by the county court lu^e 
(tota., s. 66 ; and see note (o), supra). The Act also contains provisions as to me 
T^rsons who may be entitled to receive compensation (s. 67), the interests of 
luiuted owners (s. 68) and persons under disability (s. 69), and other incidental 
matters (ss. 62-^6). The Duke of Oomwall is not liable to the payment of com* 
pensal^n for damage done by any lessee or other person in or about any searching 
or working for mines ox minerals under the provisions in question (tofcL, s, 67)* 
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previously mentioned awards have been determined to be waste or 
demesne lands of the manors remaining unsold on the 9th August, 
1844, or to any lands or tenements wluch at the respective dates 
of the conveyances of the manors sold for the redemption of land 
tax prior to that date were waste or demesne lands of the same 
manors respectively (q). 

Subject and without prejudice to the liens, rights, and remedies 
given to the persons becoming entitled to compensation for damage, 
the Duke of Cornwall and his lessees, and other the persons 
authorised by him, and his and their agents and workmen, may 
either pull down, remove, and take away, or fill up all buildings, 
steam and other engines, machinery, and things, pits, mines, 
dams, sluices, and works which may be erected or fixed or opened 
or worked upon any lands and tenements in pursuance of the above 
provisions, and which are no longer used for the purposes stated 
above, or allow the same to remain for any time which he or they 
(namely, the Duke of Cornwall, his lessees etc.) may think fit after 
the same have ceased to be used for such purposes ; and no buildings, 
mines, pits, works, or other things, are hy non-user or otherwise to 
be deemed to be abandoned so as to vest any right or title in the same 
in the owner of the land, or to give any fresh right of compensation 
on the same being resumed or again entered upon and used (r). 

577 . All the manors, lands, tenements, and hereditaments 
already referred to(s) are (except in cases which are otherwise 
expressly provided for) to be held of the Duke of Cornwall, and all 
otW persons respectively, by the same tenures, services, fee farms, 
chief rente, heriots, and other duties, to all intents and purposes as 
the same should or ought of right to be held if the estates, rights, and 
interests established and made sure under the above provisions (t) had 
been firm, good, and effectual in law before the 9 th August, 1844 (u). 

(11) Special Promiotu relating to Minee, 

578 . The rights and obligations relating to mining partnerships, 
cost-book companies, the wages and rights of miners in metalliferous 
mines and tin streaming works, mining clubs, and various matters 
relating thereto within the Stannaries, and falling within the former 
jurisdiction of the Vice-Warden of the Stannaries Court (which 
has as from the 1st January, 1897, been transferred to the judge of 
the county courts in Cornwall (v)), are regulated principally by the 
Stannaries Acts, 1869 and 1887 (w). 

(q) Statute 7 & 8 Yict. o. 105, a. 68 ; see note (d), p. 261, and note (n), p. 262, ante. 

(r) Ibid., a. 69. 

(«) Namely, thoae indlnded intlie atatute 7 & 8 Yict & 105. 

U) Namdy,thoae contained in the atatute 7 A 8 Yiot o. 105. Aa to the awards 
of tine commiaaionera whicdi aettled diaputea relating to minea etc., see note {h), 
p. 261, ante. 

(u) Namely, the date when the Act waa pained. 

(v) See note (o), p. 265, ante, Aa to the jurisdiotion and procedure of the 
Stannaries Court, see the Stannaries Acts, 1836 (6 ft 7 WilL 4, o. 106), as. 4, 6, 7, 
and 1855 (18 ft 19 Yict c. 32) ; Judicature Act 1878 ft 37 Yict o. 06), a. 18 : 
County Courts Act, 1888 (51 ft 52 Yiot 0.48), a. 177; Stannaries Court (AMlition) 
Act, 1896 (59 ft 60 Yict c. 45). See, gene^y, title Ooubts. 

(w) 82 ft 83 Yiot. c. 19; 50 ft 51 Vict c. 43, which is partially repealed by 
the Statute Law Beriaum Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, o. 49), and u>0 (JaBPgpcnies 
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(12) Special Prwisione for the Limitation of Adione and the Quieting of Titles* 

679. The general Statutes of Limitation are not binding upon 
the Crown unless made so either expressly or by necessary imphca- 
tion {x), and this principle extends, it is apprehended, to the person 
in possession of the Duchy of Cornwall for the time being, whether 
he be the Sovereign or the heir apparent (y). In addition, however, 
to the cases in which the provisions of the Crown Suits Acts, 1769 
and 1861 (z^ (the operation of which is in general confined to Duchy 
property lying outside the county of Cornwall, or to certain rights 
relating to the foreshore), are expressly extended to the Duke of 
Cornwall (a), express provision is made for the limitation of suits 
with regard to certain classes of Duchy property within the county 
of Cornwall (5), and suits and actions relating to interests in mines 
and conventionary tenements within the assessionable manors of 
the Duchy &re specially dealt with (c). 

580. As to hereditaments not within the county of Cornwall 
and also as to such hereditaments within the said county as are 
excepted from the special provisions enacted with regard to certain 
property and suits within the Duchy (d) (including any property, 
right, claim, or question, of, to, or concerning navigable rivers, 
estuaries, ports, or branches of the sea, or the fundus or soil, or the 
shores between high and low water mark of the same respectively (e)), 
all the provisions of the Crown Suits Act, 1769 (/), as extended by 
the Crown Suits Act, 1861 (g), together with a portion of the 
special enactment relating to other portions of the Duchy (^), 
extend and are applicable to the Duke of Cornwall in like manner 
as if be were throughout mentioned or referred to where the 

Ring’s Majesty " of ** His Majesty ” is in the Acts mentioned or 
referred to (i). 


^Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 09). See also the Companies Acts, 1862 
(26 & 26 Vict. 0 . 89), ss. 4, 68, 174 (3), 199 (4) ; and 1890 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 63), 
es. 1, 3 ; as from let April, 1909, these Acts are repealed by and re-enacted in 
the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69); Workmen’s Gom- 
mnsation Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 68), ss. 4, 5. See, generally, titles 
CkniFANnss, Vol. V. ; Mines, Minerau, and Quarries. 

(as) Sm Vol. VI., p. 410, and Ji. v. Baylv (1841), 1 Dr. & War. 213. This 
exemption extends to the case wheie the Grown is acting only as a trustee 
for the public, e,g., where (as in the case cited) the action is brought on a 
recomisance to secure the performance of a pubho duty. 

i y) As to when the Sovereign is entitled, see p. 239, ante, 
z) 9 Geo. 3, 0 . 16 ; 24 & 26 Vict. o. 62. 
a) See infra and following pages. 

b) By statute 7 A 8 Vict. o. 106. As to cases where this Act does not apply, 
see M. 76, 77, 79—88 thereof. 

See pp. 261 et teq., ante. 

(a) N^ely, those excepted from the operation of the statute 7 A 8 Vict. c. 105, 
the provisions of which are given in the iccct bdow (pp. 268 et teq., jMst). 

(e) Statutes 23 A 24 Vict. c. 58, preamhle ; 7 A 8 Vict. c. 105, s. 86. 

(/) 9 Geo. 3, a 16. For the provisions of this Act, see title Limitation or 
Actions. 

(p) 24 A 25 Vict o. 62, ss. 1, 2, 4. 

OF AcmoNS. 

{h) Namely, as. 72 and 75 of the statute 7 A 8 Vict, 

PP; 269, 270, poet (statute 23 A 24 Vict. c. 63, s. 1). 

{«) Statute 23 A 24 Vict. o. 63, s. 1 j Crown Suits Act, 1861 (24 A 26 Vict. 
0. 62), 88. 1, 2, 4. 


For these provisions, see title Limitation 
0 . 105, as to which see 
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581. As to Duchy property within the county of Cornwall not 
falling within the above classes, the Duke of Cornwall may not 
at any time sue, impeach, question, or implead any^ person for 
or in any wise concerning any lands, manors, tenements, rents, 
tithes, or hereditaments whatsoever, situate, issuing, or arising in 
the county of Cornwall (other than liberties or franchises, and 
other than mines, minerals, stone, or substrata), or for or in 
any wise concerning the revenues, issues, and profits of the same, 
nor may he make any title, claim, challenge, or demand of, on, or 
to the same (except as aforesaid), by reason of any right or title 
which has not first accrued or grown within the space of sixty 
years next before the filing, issuing, or commencing of every such 
action, bill, plaint, information, commission, or other suit or pro- 
ceeding as may at any time be filed, issued, or commenced for 
recovering the same, or in respect thereof (m), unless the Duke of 
Cornwall (or some other person under whom he lawfully has or 
claims anything in the same by force of any right or title) has been 
answered by force and virtue of any such right or title to the same, 
or the rents, revenues, issues, or profits thereof, within the said space 
of sixty years (n). 

The Duke of Cornwall, his heirs or successors (o), may not sue, 
impeach, question, or implead any person or persons for or in 
any wise concerning any manors, lands, tenements, rents, tithes, or 
hereditaments whatsoever in the county of Cornwall (other than 
franchises or liberties, and, it seems, other than mines, minerals, 
stone, or substrata (p)), which such person or persons, or his or 


{k) Crown Suits Act, 1769 (9 Qeo. 3, c. 16). As to the particulars of thin 
proTision, see title Limitation of Actions. 

(l) Crown Suits Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 62), ss. 1, 2 ; and see for particulars, 
title Limitation of Actions. 

(m) 7 & 8 Viet. 0 . 105, s. 71 — an Act for qiueting titles within the Duchy. 
The provisions of this Act only apply to property within the county of Corn- 
wall, and not to various matters which are set out m as. 76, 77, 79 — 88 of the Act. 

(n) 7 & 8 Viet. c. 105, s. 71. The words *' or that the same shall have been 
duly in charge to tiie Duke of Cornwall, or have stood iusuper of record within 
the said space of sixty year^” which follow in the Act have been impliedly 
rented ly ss. 1, 2, of the Crown Suits Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 62), as to 
which see p. 269, post. 

(o) Namely, the date of the pasting of the Crown Suits Act, 1861 (24 it 25 Viet, 
c. 621. 

(p) This provision is to be construed together with and be deemed to form 
part of the statute 7 & 8 Viet. c. 105 (Crown Suits Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet o. 62), 
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their or any of their ancestors or predecessors, or those from, by, or 
under whom they claim, have or shall have held or of which they 
have or shall have enjoyed or taken the rents, issues, or profits 
by the space of sixty yews next before the filing, issuing, or 
commencing of the proceeding (q). 

But the Duke of Cornwall, or any person under whom the Duke 
of Cornwall has or lawfully claims as aforesaid, is not to be deemed, 
for the purposes of these provisions, to have been answered by force 
or virtue of any such right or title, the rents, revenues, issues, or 
profits of any lands, manors, tenements, rents, tithes, or heredita- 
ments which have been held or enjoyed, or of which the rents, 
revenues, issues, or profits have been taken by any other person by 
the space of sixty years next before the filing, issuing, or com- 
mencmg of any such action, suit, bill, plaint, information, com- 
mission, or other suit or proceeding for recovering the same, or in 
respect thereof, by reason of the same having been part or parcel 
of any honour or manor or other hereditament of which the rents, 
revenues, issues, or profits have been answered to the Duke of 
Cornwall, or any other person under whom the Duke of Cornwall 
has or lawfully claims as aforesaid, or which honour or manor or 
other hereditament shall have been duly in charge to the Duke of 
Cornwall, or to or with any officer of the Duchy of Cornwall, or 
stood insuper of record (r). 

682. The Duke of Cornwall may not sue, impeach, question, or 
implead any person for or in any wise concerning any mines, 
minerals, stone, or substrata in, upon, under, or of any lands, 
manors, tenements, or hereditaments whatsoever situate in the 
county of Cornwall in the following cases:— 

(1) Where the lands, manors, tenements, or hereditaments have 
been held or enjoyed by such person, or any person by, through, 
or under whom he claims, or any person whomsoever other than the 
Duke of Cornwall, or any person claiming under him, for a period 
of sixty years or more, without interruption or disturbance by the 
Duke of Cornwall or any person claiming under him, before the 
filing, issuing, or commencing of the action, bill, plaint, information, 
commission, or other suit or proceeding in respect of the mines, 
minerals, stone, or substrata, and where such mines, minerals, 
stone, or substrata have been substantially worked and gotten at 
any time during such period by the person who has so held and 
enjoyed the said lands etc., and the mines, minerals, stone, or 
substrata have not been at any time during the period of sixty years 
worked, gotten, or the tolls, dues, royalties, and other profits 


8. 2) ; it seems, therefore, that it must be read with s. 71 of that Act, which 
excludes mines, minerals eto., and not with ss. 73 and 74, relating to mines and 
mmerals, as to which separate provision is made (see as to these, p. 270, 
post). 

(<?) drown Suits Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet, c, 62), ss. 1, 2. This provision also 
applies to suits as to property not within the county of Cornwall and the other 
classes of property excluded from the operation of the statute 7 & 8 Viet. o. 105, 
as to which see note (m), p. 268, ante. 

\r) Statute 7 & 8 Viot. o. 105, s. 72. This provimon applies also to Duchy 
property not within the stahite (see note (m), p. 268, ante). 
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SxoT. 4. thereof, received or enjoyed by the Dnke of Cornwall or some 
Bevennes of person claiming under him («) ; 

Hereditaiy (2) Where the lands, manors, tenements, or hereditaments have 
Nature been held or enjoyed by such person, or any person by, through, 
retamed by ^hom he claims, or an 3 r person whomsoever other than^ 

tne J^wn. Duke, or any person claiming under him, for a period of one' 

hundred years, without interruption by the said Duke or any person 
claiming under him, before the commencement of the proceedings 
in respect of the mines, minerals etc., subject to a similar condi- 
tion as to the non-user or receipt of tolls etc. by the Duke of 
Cornwall or person claiming under him during that period (t). 

583 . The above provisions as to property within the county of 
Cornwall apply notwithstanding that the manors, lands, tenements, 
rents, tithes, or hereditaments, or the rents, revenues, issues, or 
profits of the same, have been in charge to the Duke of Cornwall 
or his predecessors or successers or stood insuper of record within 
the said space of sixty years, such standing in charge or insuper of 
record being of no force and effect as against such person or 
persons and all claiming by, from, or under them (u). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — The Etvenxm of the Principality of Scotland. 


Principali^ 
of Scotland. 


584 . The eldest son of the Sovereign, as Prince and Steward of 
Scotland by inheritance, is entitled to the revenues of the Principality 
of Scotland (a), which are not included in the surrender effected by 
the Civil List Act. Until a son is born, the Principality remains 
vested in the Sovereign as Prince and Steward in right of the 
Crown (6), and the prerogatives of the Crown extend to the posses- 
sions of the Principality whilst so vested (c). 

It has been held that grants by the Crown whilst no heir exists 
are void unless made by the Sovereign as Prince of Scotland (d), 
and that when there is a Prince existing they must be made by the 
Sovereign expressly as administrator (e). 

The land revenues, lands, teinds, feu retour, and other duties 
and casualties of the Crown in Scotland (including those of 


’ 0 ) Statute 7 & 8 Yict. c. 105, s. 73. 

t) Ibid., 8. 74. 

(u) Grown Suits Act,^ 1861 (24 & 25 Yict, c. 62), as. 1, 2. Bents, revenues, 
issues, and profits duly in charge by, to, or wi& any proper officer of the Duchy 
are to be deemed to be held and taken os duly in charge within the meaning and 
intent of the above provisions, any usage or custom to the contrary notwith- 
standing (statute 7 & 8 Yict. c. 105, s. 75 ; Grown Suits Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Yict. 
c. 62), s. 2). These provisions as to land in charge etc. apply to the lands etc. 
excluded nom the operation of the 7 & 8 Yict. c. 105 (see statute 23 & 24 
Yict. 0. 53, s. 1 ; Grown Suits Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Ylcb c. 62), s. 2). 

(a) Purve$ r. Luu {Lairdj (1680), Mor. Diet. 8542, where the history of the 
Prmcimlity is discuss^ 

(5) Johnson v. Bkearton (1608), Mor. Diet. .11,685-6. It is said, on the 
authority of this case, that the Sovereign, whilst there is no heir apparent, holds 
the Frindpality in his own right, and not as administrator of a future heir 
[ibid., 11,686). 

M Purves v. Lum ^Laird), supra, 

(a) Johnston v. Bieeation, supra ; but see Hamilton v. Bargany IVassals) 
(1626), Mor. Diet. 6622-8. 

(e) Ibid . 
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Ihe Frincipalitj of Scotland) have been placed under the manage- 
ment of the Commissioners of Woods and Forests (/), and are 
subject, in general, to such of the provisions relating to sales, leases, 
exchanges, and the general administration of Grown lands in 
England under the Crown Lands Act, 1829, as are applicable (p). 


Sect. 6. — The CivU ImL 


Sub-Seot. 1. — Annuities and Pensions. 


585. In return for the surrender of the hereditary revenues {h) 
there is to be paid for the King’s civil list during the present reign 
and six months thereafter the yearly sum of £470,000 (i), to be 
applied to the following classes of expenditure : 


(1) Their Majesties’ privy purse .... £110,000 

(2) Salaries of His Majesty’s household and retired 

allowances 125,800 

(3) Expenses of His Majesty’s household . . 198,000 

(4) Works . . . ' 20,000 

(5) Royal bounty, alms, and special services. . 18,200 

(6) Unappropriated 8,000(A;). 


The Treasury is empowered to direct, at the end of any calendar 
year, that the surplus of the sum appropriated to any class may be 
applied as an addition to the sum available for any other class (f). 


586. The payment of the following annuities is also provided 
for : — 

(1) To Her Majesty Queen Alexandra, in the event of her 
surviving the King, £70,000 during her life (m). 

(2) To the Duke of Cornwall and York, now the Prince of Wales, 
during the joint lives of himself and the Kmg, £20,000 (a). 

(3) ^ To the Princess of Wales, during the continuance of her 
marriage with the Prince of Wales, £10,000 for her sole and 
separate use, but without power of anticipation, and in the event of 
her surviving the Prince of Wales, £80,000 during her life (6). 

587. A trust fund for the benefit of the King’s daughters is to 
be created by paying to the “ Princesses’ trustees ” (c) the annual 


(/) Crown Lands (Scotland) Act, 1832 (2 & 3 Will. 4, o. 112), s. 1 ; Orowi 
Lands (Scotland) Act, 1833 (3 & 4 WilL 4, c. 69), s. 20 ; Crown Lands Act, 1851 
(14 & 16 Viet c. 42), ss. 1, 2. 

in) Crown Lands (l^tland) Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 69), ss. 2, 3. TIm 
revenues of the Principality of Scotland are not spediioally mentioned, but ait 
mdudra, it seems, in the general words relating to Crown property. 

(A) See pp. 109 d seq., ante. 

(0 (XvU List Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c. 4), s. 2. 

W /Wd., s. 6 (1), Sched. L 

(l) Ihid., s. 6 (2). 

(m) IWi, B. 6. 

(o) Ibid., a. 3 (1). 

r\ ® 

^raons who are for the time being First Oommisaioner c 
y? Treasury, Chancellor of the .Exchequer, and Keeper of Hia Hajeaty’ 
ruTBe, !ni6B6 are to be a body corporate, and their acts may be authent 
cated under their handa and aeala {ibid., a. 4 (2) ). 
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sum of £18,000 daring the joint lives of the said Princesses, to be 
reduced by £6,000 on the death of each of them (<2). The trustees 
are to hold the fund in trust for all or any one or more of the 
Princesses in such shares and subject to such conditions as His 
present Majesty may appoint (c). 

588 . The Treasury is empowered to undertake the payment of 
certain retired allowances (up to a total of £12,000) granted by 
Her late Majesty as part of the expenditure of class II. of her 
civil list (/); also any retired allowances granted by His present 
Majesty (up to a total of £18,000) before the 28rd July, 1901, to 
persons having been in Her late Majesty’s service for more than 
ten years (flr). 

589 . The Grown, acting upon the advice of its responsible 
advisers, is also empowered to grant civil list pensions (up to a 
total of £1,200 per annum) to such persons only as have just 
claims upon the royal beneficence, or who, by their personal 
services to the Crown, by the performance of duties to the public, 
or by their useful discoveries in science- and attainments in litera- 
ture and the arts, have merited the gracious consideration of their 
Sovereign and the gratitude of their country (h) 

590 . All sums payable under the Act are to be charged on and 
paid out of the Consolidated Fund or the growing produce of the 
same at the times and in the manner directed by the Treasury (t), 
and are to be free of taxes and all other charges and deductions (k). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Audit of the Civil List. 

591 . That part of the civil list which belongs to the depart- 
ments of the Lord Chamberlain, the Lord Steward, and the Master 
of the Horse is to be audited (f) by an officer appointed by the 
Lord High Treasurer or the Commissioners of the Treasury or any 
three or more of them(m), who is empowered to examine the 


(d) Civil List Act, 1901 (I Edw. 7, & 4), s. 4 (1). 

(«) The appointment is to be by order countersigned by the First Com- 
missioner of the Treasury and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and may be 
varied by a like order (ibid., s. 4 (3)). 

(/) lUd., s. 7 (a). As to class IE. of the civil list referred to, see the 
Civil List Act, 1837 (1 Yict. c. 2), Schedule. 

(g) Civil List Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, c, 4), s. 7 (b). A register is to be kept by 
the Treasury of any aUowances so undertaken (ibid.). 

( h) Civil List Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, o. 4), s. 9 (IJ ; Civil List Act, 1837 (1 Viet, 
e. 2), SB. 5, 6. These pensions are not to be g^ted as chargeable on the sum 
paid for the civil list (Civil List Act, 1901 (1 EUw. 7, c. 4), s. 9 (1). A list of the 
pensions mnted in each year ending the 20th June is to be laid before Pariia* 
ment within thirty days of that date, if Parliament is ^en sitting, or, if not, 
then within thirty days of the meeting of the next Parliament (Civil List Act, 
1837 (1 Viet. c. 2), B. 6). 

(0 Civil List Act, 1901 (1 Edw. 7, o. 4), s. 8. 

(h) Civil list Act, 1837 (1 Viet. c. 2), s. 14. 

(0 Ibid., B. 9 (2) ; Civil List Audit Act, 1816 (36 Geo. 3, c. 46). 

(m) C&vil List Audit Act, 1816 (36 Goo. 8. o. 46), s. 8. The officer may 
receive mch salary as His Majesty thinks fit, not exceeding £1,300. He may 
not be elected to, or sit and vote in, Parliament (ibid.). 
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accounts and vouchers of those departments according to instruo- bxot. b. 
tions drawn up by the Treasury, and to summon persons before The Clell 
hinn, require the production of books, accounts, and vouchers, and 
examine upon oath(n). 

A statement of the accounts, when made up, is to be delivered to 
the Commissioners of the Treasury, and an allowance by the 
latter, or any three of them, and a sign manual warrant con* 
stitutes a full and final discharge upon the accounts (o). 

Sect. 6. — Crown Private Estates. 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Common Law Rules Relating to Private Estates, 

592. At common law the general rule appears to be that the ^plicatioo 
prerogatives of the Crown extend to private estates vested in the “ ^ 
Sovereign in his body natural, as they do to those vested in him in 

his body politic in right of the Crown (p), and that the former 
can only be dealt with subject to the same incidents and 
formalities in general as the- latter, the Sovereign being impressed, 
as it were, in his body natural with the qualities of his body 
politic ( 9 ). Thus, a grant of lands in the Duchy of Lancaster, 
which was held to be vested in the Sovereign in his body natural 
separate from the Crown (r), was not void for the nonage of the 
King( 8 ); and other rules relating to the prerogative have been 
held applicable to interests of the Crown in the Duchy (t). 

593 . But in some cases private estates vested in the Sovereign Ezeeptinna 
in his body natural are not affected with prerogative privileges. 

Thus, where land was vested in the Sovereign in his natural 
capacity under a grant by a subject to Henry ^I. and the heirs 
male of his body begotten, he was bound by statute and took a fee 
tail estate per formam doni (a). 

Lands purchased before accession, or descending from collateral 
ancestors before or after accession, vest in the Sovereign in his 
natural capacity (6); but if not granted away or devised, they 
descend with tne Crown upon the demise of the Sovereign and 
become vested in his successors in right of the Crown (c). 

Where lands in gavelkind descend to the Sovereign and his 


(n) Civil List Audit Act, 1816 (56 Goo. 3, 0 . 46), ss. 8, 9, 10. Persons convicted 
of nving false evidence before him are to be guilty of perjury {ibid., s. 11). 

m Ibid,, B. 12. 

(р) Case of the Duchy of Lancaster (1561), Plowd. 212, 213, 222 ; A v. Torh 
^rchUshop) (1591), Oro. £liz. 240, 241 ; Alcock v. Coohe (1829), 6 Bing. 340, per 
Best, 0. J., at pp. 351—354 ; Co. Litt. 43 a, b ; 4 Co. Inst. 209. 

(?). Duchy of Lancaster, supra, at p. 213 ; see also Co. Litt. 43 a,b ; 

Wulionr. Berkley (1562), Plowd. 223, 234; see also Vol. VI., pp. 363, 364, ante; 

r) See p. 218, ante. 

el Case of the Duchy of Lancaster, supra. 

(0 See p. 218, ante. ^ Private estates always passed by letters patent without 
hye^ ana were not void for the nonage of the King (see Chitty, Prerogatives 
of the Crown, p. 206). 

(а) Willion r. Berkley (1562), Plowd. 223 ; and see Case of a Fine levied by the 

y*?? (1604), 7 Co. Eep. 32 a ; see also Vol. VI., pp. 864, 49^ 

(б) Co. Litt. 15 b, note 4. ^ • • tv • 

(с) dutty. Prerogatives of the Crown, p. 206; see also p. 275, poet. 
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brother, each takes a moiety ; bat on the demise of the Sovereign 
Us moiety descends to his eldest son, and not to all the sons 
equally (d). 

SxtB'Sbot. 2. — Definition of StoMory Private Eetatei, 

d94. With regard to real properly, the private estates of the 
Grown, as statutorily defined, consist of such lands, hereditaments 
etc. of any tenure as are j^urchased out of moneys issued and 
applied for the use of the privy purse, or coming to the Grown in 
any manner from any ancestor or other ^rsons not being Kings 
or Queens of the realm, or which, belonging to the Sovereign or 
any persons in trust for the Sovereign at we time of his or her 
accession, might have been legally disposed of by gift, sale, or 
devise (s). 

This definition was subsequently extended to such private estates 
of the King or Queen as become vested by gift, devise, or disposition 
made by such King or Queen in any person who at the time of 
vesting or afterwards may be or become King or Queen of the 
realm, unless a contrary intention is expressed in the gift, devise, 
or disposition (/). 


SuB-SsOT. 3. — Di^potUione of PriwUe Eetatte, 

Rifrht of 595. Private estates, as so defined, are exempted from the pro- 
i^vereignto visions and restrictions of the Acts restraining the alienation of 
i.riyate” Grown lands and of the Givil List Acts Qi) and of any other 

•ytates. Acts relating to real estate belonging to the Sovereign in right of 

the Grown (i). 

They may be disposed of (except lands in Scotland {It)) by sale, 
gift, or otherwise by any instrument imder the royal sign manual 


fd) 0o.Littl5b. 

(e) Grown Private Estate Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, o. 88) a. 1, as extended 
by toe Grown Lands Act, 1823 (4 Geo. 4, c. 18) ; Grown Private Estates Act, 
1862 (25 & 26 Yict. c. 37), s. 1. The latter Act was passed in order to put 
an end to doubts as to whether the provisions of toe Grown Lan^ Act, 1702 

i l Ann. c. 1 ; stat. 1, o. 7, Buff.), restricting alienation had not been extended 
)y toe Pensions Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Yict. a 95), to private estates of the Chown 
(see the preamble to the Act). 

(/) Grown _Mvate IMates Act, 1873 (to & 37 Yict o. 61), s. 1. The 
extended definition applies only to the provisions of the Grown Private Estates 
Acts, 1862 and 1873. The provimons of toe Grown ^vate Estate Act, 1800 
(39 & 40 Gteo. 3, c. 88), apply only to estate embraced by toe narrower defini- 
tion. This distinction must be borne in mind, notwithstanding toe fact that the 
provisions of toe Grown Private Estate Act, 1800 (39 A 40 Geo. 3, a 88), have 
been largely superseded ^ the Grown Private Esttfkes Acts, 1862 (25 ft 26 Yict 
c. 37) and 1873 (36 ft 37 Yict c. 61). 

{g) The Acts specially referred to are toe Grown Lands Act, 1702 (I Ann. 
c. 1 ; stat 1, c, 7, Buff.), and the statute 34 Geo. 8, o. 75 ; the latter Act was 
repealed by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1861 (24 ft 25 Yict c. 101). See the 
Private Estates Acts, 1862 (25 ft 26 Yict c. 37), s. 2, and 1873 (36 ft 37 
Yict c. 61), s. 1. 

(A) ^^e Givil list Act, 1760 (I Geo. 3, c. 1), is the Act referred to, but the 
exemp^n w^d extend byimphcation to all subsequent Civil last Acts. 

(25 ft 26 Yict. o. 37), s. 2, and 1873 
V® j ” ®lh As to fee sim^ lands remaining undisposed of on 
toe demise of the Grown, see p. 275, poet. or 

(A) As to dispositions of land in Swtlond, see p. 275, poet. 
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attested by two or more witnesses, or by will or testamentary dis« 
position signed by the testator or testatrix, or by some other person 
m his or her presence and by his or her direction, in the presence of 
two witnesses, as freely in all respects as by an ordinary sabjeot(2)> 
The will is to speak and take effect as if executed immediately 
before the death of the testator or testatrix unless the contrary 
appears (m). 

Where land forming part of the private estates of the Sovereign 
has been so devised by any testator dying after the 81st December, 
1888, to the heir, or to the person who shall be the heir, of the 
testator, the latter acquires the land as a devisee and not by descent. 

wWe land forming part of the Crown private estates is limited 
by the Sovereign by any assurance as above after the 81st December, 
1888, to the person or heirs of the person assuring the same, the 
person so conveying acquires the laud as a purchaser by virtue of 
the assurance, and is not to be considered to be entitled as of his 
former estate (n). 

596. Private estates in Scotland may be validly disposed of by 
instrument inter vivos, mortis causd, or by will, under the royal sign 
manual attested by two or more witnesses, although not executed 
according to the forms of the law of Scotland (o). 

697. Trustees of any real estate or interest therein are to 
assure the same as the Sovereign directs under the sign manual 
attested by two or more witnesses (jp). 

Sub-Sect. 4 — Dtacmt of Undispoted-of Private Eeiatee. 

598. Private estates undisposed of by grant, will, or otherwise 
under the Acts descend, on the demise of the Crown, as they would 
have done if the Acts had not been passed (q), and such lands as 

{l) Crown Private Estate Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 88), s. 4, as amended by 
the Grown Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Yict. o. 37), s. 5. The Act of 
1800 required publication of the will and attestation by three witnesses; the 
Act of 1862 provides that the will is to be valid if execute as stated above, but 
does not specifically direct attestation. 

fm) Crown Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 37), s. 5. 

(n) Inheritance Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Wul. 4, o. 106), s. 3, extended to Crown 
private estates by the Crown Private Estates Act, 1878 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 61), s. 2. 

(o) Crown Private states Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Yict. c. 37), s. 6. If Ihe instru- 
ment is mortie causd it is to be valid if siraed by some other person in the 
presence of the grantee and by his or her mrection in the prosenoe of two or 
more witnesses, who are to attest the same (ibid,). 

(p) Crown Private Estate Act, 1800 (89 & 40 Geo. 3, o. 88), s. 4. The Acts 
relatmg to the conveyance of trust esmtes by infants, idiots, and lunatics are 
to extend to such ti^tees (ibid.). The provisions of the Trustee Act, 1852 
(15 & 16 Yict. c. 55) (see now me Trustee Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 53), 
s. 51, by which the Trustee Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. a 55), is repealed and 
replaced, except as to lunacy in-Irelana), are to apply to trustees of Grown 
private estates (except in Scotland) and of personal estate, and proceedings to 
obtain the benefit of the Act on behalf of me Grown are to be brought in the 
name of the person or persons authorised in writing under the sign manual 
(Or^ Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 ft 26 Yict c. 37), s. 10). As to trustees 
of Orom private estates in Sootlana, see ibid., s. 11. 

(<?) Lan^ descend with the Crown and become lands held jure eorance in the 
hands of the successor (see p. 273, anfs). 
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are fee simple are subject to all the provisions and restrictions 
of the recited Acts relating to Crown lands held in right of the 
Crown (r). 

SxJB-SsoT. 6.— Voting of CopyTioldt and LeaHhoUi* in Truotea. 

599 . Such private estates as are of copyhold, customary, or 
leasehold tenure in England, or such as are held feudally under a 
subject superior or in lease in Scotland (s), are directed to be vested 
in a trustee or trustees appointed from time to time under the sign 
manual in trust for the Sovereign, and the trustees are to be 
deemed the true and only tenants of the same, so that no lord 
or lady of the manor or other person may be prejudiced thereby (t). 


Sub-Seoi. 6. — Suit$ BeHating to Private Eelateu 

Legal 600. Suits by the Crown relating to Crown private estates not 

proceedings. jn trustees, wherever situate, and proceedings by the Crown 

relating to any debt or claim respecting the privy purse or any 
private personal estate subject to disposition by will, may be brought 
in the name or names of the person or persons appointed from time 
to time in writing under the sign manual (a) ; and all suits and 
actions respecting private estates at the suit of other parties may 
be sued and carried on by summons or process directed against the 
persons so appointed. This provision is not, however, to affect any 
rights and remedies competent to the Sovereign with regard to any 
private real or personal estate (5). 


Tutes and 
rates. 


Sub-Seot. 7 . — Taxation of Private Estates. 

601. Crown private estates are subject to all rates, taxes, duties, 
assessments, and impositions, parliamentary or parochial, in like 


(r) Grown Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 37), s. 7 ; Crown Private 
Estate Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, a 88), s. 5. The Acts recited are the Grown 
Lands Act, 1702 (1 Ann, o. 1 ; stat. 1, o. 7, Buff.) ; the Civil List Act, 1760 
(1 *Geo. 3, c. 1) ; and the statute 34 Geo. 3, c. 75, as to which see note (g), 

р. 274, ante* It would seem, therefore, that the revenues of such undie^sed-of 
fee simple lands fall under the provisions of the Civil List Acts and form part 
of the national revenues along with the other hereditary revenues. As to 
undis^sed-of personalty, see p. 277, jx^e 

(s) ^e C^own may legally hold private estates in Scotland imder itself as 
superior, and the dominium vdile of suc^ estates does not become consolidated 
with the dominium directum^ but remains sepcpite and private estate distinct 
from the right of the Grown (see the Grown Imvate Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 
Yict. c. 37), 6. 4, and the Conveyancing (Scotland). Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict. 

с. 94), 8. 60). 

(t) Crown Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 37), ss. 3, 4 ; Crown 
Private Estate Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 88), s. 2. It will be noticed that 
the vesting of customary and copyhold estates m trustees is only provided for 
by the Crown Private Elkate Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, o. 88), and not by the 
(>own Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. o. 37), and that then^ore the 
limited definition of ‘‘private estate ” only appUos (see note (/), p. 274, ante). 

(o) Crown Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. o. 37), s. 11; Crown 
Private Estates Act, 1873 (36 ft 37 Viet. c. 61), s. 3. The appointment is to 
contmue during pleasure only (i'5td.). 

(6) Crown Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 ft 26 Viet. o. 37), a. 12; Crown 
Private Estates Act, 1873 (86 A 37 Viet, cl 6U, s. 4. 
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manner as the property of any subject, and (whilst the private 
estates are vested in the Sovereign or in any person in trust for 
the Sovereign) such rates, taxes, and other charges are to be ascer- 
tained, rated, assessed, or imposed as in the case of the property of 
a subject. Accounts of the rates, taxes, and charges are directed 
to be returned to the person exercising the office of Privy Purse, 
and are to be paid out of the privy purse and in no other manner(c). 

Bub-Szot. 8 . — Statutory Private Personalty. 

602. All personal estate consisting of moneys which ma^ be 
issued or applied for the use of the privy purse, or not appropriated 
to any public service, or goods, chattels, or effects not coming to 
the Sovereign in right of the Crown, are to be deemed private 
estate and effects of the Sovereign, and subject to disposition by 
will, widch, to be legally valid, must be in writing under the sign 
manual. Subject to such testamentary disposition, private per- 
sonalty is liable to all debts properly payable out of the privy 
purse, and subject thereto, imd as far as undisposed of, is to go, on 
the demise of the Crown, in the same manner as it would have 
done if the Crown Private Estate Act, 1800, had not been passed (d). 


’c) Crown Private Estates Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 37), ss. 8, 9. 
Crown Private Estate Act, 1800 (39 & 40 Geo. 3, c. 68), s. 10. 
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Part I.— Contempt of Court. 

Sect. l.-~De/inition. 

Kinds of 603. The contempts to be treated of herein are those of snperior 
contempt. courts of record, represented for this purpose by the High Court of 
Justice (a). Contempt of court is either (1) criminal contempt, 
consisting in words or acts obstructing, or tending to obstruct, the 
administration of justice, or (2) contempt in procedure, consisting 
in disobedience to the judgments, orders, or other process of the 
court, and involving a private injury (l»). 


Sect. 2. — Criminal Contempt* 


Jnrisdictfoii 
to punish 
jcriminal 
contempt. 


Sub-Sect. 1. — In Qenetal. 

604. Criminal contempt is a misdemeanour punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or by order to give security for good behaviour (c). 

The superior courts have an inherent jurisdiction to punish 
criminal contempt by the summary process of attachment or 


(a) The principles by which the High Court is guided apply to other courts, 
wmch, neyertheless, are regulated and limited by special statutory provisions as 
to contempts. See, e.p'., titles County Courts; Courts. As to contempt 
of the Crown or of Parliament, see titles Constitutional Law, Vol. VI., 
pp. 373, 388 ; Parliament. 

jh) See Be Bahama Itlande^ [1S93] A. C. 138 ; Seaward v. Patereon^ [1897] 
1 Uh. 645, 0. A. Obstructing the achninistration of justice ” is used here in a 
wide sense. Obstruction may be caused by disturbing the judge or attempting 
to> influence the jury, or by keeping back or perverting the testimony of 
witnesses, or by other methoos accordmg to circumstances CEx parte Fernandez 
(1861), 30 L. J. (o. P.) at p. 332). ^e also B. v. Faulkner (1835), 2 0. M. & B. 
at p. 530. The^ distinction between criminal contempt and contempt in pp- 
cedure appears in some cases to be a narrow one ; e.^., if a party to an action 
disobeys a prohibitory order, such disobedience, even though wilful, is con- 
tempt in procedure, whereas persons who aid and abet such disobedience, and 
are not pai^es to the lotion, are guilty of criminal contempt. See p. 292, poet. 
The true distinction seems to be that one offender is seeing, though imder a 
mistaken view, to enforce his rights, while the^ other is simp^ obst^ting the 
course of justice. See O^Shea v. 0*8hea and ParneU (1890), 15 P. D. 59, 0. A. ,' 
Seaward v. Patereong euprag at pp. 555, 558 ; Be Maria Annie Daviee ^1888\ 21 
Q. B. D. 236, at p. 238. As to contempt in procedure involving misoonauot, 
see p. 297, poet. 

(c) 1 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed., chap. 6 ; 4 Bl. Oom. 124—126. As to the power to 
fine, ^ 2 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed., chap. 1, s. 15; 4 Bl. Oom. 379, 880. As to 
security for good behaviour, see 1 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed., chap. 28 ; 4 Bl. Com. 
251, 252. » > r . 

nChe references to Blackstone in this Title are, throughout, to the first edition.] 

For a modem instance of security for good behaviour in a case of contempt, 
•ee SkipwortVe Case (1873), L. B. 9 Q. B. 230, 241. 
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committal (d) in cases where indictment or information is not calcn* 8®°*. s. 
lated to serve the ends of justice. The power to attach and commit, Criminal 
being arbitrary and unlimited, is to be exercised with the greatest Contempt, 
cautmn, and as the application of this remedy involves the with- 
drawal of the offence from the cognisance of a juiy, it is only 
to be resorted to where the administration of justice would be 
hampered by the delay involved in pursuing the ordinary criminal 
process (e). 

605. Criminal contempts are distinguished by the following Character- 
characteristics ; — ^No appeal lies from the order for committal or 
contempt. 


(cQ As to the distinction between attachment and committal, see note (t), 
p. 307, post The origin of the summary jurisdiction in the common 
law courts is obscure, but seems to have been founded upon the contempt 
implied in disregarding the Eng’s writ See 4 Bl. Com. 287 ; R, v. Almon 
(1766), Wilm. 243, at p. 254 ; judgment of Fletcher, J., in Taaffe v. Downea 
(decided in the Irish 0. P. in 1813), atpp. 118 — 120 of the full report by John 
Hatchell referred to in 3 Moo. P. 0. 0. 36, n. There is a copy in the Inner 
Temple Library. The Court of Chancery seems to have exercised the juris- 
diction by virtue of the prerogative delegated to the Chancellor (Spence’s 
Equity (1846), p. 354). 

(e) Re Clements and Costa Rica (Republic) v. Erlanger (1877), 46 L. J. (cn.) 375, 
at p. 383, C. A. ; R. v. Davies^ [1906] 1 K B. at p. 41 ; SkipwortKs (7056(1873), 
L. B. 9 Q. B. 230, 241 ; and see Poiuis v. Hunter (1832), 2 L. J. (CH.) at p. 32. 
In i?. V. Qray^ [1900] 2 Q. B. 36, the summary procedure was adopted to 
punish the author of a scurrilous attack upon the presiding judge in a trial 
at the assizes, where the trial had come to an end. before the publication 
took place. It has been argued that, as the publication could not affect the 
result of the trial, indictment would have Been the appropriate pro cedur e 
(‘* Contempt of Court and the Press,” Law Quarterly Keview, Vol. XVl., 
p. 292), but it is to be observed that the publication appeared while the assizes 
were pending. 

For proceedings by information for libelling judges or impeding the adminis- 
tration of justice, see R. v. Hart and White (1808), 30 State Tr. 1131, 1193; 1 
Camp. 359 j R. v. Watson (1788), 2 Term Hep. 199. In a case of marrying a 
ward without leave, Lord Thublow, thinking committal not sufficient punish- 
ment, recommended an information (Schreiber v. Lateward (1781), 2 Dick. 692, 
where earlier cases are cited). Indictment was the procedure adopted to punish 
an attempted rescue in com^ and interruption of the administration of justice 
(R, V. Thanet (Earl) (1799), 27 State Tr. 822), and in recent times an attempt 
to obstruct the course of justice by newspaper comments on pending 
criminal proceedings was punished by the same procedure (R. v. Tihbits, [1902] 
1KB. 77, C. C. R.), ^ also R. v. Lefroy (1873), L. K. 8 Q. B. 134 ; A v. 
Brompton County Court Judge^ [1893] 2 Q. B. 195; and 2 Hawk. P. C., 
8th ed., chap. 25, s. 4; chap. 26, s. 1. See, however, the doubt whether this 
offence is indictable expressed Lindlby and Lopes, L.JJ., in ffShea v. 
O'Shea and Parnell (1890), 15 P. D. 59, at pp. 64, 65; and compare B, v. Rogers 
(1702) 7 Mod. Bep. 28. An assault upon a judge in the precincts of the court 
was made the subject of indictment (A v. Jbodwell (1878), Ttmca, 16th March, 
p. 11, col. 3). Where a remedy by civil action is available, and no inter- 
ference with the course of justice is involved, the court will muse to commit, 
kaving the party to his ordinary legal remedy (Birch v. Walsh (1846),^ 10 L 
Eq. B. 93). ** Becourse ought not to be had to process of contempt, in aid of a 
dvil remedy, where there is any other method of ooing justice ” (per Mathew, J., 
in Re Maria Annie Davies (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 236, at p. 239). Ending a circular 
to customers of a business of which the court had apTOmted a receiver was 
punished by committal, but it was said that if there mm been any doubt as to 
™ meaning of the circular it might have been proper to leave the parties to 
meir ordinary legal remedy, so that the document might be submitted to a 
jury (Hdmore v. Smith (No. 2) (1886), 35 Oh. D. at p. 45^ 0. A.). 
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Contempt of Coubt, Attachment, and Committal. 


Scot. s. attachment (/) ; privilege is not allowed (g ) ; the sheriff may break 
Criminal open an outer door in executing the process, and perhaps may 
Contempt, execute it on Sunday (h) ; the order of discharge from custody may 
be made conditional on the payment of costs (i). The prerogative 
of the Crown extends to the remission of a sentence for criminal 
contempt, but the Crown never interferes in the case of a contempt 
that is not criminal {k). 


Position of 
party in 
contempt. 


606. As a general rule a party in contempt, i.e., against whom 
a writ of attachment has issued or an order for committal has been 
made (1), cannot make an application in the cause until he has 
purged his contempt, but this is subject to exceptions. Thus, a 
party in contempt may apply to get rid of the contempt (m), or to 
discharge an order made without jurisdiction (n), or to resist or set 
aside for irregularity any proceedings subsequent to his con- 
tempt (o). A party in contempt brought into court by a proceeding 
against him is entitled to be heard in his defence {p), and it seems 
that a plaintiff in contempt is entitled to prosecute his action if the 
defendant does not apply to stay the proceedings (q). 


(/) O'Shea v. O'Shea and Famell (1890), 16 P. D. 69, 0. A. ; and see p. 822, 
post. 

(g) See p. 320, 

(A) See p. 318, post. And see title Sheeitfs and Bailiffs. 

ft) See p. 323, post. 

Qc) lie Bahama Islands^ [1893] A. 0. 138 ; Seward v. Paterson^ 1 Ch. 646, 
at p. 659, 0. A. ; Rainy v. Sierra Leone {Justices) (1853), 8 Moo. P. 0. 0. 47 ; and 
see Phippe v. AngJesea (Lord) (1721), 1 P. Wms. 696, where it was held that con- 
triving the marriage of a ward of court without authority was not within the 
exception of ** contempts” from a general act of pardon. The King’s pardon 
cannot be considered a legal disch^ge of an attachment for non-payment of 
costs or non-performance of an award etc., for though such attachment is carri^ 
on in the shape of a criminal process for a contempt of the court, yet it is in 
effect and substantially a civil remedy or execution for a private injury (Chitty, 
Preroratives of the drown, 90). For pardons, see also title Constitutional 
Law, Yol. VI., p. 404. 

(Z) See DanieU, Chancery Practice, 6th ed., 906. 

(firi Gilbert, Forum Bomanum (History and Practice of Chancery), 102; 
Vowles V. Young (1803), 9 Ves. 172 ; Anon. (l808), 16 Ves. 174 ; Wilson v. Bates 
(1838), 3 My. Cr. at p. 201 ; Chuck v. Cremer (1846), 1 Coop temp. Cott. 


(n) Cordon v. Cordon, [1904] P. 163, C. A. 

(o) Chuck T. Cremer, supra, though the correctness of the principle has 
been doubted (Cordon v. Cotton, supra, at p. 174). Where a decree was 
token pro confesso for want of answer, the party in contempt was entitled 
to notice of the proceedings under it (King v. Bryant (1838), 3 My. & Cr. 
191). 

Ip) Wilson V. Bates, supra. 

(q) Ricketts y. Mornington (1834), 7 Sim. 200 ; Wilson y. Bates, supra, at p. 204 ; 
Chatterton y. Thomas (1867), 86 L. J. (ou.) 692. And further, as to the dis- 
ability of a party in contempt, see Cordon y. Cordon, supm ; Chtuk y. Cremer. 
supra, and the notes thereto, and Daniell, Chancery Practice, 7th ed., 724^*727. 
Sw also Re Langworthy (1887), Times, 8th August, p. 3, col. 4, C. A. ; where, how- 
ever, no contempt had b^n adjudicated. Beforethe Judicature Acts this doctrine 
applied only in the Court of Chancery and in the Divorce Court (see Oarstin 
y. do Carston (mied as Carstin) (1863), 34 L. J. (p. ic« & A.) 46, and since those 
Acts, by whi(m the right of a party to attach his opponent without an order 
of the court was abolisned (B. S* 0., Ord. 44, r. 2), the question has seldom been 
raised (or decision. 
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StlB'SzoT. 2 . — Contempt in the Face of the Court. Beot. 2. 

. Ciiminal 

607. The power to fine and imprison for a contempt committed Contempt. 

in the fAce of the court is a necessary incident to every court of 

justice (r). It is not from any exaggerated notion of the dignity 
of individuals that insults to judges are not allowed, but because ^ ^ 
there is imposed upon the court the duty of preventing hrevi manu 
any attempt to interfere with the administration of justice («). 

Contempt may be shown either by language or manner. Language 
which might be perfectly proper if uttered in a temperate manner 
may be grossly improper if uttered in a different manner (a). 

608. A witness who refuses to be sworn or, being sworn, refuses Contempt by 
to answer, or who prevaricates, or who remains in court after the witneases. 
witnesses have been ordered out of court, is guilty of contempt, and 

may be fined and imprisoned (&). If a witness declines to answer 
on the ground that he may criminate himself, the court must 
be satisfied that there is reasonable ground for him to appre- 
hend danger (c). The court has declined to commit a witness for 
refusing to answer when his expenses had not been paid (d). 

609. Misconduct in the presence of a judge at chambers or in Contempt at 
the precincts of the court is a contempt (e). It is not necessary chambers, 
that the contempt should be in court, or that it should be a contempt 


(f) E. v. ATmon (1765), Wilm. at p. 254. See also 2 Hawk. P. 0. chap. 1, s. 15 ; 
chap. 22, 8. 35 ; R. v. Lefroy (1873), L. R. 8 Q. B. 134. 

(«) Be Johnean (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 68, 0. A., per Bowen, L.J., at p. 74. The 
following are instances of contempt in the face of the court : insulting and 
blasphemous remarks during a trial {R. y. Davison (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 329); 
open interruption of proceedings (^. y. Stofixe (1796), 6 Term Rep. at p. 530 ; Re 
Bruce (1828), Sanders, Chancery Orders, 736; Fox y. WheaJtley (1893), cited in 
Oswald on Contempt, 2nd ed. at p. 31) ; seizing a document in manibus curice 
and carr^g it away iu defiance of the court {\VaU y. Ligertwood (1874), L. R. 
2 Sc. & l)iy. 361 ; and see Sutherland y. Sutherland ri893), TimeSy 19th April, 
p. 13, col. 3) ; a prisoner who had been acquitted threatening his fellow-prisoner 
in the dock for “ splitting on him ” {CramocFs Case (187^, I'imeSy 18th March, 
p. 8, col. 3) ; flinging an egg at the judge in court {Re Cosgrave (1877), Seton, 
Judgments and Orders, 6th ed., 465); saying of an obseryation by the judge, 
That is a most unjust remark {R. v. Jordan (1888), 36 W. R. 797, 0. A.); 
a hamster becoming party to a fraud and conductmg bis case so as intentionaliy 
to mislead the court {Linwood y. Andrews and Moore (1888), 58 L. T. 612). a!s 
to the obsolete puniwment of cutting off the right hand for striking in coui*t, 
see^. y. TJuinet (Earl) (1799), 27 State Tr. 821; Davis^ Case (1461), 2 Dyer, 
188 b ; WalWs Case (1634), Cro. Car. 373 ; 3 Co. Inst 140—142. 

(a) Carus Wilson's Case (1845), 7 Q, B. 984. 

(5) 2 Hawk. P. 0. chap. 22, s. 35 ; 4 Bl. Com. 284 ; Hennegal y. Evance 
(18061, 12 Ves. 201 (refusing to be sworn); Ex parte Fernandez (1861), 10 C. B. 
(n. s.) 3 (refusing to answer) ; and eeo Re Maria Annie Davies (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 
at p. 238; Chandler v. Horne (1842), 2 Mood. & R. 423 (remaining in court 
after witnesses ordered out). As to the failure of a witness to attend upon a 
BubpoBna, see p. 303, post. As to witnesses, generally, see title Evidence. 

(c) R, y, Boyse (1861), 1 B. & S. 311 ; Re BeynoldSy Ex parte Reynolds (1882)- 
20 Ch. D. 294, 0. A. 

(d) Re WorUna Men's Mutual Soeietv ri 882 h 21 Ch. D. 831. 
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Sbot. s. 
Grimisal 
Contempt 


C(mtempt out 
of court. 


Sp^h or 
miting. 


Attacks upon 
Judges. 


of a judge sitting in court ; it must be a contemptuous interference 
ydth judicial proceedings in which the judge is acting as a judicial 
officer (/). 

It seems that a judge has no power to make an order at chambers 
committing a person for contempt done in his presence, the proper 
course being to bring the matter before the court (g). 

Upon an examination before a registrar or officer of the court in 
the winding up of a company or before a registrar in bankruptcy, if 
a witoess refuses to answer, the fact is reported to the judge, and 
thereupon the witness may be dealt with in the same manner as if 
he had made default in answering before the judge (k). If a person 
summoned to attend before an examiner refuses to be sworn or to 
answer, an order for him to be sworn or to answer must be obtained, 
and upon his failure to comply he can be attached (i). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Speeches or Writings tending to defeat the Ends of Justice. 

610. The issuing of attachments by the supreme courts of 
justice for contempts out of court is founded upon the same 
immemorial usage as supports the whole fabric of the common 
law (ft). 

Contempt by speech or writing may be by scandalising the court 
itself, or by abusing parties to actions, or by prejudicing man- 
kind in favour of or against a party before the cause is heard (Q. 
Any act done or writing published which is calculated to bring a 
court or a judge into contempt, or to lower his authority, or to 
interfere with the due course of justice or the lawful process of the 
court, is a contempt of court (m). 

611. Scandalous attacks upon judges are punished by attach- 
ment or committal upon the principle that they are, as against 
the public, not the judge, an obstruction to public justice ; and 
a libel on a judge, in order to constitute it a contempt of 
court, must be calculated to cause such an obstruction (n). The 
punishment is inflicted, not for the purpose of protecting either the 


(/) Re Johnson (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 68, 0. A., per Lord Esheb, M.B., at p. 71. 

M Be Johnson, supra, at pp. 73, 74 ; Re Tyrone Election Petition (1873), 7 1. B. 
0. L. 242. 

(A) 0oinpaiue8(Windiog.Tip) Buies, 1903, r. 75; Bankruptcy Buies, 1886, r. 88. 

(0 See B. 8. 0., Ord. 37, r. 13. 

(ft) R y. Almon (1765), Wilm. 243, at p. 254 ; and see 4 Bl. Com. 285. This case 
has been cited and approved in numerous later cases, and the statement in the 
text seems to be fuUy establi Aed as law. It is clear, however, that in early 
times some forms of contempt out of court were punished, not by summary 
mocess, hut in the ordinary course of law. See Law Quarterly Beview, 
Vol. XXIV., pp. 184, 266. 

(/) There cannot be anything of greater consequence than to keep the streams 
of justice clear and pure, that parties may procew with safety both to themselves 
and to their characters, per Lord Habdwicks, L.O., in Re Bead and Huggonson 
(1742), 2 Atk. 469 ; and see Cann v. Cann (1754), 2 Ves. Sen. 520 ; Be American 
Emhangein Europe, American Exchange in Europe v. OilUg (1889), 58 L. J. (OH.) 

(j») B. V. Gray, [19001 2 Q. B. 86, per Lord BtrsBELL, O.J., at p. 40. 

(n) Be Bahama Jslanas, [1893] A. (5. 138, per Bowsir, L.J., at p. 148, P. 0.; 
and see at p. 149. See aim S, v. Gray, eupra. 
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court as a whole or the individual judges of the court from a repeti* *• 

tion of the attack, bat of protecting the public, and especially those Ciindnal 

who either voluntarily or by compulsion are subject to the jurisdic- Co ntem irt- 
tion of the court, from the mischief they will incur if the authority 
of the tribunal be undermined or impaired (o). 

612. Every private communication to a judge for the purpose P^fnite oom* 
of influencing his decision upon a pending matter, and whether or 

not accompanied by the offer of a bribe or by personal abuse, is a 
contempt of court as tending to interfere with the course 
of justice (p). 

613. Speeches or writings misrepresenting the proceedings of CommentaoD 
the court or prejudicing the public for or against a party are 
contempts. Nothing is more incumbent upon courts of justice ** 

than to preserve their proceedings from being misrepresented, nor 
is there anything of more pernicious consequence than to prejudice 
the minds of the public against persons concerned as parties in 
causes before the cause is Anally heard (q). The effect of such mis> 
representations may be not only to deter persons from coming 
forward to give evidence on one side, but to induce witnesses to give 
evidence on the other side alone (r), or to prejudice the minds of 
jurors («). 

A mere libel on the parties, not amounting to an interference 
with the course of justice, is not contempt of court (t), and in such 
a case the parties will be left to protect themselves by an action, 
though where a libel was held to be an interference with justice a fine 
for the contempt was imposed while an action for libel was pending (a). 

Comments on pending proceedings, if emanating from the parties 
or their solicitors, are generally a more serious contempt than 
those coming from independent sources (b). 


(o) See jR. v. Davia, [1906] 1 B. at p. 40. It has been said that when a 
trial has taken place the judge is given over to criticism, and that compaittals for 
contempt ^ scandalising the court itself have become obsolete in this country 
(per Lord MOBBIS, MeDmd v. 8t, Auhyn, [1899] A 0. 649, at p. 661, P. 0.), but 
t^ statement seems to go too far. too R. v. (ihray, [1900] 2 Q. B. 86. 
Many earlier autiiorities are collected in McLeod v. St. AvSyn, eupra. 

(p) Martin'e Oaee (1747), 2 Buss. & M. 674, n. ; MacgiWe Cate (1748), 2 
Fowler, Exchequer Practice (1817), 404 ; R. v. Faulkner (1836), 2 Cr. M. & B. 
626 ; Lechmere Charlton' t Cate (1836), 2 Idy. & Or. at p. 339 ; Re Dyce Sombre 
(1849), 1 Man & Or. 116, at p. 122. 

(q) Per Lord Habdwioek, L.O., Re Read and Huggonton (1742b 2 Atk. 469. 

(r) Per Lord Lanodaui, M.B., Littler v. Thompeon (1839), 2 Beav. 129; and 
see Felkin v. Herbert (Lord) (18M), 33 L. J. (cn.) 294 ; R. v. Qoteip (1909), 
Timet, 18th February, p. 6, col. 3. 

(«) SkipvHtrth'e (kue (1873), L. B. 9 Q. B. 230 ; R. v. Nidd (1909), Timet, 
27th January, p. 3, col. 1 ; A. v. Qoteip, tupra. 

(t) Re Read and Hug^onicn, tupra ; Rirch v. Walth (1846), 10 I. Eq. B. 93. 
The authoritieB are reviewed in me latter case. 

(o) Corhery v. Hiekton (1876), 10 L B. 0. L. 174. 

(b) Re Inglet (1740), j^ders. Chancery Ordme, 662 ; Smith v. Bond (1846), 13 
M. & W. 694 ; Vato v. Eley (1868), L. ^ 7 Eq. 49 ; Tichbome v. Tichiome (1870), 
39 L. J. (OH.) at p. 403 ; Fsmon v. Femon (1870), 40 L. J. (oh.) 118 ; R. v. 
Bamardo(l802), Ttmtt, 29tli November, p. 13, col. 2 ; TorkthirePromdetd Attur^ 
ante Co. v. QUUrt (1894), 11 T. L. B. at p. 144 ; llMey Load Board v. Otwald 
Litter (1896), 11 T. L. B. 176; Magnut v. Plumbert' Co. (1899), cited in Yearly 
Supreme Court Ptaotioe, 1909, at p. 607. 



Contempt of Court, Attachment, and Committal. 

saoT. a. Although as a rule it is oi the essence of the offence that the 
Orimlnal proceedings should be pending when the comments are published (c). 
Contempt, been held a contempt to publish comments on a trial which 

has ended in the disagr^ment of the jury, rendering a new trial 
probable (d), or to publish comments after a magisterial inquiry 
and before the trial (s). The question in all cases of comment on 
pending proceedings is not whether the publication does interfere, 
but whether it tends to interfere, with the due course of justice (/). 
On the same principle it is a contempt to make a speech tending 
to influence the result of a pending trial, whether civil or 
criminal (^), or to deliver a sermon with the same tendency {h). 

Newspaper 614. It is a contempt to publish an article in a newspaper 
articles, commenting on the proceedings in a pending criminal prosecu- 
tion or civil action (i)« In such cases the mischievous tendency 
of a trial by the newspapers when a trial by one of the regular 
tribunals of the country is going on is to be considered (k). On 
the other hand, the summary jurisdiction ought only to be exer- 
cised when it is probable that the publication will substantially 
interfere with a fair trial (f). 


(e) See Purcdl v. McNamara (1806), died in the Memoirs of Sir Samuel 
Homilly, Vol. H., p. 166 ; It. v. vDoghtrty (1848), 5 Cox, C. C. 348 ; Melder v. 
Gounod (1874), 30 L. T. 264 ; Be Ledger (1888), 62 J. P. 328 ; Be Dt Souza 
(1888), Timee, 3rd December, p. 3, col. 3 ; Kelly ik Co. v. Pole (1895), 11 T. L. B. 
405 : and see B. ▼. Gray, [1900] 2 Q. B. 36, and note (e), on p. 281, arite. 

(d) Be Lahouehere, Ex parte Volurniua Co,, Ltd. (1901), 17 T. L. B. 578 ; B. y. 
Freeman' e Journal, [1902] 2 1. B. 82 ; and see Re Martindale, [1894] 3 Ch. 193, 
at p. 200. 

(e) B. y. Parhe, [1903] 2 KB. 432. 

(/) Hunt y. Clarke (1889), 58 L. J. (Q. B.) (0. A.) at p. 492 ; Re Pall Mall 
Gazette (1894), 11 T. L. B. 122 ; Orimwade y. Cheque Bank (1897), 13 T. L. B. 
305 ; R. y. Dolan, [1907] 2 L B. 260. 

ig) Ondow'e ana WhMej^e Case (1873), L. B. 9 Q. B. 219 ; SkipwortKs Case 
(1873), L. B. 9 Q. B. 230 ; Watt y. Maxfm-Weston Electric Co. (1888), 5 T. L. B. 
170 : R. y. Gossip (1909), Times, 18th Febro^, p. 6, coL 3. But where the 
possibility that a speech might influence the jurors on a second trial was con- 
sidered remote, and the Attorney-General had refused to prosecute, attachment 
was refused {R. y. Dolan, supra), 

{h) Re South Meath Election Petition (1892), 30 L. B. Ir. 659 ; and see Mackett 
y. Heme Bay Commissioners (1876), 24 W. B. 645. 

(t) For instances in connection with criminal proseoutions, seeB. y. Pamdl 
(1880), 14 Cox, 0. 0. 474 ; R. y. Armstrong (1893), Tima, 9th Mav, p. 3, col. 4 ; 
Be Stead, R. y. Balfour (1895), 11 T. L. B. 492 ; R. y. TibhiU, n902] 1KB. 
77, 0. 0. B. ; R, y. Parke, supra ; R, y, Davia, [1906] 1 K B. 32 ; B. y. 
Bottomley (1^), 2'ima, 19th December; ibid. (1909), 19th January. For 
instances in connection with dvil proceed]^, see Bs Crown Bank, Be if Medley 

« , 44 <]lh. D. 649 (disapproved of in R.y, Payne, £1896] 1 Q. B. 677, and 
no Gold Coast Exploration Co., [1901] 1 Oh. 860) ; Bs Bobbins, Ex parte 
Green (1891), 7 T. L. B. 411 ; Be Montgomery Election Petition (1892), 9 T. li. B. 
93; Birmingham Vinegar Brewery Co. y. Brenrp (1894), 10 T. L. B. 586; Be 
Finasue UhM)»(1895), 11T.L.B. 167 ; SpurreUy.DeReehburg (1895), 11 T. LB. 
313 ; Be Thomas Ho^ Robinson, Herring y. British and Foreign Marins Insurance 
Co. (1895), 11 T. L. B. 346 ; Be Johnson and MiUhM, Wilson y. Collison (1895), 
11 T. L. B. 376 ; Howitt y. Fagge (1896), 12 T. L. K 426 ; Orimwads T. Cheque 
Batik, supra; Greenwood y. Leather-shoa Wheel Co. (1898), 14 T. L. B. 241. 

(A) B. y. Parke, supra, at p. 436 ; Birmingham Vtnegar Brewery Co. v. Henry, 
eupra; Re Finance Union, supra. 

if) Per Wbioht, j.. Be Finance Union, supra; Be Robert Brown (1907), Times, 
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The court discourages applications for attachment or committal Sect. s. 
\irhere the contempt is slight (m), or where the applicant does not Criminal 
seriously press for attachment or committal, but only asks for Contempt 
costs (n). — 

615. Many cases of comment on pending proceedings involve Reflections 
reflections on the parties, a form of contempt which the court will pwUes. 
interfere to prevent or punish by summary process (o), but the 
court refused to interfere where such comments were made at an 
early stage of the proceedings, and were therefore less calculated to 
interfere with the course of justice (p). 

Misrepresentations in a circular issued to shareholders with 
intent to mislead the court on a winding-up petition are punishable 
by committal (q). 

It is a contempt to publish copies of the pleadings or evidence 
in a cause, while proceedings are pending (r), or to publish a report 


7th November. In the latter case it was assumed that attachment was the only 
available process; but an injimction might have been granted; see p. 308, jfoaL 
See also m Ehrmann (1909), Ttmsa, 18th February, p. 6, col. 4. 

(m) PowU ▼. MunUr (1832), 2 L. J. (on.) 31 ; Matthews v. Smith (1844), 3 
Hare, 331 ; Be Oeneral Exchange Bank (1866), 12 Jur. (n. s.) 465 ; Re London 
Flour Co, (1868), 16 W. E. 474 ; Femon v. Vernon (1870), 40 L. J. (oh.) 118 ; 
Buenos Ayres Oas Co, v. Wilde (1880), 29 W. E. 43 ; Hunt v. Clarke (1889), 58 
L. J. (O. B.) 490, 0. A. ; Metropolitan Music Hall v. Lake (1889), 58 L. J. (OH.) 
513 ; Laurence v. Amhery (1891), 91 L. T. Jo. 230 ; Re Romester Election Petition 
(1892), Times ^ 9th December, p. 14, col. 2 ; Re Evening News and Post^ ibid,; 
Re Pontefract Election Petition (1893), 9 T. L. E. 430 ; Re Martindale^ [1894] 3 
ok 193 ; Re Certain Newspapers^ Duncan v. Sparling (1894), 10 T. L. E. 353 ; Ex 
varte Foster (1894), Times^ 5th February, p. 3, coL 5 ; Re E, Wilson Gates and 
the London Congregational Union and the East London Publishing Company and 
the Case of R, v. Mead^ a Metropolitan Police Magistrate (1895), 11 T. L. E. 204 ; 
Kelly (fc Co. v. Pole (189^, 11 T. L. E. 405 ; Fielden v. Sweeting (1895), 11 T. L. E. 
534 ; R. V. Payne, [1896] 1 Q. B. 677 ; Fairclough v. Manchester Ship Canal Co. 
(1896), 13 T. ll E. 56, 0. A. ; As Hooley. Ex parte Hooley (1899), 79 L. T. 706 ; 
Shaw V. Indiarubher Mexico, Ltd. (1900), 44 SoL Jo. 295 ; Re New Odd Coast 
Exploration Co., [1901] 1 Ch. 860 ; Phiuips v. Hess (1902), 18 T. L. E. 400 ; Re 
Toumshend {Marquis) (1906), 22 T. L. E. 341, C. A. ; A. v. Daily Mail (1907), 
Times, 15iih January, p« 3, col. 2. 

In) Plating Co. v. Farquharson (1881), 17 Oh. D. 49, 0. A. 

. M Re Read and Jffuggonson (1742), 2 Atk. 469 ; Ex parte Jones (1806), 13 Yes. 
237 ; Littler t. Thompson (1839), 2 Beav. 129 ; Paraguay {Republic) v. Lynch, 
[1872] W. N. 48 ; Peters y. Bradlaugh (1888), 4 T. L. E. 414 ; J.AP. Coats v. 
Chadwick, [1894] 1 (jk 347 ; Russell v. Russdl (1894), 11 T. L. E. 38 ; Re Stead, 
A. V. Balfour (1895), 11 T. L. E. 492. A theatrical exhibition of the incidents of an 
alleged murder while the accused was awaiting his trial was held to be an offence 
against public justice (A. v. Williams and Romney (1823), 2 L. J. (o. 8.) (x. B.) 
30), but the euibition of amodel of a prisoner awaiting his trial for mumer was 
held not to amount to contempt (A. v. Oilham (1828), 1 Mood. & M. 165). 

(p) Ex parte The Standard (1^7), Times, 28th January, p. 13, col. 3, cited in 
A. V. Dolan, [1907f 2 I. E. 260, 297. 

(q) Re SepUmue rarsana^ db Co., [1901] 2 (7h. 424. 

(r) Perry^s Case, cited in Re Read and Huggonson, supra (printing a brief for 
publication) ; Qann v. Cann (1754), 2 Yes. Sen. 520 (advertisement as to defen- 
oant’s answer) ; Tichbome v. Mostyn, Tichbome v. Tichboms (1867), L. lEL 7 Eq. 
55, n. (abstract of lAdavits) ; Re Cheltenham and Swansea Railway Carriage and 
Wagon Co. (UW), L. S. 8 Eq. 580 (petition to wmd up); Re American 
Exchange in Europe, American Exchange in Europe y. Oiffiy (1889), 58 L« J. (emO 
706 (examination of witness by Uquidator); Bowden v. Russell (1877), 46 L. J. 
(OH.) 414 5 and Ae T. P. ^Connor, Chesshire y. Strauss (1896), 12 T. L. R 291 
(statement of cliim]. 
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Shot. t. 

Criminal 

Contempt. 


Obstructing 
officers of the 
court. 


Process 

serrers. 


of or comments upon proceedings which the court has directed to 
be held in private («), but the bare result of the proceedings may be 
published (<). 

It is not a contempt to publish the proceedings at a magisterial 
inquiry or a coroner’s inquest (a), nor to issue Bk bondjide advertise- 
ment offering a reward for evidence in a pending action (h), or to 
solicit subscriptions towards the expenses of an appeal in a matter 
affecting the members of a trade generally (c) ; but vilifying a party 
under cover of an advertisement for evidence is punishable as a 
contempt ((f). 

Sttb-Seot. 4 . — Obstructing Persons o^aUij connected with the Court or 

Proceedwg9{e), 

616- Contempt by obstructing an ofiQcer of the court is 
punished, not for the purpose of vindicating the dignity of the 
court or the person of the officer, but to prevent undue inter- 
ference with the administration of justice (/). 

Disturbing the proceedings before an officer of the court is a 
contempt of the court whose officer he is (< 7 ), and so also is an 
attempt by threat or otherwise to induce an officer of the court to 
depart from the course of his duty Qi). 

617. Obstructing a process server in the execution of his duty 
is, generally speaking, a contempt of court (t), but slight obstruction 


(«) R. T. Clement (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 218 ; Re MaHindale, [1894] 8 Gh. 193. 
The High Goiirt has an inherent jurisdiction to hear a case in camerd when it is 
reasonc^ly clear that justice cannot be done otherwise {Andrew y. Baebum (1874), 
9 Ch. App. 522 ; MeH^y. ThompBon{lbBb), 31 Ch. D. 55, 0« A. ; Badieche Anilin 
und Soda Fabrik y. Levinstein (1883), 24 Oh. D. 156 ; Malan y. Young (1889), 6 
T. L. E. 38 ; Ogle y. Brandling (1831), 2 Buss. & M. 688 ; Z). y. 2>., D. y. 
D. and ff., [1903] P. 144). 

(<) Re Martindaky eumra; Laurence y. Amhery (1891), 91 L. T. Jo. 230. 

\a) See R. y. Parkey [1903] 2 K. fi. at p. 438, and cases there cited ; and see 
note to Rs y. FUher (IBII), 11 E. E at p. 799. 

{b) Plating Co. y. Farguhareon (1881), 17 Ch. D. 49, 0. A., disapproying of 
PooiY. Bacheverd (1720), 1 P. Wms. 675, where such an adyertisement was held 
to be a contempt. 

(c) Plating Co. y. Farquharsmy supra. 

{d) BrodHbb y. Brodnbb (1886), 11 P. D. 66 ; Butter y. Butler (1888), 13 P. D. 
73 ; and see Re Comishy Staff y. Oill (1893), 9 T. L. E. 196. 

(e) As to obstructing a judge, see pp. 283, 284, ante. 

(/) Hdmore y. Smith (No. 2) (1886), 35 Ch. D. 449, 0. A., at p. 455 ; Re 
Johnson (1887), 20 a B. D. 68, at pp. 73—75, C. A. 

(flf) See Re Johnsony supra^ and French y. French (1824), 1 Hog. 138, where the 
earlier authorities are disciueed. 

f^) Lechmere Charlies Case (1836), 2 My. & Or. 816 ; and see p. 284, ante. 

(f) See the following (3himcery cases : — Van v. JVtce (1743), Dick. 91; 
Williams y. Johns (1773), 2 Dick. 477, and see 1 Mer. 803, n. (the process server 
made to eat the wnt) ; Fx parte Page (1810), 17 Ves. 59; Elliot v. Halmaradc 
(1816), 1 Mer. 302 ; Emery y. Bowen (1836), 5 L. J. (oh.) M9 ; Price y. Hutchison 
(1869), L. E 9 Eq. 534. Ord. 42, r. 2, of the Consolidated Chancery Orders, 
1860, making the use of violent or abusive language to a process server punish- 
able by committal, was annulled by E S. U. 1883, Preliminary Order and 
Appendix 0, and no corresponding rule is substituted. See the fouowing cases 
at common law.-Anoa. (1710), 1 Salk. 84; E v. Jones (1782), 1 Stra. 185; 
E v. (17(^2), Say. 47 ; E y. Kendrick (1754), ^y. 114 ; Whitworth y. 
Dtiwcan (1893), Tirm, 14th January, p. 11, coL 2; Lewis y. Owen, [1894] J 

Q.B. 102;andBeeEegul»Trin. 17GW.3. ^ t 
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not actually preventing service of the process will not be so sboi. s. 

regarded (k). ^ The governor of a prison is not justified in refusing Criminal 

access to a prisoner for the purpose of serving process upon him (Z), Contempt, 
and a^ rule nisi for attachment was granted against the keeper of a 
lunatic asylum for refusing access to an inmate for the purpose of 
serving him with a writ (m). 

^8. The court will protect its officers while HinnharfinTi g their SoUciton. 
duties ; thus a solicitor who assaults and intimidates the opposing 
solicitor in passing from the judge’s chambers to the outer door of 
the courts may be punished by committal (n), but an assault com- 
mitted by one solicitor on another in the office of the former, upon 
an inspection of documents in an action, will probably not amount 
to a contempt (o). 

619. Interference with or disturbance of a receiver appointed BeoeiTen. 
by the court is a contempt ; and the fact that the order appointing 

him was improperly procured is no justification for such interference 
or disturbance, for application can be made to the court to test the 
validity of the order (p). Disturbance of a receiver may be caused 
in various ways, e.g. by bringing an action of ejectment against 
him without leave of the court that appointed him {q) ; by taking 
forcible possession of estates, of the rents and profits of which a 
receiver has been appointed (r) ; by obtaining the appointment of 
sequestrators of the profits of a living of which a receiver has 
been appointed previously («) ; by levying an execution upon 
partnership assets in the possession of a receiver (t) ; by a bill of 
sale holder taking forcible possession of chattels in a receiver’s 
possession (a) ; and by interfering in the management of a business 
in the hands of a receiver — (1) by taking the management out of his 
hands (b ) ; (2) by sending circulars to the customers of the 
business (c) ; (8) by inducing employees to leave the business and 
take employment in a competing business (d). 

620. A liquidator in the winding-up of a company by the court Liqnidaton 

is in the same position as a receiver appointed by the court, and it seqaes- 

tratortf 

(h) GtlesY. Ftfnion (1728), 1 Bam. (k. b.) 56; Adam» v. Hughes (1819), 1 
Broa. ABing, 24 ; Myers v. Wills (1820), 4 Moore (o. P.), 147 ; Weeks y, Whiteley 
(1835), 1 Har. & W. 218. 

if) Danson v. Le Caplin (1852), 7 Exoh. 667. The ordinary course is to apply 
to the Prison Oommissioners in the first instance for permission for an interview 
wiUi the prisoner for the purpose of effecting service. 

(m) Dmison v. Harding (1867), 16 W. E. 346 ; but see E. S. 0. 1883, Ord. 9, r. 5. 

In) Be Johnson (1887), 20 a B. D. 68, C. A. 

(o) Be Clements (1877), 46 L. J. (OH.) 375, 0. A. 

(p) Bussell V. Ectsi Anglian Bail. Co. (1850), 3 Mac. & Q. 104. 

iq) Angel v. Smith (1804), 9 Ves. 335; Be Batiersby's Estate (1892), 31 
L. E, It. 73. ' 

I r) Broad v. Wickham (1831), 4 Sim. 511. 
s) Hawkins v. Oathercole (185^, 1 Drew. 12. 
t) Lane v. Sterne (1862), 8 Gifl. 629. 
a) Be Mead^ Ew parto Cochrane (1875), L. E. 20 Eq. 282. 
h) Be Plant, Em parte Hayward (1881), 45 L. T. 326, 0. A. 
c) Hdmorey. Smith (No. 2) (1886), 35 Oh. D. 449, 0. A. 
a) JMxon v. Dixon, [4904] 1 Uh. 161. In this case an injunction was granted 
to restrain the interferenoe. 
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SaoT. s. is a contempt to interfere in any way with his possession of the 
Criminal assets without the leave of the court (e). 

Contempt. It is also a contempt to interfere with the possession of 
sequestrators if). 

sherift. 621. If a sheriff returns that a person arrested or goods seized 

or possession of lands delivered by him by virtue of a writ are 
rescued or violently taken from him, the court may grant an 
attachment against the rescuers (g). 

Where upon interference with a sheriff there were faults on both 
sides, attachment was refused (/Oi and where the evidence was 
conflicting the court left the sheriff’s oiBcer to bring an action for 
assault (t). 

A sheriff may arrest and commit to prison any person who 
resists the execution of a writ (/). 

It is contempt to move a ship in the custody of the marshal of 
the Admiralty Division (k). 

PriTiiege. 622. The privilege from arrest formerly enjoyed by officers of 
the court is seldom applicable in the present state of the law, for 
it appears that privilege cannot be claimed in cases of criminal 
contempt or of contempt in procedure accompanied by misconduct, 
and it is only in such cases of contempt that imprisonment is 
inflicted (Q. 

Witnesses. 623. It is a contempt to keep a witness out of the way to avoid 
service of a subpoena (m) ; to intimidate a witness or a person likely 
to be called as a witness (n) ; to arrest a witness while attending 
the court to give evidence (o) ; to endeavour to influence a witness 


U) Be Henry Founds Son db Huichim (1889), 42 Oh. D. 402, 0. A* ; Companies 
(Windmg-up) Buies, 1903, r. 78. 

(/) Pdham {Lord) v. Newcastle {Duchesi) (1712), 3 Swan. 289, n. ; Angel v. 
Bmith (1804), 9 Ves. 335. 

{g) 2 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed., chap. 22, s. 34 ; Lacon t. De Oroat (1893), 10 
T. L. E. 24 ; Re Higde Mortgage^ Ooddard v. Uigg^ [1894] W. N. 73 ; Cooper 
V. Aeprey (1863), 32 L. J. (a. B.) 209. A return of a rescue was at law equiva- 
lent to a conviction and conclusive in the proceeding in which it was made as to 
the truth of the facts returned, but in the Oourt of Chancery it was considered 
only as a ground for attaching the party and bringing him before the court to 
answer the charge (Blackwell v. Tallow (1833), 2 My. & K, at p. 329 ; and see 
Braeyer v« MacUSn (1875), L. R 6 P. 0. 398, at p. 405). Formerly at^hment 
was granted ex parte upcm such return {Blackwell v. Tatiow, eupra ; Qohhy v. 
Dewee (1833), 10 Bing. 112), but now an order for attachment can only be 
obtainea on notice (B. S. C., Ord. 44, r. 2). 

(A) Ch'egory v. Onelow (1772), Lofft, 35. 

(i*) Ex parte Lancaster {Sheriff)^ Ex parte Ooeling (1895), Times, 11th Feb* 
ru^, p. 3, ooL 4. In this case and in Gregory v. Onelow^ attpro, the sheriff had 
not ret^M a rescue. 

(» Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Yici c. 55), a 8 (2). And see title Shebiffb 
A im Bailiffs. 


(i) The Sdina Stanford (1908), Timee^ 17th November, p. 3, col. 4. 
u) See p. 320, post, 

(m) (p^msnU v. Williams (1836), 2 Scott, 814 ; Lewis v. James (1887), 3 T. L. B. 
527 (imunction granted to prevent further communication with a witoess). 

(n) rarirtd^ev.Par(rt(^e(16^,Toth«40; SAaufV.SAaii;(186i), 2Sw. ATr.517; 
Bromilow v. FhOUps (1892), 40 W. B. 220; R v. Onslow (1873), 12 Oox, 0. 0. 358. 

(o) OullMs Case (1653), Sty. 395; Vandevdde v. Llueflin (1661), 1 Keb. 
220; Magnay v. BuH (1843), 5 Q. B. 381. Ex. Ch. 
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against a party (p) ; to dismiss a servant because he has given 
evidence for the opposite party (q ) ; to endeavour by bribery to 
induce a witness to suppress evidence (r). But the court will not 
grant sm attachment against a party to a civil action for merely 
dissuading a person from giving evidence for the opposite party («). 

634. The court will punish as contempt an insult offered to a 
juryman while performing his duty (f); thus the brother of a con- 
victed prisoner who challenged the foreman of the jury to a duel 
immediately after the trial was committed (a). 

Embracery, or attempting to corrupt or influence a jury, is a 
form of contempt punishable on indictment or information (6). 

An insult to counsel may be punished as a contempt (c). 


Sttb-Seot. 6 . — Obitrudting the Partiee. 

625. Speeches or writings reflecting on parties to actions and 
thereby tending to obstruct the administration of justice constitute 
contempt (d). The following are instances of contempt by obstruct- 
ing parties : a husband by menaces compelling his wife to put in an 
untrue answer (e ) ; threatening a party if he allows the suit to con- 
tinue (/) ; endeavouring by bribery to induce a party to suppress 
evidence which it is his duty to give (q) ; taking or seeking to obtain 
from a person suing or defending as a pauper any fee, profit, or 
reward for the conduct of his business in the court (k ) ; retaHng 
possession of land from a party who has recently obtained posses- 
sion by a writ (i) ; preventing an infant from obeying an order of 


(j») Welby y. Sim (1892), 66 L. T. 623. 

(g) Bovodm y, Univer$it*et Oo-operaliva Aesociation (1881), 71 L. T. Jo. 373. 

^1 Be Hodtey, Bttcker't Ccue (1898), 79 L. T. 306. 

{») BchUeinger y, Flertheim (1846), 2 Dow. & L. 737. The possible effect upon 
witnesses of speeches or writings misroprosenting the proceedings has been 
referred to p. 286, ante. The principle applied in the case of interference with 
witnesses is that those who have duties to perform in a court of justice are 
protected by the law and idiielded on their way to the discharge of such duties, 
while discharging them, and on their return therefrom, in order that such 

g rsons may safely have resort to courts of jiutice {Be Johnson (1887), 20 
B. D. 68, per Bowmr, L.J., at p. 74, 0. A; and see p. 320, poet; and further, 
as to witnesses, title EvmBircE). 

(f) ^ farts PaisT (1864), 6 B. & S. 299 ; and see Be Johnson, supra, at p. 74. 
(a) JS. V. Martin (1848), 6 Cox, 0. C. 366. 

(M See 1 Hawk. P. 0. 8th ed., chap. 27, at p. 466 ; 4 Bl. Com. 140 ; statute 
32 Hen. 8, o. 9, a 3 ; Juries Act, 1826 (6 Oeo. 4, c. 60), s. 61. For a modem 
instance, see if. v. Baker (1891), 113 C. C. Ct. Cm. 374. _ The misrepresentation 
of proceedings by speemes or writings tending to influence the minds of 
jurors has been ruened to at p. 286, ante. 

! cl Frmeik y. Frmek (1824), 1 Hog. 138. 
a) See p. 284, ante, 
e) Ex farts HaBam (1740), 2 Atk. 60. 

/) B. y. Carroff (1744), 1 Wile. 76 ; SmUh y. LaJceman (1866), 26 L. J. (OH.) 
* ; Be Mvlock, Ex parte Chetwynd (1864), 10 Jur. (N. B.) 1188; Sharland y. 
Sharkmd (1886), 1 T. L. B. 492. molesting a husband after a decree of judicial 
■(VBratio& is not a oont^pt, as the function of the court ends with the decree 
(SmtfA V. Smith (1889), 69lj. J. (v.) 16). 
to) Be Hoetey, BudeeBe Case, eufra. 

(A) B. 8. 0., Ord. 16, r. 27. 

(») Be Higg'e Mortgage, Ooddard y. Higg, [1894] W. N. 78. 
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SaoT. f. 

fh rimlfiftl 

Contempt 

Wards of 
court. 


Lunatiok 


Strangers, 
to actions. 


Ck)NTBMPT OP Court, Attachment, and Committal. 

the court 0) ! serving process upon a party while he is attending 
procee^ngs in court (A). 

626. Any interference to the prejudice of a ward of court is a 
contempt, c.y., paying addresses to or contracting marriage with 
a ward without the sanction of the court or being implicated 
therein (1), removing a ward in defiance of the order of the court, 
or failing to comply with an order as to custody (m). 

627. It is a contempt to marry a lunatic so found (n), or to 
fail to produce an alleged lunatic pursuant to an order of the 
court (o). 

628. A stranger to the action who aids and abets the breach 
of a prohibitory order obstructs the course of justice, and this 
contempt is punishable by committal or attachment. The punish- 
ment is inflicted, not for a technical infringement of the order, but 
for aiding and abetting others in setting the court at defiance (p). 

It is a contempt to indemnify a person against the consequences 
of committing contempt ($). 


(/) Thomas v. Owynne (1845), 8 Beav. 312. 

fi(;) Colt y. Hawkins (1736), 2 Stra. 1094. 

Eyrt y. Sha^hury (Countess) (1722), 2 P. Wms. 102; Ooodall y. 
Harris (1729), 2 P. Wms. 661 ; Long y. Elways (1729), Mos. 249 ; Herbert's Cast 
(1731), 3 P. Wms. 116; Brandon y. Knight 0752), 2 Dick. 160 ; Cox v. Bennett 
(1874), 31 L. T. 83. In a serious case Lord Elbon ordered an indictment to be 
prefer^ (Wade y. Bro^hton (1814), 3 Ves. & B. 172). But where a man 
obtained leaye to pay his addresses to a ward on his undertaking to abide by 
the directions of the court, and after the ward had attained twenty-one a settle- 
ment was executed in terms of which the court disapproyed, the Court of 
Appeal refused to grant an injunction to preyent the parties from marrying, on 
the ground that the undertaking came to an end on the ward attaining twenty- 
one, and that the gentleman could not be restrained without restraming the 
lady, which there was no jurisdiction to do (Bolton y. Bolton^ [1891] 3 Gh. 270, 
0. A.). 

(tn) Long WeXlesley^'s Oast (1831), 2 Buss, ft M. 639 (showing this contempt to 
be cnminal) ; Re Witten (1887), 4 T. L. B. 36 ; 0. y. L., [1891] 3 Oh. 126. See 
also title Dtfaitts akb Ohilbben. 

(n) Ash's (Mrs.) Oast (1702), Prec. Oh. 203. 

(o) Wenman's(tord) Cast (1721), IP. Wms, 701, The respondent, who had been 
instrumental in remoying the lunatic from place to pkce to eyade his production, 
was committed for the contempt. See also the Xunacy Act, 1891 (54 ft 55 
Yici c. 65), s. 26, and Re B. (an alleged Lunatic), [1892] 1 Gh. 459, 0. A ; and 
title Lxjkatios aitd Pkksons op IInsobnb Mno). 

(p) Beavmd y. Paterson, [1897] 1 Oh. 545, 0. A (per judment of 
Liitblet, L.J.) ; and see Lower v . Orudge (1680), Gary, 144 ; Harvey y. 
Harvey (1681), 2 Cas. in Oh. 82 ; Lewes (Sir It .) y. Morgan (1818), 5 Price, 518 ; 
WMesley (Lord) y. Momington (^arZ)^(1848), 11 Beay. l80, 181; Avery y, Andrews 
(1882), 51 L. J. (oh.) 414 ; Bmith-Barry y. Dawson (1891), 27 L. B. Ir. 558. 
Enforcing obedience to w order against a party to an action requires mere 
civil process, but the deliberate act of a third person in committing a breach of 
an order is a contempt of a criminal nature (Seaward y. Paterson, supra; Re 
Maria Annie Davies (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 236 ; O^Shea y. O'Shea ana Pamdl 
(1890), 15 P. D. 59, 0. A UompareBs Eede (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 228, 0. A. ; and 
see note (5), n. 280, ante). Being a criminal offence, this form of contempt is 
also punishable by fine or order for security for good behaviour. See p. 817, 
post. 

(j) Exports Dixon (1803), 8 Yes. 104. 
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Sto-Skot. ^.—Forging or ahwing the Process of the Court 

629. The forging of writs, and other deceits of the like kind 
tending to impose on the court, are punishable as contempts (r). 

Abusing the process of the court is a term generally applied 
to a proceeding which is wanting in bona fidss and is frivolous, 
vexatious, or oppressive, the ordinary remedy in such a case 
being to apply to strike out a pleading or stay the proceed- 
ings, or to prevent further proceedings being taken without 
leave («). Beyond this the court has jurisdiction to punish abuse 
of process by committal or attachment as a contempt (t). Where 


(r) 2 Hawk. P. 0., 8ih ed., chap. 22, s. 43; Dag v. Penkevell (1605), Moore 
(K. B.), 770, pi. 1064 ; and see suh nom. Doydige v. Fenkvell, Noy, 1 01 ; jRc Hunger- 
ford and Aylmer (1663), Sanders, Chancery Orders, 317 ; Whitlock v. Harriot 
(1686), 1 Dick. 16 ; Re Hardy (1739), Sanders, Chancery Orders, 645, 647—649 ; 
Male V. Castleman (1746), 1 Wm. Bl. 2 ; Fawcett v. Qarford (1789), cited in 
Oswald on Contempt, 2nd ed., 44 ; Finnerty v. Smith (1835), 1 Bing. (n. 0.) 
649; Re Jacobs (1874), Times, 13th June, p. 11, coL 6; and see, on this last 
case, 18 Sol. Jo. 642. 

(s) See E. S. C., Ord. 25, r. 4; Vexatious Actions Act, 1896 (69 A 60 
Viet. c. 51); Metropolitan Bank v. Pooley (1885), 10 App. Cas. 210; Orepe 
V. Loam, Bulieel v. Orepe (1887), 37 Ch. D* 168, C. A.; Reichel v. Magraih 
(1889), 14 App. Cas. 665 ; Laurance v. Norreys (1890), 16 App. Cas. 
210; RemmingUm v. Scales, [1897] 2 Ch. 1, C. A.; Re Alexander Vhaffers, 
Ex parte A*-0. (1897), 76 L. T. 351 ; King v. Henderson, [1898] A. C. 720, P. C. ; 
Stephenson v. Qamett, [1898] 1 Q. B. 677, C. A. ; Re the Vexatious Actions Act (Re 
Jones) (1902), 18 T. L. E. 476; Kinnaird (Lord) v. Fidd, [1905] 2 Ch. 306, 
C. A. ; OritcheU v. London and South Western Rail. Co., [1907] 1KB. 860, 0. A, ; 
Egbert v. Short, [1907] 2 Ch. 205 ; Re Norton^ s Settlement, Norton v. Norton, 
[1908] 1 Ch. 471, 0. A. See also title CnniiNAL Law’ and Procedure. 

(t) The following acts of abuse of process have been held punishable as 

contempts : taking out process without any colour of right to it ; making use 
of process in a vexatious manner or to serve the pu^oses of oppression or 
injustice or as a device to help the jurisdiction of an inferior court ; trying a 
feigned issue without the consent of me court (2 Hawk. P. C., 8th ed., chap. 22, 
sa 39—42, 44) ; issuing double process for the same debt (Anon. (1586), Guuldsb. 
30 ; Higgins v. Sommerland (1614), 2 Bulst. 68) ; ma^g false oath as bail 
(Royson^s Case (1628), Cro. Cur. 146) ; falsely pleading infancy to delay a trial 
(Lord V. Thornton (1614), 2 Bulst. 67) ; plaintifE furmshingfalse particulars of 
address and occupation (Smith v. Bona (1845), 13 M. & W. 594); bringing a 
fictitious action (Coxe v. Phillips (1736), Lee temp. Hard. 237 ; Re Elsam (1824), 
8 L. J. (o. 8.) B.) 75) ; obtaining a search warrant by false pretences for 

the purpose of enecting an arrest in a civil action (Anon, (1758), 2 Eeny. 372) ; 
fraudulent collusion Mtween plaintiff and defendant to defeat the rights of a 
third party (HOregor v. Barrett (1848), 6 0. B. 262) ; action between highway- 
men to take an account of the proceeds of robbery (Everett v. Williams (1725), 2 
Pothier on Obligations by Evans, 3, n.). This case is cited by Jsssel, M.E, in 
Sykes V. Eeadon(1879), 11 Ch. D. 170, atp. 195, by Bacon, V.-C., in Ashhurst v. 
Mason (1875), L. E. 20 Eq. 225, atp. 230, and in Ldndley on Partnership, 7th ed., 
107, n., and is fully authenticated by reference to the record in Law Quarterly 
Eeview, Vol. IX., p. 197) ; prolixity of pleading (Mylward v. Waldron (1566), 
(sub nom. Milward v. Wdden, Toth. 107, cited in Oswald on Contempt, 2nd ed., 
43 ; Anon. (1603), Cary, 38 ; and see E. S. C., Ord. 2, r. 2, Ord. 19, rr. 2, 5, 
Ord. 88, rr. 2, 3, and Ord. 65, r. 27 (20)) ; obtaining payment of money as the 
consideration tor withdrawal of a motion to commit for contempt (E. v. Newton 
(1903), 67 J. P. 453) ; a barrister wilfully deceiving the court in the conduct 
of a case, by n^unng a party to make an affidavit he knew to be untrue, and 
reading the affidavit to the court (Linwood v. Andrews and Jfoore (1888), 58 
L. T. 612). And see Bowden v. Russdl (1877). 46li. J. (oh.) 414, as to contempt 
in publishing a statement of claim before the hearing. 
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the Yexations Actions Act, 1896 (u), the Buies of Court (a), or the 
inherent jurisdiction of the court to stay frivolous or vexatious 
proceedings {b) apply, committal would not now be ordered, and, 
on the other hand, where the irregularity amounts to w offence 
against justice, extending its influence beyond the parties to the 
action, it is a contempt of court and puniimable accordingly (c). 

Under the same head may be included the case of any person 
untruthfully stating himself to be a creditor in bankruptcy or a 
creditor or contributory in the winding-up of a company, offences 
declared by statute to be contempt of court and to be punishable 
accordingly (d). 


Sub-Seot. 7 . — Breach of Duty by Pertotu officially connocted with the Court 

or Proeeedingt. 

630 . Solicitors and other officers of the court are subject in a 
special degree to control and to punishment for any kind of 
contempt (e). 

A solicitor cannot claim exemption from imprisonment for debt 
where the failure to pay is attended by circumstances of profes- 
sional misconduct (/). A solicitor may be attached for breach of 
his undertaking (9). A solicitor in prison who prosecutes or 
defends an action or matter on behalf of a client, and a solicitor 
who permits a solicitor in prison to use his name for such a 
purpose, are punishable as for contempt (/t). 

A person acting as a solicitor in an action or matter without 
being duly qualified is guilty of a contempt of the court in which 
the proceeding is commenced, and is in addition liable to a penalty 
of ^ty pounds (t), and this though he so acts with the authority 
of a qualified solicitor (A;) ; and he is equally guilty whether he 
acts in his own name or in the name of another { 1 ). 


(u) 59 & 60 Tint. c. 51. 

(a) See the roles referred to in note (Q, p. 293, ante, 
lb) See the oases cited in note (0, p. 293, ante. 

(cj See, e.p., B. v. Newton and Linwood v. Andrewe, note (<), p. 293, ante. 

(a) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet 0 . 52), s. 16 ; Companies (Winding op) 
Act, 1890 (53 ft 54 Viet 0 . 63), ss. 7 (6), 15 (1). As from May 1st, 1909. 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), ss. 147 (6), 224 (2) ; and 
see title Bankbuttoy and Inbolvxnot, Yol. IL, p. 351. 

(e) 2 Hawk. P. C., chap. 22, ss. 6—12 ; Biehopv. Willie (1749), 5 Bear. 83, n. 
It is a contempt for a solicitor to write a letter to a newspaper disenssiDg t& 
merits of pending proceedings in which he is engaged {Daw v. Eley (1868),lj. B. 
7 Eq. 49). And, generally, see title SouerroBa. 

(/) See the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 ft 33 Yict. o. 62), s. 4. and p. SOI. 
poet. 

' Seep. S06, poet. 

Solidtors Act, 1843 (6 ft 7 'Vict. o. 73), s. 31. 

, , SoUdtors Act, 1860 (23 ft 24 Yict o. 127), s. 26 ; As WAber (1892), 
Timee, 20th December, p. 14, col. 1 ; i2« Hall (1893), Timee, 12th May, 
p. 14, col. 2; Be Aineworth, Ex parte the Law Society, 0905] 2 E. B. 103; 
and see SoKdtors Act, 1843 (6 ft 7 Yict. c. 73), s. 32 ; 2 Hawk. P. 0., chap. 22, 
^ 9. See aim title Souoitobs. A law stationer who lodged a caveat m the 
Probate B^;istry on behalf of country mlidtors was held not goilfy cl contempt 
{Be Ponton, 0201] P. 239). As to the primn treatment of an offender com* 
nuttedunder s. 32 of the Solidtors Act, 1843, see p. 319, pod. 

(t) Aberoromlrie y. Jordan, (1881), 8 ^ E D. 187, 0. A 
(0 Be abamone (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 348. 
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631. A receiver who fails to perform his duties may be com- Sect. 2. 

mitted or attached (m). A receiver is a person acting in a Criminal 
fiduciary capacity, and is, therefore, liable to imprisonment for Contempt, 
failing to pay money due from him as receiver (n). Eeoeiyers and 

A sequestrator may be committed for an abuse of his powers (o). aequestraton, 

632. A sheriff, under-sheriff, bailiff, or sheriff’s officer, guilty of Sheriffs and 
certain offences in the execution of his office, is punishable upon 
summary application, as for contempt (p). To constitute such an 
offence, there must be 7nens rea(q), and no person is answerable in 

respect thereof for the act of another (?*), A sheriff who fails to 
return a writ of attachment, or bring in the body pursuant to 
notice, is liable to committal (s). 

633* Inasmuch as counsel, though not officers of the court, Counsel 
have a special privilege to practise the law, they are punishable 
summarily for any ill practice (a). 


(tji) Jie Beirs Estate, Foster v. 1(1870), L. E. 9 Eq. 172; Mr. Eegistrar 
Layie’s Memorandum, [1893] 1 Ch. 259, n. 

(n) Under the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 62), s. 4 (3) ; Re Oent^ 
QenUDavis v. Harris (1888), 40 Oh. 1). 190. 

(o) Pdham {Lord) v. Harley {Lord) (18th century), 3 Swan. 291, n. See also 
Sywa V. Dyson, [1870] W. N. 81. An officer of the court who wrongfully seizes 
property cannot be dispossessed hrevi manu {Ex parte Page (1810), 17 Ves. 
at p. 61). 

(n) Sheriffs Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Viet. c. 55), s. 29. The offences are — with- 
holding a prisoner bailable after he has offered sufficient security ; taking or 
demanding any mone.y or reward other than the statutory fees; granting a 
warrant for the execution of a writ before receiving the writ ; being guilty of 
any offence against or breach of the proyisions of the Act, or of any wrongful 
act or neglect or default in the execution of his office, or of any contempt of any 
superior oourt (ibid., s. 29 (2)). The object of these provisions is to keep 
sheriffs within tne exact limits of their duties, to compel them to be careful and 
intelligent in the performance of those duties, and to make a want of care in 
itself an offence ; but a mere innocent mistime does not make the person 
who commits it an offender within the meaning of s. 29 (2) {Lee y. Dangar, 
Grant db Co., [1892] 2 Q. B. 337, 0. A.). S. 29 of the Act, oeing penal, is not 
to be constmed favourably to the party seeking to enforce the penalty {Wool- 
ford^B Estate ^Wustee) v. Zeyy,p892] 1 Q. B. 772, 0. A., per Lord Esmui, M.E., 
at p. 780). For instances of sheriffs being fined for contempt of a superior court, 
see Re the Sheriff of Surrey (1860), 2 F. & F. 234, 236; Re Tichoome (1892), 
Times, 7th December, p. 6, col. 6. 

(j) Leey. Dangar, Grant db Co., supra; Shoppee y. Nathan dk Co., [1892] 1 
Q. B. 245 ; and see Dodington y. lluason (1824), 8 Moore (o. r.), 510. 

(r) Bagge y. Whitehead, [1892] 2 Q. B. 356, 0. A. ; and see Lee y. Dangar^ 
Grant dt Co., supra, and Shoppee y. Nathan, supra. 

(6) B. 8. 0., Ord. 62, r. 11. 

^a) 2 Hawk. F. 0., 8th ed., chap. 22, s. 30. imd see, further, title B arbistees, 
Yol. n., pp. 386, 386. The following are instances in whidi counsel haye been 

E 'shed or censured : for signing a prolix, friyolous, or scandalous pleading 
n. (1603), Oary, 38 ; Hickman y. Clarhe (1616), 2 Fowler, Exchequer 
tics, 407 ; Emerson y. Dalison (1660), Sanders, Chancery Orders, 292 — 293 ; 
EvereU y. Williams (1726), 2 Pothier on Obligations by Eyans, 8, n. (see, 
as to this case, note(f), p. 2^3, ante) ; RichardsonY. Sutton (1728), Oooke» Ft. Oas. 
61^ ; for scandalising iho King or ^ government in argiunent before the oourt 
^ylWs OoH (1609), 12 Oo. Eep. 41 (as to this case, see farther FuIler^sQhurdh 
History, book 10, s. 3, pars. 29, 30)) ; for openly accusing the judges of oppres- 
sion (AmUiip's Case (1680). T. Bjejm. 376) ; for contnving an iniauthoriii ed 
marriage of a ward of ooun {MitcheOfs Case (17^^)» 2 Atk. 173); lor 
H.L.— ViL 
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Criminal 
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684. Jurors are liable to be fined summarily for not attending 
when summoned, for not answering to their names, for not 
appearing after being called, or for withdrawing after appear- 
ance {b). Jurors are liable to attachment for contempt for refusing 
to be sworn, for refusing to give any verdict at all, for imposing on 
the court, as by hustling hwpence in a hat to determine their 
verdict (c), or for separating before giving a verdict (d). 

Any juror wilfully or corruptly consenting to embracery may be 
proceeded against by indictment or information and be punished 
by fine or imprisonment (e). 

635. Exaction or extortion by a gaoler or his officer may be 
punished summarily by attachment (/). 

A gaoler who refuses to receive a prisoner committed by the 
High Court sitting in Bankruptcy is liable for every refusal to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds (g). 

636. Judges of inferior courts are punishable by attachment 
for acting unjustly, oppressively, or irregularly, in the execution 
of their duty, or for disobeying writs issued by the High Court 
requiring them to proceed or not to proceed in matters before 
them (/(), but a great part of this jurisdiction is virtually super- 
seded by modern statutes giving the Lord Chancellor power to 
remove a judge of an inferior court for inability or misbehaviour (t). 

Sub-Seot. 8. — Contempt of Inferior Courts. 

637. The King’s Bench Division has a general superintendence 
over dl crimes whatsoever (fc), and watches over the proceedings of 


a jur^an {Ex parte Pater (1864), 5 B. & S. 299) ; for addressing a letter to the 
duef justice of a colony reflecting on the judges {Be Wallace (1866), L. B. 1 
P, 0. 283) ; for wilfully deceiving the couit (Linwood v. Andrews and Moore 
(1888), 68 L. T. 612). And see title Barristers, Yol. n., p. 385. 

(6) See Juries Act, 1825 (6 Oeo. 4, c. 50), ss. 38, 61, 53 — 55; Juries 
Aot, 1862 (26 A 26 Yict. c. 107), s. 12 ; Municipal Oorporations Act, 1882 
(46 ft 46 Yict. c. 60), s. 186 (7), (8). See also 2 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed., chap. 22, 


•.14. 

(c) 2 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed., diap. 22, ss. 15 — 17 ; Langdell v. Sutton (1737), 
Banes, 32. 

(d) See B. v. Macrae (1892), Times, 19th November, where a juryman 
separated himself from his companions and conversed with other persons ; R v. 
Bhoder (1894), Times, 12th February, p. 6, col. 6, where a juryman was seized 
with sic^ess and ruined out of court. 

(e) Juries Act, 1826 (6 Oeo. 4, c, 60), s. 61. As to embracery, see 
p. 291, ante. See also title Juries. 

(/) Debtors Imprisonment Act, 1758 (32 Geo. 2, c. 28), s. 11. 

(a) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 ft 47 Yict c. 52),“ «. 120. 

(A) 2 Hawk. P. 0., 8th ed., chap. 22, ss. 26—29 ; 4 Bl. Com. 284 ; 27. y. Davies, 
[1906] 1 K. B. 32, at pp. 42 — 44. The j^urisdiction to issue attacWent in such 
cim IS assigned to the King’s Bench Division (Judicature Act, 1873 (36 ft 37 
Yict 0. 66), a 34). Munyean v. Wheatlev (1861), 6 Exch. 88, a writ of 
attachment israed aninst a county court judge for trying an action after a 
certiorari had issued, out, the contempt not being wilful, the attachment was 1o 
lie in tim office for a month to enable the J udge to comply with a second certiorari* 



262 ; Judicature Act, 1873 (36 ft 37 Yict c. 66), s. 84. 
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inferior courts, not only to prevent them from exceeding their juris* 8*>r. i. 
diction or otherwise acting contrary to law, but also to prevent Cibninal 
persons from interfering with the course of justice in such court8(l). Contempt 

The High Court will punish as contempt acts amoyinting to an 
interference with the course of justice in connection with an 
inquiry into a criminal offence pending before magistrates, even 
though it is uncertain whether the accused will, if committed, be 
sent for trial to the assizes or to quarter sessions (m). 

Sect. 3. — Contempt in Procedure* 

Sxm-SEOT. 1 . — In Oeneral. 

638 . Contempt in procedure (n) unaccompanied by circum* Untototional 
stances of misconduct, that is, mere unintentional disobedience to 
a judgment, order, or process, not falling within the exceptions 
specified in the Debtors Act, 1869 (o), is a contempt in theory only, 
and is not punished by imprisonment ^), but the respondent may 
be ordered to pay the costs of the application (q). 

In circumstances involving misconduct, contempt in procedure ^ere 
partakes to some extent of a criminal nature, and then bears a two- 
fold character, implying as between the parties to the proceedings 
merely a right to exercise and a liability to submit to a form of 
civil execution, but as between the party in default and the State, a 
penal or disciplinary jurisdiction, to be exercised by the court in 
the public interest (r). Misconduct of this kind consists in 
disobedience to such orders for the payment of money as are 
excepted from the general provisions of the Debtors Act, 1869, 
abolishing imprisonment for debt («), or in wilful disobedience to 

(J) R. V. Parke, [1903] 2 KB. 432, at p. 442 ; R* v. Davies, [1906] 1 K. B. 32, 
at p. 42. 

(m) Ihid* As to contempts of inferior courts pimisliable by those courts them- 
selves, see titles Coxjimr Courts ; Courts. 

(n) For definition, see p. 280, ante, 

(o) 82 &33 Viet. c. 62. See pp. 298, 301, 305, 318, post, 

\p) Shoppee v. Nathan, [1892] 1 Q. B. 245, at p. 252. Casual or occidental dis- 
obedience IS not sufficient ; there must be a contumacious disrerard of an order 
to justify imprisonment {Fairclough v. Manchester Ship Canal Co,, [1897] W. N. 

7, C. A . ; Meters, Ltd* v. Metropolitan Gas Meters, Ltd, (1907), 51 Sol. do. 499. 

And see Bullen v. Ovey (1809), 16 Yes. 141 ; Leonard v. Attwell u810), 17 Ves. 885, 
at p. 386; Dodington v. Hudson (1824), 8 Moore (c. P.), 510 ; R. v. Russdl (Lard 
John) andFoonMauU (1839), 7 Dowl. 693, at p. 696). Where attachment is allowed 
to issue as a nrocess of civil execution the court will sometimes suspend the 
operation of the writ so as to give the party in default an opportunity of com- 
plying. If imder these cmcumstances he falls to comply, the contempt becomes 
wilful, and amounts to misconduct. An exception to the general rule may occur 
where the party allows an order for attechnjent to go by default, but he would 
obtain an immediate discharge from prison if his contempt were free from any 
element of misconduct. See the cases last cited In certa^ proceedings by 
the Crown attachment issues as of course, and the statement in the text does 
not apply. See title Crown Praotiob, and note (^, p. 307, pod. 

W See p. 317, post, 

(r) See the remarks of IiupLEY, L. J., in Seaward v. Paterson, [1897] 1 Ch. 545, 

0. A., at pp. 555, 556. This distinction in ^ntempts has an imporWt bearing 
upon the mode of execution of process, privilege from arrest, and the right to 
appeal. See pp. 818 et seq., post* 

(s) See Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 62), s. 4. The following oases 
show that the object of this section is punitive or disciplinary : — MidaUiton r* 
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bbot. *. any order or process, or in the breach of an undertaking given to 
Contempt in the court (0> 

SuB-SaoT. Z—DitMiienee to Orden for the Payment of Money, 

639 . A judgment or order directing a person to pay money to 
Order for gnother person or into court (o) within a limited time can he 

“ enforced, subject to the Debtors Act, 1869 (6), by a writ of attach- 

ment issuing under the penal jurisdiction of the court, pursuant to 
the last-mentioned Act and the Buies of the Supreme Court (c). 

When the judgment is that the plaintiff do recover against the 
defendant a sum of money, it cannot be enforced by attachment, 
even though the debt be within one of the exceptions in s. 4 of 
the Debtors Act, 1869 (d). 


Chichester (1871), 6 Ch. App. 162 ; Marria v. Ingram (1879), 13 Oh. D. 838 ; Be 
Freston (1883), 11 ^ B. D. 646, 0. A. ; Re Oent^ Gent-Davia v. Harria (1888), 40 
Oh. D. 190 ; Re Orey^ [1892] 2 ^ B. 440, 0. A. ; Re Smith, ilanda v. 
Andrewa, [1893] 2 Oh. 1, 0. A. ; Re Edgcome, Ex •parte Edgame, [1902] 2 K, B. 
403, 0. A. ; ChurcKa Trustee v. Hibbard, [1902] 2 Oh. 784, 0. A. An order for 
committal under 8. 6 of this Act is also of a penal nature {Mitchell v. Simpaon 
(1889), 23 a B. D. 373 ; (1890) 25 a B. D. 183, 0. A. ; Bailey y. Plant, [190!] 
1 K. B. at p. 33, 0. A. ; Edgeome^ ^ parte Edgcome, aupra, at p. 410). As to 
the jurisdiction exercised under s. 6, see title BjLKKRUFror akb iNSOLVEKCfY, 
Vol. H., p. 338. 

(i) A mstinction has been drawn between process of contempt to enforce 
payment of a debt and the like process to enforce obedience to an order when 
the object is not the recoyery of a debt (Re M^JVilliama (1803), 1 Sch. & Lef. at 

L 174*, cited in Re Freaton, aupra, at p. 563, 0. A.) ; but it is submitted that, 
yin^ regard to the Debtors Acts and B. S. 0., Ord. 44, the more material 
questmn now is whether or not misconduct is to be imputed to the person 
who disobeys the order, be it to pay a debt, or to do some other act, or to 
abstain from doing any tl^g. 

(a) An order for payment of money into court differs from an order for pay- 
ment to a person, in &at the former does not necessarily imply the existence of 
a debt and cannot be enforced by the ordinary writs of execution, such as afi. fa. 
Payment into court may be ordered for security or for the safety of the fund 
(Re Greer, Napper y. Fanahawe, [1895] 2 Ch. 217, 220 ; Be la Pole (Lady) y. Dick 
(1885), 29 Ch.I). 351, 0. A. See also Bates y. Bates (1888), 14 P. D. 17, C. A. ; 
out see Clarke y. Clarke, [1891] P. 278 ; and Hutchinson y. Hartmont, [1877] 
W. N. 29). The effect of these decisions seems to be — (1) that an order for 
payment into court where the payment is not in respect of a debt is not affected 
by the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 62), and may be enforced by 
attachment, like an order to do an act other tlmn to pay money (see B. S. C., 
Ord. 42, r. 7) ; (2) that an order for payment into court where the pajrment is 
in respect of a ^ot is goyemed by s. 4 of the Debtors Act, 1869, ana cannot be 
enforced by attachment unless the payment is within sub-ss. 3 or 4 of s. 4. 
See also title Bakkbxjptoy azo) iNSonvENor, Yol. II., at pp. 337, 338. 

(b) 32 A 33 Yict c. 62. See s. 4. As to Grown debts, see note (<f), p. 302, post, 

[c) See B. S. 0., Ord. 42, rr. 3, 4, 24 ; Ord. 44. 

(d) Re Oddy, Major y. Harness, [1906] 1 Ch. 93, C. A. ; and see Drewitt y. 
Edwards (1877), 26 W. B. 122, 0. A.; Huloert and Orowey. Cathcart, [1894] 1 Q. B. 
244. The direction to pay was the old chancery form ; the direction that the 
plaintifl do recover was the common law ionn. Dtsobedienoe to a decree of the 
Court of Chancery was a contempt; at common law before the Debtors Act 1869, 
imprisonment of a debtor as a means of enforcing a judgment for the recoyery 
of money was in effect the detention of his person as security for the debt szid 
no contempt was implied. Originally the jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery 
was in personam only, and the attempt to enforce its decrees in rem by seques- 
tration was opposed the common law judges to the extent of holding that if 
sequestrators were resisted and killed it was no murder, butied^enc^cfoTOilbert 
Forum Bomanum. 18 ; Elwayfs Ca6e(1023), cited 3 Swan. 280, n.). When urn juris- 
diction in rem had bem establidxed oy the Ckurrt of Chancery, attachment of the 
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640. Default by a trustee or person acting in a fiduciary Beot.s. 
capacity and ordered by the High Court ol Justice (/) to pay Contempt la 
any sum in his possession or under his control, is punishable by Procedure, 
attochment and imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year (^), Tnutees and 
but the court has a discretion to refuse the attachment (/^). persons in 

It must be proved that the money has been actually, and not 
merely constructively, received by the accounting party (t) ; it is 
not sufficient that he has been guilty of neglect in not getting it 
in (k) ; but he will be treated as having in his possession money 
which he is proved to have received, but has never discharged 
himself of, although it is not in his possession at the time the 
order is made (Z) ; and an executor will not escape liability to 
attachment by realising his own estate and paying his own 
creditors with the object of evading his indebtedness as executor (m). 

debtor’s oerson to enforce a decree for the payment of money was no satisfaction 
of the debt, but a step towards the process of sequestration which mi^ht issue 
against his property while he remained in prison (Braithwaite’s Practice, 239 ; 

Bamesly v. Bowel (1747), 2 Dick. 130; Roberts v. Ball (1855), 3 Sm. & G. 168 ; and 
see O'Brien v. Lewis (1863\ 4 Gift. 896). At common law a judgment for the 
recovery of a debt might oe enforced by imprisonment as an Stemative to 
seizing the debtor’s property, but if the former remedy were adopted the right 
to enforce the judgment against the property was gone {Foster v. Jackson (1614), 

Hob. 59 ; Kinsey v. Yardley (1753), 2 Dick. 265 ; Roberts v. Ball, supra, at p. 170 ; 
and see the Judgments Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Yict. c. 110), s. 16). 

(e) The following have been held to be persons acting in a fiduciary capacity 
within s. 4 (3) of the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 62): — An a^nt who 
received bills in order to discount them and pay the proceeds to the owner 
{Hutchinson v. Eartmont, [1877] W. N. 29) ; an auctioneer {Growther v. Elgood 
(1887), 34 Ch. D. 691, 0. A.) ; a London agent for a country solicitor {Litchfield 
V. Jones (1887), 36 Ch. D. 530) ; a receiver {Be Qent, QenUDavis v. Harris (1888), 

40 Oh. D. 190). 

(/) Harris v. Ingram (1879), 13 Ch. D, 338. It is not essential that the 
order for payment should show that the amount is ordered to be paid by the 
accounting party in a fiduciary capacity. The court will inquire into the facts 
upon an application for attachment {Brewster v. Prior (1887), 3 T. L. E. 590 ; 

Harper v. McIntyre (^1908), 52 Sol, Jo. 533). If an arrangement is made by 
which the terms of ^e order for payment are altered the right to enforce it by 
attachment may be lost {Harvey v. Hcdl (1873), L. R 16 Eq. 324). 

{g) Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 62), s. 4. The Act, wnile abolishing 
imprisonment for debt in the case of an honest debtor, is at the same time 
intended for the punishment of a fraudulent or dishonest debtor, and is in that 
sense vindictive {JJarris v. Ingram, supra ; and see Middleton v. Chichester (1871), 

6 Ch. App. 152, C. A. ; iZs Freston (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 545, C. A. ; Re Knowles^ 

Doodsor^ V. Turner (1883), 52 L. J. (on.) 685 ; Growther y . Elgood (1887), 34 Ch. D. 

691, C. A. ; Re Qent, Qent-Davis v. Harris, supra ; Re Smith, Hands v. 

Andrews, [1893] 2 Ch. 1, C. A. ; Re Edgeome, Ex parte Edgeome, [1902] 2 K. B. 

403, C. A. ; ChurcEs Trustee v. Hibbard, [1902] 2 Ch. 784, 0. A. See contra, 

Barrett v. Hammond (1879), 10 Oh. D. 285; Holroyde v. Garnett (1882), 20 
Oh. D. 532). 

(/i) Debtors Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 54;. Before the passing of this Act 
the court was bound to order imprisonment when the application was within 
ss. 3 or 4 of the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 62) (Harris v. Ingram (1879), 13 
Oh. D. 338, at p. 343 ; see also Barlee v. Barlee (1822), 1 Add. 301, at pp. 304, 306). 

(f) Re Fewster, Herdman y. Fewster, [1901] 1 Oh. 447. A master^s c^rt^oate 
finding a balance due is not by itself sufficient (Re Wilkins, Emsley y. Wilkins, 

[1901 JW. N. 202). 

(^) Ferguson y. Ferguson (1875), 10 Oh. App. 661, 0. A. ; Smith, Hands 
y. Andrews, supra. 

(Q Middleton y. Chichester (1871), 6 Oh. App. 152, 0. A. 

(m) Be Bourns, Davey y. Bourne, [1906] 1 Ch. 697, 0. A. 
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SWT. 8. Bankruptcy will not relieve a defaulting trustee from liability to 

Contempt in attachment (n). ^ 

Fxooedore. It is not open to a person who has faued to pay into court a sum 
— ordered to be so paid by him as trustee, which sum by a previous 
order he has admitted to be in his hands, to contend that in fact 
he was a mere debtor and has been only constituted a trustee by 
the earlier order (o). 

It is not necessary to prove fraud to render a person liable to 
attachment as a trustee or person acting in a fiduciary capacity (p). 

A married woman is liable to attachment for failing to obey an 
order to pay into court money in her hands as legal personal 
representative (q). 

An administrator under a grant which has been called in, 
who has been ordered to pay money to an administrator pendente 
lite (r), and a husband, respondent in a divorce suit, ordered to pay 
money by way of security for the petitioner’s costs (s), are liable to 
attachment in default. 

It has been said, but, it is submitted, erroneously, that default by 
a trustee in transferring stock pursuant to an order is within the 
third exception in s. 4 of the Debtors Act, 1869 (t). 

The following have been held not to be defaults involving a 
liabfiiiy to attachment : — failure by an executrix to obey an order for 
payment into court of “ the proceeds of the testator’s estate, the 
amount to be verified by affidavit ” (a) ; failure by an executor to 
pay a debt due from him to the testator, it not being alleged that 
he has misappropriated any money come to his hands as executor (6) ; 
failure by a trustee to pay into court a specified sum, being the 


(n) Be Smith, Handt v. Andrewe, [18931 2 Oh. 1, 0. A. ; Letvea {Earl) v. Barnett 
(1877), 6 C9i. D. 252, 0. A. ; and see Be Maekintoeh (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 235. 

(o) Proton V. EtheringUm, Etherington v. Preston (1887), 37 .Oh. D. 104, 0. A 


(jp) Ibid. 

(9) Be Turnbtdl, TurnbuU v. Niidiolas, [1900] 1 Oh. 180. The order does not 
create a debt, and should not direct payment out of the married woman’s separate 
estate, but it seems that where an oraer is made to oomml a married woman to 
make good a loss occasioned bj devastavit or breach of trust the order ought 
to be in the form settled in Scott v. Morley (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 120, 0. A {ibid.). 

(r) Tinnuehi v. Smart (1885), 10 P. D. IM. 

(«) Bates V. Bates (1888), 14 P. D. 17, 0. A; Shine v. Shine, [18931 P. 289. 
But where the husbi^ was petitioner the court refused to grant attachment 
{darker. 0/arte, [1891] P. 278). 

{t) Oswald on Contempt, 2Bd ed., 119 ; Morgan, Chancery Acts and Orders, 
6th ed., 189. The authority cited is Digbg v. Tamer (1873), 21 W. B. 471 ; 28 
L. T. 296, where JauBS, L.J., is repertra to have said that non>oomplianoe 
with such an order exposed the pa^ to the terms of the general order of 
January, 1870, r. 7. It appears from me report of this case m [1878] W. N. 
65, that the judge did not refer to r. 7, hut to the order generalty, and this 
report is probably correct, for independently of r. 7 a person could be attached 
for not transferring sto^ pursuant to an order, just as he could be for 
failing to do any act other than the payment of money. See r. 6 of the same 
gweial order (5 Ob. App. xixiii). For s. 4 of the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 ft 33 
Viet. 0. 62), and the exceptions imerred to in the text, see title Banzbufiot 
iira> Ikbolvbkoy, VoL IL, at p. 838. 

(o) Be Smeer, Spieer r. Bpker, [18811 W. N. 85. 

(5) Be Woodward, Woodward r. Wooatvard (1886), 80 60L Jo. 758 ; but seeus 
if the debt were due from the executor in a fiduciary character to &e testator 
(Be Hiekeg, Bickeg r. Colmer (1886), 35 W. B. 58). 
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value at the date of the order of bonds which he has previously 
sold for a less sum (c) ; failure bj an executor to pay interest with 
which he has been charged by the court in respect of a debt 
ordered to be pud by him in that capacity (d) ; failure by a trustee 
to pay a debt incurred in carrying on a testator’s business (e ) ; 
failure to pay a sum received from a bankrupt by way of fraudulent 
preference (/) ; failure by a partner to pay to a receiver a sum 
received on account of the partnership (g) ; failure to pay the costs 
of contempt {h) ; failure by a solicitor, afterwards appointed a 
trustee, to repay a sum received by him as commission on effecting 
policies on the life of his client (i ) ; failure to pay maintenance 
pursuant to an order by consent embodied in a final decree for 
dissolution of marriage {k), 

641. Default by a solicitor in payment of costs when ordered to pay 
them for professional misconduct, or in payment of a sum of money 
when ordered to pay the same in his character of an officer of the 
court making the order, is punishable by attachment and imprison* 
ment for a term not exceeding one year (Q, but the court has a 
discretion to refuse the attachment (m). In these cases the contempt 
consists in the breach of duty by the solicitor in his office, as distinct 
from his legal liability to pay, and a common law judgment for the 
recovery of the amount due is no bar to a subsequent proceeding 
for payment under the disciplinary jurisdiction (n). 

The following are contempts of this description : default in pay- 
ment of a balance due under the common order to tax and ordered 
to be paid to the client (o), even though the defaulter has ceased to 
be a solicitor (p ) ; default in payment of costs of an action brought 
without authority (q) ; default in payment of debt or costs when we 
solicitor is ordered to pay a sum of money with costs in his 
character of solicitor (r). Acceptance of part of a sum ordered to 


(c) Cronin y. Twinherrow, [1837] W. N. 201 ; and see Be Walker, Walker y. 
Walker (1890), 38 W. E. 766. 

(d) Middleton y, Chichester (1871), 6 Ch. App. 152, C. A. 

T. Ccltner (1886), 33 W. K. 63. 

i e) Re Firmin, London and Comdy Banking Co. v. Firmin (1887), 67 L. T. 45. 
f) Re Chapman and Shaw, Ex parte Wood (1872), 21 W. E. 71. 
f) Piddocke y. Burt, [1894] 1 On. 343. 

^) Re Hind, Ex parte Sharp (1877), 37 L. T. 168 ; Jackson y. Mawby (1876), 
h. D. 86 ; Micklethwaite y, Fletcher (1879), 27 W. E. 793 ; TUney y. Stansfeld 
(1880), 28 W. E. 582 ; Re Oreer, Napper y, Fanshawe, [1895] 2 (3i. at p. 222. 
As to the costs on an order for discharge £rom custody, see p. 324, post. 

(i) Re Berwick {Lord), Berwick {Lord) y. Lane (1900), 81 L. T. 722, 797, 0. A. 
ik) Be Lossy y. Be Lossy (1890), 15 P. D. 115. 

(1) Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 62), s. 4 (4). The same principles 
apply as in the case of a defaulting trustee. »ee note (g), p. 299, ante. 

(m) Debtors Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Tict. o. 64). 

(n) Re Grey, [1892] 2 Q. B. 440, 0. A. ; and see ifc Wray (a Solvdtor) 
(1887), 36 Oh. D. 138, 0. A. ; Be Edye (1891), 39 W. E. 198 ; Be Simes, Sitnee 
y. 2?e«;5«f^l890), 38 W. E. 570. 

(o) Re mUe {a Solicitor) (1870), 19 W. E. 39 ; Re Budley (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 

44, 0. A. 

{p) Be Btremg (te86), 32 Oh. D^ 342, 0. A^ 


Re Hickey, Hickey 


Jenkynty. Fi „ , _ 

(rj Sea Sdieitor, [18§5j 2 


ly (1872), L. E. 7 0. P. 858. 
Oh. 66. 
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Sjsot. 8. 
Contempt in 
Procedure. 


Crown debts. 


Disobedience 
to orders 
other than for 
the payment 
of money. 


be paid is not a waiver so as to preclude subsequent attachment 
upon a writ issued previously to such acceptance (a). 

Payment of costs by a solicitor as an unsuccessful litigant is not 
enforceable by attachment (b). 

A person acting as a solicitor, though unqualified, is liable to 
attachment for default in payment in the same manner as he would 
have been if qualified (c). 

642 . The payment of Grown debts may be enforced by 
attachment id). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Disobedience to Orders other than for the Payment of Money ^ 

and to other Process. 

648 . Wilful disobedience to a judgment or order requiring a 
person to do any act other than the payment of money, 
or to abstain from doing anything, is a contempt of court 
punishable by attachment or committal (e). Thus, a party 
who fails to comply with an order to answer interrogatories, or for 
discovery, or for inspection of documents, is liable to attachment (/), 

(а) Be Fereday^ [1895] 2 Ch. 437. 

(б) Re Hope (1 872) , 7 Ch. App. 523, C. A. ; Farley v. Buckler (1893), Timest 
30th October. Whether a solicitor ordered to repay part of nis CQsta 
because, haying regard to the amount of assets, the taxation should have been 
on a lower scale, and also ordered to pay the costs of the application, can be 
attached in default of pa 3 niient of the latter costs, queers {Be Apeltf Ex parte 
Byrne (1889), 6 Morr. 102). 

(c) Be Halm and Lewis, [1892] 2 Q. B. 261. 

{d) The Crown not being named in the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 62), 
is not bound thereby (A. -(7. v. Edmunds (1870), 22 L. T. 667 ; Re Smith (1876), 

2 Ex. D. 47). As to committal under s. 5 of the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 
Viet. c. 62), see title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 338. 

(e) E. S. C., Ord. 42, rr. 7, 24 ; and see p. 297, ante, in the Court of 
Chancery a man was attached for neglecting to do an act ordered to be done 
and committed for doing a prohibited act {Callow v. Young (1887), 56 L. J. 
(cii.) 690 ; and see Practical Eegister in Chancery (1714), p. 100). Attach- 
ment and committal are now alternative remedies, whether the order to be 
enforced is mandatory or prohibitory ^arvey v. Harvey (1884), 26 Ch. D. 
at p. 654 ; D, v. A. Co., [1900] 1 Oh. at p. 488). Committal as distin- 
guished from attachment is di^uss^ under Fai-t II., sect. 1, p. 307, post. As 
to what amounts to wilful disobedience, see Dodington v. Hudson (1824), 8 
Moore (c. F.), 510 ; Re Bennetts, Ex parte Malachy (1834), 1 Mont. & A. 
257 ; jB. V. Hemsworth (1846), 3 C. B. 745 ; Harding v. Tingey (1864), 12 
W. E. 684 ; Spokes v. Banbury Board of Health (1865), L. E. 1 ]^. 42 ; Bantzen 
V. Rothschild (1865), 14 W. E, 96 ; Harvey v. Harvey (1884), 26 Ch. D. at p. 654 ; 
Lewis v. Pontypridd^ Caerphilly and Newport Bail. Co. (189^ 11 T. L. E. 
203, 0. A.; Fairdough v. Manchester Ship Canal Oo.^ [1897] W. N. 7, 0. A. ; 
B. V. Leices!ter Guardians {IB99), 81 L. T. 559; D.y. A. ds Co.^ [1900] 1 Oh. at 
p. 488 ; B. Y. Worcester Corporation (1904), 68 J. P. 130; Same v. Same (1905), 

3 L. G. E. 468 ; OoaJtleu v. Jones (1906), 50 Sol. Jo. 724. See also R. y. Days, 
[1908] 2 K. B. 333, where the disobedience was held to be not wilful; but 
the attachment was to lie in the office, and only issue if the disobedience 
were persisted in and so became wilful. Disobedience to a prohibitory order is 
not always wilful, and when it is not the court will suspend the operation of the 
order for a time (A.-G. v. Oolney Hatch Lunatic Asylum (1868), 4 Oh. App 146 ; 
and see Day y. Longhurst (1893), 62 L. J. (OH.) 334T. 

(/) E. o. 0., Ord. 31, r. 21. This is in fact disoDedience to an order requiring 
a person to do an act. Compare Ord. 42, rr. 7, 24. Astothermhtofaplaiutiilto 
attach his co-plaintiff for miling to comply with an order for SaacoYeij obtained 
by the defendant, see Seal and Edgdow Kingstont [1908] 2 E. B. 679| 0. A< 
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bat attachment will issue only where the failure to comply is 
wilful (g). 

Any judgment or order against a corporation which is wilfully 
disobeyed may by leave of the court be enforced by attachment 
against the directors or other officers thereof (/t). 

Failure to comply with an award of arbitration made on a 
submission in writing is a contempt of court, and may be punished 
by attachment in certain cases («)• 

If a mandamus or mandatory order be not complied with, the court 
may, besides or instead of proceedings for contempt, direct the act 
to be done by some person appointed for that purpose {k). 

644. A person not a party to a cause or matter, who obtains an 
order or in whose favour an order is made, is entitled to enforce 
obedience to it by the same process as if he were a party ; and a 
person not a party against whom any judgment or order may be 
enforced is liable to the same process for enforcing obedience to it 
as H he were a party (1). 

646. The fact that an order ought not to have been made is not 
a sufficient excuse for disobeying it. The party aggrieved should 
apply to the court for relief (m). Upon an application to enforce 
an order irregularly made the court will give the respondent the 
benefit of the fact that the order is irregular (n). 

646. A judgment for the recovery of property other than land or 
money may be enforced by attachment (o). 

647. Failure to attend under a suhpcena ad testificandum or a 
subpoena duces tecum^ if wilful, is punishable by attachment (p), 
which should be applied for at the earliest opportunity ( 2 ). A clear 
case must be shown (?•), and full conduct money must have been 


{g) See note (e), p. 302, ante; and see Wdson y. Eaffaloviich (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 
663, 0. A., at p. 661 ; Gay v. Hancock (1887), 66 L. T. 726. 

(A) E. S. 0., Ord. 42, r. 31. As to what is wilful disobedience, see note (e), 
p. 302, ante, 

i t) See title Arbitration, Vol. I., p. 474. 
k) E. S. 0., Ord. 42, r. 30. 

Q Ihid.y r. 26. 

m) Woodward v. Lincoln {Earl) (1674), 3 Swan. 626 ; JDrewry y. Thacker (1819), 
iwan. 629, atp. 646 ; Fenninga y. Humphrey (1841), 4 Beay. 1 ; Blake y. Blike 
(1844), 7 Beay. 614 ; Chuck y, Cremer (1846), 2 Ph. 113. 
fn) Drewry y, Thacker^ aupra, 

[o) E. S. 0., Old. 42, r. 6. In practice a judgment in this form is neyer 
enforced by attachment. If sudii a mode of procedure is ayailable it would 
seem to inyolye the necessi^ for an order to deliyer the property within a 
specified time before the application for attachment is made (Ord. 41, r. 6). 

ip) 4 Bl. Com. 284 ; ScMea y. Hilton (1842), 10 M. & W. 16 ; E. y. EuaseS 
(Lord John) and Fox Maule (1839), 7 Dowl. at p. 696 ; Jackaon v. S«wer{1844h 
2 Dow. A I 4 . 13 ; E. y. Bat/e, [19083 2 E. B. 333 (as to wUch, see note (e), 

L 802, ante\ Attachment was refus^ where the witness had been excused 
>m attenoinff by the solicitor for the party on whose bdialt the subpoena was 
issued (Farra^y. Eenf (1838), 6 Dowl. 470 ; E. v. Bloman (1832), 1 Dowl. 61^. 
Illness is a sufBcient excuse for non-attendance (Be Jacoba (1835), 1 Har. A W. 
123). The King’s Bench Diyision has an iidierent juxismction to set aside a 
auhpcana ad test,(R. y. Bainea^ [1909] 1 K. B. 268). As to other contempts by a 
wimess, see p. 283, on^e. 
fg) E. T. Stretch (1836), 4 DowL 30. 

(r) Horne y.SmifA(18i6),6 Taunt. 9 ; Gardens. Oreaewdl(\%Vl), 2 M.&W. 319 
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Sbot. 8. tendered with the subpoena («). It is a oontempt for a witness not 
Contempt in to attend even though the cause is not called on (t), and a witness is 
Frooednre. liable to attachment though not called, if it is shown that bj reason 
— of hie absence he could not have api^red if called (a). A witness 
must bring with him documents specified in a aubpoma ducea teevm, 
even though he is not bound to produce them (6). 

Attendance Witnesses may by order be subi) 08 naed to attend before an official 
i^ore offl<»re qj. gpecial referee or before an arbitrator or umpire (c). Any party 
of the oonr . ^ cause may subpoena a witness to attend before an officer of the 

court or other person appointed to take the examination of wit- 
nesses ; and upon a cer^cate of the examiner that a witness has 
refused to attend, or to be sworn, or to answer, an order may be 
made directing him to comply (d), and wilful disobedience to such 
order by the witness is a contempt (e). Witnesses summoned to 
attend before a Chancery master are liable in default to process of 
contempt in like manner as witnesses are liable thereto in case of 
disobedience to any order of the court, or in case of default in 
attendance in pursuance of any order of the court or of any writ of 
avbpoena ad teatijicandum (/). An order of a master in lunacy for the 
attendance of an alleged lunatic for examination may be enforced 
in the same way as an order of a jud^e of the High Court (g). 

Attachment will issue for disobedience to a subpoena to name 
a solicitor in the place of one who is dead or disqualified (h). 

UcAea* 648. Attachment will issue for disobedience to a writ of haheaa 

eorjmt. eorpiu by the person to whom it is directed (i). 

Bankruptcy. 649. Analogous to contempt by wilful disobedience to a judgment, 
order, or process, are certain defaults declared to be contempts by 


(«) Fuller V. Prentice (1788), 1 Hj. Bl. 49 ; Brocae v. Lloyd (1856), 23 Beay. 
129 ; lie Working Meiie Mutual Society (1882), 21 Oh. D. 831. Objection to 
the insufficiency of conduct money should he taken at the time of service {Ooff 
V. Millt (1844), 13 L. J. (Q. B.) 227 ; Dixon y. Lee (1834), 1 Or. M. & E. 646). 
Failure to attend for cross-examination pursuant to an order will not he 
punished hy attachment where conduct money has not been tendered {In ike 
Estate of Harvey, [1907] F. 239 ; Townend y. Toumend (1905), 93 L. T. 680). 

(t) Barrow y. Humphreye (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 598. 

(a) Dixon y. Lee, evpra; Ooffy. MiUe, eupra. 

e B. y. Carey (1845), 2 New Sess. Oas. 105. 

Arbitration Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Yict. c. 49), s. 18. 

B. S. 0., Ord. 37, rr. 1^ 20. An order for attachment of a witness 
summoned to attend before an officer of the court can only be made by the court 
itself. See p. 315, poet. 

(e) B. S. 0., Old. 37, r. 8 ; Stuart y. Balkie Co. (1884), 53 L. J. (oH.) 791 ; 
Carew y. Careic, [1891] P. 360 ; Shurroek y. Lillie (1888), 4 T. L. B. 355. 

(/) B. 8. 0., Ord. 55, rr. 16, 17. For form of Ohanoery master’s summons 
for the attendance of a witness, see ibid., r. 24, and Form 1 in Appendix L 
to the B. S. 0. To enforce attendance under tliis summons an order for the 
witness to attend must be obtained under Ord. 37, r. 13, followed in case of 
non-attendance by a motion for attachment (PowNi y. Nevitt (1887), 65 L. T. 728). 
(p) Lunacy Act, 1891 (64 ft 56 Viet. o. 66), s. 26(2). 

f ) See Daniell, Ohanoery Forms, 6th ed., p. 1041. 

Grown Office Buies, 1906, r. 221 ; Be Thompton, B. y. Woodward (1889), 
L. B. 666, 601. Where the original writ of haheaa eorpua was not served, 
but only copies, a rule niai for attachment was discharged {B. y. Bowe (1894), 11 
T. L. B. 29). And see title Cl^WK Pbaotioi. 
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the Bankraptojr Acts. A debtor who fails to attend the first Bxot.s. 

meeting of creditors and give information required, or to give an Contempt In 

inventory of his property and a list of creditors and debtors, or to Procedure. 

wait on the trustee, or to execute deeds etc., or to aid in the realise- — 

tion and distribution of his property, or to deliver possession of any 

part of his property, is guilty of contempt (k). Any treasurer or 

other officer or any banker, attorney, or agent of a bankrupt who 

fails to pay and deliver to the trustee any money and securities for 

which he is responsible, is guilty of contempt (f). Where default is 

made by a trustee, debtor, or other person, in obeying any order 

or direction of the Board of Trade or the Official Beceiver under 

any power conferred by the Bankruptcy Act, 1883, the court may 

order compliance, and may also make an immediate order for 

committal (m). Disobedience to an order of the court made on 

an application to enforce the provisions of a composition or scheme 

is a contempt (n), and a discharged bankrupt who fails to assist the 

trustee in realising and distributing such property as is vested in 

the trustee is guilty of contempt (o). 

Every person from whom the Charity Commissioners or their charity 
inspector is authorised to require any account or statement or Commia. 
answers to any questions or inquiries, or whose attendance the 
inspector is authorised to require, who refuses or wilfully neglects to 
render such account or statement, or to answer such questions or 
inquiries, or to attend in obedience to a lawful precept of the 
inspector, or to give evidence before him, or wilfully alters, destroys, 
withholds, or refuses to produce any document lawfully required 
to be produced before the inspector or the Commissioners, is deemed 
guilty of a contempt of court and is liable to be attached and 
committed by the High Court of Justice on summary application by 
the Commissioners ^). 


Sttb-Skot. 4 . — Breach of Undertaking, 

650. The breach of an undertaking given to the court by a Breach of 
person or corporation, pending proceedings, on the faith of wmch “overtaking, 
the court sanctions a particular course of action or inaction, is 
misconduct amounting to contempt. 

An undertaking to pay money to a person or into court, like an 
order for payment, can only be enforced by process leading to 
imprisonment, subject to the provisions of the Debtors Acts, 1869 
and 1878 (j). 


h) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62), a. 24. 

1) Ihid., a. 60 (6). 

,m) Ibid., a. 102 (6). 

Bankruptcy A<4 1890 (63 ft 64 Tiot. o. 71), a. 3 (14), 

0 ) Ibid., a. 9 {S). AndaectitleBASKBOTTOTANDlwaoLVENOT, VoLII., p. 267. 
p) Charitable Truata Act, 1853 (16 ft 17 Viet. o. 137), a. 14; Judicature Act, 
1878 (86 & 37 Viet. o. 66), a. 76 ; and aee 18 & 19 Viet, o. 124; aa. 6—9. Bor 
form of order adjudicating the contempt, aee Be Sir Bobert PeeFe School at 
Tamworth, Em parte Charity Oommietionere (1868), 3 Ch. App. 643; Be Oilehriet 
Edueationt^ Trad, [1896] 1 Oh. 867 ; and aee ti^ OHUtmBS, VbL IV., n. M2. 

to) 82 ft 33 Viet. o. 62, a. 4 ; 41 ft 42 VicA o. 64 ; Carter v. BoberU, [19031 2 
^. 812; BxukJ^. Orcaoford, [1893] 1 a B. 106; JSa iMundar, Launder r. 
Bicharde, [1908] W. N. 49. But aee note (o), p. 298, ante. It leema that the 
ooneot process u committal {D. t. A. ft Co., [1900] 1 Oh. 484). 
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Sect. 8. An undertaking to do any act other than the payment of money 
Contempt in or to abstain from doing anything is enforced by committal (r). 
Procedure. An undertaking given in court by a company cannot be enforced 
by attachment of the directors («). 

An undertaking given in court on behalf of a person without his 
knowledge and not communicated to him will not be enforced by 
process of contempt (t). 

Breach of Applying to Parliament for powers which involve contravening 
undertaking, gn undertaking given to the court does not amount to a contempt, 
but the parties should inform the court of their intention to apply 
to Parliament (it). 

A wife who molests her husband in breach of her undertaking to 
the court is liable to committal (a). 

A solicitor failing to enter an appearance in an action, or to put 
in bail in an Admiralty action in rem, in pursuance of his written 
undertaking, is liable to attachment (b), and only under very special 
circumstances will the court relieve a solicitor from his under- 
taking (e). In the same class may be included neglect of a solicitor, 
without reasonable cause, to give notice to his client of an order for 
interrogatories, discovery, or inspection, which renders the solicitor 
liable to attachment (d). 

^ A solicitor is liable to attachment for breach of any undertaking 
given by him in his capacity of an officer of the court (e), but not for an 
undertaking given in ^ private capacity, unless given to the court(/). 

(r) D. y. A. & Co., [1900] 1 Oh. 484; Callow y. Young (1887), 66 L. T. 147. 

{») A.~G. y. Wheatleg & Co., Ltd. (1903), 48 Sol. Jo. 116; and see B. 8. 0., 
Ora. 42, r. 31. Such an undorhsAing may bo enforced by sequestration under the 
bast-mentioned rule, being equivalent to an order for the purpose of that rule 
{Milbum y, Newton Cailiery, Ltd. (1908), 62 Sol, Jo. 317). 

(t) Turner y. Naval, Military and CtvU Service Co-oj^ative Society of South 
Africa {IdOl), I'imei, 21st January, p. 3, col. 2. Compare B. S. 0., Ord. 31, rr. 22, 23. 
(«) A..O. y. Boyle (1864), 10 Jur. (w. s.) 309. 

(a) Linton y. Mackenzie (1893), Times, 31st October, p. 14, col. 1. ^e report 
Bays “ attachment," but the record shows that the order was for committal, and 
it was necessarily so, as the sentence was imprisonment for a fixed period. 

(b) B. S. 0., Ord. 12, r. 18. A solicitor must fulfil his undertakmg notwith- 
standing instructions from his client not to do so (Be Kerly, Son & Verden, [1901] 
1 Gh. 467, 0. A. ; and see TAe Anna and Bertha (1891), 64 L. T. 332) ; but 
where it appeared that the plaintiff’s attorney had agr^ not to enforce the 
undertaking, attadiment was refused (Motdd y. Roberts (1824), 4 Dow. ft By. 
(e. b.) 719). Notice to enter an appeuance should be ^ven to the defendant’s 
solicitor before applying to attach nim for breach of his undertaking (Jacob v. 
Magnay (1842), 12 L. J. (q. b.) 93). 

(c) Be Kerly, Son & Verden, su^a. 

[cQ R S. 0., Ord. 31, r. 23. This is not the breach of an undertaking, urrless one 
be implied, but it is an obvious breach of duty which phroes the client m danger of 
attachment ; for service of sudr an order on the soliortbr is sufiBcient to found an 
application for attachment of the party for disobedience to the order (r. 22). 

(c) Be Coolgardie Cold Fidds, Lth., Be Cannon, Son ft Morten (Solicitors), [1900] 
1 Oh. 476 (imdertaking to stamp a document) ; Be the Solicitor of a Defendant, 
Lawford v. SpicCr (1866), 2 Jur. (s. 8.) 664 (undertaking not to interfere with 
a witness). As to what is necessary to constitute an undertaking by a solicitor, 
see A a ^icitor. Ex parte Hales, [1907] 2 K. B. 639. An undertaking^ by a 
solicitor in his professional capacrty, though not given in an action, will be 
enforced by a summary order made in the matter of the solicitor (ibid, ; Be 
F. a, [1888] W. N. 77). 

(/) Ex parte Watts (1832), 1 Dowl. 612; Ex parte Evans (1840), 9 Dowl 106. 
And see, generally, title Solkotobs. 
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Part II. — Attachment and Committal. 

Sect. 1. — In General. Seot. i. 

651 . Attachment (g) and committal are summary processes for ^ 
punishing criminal contempts (/i), and also modes of execution for Definitiom. 
enforcing judgments and orders (i). 

A writ of attachment commands the sheriff to attach a person and 
bring him before the court touching a contempt alleged, and has 
the same effect as the writ of attachment formerly issued by the 
Court of Chancery (A;). 

No writ of attachment can be issued without leave of the court 
or a judge, to be applied for on notice to the party affected (Z). An 


{g) The attachment referred to is the writ of attachment, a personal process, 
having no connection with attachment of debts, which is by order, ana not by 
writ. See E. S. 0., Ord. 45. 

(A) As to the distinction between criminal and other contempts, see p. 280, 
anU* 

(i) See B. S. C., Ord. 42, r. 8. The origin of committal, as distinguished from 
attachment, is to be found in the practice of the Oouri of Chancery. Where 
attochment issued the offender was arrested by the sheriff, and, if the contempt 
required to be adjudicated, was brought before the court, examined upon 
interrogatories, and upon proof of the contempt was committed to the Fleet 
(Lord Sacon’s Ordinances, 1619, No. 77). In cases of assaulting or abusing a 
process server or speaking scandalous wor^ of the court, an order w^ made 
for immediate committal upon ex parte motion, supported by an affidavit of the 
facts (iAtd), and upon contempt in the face of the court an order for committal 
was made instonfer, as at present. At one time attachment followed by interro- 
gatories was applied upon the breach of an injunction, but the later practice, 
wldch is etui n^owed, was to serve the accused with a notice of motion for 
committal and to decide the question upon affidavits on both sides {Angeretein 
Hunt (1801), 6 Ves. 488 ; Eden on Injunctions, 75, 76). Attachment only issued 
against a pariy , whereas a stranger was committed ( BelVs Estate, Foster v. Bell 
(1870), L. B. 9 Eq. 172. See, however, Louis v. Qoldingham (1650), Sanders, 
Chancery Orders, 246, 247. See also lie O'Reillys {Minors) (1828), 2 Hog. 20). 
All the above contempts were “ special*’ ^ In the case of “ordinary” oontempti^ 
namely, where a defendant made default in entering an appearance, or in putting 
in an answer, or in complying with an order to do an act, the plaintiff could 
attach him upon proof of the default without any order. Committal was never 
bailable {Buist v. Bridge (1880), 29 W. B. 117); attachment on mesne process 
was bailable, but attachment by way of execution was not {Rowley y. Ridley 
(1784), 2 Dick. 623). And see p. 316, post 

{k) B. S. 0., Ord. 44, r. 1 ; Bmes of 1875, Ord. 44, r. 1. For form of writ, see 
B. S. 0., Appendix H, No. 12. 

(() E. S. U., Ord. 44, r. 2. By virtue of this rule no suitor now has the power 
to imprison his adversary without first obtaining an order of the court, and 
there is secured to the respondent an opportunity of being heard in his defence in 
every case. This reform, as applied in the case of disobedience to an order 
requiring an act to be done other than the payment of money, may be considered 
as a complement to the Debtors Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Yiot. c. 62), wnereby, subject 
to exceptions, imprisonment for default in the payment of money was at^lished ; 
for, ^ough ^e rules prescribe^ attechment as a remedy in case of such dis- 
ob^ence, imprisonment is not inflicted in cases of mere disobedience unaccom- 
panied by misconduct. See p. 297, ante. At common law before the Judicature 
Acts a writ of attachment never issued without the leave of the court, but in 
Chancery a plaintiff could without any order attach a defendant for disobedience 
to an order to do an act and could k^p him in prison until he complied. 
Ord. 44 governs the practice in all divisions of ine High Court except in 
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application for attachment should be made promptly; otherwise 
the court may refuse to attach (m). 

An order for committal is made upon motion to the court, 
notice of which must be served on the person sought to be 
committed (n). 

652. Attachment is applicable to all cases of contempt, except 
breaches of undertakings (o) and failure by a sheriff to return a 
writ of attachment or bring in the body after notice (p). In the 
excepted cases committal is applicable, and committal is an alter* 
native to attachment in all cases of criminal contempt (q) and 
for the purpose of enforcing judgments and orders to do an act 
other than the payment of money or to abstain from doing 
anything (r). 

Instead of ordering attachment or committal, the court some- 
times adopts the more lenient course of granting an injunction 
against a repetition of the act of contempt (s). 

653. Attachment and committal as penal processes in the case of 
criminal contempt are not generally affected by the Bales of the 
Supreme Court, and the practice in such cases in most respects 
remains the same as before the Judicature Acts(t). 

On the Grown side of the King’s Bench Division proceedings for 
contempt are regulated by the Crown Office Buies, 1906 (u). 

Decrees and orders in matrimonial causes are enforced and put 


matrimonial causes, as to which see note (a), p. 309, post, and except also in 
certain Grown oases governed by the Queen’s ^membrancer Act, 1859 
(22 A 23 Viet. c. 21), and the Grown Suits etc. Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Yiot. o. 104), 
and rules thereunder. See title Gnowir Pbaotioe. 

(to) This was the rule at common law {Thorpe v. Qishourne (1825), 11 Moore 
(o. P.), 55; B. T. Stretch (1835), 4 DowL 30 ; Storey v. Garry (1840), 8 Dowl. 
299). 

(n) For immediate committal for contempt in face of the court, see p. 317, 
post. 

(o) D. V. A. & Co., [1900] 1 Gh. 484. 

(p) B. 8. G., Ord. 52, r. 11. Formerly the sheriff was attached by the 
coroners, and the coroners by elisors. See Andrews v. Shai^ (1773), 2 Wm. Bl. 
911. It would seem that under the present rule the sheriff would be arrested 
by the tipstaff. See p. 318, ^t. 

{q) Mr. Begistrar Lavie’eMemorandum, [1893] 1 Gh. 259, n. As to criminal 
contempt, see Part I., sects. 1 and 2, pp. 280 et seq., ante. 

(r) B. S. G., Ord. 42, rr. 7, 24 ; Harvey v. Harvey (1884), 26 Gh. D. 644 ; 
D.V.A.& Co., supra. Attachment, and not committal, is (subject to the Debtors 
Acts) the procedure to enforce an order for the payment of money {^e Ward’s 
Estate, Wallis v. Ward, [1871] W. N. 163 ; B.S. 0., Ord. 42, rr. 3, 4, 24). 

(«) See Brook v. Evans (1860), 29 L. J. (CH.) 616, 0. A. ; Coleman v. West 
Hatilepool Bail. Co. (I860), 8 W. E. 734 ; Plimpton. vT Bpiller (1876), 4 Oh. D. 
286, G. A. ; Mackett v. Heme Bay Commissioners (1876), 24 W. B 845 ; Bowden 
T. Bussell (1877), 46 L. J. (oH.) 414 ; Kitcat v. Sharp (1882), 52 L. J. (oh.) 134 ; 
Guilding v. Morel Brothers, Cohhett db Sons (1888), 4 T. L. B. 198 ; Cronmire v. 
DaUy Bourse (1892), 9 T. L. B. 101 ; J.dkP. Coats v. Chadwick, [1894] 1 Gh. 
847. 

(t) B S. 0., Ord. 68, r. 1. The only alteration seems to be that Ord. 42, r. 2, 
of the Gonsoli^ted Ghanoery^ Orders, 1860, providing for the punishment by 
committal of violence or abusive language to a process server or scandalous or 
contenmtuous words against the court or the process thereof, is annulled 
(B S. 0., Preliminary Older and Appendix 0). But see p. 288, ante. 

(«) Br. 240—242. See pp. 309 et uq., post. 
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in execution in the same or the like manner as judgments, orders, Snrr. i. 
and decrees in Chancery (a). In General 

654 . The writ of sequestration, though a process of contempt in Seqnestntion. 
its nature (&), is a form of civil execution, and is not applicable to 
criminal contempt. This process is not, as formerly, dependent 

upon the previous issue of a writ of attachment (c), but when attach- 
ment has already issued, sequestration will not issue .without the 
leave of the court (d). 

Sect. 2. — Form oj the Application, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Chancery Division. 

655 . Application for leave to issue a writ of attachment is Motion for 

ordinarily made by motion to the court (e). attachment. 

In the case of acts by a stranger tending to obstruct the course of 
justice, the notice of motion should be entitled “ In the matter of an 
application on behalf of A. B. for a writ of attachment [or committal] 
for contempt of court” etc., as well as in the action, if any (/). 

The notice of motion must state in general terms the grounds of 
the application (gr). 

Application for committal is made by motion to the court, and if Motion lot 
the person sought to be committed is a stranger, the notice of motion committal 
should be entitled as in the case of attachment (h). A notice of 
motion to commit a solicitor for breach of an undertaking given in 
an action should be entitled, not in the action, but in the matter of 
the solicitor (i). It is proper to state in the notice of motion the 
grounds of the application, though the rule does not apply in terms 
to a motion for committal Qt). 

Except in cases where committal is the exclusive remedy (Z), 
attachment may be asked for in the alternative. 

^a) Matrimonial Oaoses Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Yict. o. 85), s. 52. It seems that 
this section, though repealed by the Statute Lav Bevision Act, 1892 (55 & 56 
Yict. 0 . 19), still governs the practice. See s. 1 of the latter Act ; Favard v. 

Favard (1896), 76lj. T. 664 ; Tovmend v. Toumend (1905), 93 L. T. 680, 0. A. ; 

Rohint y. Robins, [1907] W. N. 90. In the Divorce Court attachment never 
issued without an order (Divorce Buies, 1865, r. 110). A judge of the Bing’s 
Bench Division has no power to order attachment to enforce parent of costs 
ordered to be paid in a divorce suit (Cook y. Cook (1885), 2 T. L. It. 10). 

(5) Pratt y. Inman (1889), 43 Oh. D. 175, at p. 179. 

(c) E. S. 0., Old. 42, r. 8 ; ibid., rr. 4, 6, 31 ; Ord. 43, rr. 6, 7. 

(d) Daniell, Chancery Practice, 7th ed., 713. As to sequestration, see title 
Pbaotiob Aim Fbooedube. As to committal under s. 5 of the Debtors Act, 

1869 (32 & 33 Yict. o. 62), see title Banebuptot Aim Insolvenct, Yol. n., p. 338. 

(e) Nobth, J., considered it was better to apply by summons, which comd be 
adjourned into coiud; if it were a proper case for granting leaye (Davis y. 

Oalmoye (1889), 40 Oh. D. 355), but this practice has not been followed. In any 
case the order for leaye will not be made in chambers (S. 0. (1888), 39 Oh. D. 

322, 0. A.). 

(/) See O'Shea y. ffShea and PameU (1890), 15 P. D> 59, 0. A., at p. 62t 
where the full title of the application is given. 

(y) E.S.O.,Ord. 62,r.4. 

(h) See supra. 

(t) Rs Kmy, Son Verden, [1901] 1 Oh. 467, 0. A. 

(k) See E. S. 0., Ord. 52, r. 4. 

(0 See p. 308, ante. 
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Contempt of Court, Attachment, and Committal. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — King't Bench Division, 

656. The practice upon applications for attachment and corn* 
mittal on the civil side of the King’s Bench Diyision is governed by 
the same roles as in the Chancery Division, but applications on the 
civil side to enforce obedience to orders are made by summons to a 
judge at chambers (m). Attachment is the usual remedy for breach 
of an order to do an act, and committal for the breach of a prohibitory 
order (n). Other contempts are dealt with by motion to a divisional 
court, which must he made by counsel, and cannot be made by a 
litigant in person who is not a barrister (o). No application for a 
rule nisi for an order to show cause against attachment can be made 
on the civil side (p). 

Unless it is otherwise directed, an application on the Crown side for 
attachment for contempt is by motion for an order nisi (q). In some 
cases the accused is called upon by order to appear and answer (r). 

An application for committal for contempt in bankruptcy or in 
matrimonial proceedings must be made in court (a), and the same 
practice applies in probate and admiralty cases and in the winding 
up of companies {h). 

Where a motion to commit has been refused, the court will not 
entertain a second motion upon further evidence in respect of the 
same contempt (c). 

A notice of motion for attachment or committal must be addressed 
to individuals. If it is addressed to a corporation no order will he 
made (d). 

Sect. 3. — Evidence and Procedure. 

657. To found an application for committal or attachment in the 
case of criminal contempt, the facts constituting the alleged contempt 
must be proved by affidavit (c). 


(ffi) As to the jurisdiction to make the order in chambers, see 8alm Kyrhurg 
▼. Posnanski (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 218 ; Amstdl v. Lesser (1885), 16 Q. B. A 187, 
though it has been said that applications affecting public libOTty should, if 
possible, be heard in public (per Lord Lobebubk, L.O., B. v. Oovemor of Briaston 
Prison, Ex parte Lapierrs (1906), Times, 7th August, p. 6, ooL 1 ; and see West 
Mam Corporation v. Cunningham (1906), Times, 16th August, p. 6, col. 4). 

(n) Tms follows the old Chancery practice (see Mr. !wj^trar Lavie’s Memo- 
randum, [1893] 1 Ch. 259, n.),but either remedy is applic^le (Harvegy. Uarvey 

K , 26 Ch. D. 644 ; D. v. A. <fe Co., [1900] 1 Ch. 484). Formerly an order 
mmittal was m^e by a judge at chambers to punish a contempt com- 
mitted in his presence, the judge nfte^ards reporting uie fact to the court, but 
sudi orders are now invariably made in open court. 

(o) Ex parte Fenn (1834), 2 Dowl. 527. 

(p) E. 8. 0., Ord. 52, r. 2. 

($) Notwithirtanding a note to the contrary in R. v. Ofay, [1900] 2 Q. B. 36, 
at p. 42. See Crown Office Buies, 1906, r. 240 ; and see for instances R. y. Parke, 
[1903 12 K B. 432 ; R. y. Davies, [1906] 1 K. B. 32. 

(r) This procedure, though not specifically provided for by the rules, was 
adopted after consideiation of precedents in OnsHoso and Whaley's Case (1873), 
L. E. 9 Q. B. 219. See also B, v. Oray, supra 
(a) Bankruptcy Buies, 1886, r. 6; Divorce Buies, 110. 

(2>) As to wmdmg.up proceedings, see Companies (Winding-up) Buies, 1903, 
r. 5. 

(c) Badisehe AnUin und Soda Fahrik v. Thomsson (1904), 21 B. P. 0. 469, 0. A 
(tf) Re Hooley, Ex parte Modeu (1899), 79 L. T. 706. 

(e) B. B. 0 ., Old. 38, r. 1. Tne person sought to be oommitted has the right 
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To enforce obedience to a judgment, order, or process by attach* 8. 

ment or committal, it is necessary to prove by affidavit— (1) service Evidence 
of the judgment, order, or process to be enforced ; (2) default made ; and 
(8) service of the summons or notice of motion for attachment or Procedure, 
committal (urhen the respondent fails to appear on the hearing of 
the application). 

When the application is to enforce a judgment or order for the 
payment of money, including an order embodying an undertaking 
to pay, the affidavit must prove that the case is within sub* 
ss. 8 or 4 of s. 4 of the Debtors Act, 1869 (/). 

658. Personal service of the order (g) or process to be enforced Serrice of 
is essential, except in the following cases : (1) prohibitory orders the ®rder. 
drawing up of which is not completed ; (2) orders embodying an 
undertaking to do an act by a day named ; (8) orders to answer 
interrogatories or for discovery or inspection of documents ; (4) where 
an order for substituted service has been made ; (5) where the 
respondent has evaded service of the order (k). 

In the case of service of. a prohibitory order pronounced, 
but not yet drawn up, it is sufficient to prove that the person 
affected has had notice of its being made (t), but formal service of 
the completed order should be effected as soon as possible (k). A 
prohibitory order does not require indorsement under Ord. 41, r. 6(0> 

to see the applicant’s evidence in reply [Bodge v. Brown (1§79), 24 SoL Jo. 108). 

In the case of a juryman cHar^d with misconduct it was held that the evidence 
of his brotfler jurymen was inadmissible [R. v. Andrew Brown (1907), New 
South Wales Stote Bep. 290) ; but see Ex parte Morris (1907), 72 J. P. b. The 
report of a registrar m bankniptcy ^t a witness has refuel to be sworn is 
sufficient evidence to support an application for committal without any affidavit 
(Be a IMdor, Ex parte PetUionitig Creditors and the Debtor (1907), Times, 14th 
^7> P> 3, ooL 2). 

(/) 32 ft 83 Yiot. o. 62. Where the judgmentororderdirectspayment within 
so many days after service, there is no default until after service and the expira- 
tion of the period fixed [Cdverson v. Bloomfidd (1885), 29 Gh. D. 341, 0. A.). 

And see Ord. 41, r. 5. 

(y) “ Order ” includes judgment for the purpose of this and the following 
sections. 

(A) As to (5), see KisUer v. Tettmar, [1905] 1 E. B. 39, 0. A., and the remarks 
thereon, now (5), p. 813, post. Where a person sought to be attached appeared 
by counsel and by consent the application to show cause was adjourned, it was 
held, on his failing to appear sub^uently, that he had waived personal service 
of the rule nisi [Ex parte Altock (1875), 1 0. P. D. 68). 

(i) United Telephone Co. v. Dale (1884), 25 Gh. D. 778 ; and see Be Bishop, 

Ex parte Langley (1879), 13 Gh. D., at p. 119, G. A. See also Skip v. Harwood 
(1747), 3 Atk. 564 ; Anon., 3 Atk. 567 ; Ileam v. Tennant (1807), 14 Yes. 136; 

Kim]kon v. Eve (1813), 2 Yea ft B. 249, atp. 350. So also notice of awarrantof 
arrest of a ship is sufficient without foriru service [The Seraglio (1885), 10 
P.D. 120). V -w / 

[k) James v. Downes (1812), 18 Yea 522 ; Fan Sandau v. Rose (1820), 2 Jao. ft 
W. 264. 

[l) Btious V. Croydon Rural Sanitary Authority (1885), 53 L. T. 209; Hudson 
y. Walker (1894), 64 L. J. (OH.) 204. Ord. 41, r. 5, requires the copy of the 
judgment or order directing an act to be done, which shtm be served upon the 
person required to obey ue same, to be indorsed with a memorandum in the 
words or to the effect following, namely, “ If you the within-named A B. 
negl^ to obey Ihie judgment [or order] by the time therein limited, you will 
be liable to ntoceas of execution for the purpose of compelling you to obey 
the same judgment [or order].” 
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A mandatory injunction in the prohibitory form formerly in 
common use (m) can be enforced by obtaining a supplemental order 
fixing a time for compliance, and then moving for attachment or 
committal upon proof of personal service of both orders, the 
Bupplemental order being indorsed as required by Ord. 41, r. 6(n). 

An undertaking embodied in an order to do an act by a day 
therein named may be enforced by committal without serving 
the order (o), but where the undertaking is to do an act forthwith, 
there must either be personal service of the order under Ord. 41, 
r. 6, or a four-day order must be obtained and served personally before 
attachment will issue (p). Where the undertaking is to pay money 
into court, and no time is named in the order, or the day fixed by 
the order is past, a four-day order must be obtained and served 
personally before the undertaking can be enforced (g). 

Where an order by consent to do an act by a day named has 
not been personally served, an order to enlarge the time can only 
be obtained by consent (r). 

An order against two executors to pay money into court can be 
enforced by attachment against one of them who has been served 
with the order, without serving the order upon the other («). 

Service of an order for interrogatories, or discovery, or inspection 
made against any party, on his solicitor, is sufficient to found an 
application for an attachment of the party for disobedience to the 
order (f). 


(m) Before the decision in Jackson y. Normanly Brick Co., [1899] 1 Ch. 438, 
0. A. Before this decision a mandatoiy injtinction, e.g., to pull down and 
remove bnildinn, restrained the defendant from allowing the buildings to 
remain on the mnd. Now the order directs the defendant to pull down and 
remove etc. Before the Judicature Acts an order directing an act to be done 
could be enforced by attachment, which issued at the instance of the plaintiff 
without any order, but an injunction could only be enforced by committal, 
which could only be effected pursuant to an order of the court. Thus the court 
reserved to itself the power of enforcing or declining to enforce a mandatory 
injunction. As attachment now never issues without an order (Ord. 44, r. 2), 
the indirect form of mandatory injunction is no longer necessary. 

(n) Mansell v. Jones, [1905] W. N. 168, 0. A.; and see Jngerstein v. ffunt 
(1801), 6 Yes. 488. If a supplemental order simp^ extends the time for doing 
an act, it does not require indorsement under Ord. 41, r. 5, provided the 
first order is so indorsed {Treheme v. Bale (1884), 27 Gh. D. 66, C. A.}, but it 
must be personally served {Be Seal (a Solicit^), Be Seal and Edgelow {SaicHors), 
[1903] 1 Ch. 87). For form of indorsement, see note (1), p. 311, ante. 

(o) D. V. A. A Co., [1900] 1 Gh. 484 ; Be Launder, Launder v. Bkhards (1908), 
98 L. T. 654. 

(p) Halford v. JTardy (1899), 81 L. T. 721. A direction in an order to do an 
act forthwith is a sufficient expression of time under Ord. 41, r. 5 {Halford v. 
Hardy, supra; and see Thomas v. Nohes (1868), L. B.JS Eq. 521 ; contra, Oilheri 

V. Endean (1878), 9 Gh.D. 269, 0. A., at p. 266. See aim Higgins v. (1803), 

8 Yes. 381). 

{q) Carter v. Bolerts, [1903] 2 Ch. 312, 321. The four-day order is obtained 
on summons, and requires the act to be done within four days after service of 
the order. 

(r) Australasian Automatie Weighing Maxhine Co, v. Wolter, [18911 W. N. 
170. 

(«) Be Ellis, HardcasUe v. Ellis (190^, 95 L. T. 80. 

{t) B. S. 0., Ord. 31, r. 22. In the (mancery Division the order, if drawn up 
in chambers, can be enforced by attachment without being entered (Ord. 62, 
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Upon an affidavit showing sufficient grounds for the application an 
order for substituted service of the order to be enforced may be 
obtained ex parte (a). 

Personal service of an order to do an act may be dispensed with 
if it is shown that the person to be served has evaded service (b). 

The fact that the person ordered to do an act was actually in 
court when the order was made is not a ground for dispensing with 
personal service of the order (c). 

An order extending the time for doing an act ordered to be done 
must be served personally (d), and this applies to a four-day order. 

The original or duplicate order to be enforced, order extending 
time, or four-day order must be produced at the time of service, 
production of an office copy not being sufficient (e). 

The copy for service of an order directing an act to be done must 
be indorsed in the prescribed manner (/). 

Personal service of an order upon a director of a company 
must be proved before he can be attached under Ord. 42, r. 81 ig). 

To found an application for attachment to enforce the order 
of an Irish court enrolled in the Chancery Division in England, the 
order must have been served in Ireland (h). 


(a) E. S. C., Ord. 67, r. 6 ; Ord. 10 ; Be a Solicitor, [1892] W. N. 22 ; Whyte 
Melville v. Whyte Melville (1888), 4 T. L. B. 491. For early cases of substitute 
service, see Skegg v. Simpson (1848), 2 De G. & Sm. 454. 

(5) Kistler v. Tettmar, [1905] 1KB. 39, 0. A., decided on the authority of 
Hyde v. Hyde (1888), 13 P. D. 166, 0. A. The latter decision is partly founded 
on Allen v. Allen (1885), 10 P. D. 187, which is founded on Miller v. MiUer (1870), 
L. B. 2 P. & D. 54, the judgment in whi(^ last case does not refer to the question 
whether personal service is necessary. It is submitted that the practice of the CoTirt 
of Ghancerv on which the decision in Hyde v. Hyde, supra, purports to be based is 
not correctly stated in that case. In the Court of Ghanceiy personal service was 
required unless there had been a previous order for substituted service : see 
Braithwaite’s Practice, 166, 167,358, note (b) ; Morgan, Chancery Acts and Orders, 
4th ed., 489, 490 Seton, Judgments and Chders, 4u ed., 1560 ; jDaniell, Chancery 
Practice, 4th ed., 939, 940. Braithwaite says (p. 358, note (b)): “The service 
be personal on the party, or, if substituted service, then m strict accordance 
with the terms of the order dirwting such service.” See also Be Cunningham 
(1886), 55 L. T. 766, as to the later practice. The same practice was followed at 
common law (i2. v. Withies (1789), 3 Term Bep. 351 ; Stunnell y. Tower (1834), 
1 Or. M. & B. 88 ; Parker v. Burgess (1834), 3 Nev. & M. (k. b.) 36 ; Philips v. 
Hutchinson (1835), 3 Dowl. 583 ; Alhin v. Toomer (1835), ibid. 563 ; Swinfen v. 
Swin/en (1856), 25 L. J. (o. P.) 303). But see, contra, JDicae v. Wame (1835), 
1 Scott, 537 ; Ex parte Burgin (1841), 1 DowL (n. b.) 292. 

(c) Be Tuck, Murch v. Loosemore, [1006] 1 Oh. 692, 0. A., dissenting from the 
dictum of OoTTON, L.J., to the contrary in Hyde v. Hyde, supra. 

{d) Be Seed (a l^licitor). Be Seed and Edgelow {Solicitors), [1903] 1 Ch. 87. An 
emr in the tiUe of the copy served entitles a person attained thereunder to his 
discharge (^ Heilt (an Infant) (1879), 11 Ch. O. 168). 

(e) See IL S. 0., Ord. 67, r. 1 ; Ord. 62, r. 2 (2). There is a slip in Ord. 67, 
t. 1, which refers to “an order for attachment” instead of “au order to 1m 
enforced by attachment.” An order for attachment is never served. Where it 
was shown that the defendant was aware of the contents of an order, committal 
to enforce it was ordered, although the original was not produced to him when 
he was served with a copy (Pettitt v. Bell (1908), 62 SoL Jo. 784). 

(/) B. S. 0., Ord. 41, r. 5. ^ Stockton FootbaU Co. v. Qeuton, [1895] 1 Q. B. 
453. For indorsement, see note (1), p. 311, ante. 

(v) McKeown y. Joint Stock Institute, [1899] 1 Ch. 671. 

(A) Be Bpnge (1901), 86 L. T. 736, 0. A. 
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Biot. 8. 

Evidence 

and 

Procedtire. 

Proof of 
default. 


SerTice of 
notice. 


659. Frooees such as a mhposna ad tettificandum must, as a general 
rale, be served personally (t), bat substitated service has been 
allowed (It). 

660. The proof reqaired of defaolt in complying with an order 
depends apon the circomstances of the case. Disobedience to 
a prohibitory order necessarily involves a more elaborate statement 
of the facts than disobedience to an order to do an act. If the 
defaolt consists in failare to pay money into coart, a certificate of 
non-payment mast be obtained from the paymaster (Q. 

661. Notice of the application for leave to issae a writ of attach- 
ment mast be served on the person against whom the attachment 
is to be issaed(m). The notice of motion or snmmons mast be 
served personally, except in cases where before the Jadicatnre Acts 
attachment woold have issaed withoat an order (i.e., ander the 
present practice, in case of failare to obey an order to do an act), in 
which case service at the address for service is sofficient (n). 

Where a defendant, soaght to be attached for disobedience to an 
order to do an act, has not entered an appearance, it is as a general 
rale sofficient to file a notice of motion or sammons for attach- 
ment (o), bat the coart may reqaire personal service in each a cose 
where Uiere is no difficolty in effecting it (p). 

An order for sabstitated service of the notice of motion or 
sammons will be made ex parte apon an affidavit showing sofficient 
groands for the application (q), except on the Crown side of the 
Kind’s Bench Division, where the role is strict in reqiuring personal 
service (r). 

A copy of any affidavit intended to be ased and, so far as 
reasonably necessary, of the exhibits, most be served with the notice 
of motion or sammons for attachment (s). 


(t) B. S. 0., Ord. 37, r. 32 ; Spicer y. Dawton (1856), 22 Bear. 282. 

(k) Dyton v. FotAtr, 7th Febroaiy, 1908, per Jelf, J., in chambers, unreporled. 
Saostitated service of a subpoena to name a solicitor has been allowed {Hamilton 
V. Thomae, [1883] W. N. 31. Compare Newenham v. Pemberton (1845), 1 Holt 
(eq.), 52, and note ; Hokombe v. Trotter (1845), 1 Holt (eq.), 55). Disobedience 
to a subpoena cannot be enforced by attachment unless the orii^al is produced 
at the time of service {Wadeworth v. MarehaU (1832), 1 Or. & M. 87 ; R. v. Wood 
(1832), 1 DowL 509 ; Garden v. Creewell (1837), 2 M. & 319 ; Pitcher v. King 

(1845), 2 Dow. ft L. 755) ; and the copy must not vary materially from the 
origin^ {Doe d. Clarke v. Thornton (1841), 9 Dowl. 948). 

(0 See Daniell, Ohanoety Practice, 7th ed., 705 ; Supreme Court Funds 
Buies, 1905, r. 100. The necessity for strict evidence of non-pa 3 rment nuty be 
waived by the conduct of the party in default {Treherne v. Dale (1884), 27 Ch. D. 
66, 0. A). 

(m) B. 8. 0., Ord. 44, r. 2. • * ' 

(n) Browning v. Babin (1877), 5 Oh. D. 611 ; Re a SuHcitor (1880), 14 Oh. D. 
152 : Callow V. Young (18^), 55 L. T. 543; Petty v. Daniel (1880), 34 Oh. D. 
172 ; Be Evam, Evant v. Noion, [1893] 1 C^. 25!^ 0. A. 

{o\ B. 8. 0., Ord. 67, r. 4 ; Be Morns, Morris v. Fowler (1890), 44 Oh. D. 151 ; 
Re Evans, Evans v. Noton, supra. 

(p) Be Bassett, Bassett v. BatttU, [1894] 3 Ch. 179. 
iq) B. 8. 0., Ord. 67, r. 6 ; Ord. 10. 

(r) See Crown Office Buies, 1906, r. 240. 

(e) B. 8. 0., Old. 52, r. 4 ; and see MetHeenzie v. Mackenzie (1852), 21 L. J. (on.) 
386; Litchfield y. Jones (1883), 25 Oh. D. 64; Hampden y. WaUit (1884), 26 
Ch. D. 746, 0. A. ; Petty v. Daniel (1886), 34 Oh. D. 172; Be Hutchings, [1887] 
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Notice of motion for committal must be served personally on the 
person sought to be committed (a), unless an order ior substituted 
service has been obtained (1»). 

Copies of the affidavits and exhibits sliould be served with 
a notice of motion for committal, as in the case of attachment (e). 

Orders have been made ex parte at the same time for attachment 
and committal of the same person for breach of an undertaking 
and disobedience to a prohibitory order (d). 

662. In cases of contempt in the face of the court the offender may 
be committed instanter, and no notice is necessary (e), but the con- 
tempt must be distinctly stated, and an opportunity of answering 
given (/). 


Sect. 4. — Order for Attachment or Committal. 

663. An order for attachment or committal cannot be made by 
an official or special referee, arbitrator, master, or registrar in 
bankruptcy (gf). A master in lunacy can make an order for attach- 
ment in certain cases, but it is considered better that under ordinary 
circumstances he should refer the application to the court (Ji). 

Preferably the order should show on the face of it the nature of 


W. N. 254 ; Taylor v. Roe (1893), 68 L. T. 213 ; Re a Solicitor^ [1893] W. N. 
188; Re Dunning^ Sturgeon v. Lavrrence (1894), 63 L. J. (cn.) 784 ; Rendell v. 
Orundy^ 1 Q. B. 16, 0. A. ; llall v. Trigg^ [1897] 2 Ch. 219 ; Carter v. 

RoherU, [1903] 2 Ch. 312. 

* (a) EUerton v. Thireh (1820), 1 Jac. & W. 376 ; NeUon v. WorBeam^ p890] W. N. 
216 ; Mander v. Falcke, [1891] 3 Oh. 488. In cases under the Bankruptcy Acts 
see Bankruptcy Buies, 1886, rr. 85 — 88. 

(5) Mander v. Falcke, supra ; Re a Solicitor^ [1892] W. N. 22. 
fc) See B. S. 0., Ori 52, r. 4, and Carter v. Roberts, supra. The rule does 
not in terms apply to a motion for committal, but the practice applicable to 
attachment is followed. 

{d) Gordon v. Gordon, [1903] P. 141 ; and see S. 0., [1901] P. 163, 0. A., as 
to the facts. It is clear that Doth processes could not be eSectually pursued 
at once (see p. 318, posQ, and this seems to be the only instance of attach- 
ment ana committal bemg ordered simultaneously. The orders were made 
ex parte on the authority of Favard y. Favard (1896), 75 L. T. 664 (divorce). 
In the latter case an order for attachment was made ex varte, and without 
service of the order to be enforced (which was evaded) on tne suggestion that, 
according to the practice of the Court of Chancery, a person who fuled to obey 
w order to do an act might be attached without any notice at all. But, in fact, 
in such a case the Court of Chancery was strict in requiring proof of personal 
service, or substituted service if an order for that purpose were previously 
obtain^ (see note (5), p. 313, ante), of the order tobeenforiM, before attachment 
issued ; and the copy order served required to be indorsed, ** If you the within- 
named ** etc., under General Order, Januaiy, 1870, r. 1, and previously under 
Consolidated Chancery Orders, 1860, 23, r. 10. On the o&er hand, if the attach- 
ment issued in Favard v. Favard, supra, for breach of the prohibitory part cf the 
order, then, according to the practice of the Court of Chancery, an order for 
leave to issue tiie attachment was required, and could only be obtained on notice. 
See Mr. Begistmr Lavie’s Memorandum, [18931 1 Ch. 259, n. In the Court of 
Chancery an order for committal was never made ex parte. 

(«) Wattr, Ligerhoood (1874), L. B. 2 So. & Div. 361. 

(/) Re Pollard (1868), L. B 2 P. C. 106 ; Chang Hang Sin v. The Judges oj 
the Supreme Court of Hong Kong (1909), 25 T. L. B. 381. 

{g) B. 8. 0., Ord. 36, rr. 61, 52a, 55o ; Ord. 54, r. 12 (a) ; Bankruptcy Acti 
1883 (46 & 47 Viet o. 5^, s. 99. 

{h) Re B. {an alleged LwmMc), [1892] 1 Oh. at p. 463, 0. A. 
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Contempt of Coubt, Attachment, and Committal. 

the contempt, though the absence of this information does not 
invalidate the order (t). 

664. In the Chancery Division and on the civil side of the King’s 
Bench Division an order for attachment is virtually a sentence for 
an uncertain term of imprisonment, the person arrested being con* 
veyed to prison by the sheriff and remaining there (subject to s. 4 
of the Debtors Act, 1869 (k), in case of default in the payment of a 
debt) until the court authorises his discharge (Q. 

665. When attachment issues on the Crown side of the King’s 
Bench Division, if the sheriff returns cepi corpm, upon application 
an order is drawn up to bring in the body. Upon the defendant 
being brought before the court, a motion may be made by the 
prosecutor, or, if he does not make it, by the defendant, that the 
latter be sworn to answer interrogatories to be put to him by the 
prosecutor, and that he give bail to answer them, and for the master 
of the Crown Office to examine the matter and report to the court. 
On the defendant being sworn the prosecutor is ordered to file 
interrogatories within four days after service of the order, and in 
default the defendant can obtain an order for his discharge. On an 
intimation to one of the parties that the master’s report is prepared 
a motion may be made on four days’ notice that the master do on a 
certain day make his report to the court. The defendant must be 
present in court when the report is made, and if he is in prison an 
order must be obtained that the governor of the prison bring hini 
into court. If the defendant is reported in contempt, the court, 
after hearing the parties on the report, may either pronounce sen* 
tence at once or commit him until some future day when he is to 
be brought into court. On proceeding to sentence, affidavits in 
mitigation or aggravation may be read, and the defendant or his 
counsel heard, and the prosecutor’s counsel may be heard in 
reply (m). 

666. An order for committal in the Chancery Division or on the 
civil side of the King’s Bench Division either commits the offender to 
prison simply, leaving him to apply for his discharge, or commits 
him for a fixed period {n). 


(») Ex parte Van Bandau (1846), 1 Ph. 605; Ex parte Fernandee (1861), 10 
0. B. (w. s.) 3; and aee /Ze M'Aleeee (1873), 7 I. B. C. L. 146 ; iZ. v. LamhOh 
County Court Judge and Jonae (1887), 36 W. B. 475. 

(h) 32 A 33 Yict. o. 62. 

(Z) Oompore the forma of writ of attachment, B. 8. 0„ Appendix H, No. 12, 
and Grown Office Buies, 1906, Appendix, No. 190. liie first follows the old 
Chancery form, but differs from it in not fi^g a date for the return of the writ. 
See 0%^ ▼. Pritchard, [1876] W. N. 147 ; B. 8. 0., Ord. 62, r. 11. The form 
prescribed by the Crown Office Boles follows the old common law form. 

^ (m) Crown Office Boles, 1906, rr. 240— 242. The examination by interrogatories 
u often dispensed with. 

(n) The common law courts leant to fixing the period of imprisonment in 
eases of committal for criminal contempt. See, e.g., Crate/or^e Caee (1849), 13 
^B. 613; Ex parte Fernand (1861}, 10 0. B. (*r. s.) at p, 39; and see Be 
Marta Anme Daviee (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 236, per Mathew, J., at p. 288. In the 
Com of Gl^c^ no penod was fixed, the offender being Mt to apply for bis 
d iHCb a j ^ whon ho could wtufT the court thet he bud been enffioientlT unniiheda 
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In cases of contempt in the face of the court, the contempt 
being apparent, and the court having full cognisance of the facts, 
the offender is sentenced forthwith and conveyed to prison by the 
tipstaff (o). 

In oases of criminal contempt the court may impose a fine, 
the amount of which is in the discretion of the court, either as an 
alternative or in addition to committal or attachment, or may order 
the respondent to give security to be of good behaviour (p). 


8X01.4. 

Order for 
Attachment 
or Com* 
mittaL 


667 . An order for attachment cannot be made conditional on Oonditiona] 
the happening of a future uncertain event, but it is common 
practice, when attachment issues to enforce obedience to an order, 
to direct the writ to lie in the office for a specified time to enable 
the respondent to comply (g). 


668. Submission to an order for attachment, though expressed Varions 
in the order, is not a waiver of the protection afforded by s. 9 of the ““ttera. 
Bankruptcy Act, 1888 (r). 

On a motion for attachment for disobedience to an order to 
execute a deed the court, if satisfied that sufficient notice of 
intention to ask in the alternative has been given, may make an 
order that the deed shall be executed by such person as the 
court may nominate for that purpose (s), instead of an order for 
attachment (t). 

An application for attachment will not be granted to enforce 
obedience to an order to perform two acts, defaifit being proved as 
to one and the direction as to the other having admittedly been 
included in the order by mistake (a). 


669 . The costs of an application for attachment or committal in Costa, 
the Chancery Division or on the civil side of the King’s Bench 
Division are in the discretion of the court, and should be asked for 
on the hearing of the application (b). The respondent can only be 
ordered to pay costs if he has been guilty of contempt (c). 

A person attached for contempt in procedure who has cleared 
his contempt, cannot be detained in prison because be has not paid 


in the same manner as in the case of attachment. See lie Bahama Islands, 
[1893] A. 0. 138^ at p. 143. But now a period is sometimes fixed on committal in 
the Chancery Division. See, e.g., lUdm Local Board v. Oswald Lister (1895), 11 
T. L. B. 176; Seaward v. Paterson, [1897] 1 Oh. 545, 0. A.; Be Sqptimue 
Parsonage dk Co., [1901] 2 Gh. 424. 

(o) See, e.g., Brucds Case (1828), Sanders, Chancery Orders, 736. See also Em 
T^rte Fernandez (1861), 10 O. B. (w. 8.) 89 ; Watt v. Ligertwood (1874), L. B. 2 
Sc. & Div. 361 ; and Mr. Begistrar Lavie’s Memorandum, [1893] 1 Oh. 259, n. 

(p) See note (c), p. 280, ante. 

(g) Be Lundey, Ex parte Cathcart, [1894] 2 Oh. at p. 272 ; and see Shurrock v. 
Liuie (1888), 4 T. L. B. 355. See B, v. Bottomley (1900, Times, 19th December. 

Ir) 46 & 47 Viet. o. 62', JSe Manning (1888), 30 Oh. D. 480, 0. A. 

(ej Dnder s. 14 of the Judicature Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 61). 

(t) Howarth v. Howarth (1886), 11 P. D. 95, 0. A. 

{a\ Brueklebuseh v. Cousins (1888), 6 T. L. B. 137. But the refusal of the 
application may be without prejudice to a separate application with regard to 
the default proved (ibid.). 

S Abud T. Biches (1876), 2 Oh. D. 628. 

Be Emmerson, Bowlings v. Emmerson (1887), 67 L. J. (r.) 1, 0. A. 
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taoT. 4. the costs occasioned by his contempt (d) ; but where a person com- 
Order for mitted for communicating with a ward was ordered to be discharged 

Attachment on paymmit of certain costs, and the costs were not paid, the 
or Com- discharge was refused (e). 

Solicitor and client costs of a motion for attachment or committal 
may be given to the party moving, by way of indemnity ; but solicitor 
and client costs cannot be given to the respondent if the motion 
fails (/■). 

On the Crown side of the King’s Bench Division, if the respondent 
is found not to be in contempt, the court may award him costs (g). 

Sect. 5. — ExecuHon. 

AttMhmait 670. A writ of attachment is executed by the sheriff by lodging 
the person attached in prison (h), where he remains until an order 
is made for his discharge, or, if the attachment is subject to s. 4 
of the Debtors Act, 1869(0, until the expiration of one year, 
if an order of discharge is not sooner made (k). The sheriff is not 
bound to bring the accused actually before the court, unless specially 
directed to do so (Q. 

An order for attachment is only in force for one year if no 
attaohment has been issued upon it, but if an attachment has 
been issued, a second writ to a different sheriff may issue though 
the order is more than a year old(7n). A writ of attachment 
is considered as issued at the first moment of the day on which it 
issues (n). 

CommittaL 67t An order of committal is executed by the tipstaff of the 
court under a warrant issued in pursuance of the order (o). The 
prisoner is taken to Brixton or Holloway Prison (p), and remains 
there until an order is made for bis discharge, or the sentence, if 


(d) Jaduon v. Mawhy (1875), 1 Gh. D. 86 ; Michletltwaite t. Fletcher (1879), 
27 W. B. 793 ; Ayret r. Ayres (1901), 85 L. T. 648. But see Steele r. Hutchings 
(1879), W. N. 18. 

(e) iSe M. (1876), 46 L. J. (OH.) 24, 0. A. As to costs on discharge, see 
p. 324, mwt. 

(/) Plating Co. v. Farguharson (1881), 17 Oh. D. 49, 0. A. 

Q) Crown Office Buies, 1906, r. 242 (12). 

(a) As to the form of the wrii see p. 316, anfe. IJndera Home Office regula- 
tion of August, 1902, male prisoners imprisoned for contempt by order of the 
High Court, including prisoners committra W the High Court sitting in Bank- 
ruptcy (see Bankrupts Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62), s. 120), are lodged in 
Bnzton Prison, and females in Holloway (except greens attached out of 
London, who are lodged in the county prison). 

(t) 32 A 33 Yict & 62. 

\k) But see, as to the practioe on the Crown side of the Bing’s Bendi 
Divirion, p. 816, ants, 

(l) Oreaves v. Keene (1879), 4 Ex. D. 73. For returns by riierifl to write, 
generally, m title SuBKiFn Am) Bailixvs. 

(m) I^iell, Chancery Practice, 7th ed., 709. Two or more attachments may 
be sued out against the same person into d^erent counties (ibid, 710). 

(n) Stephens ▼. Neale (1816), 1 Madd. 650. 

(o) See hDr. BMistrar Lavie’s Memorandum, [1893] 1 Ch. 259, n. For form 

of warrant, see tbid. 263. As to the office of tipstaff, see 0. t. L., [18911 3 Ch. 
126, at p. 128, n. ^ *l j 

(p) Sm note (6), supra. 
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for a fixed period, expires (q). In the absence of the tipstaff, (he sbot. s. 
court appoints the usher to act in his place (r). Executioa 

The arrest under attachment or upon committal may be made 
at any time of the day or night but not on Sunday, except in cases 
of criminal contempt («). 

When the contempt is criminal, or when it consists in wilful 
disobedience to an order, the officer executing the process may, 
after due notice, break open an outer door (t). 

Where a person sought to be attached is already in custody, 
the sheriff lodges a detainer with the governor of the prison, who 
delivers over the prisoner at the expiration of his sentence, and he 
is thereupon imprisoned under the attachmont (a). It is not 
necessary to bring him into court to be committed (b). 

When a sheriff returns non ett inventus to a writ of attachment, 
the prosecuting party may apply for an order for the serjeant-at- 
arms (c). 

An order for the serjeant-at-arms will be made to enforce an 
order for delivery up of a ward of court (d). 

672. Persons imprisoned under any rule, order, or attachment Prison 
for contempt of court are treated as oflfenders of the first 
division (c). A person committed (/) for acting as a solicitor 


(q) As to committing for a fixed period, see note p. 316, ante. 

(r) &ton, Judgment^ and Orders, 6tli ed., 470. For form of bench warrant 

authorising persons other than the tipstafi to effect an arrest under an order for 
committal, see B. S. G., Appendix H, Form 12 a (Annual Practice, 1909, Yol. II., 
p. 113). For form of memorandum to be signed by a Chancery registrar 
uuthoiising the tipstaff to arrest a person present in court who is committed, 
see Mr. Begistrar Lavie’s Memorandum, [18931 ^ P* 

(a) Ex parte Whitchurch (1749), 1 Atk. 65 ; Burdett v. Abbot (1811), 14 East, 
at p. 162 ; but see Edwards on Execution, 245, where a doubt is expressed as 
to the legality of au arrest on Sunday in any case under process of contempt. 
It is dear that a oommission of rebellion under the old Chancery practice might 
be executed on Sunday {Miller y. Knox (1838), 4 Bing. (n. o.) at p. 581). 

(<) Brigg*B Case (1616), 1 Boll. Bep, 336 ; Harvey v. Harvey (1884), 26 Ch. D. 
644. The same principle would seem to apply in all other cases of contempt 
accompanied by misconduct. See p. 297, ante. 

(a) Braithwaite’s Practice, 281. 

(5) Oldfidd y. Cobbett (1849), 12 Beay. 91. 

(c) See Seton, Jud^ents and Orders, 6th ed., 447, 448, and General Order, 
January, 1870 (5 Oh. App. xxxiii.), r. 6. But as the order was fonnerly 
only a step towards seauestration, and s^uestration, where applicable, is now 
an altematiye to attacnment, the practice may be considered obsolete. The 
sexjeant-at-arms is an officer of the court, and its order directs him to apprehend 
the offender and briw him to the bar of the court. As to the office of 
serjeant-at-arms, see y. X., [18911 3 Ch. 126, at p. 128, n. 

(d) G. y. X., euvra. For form ox order, see Seton, Judgments and Orders, 
6th ed., 1048. 

(e) iSrison Act, 1877 (40 ft 41 Yict o. 21), s. 41 ; Prison Act, 1898 (61 ft 62 
Viet. 0 . 41), s. 6 ; Prison Buies, April, 1899 (Stat. B. ft 0. Bey., Prison, England, 
42), rr. 213—231. These rules apply to aJd persons attached or oommittM by 
nummary process and expressed in the order or warrant to be imprisoned lew 
contempt of court, whetner the contempt be of a criminal nature or not A 

E rson conyicted of contempt upon indictment or information would be in a 
» fayourable position, b^use, subject to any direction of the court, he 
would be treated as an offender of the third diyision under s. 6 of the Fdson 
Act, 1898. i, 

(/) Under s. 32 of the Solicitors Act, 1843 (6 ft 7 Yict c* 73). 
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though not duly qualified, is an ordinary criminal prisoner, and is 
not entitled to be treated as an offender of the first division (^r). 

673. Where leave to issue attachment for disobedience to an 
order is granted, and before it is executed the order is obeyed, the 
prosecuting: party should immediately take steps to stay the 
execution (h). 

674. A second writ of attachment will not issue for the arrest 
of a person attached for contempt in procedure (t) and discharged 
from custody by mistake (k). 

Sect. 6. — Privilege from Arrest. 

676. Privilege from arrest cannot be successfully claimed by 
a person guilty of criminal contempt (Z), nor apparently in cases 
of contempt in procedure accompanied by circumstances of 
misconduct (m). 

With regard to cases where no misconduct is imputed, the 
question of privilege was of importance before arrest on mesne 
process and imprisonment for debt were abolished (n), and when, 
according to the practice of the Court of Chancery, a suitor could 
without any order cause his opponent to be attached for default in 


(^) Osborne v. Milman (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 471, 0. A. ; Prison Act, 1877 
(40 & 41 Viet 0 . 21), 8, 41 ; Prison Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet c. 41), s. 6 (6). 

(A) Gay ▼. Hancock (1887), 66 L. T. 726. 

(♦) For definition of “ contempt in procedure,*^ see p. 280, atite. 

a Churches Trustee v. Hibbard, [1902J 2 Ch. 784, C. A. The same principle 
d no doubt anply in the case of criminal contempt. Whether the con- 
temnor can be retaken under the original writ, quasre {ibid,). A man could not 
formerly be taken in execution twice on the same judgment, even by consent 
{Blackburn y. Stupart (1802), 2 East, 243) ; but a second writ of attachment 
may issue while tne first remains unexecuted, care being taken that no further 
prooeedinn are taken under the first writ (Andrews y. W^Um (1845), 1 Ph. 619} ; 
and see Merchant y. Frankie (1842), 3 Q. B. 1. 

(Z) Long Wellesley's Case (1831), 2 Buss. & M. 639 ; Lechmere Charlton's Case 
(1^6), 2 My. & Cr. 316 ; Oaslovxs and Whalhy's Case (1873), L. E. 9 Q. B. 219, 
at pp. 228, 229 ; Be Freston (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 545, 0. A. 

(m) For definition of contempt in procedure,” see p. 280, ante; and see 
p. 297, ante. Be Freston, supra, and Be Gent, Gent-Davis y. Harris (1888), 40 
Ch. D. 190, are authorities for tiie statement in the text. Upon an application 
in bankruptcy to commit a witness for refusing to be sworn it was held that the 
committal, if ordered, would not be punitive, and that the witness was therefore 
entitled to claim privil^ (Be Armstrong, Ex parte Lindsay, [1892) 1 Q. B. 327). 
Bankrupt Buie 70, wmen was said to apply in that caw, provides that any 
person wilfully disol^ying any sub^na eto. shall be guilty of contempt and 
may be dealt with accordingly, and it is difficult to see how the object of the 
rule can be said to be not punitive and to reconcile this Mecision with what was 
said by the Court of Appeal in Be Freston, supra, commented on bv Ohittt, J., 
in Harvey y. Harvey (1884), 26 Ch. D. 644, at p. 651. In Aylesford {Earl) v« 
Poulett {EarT), [1892] 2 Oh. 60, North, J., thought the question whether a peer 
could claim privilege when it was sought to atte^h him for default in payment 
of money due from 1dm as a trustee a very nice point indeed,” but did not 
decide ii. In Be Gent, Gent-Davis y. Harris, supra, the same judge had heU 
that privilege could not be allowed to a memDer of Parliament who was in 
default in payment of money due from him in a fiduciary capacity, and the 
same principle seems to be involved in Aylesford {Earl\ y. PovieU {Earl), supra. 

(n) Bee the Judgments Act, 1838 (1 ft 2 Yict o. 110), s. 1, and the Debtors 
Act, 1S69 (32 ft SSTiot. 0 . 62), 8. 4 
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in an answer or for disobedience to an order directing b*cw. «. 
to do an act ; but as attachment never issues without leave Piivttege 
under the present practice, and the court will not inflict imprison- from Arrest, 
ment^ where no^ element of crime or misconduct exists (o), the 
question of privilege upon an application for attachment or 
committal for contempt can seldom arise. 

Where privilege has been allowed in recent times it has been Whenpriri. 
on the ground that the process to be enforced was merely civil **® 

process, and not of a penal nature (p). On the same ground it 
might be^ contended that it is not the practice of the court to 
imprison m such a case. The Question whether a criminal element 
exists in the contempt is generally involved in the question whether 
privilege can be claimed. If a criminal element does exist, there can 
be no privilege. In the absence of a criminal element, the decision 
that there shall be no imprisonment may be based either on privilege 
or on the practice of the court not to imprison in such a case (5). 

The old Chancery rule(r) that officers and attendants upon WhUe 
the court, suitors, and witnesses were to have privilege eundo^ attending 
redeundo^ et morando for their necessary attendance was annulled 
by the Eules of the Supreme Court, 1883 («), but a similar rule, 
resting on traditions of Westminster Hall,'* existed at common 
law (a) and has been acted upon in recent times (b). 

If a person having privilege of Parliament commits an act Member of 
of bankruptcy, he majr be dealt with under the Bankruptcy Parliament. 
Act in like manner as if he had no such privilege (c). It would 
seem that this provision prevents such a debtor from setting up 

(o) The statement in the text does not apply in the case of certain proceedings 
by tne Crown (see note (Q, p. 307, ante). 

S (j>) See Be Armstrong, Ex parte Lindsay, [18921 1 Q. B. 327, note (m), 

. 320, ante. See also Young y. Young (1896), 12 T. L, E. 503, where^ a respon- 
ent husband in a diyorce suit was attached for failing to give security for the 
petitioner’s costs and claimed to be released on the grotmd of privilege. In 
grantinp; his release the court considered that the claim of privilege had been 
established, but preferred to base its decision on the fact that, me husband 
having been made bankrupt, it was impossible for him to comply with the order 
to give security. 

(g) See Young v. Young, supra. In Hohern v. Fowler (1892), 62 L. J. (q. b.) 

49, it was held by Colliks, J., that the process of commitment imder the 
Distress for l^tes Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet. c. 14), s. 2, was civil process, and 
that a person arrested thereunder wm entitled to claim privilege ; but in that 
case the statute has provided imprisonment as a direct means of enforcing 
payment, and there is no question of contempt. See also Seaman v. Burl^^ 

[1896] 2 Q. B. 344, 0. A., and Be Edgeome, Ex parte Edgame, [1902] 2 K B. 

403, 0. A., by which it appears that commitment under the Distress for Bates 
Act, 1849, is punitive, and Hobem v. Fowler, supra, it is submitted, is in effect 
overruled. ^ also Bohson v. Biggar (190*0, 24 T. L. E. 125, 0. A. 

(r) Consolidated Chancery Orders, 1860, Ord. 42, r. 1, founded on Lord Bacon’s 
Ordinances of 1618, No. 86 (Beames, Chancery Orders, 38). 

(a) Preliminary Order and Appendix 0. No corresponding rule has taken 
its place, and apparently Ord. 72, r. 2, is not sufficient to keep it on foot. See 
Magnus v. National Bank of Scotland (I 888 ), 36 W. B. 602. 

(a) Metkins v. Smith (1791), 1 Hy. Bl. 636 ; NewtonY. Comtahle (1841), 9 Dowl* 

93 A See OBpin v. Cohm (1869), L. B. 4 Exch. 131. 

(6) Hobem v. fowler, supra^ note (j) ; and see Be Johnson (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 

68 , 0. A., per BoWEN, L.J., at p. 74. 

(c) Banlmptqr Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 124. 
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saoT. 6. privilege upon an application for his committal founded upon an 
Privilege alleged contempt of court (d). 
from Anest. 

— Sect. 7. — Appeal from Order. 

AppoO. 676. The Court of Appeal has jurisdiction and power to hear 

and determine an appeal from an order of the High Court or a 
jud^e thereof, for leave to issue attachment or for committal, but 
subject to the provision that no appeal lies from any judgment of 
the High Court in any criminal cause or matter («). The question 
whether an appe^ lies depends upon whether the order for attach- 
ment or committal is made in the exercise of a criminal jurisdiction, 
or, in other words, whether the contempt is criminal (/). But 
though, the contempt being criminal, an appeal on the merits 
would really be an appeal from a summary conviction for a 
criminal offence, and therefore does not lie (g), upon the question 
whether there was jurisdiction to make the order an appeal always 
Ues (fc). 

Where the order for attachment or committal is mere civil 
process to enforce obedience to an order, and the contempt is 
therefore only theoretical, an appeal lies (t), and where the order 


(<Q See, e.g., s. 24 (4) of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet c. 62). 

(e) See Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet c. 66), ss. 19, 47.^ The word 
"judgment” in e. 47 is fanated in the cases as equivalent to “ decision.” No 
right of appeal from an order for attachment or committal for criminal contempt 
is given by the Criminal Appeal Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 23), which extends only 
to convictions upon indictment or information. See ss. 3, 20. See also title 
Cbdonaii Law am) Procedure. 


(/) See BktparU Woodhall (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 832, C. A. ; R. v. Bamardo (1889), 
23 Q. B. D. 905, 0. A. ; O’Shea v. O’Shea and Parnell (1890), 15 P. D. 59, 0. A. ; 
Be Evane, Evane v. Noton, [1893] 1 Oh. 252, C. A ; A.-O. v. Kieeane (189^, 32 
L. It Ir. 220, 0. A ; As Bahama lelande, [1893]A. 0. at p. 145 (Law Officers 
and Sutton arg.). In A. v. Jordan (1888), 36 W. B. 797, C. A., the right to 
appeal was doubted, but not decided. Afterwards Lnn>LEY, L. J., expressed the 
view that no wpeal lay in that case. See O’Shea v. O’Shea and Parnell, eupra, 
at p. 64. In Hdmore v. Smith (1886), 35 Ch. D. 449, 0. A. (interference with 
a recover), and Be Johneon (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 68, C. A. (gross abuse of one 
solicitor by another in the precincts of the court), it would seem that the appeals 
could not have been entcortained had objection been taken. In Seaward v. 
Patereon, [1897] 1 Ch. 545, 0. A., an appau was heard on the merits, as well as 
on tiie ground of want of jurisdiction, from an order committing the defendant 
for bie^ of an injunction and strangers for aiding and abetting therein. Had 
the point been taken, it is submitted that the merits could not have been 
discussed so far as the strangers were concerned, the contempt being criminal. 
See p. 292, ante. 


sent of LurOLET, L. J., in O'Shea v. O’Shea and Parnell, eupra, 
at p.' 64. ^ As to the prindplee upon which the Judicial Committee has acted in 
en&rtaming appeals from Indiim and oolonial courts iii cases of contempt, see 
Rainy ▼. aitrra Leant Jiutkei (1852), 8 Moo. P. 0. 0, 47 ; Re McDermott 

E , L. P. 1 P. 0. 280. See also Surendranath Baneryea v. Juiticee of Bengal 
, L. B. 10 Ind. App. 171 ; Re Abraham Mallory Dilhtt (18S7)| 12 App. 


(^) R. ▼. Jordan^ eupra ; (TShea t. ffShea and Parnell, eupra ; Seaward v. 
Patereong eupra; Re Orayetong Re Wall (1888), 4 T. L. B. 772, 0. A. ; A.-O. 
T. Kieeautg eupra: Lewie t. Owen, [1894] 1 Q. B. 102. 

(*) ffSheaYo (/Shea and Pamellg eupra; and see the following cases where 
app^ were entertained: Witt ▼. Oofcoran (1876), 2 Ch. D. 69, 0. A. : Levant 
T. Metropolitan Dietrict Rail, Oo. (1885), 29 ufcu D. 60, 0. A. ; Bristow t# Smyth 
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is civil process, but the contempt involves misconduct calling for 

the exercise of a punitive or disciplinary jurisdiction, it seems to Appeal llraiB 

be established that an appeal lies (k). Oi^. 

An appeal lies from a refusal to attach or commit, but the 
Court of Appeal \rill not interfere when the judge of first instance 
has exercised his discretion, unless he has done so on a manifestly 
erroneous principle (Q. 

No appeal lies without leave of the judge or of the Court 
of Appeal from any interlocutory order, except, inter alia, wWe 
the liberty of the subject is concerned (m). Leave is required to 
appeal from the refusal of a motion to commit for breach of an 
undertaking, on the ground that the liberty of the subject is not 
concerned (n). 

An order for committal for contempt is subject to appeal when 
made under the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (o). 

Sect. 8. — Discharge from Custody. 

677 . An application to discharge from custody a person impri* Discharga, 
soned by attachment or by an order for committal, where no period 
of imprisonment is fixed, is made by motion or summons, and may 
be founded on evidence that the prisoner has purged his contempt, 
or Idiat there is an irregularly in the proceedings justifying the 
discharge of the order (p). Notice of the application must be 


(1885), 2 T. L. R. 36, 0. A. ; Hunt ▼. Clarke (1889), 68 L. J. (q. b.) 490, C. A. ; 
It. V. barnardu (1889), 23 Q. B. D. .805, C. A. ; Southwark and Vauxhall Water 


Co. ▼. Hamjiton urban Council, [1899] 1 Q. B. 273, G. A. 

(It) The ^int is not free from doubt (see Re Evans, Evans t. NoUm, [1893] 1 
Ch. 252, per LtNULET, L.J., at p. 266), but the general tendency of the cases is 
towaids allowing the right of app^ where the process is merely punitive or 
disciplinary, or the contempt is wilful, as distinguished from cases of purely 
criminal contempt. See Re Dudley (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 44, C. A. ; Orowther v. 
Elgood (1887), 34 Ch. D. 691, 0. A.; Re Wray {a Sofic/tor) (1887), 36 Oh. D. 
138, 0. A. ; Preston v. Etherington (1887b 36 W. B. 49, 0. A. ; Re Ashwin, Ex 
parte Ashwin (1890), 26 Q. B. D. 271, <J. A. ; Re Eede (1890), 26 a B. D. 
228, C. A. ; As Evans, Evans v. Noton, supra; Re Smith, Hands y. Andirews, 
[1893] 2 Ch. 1, C. A.; Re Iterwick (Lord), Berwick {Lord; v. Lane (1900), 81 
L. T. 797, 0. A. ; Bowden y. Yoxall, [1901] 1 Ch. 1, C. A. ; Re Edgeome, Ex parte 
Edgeome, [1902] 2 K. B. 403, C. A. Some of these cases, it will be seen, were 
decided before R. y. Jordan (1888), 36 W. B. 797, 0. A., where the doubt as to a 
right of appeal in cases of criminal contempt was first raised. 

(f) See Jartnain y. C/tofterfon (1882), 20 Gii. D. 493, C. A., explaining Ashworth 
y. Outram (No. 2) (1877), 5 Ch. D. 943, C. A. ; Bristow y. Smyth (1886), 2 T. L. B. 
36, 0. A. In cases of criminal contempt this question must now be considered 
in connection with O’Shea y. O'Shea and PamtU (1890), 16 P. D. 69, 0. A. See 
also Orowther y. Elgood (1887), 34 Ch. D. 691, 0. A. 

(ffl) Judicature Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Yict. o. 16), a 1. 

(«) Bowden v. YoxoSL, [19()1] 1 Ch. 1, C. A In Lancashire y. Hunt, [1895] 
W. N. 62, North, J., held that leave was not requirod to appeal from an order 
dismissing a motion to oommit for b^ch of an injunction because the liberty 
of the subject was concerned, but this case seems to have been in effect over* 


ruled by Bowden v. Yoxall, supra. 

(o) 46 ft 47 Yict. o. 62, s. 104 ; Re Ashwin, Ex parte Ashwin (1890), 26 
Q. B. D. 271, 0. A. 

(p) For forms, see Daniell, Chancery Forms, 6th ed., pp. 442, 448 ; Seton, 
Judgments and Orders, 6th ed., pp. 471, 476, 476. The fact that a prisoner has 
submitted to an (nder for attochment does not predade him from daiming the 
protectum of s. 9 of the Bankruptiy Act, 1883 (40 ft 47 Yict. o. 62) (m re 
Manning (1886), SO Oh. D. 480, 0. A). 
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Baov. a. 
Dlsdiurge 
from 
Ctuttody. 

Jarisdiotion. 


Discharge 

ttnder 

Debtors Act, 
1869. 


Costs, 


served on the opposite party (g). A motion to discharge a prisoner 
in contempt te^es precedence of all other motions in the Chancery 
Division (r). In a matrimonial suit the application may be made 
to a registrar if the court is not sitting (s). 

678. The court has power to order a discharge from custody in 
every case of contempt (t), except in case of committal for a fixed 
period for criminal contempt, when an application for discharge 
before the expiration of the period must be made to the Grown 
through the Home Secretary (a). 

Where an order for attachment or committal is made to vindicate 
the authority of the court, and the court considers that the offender 
has been sufficiently punished, it will discharge him without regard 
to the opposition of the prosecuting party (b). 

A party in contempt for disobedience to an order, who is 
extradited to this country for an alleged criminal offence, will not 
be discharged from custody on the ground that, having been 
acquitted of the criminal offence, he is detained under an attach* 
ment previously issued, the attachmeCt in this case being a civil 
process (c). 

679. A writ of attachment shows by an indorsement whether or 
not the imprisonment thereunder is subject to s. 4 of the 
Debtors Act, 1869 (d). At the end of a year, if that section applies 
and if the prisoner is not sooner discharged by order of the court, 
the sheriff is bound to discharge him without any order (e). 

680. The order of discharge usually directs the prisoner to pay 
the costs occasioned b^ the contempt, but, except in cases of 
criminal contempt, the discharge will not be made conditional upon 
the payment of costs (J). 


(q) Be Evane, Evans y. Noton (1893), 68 L. T. 324. 

(r) Ashton y. Shurroch (1880), 43 L. T. 530; Bowden y. [1901] 1 Ch. 1, 

0. iL, at p. 2. Bat the application is often made bj summons. The motion was 
always made by counsel m the Queen’s Bench, and the court refused a habeas 
corpus to bring up a prisoner to enable him to moye in person ^ord y. Nassau 
(1842), 1 Dot^ 8.) 631); and see Benns y. Mosley (1867), 2 0. B. (n. s.) 116. 

(s) Matrimonial Clauses Buies, 112. See also title UusBAin) and Wife. 

m Contempt of Court Acts, 1830 and 1832 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 WilL 4, o. 36 ; 
2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 68) ; Debtors Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 64). 

(а) Sutherland y. Sutherland (1893), Times, 6th May, p. 18, col. 4. 

(б) Adlard y. Smith (1819), 6 Price, 321. See also North y. Huber (1861), 29 
Beay. 437 ; Felkin y. Herbert (1864), 33 L. J. (OH.) 294 ; Re Maria Annie Davies 
(1888), 21 Q. B. D. 236. In tiie last-mentionea case the court ex mero motu 
ordered the (Uscharge of the contemner, who had been committed for brea^ of 
an injunction, and 1^ remained in prison for eighteen months, the contemner 
not to be permitted to issue any wnt or summons without leaye of the judge. 
See now the Vexatious Actions Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 61). 

(c) Pool^ y. Whdham (1880), 16 Ch. D. 436, C. A. ; Extradition Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Viet. c. 62), s. 19 ; though, had it been proyed that the warrant of 
extradition was obtained for the purpose of efFecting an arrest under the attach- 
ment, the court would haye granted relief against such an abuse (S. C.). See 
title Extradition and FuGinyx Offenders. 

(<n 32 & 33 Viet. c. 62. See form of writ, E. S. C., Appendix H, No. 12. 

le) Re Edwards, Brooke y. Edwards (1882), 21 Ch. D. 230, 

(J) Ja^wi y. Mawby (1876), 1 Ch. D. 86; iie Jarvis, [1886] W. N. 118 ; 
and see Ayres y. Ayres (1901), 85 L. T. 648. ^ also, as to the costs of 
contempt, pp. 317 and 318, ante. 
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In cases of criminal contempt the order of discharge may be con- 
ditional on the payment of costs {g), such costs being equivalent to 
a fine for the contempt as well as an indemnity to the opposite 
party, and the Debtors Acts having no application. 

Where a contemnor is without means the court will, upon the 
contempt being purged, order his discharge without directing him to 
pay costs (A). 

681 > It is the duty of the official solicitor to visit Bruton and 
Holloway Prisons (i) four times a year, and to examine prisoners 
confined for contempt and report to the Lord Chancellor, who 
may assign them a solicitor for taking any necessary steps on their 
behalf. It is the duty of the gaoler of every other prison to whom 
any person is committed for contempt to report the case to the 
Lord Chancellor, who may direct the official solicitor to take such 
steps on behalf of the prisoner as may be required (/c). 


(9) Be M. (1876), 46 L. J. (cn^ 24, C. A. 

(h) Weat Ham Uorporation t. Cunningham (1906), Timet, 12th October, p. IS, 
col. 2. 

(t) See note (A), p. 313, ante. 

(Jfc) Oourt of Chancery Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Yict. & 149), ss. 2, 8, 5 ; and aee 
Uovtrie v. Mitchell, [1901] 1 E. B. 596, 0 A. 
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CONTINGENT REMAINDERS: 

See BoAii Fsopkhty and ChattbIjS Bkai<; Sbttlbmbnxb. 


CONTINUING NUISANCE. 


See Nuisancb. 
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Sub* * * § 8ect. 1. Contracts of Record ----- 332 
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Sub-sect. 3. Simple Contracts ------ 334 
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Sect. 2. Joint and Several Promises ----- 336 
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• For the subject-matter of contracts, see under the particular title— 
Agency ; Building Contracts ; Carriers ; Guarantee ; Master and 
Servant; Money and Money Lending; Partnership; Sale of Goods; 
Sale of Land ; Shipping and Navigation ; Stock Exchange ; Work and 
Labour; etc. 

t For the capacity or otherwise of certain persons and bodies to enter into 
contracts, see the particular title — e.^.. Companies ; Corporations ; Executors 
AND Administrators; Husband and Wife; Infants and Children; 
Lunatics and Persons of Unsound Mind; Partnership. 

X The subjects of Fraud, Misrepresentation, and Mistake, as affecting the 
consent of a party to a contract, are separately treated under titles Misrepre* 
SENTATION AND FRAUD ; MISTAKE. 

§ For undertaking by executors, see title Executors and Administrators ; 
and for contracts relating to land, see titles Landlord and Tenant ; fiAT.ie on 
Land. 

n.L. — vn. 
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TRACT - -- -- -- --441 

Sub-sect. ]. Accord and Satisfaction .... 441 
Sub-sect. 2. Payment ---.... 444 

! 1 ) In General 444 

21 By Negotiable Instrument ..... 447 
3 ) Appropriation of Payments - - - . . 449 

4 ) Beceipt Stamps 452 

Sub-sect. 3 . Belease ....... 454 

Sub-sect 4 . Merger ....... 457 

Sub-sect 5 . Arbitration ....... 46O 

Sub-sect. 6. Set-off -------- 461 

Sub-sect 7 . Statutes of Limitation - - . . . 461 

Sub-sect. 8. Death of a Party ...... 461 

Sub-sect. 9 . Bankruptcy 462 

Sub-sect. 10. Contracts with an Alien Enemy ... 463 

Part YL CONSTBUCnVE COIITBACTS ..... 463 

Sect. 1 . Ih General ........ 463 

Sect. 2. Monet pah) ........465 

Sect. 3 . CoNTRistmoH ........471 

Sect. 4 . Monet had and received --.... 473 

Sect. 6. Account stated ........ 439 

Sect. 6. Foreion Judgments ....... 493 

Sect. 7 . Statutort Debts .......494 

Part YH. ASSIGNMENT OF CONTBACTS 494 

Sect. 1 . In General ........ 494 

Sect. 2. Assionment of Liabilities bt Act of the Parties - 495 

Sect. 3 . Assignment of Bights bt Act of the Parties- - 495 

Sub-sect 1. At Common Law ...... 495 

Sub-sect 2. In Equity ....... 493 

Sub-sect 3 . By Statute ----... 500 

Sub-sect 4 . Bights incapable of Assignment ... 50I 

Sect. 4 . Assignment bt Operation of Law . . _ . 502 

Sub-sect 1 . In General ....... 602 

Sub-sect 2 . On Death ....... 502 

Sub-sect 3 . On Marriage ....... 593 

Sub-sect 4 . On Lunacy ....... 503 

bub-sect 6. On Bankruptcy ...... 603 

Sub-sect 6. Covenants which run with the Land - . 504 

Sect. 5 . Novation - -- -- -.-.605 

Part YIH INTEBPBETATION OP CONTBACTS .... 60 * 

Sect. 1. In General - -500 

Sect. 2. Written Contraots ....... 610 

Sect. S. Admissibilitt of Parol Evidenob . . . -523 

Part IX. STAMP DUTIES 629 

Sect. 1. In General - - • . . . 629 

Sect. 2. Aoreements Spboifioallt Charged - - > . 539 
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Part IX. STAMP DUTIES — continued , paob 

Sect. 3. What Documents Bequire Stamps - - - - 635 

Sect. 4. Exemptions 638 


For Actions on Contracts . - - See title Action. 

Agency Contracts - * - i> Agency. 

Agistment Contracts - • ,, Animals. 

Aliens, Contracts unih * - «i Aliens. 

Auction, Sale by - - * Auction and Auctioneers. 

Avoidance of Contract - - „ Misrepresentation and 

Fraud; Mistaee. 

Bailmmt, Contracts oj - ~ „ Bailments ; Carriers ; Inns 

AND Innkeepers ; Pawn- 
brokers AND Pledges; etc. 

Banking Bankers and Banking. 

BUlso/Sale - - • - „ Bills op Sale. 

Bonds Bonds. 

Building Contracts - - - Building Contracts, En- 

gineers, and ARCniTECTS. 

Champertous Contracts - - ,, Action. 

Companies, Contracts by - - ,, Companies. 

Contract of Carriage - - - ,, Carriers ; Shipping AND Navi- 

gation. 

Contracts made by Agents - - Agency. 

Corporations, Contracts by - - „ CORPORATIONS ; PUBLIO 

Authorities. 

Crown, Contracts with - - „ Action; Constitutional Law. 

Damages Damages. 

Executors and Administrators - ,, Executors and Administra- 

tors. 

Fraud Misrepresentation and 

Fraud. 

Gaming Contracts - - ~ „ Gaming and Wagering. 

Goods, Sale of ~ - - - „ Sale of Goods. 

Guarantee ---•»» Guarantee. 

Indemnity ' - - - - ,, OuARANTEE. 

Infants, Contracts with - - ,, Infants and Children. 

Insurance, Contracts of - - ,, Insurance. 

Land, Contracts Relating to - ,, Compulsory Purchase of 

Land and Compensation; 
Landlord and Tenant 
Sale of Land. 

Loans Money and Money Lending. 

Lunatics Lunatics AND Persons OF Un- 

sound Mind. 

Maintenance Action. 

Marriage, Promise of - - „ Husband and Wife. 

Matrix IFomen, Contracts with - „ Husband and Wife. 

Measure of Damages ~ „ Damages. 

Misrepresentation - > - „ Mi^efresentation and 

Mistake Mistake. 

Necessaries . . . - „ Admiralty ; Husband and 

Wife; Infants and 
Children. 

Negotiable Instruments • • „ Bankers and Banking ; Bills 

of Exchange eto. 

Partners, Contracts of - - i, Partnership. 

Ratification - - - - „ AGENCY. 

Remedies for Btweh of Contract - „ AonoN ; DAMAGES ; Injuno- 

noN; SPEomo Perform- 
ance. 
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For Iteatraint of Trade, Contracts in - 
Service Contracts - . . 

Specific Performance - - . 

Stochs and Shares - . . 

Sureties - . . - . 

Ultra Vires . . . . 

Vnconacionuhle Bargains 

Warranties - - - . 

Warranty of Authority 

Work Done .... 


See tide Trade and Trade Unions. 

„ Master and Servant. 

„ SPEcmo Performance. 

„ Oamino and Waoerino ; Stock 

Excdanoe. 

„ OCARANTEE. 

,, Companies; Corporations. 

„ Praddulent and Voidable 

Conveyances; Monet and 
Monet Lendino. 

„ Animals ; Sale of Goods. 

„ Agenct. 

„ Work and Labour 


As to other contracts relating to particular subjects, see titles passim . 


Part I. — Definitions and Classification. 

Sect. 1. — Definitions. 

682 . A contract is an agreement made between two or more 
persons which is intended to be enforceable at law, and is con- 
stituted by the acceptance by one party of an offer made to him by 
the other party to do or to abstain from doing some act (o). The 
offer and acceptance may either be express or inferred by 
implication from the conduct of the parties (b). 

An offer when accepted is called a promise, and the term 
contract denotes the legal obligation which is thereby created, on 
the one part to perform the promise and on the other to accept 
performance of it. Where the contract consists of mutual promises 
there is an obligation on each party to perform his own promise 
and to accept performance of the other’s promise. 

The party by whom an accepted offer is made is called the 
promisor, and the party by whom it is accepted is called the 
promisee. 

A void contract is one which has no legal effect. A voidable 


(a) Payne v. Cave (1789), 3 Term Eep. 148; Indian Contract Act, 1872 (Act 
No. IX. of 1872), B. 2. If the terms of an agreement are so vague or indefinite 
that it cannot be ascertained with reasonable certainty what is the intention of 
'the parties, there is no contract enforceable at law. ^e Taylor v. Brewer (1813), 
1 M. & S. 290 ; Outhing v. Lynn (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 232 ; Bryant v. Flight (1839L 
8 M. & W. 114 ; Roberts v. Smith (1889), 4 H. & N. 318 ; Coles v. Hulme (18281 
8 B. & 0. 368, 873 ; Cooper v. Hood 0838), 28 L. J. (on.) 212 ; Be Vince, 
Ex parte Baxter, [1892] 2 Q. B. 478, 0. A. ; Bichardson v. Oamett (1898), 12 
T. L. R. 127, 0. A. ; Montreal Qaa Co. v. Vasey (1900), 69 L. J. (f. o.) 134 ; 
Douglas v. Baynes, [1908] A. 0. 477 ; and see p. 348, post. There are rartain 
kinds of agreements which from their nature are not enforceable at law. For 
instance, the services rendered by a barrister when acting in his professional 
capacity axe of a purely honorajry character, and the payment of his fees is a 
matter of honour, not of legal obligation, and cannot be made the subject 
of a contract; nor, on the othw hand, does he incur any legal liability for 
the non-performance or the negligent performance of any such services under- 
taken by him (Kennedy v._Broun (1863), 13 0. B. (n. s.) 677 ; Swinfen v. 



(8) See p. 348, post. 


Sect.1. 

Definitions. 

Contract. 


Promise. 


Promisor and 
promisee. 


Void and 
voidable. 
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Sect. K 
Definitions 


Classes of 
contracts. 


Contracts of 
record. 


Contracts 
under seal. 


contract is one which may be either affirmed or repudiated at the 
option of one of the parties, but not of the other. A contract which 
is perfectly valid may yet be unenforceable owing to some rule of 
law which renders it incapable of proof (c). 

Sect. 2. — Classification of Contracts. 

663. Contracts are divided, according to the mode of their 
formation, into three classes— (1) contracts of record ; (2) contracts 
under seal ; (8) simple contracts (d). 

Sub-Sect. 1. — ContraeU of Record. 

684. The term contract of record is applied to judgments and 
recognizances which are enrolled in the record of the proceedings 
of a court of record and in law imply a debt. The obligation in 
this case arises from the entry on the record, and does not depend 
upon any express agreement between the parties. Contracts of 
record, therefore, are not contracts in the sense in which that term 
is here employed (e). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — ContraeU under Seal. 

685. A contract under seal, or, as it is sometimes called, a 
contract by specialty, is a contract which is made by deed (/). As 
a general rule a contract may be made in whatever form the 
parties think fit, but in certain cases it can only be made in the 
form of a deed (g). A promise made under seal is called a 
covenant. 

The fundamental difference between contracts under seal and 
simple contracts is that the former derive their validity from their 
form alone and are binding even without consideration (h), except 
in the case of contracts in restraint of trade, which will not be 
enforced unless supported by consideration (t) ; whereas simple 
contracts, whether verbal or in writing, are invalid unless there is 
a valuable consideration for the promise (j). 


(c) For instance, a contract made verbally in a case where the Statute of 
Frauds requires a memorandum in writing ; see p. 361, poet. 

2 Bl. Com. (1786 ed.) 464, 463. Contracts are also classed in relation to 
their performance as executed and executory. An executed contract is one 
which has been wholly performed by one of the parties but remains to be per- 
formed by the other party ; a contract is said to be executory so long as something 
remains to be done under it by both parties. 

(e) As to recognizances, see title CBnoBAL Law abb Pboobdubb ; and as 
to judgments generally, see title JuBaMENTS abb Obbebs. 

(/) As to deeds generally, see title Deebs abb otbeb iBSTBUH^nn; and 
as to bonds, see title Bobbs, YoL III., p. 79. * 

(g) See p. 360, post. 

(A) The court will not, however, enforce a voluntuiw covenant by the 
equitable remedy of specific performance or injunction {Ellison v. Ellison (1802), 
6 Yea 656). See titles iB/UBonoB ; Sfeoifio Febeobmaboe ; Tbusts abb 
Tbustees. As to consideration, see p. 383, post. 

(t) NordenfeU v. J/oztm Nordenfdt Owns and Ammunition Co., [1894] A 0. 
636 ; E. Underwood & Bon, Ltd. r. Barker, [1899] 1 Oh. 300, 0. A. ; Haynes v. 
Doman, [1899] 2 Ch. 13, 0. A ; and see title Tbabb abb Tbabb Ubiobs. 

(j) Bann y. Huyhes (1778), 7 Term Bep. 350, n., H. L. If the consideration 
for a promise is illegal, the contract is void whether it is made under seal or 
not; seep. 407, j 
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686 . A promise under seal does not require the express assent 
of the promisee in order to entitle him to the benont of it (k ) ; 
and a covenantee may sue on covenants expressed to be made with 
him although he has not executed the deed (Q, and even though 
the deed may contain cross-covenants on his part which form the 
consideration for the covenants with him (m). 

A contract under seal has the following incidents : — 

(1) Where a debtor enters into a covenant to secure a debt 
which is already owing by him under a simple contract, the 
remedy on the simple contract is merged in the superior remedy 
on the covenant and is extinguished in law (n). 

(2) Becitals and statements contained in a deed operate by way 
of estoppel against the parties who made them, in any action or 
proceeding based on the deed itself (o), but not in any collateral 
action or proceeding (p). Whether a recital in a deed is intended 
as an admission by both parties or only by one of them is a question 
of construction (q). If intended as an admission by both, it estops 
them both ; otherwise it only estops the party whose statement it 
is intended to be (q), 

(8) No person who is not a party to a deed can sue or be sued 
upon it, even though it is expressed to be made on his behalf or the 
covenants in the deed are expressed to be made with him (r). 


(k) Siggers v. Evans (1855), 6 E. & B. 367. 

(l) Morgan v. Pike (1864), 14 C. B. 473 ; Rose y. Poulton (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 
822 ; Petrie v. Bury (1824), 3 B. & 0. 353. 

(m) Morgan v. Pike, supra. 

(n) Price y. Moulton (1851), 10 C. B. 561 . But tliis rule does not apply where 
a contrary intention appears {Commissioner of Stamps y. llcpe, [1891] A. 0. 470, 
P. 0.); see p. 457, post, 

(o) Kingston's (Duchess) Case (1776), 20 State Tr. 355 ; 2 Smith, L. 0., 
11th ed., 731 ; Bowman y. Taylor (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 278 ; Carter y. Carter 
(1857), 3 K. dt J. 617. But this doctrine is not to be extended {Central Finance, 
Mortgage and Discount Co. y. Liberator Permanent Benefit Building Society (1878), 
10 Ch. D. 15, per Jessxl, M.B., at p. 24). As to estoppel mnerally, see title 
Estofpei^ a person who is sued on a contract under seal is not preduded 
from setting up by way of defence that the contract was made for an unlawful 
pmrpose or that tne consideration was tinlawful {Collins y. Blantem (1767), 2 
Wils. 341 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 369); see p. 407, post. 

{p) Carter y. Carter, supra; Fraser v. Pendlwury (1861), 31 L. J. (a P.) 1. 

(g) StroxeghiU y. Buck (1850), 14 Q. B. 781. 

(r) Storer y. Cordon (1814), 3 M. & S. 308 ; Berkeley y. Hardy (1826), 5 B. & 0. 
355 ; Southampton {Lord) y. Brown (1827), 6 B. & 0. 718 ; Chesterfield and 
Midland Silkstone Cmliery Co. y. Hawkins (1865), 3 H. & 0. 677 ; Be Inlemational 
Contract Co,, Pickering's Claim (1871), 6 On. .^p. 525 ; Schadt y. Anthony (1813), 
1 M. & S. 673; Torrington y. Lowe {\33S)^ it. B. 4 0. P. 26; Be Piercy, Ex 
parte Piercy (1873), 9 Ch. App. 33 ; and see Beeves y, JFatts (1866), L. B. 1 Q. B. 
412. But the benefit of a condition or coyenant resMcting any tmiements or 
hereditaments in a deed relating to real property may oe taken by a person who 
is not a party to the deed (Beal Property Act, 1845 (8 4 9 Viet. c. 100), s. 5 ; 
Forster y. Elvet Colliery Co., Ltd., [1908] 1 K. B. 629, 0. A., afiSrmed by n.L., 
nA nom. Dyson y. Foster (1908), 78 L. J. (cu.) 246. See also titles Landlord 
AND Tenant; Sale of Land). And see s. 46 of the Oonyeyancing and Law 
of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. o. 41), and title Aobnot, Vol. L, at 
pp. 168, 208, as to deeds executed by attorney. As to the rights and liabilities 
in Mneral of strangers to a contract, see p. 342, |>ost; as to the assignment of 
rights under a contract, see p. 495, post; and as to the effect tiie meation of 
a trust, see title Trusts and Trustees. 
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(4) The period during which a right of action on a contract 
under seal may be enforced is twenty years ; in the case of a simple 
contract the period of limitation is six years (s). 

(5) At common law a contract under seal could not be varied or 
discWged by a parol contract {t). In equity, however, this rule 
was not recognised (a) ; the rule of equity now prevails (b). 


Sttb-Seot. S . — Simple Contrade. 

687. This class includes all contracts which are not contracts of 
record or contracts under seal. Simple contracts may be either 
expressed by word of mouth or in writing, or partly m one way 
and partly in the other (c) ; or they may be either wholly or partly 
implied. 

A contract or part of a contract is implied by the parties where 
they show by their conduct that it is contemplated and intended 
by them though not expressed in terms. But where there is a 
contract in express terms, no agreement which is inconsistent with 
those terms can be implied from the conduct of the parties. 
Expressumfacit taciturn cetsare (d). 

A contract is in some cases said to be implied by law. Such an 
implied contract is really an obligation imposed by law indepen* 
dently of any actual agreement between the parties, and may be 
imposed notwithstanding an expressed intention by one of the 
parties to the contrary («). It is not a contract, in the true sense 
of the term, at all, but an obligation of the class known in the civil 
law as quasi-contracts. 


(<) CiTil Procedure Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 42), s. 3. Thu rule is subject 
to certain quali&catious ; see title Limitation of Actions. 

(t) Kaye v, Waghom (1809), 1 Taunt. 428 ; Selwjn, liaw of Nisi Pmu, 13th ed., 
p. 468 ; compare Kdldt v. Stockport Corporation (1906), 70 J. P. 154. But a 
parol agreement not to enforce performance of the covenants in a deed was valid 
at common law(iVasft v. Armstrong (1861), 10 0. B. (n. 8.) 259). 

(a) Webh rr. Hewitt (1857), 3 E. & J. 438 ; SUede v. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 537. 

h) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 25 (11) ; see p. 421, post. 

O^itors claiming in respect of specialty debts were formerly entitled to 
payment in priority to simple contract creditors in the administration of the 
estate of a deceased person, but this distinction was abolished by the Administra- 
tion of Estate Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet. c. 46). See title Exeoxttobs and 
Adhinistbatobs. 

(c) In certain cases contracts are required by law to be made in writing ; but 
these aro none the less simple contracts, for uey derive no efficacy from their 
foim and are not valid unless there is consideration {Bann v. Hughes (1778), 
7 Term Bep. 350, n., H. L.). The effect of the requirement is simply to render 
the contract incapable of proof unless it is in wming ; see p. 362, post. 

(d) ITarde v. Stuart (1856), 1 0. B. (N. 8.) 88 ; Fullwood v. Akerman (1862), 11 
C. B. (n. 8.) 737 ; Parker v. Ihbetson (1858), 4 0. B. (N. 8.) 346 ; Biggs v. fJordon 
(1860), 8 C. B. (n. 8.) 638 ; Caine v. Hor^all (1847), 1 Exch. 519 ; AUan v. 
Sundiut (1862), 1 H. & G. 123; Phillippe v. Briard (1856), 25 L. J. (EX.) 233; 
Bower v. Jones (1831), 8 Bing. 65 ; Qrten v. Mules (1861), 30 L. J. (0. P.) 343 ; 
Moon V. Camberwdl Borough Council (1904), 68 J. P. 157, C.A. ; Asad T. Bann 
(1830), 10 B. & 0. 438 ; Abbott v. Bates (1875), 45 L. J, (o, B.) 117, 0. A. As to 
the interpretation of contracts generally, see p. 609, post. 

(e) Core v. Oibson (1845), 13 M. & 623, per Pou/IOK, O.B., at p. 626 ; Be 

Bhodes, Bhodes v. Bhodes (1890), 44 Oh. D. 94, 0. A., per Ldtoley, L.J., at 
p. 107. As to contracts implied by law, see p. 463, post. 
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Part II. — Parties to Contract. 


Sect. 1. — Number of Parties. 

688. There must be at least two parties to a contract, a promisor 
and a promisee. An arrangement made between two departments 
or branches of the same firm or company, or between a partner and 
the firm, is not a contract, because a person cannot contract with 
himself (/). 

The parties to a contract must be definite persons, ascertained 
and existing at the time when the contract is made (g). An offer 
may be made to the world at large, but it can only be accepted by 
a definite person or definite persons, though the promisee need 
not be known to the promisor at the time when the contract is 
made(/i). 


Beot. 1. 
Number of 
Parties. 

Must be two 
partien at 
least. 

Definite 

persons. 


(/) Orey v. Ellison (1856), 1 Gifl. 438 ; Henderson v. Astwood, [1894] A. D. 150, 
P. 0. (mortgagee Belling by auction under power of sale cannot purchase the 
propel^ himself) ; Moore, Nettlefold & Co, v. Singer Manufacturing Co,, [1904] 

1 K. B. 820, 0. A. (landlord selling under a distress cannot be hims^ the 
purchaser). The efPect of a purchase by a company of its own debentures is 
to extinguish the debt, because the company cannot be both debtor and creditor 
{Re Oeorge Rouiledge Sons, Ltd,, Hummel v. George Routledge tfe Sons, Ltd,, [1904] 

2 Ch. 474 ; and see Re W, Tasker dc Sons, Hoarev. W, Tasker Jb Sons, Ltd,, p905j 
2 Ch. 687, C. A.). A shipowner cannot charge freight in respect of the carriage 
of his own goods {Keith v. Burrows (1877), 2 App. Oas. 636 ; Swan v. Barher 
(1879), 6 Ex, D. 130, 0. A.). 

(a) Kelner v. Baxter (1866), L. E, 2 0. P. 174. Thus, a contract purporting 
to be made on behalf of a proposed company which is not at the time in 
existence is yoid so far as the future company is concerned, and cannot be 
ratified by the company when formed {Re Northumberland Avenue Hotel Co, 
(1882), 33 Oh. D. 16, C. A. ; Natal Land and Colonization Co, v. Pauline Colliery 
Syndicate, [1904] A, 0. 120, P. 0. ; North Sydney Investment and Tramway Co, 
V. Higgins, [1899] A. 0. 263, P. 0. ; Scott v. Ebury (Zorcf) (1867), L. E. 2 U. P. 
255 ; Melhemo v. Porto Alegre Rail, Co, (1874), L. E. 9 U. P. 503 ; Re Patent 
IvoryManufacturing Co,, Howard v. Patent Ivory Manufacturing Co, (1887), 38 
C!h. D. 166 ; and see Bagot Pneumatic Tyre Co, v. Clipper Pneumatic Tyre Oo„ 
[1902] 1 Ch. 146, 0. A, ; Metal Constituents, Ltd,, Lurgan^s (Z^ora) Case, 
U902J 1 Ch. 707) ; Re English and Colonial Produce Co,, Ltd,, [1906] 2 Cn. 435, 
0. A. ; Re National Motor Mail-Coach Co,, Ltd,, Clinton's Claim, [1908] 2 Ch. 
515, 0. A., at p. 521 ; but the company ma]^ make a new contract adopting the 
terms of a continct made by the promoters either in whole or in part {Re PaJteni 
Ivory Manufacturing Co,, Howard v. Patent Ivory Manufacturing Co,, supra; Re 
Dale and Plant, Ltd, (1889), 61 L. T. 206 ; Spiller v, Paris Skating Rink Co, 
(1878), 7 Ch. D. 368), provided the new contract is one which may lawfully be 
made by the con^any {Preston v. Liverpool, Manchester etc. Bail, Co, {Pf^mrietors) 
(1856), 5 H. L. Cas. 605). See title Oompai^ies, Yol. Y. Contracts ox marine 
insurance form an exception to the rule stated in the text* Such a contract 
may be made on behalf of all persons interested in the property insured, and be 
efiPectiyely ratified by any person who is subsequently ascertained to have an 
interest {H^edom v. Oliverson (1814), 2 M. & S. 4851. And see Tzquierdo v. 
Clydebank Engineering and Shipbuilding Co,, [1902] A. C. 524, as to the ririit 
of a successor in office to sue on a contract made by an officer of State in nis 
official capacity. As to contracts on behalf of unincorporated associations, see 
p. 339, post; and as to bills and notes payable to bearer or to a fictitious 
or non-existent person, see title Bills of Exohakqx, Pbomissoby Notes, awb 
Njsgotiablb Instbuhents, Yol. IL, pp. 472, 474. 

(A) For instance, in the case of an advertisement oSering a reward for services 
to be rendered (Williams v. Carwardine (1833), 4 B. & Ad. 621) ; see p. 349, post. 



886 


COKTBAOr. 


Biot.S. 
Joint and 
Several 
Promisee. 

Joint uid 

serenl 

promiaes. 


Non-ezecn> 
tion by a 
party. 


Bbot. 2. — Joint and Several Promieee. 

689. Any number of persons may join in making or accepting 
a promise. A promise made by several persons jointly is called 
a joint promise. Where several persons join in making a promise 
each of them is liable for the performance of the whole promise (a), 
but if one of them is sued alone on the promise he has a right to 
insist upon the others being joined as defendants with him(b). 
Whether the promise is made to several persons jointly or several 
persons join in making the promise, in either case there is only one 
debt or obligation, and performance made to or by one of the joint 
promisees or joint promisors, as the case may be, discharges the 
contract altogether (c). 

690. Where a promise is intended to be made by several persons 
jointly, if any one of such persons fails to execute the agreement 
there is no contract, and no liability is incurred by such of them as 
have executed the agreement (d). 

Similarly, where a promise is intended to be made to several persons 
jointly, if any of the joint promisees fail to execute the agreement the 
others cannot enforce it as a contract made with them alone (e) ; 
hut in the case of a contract made by deed, a covenant may be 
enforced, notwithstanding that the deed has not been executed by 
some of the joint covenantees, in the absence of evidence that they 
did not assent to the covenant, for in such a case their assent is 
presumed from the fact that they join in suing on the covenant (/). 


(a) Cabell v. Vaitghan (1670), 1 Wms. Saund. 291 ; Herriee t. Jcmiaon 
(1794), 5 Term Bep. 553 ; Rkhardt v. Heather (1817), 1 B. & Aid. 29 ; MoimU 
Stephen v. Bro<dce (1818), 1 B. & Aid. 224 ; King v. Hoare (1844), 13 M. & W. 
494, at p. 505 ; Royal Albert Hall Corporation v. Winehilsea (1891), 7 T. L. B. 
362, 0. A., per LmousT, L.J., at p. 364. 

S Kendall r. Hamilton (1879), 4 App. Cas. 504, at p. 544 ; Pill^ t. 
Mon (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 155. But if the co-promisor is out of the juris- 
diction ana cannot be served with process, the action m^ be allowed to proceed 
without him. As to adding defendants, see B. 8. 0., Ord. 16, r. 11, and title 

PBACnCE AND PBOdSDXTBE. 


(c) See p. 410, post. 

(a) Underhill v. Harwood (1804), 10 Yes. 209, at p. 226 ; Latch v. Wedlake 
(IMO), 11 Ad. & El. 059 ; Bonser v. Cox (1841), 4 Beav. 379 ; Evans v. Bremridge 
(1856), 8 DeO. M. & G. 100, 0. A. ; McCUany. iTennard (1874), 9 Oh. .iy>p. 336 ; 
Royal Albert Hall Corporation v. Winehilsea (1891), 7 T. L. B. 362, 0. A., per 
Eat, L. J., at p. 360. Thus, an agreement whi(di is executed by seven members 
of a syndicate consisting of eight persons is not binding on any of them (Coopers v. 
Unitm Contrad Corporation ^897), 14 T. L. B. 29). Nor is a joint and several 
guarantee which is signed by three only out of ^ four guarantors {National 
Provincial Bank o/ England v. Braekenoury (1906), 22 T. L. B. 797). Where 
one of the signatories of a joint and sevem bond in executing the instrument 
introduces a Emitation of pliability to which the other parties have not agreed, 
thne is no contract binding any of the signatories {EtUsmere Brewery Co. v. 
Cooper, [1896] 1 Q. B. 75 ; m p. 424, post). This rule has no application in the 
case of a contract made with a finm for every partner is an agent of the 
other partners for the purpose of ^e firm’s business, and has authority to enter 
into contracts on their behalf ; see title Fabtkxbshiv. 

(^ Wetl^eU V. Langston (1847), 1 Exdi. 634 ; JSbmsty v. Bird (1869), 38 
L. J . (oh.) 244. 

8 B. ft C. 853 { Bom v. Poidton (1831), 2 B. ft Ai 
m-, WethereUy. Langston, supra. 
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691. Where a promise is made to several persons jointly, they are 
entitled oollectively to performance of it. Proceedings to enforce 
the performance of such a promise can only be taken in the names 
of all the joint promisees ; one of them cannot sue alone, becanse 
the promise was made to all of them jointly, and not to any of them 
separately (g). 

Where a joint lease is made by two or more tenants in common, 
they must all join as plaintiffs in an action brought to enforce 
covenants made for the protection of their common interest, such 
as covenants to repair (k). If an entire rent is reserved bv the 
lease it may be recovered in an action brought jointly by all the 
tenants in common ; but if there is a separate reservation of rent 
to each of them a separate action must be brought by each to 
recover the rent that is due to him (t). 

692. On the death of one of the persons by whom a joint 
promise has been made the liability devolves upon the survivors, 
the representatives of the deceased being under no liability (&) ; and 
on the death of one of several joint promisees the right of action on 
the promise vests in the survivors of them (1). In the case of a joint 
and several continuing guarantee, on the death of one of the sureties 
the survivor remains liable in respect of subsequent advances until 
notice is given by him to determine his liability (m). 

693. A promise is called a joint and several promise where several 
persons join in making a promise to the same person or persons, 
and at the same time each of them makes the same promise 


M Cabell t. Vaughan (1670), 1 Wms. Saund. 291 ; Scott t. Godwin, (1797), 
1 Bos. & P. 67 ; Guidon v. Bohton (1809), 2 Camp. 802 ; Jell y. Douglas (1821), 
4 B. & Aid. 374 ; Hataall y. Griffith (18^), 2 Cr. & M. 679; Heath y. Chilton 
(1844), 12 M. & W. 632 ; Petrie y. Bury (1824), 3 B. & 0. 353 ; Chanter v. Leeee 
n839), 6 M. & W. 698, Ex. Ch. The non-joinder of a necessary party will not 
defwt an action, and the names of any parties who ought to have been joined as 
plaintiffs may be added by order of the court or a judge at any stage of the 
proceedings (£. S. 0., Ord. 16, r. 11). See title Pbaotiob and PnoOBDUBE. 

(A) Littleton’s Tenures, 314, 315, 316 ; Co. litt. 198 a ; Holey y. Addenbrooke 
(1843), 4 Q. B. 197 ; Thompson y. Hakewill (1865), 19 0. B. (k. 8.) 713. 

(t) Powis y. Smith (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 850. 

(A) Richards y. Heather (1817), 1 B. & Aid. 29 ; TFAtfe y. Tyndall (1888), 13 
Ato. Cas. 263; Clarke y. BtcAers (1845), 14 Sim. 639 ; Colder y. Rutherford (1822), 
3 Brod. & Bing. 302; Ashbeey. Pidduck (1836), 1 M. & W. 564 ; Re Maria 
Anna and Steitibank Coal and Coke Co., HilTs Case (1875), L. R. 20 Eq. 585, 595. 
But in the administration of the- estate of a deceased promisor a promise which 
in form is joint only and would be so construed at law may be construed as joint 
and seyeral, and this equitable rule applies especoally in the case of promises by 
partners. See Beres/ord y. Browning (1875), L. E. 20 Eq. 564 ; Levy y. Salt 
(l877), 87 L. T. 709; Richardson y. Horton (1843), 6 Beay. 185 ; Devaynet v. 
Hdble (1816), 1 Mer. 530 ; Sumner y. Potoell (1816), 2 Mer. 30 ; and title 
PAKTNEBSHir. 


(Q Anderson y. Martindale (1801), 1 East, 497 ; Jell y. Douglas, supra ; Martin 
y. Orompe (1697), 1 Ld. Baym. 340 ; Attumod y. Rattenbury (1822), 6 Moore 
(o. P.), 579; Rose y. Poulton (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 822. A. promise under seal to 
pay money to two or more persons jointly or to do any act for them implies an 
obligation to perform the act for the suryiyor or suryivors of them (Conveyancine 
and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. o. 41), s. 60) ; see ^e Ebal 
Pbopbbtt and usatteia Ebad. 

(ffl) Beckett y. Addyman (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 783, 0. A. See title GhlABANm. 
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CONTAAOT. 


Seot.s. Beparately to the same promisee. In such a case there are, in 

Joint and addition to the joint promise which is made by all of the 

several promisors together, several promises made by each of them 

Promises, separately, and each of the promisors incurs both a joint and a 

several liability (n). All or any of the promisors may be sued, at 
the option of the promisee, in respect of a joint and several liability, 
and separate actions may be brought against each(n). In the 
event of the death of any of them, the personal representatives of 
the deceased are liable jointly and severally with the survivors (o). 

ConstmctioD. 694. The question whether a particular promise is several or joint 
or both joint and several is one of construction, and depends upon 
the intention of the parties as expressed in the contract. Where 
several persons join in making a covenant, the rule is that the 
covenant is to be construed according to the ordinary meaning 
of the terms used by the parties, which is not to be departed from 
on considerations of hardship or inconvenience (p). No particular 
words are necessary to constitute a covenant of either kind — that 
is to say, either joint or several. If two persons covenant generally 
for themselves without any words of severance, or promise that 
they or one of them will do a thing, a joint liability is created ; and 
if the covenantor’s liability is to be confined to his own acts 
words of severalty must be added (g). If, however, the terms 
of the covenant are ambiguous it is to be construed according to 

(n) King r. Hoare (1844), 13 M. & W. 494, at p. 505 ; Deecham v. Smith 
(1858), E. B. & E. 442; Owen v. Wilkinum (1858), 5 C. B. (m. 8.) 526; lie 
Jeffery, Ex parte Honey (1871), 7 Ch. App. 178. As to joint and several 
fpiarantees, see^ title Quabantee ; and as to the rights of the creditor on the 
bankruptcy of joint and several debtors, see title Bakkbuftct and Insolvency, 
Yol. 1I„ at pp. 218 et eeq, 

(o) Bums V. Bryan or Martin (1887), 12 App. Cas. 184; Tippine v. Coatee 
(1853), 18 Beav. 401 ; Church v. King (1836), 2 My. & Cr. 220. And see 

§ . 461, poet. As to acknowledgment of debt by executor of deceased joint 
ebtor, see Bead v. Price, [1909^ 1 K. B. 577. 

(p) Bums T. Bryan or Martin, supra; White v. TyndaB (1888), 13 App. Cas. 
263, per Lord Fitzoerald, at p. 275. 

(o) White V. Tyndall, supra, per Lord Halsbubt, L.G., at p. 269, quoting 
with approval Platt on Covenants, p. 117 ; Armstrong v. Cahill (1880), 6 L. E. Ir. 
440. l^tances of covenants which have been constouod as jomt will be found 
in that case ; see also Collins v. Prosser (^1823), 1 B. & C. 682, and Copland v. 
Laporte (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 517. In Mathewson's Case (1597), 5 Go. Bep. 22 b, 
and Lee v. Nixon (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 201, the use of such a word as “ severally ” 
was held to show that the liability was not joint, but several ; compare Tyser v. 
Shipowners' Syndicate {Reassured), [1896] 1 .Q. B. 135. For examples of a joint 
and several obligation, see Nortimmberland {Duke) v. Errington (1794), 5 
Term Bep. 522 ; Be Smith, Fleming dt Co., Ex parte-Hording (1879), 12 Ch. D. 
557, 0. A^; Sayer y. Chaytor (1699), 1 Lut. ^5 ;' Church y. King (1836), 2 
My. & Or. 220 ; Tippins y. Coates (1853), 18 Beav. 401. The liability of the 
papers of a firm on contracts entered into by the firm is joint, not joint 
and several ; but the estate of a deceased partoer is also severally liable on 
such contracts so &r as they remain unsatisfied (Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 
Tict. c. 39), s. 9} see title Pabtnership. The makers of a promissory note 
may be liable on it either jointly or jointly and severally, according to the 
tonor of the note ; but the acceptors of a bul of exchange can only be liable 
^^tly (Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yiot. o. 61), as. 6, 85 ; seo title 
Bills op Excuanoe, Proiussort Motes, and NsaonABLE iNSTEUuEirrs, 
YoL n., at p. 471. See also, as to joint and joint and several bonds, title 
Bonds, Yol. m., at p. 79. 
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the interests of the^ parties — that is to say, if their interests are 
joint the covenant is to be construed as joint, and if their interests 
are several it is to be construed as imposing a several liability on 
each of the covenantors (r). 

In the case of a promise which is made to several persons, the 
covenant will be moulded according to the interests of the cove- 
nantees ; if their interests are joint the covenant will be construed 
as joint ; and if their interests are several it will be construed as 
several (s). This rule of construction holds even where there is no 
ambiguity (0, and will be applied without regard to the language 
of the covenant, unless the terms of the covenant unequivocally 
show a contrary intention (u). A promise cannot be made to several 
persons both jointly and severally (tc)* 

Sect. 8. — Contracts with Unincorporated Associations. 

695. There are many kinds of voluntary associations which, being 
unincorporated and not being partnerships, have no legal entity, 
and therefore cannot as such enter into any contract. The most 
common instance is that of a members’ club, which is an association 
of a peculiar nature (a). A club is not a partnership or an associa- 
tion for gain, and its members have no power as such to bind 
one another by contracts entered into on behalf of the club. The 
distinguishing feature of a club is that its members as such incur 
no liability to anyone beyond the amount of the subscription 
which is fixed by the rules (b). The affairs of such an association 
are managed by a committee, who have power to enter into 
contracts so as to bind the funds of the club, but not to pledge the 
credit of the members (c). Membership of the committee, however, 
does not in itself involve liability on such contracts. The question 


(r) Ecdeston v, Clipsham (1668), 1 Wma. Saund. 153 ; Sorabie v. Park (1843), 
12 M. & W. 146. 

(a) Slingsbt/’a Caae (1581), 6 Co. Hop. 18 b, Ex. Ch. ; Ecdutony, Clipsham, supra; 
Ariaerson v. Mariindale (1801), 1 East, 497 ; Southcote v. Hoars (Bart.) (1810), 3 
Taunt. 87 ; Owatony. Ogls (1811), 13 East, 538; James y. Emery (1818), 8 
Taunt. 245, Ex. Ch. ; Withers v. Bircham (1824), 3 B. & C. 254 ; Servants y. 
James (1829), 10 B. & C. 410 ; •IJataall y. Griffith (1834), 2 Cr. & M. 679; Foley 
y. Addenhrtioke (1843), 4 Q. B. 197 ; Mills y, Ladbroke (1844), 7 Man. & O. 218 ; 
Hopkinson v. Lee (1846), 6 Q. B. 964 ; Bradburne v. Bot^d (1845), 14 M. & W. 
669; Wakefield y. Brown (1846), 9 Q. B. 209 ; Mnynay y. Edwards (1853), 13 
C. B. 479 ; Steeds v. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 63’7 ; Haddon y. Ayres (1858), 
1 E. & E. 118 ; Palmer y. MalH (1888), 36 Ch. D. 411, C. A. 

(<) Hopkinson y. Lee, supra. 

(u) Bradburne y. Botfidd, supra. This rule of construction has no appli- 
cation to the case of covenantors ; see White y. Tyndall (1888), 13 App. Cos. 
263. 


(w) Slingsby’s Case, supra ; Ecdeston y, Clipsham, supra ; Withers y. Bircluxm, 
su^a; Bradburne y. Botjield, supra. As to the performance of contract 
generally, see p. 410, post. As to the transmission of liability in the case of 
uie death of one of the promisors, see p. 337, ante; and as to' toe right of a 
joint promisor who has paid the whole amount due or moiw than his share of it 
to recover contributions from the other joint debtors, see p. 471, post, and ti tlet 
OuABAirrEE; PABTNEBSniP. 

(a) See title Clubs, VoL IV., p. 420. 

(i) Wise y. Perpetual Trtistee Co., [190^ A. 0. 139, P. 0. 

(c) Flemyng y. Hector (1836), 2 M. & W. 172. 
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of the UabUity in such cases w a question of principal wd agent, 
Md is governed by the ruleswhich apply to contracts made through 
an agent (d). Thus, where work has been done or ^s hnve been 
supplied to a club, the only persons who can be made liable on the 
con&act are the persons who actually mve the order for the work 
or the goods in question, or who either expressly or impliedly 
authorised the giving of the order on their behalf, or who ratified 
the order after it had been given (e). A cricket or football club 
is in the same position as a social or political club with regard to 
contracts made on its behalf (/). 


696. The same principles apply to contracts made on behalf of 
unincorporated charitable institutions, such as hospitals ( 9 ), or 
societies like the Thimble League, which was formed by ladies with 
the object of providing clothing for the poor {h). 

A volunteer corps was another instance of a body which had no 
legal entity, and could not be bound as such even if every member 
of the corps joined in making the contract. The only way in which 
a binding contract could be made on behalf of such a body was by 
somebody pledging his personal liability on its behalf. If the 
person who contracted on behalf of the corps entered into the con- 
tract as an agent only, the contract could not be enforced by the 
other party, for the agent incurred no personal liability, and there 
could be no ratification of such a contract by the members of the 
corps, because the contract did not purport to be made on their 
behalf as individuals (i). 

697. A building society is not in the nature of a partnership, and 
the doctrine of principal and agent is applicable in the case of debts 
properly incurred by the directors for the ordinary purposes of the 
society. The liability in this case depends not on the terms of 
the contract of the members inter se, but on the fact that all the 
members are principals and the directors are their agents in 
relation to the necessary business of the society {k). 

698. Voluntary associations of persons are frequently formed for 
the purpose of carrying out functions of a social character, such as 
a race meeting or regatta, a public dinner or a subscription dance. 


(d) Todd T. EmJy (1841), 8 M. & W. 605 ; Steele t. Oourley (1887), 8 T. L. B. 
772, 0. A See title Aoknot, Vol. L, p. 145. 

(«) For a full treatment of this aubjeet. Me title Olitbs, Yol. lY., p. 420. 

(/) Barnett and Scott v. ITood (18^), 4 T. L. B. 278, 0. A ; compare Brown 
V. Lewie (1896), 12 T. L. B. 465. 

(ff) Glenester v. Hunter (1831), 5 0. & P. 62 ; BurU Smith (1831), 7 Bing. 
705 ; Seed and Pereonal Advance Co. t. Phalm/pin (1893)i 9 T. L. B. 509, 0. A. 
(A) Royod Albert Hall Corporation v. WinchUeea (1891), 7 T. L. B. 862, 0. A 
(0 Jonee t. Hope (1880), 3 T. L. B. 247, n., 0. A Otner instance, of contracts 
made on behalf of a volunteer corps are to be found in Croee y. WBlUmt (1862), 
7 H. & N. 675 ; Hehbert A Co. y. Silver (1892), 8 T. L. B. 234 ; Samuel Brothere 
V. [1907] 1 K. B. 709, aflBtaed [1908] 1 K B. 184, 0. A The status 

of the fomer volunteer corps has been altered by recent legislation, and 
TOlunteer batallionB are now merged in the Territorial Army (aee title MTAL 
Foboeb), but it is submitted that as social bodies the rules m to their contra^ 
stated above are still eSective. 

iiondoB and Omeral Permanent Benefit Building Soeietu, [1894] 2 
Ch. 852. See title Buiidiko Soonmm, YoL HL, p. 821. 
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or the local celebration of events of national importance, such as 
the jubilee of the late Queen Victoria or the coronation of His 
Majesty King Edward VII. Such associations differ from clubs in 
that they are formed for a temporary purpose only and cease to 
exist as soon as that purpose has been carried out, and their 
proceedings are not usually governed by any special rules or 
regulations. 

Associations of this kind have no legal entity, and cannot either 
sue or be sued on contracts made in their name or on their behalf. 
The liability for goods supplied or work done for them rests, as in 
the case of clubs, with the persons by whom or with whose authority 
the order for the goods or the work was given ( 1 ). A distinction is 
to be drawn as regards the inference of authority in such cases 
between the members of a provisional committee who merely lend 
the sanction of their names to the project and the members of the 
acting committee who are appointed for the purpose of carrying the 
scheme into effect (m). 

699. A resolution passed at a meeting of the managers of a school, 
who are not an incorporated body, in favour of the appointment of 
a particular candidate to the post of headmaster does not constitute 
a contract unless it is communicated by them to the selected candi- 
date. Until that is done the managers reserve to themselves the 
power to reconsider their decision (n). 

700. In any of the cases above referred to, if the creditor looks for 
payment not to any of the members of the association, but to a 
particular fund, he can only have recourse to that fund and cannot 
make the members liable on the contract (o). 

Sect. 4. — Capacity of Parties. 

701. Primd Jade, any person is capable of entering into a 
contract, but certain classes of persons are in law incompetent to 
contract, or are only capable of contracting to a limited extent or 


(Q Pilot y. Craze (1888), 52 J. P. 311 (stewaidB of jubilee /ffe) ; Bill (Lord 
Arthur) T. Lathom [Early (1894), 10 T. L. B. 301 fexecutire council of Irish 
Exhibition in London). See also Carrick'e Case (185^, 1 Sim. (N. s.) 505 (persons 
engag^ in an attempt to form a limited company) ; Codeorell t. Aueompte (1857), 
2 0. B. (n. 8.) 440 (members of a coal dub). 

(m) ReynM T. Lewis. Wyld v. Hopkins (1846), 15 M. A W. 517 ; Burnside v. 
Dayrdl (1849), 3 Exch. 224 ; Maddi^ y. Marshcdl (1864), 17 0. B. (u. 8.) 829, 
Ex. Ch. ; Bright y. Hutton (1852), 3 H. L. Cas. 341 ; Norris y. dottle (1850), 2 
H. L. Cas. 647 ; Hutton y. Thompson (1851), 3 BL L. Cas. 161 ; Bailey y. 
Jfacaulay (1849), 13 Q. B. 815 ; Lake y. Argyll (Duke) (1844), 6 Q. B. 477 ; Pilot 
y. Craze, supra. As to the liability of promoters of companies on oontraots 
made in the course of promotion, see title Coutakiss, Yol. V. 
fn) Powell y. Lee (1908), 99 L. T. 284. 

\o) Thus, the minister of a Baptist church who was appointed by the 
deacons of the church at a weekly salary could not make the deacons liable 
for Myment of his salary where he looked for payment to a fund subeoribed 
by the members of the congregation and there was nothing to indicate that 
the deacons undertook to be personally liable for the payment (Morlsy y. 
Makin (1906), 54 W. B. 395). Compare Coults A Co. y. Irish Exhmtion 
in London (1891), 7 T» L. B. 313, C. A. ; Scott y. Abury (Lord) (1867), L. B. 
2 C. P. 255. 
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Ck>NI»AOT. 

in a particular manner. A contract which has been entered into 
bv such persons is in some cases void, so that no rights can ^ 
acquired under it by either party ; in other cases the contract is 
voidable at the option of the party suffering from the disability or 
his representative, so that he has the right to enforce the contract 
if he chooses to do so. The most important instances of total or 
partial incapacity to contract we dealt with under separate titles, 
but there ore certain cases which may conveniently he mentioned 
here (o). 

702. No contract can he made with an alien enemy, that is to 
say, with a subject of a State with which this country is at war, 
during the continuance of the war, except in pursuance of a licence 
from the Crown, for all unlicensed trading with an alien enemy is 
illegal (i). 

703. A person who has been convicted of treason or felony and 
sentenced to death or penal servitude is incapable of making any 
contract until he has served his term of imprisonment or received 
a pardon ; but this disability is suspended while he is lawfully at 
large under a licence (c). 

704. A contract made by a person who was so drunk that he 
did not know what he was doing at the time when he entered into 
the contract is voidable at his option, but is not void (d). Such a 
contract is on the same footing as a contract made by a person of 
unsound mind (e). The person seeking to avoid the contract must 
prove that his condition was known to the other party at the time 
when the contract was made (/). 

A person who by reason of drunkenness is incompetent to con- 
tract is liable for the reasonable price of necessaries sold and 
delivered to him (g). 

Sect. 5. — Bights and Liabilities of Strangers to the Contract. 

705. As a general rule a contract affects only the parties to it, 
and cannot be enforced by or against a person who is not a party. 


(o) Por the full treatment of this subject, see titles Banketjptot, Vol. n., 
p. 268 ; HusBANn Aim Wivb ; Infaittb Aim Children ; Lunatics and 
Persons of Unsound Mind. Particular rules are also applicable in the case 
of corporations, companies, and partnerships, and are dealt with under those 
respective titles. 

(ti) See titles Alibns, Vol. L, p. 310 ; Conflict of Laws, Vol. VI., p. 232. 

(e) Forfeiture Act, 1870 (33 & 34 Vioi o. 23), S8,.8',-30; see title CIruonal 
Law and Procedure. 

(d) Oore v. Oibton (1846), 13 M. & W. 623; Matthews v. Baxter (1873), L. E. 
8 Exch. 132; Say v. BartuuA (1812), 1 Ves. & B. 196; Shawv. Thackray (IS63), 
1 Sm. & G. 637. 

(e) Molton v. Camroux (1849), 4 Exch. 17, Ex. Ch. ; see title Lunatics and 
Persons of Unsound Mind. 

(/) Imperial Loan Co. T. Stone, [1892] 1 Q. B. 699, 0. A. ; (Met v. Olayworth 
(1 Sll)i 18 Ves. 12 (intoxication not per $e a ground for relief in equitv). 

(y) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (60 & 67 Viet c. 71), s. 2. “ Necessanes” here 
means goods suitable to his condition in life and to his actual requiremests at 
the time of the sale and delivery. See title Infants and Childrxn. 
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even if the contract is made for his benefit and purports to give him 
the right to sue or to make him liable upon it (h). The fact that 
a person who is a stranger to the consideration of a contract stands 
in such near relationship to the party from whom the consideration 
proceeds that he may be considered a party to the consideration 
does not entitle him to sue upon the contract (i). 

706. Conditions cannot be imposed on a contract for the sale of 
goods BO as to bind persons who may purchase the goods from the 
original buyer and be enforceable against them by the original 
seller, even if the conditions are brought to the notice of the 
ultimate buyers at the time of the sale to them (j). 

707. In many cases the breach of a duty arising out of a con- 
tract may be treated either as a breach of contract or as a tort at 
the option of the party injured. This does not enable a person 
who is not a party to the contract to sue for the breach of a duty 
arising out of the contract where the claim is in substance one for 
breach of contract (A;); but if he has a cause of action independently 
of the contract, he is not precluded from suing in tort (1). 

708. The articles of association of a limited company are an 
agreement inter socios, and cannot be enforced against the company 
by an outsider, even if they contain a provision intended for his 
benefit, because they do not constitute a contract between him and 
the company (m). 

709. An unincorporated association or society cannot authorise 
an ofiQcer to sue or be sued on their behalf upon contracts made 
by them, even if their rules purport to give them power to do 


{h) Schmaling v, Thomlimon (1815), 6 Taunt. 147; Price v. Easton (1833), 4 
B. & Ad. 433; Tweddle v. Atkinson (1861), 1 B. & S. 393 ; Play ford v. United 
Kingdom TeUgrayh Co. (1869), L. B. 4 Q. B. 706 ; Dickson v. Eenter^s Telegraph 
Go. (1877), 2 C. P. D. 62; Cleaver v. Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association^ 
[1892] 1 Q. B. 147, 0. A. ; Fleming v. Batik of New Zealand^ [1900] A. 0. 577, 
P. C.; Keighley t Maxsted Co. v. Durant^ A. 0. 240; Cavalier v. 

Pope^ [1906] A. C. 428 ; Cameron v. Young ^ [1908] A. 0. 176 ; compare Yzquierdo 
V. Clydebank Engineering and Shiphuildhig Co., [1902] A. 0. 524. Where by a 
contract which is ^heduled to and confirmed by a local and personal Act of 
Parliament obligation are imposed on two railway companies for the benefit of 
the public, such obligations are to be regarded as statutory and not merely 
contractual, so that third parties for whose benefit the obligations were 
imposed are entitled to enforce them {Davis Sons v. Toff Vale Bail. Co.^ 
[1895] A. 0. 542). As to the assignment of rights under a contract, see p. 495, 
post. 

(t) Ti^dle V. Atkinson (1861), 1 B. & 8* 893 ; Cavalier v. Pom, [1906] A. 0. 
428 (injury to wife of tenant through breach by landlord of agreement to 
execute repairs). 

{fj McOruther y. Pitcher, [1904] 2 Oh. 806, 0. A., following Taddy it Co. v. 
Stertous di Co., [1904] 1 Oh. 354. 

f^) Alton v. Midland Rail. Ob. (1865), 19 0. B. (n. S.) 213. 

(0 Taylor v. ManchesiUr, SheJjMd and Lincolnshire Bail. Co., [1895] 1 Q, B. 
134, 0. A. ; Ifeux v. Oreat Eastern Bail. Co., [1895] 2 Q. B. 3^, 0. A. See 
hues NBOLiaBNOB ; Tobt. 

(m) Mdhado v. Porto Alegre Bail. Co. (1874), L. E. 9 0. P. 503 ; Eley y. Positive 
O^emmeni Security Life Assurance Co. (1876), 1 Ex. D. 88, 0. A. ; BeBotherham 
Alum and Chemical Co. (1888), 25 Oh. D. 103, 0. A. ; Browne y. La Trinidad 

(1887), 37 Oh. D. 1,0. a; 


Bbot. 5. 

Klghtsaad 
Liabilittes 
of Strangers 
to the 
Contract. 

Conditions. 


Altcmatiye 

remedies. 


Articles of 
association. 


Officers of 
societies. 



844 


OONTRlOr. 


swjT. ». so(n). In some cases, however, this power has been expressly 
Bights and conferred by Act of Parliament (o). 

710. The rule above stated is subject to an exception in the 
” toSe ca®® ® contract made by an agent on behalf of an undisclosed 
extract principal, who is, as a general rule, entitled to sue and liable to bo 
— sued on it (p). Where a contract is entered into by an agent on 
Agency. ^ disclosed principal, generally speaking the principal 

alone can sue or be sued on the contract ; hut in certain oases the 
agent is entitled to sue and liable to be sued (g). 


Outui fue 
tnut. 


711. Another exception to the rule is recognised in oases where 
the contract is intended to secure a benefit to a person who is not 
a party to it (for instance, in the case of a marriage settlement), so 
that he has a beneficial right as cestui que trust under the contract. 
In such a case the person for whose benefit the contract was made 
is allowed in equity to enforce it (r). An agreement to pay money 
to a third person out of certain property may amount to a declaration 
of trust as distinguished from a mere covenant to pay money, and 
may in that case be enforced by him although he is not a party to 
the contract («). 


Honey had 712. Where a person has received money from another for the 
and reoeiTcd. purpose of its being paid over by him to a third person, and has 
admitted to such third person that he holds the money on these terms, 
the money can be recovered from him by the third person as money 
had and received to his use. In such a case the person who has 
received the money has constituted himself the agent of the third 
person, and no further consideration is necessary between them (t). 


(n) Oray v. Pearion (1870), L. B. 6 0. P. 668 ; Evant v. Hooper (1876), 1 
Q. B. D. 46, 0. A. See p. S39, ante. 

(o) E.g., in the case of joint stock hanking companies, Ountry Bankers Act, 
1826 (7 Oeo. 4, c. 46), ss. 4, 9; Companies Act, 1862 (26 & 26 Yict. o. 89), 
Sched. m.. Part 11. ; Banking Co-partnerships Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viot. 
c. 32); trade unions, Trade Union Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. c. 31), s. 9 ; friendly 
societies. Friendly Societies Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. o. 26), s. 94. And see 
titles Bankbbs Aim BAirKoro, Yol. L, p. 673 ; Coupaniks, YoL Y. ; FaisimLT 
SocisTiBs : Tbaub Ain> Teadb Ubiobs. 

(p) See title Aobbot, YoL L, p. 146. If, however, the contract is made hy 
de^, the principal can acquire no right unless he is a party to the deed ; see 
p. 333, anU. 

(q) For instance, where he contracts in his own name or where he has a 
sp^al interest in ihe subject-matter of the contract, as in the case of an 
auctioneer or a factor : see title Aobbot, Yol. L, p. 146. 

(r) Oale v. Gale (1877), 6 Oh. D. 144 ; Be Ratnerham Co. (1882), 25 Oh. D. 
103 ; Gandy v. Gandy (1886), 30 Oh. D. 67, 0. A. ; Drimmie v. Daviee, [1899] 
1 1. B. 176, 186, 0. A.; Gregory v. WtUiame (1817), 3 Mer. 682 ; and see title 
Tuttstb abd Trustees. As to building schemes,- reference may be made to 
ElUeton v. BeocAer, [1908] 2 Oh. 374. 

(«) Be En^ete Engineering Co. (1880), 16 Oh. D. 126, 0. A. ; JZ* FlavM, 
Murray v. Flavell, (1883), 26 Oh. D. 89, 0. A. See titles Sbttlbmbbts ; Trusts 
ABU Trustees. 

(0 Williame v. Everett (1811), 14 East, 682; Tates V. Bell (1820), 3 B. A Aid. 
643 : Baron v. Huehand (1833), 4 B. A Ad. 611 ; Lilly v. Hays (1836), 6 Ad. A El. 
648 ; Orr v. Union Bawc of BooUand (1864), 1 Maoq. 613 ; Mtore v. Buehell 
(1867), 27 L. J. (EX.) 3 ; Griffin y. Weatherly (1868), L. B. 3 Q. B. 763; 
Hodgeon v. Anderson (1826), 3 B. A 0. 842 ; Crowfoot v. Gtemm (1832), 9 Bing. 
872 ; Bdberteon y. Favmtleroy (1823), 8 Moore (o. P.h 10 ; WaOeer y. Beedron (1842), 
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713 In the case o! a contract for the oarriage of goods the 
contrjMjt is, in the absence of express agreement, consider^ to 
made between the carrier and the person at whose nsk the goods 
are carried, who is in most oases the consignee («). This case, 
therefore, is no exception to the general rule. 

714. A stranger to a contract, though not liable to be sued on 
the contract itself, may incur a liability in tort if ho wrongfully, 
either alone or in comnination with other persons, induces one of 
the parties to break the contract and thereby causes damage to the 
other party (v). It is now clear, in the case of a combination of 
two or more persons to procure a breach of contract, that the 
absence of malice and the desire to benefit the party who is 
induced to break the contract constitute no defence and pro- 
bably the same rule would be held to apply where the breach is 
knowingly procured by a person not acting in concert with anyone 
else (x). The principle is not confined to contracts involving the 
relationship of master and servant (y). 


Part III. — Formation of Contract. 

Sect. 1. — Offer and Acceptance. 

715. In order to constitute a contract there must be an offer 
made by one person to another, and an acceptance of that offer by 
the person to whom it was made (a). 

Sub-Sect. 1.— Offer. 

716. An offeri or, as it is sometimes called, a proposal, means the 
signification by one person to another of his willingness to enter 


9 M. & W.^ll ; Noble y. National Dieoount Co, (1860), 5 H. & N. 225 ; Uamilion 
y. Spottiswoode (1849), 4 Exch. 200; Hill y. Boyds (1869), L. £.. 8 Eq. 290; 
Fidd y. Megaw (1869), L. B. 4 C. P. 660. See p. 473, post, 

(u) Dawes y. Peck (1799), 8 Term Bep. 330; Dutton y. Sclomonson (1803), 3 
Bos. & P. 582 ; Fragano y. Long (1825^ 4 B. & 0. 219 ; Dunlop y. Lambert 
(1839), 6 Cl. & Fin. 600, H. L. But the consignee cannot sue on the contract 
unless the property in the goods has passed to him {Coombs y. Bristol and 
Exeter Rail, Co, (1858), 3 H. & N. 510). And see title Oarriebs, VoL IV., p. 1. 

(v) Lurrdey y. Oye (1853), 2 E. A B. 216; Bowen y. Hall (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 
333, 0. A. ; TemperUm y. Bussell^ [1893] 1 Q. B. 715, 0. A. ; Quinn y. Leathern^ 
[1901] A. C. 495 ; Oiblan y. National Amalgamated Labourers' Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland^ [1903] 2 K. B. 600, 0. A. ; South Wales Miners^ Federation 
y. Glamorgan Coal Go,, [1905] A. 0. 239 ; reference may be made to Conway y. 
Wade, [1908] 2 K. B. 844, 0. A. ; Smithies y. National Association of Operative 

[1909] 1 S[. B. 310, 0. A.; Jose y. Metallic Roofing Co, of Canada 
(1908), 78 L. J. (F. 0.) 36. For a more detailed treatment of this subject, see 
title Torts; ana as to its application to trade unions, see title Trade aed 
Trade Ueioes. 

{w) South Wales Minerd Federation y. Glamorgan Coal Co,, supra, 

(x) See GiUan y. National Amalgamated Labourer^ Union of Oirtat Britain and 
Ireland, supra, 

(y) Outnn y. Leathern, supra; National Phonograph Co, y. Edison^BM Con-- 
solidated Phonograph Co,, [1908] 1 Oh. 335, 0. A, ; Lumley y, Gye, supra ; Bowen 
y. HaU, supra ; Temperton y, RussM, supra, 

(a) Brogden y, Metre^itan Bail, Co, (1877), 2 App. Oas. 666, per Lord Blaok- 
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Tendcii. 


into a contract with him on certain terms. It may be express or 
may be implied from the conduct of the party. 

A mere statement of a person’s intention or a declaration of his 
willingness to enter into negotiations is not an offer, and cannot be 
accepted so as to form a binding contract {h). Thus, an advertise- 
ment of a sale by auction is not an offer binding the auctioneer to 
submit the lots for sale (c), nor is an an nouncement that a competi- 
tion will be held an offer of the prize to the competitor who obtains 
the highest marks (d). Nor does an intimation to an individual of 
the lowest price at which goods will be sold necessarily amount to 
an offer to sell him the goods at that price (c). 

An advertisement inviting tenders for the supply of goods 
extending over a period of time is not an offer, but an invitation for 
offers. A tender for the supply of such goods as may be required, 
no quantity being specified, is not an offer which may be accepted 
generally so as to form a binding contract, but is a continuing 
offer, which is accepted from time to time whenever an order is 
given for any of the goods specified in the tender (/). An acceptance 


{h) E.g.t a statement by B. to the father of A. that ho would give £100 to the 
man who married his daughter with his consent was held not to be an ofier 
on which a contract could be founded, since it did not appear to have been 
intended to form the basis of a contract [Week v. Tihold (1605), 1 Boll. Abr. tit 
Action sur Case (M) ; compare v. Colvin (1851), 15 Beav. 341). A 

letter written by a rather to the man who was about to marry his daughter, 
in which he stated that she would have a share of what ho left after the death 
of her mother, was held to amount merely to a statement of his intention to 
give her something at his death (Re Fickue^ Farina v. Fickus, [1900] 1 Ch. 3311. 
See also Licences Insurance Corporation and Guarantee Fund v. Lawson (1896), 
12 T. L. B. 501. In all such cases it is a question of intention whether the 
statement or declaration is to be considered a definite ofier which can be con- 
verted into a promise by acceptance. A promise to “ favourably consider ’* an 
application for the renewal of a contract at its expiration does not amount to 
a binding agreement (Montreal Qas Co. v. Vas^, [1900] A. C. 595, P. C.). An 
agr^ment to engage an actress at a salary to be mutually agreed upon is not 
a binding contract until the salary has been agreed (Lo/tus v. Robots (1902), 
18 T. L.B. 532, a A). 

(c) Harris v. Nickerson (1873), L. B. 8 Q. B. 286. But the highest htynd fids 
bidder at an auction may, perhaps, sue the auctioneer as upon an implied con- 
tract that the sale shall oe without reserve (Warlow v. Harrison (1858), 1 E. & E. 
295, Ex. Ch.). See title Auction and Auctioneers, Vol. I., p. 511. 

id) Rooks V. Dawson, [1895] 1 Ch. 487. 

(e) Harvey v. Facey, [1893] A. 0. 552, P. 0. ; Boyers Jb Co. v. Duke, [1905] 2 
1. B. 617. But a quotation of a certain quantity at a certain price, ** usual Plate 
terms,” coupled with the observation ** I shall be glad to hear if you are buyers,” 
is an offer i^Philp dt Co. y. Knoblauch, [1907] S. C. 994). A circular announcing 
that stock in trade will be sold by tender, and that the tenders will be received 
and opened on a certain date, is not an offer to selb and, therefore, cannot be 
accepted by sending in the highest tender (Spenxxr ’y. Harding (1870), L. E. 
5 C. P. 561). An announcement in a railway company's time tables that a 
train will start at a pa^icular time may be framed in such a manner as to 
bind the company if an intending passenger takes a ticket on the faith of such 
announcement (Denton v. Great Northern Rail, Co, (1856), 5 E. & B 860 ; see, 
however, Lockyer v. International Sleeping Car and European Es^ess Trains Co. 
(1892), 61 L. J. (q. b.) 501). Bailway companies almost invariably give notice 
that they do not wairant the departure or arrival of the trains at the times 
specified in their time tables. 

(/) Great Northern Rail. Co. v. Witham (1873), L. B. 9 0. P. 16 ; R. v. Demers, 
[1900] A. 0. 103, P. 0. ; Re Gloucester Municipal Election Petition, 1900, Ford v. 
N^h, [1901] 1 £. B. 6HS3 ; see also Burton v. Great Northern Rail. Co. (1854)f 
9 Exch. 507. 
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of such a tender merely amounts to an intimation that the offer bect. i. 
will be considered to remain open daring the period specified, and Offer and 
that it will be accepted from time to time by orders for specific Acceptance, 
quantities, and does not bind either party unless and until such orders 
are^ given (y). But a tender may be so worded as to impose an 
obligation on the person who accepts it to order all the goods that 
he requires for a particular business or purpose daring the period 
specified from the person whose tender has been accepted, provided 
it is sufficiently specified what the terms of the contract and the 
obligations of the parties are (h). 

Ai offer must be made by a definite person, but may be made to 
an indefinite number of persons (t). 

717. An offer remains open, that is to say can be accepted, nurationof 
during the time (if any) expressly or impliedly mentioned in the offer, 
offer, or, if no time is mentioned, during a reasonable time having 

regard to the nature and circumstances of the offer, provided that 
it has not in the meantime been revoked (J). 

An offer is determined by the lapse of the time during which it How deter- 
is to remain open (k ) ; by the death or insanity of the person by 
whom it was made, if the fact of his death or insanity comes to the 
knowledge of the person to whom the offer was made before he has 
accepted it (Z), or by his bankruptcy if the offer relates to his pro- 
perty (m) ; by the rejection or qualified acceptance of the offer by 
the person to whom it was made (n). 

718. An offer may be revoked at any time before it has been BeTocation 
accepted, provided that the revocation is communicated to the person 

to whom the offer was made (o). 


{(j) See cases referred to in note (/)i p. 846, ante. 

(h) hlington Union v. Breninall and Cldand (1907), 71 J. P. 407. 

(i) For instance, an advertisement of a reward to be paid to any ^rson who 
will give certain information to the advertiser is made to the woiid at large, 
and can be accepted by anyone who gives the required information {fVilliama 
V. Carwardine (1833), 4 B. & Ad. 621 ; see Spencer v. Harding (1870), L. E. 
6 0. P. 661 ; and judgment of Bowen, L.J., in Carlill v. Carbolic Smoke Bull Co.^ 
[1893] 1 Q. B. 266, C. A.). An offer of a reward to anyone discovering the secret 
of a certain trick was held to have been won by two persons found by the jury 
to have discovered the secret (Maakelyne v. Stollery (1899), 16 T. L. B. 97, 
H. L.). 

if) Meyndl v. Surteea (186^, 1 Jur. (n. 8.) 737 ; Bamsgate Victoria Hotel Co. 
V. Montefiore (1866), L. E. 1 £xch. 109. 

(k) Bamagate Victoria Hotel Co. v. Montefiore^ anpa. 

(Z) Dickinaon y. Dodda (1876), 2 Ch. D. 463, 0. A, per Mellish, L.J., at 
p. 476; see also Bladea v. Free (1829), 9 B. & C. 167 ; Thomaon v. Jamea (1866), 
18 Dunl. (a. of Seas.) 1 ; Drew v. Nunn (1879), 4 Q. B. D. 661, 0. A 

fm) Mt^nell v*. Surteea (1866), 25 L. J. (cH.) 267. 

(n) A qualified acceptance amounts in euect to a counter-offer, which in 
its turn requires acceptance by ^e person who made the original offer ; see 
p. 360, poat. 

(o) Offord y. Daviea (1862), 12 0. B. (n. s.) 748; Byrne y. Van Tienhoven 
(1880), 6 0. P. D. 344 ; Stevenaon y. McLean (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 846. A bidder 
at an auction may withdraw his bid at any tune before the hammer falls, even 
if there is a conoition that no bidder shcdl retract his bidding {Payne y. Cave 
(1789), 3 Term Eep. 148 ; Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Vict. a 71), s. 68). 
As to the revocation of an offer which has been made through the post, see 
p. 364, poat. 
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The fact that the person by whom the offer was made has agreed 
to keep it open for a specified time does not preclude him from 
revoking the offer before the expiration of that time if it has not 
been accepted, unless there was valuable consideration for the 
agreement to keep the offer open {p). 

The revocation need not be made in the form of an express 
withdrawal of the offer ; any act done by the person making the 
offer which is inconsistent with his keeping the offer open amounts 
to a revocation of the offer as soon as it comes to the knowledge of 
the person to whom the offer was made (g). An offer made in 
writing may be revoked by word of mouth (r). 

Sub-Sbot. 2.—Acctptanee. 

719. Acceptance means the assent of the person to whom an 
offer is made, signified in the mode required by the terms of the 
offer. Where no particular mode of acceptance is expressly required, 
the offer can be accepted in such manner as may be implied by the 
nature of the offer («). Thus, an offer may, according to circum- 
stances, be accepted by the communication of the assent of the 
person to whom it is made, or by his doing some act which he is 
requested by the terms of the offer to do (t), or by his accepting 


(p) Cooke Y. Oxley (1790), d Term Bep. 653; RouHtdgeY. Chrant (1828), 4 Bing. 
653 ; Head v. (1828), 3 Man. & By. (X. B.) 97 ; Dickinson v. Dodds (1876), 

2 Ch. D. 463, G, A. ; Bristol^ Cardiff and Swansea AHrated Bread Co. y. Maggs 

S , 44 Gh. D. 616. A continuing guaranty, not given under seal, for 
> advances to be made to a tliim person, if not so framed as to become 
operative before it is acted on, may be revoked or withdrawn altogether before 
beiog acted on, and as to further or future transactions may be terminated 
at any time unless the contrary be expressly stipulated {Offord v. Davies (1862), 
12 G. B. (n. s.) 748 ; Re Crace^ Balfowr v. Groce, [1902] 1 Gh. 733). There 
being no consideration to make the guarantee binding on the guarantor before 
an advance is made, the guarantee is a continuing offer which is accepted 
by each advance m^e to the amount of the advance, and is revocable at 
any time in rega^ to future advances [Westhead v. Sproson (1861), 6 H. & N« 
728). Under ordinary circumstances a continuing guarantee is revoked as to 
future advances hj notice of the death of the guarantor {Coulthart v. Clemtnison 

H , 5 Q. B. I). 42 ; but see the judgments of the Gourt of Appeal in 
wry, London aiui County Banking Co. v. Terry (1884), 25 Gh. D. 692, G. A., 
where the principle is considered o^n to doubt) ; and for exertional cases and 
treatment of the subject gen^lly m greater detail, see title Ouarabtee. As 
to letters of credit, see Be Agra and Masterman^s Bank, Ex parte Asiatic Banking 
Corporaiion (1867), 2 Gh. App. 391 ; Maitland v. Chartered Mercantile Bank of 
India^ London and China (1869), 38 L. J. (OH.) 363 ; Union Bank of Canada 
V. Cole (1877), 47 L. J. (o. B.) 100, G. A.), 
to) Dickinson v. Dodds (1876), 2 Gh. D. 463, 0. 

(r) Re Natal Investment Co.^ Witoorls Gase 0869), 20 L. T. 962 ; Re Brewery 
Assets Corporation^ TrumanU Oase^ [1894] 3 Gh. 272. 

(«) Household Fire Insurance Co. v* Grant (1879), 4 Ex. D. 216, 0. A. ; Henihom 
V. Fraser^ [1892] 2 Gh. 27, 0. A. As to the acceptance of an offer made 
through the post, see p. 352, wst. 

if) For instance, the offer of a railway company to carry passen^rs is accepted 
^ anyone who takes a ticket {Denton v. Great Northern Rau. Co. (185^, 5 
E. A B. 860). As to bow far a person taking a ticket is bound by the conditions 
printed hereon, see title Oarriebs, Yol. lY., pp. 54, 58. Entering for a yacht 
race subject to rides providing that the competitors sh^ be liable for all damam 
arising from a breach themf is an acceptance of the provisions of the nuM, 
and renders a competitor liable as between himself and the other competitors to 
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801 X 18 act which the person making the offer has offered to do in sbot. i« 
return for his promise (u). ^ It is necessary that the person acwpting Offer and 
an offer should notify his acceptance to the person making it, Acc eptan ce, 
except where the offer is made in consideration of some act to be communica- 
done by the person to whom it is made, and a notification of his tion. 
acceptance of the terms of the offer is expressly or impliedly dis- 
pensed with by the person making the offer (x). Where a notifica- 
tion is not dispensed with expressly, the <]^uestion whether it is to 
be deemed to be dispensed with by implication is a question of 
intention depending on the nature and terms of the offer and the 
circumstances of the particular case {x). 

Where the language of an offer leaves it doubtful whether 
the person making it intends to be legally bound thereby, the 
person to whom the offer is made cannot safely rely upon per- 
formance of the act requested by the terms of the offer as consti- 
tuting acceptance without giving notice to the person who made the 
offer that it is regarded by him as a binding offer (a). 

If, whatever a man’s real intention may be, he so conducts Estoppel. 


pay for all damage caused by a breach of the rules without taking advantage of 
the statutory linutaticm of Imbility for damage by collision {Olai^ v. Dunravm 
(Earl)^^ The Satanita, [1897] A. 0. 69). An offer of a reward to any person who 
will ^ve certain information is accepted by giving the information required, 
even if the information is not given with the object of earning the reward 
(Williame v. Carwardine (18.33), 4 B. & Ad. 621 ; England v. Davidson (1840), 11 
Ad. & EL 856 ; Tarner v. Walker (1867), L. R 2 Q. B. 301, Ex. CL ; Bent v. 
Wakefield Bank (1878), 4 0. P. D. 1 ; Thatcher v. England (1846), 3 0. B. 264 ; 
Bmiih v. Moore (1846), 1 0. B. 438). It has even been held in one case that 
the reward can be earned by a person who gives the required information, 
although at the time when he gave the information he did not know that an 
offer to pay a reward had been made, but the soundness of this decision is open 
to quesuon (Gihhons v. Proctor (1891), 64 L. T. 694). In Carlill v. Caroolic 
Smoke Bail C/o., [1893] 1 Q. B. 266, 0. A., it was held that an offer of a sum 
of money to any ^I'son who should contract a disease after i^ing a certain 
remedy for a specined time was accepted by a person who after using the remedy 
for that time contracted the disease. See also Be Agra and Mastermany Bank^ 
Ex parte Asiatic Banking Corwiration (1867), 2 Oh. App. 391). A bidding at a 
sale by auction is accepted by knocking down the hammer (Payne v. Gave (1789), 
3 Term Eep. 148). 

(u) Where an offer contains an intimation that acceptance will be presumed 
if no reply is received, the mere absence of a reply is not an acoeptance of the 
offer (FeftAowee v. Bindley (1862), 11 0. B. (n. s.) 869; Re Empire Assurance 
Corporationf Somerville^s Gass (1871), 40 L. J. (on.) 431). 

(a) Metjnell v. Surtees (1856), 25 L. J. (on.) 267 ; Brogden v. Metropolitan 
Rail. Co. (1877), 2 App. Oas. 666, at pp. 691, 692 ; Powell v. Lee (1908), 99 L. T. 
284 ; CariiU v. Carwdic Smoke Ball Co.^ supra ; M^Iver v. Richardson (1813), 1 
M. & S. 667 ; Modey v, Tinktor (1835), 1 Or. M. & S. 692. In Wilhy v. Elgee 
(1876), L. E. 10 0. 497, where the defendant had promised to pay a doubtful 

claim if the plaintiff would let it stand oyer, and the plaintiff had forborne to 
sue for three years, it was held that by merely not suing she had in effect 
communicated her acceptance of the defendant’s offer. 

(a) Thus, a statement that the defendant had no objection to guarantee the 
plaintiff against loss incurred by giving credit to a thiid person cannot after a 
considerame period be made available as a g^uarantee, where no notice has been 
given that it was so regarded by &e plaintiffs and the defendant has not con- 
sented t^t it should be a conclusive guarantee {M'lver v. Richardson (ISIS), 
1 M, & S. 667 ; Modey v. Tinkler (1836), 1 Gr.M. & B. 692). As to ambiguous 
acceptances, see Appleby v. Johnson (1874), L. E. 9 0. P. 168, and cases under 
title Sale of Land. 
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himself that a reasonable man would believe that he was assenting 
to the terms proposed, and the person making the offer acts upon 
that belief, the man thus conducting himself is bound by the 
contract as if he had intended to agree to the other party’s terms (5). 

Mere mental assent to the terms of an offer is not an acceptance 
of it (c), but acceptance may be implied from the conduct of the 
party. 

720. In order to constitute acceptance the assent to the terms 
of an offer must be absolute and unqualified (d). It the acceptance 
is conditional, or any fresh term is introduced by the person to 
whom the offer is made, his expression of assent amounts to a 
counter-offer, which in turn requires to be accepted by the person 
who made the original offer (€). 


(b) Smith V. Hughes (1871), L. E. 6 Q. B. 697, per Blaokbuen, J., at p. 607 ; 
Freeman ▼. Coole (1848), 2 Exch. 654. See title Estoppel. 

(c) Brogden v. Meiro^iian Bail. Co. (1877), 2 App. Cas. G66, per Lord Blaok- 
BUBK, at p. 691 ; Household Fire Insurance Co. v. Grant (1879), 4 Ex. D. 216, 
C. A., per Thesiger, L. J., at p. 221. ^ A resolution passed at a meeting of 
school managers in favour of tne appointment of a particular candidate as a 
teacher does not constitute a contract unless it is communicated by them to the 
selected candidate {Powell v. Lee (1908), 99 L. T. 28^. 

{d) Appleby y. Johnson (1874), L. E. 9 C. P. 158. Thus, an agreementto grant 
an underlease is not an acceptwoe of an offer requiring an assignment of a 
lease {Holland v. Eyre (1825), 2 Sim. & St. 194). A letter containing a 
warranty that a mare is quiet in double harness is not an acceptance of an (mer 
requiring a warranty that she is quiet in harness {Jordan v. Norton (1838), 

4 M. A W. 155). An allotment of portly-paid shares in a company is not an 
acceptance of an application for fully-paia shares {Re United Ports and General 
Insurance Co., Wynne's Case (1873), 8 Cn. App. 1002). An allotment of shares 
on which the amoimt credited is proportionate to the net assets of the company 
IB not an acceptance of an application for half paid-up shares, and an application 
for certificates of the shares by the allottee is not an acceptance of the new 
nerms offered {Re United Ports and General Insurance Co., Beck's Case (1874), 9 
*Jh. App. 392 ; and see Re Empire Assurance Corporation, Challis's Case u871), 6 
Ch. App. 266; Routledge v. Grant 0828), 4 Bing. 653; Warner y. Willin^n 
(1856), 3 Drew. 523; South Hetton Voal Co. v. Haswell, Shotton, and Easing^ 
Coal and Coke Co., [1898] 1 Ch. 465, C. A. ; see also title Companies, VoL V.). 
An order for a ceilain quantity or quality of goods is not accepted by sending 
a different quantity or quality, or by delivering the goods by instalments 
{Hutchison V. Bowhir (1839), 5 M. & W. 536 ; Hart v. Mills (1846), 16 M. & W. 
85; Cunliffe v. Harrison (1851), 6 Exch. 903 ; Levy v. Green (1859), 1 £. & E. 
969, Ex. Ch.). In such a case the buyer has the option of rejecting the goods, 
but if he elects to accept them he miik, subject to any usage of trade, special 
agreement, or course of dealing between the parties, pay for them at the con- 
tract rate (Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 71), ss. 30, 31). See also 
title Sale of Goods. 

(e) Thus, in the case of a contract of insurance, if the proposal contains the 
whole of the terms of the contract, the execution of the policy by the insurance 
coiraany amounts to an accep^ce of the terms contains in the proposal {Xenos 
y. Wickham (1867), L. E. 2 H. L. 296; Roberts y. Security Co., [1897] 1 Q. B. 
Ill, 0. A.). Where, ^ however, the proposal does not state the amount of the 
premium to ^ paid, if the insurance company accept the proposal and state the 
premium, this amounts to a counter-offer on their part {Canning v. Farquhar 
(1886), 16 Q. B. D. 727, 0. A., per Ijndlet, L.J., at p. 733). An allotoent of 
shares in a ^mpany is not an acceptance of m application for the diaros if a 
new term is introduced by the oompax^ imposing forfeiture on non-TO 3 nnent of 
the amount payable on the shares {Jackson y. Turauand (1869), L. ^ 4 H. L. 
806 ; see also Lucas v. James ^849\ 7 Hare, 410 ; Star Fire and Burglary 
Insurance Co. y. Davidson & Sons (1902), 5 P. (Ot. of Sess.) 83). 
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721. Where a broker is employed by both buyer and seller, a 

signed memorandum of a contract in his book is sufficient evidence Offer and 
of an offer and acceptance by the parties, and the validity ot the Acceptance, 
contract thereby formed is not necessarily affected by the circum* Entry in 
stance that the bought and sold notes sent to the parties do not 
agree if). In the absence of such a memorandum in his book, the 
contract is formed by the bought and sold notes, and if they do not 
substantially agree there is no binding contract (^). If the broker 
is employed by the seller only, the contract is formed by means of 
the note sent by him to and accepted by the buyer, and in such 
case a variation between that note and the one sent by him to his 
principal is immaterial (h). 

722. Where there is a definite acceptance of an offer, the fact Conditions, 
that it is accompanied by a statement that the acceptor desires that 

the arrangement should be put into a more formal shape does 
not relieve either party from his liability under the contract (t). 

But if the acceptance is made subject to certain conditions then 
specified or to be specified by the acceptor or by some other person 
on his behalf, then, until those conditions are accepted, there is no 
final agreement such as the court will enforce ij). Thus, if a formal 
contract is sent for signature together with an acceptance of the 
offer, and the formal contract contains terms which were not 
referred to in the offer, the result is that there is no such acceptance 
of the offer as to form a complete contract (k). 

The fact that a letter accepting the terms of an offer contains a 
statement that the agreement is to be put into due form by a solicitor, 
or that a solicitor has been instructed to prepare the necessary 
documents, does not prevent its constituting an acceptance of the 
offer ; but a letter may be so worded as to show that it was the 
intention of the writer that there should be no contract until a 
formal agreement was entered into (1). 

When once there is a definite acceptance of the terms of the 
offer, further negotiations between the parties cannot, without the 
consent of both, get rid of the contract that has been made {in ) ; 
but two letters which may at first sight appear to be on the 


if) Thompton v. Oardiner (1876), 1 0. P. D. 777 ; Kanpson v. Boyle (1865), 

3 H. & C. 763 ; and see Sievewright v. Archibald (1851), 17 Q. B. 103. 

if) Thornton v. JTmMter (1814), fi Taunt, 786. In that case one note 
doscribod th .0 goods as “ Kliiiio bomp ** and tb© other as “ Petersburgh clean 
hemp,” these being different qualities. See also Sievewright v. Archibald (1851), 
17 Q. B. 103; Oregton v. Rude (1843), 4 Q. B. 737 ; Courie v. .flem/ry (1846), 5 
Moo. P. 0. 0. 232 ; Grant v. Fletcher (1826), 5 B. & 0. 436 ; and other oasos 
under title Sale of Goods. 

ih) McCaul T. 8traut$ <fe Co. (1883), Cab. & El. 106. . . . 

(O Oibbine v. North Eastern Metropolilan Asylum District (1847), 11 Beav. 1 ; 
Rossiter v. Miller (1878), 3 App. Cas. 1124. 
if) OrossUy ▼. Maycock (1874), L, E. 18 Eq. 180. 

(fc) i/bnes T. '.^nie(, [1894] 2 Oh. 332. 

(0 Baton Partner* v. iomiiert (1889), 41 Oh. D. 295, 0. A. ; Rossder v. Mitter 
(1878), 3 App. Cas. 1124, per Lord Hatheiiuey, at p. 1143 ; Governor etc. of the 
Poor if Kingston-upon-Htuly. Fetch (1854), 10 Each. 610 ; Canning v. Far^diar 
(1886), 16 a B. D. 727, 0. A. ; and see title Sale of Land. 

(m) Bellamy r. Debenham (1890), 45 Oh. D. 481. 
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one hand an offer and on the other an acceptance will not con- 
stitute a contract if it appears from subsequent negotiations that 
important terms forming part of the contract have been omitted 
from those letters (n). 

723. An offer cannot be accepted by anyone except the person to 
whom it is made (o). 

724. Where an offer has been rejected, it is no longer open for 
acceptance, and though it is not expressly withdrawn, the person to 
whom it was made cannot afterwards accept it without the consent 
of the person by whom it was made (p). 

A counter-offer is equivalent to a rejection of the original offer, 
and after the counter-offer has been refused the original offer is no 
longer open for acceptance (q). 

725. The acceptance of an offer may, at any rate in the case of 
contracts which are not made through the post, be withdrawn at 
any time before it has been communicated to the person by whom 
the offer was made in oases where a notification of acceptance has 
not been expressly or impliedly dispensed with by the person 
making the offer (r). 

Sub-Sect. 8. — Contraet* made through the Poet. 

726. In the case of contracts made through the post or by 
telegram certain special rules are applicable to the offer and the 
acceptance. An offer made by letter may be accepted by letter, 
unless some other mode of acceptance is stipulated for by the 
person making the offer Even in the case of an offer which is 
not made by post, if the circumstances are such that it must have 
been within the contemplation of the parties that according to the 
ordinary usages of mankind the post might be used as a means of 
communicating the acceptance, the offer may be accepted by a letter 
sent through the post(0- 


(n) Hueeeg r. Eorve~Payne (1879), 4 App. Cas. 311; Brietdl, Cardiff, and 
Bwantea Aerated Bread Co. v. Magge (1890), 44 Ch. D. 61 A 

(o) Thus, where an order for gooda was sent to a iinn, and the goods were 
snpplied by the plaintiffs, who om acquired the business of that nm, it was 
hdd that the pl^tifib could not maintain an action for goods sold [Boulton v. 
donee (1867), 2 H. A N. 664) ; see also MwruM v. Surteee (1864), 3 Sm. ft G. 101, 
per Stuabt, y.-C., at p. 117 (afOrmed on appeal (1866), 1 Jur. (n. 8.) 737); 
8chm<Uing t. Thondineon (1816), 6 Taunt. 147 ; Smith v, Wheatero/t (1878), 9 
CSl D. 223. 

(p) Shejpdd Canal Co. v. SheffUddand Rotherham Buil. Co. (1841), 3 By. ft Can. 
Cas. 121, per Lord LAiranAi.E, M.B., at p. 132; Thornburg t. Bevilt (1842), 1 
Y. ft C. Ch. Cas. 664. As to what amounts to a sufficient refusal of an offer 
for this purpose, see Steveneon v. McLean (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 346. Merely 
requesting a modification of the offer is not enougn (ibid.). 

(q) Hyde r. IFreacA (1840), 3 Bear. 334. As to the time during which an 
offer remains open for acoe^ance, see p. 347, ante. 

(r) Re National Bavinge Bank AeeoeMtion, Hebb’e Can (1867), L. B. 4 Eq. 9. 
As to contracts made through the post, see infra. 

(.) Houeehold Fire Itmranee Co. ▼. Grant (1879), 4 Ex. D. 216, 0. A. ; Dunlop 
T. Higgine (1848), 1 H. L. Cas. 381. 

(0 Uenthom ▼. Fraeer, [1892] 2 Ch. 27, 0. A., per Lord Hbbsoubu., at 
p. 33; Bruner v. Moore, [1904] 1 Oh. 306. 
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727. The time within which an offer made by post may be Bm. i. 
accepted depends, where no time is mentioned in the offer, upon Offer and 
the^ nature and circumstances of the offer («). In mercantile trans> Acceptance, 
actions an offer must as a rule be accepted by return of post, or at Timafiir 
any rate by a letter posted on the day on which the offer was accep^oe. 
received (o). Where an offer is made by telegram the presumption 

is that a^ prompt reply is expected, and if the acceptance is sent by 
letter this may be evidence of such unreasonable delay as to make 
the acceptance inoperative (6). A statement that it is desirable for 
certain reasons that the offer should be accepted by return is a 
mere request, and does not render it essential that the acceptance 
should be sent by return of post(c). 

An intimation that acceptance must be made “by return of 
post ” does not mean exclusively a reply by letter by return of post. 

The offer may be accepted by telegram or by verbal message or by 
any means of communication made not later than the time at which 
a letter sent by return of post would reach the person maltin g the 
offer (d). 

728. The acceptance of an offer made through the post is com- Delay and 
plete as soon as a properly addressed letter containing the accept- ^ 
ance is posted («). The acceptor is not responsible for any delay or 
failure on the part of the post office, provided that it is not caused 

by any default on his part, and the person making the offer is 
bound by the acceptance from the time when it was posted, not- 
withstanding that the letter of acceptance is lost in the post (/), 
or that its delivery is delayed (g), or that it is returned to the 
acceptor owing to a mistake in the address caused by the person 
who made the offer (h). The principle is that for the purpose of 
receiving the acceptance the post office is the agent of the person 
who makes the offer, not of the acceptor (t). 

729. Delivery of a letter to a postman outside the course of his Delivery to 
ordinary duties is not a posting of the letter, nor will such a letter be Po®tm»n. 
assumed to be in the lawful custody of the post office as soon as the 
postman enters the post office (j). 


(u) Thus, if an allotment of ahares is not mode within a reasonable time after 
the receipt of an application for them, the allottee is not bound to accmt them 
(Ramigate Victoria Hotel Co. v. Montejiore (1866), L. B. 1 Exch. 109; Payne v. 
Ivee (1823), 3 Dow. ft By.fK. B.) 664) ; see aim Meyndl t. Surteee (1855), 25 
L. J. (oh.) 257 ; Potoere y. Jour^er (1855), 4 E. ft B. 519, n.. Ex. Oh. 

(a) Duvlcp V. Higgine (1848), 1 H. L. Oas. 381. 

(b) Quen^uaine v. Owe (1883), 32 W. B. 185. 

(c) Johneon v. King (182^, 2 Bing. 270. 

Tinn v. Hoffmann S Co. (1878), 29 L. T. 271, per Hontmaw, J. 

(e) DufiUtp T. Higgine, eupra; Houeehdd Fire Ineurance Co. v. Orant (1879), 4 
Ex. D. 216, 0. A. ; Henthom v. Fraeer, [1892] 2 Ch. 27, 0. A.; Be Imperial 
Land Co. of MareeUlee, Harrie' Caee (1872), 7 On. App. 587. 

(/) Duncan ▼. Tophatn (1849), 8 0. B. 225; Houeehold Fire Ineurance Co. ▼. 
Orant, eupra. The same principle probably applies in the case of an aooeptance 
by telegnnn when that mode of acceptance has been expressly or u^liedly 
authorised by the person making the offer; see Henkd v. Pape (1871), L. B. 6 
Exch. 7. 

(p) Dunlap T. Higgine, eupra. 

(A) Adame t. Lindedl (1818), 1 B. ft Aid. 681 ; Re Imperial Land Oa. gf 
itareeiUee, eupra; ToumeetuTe Oaee (1871), L. B. 13 Eq. 148. 

(*) Bee Newcomb t. De Roe (1859), 2 E. ft E. 271. 

U) Re London and Northern Ramk, Ex parte Jonee, [1900] 1 Oh. 220. 
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730. An offer made by post may jbe revoked at any time before 
acceptance, provided that the revocation is communicated to the 
person to whom the offer was made. The mere posting of a letter 
containing a revocation of the offer is not sufficient if it is not 
received before the letter of acceptance is posted (k). 

The question whether a letter of acceptance can be anticipated 
by telegram, or by any other means of communication, and 
revoked before it reaches the person who made the offer, has never 
been expressly decided by the English courts. On principle it is 
submitted that a letter of acceptance which has been anticipated in 
this manner is not binding upon the person by whom it was sent (1). 

731. Contracts made by telegram are in much the same position 
as those made by post (m), but neither of the parties is bound by 
any error in the transmission of his telegram, the post office being 
an agent only for the purpose of transmitting messages in the 
terms in which they are received (n). An offer by reply-paid 
telegram does not necessarily preclude an acceptance otherwise 
than by telegram. It is, unless otherwise expressed, only a request 
for a prompt reply (o). 

Sect. 2. — Consent. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In General. 

732. It follows from what has been stated above under the 
heading of offer and acceptance that it is an essential of a valid 
contract that the parties should assent to the same thing in the 
same sense — they must have the same intention, and this intention 
must be declared. If there is no evidence as to the intention of 
the parties there can be no contract, and similarly, if it appears 
that they were negotiating or contracting with regard to different 
things or in contemplation of diverse terms, there is an absence of 
the essential mutuality and consequently no contract (p). Where 
the parties contract with reference to a subject-matter which, un- 
known to both of them, has ceased to exist, there is no contract (q). 

Where an offer made by one person is accepted in the belief that 
it was made by another, or, conversely, an offer intended to be made 
to one person is accepted by another, there is no contract if the 
identity of the person with whom the agreement was intended 
to be made was an inducement to the other to enter into the 


(le) Byrne «fc Co. y. Van Tienhoven (1880), 6 C. P. D. 344 ; IJenthom y. Fraeer, 
[1892] 2 Ch. 27, 0. A.; Baeium and Verel y. Bumesi and Sons (1895), 1 Com. 
Caa. 22. 

(2) See the dictum of Bbahwell, L.J., in Household Fire Insurance Co. y. 
Grant (1879), 4 Ex. D. 216, 0. A., at p. 235. In a Scotch case it has been 
decided that where a letter of acceptance and a subsequent letter revoking the 
acceptance were delivered simultaneously by the post office to the person who 
made the offer there was no concluded contract (Dunmore (Countess) y. Alexander 
(1830), OSh. (Ct. of Sess.) 190). 

I m) See Stevenson v. McLean (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 346. 
n) Henlcd y. Pope (1870), L. B. 6 Exdi. 7. 
p) Per Hawkins, J., in Bead y. Anderson (1882), 10 Q. B. D. 100. 
p) Falek y. Williams, [1900] A. 0. 176, P. 0. (ambiguoiu words in telegram 
understood in different senses); Baffles y. WicMham (1864), 2 H. & 0. 906 (two 
sluDs of same name^ 

^ Couturier y. Haetie (1886), 5 H. L. Ohs. 678. 
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agreement (r) ; but if the agreement is of such a nature that the sect. 2. 

identity of the person is immaterial, and it might, without prejudice Consent 

to the other party, equally well have been made with anybody, the 
want of mutuality does not in the absence of fraud affect the validity 
of the transaction (s). 

733. The mere signing of a contract does not necessarily imply Mistake as to 
consent. Thus, if a blind man, or a man who cannot read, or one 
who for some reason (not involving negligence) forbears to read, 
has a written contract falsely read over to him, the reader mis- 
reading to such a degree that the written contract is of a nature 
altogether different from the contract pretended to be read from the 
paper which the blind or illiterate man afterwards signs, or if the 
contents of the document are otherwise misrepresented to the person 
signing, then, at any rate if there is no negligence, the signature 
so obtained is of no force (t). The principle applies to negotiable 
instruments, and a person who signs in the belief that he is signing 
a document of a different kind is not liable even to a holder in 
due course (u). 

This principle is subject to the limitation that if a man 
executes a deed knowing that it is one purporting to deal with his 
property, he cannot set up a misrepresentation as to the contents 
of the deed so as to support a plea of non est factum {v). 

A person will not in any case be permitted to deny his assent to a Negligence. 


(r) Cundy v. Lindsay (1878), 3 App. Gas. 459; Re Reedy Ex parte Burnett 
(1876), 3 Ch. D. 123; Hardman v. Booth (1863), 1 H. & C. 803; Smith v. 
Wheaicroft (1878), 9 Ch. D. 223. Contracts made on behalf of undisclosed 
principals are an exception to the rule ; but where a contract is made by an 
agent in his own name, the other contracting party is entitled to look for 
performance to either the agent or the principal, so that he is not prejudiced. 

(«) See cases cited in the preceding note. Q or don v. Street y [1899] 2 Q. B. 
641, G. A, was decided on the ground of fraud. 

(<) The signature can be repudiated not merely on the ground of fraud, where 
fraud exists, but on the ground that the mind of the writer did not accompany 
the signature ; in other words, that he never intended to sign, and therefore in 
contemplation of law never did sign, the contract to which his name is appended 
U^oeter v. Mackinnon (1869). L. E. 4 C. P. 704, per the court (Bovtll, O.J., Byles, 
Seating, and Montague Smith, JJ.), at p. 711 ; see also ThoroughgoeHTe Cast 
(1682), 2 Co. Eep. 9; Lewie v. Clay (1897), 67 L. J. (o. b.) 224). It is doubtful 
whether, if there is a false representation respecting the contents of a deed, 
a person who is an educated person, and who might, by very simple means, 
have satisfied himself as to what the contents of the deed really were, 
may not, by executing it negligently, be estopped as between himself and a 
person who innocently acts upon the faith of the deed being valid, and who 
accepts an estate under it ; see per Mellish, L.J., in Hunter v. Waltere (1871), 
7 Oh. App. 76, at p. 87 ; HowaUon v. Wehhy [1908]! Oh. 1, 0. A Azto whether a 
deed may be partly good and partly bad, see rigot'e Case (1614), 11 Oo. Bep. 
26 b, and Hawateon v. Webb, eupra; see also title Misrepresentation and 
Fraud. 

(«) Lewie v. Clay (1897), 67 L. J. (q. b.) 224; Foeier v. Maxkinnon (1869), 
L. E. 4 0. P. 704. 

(v) Howateon v. Wehh, eupra; National Provincial Bank of England v. 
Jackeon (1886), 33 Ch. D. 1, 0. A; Lloyde Bank, Ltd. v. Bullock, [1896] 2 
Ch. 192. Quaere whe^er the plea of non eet factum is not confined to cases 
where the party is blind or illiterate {Howateon v. Webb, eupraS. See also 
Bagot V. Chapman, [1907] 2 Oh. 222, where it was held, distinguishing HowaJt^ 
Bon V. Webby eupra, &at whore a husband misrepresents to his wife the nature 
of a joint deed, the wife’s plea of fton eet factum is good. 
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contract where he has been guilty of negligence aftid has thereby inis- 
led the other painty, and induced him to believe that he assented (to). 

734. A contract, although mutually assented to, may be void- 
able by one of the parties on the ground that his consent was 
obtained by duress (a), undue influence (&), or fraud, or in certain 
classes of cases by misrepresentation not amounting to fraud, and 
although the contract is not void or voidable, relief of various 
kinds, according to the circumstances, may be given on the ground 
of mistake or innocent misrepresentation. The subjects of mistake, 
misrepresentation, and fraud are treated of elsewhere (c). 

SuB-SzoT. 2.—Duret$. 

735 . By duress is meant the compulsion under which a person 
acts through fear of personal suffering, as from injury to the body 
or from confinement, actual or threatened (d). A threat of a 
criminal prosecution for which there is sufficient ground is not 
such duress as will vitiate a contract made in consequence thereof, 
provided that there is adequate valuable consideration for the 
contract, and that there is no agreement to stifle the prosecution (c). 
Nor, as a general rule, does a threat of civil proceedings or bank- 
ruptcy proceedings amount to duress, whether there is good 
foundation for the proceedings or not, though it may do so if it is 
intended and calculated, having regard to the circumstances, to 
cause terror in the particular case (/). The question whether 


(w) Van Praagh v. Everidge, [1902] 2 Ch. 266; Tanmlin ▼. Jamtt (1880), IS 
Gh. V. 21S, 0. A. ; Foster v. Mackinnon (1869), L. B. 4 0. P. 704; Lewis t. Clay 
(1897), G7 L. J. (q. b.) 224 ; and see title Estotpel. 

(a) See the text. 

(h) See p. 3S7, post. 

(e) See titles MiSBEFBESSin'ATioir Ain> FRAun ; Mistake. In certain 
classes of contracts vherrima fides and full disclosure are required. The 
principle is applied to the greatest extent in contracts of insurance (see title 
Insttbakce) and partnership (see title Pabiwebship), and contracts between 
persons between whom a fiauciary relationship exists, such as principal and 
agent, solicitor and client, trustee and beneficiary, etc. (see titles AoxircfT, 
L, p. 145 ; SoLiorrOBS ; Tbttsts a^ Tbustees), and to a more limited 
extent in cont^ts of suretyship (see title OxTABAirrEE) and family arrange* 
ments (see title PaiolV Abbakgeuekts). The effect of non-disclosure where 
there is a duty to disclose is to render the contract voidable at the option of the 
party tq whom the duty was owing. 

(d) For an example of duress from fear of confinement, see Chmming v. 
Inee (1847), 11 Q. B. 112, where^ a woman had been forcibly taken to a private 
lunatic a^lum and a commission of lunacy was sued out against her and an 
inquisition held, at which, before any verdict was taken, an arrangement was 
entered into, signed by her counsel, under which she gave up certain dee^ It 
was held that uie arrangement, having been entered into % her under fear of 
personal suffering brought upon her by confinement in a lunatic asylum, was 
obtained by duress and was not binding on hw. Aliter she was incompetent to 
contract and could not rapoint anyone to contract for her. See, however, 
Bijffin V. Bigndl (1862), 7 H. A N. 877, as to the distinction between a threat and 
a mere warning. Where money is obtained from a person as a condition of his 
release from arrest, a fraudulent use having been made of lec^ process, it can 
be recovered (Cadaval (Duke) v. Collins (1836), 4 Ad. & £1. 858 ; B6e also 
Nicholls V. NiekoUs U787), 1 Atk. 409 ; v. Beaufort (Duke) (1741), 2 Atk. 190). 

(e) Flower v. Baaler (1882), 10 Q,. B. D. 672, 0. A. (bills of exchange accepted 
under threat of prosecution for embezzlement. Compare B. v. Boutherton 
(1806), 6 Esjst, 126; Wtlliams v. Bayley (1866), L. B. 1 H. L. 20a 

(/) BcoU V. BOright (1887), 12 P. D. 21. 
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impriBonment or threatened imprisonment does or does not consti- 
tute duress depends upon whether the imprisonment is lawful or 
unlawful ig). 

A contract obtained by means of duress exercised by one party 
over the other (h) is voidable and not void (i), and if voluntarily 
acted upon by the party entitled to avoid, it will become binding on 
him (&). The duress must be actually existing at the time of the 
making of the con tract (2), and the personal suffering may be that 
of the husband or wife (m) or near relative (a) of the contracting 
party, but that of a stranger (b) or a master (m) is not sufficient. 

Duress of goods, ^ or the compulsion under which a man acts 
through fear for his property, is not a good ground for avoiding 
a contract (c) ; the possible hardship thereby involved is, however, 
mitigat^ by the principle that if goods are wrongfully detained and 
money is paid to obtain them, the money, being paid under a 
species of duress or constraint, may be recovered back (d). 

Sub-Seot, Z,— Undue Influence. 

736. A contract may be avoided or set aside at the instance of 
one of the parties to it on the ground that his consent thereto was 
obtained by undue influence. 

Undue influence may be defined^ for this purpose, as the 
unconscientiouB use by one person of power possessed by him over 
another in order to induce the other to enter into a contract {e). 

Courts of equity have always granted relief in the case 
not only of contracts, but of transactions, of whatever nature, which 
are shown to be of an unconscionable character, that is to say, 
wherever an unfair advantage has been taken of a person who was. 


(^) Smith y. Monteiih (1844), 13 M. & W. 427 ; Brinldey y, Hann (1843), 
Drury Ump. Sug. 175 ; and cases cited note (d), p. 356, ante. 

{h) See Brinldey y. ZZdnn (1843), Drury temp. Sug. 175 (but see Wilkineon y. 



(1887), 12 P. D. 21 ; Cooper y. Crane, [1891] P. 369; and title IIusBAin) Aim 
iTlFB), 

ik) Ormee y. Beadel (1860), 2 De Q. F. & J. 333. 

(0 Anon. (1707-9), 3 P. Wms. 294, n. 

(m) See 1 Boll. Abr. 687 ; coxupare McClatchie y. Haslam (1891), 17 Cox, 
0. 0. 402, 0. A. 

(a) See 1 BoU. Abr. 687 ; WiUiama y. Bayley (1866), L. B. 1 K. L. 200 ; Seear 
y. Cohen (1882). 45 L. T. 582. 

(5) See 1 BoU. Abr. 687. Thus it is not a good defence to an action on a bond 
tbat it was giyen to secure the release of a third person imprisoned by the 
plaintiff without reasonable cause and against the law (Huecombe y. Standing 
(1607), Oro. Jao. 187 ; Butcher y. Steuart (1843), 11 M. & W. 857^ ; but quaere when 
the arrest is illegal whether there is any consideration for tne agmment (see 
Smith y. MonteUh (1844), 13 M. & W. 427 ; Pole y. Uarrobin (1782), 9 East, 416, n.). 

(c) Sheate y. Beale (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 983, per Lord Dextbcak, O.J., at 
p. 990; AUee y. Backhouee (1838), 3 M. ft W. 633, per Pabxb, B., at p. 650; 
Shep. Touch, p. 61. Thus fear of the expense of abimkruptoy commission is not 
duress {PouteU y. Hm/land (185^1 ^ Exon. 67). The older auQiorities were not 
uniform on this point (see 1 &U. Abr. 687, and AeUey y. BeynUde (1751), 2 
Stra. 915; see also Bacon's Maxims, Begula, 18). 

Id) See pp. 468, 478, poet. 

(e) Compare Aylteford (Earl) y. Aforrie (1873), 8 Ch. App. 484, per Lord 
Selbounx, L.O., at p. 490; Allcard y. Skinner (1887), 86 Ch. D. 145, 0. A., 
per Ltndlst, L. J., at p. 183. 
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from whatever cause, in the power of another or subject to his 
influence. The grant of relief on this ground has most commonly 
been made in the case of unfair dealings with expectant heirs or 
persons in pecuniary distress, but the power to grant relief is not 
limited to such cases, and may be exercised in any case in which an 
unfair use has been made of influence possessed by one person over 
another (/). The principles upon which courts of equity act in the 
exercise of this jurisdiction are dealt with elsewhere {g), and it only 
remains to state here in general terms the circumstances in 
which one party to a contract is regarded as being under the 
influence of the other, and the effect of an undue exercise of that 
influence upon the rights of the parties under the contract. 

737. The influence which is here referred to arises most commonly 
from the existence of a particular relationship between the parties, 
but the right to avoid a contract on the ground of undue influence 
may be exercised in any case where such influence in fact exists and 
has been abused, even if the parties do not stand in any particular 
relationship to one another (A). 

The relationship between the parties may be of a parental or 
quon-parental (i), spiritual (A;), or confidential character (/). The 
most common examples of a confidential relationship are those 
of solicitor and client (m), trustee and cestui que trust (n), 
guardian and ward (o), p^sician and patient (p), principal and 

(/) Tate V. WUliamaon (1866), 2 Ch. App. 55. 

\g) As to relief in the case of unconscionable bargains, see titles FRAxnDUl,Eirr 
Ain) Yoidable Convetakces ; Moket and Monet Lending ; and as to undue 
influence in the case of gifts and settlements, see titles Gifts ; Settlements. 

(A) SmitA ▼. jKay (1859), 7 H. L. Gas. 750, per Lord Ceanwobxh, at p. 770, 
and per Lord Kingsdown, at p. 779. 

G") See Cocking r. Pratt (1750), 1 Yes. Sen. 400 ; Archer v. Hudson (1844), 
7 ^av. 551 (uncle and niece) ; Wright t. Vanderplank (1855), 2 K. & J. 1 (father 
and daughter) ; Berry y. Olazehrook (1891), 7 T. L. B. 574, 0. A. ; Bainbrigge y. 
Browne (1881), 18 Ch. D. 188 ; Harvey y. Mount (1845), 8 Beay. 439 (elder and 
younger sister) ; Thomher v. Sheard (1850), 12 Beay. 589; Carpenter y. Heriot 
(I 759 X 1 Eden, 338; Davies y. Davies (1863), 4 Oifl. 417 (father and daughter) ; 
Chambers y. Grahhe (1865), 34 Beay. 467 ; M'Mackin y. Hibernian Bank, [1005] 
1 I. B. 296 (mother and daughter); Savery v. King (1856), 5 H. L. Gas. 627 
(father and son) ; Bury y. Oppenheim (1859\ 26 Beay. 594 (father and daughter] ; 
Sharp y. Leach (1862), 31 Beay. 491 (brother and sister). Boownable family 
arrangements will not be set aside on (he ground of the exercise of parentu 
authority, except where such authority appears to haye been unduly exercised 
in order to acquire a personal benefit (see Hoblyn y. Hoblyn (1889), 41 Ch. D. 
200 ; Hartopp y. Ilartopp (1856), 21 Beay. 269; Cory v. Cory (1747), 1 Yes. Sen. 
19 ; Tendril y. Smith (1740), 2 Atk. 85). See title ITamilt Abjunoements. 

(A) See Iltiguenin Y. Baseley (1807), 14 Yes. 273; Allcard y. Skinner (1887), 
86 Ch. 1). 145, C. A. ; Morley y. Loughnan, [1893] 1 Ch. 736 ; Norton y. Relly 
0764), 2 Eden, 286 ; Nottidge v. Prince (I860), 2 Gill. 240 ; Lyon v. Home (1868), 
L. B. 6 £q. 655. 

(() See Cohbetl v. Brock (1856), 20 Beay. 624 (persons engaged to bo married) ; 
Lovay y. Smith (1880), 15 Ch. D. 655 ; O'Connor y. Foley, M905] 1 1. B. 1. 

'm) See Wright v. Carter, DOOS] 1 CL 27, 0. A. ; and title SouoiiOBB. 

n) See title Tbusts and Tbustees. 

See Hylton v. Hylton (1764), 2 Yes. Sen. 547 ; Taylor v. Johnston (1882), 
19 (ni. D. 603; Powell y. Powell, [1900] 1 Ch. 243; Hatch v. HaUh (1804), 9 
Yes. 292 ; Wood y. Downes (1811), 18 Yes. 120 ; Wright y. Proud (1806), 13 Yes. 
136; Hamilton y. Mohun (1710), 1 P. Wms. 118. 

(p) See Dent y. Bennett (1835). 7 Sim. 539; Ahtame v. Hogan (1844), Drury 
temp. Sug. 310 ; Billage v. Bbutnee (1852), 9 Dare, 634 ; Mitchell v. llomfray 
(1881), 8 a B. D. 687, 0. A. ; Badcliffe v. Price (1902), 18 T. L. fi. 46& 
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agenii {q), husband and wife (r), bnfc it is not necessary that the 
relationship should be of a strictly fiduciary character (s). 

The existence of any such relationship between the parties 
to a contract raises a presumption that undue influence has been 
exercised, and where the transaction is impeached the burden rests 
on the party possessing the influence to prove that the other party 
not only had full knowledge of the facts at the time when the con* 
tract was made, but that he acted under competent independent 
advice (t). 

Where no such relationship exists between the parties, the 
burden of proving the exercise of undue influence rests upon the 
party who seeks to avoid the contract on this ground (u)< 

738. A contract may be avoided on the ground of undue influence 
exercised by a third person, provided that the other party was 
aware at the time when the contract was made that such undue 
influence had been exercised (r)* 

739. The legal effect of undue influence is to render the contract 
voidable at the instance of the party over whom the influence has 
been exerted (a) ; but the right to avoid a contract on this ground 
can only be exercised subject to the same limitations as are 
applicable in the case of other voidable contracts. If the party 
who has been subjected to undue influence subsequently elects to 
affirm the transaction, the right to repudiate it can no longer be 
exercised (b ) ; but there can be no affirmation in such a case unless 


M See title Agenot, Vol. L, p. 145. As to directors of a company contracting 
with the company, see Gluckslein t. Barnes, [1900] A. C. 240 ; Imperial Mercantile 
Credit Association (Liquidators) v. Coleman (1873), L. R. 6 U. L. 189 ; Flanagan 
V. Great llestern Bail. Co. (1808), 19 L. T. 345; and title Companies, Vol. V. 

(r) Barron v. Willis, [1900] 2 Ch. 121, 0. A. ; Dischoff's Trustee v. Frank 
(1903), 89 L. T. 188 ; Chaplin & Co., Ltd. v. Brammall, [1908] 1 K. B. 233, 0. A.; 
Howes V. Bishop (1908), 25 T. L. B. 171. No presumption of undue influence 
arises from the relationship of husband and wife where the wife is dealing with 
her separate property (Grighj v. Cox (1750), 1 Ves. Sen. 517 ; Nedbu y. Nedbu 
0852), 5 De O. & Sm. 377 ; Bank of Africa v. Cohen (1909), 25 T. L. B. 285). 
also title Hcsband and Wipe. 

(«) See Harvey v. Mount (1845), 8 Beav. 439 ; Page v. Horne (1848), 11 Beav. 
227 ; Beanland v. Bradley (1854), 2 Sm, & G. 339 ; Coulson v. Allison (1860), 
2 De 0. P. & J. 521 ; Sharp y. Leach (1862), 31 Bear. 491 ; Sercomhe y. Sanders 
0865), 34 Beav. 382 ; Tate v. Williamson (1866), 2 Ch. App. 55 ; Wright y. 
Long (1898), 14 T. L. R. 434 ; Cavendish y. StruU (1903), 19 T. L. B. 483; 
Chaplin Co., Ltd, y. Brammall, supra, 

(<) Smith v. Kay (1859), 7 H. L. Cas. 750; Kempson v. Ashhee 0874), 
10 Ch. App. 15 ; Sharp y. Leach, su^a ; Morley v. Loughnan, [1893] 
1 Ch. 736; Mdony v. Keman 0842), 2 Dr. & War. 31; Charter y. Trevelyan 
0842), 11 CL & Pin. 714, H. L. ; Savery y. King (1856), 6 IL L. Cas. 627; 
irord V. Sharp (1884), 53 L. J. (on.) 313 ; Collins y. Hare (1828), 2 Bli. (n. s.) 
106, II. L. ; Waters y. Shaftesbury {Earl) 0866), 14 L. T. 184 ; Imperial Merean- 
tUe Credit Association (Liquidators) y. Coleman (1873), L. B. 6 H. L. 189; 
Oluckstein y. Barnes, [190(H A. 0. 240; Powell y. Powell, [1900] 1 Ch. 243: 
Barron v. WBlis, [1900] 2 121, C. A. 

(u) Blackie y. Clark (1852), 15 Bear. 595. 

(») Cohbett y. Brock (1855), 20 Bear. 524 ; Thomber y. Sheard (1850), 12 Bear. 
689 ; Bunhury y. Hibernian Bank, [1908] 1 I. B. 201 ; Chaplin Co., Ld. r. 
Brammall, supra; and see Bladcie v. Clark (1852), 15 Beav. 505, and Smith ▼. 
Kay (1850), 7 H. L. Cas. 750. 

(a) AUcard y. Skinner (1887), 36 Ch. D. 146, 0. A. 

(b) Mitchell V. Homfray (1881), 8 a B. D. 687, 0. A ; AUoardy. Skitmer, suvra : 
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it is made with fall knowledge of the facts and of the party’s rights 
after he has been released from the influence of the other (c). 
The right to repudiate is not lost by mere delay in exercising it, so 
long as the relationship from which the influence arises continues 
to exist between the parties (d). 

Sect. 8. — Form of the Contract. 

740 . Speaking generally, a contract may be validly made either 
verbally or in writing, and if it is in writing, either under hand 
only or under seal ; but certain contracts must be in writing, and 
of these some must be in the form of a deed, i.e., under seal (e)> 

741 . Contracts in writing under hand only do not form a 
distinct class. In their general incidents they do not differ from 
verbal contracts, and in cases where writing is made a statutory 
requirement it is usually only as a matter of evidence, and not of 
the substance of the contract (/). The term “ parol " is sometimes 
applied to simple contracts, whether written or oral, as distinguished 
from contracts by deed, and sometimes to oral as distinguished from 
written contracts. It is more properly used in the former sense. 

SuB'Sect. 1 . — Contraeti that muit be made by Deed. 

742 . The following contracts, in order to be enforceable, must be 
made by deed: — (i.) Contracts made without valuable considera- 
tion (g) ; (ii.) conkacts of corporations (k) ; (iii.) leases for more 
than three years, or reserving a rent less than two-thirds of the full 
improved value (i) ; (iv.) assignments and surrenders of leases (i) ; 
(v.) assignments of sculpture (y). Li addition to these, transfers of 
shares in companies must, in the absence of provision to the con- 
trary in the articles of association, be made by deed (k), and the 
statutory form for the transfer of a British ship or of a share 
therein is in the form of a deed (2). 


Wright T. Vanderplank (1856), 8 De G. M. & 0. 133 ; Wentworth v. Lloyd (1864), 
10 H. L. Cas. 689. See also Howes v. Bishop (1908), 25 T. L. B. 171. 

(c) Moxon T. Payne (1873), 8 Ch. App. 881 ; Bainbrigge v. Brown (1881), 18 
Ch. D. 188, 196. 

(d) Kempson v. Ashbee (1874), 10 Ch. App. 15; Allcard v. Skinner, supra; 
Fry T. Lane (1888), 40 Ch. D. 312, at p. 324. Compare Wentworth t. Lloyd 
(1864), 10 H. L. Cas. 589. 

(e) As to the execution and nature of a deed, see title Deeds Aim otheb 
Instbuuekts. 

(/) Bann v. Hughes (1778), 2 Term Eep. 350,.a., H. L. 

Ig) As to the nature of yaluable consideration, see p. 383, post. 

(A) But there aiemany exceptions ; see, generally, titles (joMTAinxs, YoL Y. : 
CoBPOKATiOEs; Looal OovEBmiEifT ; PuBUO Health zra 
(t) Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, o. 3), as. 2, 3; Beal Property Amendment Act, 
1845 (8 & 9 Yict c. 106), a 3 ; and see title Laedlobo Aim Tenant. 

(y) Sculpture Copyright Act, 1814 (54 Geo. 3, c. 56), s. 4. The statute does 
not m terms require a deed, but the inference is that the contract should be so 
made ; see title Cobteiout AND Literabt Peopebtt. 

{k) The transfer must always be by deed in the case of a Compaq r^listered 
under the Comp^es dauses Conswdation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict. o. 16), 
sa 14, 16. See title Coupanibs, Yol. V. 
if) Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 ft 58 Yict o. 60). See title SniPriNa 

AND NaVIOATION. 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — Con(ract$ required to he in Writing. 

(1) Whai Oontradt must he in Writing. 

743. The following contracts, in ordeir to be enforceable, must 
be evidenced by some memorandum or note thereof in writing, 
signed by the i)arty to be charged or by some person lawfully 
authorised by him to sign(m): — (i.) A contract by an executor or 
administrator whereby he incurs a personal liability to discharge 
a debt or obligation of the testator or intestate (n) ; (ii.) a 
contract to become liable for the debt, default, or miscarriage of 
another person (o) ; (iii.) a contract made upon consideration of 
marriage ip) ; (iv.) a contract relating to lands, tenements, or here- 
ditaments, or any interest in or concerning them ( q) ; (v.) a 
contract which is not to be performed within one year from* the 
making thereof (r). 

744. A contract for the sale of any goods of the value of £10 or 
upwards (even though such goods may be intended to be delivered at 
some future time, or at the date of the contract may not be made or 
ready for delivery) is not enforceable, unless either (a) the 
buyer accepts (s) part of the goods sold and actually receives 
the same, or gives something in earnest to bind the contract or 
in part payment, or (b) some note or memorandum in writing of 
the contract be made and signed by the party to be charged, or his 
agent in that behalf (t). 

{m) Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3), s. 4. The person lawfully authorised 
to si^ need not be authorised in writing ; the authority may be given verbally, 
or be implied from the conduct of the parties or the circumstance of the case 
{Martlock v. Buller (1804), 10 Yea 292, at p. 311 ; Heard v. Pilley (1869), 4 Ch, 
App. 548; CoUb v. Trecothick (1804), 9 Ves. 234; Qraham v. Miisaon (1839), 
6 Bing. (n. 0.) 603; Boweny. D'Orleam (Due) (1900), 16 T. L. E. 226, 0. AX Nor 
need he be authorised specifically to sign a memorandum as a recora of the 
contract (John Griffitha Cycle G^poration v. Humber dh Co., [1899] 2 Q. B. 414, 
0. A. This case was reversed in the House of Lords, but upon another point ; 
see [19021 W. N. 9). Semhle, that the statute has no application to contracts 
under seal, which may be enforceable without signature if di^ sealed and 
delivered (see Cherry v. Homing (1849), 4 Exch. 631 ; Aveline v. Whtaaon (1842), 
4 Man. & G. 801 ; Cooch v. Goodman (1842), 2 Q. B. 680 ; Holmes v, MUchM 
(1859), 7 0. B. (wr. s.) 361, ‘‘a deed is not within the Statute of Frauds/* per 
WiLLES, J., at p. 368). 

! n) Ibid. See title Executors and Administrators. 
o) Ibid. See p. 362, post, 
p ) Ibid. See p. 364, post. 

q) Ibid. See titles Landlord and Tenant; Sale of Land. 

<n Ibid. See p. 365, post. 

(a) ** Accepts ” here is used in a technical sense, and means the doing of 
any act in relation to the goods which recognises a pre-existing contract of sale, 
whether there be an acceptance in performance oi the coniract or not (Sale 
of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 71), s. 4). 

(f) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet, a 71), s. 4. See also title 
Sale of Goods. Other enactments that necessitate a contract in writing in 

! >articular instances are: Statute of Frauds (29 Cor. 2, c. 3), ss. 1, 2, 3 
the Heal Property Amendment Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet.* c. 106), s. 8, requites 
these contracts to be by deed ; see title Landlord and Tenant) ; Merchant Ship* 
ping Act, 1804 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 60), contracts for the transfer of a ship or a share 
therein, see title SmppiNa and Navigation; Stamp Act, 1891 (54 ft 55 Viet, 
c. 39), policies of sea insurance, see title Insurance ; Bills of Sale Acts, 1878 
and 1882 (41 ft 42 Viet. c. 31 ; 45 ft 46 Viet. c. 43}| bills of sale, see title Bills of 
Sale, Yol. 111., p. 1 ; Copyright Acts, assigntnent of copyright, see title Copy* 
RIGHT ; Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 ft 46 Yict. c. 61), bills of exchange 
and promissory notes, see title Bills of Exchange etc., YoL IL. n. 457. 
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745. The effect of the above statutory requirements is not to 
render void contracts which do not comply therewith, still loss 
to make them illegal, but to make a note or memorandum in writing 
indispensable evidence in proceedings to enforce them (»). Hence, 
a contract made abroad in a country by the law of w'hich writing 
is unnecessary will not be enforced in England unless the provisions 
of the statute are complied with, because, although the formalities 
required are generally governed by the lex loci contractus, the mode 
of proof is regarded as a matter of procedure, which depends upon 
the lex fori (r). 

(a) Promise to answer for the delt etc, of another. 

746. The words “promise to answer for the debt, default or 
miscarriage of another” have been construed very strictly and 
narrowly. In the first place, it is well established that the statute 
has no application where a primary liability is incurred by the 
promisor, but only applies where he incurs a secondary liability to 
answer for the debt or default of another for which that other is 
primarily liable (a). Thus, a promise to pay a debt incurred by an 
infant which is void or voidable by him on the ground of his 
infancy (6), or to fulfil a contract entered into by a corporation 
which is not enforceable against the corporation because it is not 
under seal (c), is not within the statute and is therefore binding 
although not evidenced by writing. An agreement to give a 
guarantee is within the statute (d). 


(u) Maddiaon v. Aldenon (1883), 8 App, Cas. 467, per Lord Blackburn, at 

p. 488; Britain v. lloatiUr (1879), 11 Q. B. D. 123, C. A. ; v. Maaler 

(1889), 22 Q. B. D. 3(H. The statute must be specially pleaded (R. S. C., 
Ord. 19, IT. 15, 20; Clarke v. Callow (1876), 46 L. J. (q. b.) 53, C, A. ; Jamea 
V. Smith j [1891] 1 Ch. 384). It is not necessary, in order that the statute 
should ap^y, that the action should be brought on the amoemont; it is 
sufficient if the effect of the action is to “ charge” the defendant by means of 
the agi*ecmont {Carrington v. Itoota (1837), 2 M. & W. 248). Where a contract 
of sale is not enforceable by reason of the statute, the buyer has no insurable 
intex^t in the goods {Stockdale v. Dunlop (1840), 6 M. & W, 224), nor, where the 
requirements of the statute have not been complied with, can a buyer bring an 
action against the carrier for loss of the goods, treating the vendor as his agent 
to forward {Coomha v. Briatol and Exeter Bail, Co, (1858), 3 H. & N. 510; see 
also Coaia v. C/iop/tn (1842), 3 Q. B. 483); nor can a bu^-cr bring an action 
against a stranger for conversion of the goods after the making of the actual 
contract and before the reduction of its terms to writing (Felthouae v. Bindley 
(1862), 31 L. J. (c. P.) 204). 

(v) Leroux v. Brown (1852), 12 0. B. 801. For a treatment of this subject in 
detail, see title Cootuct of Laws, Vol. VI., p. 232. 

{a) Laheman v. Mountstephen L. B. 7 II. L. 17; l>ixon v. Ilatfidd 

(1825), 2 Bing. 439; Hargreavea v. Paraona (18i4)i 13 M. & W. 561 ; Bird v. 
Gammon (1837), 3 Bing. 7 n. 0.) 883; A nfffcy v. Marden (1804), 1 Bos. & P. 
(K. B.) 124 ; liirhnyr t. Dame/t (I70d), 1 Salk. 27 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 
299 ; 2'homae v. Cook. (1828), 8 B. ft G. 728 ; Ouild Sc. Co. v. Conrad, [1894] 2 
^ B. 885 ; Italeon y. King (1859), 4 H. ft N. 739 ; Iteacler v. Kingham (1862), 13 
C. B. (K. 8.) 344; Grippe v. IlartnoJl (1863), 32 L. J. (q. b.)381; W^tieev. 
Dudlow (1874), L. R 19 Eq. 198; KeaU v. Temple (1797), I Bos. ft P. 158; 
DanuU y. Tratt (1825), 2 0. ft P. 82; Storry. 8coU (1833), 6 0. ft P. 241 ; Cro/t 
y. Smallwood (1793), 1 Esp. 121 ; and see title Qitabaktxb. 

(5) Harrie y. Hunibach (1757),' 1 Burr. 873. 

(e) Lakeman y. Mountstephen, supra, 

(a) Jfallett r. Batman (1865), L. B. 1 0. P. 163. 
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747. It is also necessary, in order that the promise may be 

within the scope of the statute, that the person primarily liable Form of the 

should continue to be so liable notwithstanding the promise. The Contract. 

statute does not apply to a pron^e to pay the debt of another under 

such circumstances that the original debt is extinguished (e), or a prind^ ” 

promise to assume the liability of another in substitution for his &btor. 

liability and so as to discharge him (/). Nor does the statute apply 

unless the promise is made to the creditor or person to whom the 

duty is owing ; a promise to a debtor to pay his debt is not within Promise to 

the statute (g). , debtor. 

748. A promise in the nature of an indomnity is not within the indemnity, 
statute, although it may involve the obligation of discharging a debt 

for which another person is primarily liable (/t), nor does the 

statute apply to a promise by one of several persons against whom Promise by 

a claim is made to discharge the claim. The debt or obligation 

must be exclusively that of another person (t). Nor does the statute Contract deal. 

apply where the promise to answer for the debt or default of 

another is only an incident of a contract dealing with other 

matters (jk), as in the case of an agreement by an agent to sell on a del 

credere commission (1), or an agreement by an agent or servant tc 

be answerable in respect of a certain proportion of bad debts incurred 

by him (w). Where, however, the only object of the contract is to 

secure forbearance in favour of the person primarily liable, a promise 

to pay his debt is within the statute, whatever may be the ultimate 

motives of the promisor (n). 

749. The statute docs not apply where there is some valuable Promise for 
consideration for the promise, other than mere forbearance on the 

part of the promisee, as, for instance, where debts are assigned to a 
person in consideration of an agreement by him to pay a certain 
composition to the creditors (o), or the promise is made in considera- 
tion of the promisee giving up a lien (p) or delivering up goods on 


(e) Goodman v. Chate (1818), 1 B. & Aid. 297 (promise to pay on discharge of 
debtor from execution on a ca. sa.) ; Butcher v. Steuart (1843), 11 M. & W. 857 ; 
Tomlinson v. Odl (1837), G Ad. & El. 564. 

(/) Browning y. Stallard (1814), 5 Taunt. 450 (buyer of goods who was unable 
to pay for them transferred them to another who promised to pay the price) ; 
Taylor v. Hilary (1835), 1 Or. M. & B. 741 (a case of novation); Anstey v. 
Harden (1804), 1 Bos. & P. (n. b.) 124 ; and see p. 505, post. 

(</) Eastwood T. Kenyon (1840), 11 Ad. & £1. 438. 

(A) Re Hoyle, Hoyle v. Hoyle, [18931 1 Ch. 684, G. A (imdertaking by a 
partner to indemnify the firm in respect of debts owing by a named person held 
not within the statute). 

(i) Op-ell V. Coppoae (1856), 26 L. J. (cn.) 269 (claim against trustees and a 
beneficiary who had bought a portion of the trust property from them for broach 
of trust ; promise by the beneficiary to pay a certain sum in settlement of the 
claim) ; Thomas v. Cook (1828), 8 B. & 0. 728 (promise by one co-surety to 
another to see him harmless) ; Guild ife Co. v. Ckmrad, [1894] 2 Q. B. 885, C. A. 

(fc) Harhurg India Rubber Comb Co. v. Martin, [1902] 1 B. B. 778, C. A. ; 
Couturier v. Hastie (1852), 8 Exch. 40 ; Fleet v. Murton (1871), L. E. 7 Q. B. 126, 
132 ; Sutton A Co. v. Grey, [1894] 1 Q. B. 285, 0. A 
(B -Shaw y. Woodcock (1827), 7 B. & 0. 73 ; Coufuri'er v. Hastie, suma; 
Wrekham v. Wvkham (1865), 2 B. & J. 478. 

i m) Button A Co. y. Grey, supra. 

n) Harburg India Rubber Comb Co. y. Martin, supra. 

o) Anstey y. Marden, supra. 

p) Castling y. Aubert (1802), 2 East, 326 ; FitsgeraJd y. Dressier (1869), 7 0. B, 
(N. 8.) 374 ; lFt7fian» v. Leper (17661, 3 Burr. 1886. 
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\rhioh he has distrained (q), or where the promise is to pay a debt 
out of funds belonging to the debtor in the hands of the promisor (r), 
or to pay or guaranty the payment of debts in consideration of an 
assignment to the promisor of property belonging to the debtor (<). 

Though no action can be brought on a parol gnarantoe, the 
courts have power to enforce one against a solicitor by virtue of 
their summary jurisdiction over their own officers (t). 

750. The words default or miscarriage " extend to a liability 
to pay damages in respect of a tort (a). 

(b) Agreement mad* upon Consideration of Marriage, 

761. An agreement in consideration of marriage must not be 
confused with a promise to marry ; the matters aimed at by the 
statute are such agreements as marriage settlements and the like {h). 
Such a contract must be evidenced by writing which coxnplies with 
the statutory requirements. Two questions that may arise in these 
cases are — (1) Did what was done amount to an offer which was 
turned into a contract by the celebration of the marriage ? (2) Is 
the contract in writing so as to satisfy the Statute of Frauds ? 

It is necessary to distinguish between a mere representation that 
the writer intends to do something in the future and a definite offer (c), 

752. The cases cited on the question as to whether or not 
there is a contract are also, for the most part, authorities on the 
question as to whether the contract is sufficiently expressed in 
writing {d). 

(q) Edwards v. Kdly (1817), 6 M. & S. 204. 

(r) Hodgson v. Anderson (1825), 3 B. & C. 842. 

(«) Bird V. Gammon (1837), 3 Bing. (n. o.) 883 ; Hargreaves v. Parsons (1844), 
13 M. & W. 561. 

(t) Evans v. Duncan (1831), 1 T^. 283 ; an oral guarantee may be given 
in evidence to show that the defendant had accepted a bill as an accommodation 
bin ; Cresswell v. TFoocf (1839), 10 Ad. & EL 460. 

(a) Kirkham v. Marier (1820), 2 B. & Aid. 613. 

(51 See Cork v. Baker (1717), 1 Stra. 34. 

(c) Re Fichus, Farina v. Fichus, [1900] 1 Ch. 331, per (Jozens-Haedy, J., at 
p. 334. Examples of the former are Moorhouss v. Colvin (1851), 15 Beav. 341, 

nor win that be all, she is and shoU be noticed in my wiU, but to what further 
amount I cannot say,” and Re Fickus, Farina v. Fwkus, supra, “You are of course 
aware that with my large family E. wiU have a little foi4^e. She wiU have a 
share of what I have after the death of her mother, who I wish to leave in comfort, 
able independence if I should leave her a widow.” Examples of definite offers 
are Laver v. Fielder (1862), 32 Beav. 1, “ I still adhere to my last proposition, to 
allow E. £100 a year . • . and at my decease she shall be entitled to her snare of 
whatever property I may die possessed of ” ; Alt v. Alt (1862), 7 L. T. 266, “ if 
your daugmerhos, or n3ay have, money, my wish and intention would be, that it 
should be so settled for her sole and separate use ’* ; Hammersley v. De Biel (Baron) 
(1845), 12 Q. & Fin. 45, H. L., “Mr. J. P. T. (the.father) also intends to leave a 
lurther sum of £10,000 in his will to Miss T. to be mtled on her and her children, 
the di^sition of which, supposing she has no children, will be prescribed by 
the will of her father. These are the bases of the arrangement, subject of 
course, to revision, but they will be sufficient for Baron B. to act upon.” 
See also Luders v. Anstey (1799), 4 Vos. 501 ; Coverdale v. Eastwood (1872), L. E. 
15Eq.l21 ; Syngev. Synge, [1894] 1 Q. B. 460, 0. A. ; Saunders r. Chinisr [1 842), 3 
Dr. & War. 87 ; King v. Sears (1835), 2 Or. M. ft B. 48 ; Shadwdl y. Shadwell 
(18^), 9 0. B. (w. 8.) 150. A letter purporting to bequeath certain property to 
an intended wife was held not to be a contract to settle the property lYvncenJl v* 
Vinmd (1887), 56 L. T. 243, 0. A.). See title Settlbmskts. As to part 
performance, see p. 379, post. 

(d) See also on this point Randall y. Morgan (1805), 12 Yes. 67. 
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Instructions for a marriage settlement whTsh contain the con- Swjt. 8. 
ditions agreed upon as the basis of the settlement, do not constitute Form of the 
a memorandum of an agreement (e), but a memorandum made at Contract 
the time of the marriage of a verbal agreement made before marriage 
is sufficient (/). 

• (o) Agrement not to le performed within a Tear. 

763. Where an agreement dmtinctly shows upon the face of it Performance 
that the parties contemplated its performance to extend over a 
greater space of time than one year, the case is within the Statute of “ 
Frauds ; but where the contract is such that the whole may 
possibly be performed within a year, and there is no express 
stipulation to the contrary, the statute does not apply {g). 

For example, agreements to pay a sum annually for five years 
and afterwards an annuity for life Qi), for a partnership for three 
vears (i), to supply goods for a period longer than a year (k), have 
been held to be within the statute (1). 

754. A contract of service, or a contract to hire a chattel, Contracted 
for a term of more than a year is within the statute and must be se^ce 
in writing (m), and so is a contract for a year’s service to commence “ “■ 
at a future day (n), with the exception that a contract for a year’s 
service to commence on the day after the day on which the contract 
is made is not within the statute, the reason being that the day 
of making the contract is not reckoned (o). But a general hiring 


U) Caton V. Caton (1867), L. E. 2 H, L. 127. 

(/) Barkworth v. Young (1856), 4 Drew. 1 ; Be Holland^ Oreggr. Holland, [1902] 

2 Oh. 360, 0. A. 

[g) Peter v. Compton (1693), Skin. 353; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 316; 
Smith V. Westall (1698), 1 Lord Eaym. 316 ; Souch v. Strawhri^e Q846), 2 0. B. 
808, per Tindal, O.J., at p. 816, cited with approval by Lord Esher, M.B., 
in McGregor v. McGregor (1888), 21 Q, B. D. 424, 0. A., at p. 429. In the latter 
case it was held that an agreement between husband and wife to live apart, the 
husband to allow the wife a weekly sum for maintenance, was not within the 
statute, because there might have l^en a reconciliation within the year. 

(^) Sweet V. Lee (1841), 3 Man. & G. 452. 

(t) Tomkine v. Banddl (187^, 19 W. E. 413 ; and see Williams v. Jones (1826), 

5 B. & 0. 108, per Holroyd, J., at p. 110. 

(fe) Be Pentreguinea Patent Fuel Co,, Ex parte Acraman (1862), 31 L. J. (OH.) 
741, 0. A. 

(f) Boydell v. Drummond (1809), 11 East, 142 (sale of prints by subscription) ; 
and compare Mavor v. Pyne (1825), 3 Bing. 285. In McGregor v. McGregor^ 
supra, confirming Souch v. Strawbridge, supra, and Boydell v. Drummond, supra, 
it was laid down that if the contract can by possibility be performed within ihe 
year the statute does not apply ; Eley v. Positive Assurance Co, (1875), 1 Ex. D. 
20 (employment as solicitor during good conduct); and Davey v. Shannon 
(1879), 4 Ex. D. 81, were in effect overruled. In Farrington v. Donokoe (1866), 

1 Ir. 0. L. 675, an agreement to maintain a child of five years of age until it 
should be able to maintain itself was held to ^ within the statute, but the 
decision is prior to McGregor v* McGregor, supra, with which it does not seem to be 
consistent. See also Sidehotham v. Holland, [1895] 1 Q. B. 378, 0. A. (tenancy 
for three years) ; Milsom v. Stafford (1899), 80 L. T. 590, 0. A. (lettingplant for 
three years). 

Bracegirdle v. Heald nSlB), 1 B. & Aid. 722; Giraud v. Bichmond (1846), 

2 0. B. 835 ; Milsom v. Stafford, supra. 

In) Bri^inj. Bosi^ (1879), 11 Q. B. D. 128, 0. A. ; Snelling v. Huntingfidd 
(1834), 1 Or. M« & E. 20 ; and Bracegirdle v. Heald, supra, 

(o) Smith V. Odd Coast and AshanH Explorers, £fd., [1903] 1 E. B. 285, 688, 
0. A. See dicta in Cawihome v. Cordrey (1868), 13 O’. B. s.) 406, and in 
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from year to year is not within the statute (p); nor is a contract of 
service for an indefinite period^ determinable by reasonable notice ( 9 ). 

755 . The following are some examples of agreements that have 
been held not to be within the statute, and so do not require to be in 
writing: — To pay money to a man on his marriage (r), to leave 
money by will (s), to pay money on completion of a voyage that it 
was possible to complete within a year (t) ; to employ a person as 
sole agent for the sale of patented articles until the sale of the 
patent to a company (u); and to maintain a child at the request of 
the defendant for so long as the defendant should think proper (a). 

766. The mere fact that an agreement which contemplates per- 
formance over a longer period than a year, such as a contract of 
service for a term of years, may be terminated by the parties by 
notice or otherwise during the year does not take it out of the 
operation of the statute (b). 

767. The statute has no application to contracts for an executed 
consideration (c), or where the contract is to be entirely executed by 
one party within the year (d) ; nor is a contract under the terms of 
which it is possible that one of the parties may wholly perform 
his part of the contract within the year, although the performance 
by the other party extends over several years (e). 


Britain v. Romter (1879), 11 Q. B. D. 123, C. A. DoWur v. Parhington (1901), 
84 L. T. 470, to tbe contrary, must be considered overruled by Smith v. Gold 
Coast and Ashanti Explorers^ Ltd., [1903] 1 £L B. 285, 538. 

( p) Deeston v. Collyer (1827), 4 Bing. 309. 

( j) S(mch V. Strawbridge (1846), 2 0. B. 808, per TiNDAL, C.J., at p. 815. 

r) Peter v. Compton (1693), SHn. 353. 

^«) Ridley v. Ridley (1865), 34 Beav. 478 ; and see WelU v. Horton (1826), 4 
Bing. 40, and Fenton v. Emblers (1762), 3 Burr. 1278. 

(0 Anon. (1693), Salk. 280. 

Lav^dte y. Riches (1908), 24 T. L, B. 336. 

(a) SoiicA V. Strawbridge, supra. For other examples of agreements not within 
the statute, see McKay v. Rutherford (1848), 6 Moo. P. 0. C. 413: Murphy v. 
Sullivan (1865), 11 Ir, Jur. fN. 8.) Ill; Knowlman y. Bluett (1873), L. B. 9 
Ezch. 1, affirmed (1874^ ibia. 307, £x. Ch., a promise to pay a certmn sum a 
year for bringing up illegitimate children (appealed against and disposed 
of on other grounds) ; Miles v. New Zealand Alford Estate Co. (1886), 32 Cn. D. 
266, C. A., per Nobth, J., at p. 276, an a^eement for the abandonment of 
legal proceemngs; Bevan v. Carr (1885), Cab. & EL 499 ; see also Smith v. 
Neale (1857), 26 L. J. ( 0 . P.) 143 ; Miles v. Bough (1842), 3 a B. 845, and 
Francam v. Foster (1692), Skin. 356. In the case of Collis v. Botthamley (1858), 
7 W. B. 87, tbe defendant by a parol agreement agreed to serve the plaintin 
for a year certain to commence at a future date and thenceforth imtil the parties 
should determine the same by three months’ notice. After serving some years 
the defendant left at tbe end of a year without notice, and it was held that 
the plaintiff could maintain an action for breach of (he agreement notwithstanding 
the Statute of Frauds. 

(5) Dobson y. Collis (1856), 1 H. & N. 81 ; Birch y. Liverpool (Earl) (1829), 9 
B. & C. 392 ; Lavdette y. Riches, supra ; Re Pentreguinea Patent Fuel Go., 
Ex parU Acramun (1862), 31 L. J. (OH.) 741, 0. A. 

(c) Knowlman y. Bluett, supra ; &ucA y. Strawbridge, supra. As to executed 
consideration, see p. 384, post. 

(d) Donellan y. Read (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 899, where the plaintiff, a landlord, 
had Imd out £50 on improyements in oonsideration of the tenants agreeing to 
pay him £5 more rent; Smith y. Neale, supra. See 1 Smith, L. 0„ llm ed., 319. 

(«) Cherry y. Heming (1849), 4 Exch. 631 (assignment of patent, the price to 
be paid by mstalments extending oyer seyeral years). 
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(2) The EseentiaU of the Writing. 

(a) The Memorandum or Note. 

768. The memorandum need not be contemporaneous with the 
contract ; it is sufficient if it be made subsequently to a parol agree- 
ment (/). But it must be in existence when the action in respect of 
the contract is commenced {g\ and for a memorandum to be effective 
there must be a concluded agreement existing at the time when it is 
signed (//)• 

769. The statute does not require the memorandum to be signed 
by both parties, but only by the party to be charged. A memo- 
randum signed by one party makes the contract enforceable against 
him, though it is not signed by the other party (i), and a written 
proposal signed by one party and accepted orally by the other 
is sufficient to bind the former {k). But such a proposal must 
show to whom it is made (a). 

Where an agreement is signed in counterpart, and there is a 
complete memorandum as against one party, it is not a defence to an 
action by the other party that there is an error in the memorandum 
signed by him (b). 

760. No special form is required for a memorandum (c). It need not 
be under seal {d). Any document conforming to the statutory requi- 
sites, and containing all the essential terms of the contract, will be a 
sufficient memorandum. Thus, a rough draft, the parties contem- 
plating the preparation and execution of a more formal agreement (e), 


(/) Barkworth v. Young (1856), 26 L. J. (cn.) 153 ; Hammereley v. De Biel 
(Baron) (1845), 12 Cl. & Fin. 45, II. L ; Bradford'^. Bouhton (1858), 8 1. C. L. R. 
468 ; Schneider v. Norrie (1814), 2 M. & S. 286 ; Be Holland^ Qregg v. Holland^ 
[1902] 2 Ch. 360, 0. A 

(g) Lucas y. Dixon (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 357, 0. A ; Bill v. Bament (1841), 9 
M. & W. 36. 

(h) Munday y. Asprey (1880), 13 Ch. D. 855, per Fry, J., at p. 857, in which 
case it was held that an engrossment of a conveyance containing a recital that 
the vendor had contracted with the purchaser for the sale to him of land at a 
certain price, accompanied by a signed letter referring to the engrossment and 
the payment of the purchase-money, was not a memorandum. 

(t) kgerton v. Mathews (1805), 6 East, 307 ; Seton v. Slade (1802), 7 Ves. 265; 
Laytharp y. Bryant (1836), 3 Scott, 238. 

(k) Reuse V. Pivksley (1866), L. R. 1 Exch. 342, Ex. Ch. 

(a) Williams v. Jordan (1877), 6 Ch. D. 517. 

(h) Butcher v. Nash (1889), 61 L. T. 72. 

(c) Welford v. Beazely (1747J, 3 Atk. 503. A blank promise to pay, not addressed 
to anybody but headed with tne name of the Congregational Union Jubilee Fund, 
and nlled in and signed, was held not a memorandum within the Statute of 
Frauds (Re Hudson^ Creed v. Henderson (1885), 33 W. R. 819). 

(d) IVheeler v. Newton (1690), Free. Ch. 13. 

(«) Cray v. Smith (1889\ 43 Ch. D. 208, 0. A A memorandum contained 
a sUtement that the deiondant had accepted the title, and the lease was 
to be granted by the lessor as the defendant might direct, and this was held 
sufficient (Morgan y. Worthington (1878), 38 L. T. 443). Where, in the case of 
lettens, the^ drawing up of a fon^ instrument between the parties is con- 
templated, it is a question of construction whether the letters should constitute 
a binding agreement or that there should be no binding agreement until the 
instrument bad been drawn up; see Roseiter v. jlfiYZer (1878), 3 App. Cas. 1124; 
Bonnewdl v. Jenkins (1878), 8 Oh. D. 70 ; Bdton v. Lamhtri (188^, 41 Ch. D. 
295; Filhy y. Houneell^ [1896] 2 Ch. 737; North y. Percival^ [1898] 2 Ch. 
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Contract. 


Bwji. 8. a recital in a will (/), an affidavit (g), a bill of parcels (fe), a 

Form of the letter to a third person (i), an offer acted upon (k), a receipt (1), 

Contract, or a resolution in the minute-book of a company (m), may be a 
— sufficient memorandum. A telegram sent by one of the parties 
may be a sufficient memorandum to bind that party (n), an_d^ a 
hill of exchange may be a sufficient memorandum, if the liability 
sought to be enforced is apparent on the face of the bill (o). A letter 
by a principal to his own agent, recognising the terms of a contract 
made by the agent on his behalf, is a sufficient memorandum 

to charge the principal in an action by the other contracting 

party (p). 

A document is available as a memorandum, although it contains 
a repudiation of the contract, if it recognises all the terms 
thereof (q), and does not set up any fresh term (r). But letters 


i f) Be Hoyle, HoiAe v. Hoyle, [1893] 1 Ch. 84, 0. A 
a) Barhtoorth y. Young (1856), 4 Drev. 1. 

K) Schneider v. Norris (1814), 2 M. & S. 286. 

t) Bateman v. Phillips (1812), 16 East, 272 ; Longfellow v. Williams (1804), 
Peake’s Add. Cas. 226 ; Oihaon y, Holland (1866), L. B. 1 0. P. 1 ; Moore v. Hart 
(1682), 1 Vem. 110, 201. 

(A;) Powers v. Fowler (1864), 4 E. & B. 611 ; Smith v. Neale (1867), 2 0. B. (n. s.) 
67 ; see also Forster v. Rowland (1861), 7 H. & N. 103. 

(1) Evans v. Prothero (1862), 1 De O. M. & O. 672. The decision in this 
case as to the admissibility of &e document, though unstamped, cannot now be 
relied on (see p. 630, post\ 

(m) Jonu V. Victoria Graving Dock Co, (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 314. 

(»^ McBlain v. Cross (1871), 26 L. T. 804 ; and see Godwin v. Francis (1870), 
L. K 5 0. P. 296; Pitts y. Beckett (1846), 13 M. & W. 743. It is doubtful 
whether a copy of a contract token by a machine and put into a letter-book is a 
sufficient memorandum. 


(o) J. We Holmes Co, y, Amaza Durkee (1883), Cab. & El. 23. Thus, if a 
plaintiff draws and indorses bills to tixe defendant and the defendant reindorses 
them to the plaintiff, the intention being that the defendant should be a surety 
for the price of goods supplied to her son, the bill is a sufficient memorandum 
{Wilkinson y. Unwin (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 636, 0. A.); or if a bill is drawn by the 
nlaintiff upon the defendant payable to the order of the defendant and is indorsed 
oy the defendant and delivers to the plaintiff, the intention being that the 
defendant should become surety for his son, the bill is a sufficient memorandum 
{J, W, JIdmes Co, y. Amaza Durkee, supra). But contrd if the liability to be 
enforced is not apparent on the face of the biU and proof of a special contract 
causing the liability is necessary {Steele y, M^Kinlay (1880), 6 App. Cas. 764). 
{p) Gibson V. Holland (1865), L. R 1 0. P. 1. 

(9) Bailey y. Sweeting (1861), 9 0. B. (k. S.) 843 ; Elliott y. Dean (1884), Cab. & 
El. 283 ; Wilkinson v. Evans {iS6Q), L. R 1 C. P. 407. In Leather Cloth Co, v. 
Hieronimus (1876), L. R 10 CL B. 140, the defendant had verbally ordered goods 
to be sent by a particular route. The goods were sent by another route, of 
which the seller informed the defendant by letter, inclosing an invoice. Defen- 
dant subsequently wrote a letter recognising the original order, but declining to 

n on account of the change of route. The* jury having found that the 
mdant had by his conduct ratified the change of route, it was held that the 
letter and invoice were a sufficient memorandum. 


(r) Smith v. Sumam (1829), 9 B. & 0. 661, in which cose the repudiation set 
SP frosh tem that the goods should be sound and in good oonffition. 
where the repudiation was on the ground that the goods had not been delivered 
there was no memorandum (AicAordi v. Porter (1827), 
^ Cooper y. Smith (1812), 16. ]^t, 103). But where the 

repudiation identified the contract and thus showed thsit v be defendant was 
wrong in repudia^g the contract on the ground that the goods had not been 

M T ® sufficient memorandum {Buxton y. Bust 

(1871), L. R 7 Exch. 1). ' 
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which show that there is a dispute beWeen the parties as to what 
are the terms of the contract do not constitute a sufficient memo- 
randum, and in such a case parol evidence is not admissible to 
show what were the actual terms («). 

(b) Connected Documente. 

761. When one document refers to another the two may be read 
together, so as to constitute a complete memorandum (t). 

The same rule applies if the documents can be connected together 
by reasonable inference, although there is no express reference from 
one document to the other (u). 

762. Parol evidence is admissible to identify a written document 


(«) Archer y. Baynee (1850), 6 Excli. 625 ; Bichards v. Porter (1827), 6 B. & 0* 
437 ; Cooper ye Smith (1812), 15 East, 103. 

(t) Ridgway v. Wharton (1857), 6 H. L. Cas. 238. 

(tt) Wylson y.Dunn (1887), 34 CkD. 569 ; Peek y.N. Stafford RaU. Co. (1858), 
E. B. & E. 958, per Williams, J., at p. 1000 ; ibifL (1863) 32 L. J. (q. b.) 241, per 
Lord Westbury, at p. 270 ; Studde v. Watson (1884), 28 Oh. D. 305 (two docu- 
ments, both referring to the same parol contract and together containing all the 
terms) ; Baumann v. James (1868), 3 Oh. App. 508 ; Jadcson v. Lowe (1822), 
7 Moore (o. P.), 219 (correspondence referring to the contract and to an Sieged 
breach thereof) ; Macrory v. Scott (1850), 5 Exch. 907. Examples of docu- 
ments held sufficiently connected are : Agreement and receipt (Long y. Millar 
(1879), 4 0. P. D. 450, C. A) ; two letters (Sheers v. Thimhlehy & Son (1897), 
76 L. T. 709, 0. A.) ; letter written on the back of an invoice (Wilkinson y^ 
Evans (1866), L. E. 1 0. P. 407); letters and an order (AUen v. Bennet (1810), 
3 Taunt. 169); a bill of parcels and a letter referring to an order (Saunderson v. 
Jayson (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 238) ; instructions for a telegram signed by the 
party, the telegram itself and letters (Godwin v. Francis (1870), L. E. 5 0. P. 
295) ; letter and receipt {Btudds v. Watson^ supra) ; agreement for sale of 
property and plan not referred to, but described as a plan of the property 
sold (Nene Valley Drainage Commissioners v. Dunkley (1876), 4 Ch. D. 1, 
0. a) ; application to a society for workmen and an agreement by a work- 
man to accept the employment (Crane v. Powell (1868), L. E. 4 0. P. 123) ; 
receipt of auctioneer, memoranaum, and conditions of sale (Shardlow v. 
CoUereU (1881), 20 Oh. D. 90); receipt and letter referring to the same 
parol contract (Studds v. Watson^ supra). Examples of documents hold 
insufficiently connected are: Letters (Potter v. Peters (189^, 72 L. T. 024); 
catalogue and sales ledger (Peirce y. Corf (1874), L. E. 9 Q. B. 210) ; letter and 
document described as a supplement contained in same envelope (Kriniheim v. 
t/b/iwaon (1877), 7 Oh. D. 60; but see Pearce v. Gardner^ [1897] 1 Q. B. 688, 
0. A) ; memorandum and letter (Smith v. Dixon (1839), 3 Jur. 770) ; sold 
notes and letters (McCaul v. Strauss Co. (1883), Oab. & El. 106 ; and see 
Taylor v. Smith, [1893] 2 Q. B. 65, 0. A.); wnere the first of two papers was 
in the words I agree to let the premises in Qt. L., containing three Btaoies eto«, 
for the same rent and subject to the same conditions that I hold them myself,’* 
it was held (Lord Oampbell, L.O., diss.) that this pap^, though ratified by the 
proposed lessee, did not satisfy the statute because it did not state the duration 
of the term (Fitzmaurice v. Bayley (1857), 9 H. L. Oas. 78) ; catalogue with 
conditions of sale and entry in mes ledger (Peirce v. Cor/, supra). In order to 
satisfy the Statute of Frauds an entry in an auctioneer’s sales book must 
rofer to the conditions of sale subject to which the proiierty is sold, so as to 
identify them, upon production, as oeing the conditions mentioned in the entry 
(Sishton y. Whaimore (1878), 8 Oh. D. 467). When at a sale the conditions are 
not attached to the catalogue or referred to by it there is not a sufficient 
memorandum by the auctioneer writing the defendant’s name against the 
article in the catalogue (Binds v. WhUehouse (1806), 7 East, 558, per Lord 
Eixknborotjoh, O.J., at p. 570; Kemoorthy y. Bcho^ (1824), 2 B. * a 
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referred to in another written document so as to connect them (x), 
and to prove that a writing exists and must have been impliedly 
referred to by a writing signed by the party to be charged, though 
not therein expressly referred to, so as to make a complete 
memorandum (a) . 

But parol evidence cannot be given to amplify an incornplete 
memorandum (i), nor to connect documents which contain no 
reference to one another, and cannot be connected by reasonable 
inference from the circumstances of the case (c). 

763. Where a contract or note or memorandum thereof in 
writing exists which binds one party, any subse<juent note in 
writing, signed by the other, is sufficient to bind him, provided it 
either contains in itself the terms of the contract or refers to any 
writing which contains them (d). 

But where the terms of the contract cannot be made out from 
the connected documents (e), or where a term of the contract is 
omitted therefrom, there is no memorandum sufficient to satisfy 
the statute (/). 

(c) Parties. 

764. The memorandum must describe the parties in such a 
manner that there can be no fair or reasonable dispute as to who 
are the respective contracting parties, and which of them is the 
buyer and which the seller, or as the case may be (g). Where the 


{x) Morris v. Wilson (1859), 6 Jur. (n. 8.) 168; Hodges y. Horsfall (1829), 1 
Buss. & M. 116 (parol ovidence admitted to identify plan referred to) ; Jones v. 
Victoria Graving Dock Co, (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 314, 0. A. An envelope and a letter 
may be connect^ toother by parol evidence to supply the name of one party 
written on the envmope and not contained in the letter {Pearce v. Gardner^ 
[1897] 1 Q. B. 688, C. A.). Where the defendant in a letter referred to an 
arrangement with the plaintiff, and it was shown that there was no other 
arrangement except a contract contained in a memorandum signed by the 
plaintiff, it was held there was a sufficient memorandum {Cave v. Hastings 
(1881), 7 a B. D. 125). In Oliver y. Hunting (1890), 44 Ch. D. 205, in which 
cose a memorandum of agreement signed by the vendor omitted to mention the 
property sold, but a letter acknowledging the receipt of the money and describ- 
mg the property was also written by him, it was held that evidence was admissible 
to show the circumstances under which the letter was written so as to coimect it 
with the memorandum. 

(a) Craig y. Elliott (1885), 15 L. R. Ir. 257. 

(5) Holmes v. Mitchell (1859), 7 0. B. {K. 8.) 361. But parol evidence is 
admissible to identify the subj^t-matter of a promise ; Shortrede v. (1834), 
1 Ad. & El. 57 ; Bateman v. Phillips (1812), 15 East, 272; see also Mum/ord v. 
Oething (1859), 7 0. B. (n. S.)305 ; New Zealand Bank v. Simpson, [1900] A. 0. 
182; Haigh v. Brooks (1839), 10 Ad. & EL 309 ; Goldshedey, Swan (1847), 1 Exch. 
154 ; Hoad v. Grace (1862), 7 H. & N. 494 (** goods supplied ’* consbmea to mean 
goods to be supplied) ; Way v. Hearn (1863), 13 C. B. (N. 8.) 292. 

(c) Boydell v. Drummond (1809), 11 East, 142;*. 2’ay/or v. Smithy [1893] 2 
Q,. B. 65, 0. A. 

(cQ Dolell V. Hutchinson (1835), 3 Ad. & EL 355; Cave y. Eastings (1881), 7 
Q.B.D.125. y V 

(e) Taylor v. Smith, [1893] 2 Q. B. 65, 0. A., where the documents consisted 
of an advice note, an indorsement thereon, and a letter. 

(/) M'Mvllen y, Heiberg {\dlV), 6 L, B. Ir. 463, in which cose the entry in the 
auctioneer’s book did not mention that the sale was by sample and there was no 
description of the quality of the goods. Subseauent correspondence mentioning 
the quantities, prices, and places of deposit of the goods was held not to amount 
to a sufficient memorandum on account of the same defect. 

(^) Potter V. Duffisld (1874), L. E. 18 Eq. 4; Williams v. Byrnes (1863), 1 
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memorandam is ambiguous as to wKich party is buyer and which *• 

seller, parol evidence is admissible to show the surrounding circum- Form of the 
stances from which the relative positions may be inferred (/t). A Contract, 
memorandam which does not contain either the name or a sufficient Ambiguity, 
description of each of the parties is insufficient (i). 

765. It is sufficient if the memorandam contains the names of Agent, 
both of the parties entering into the contract, though one of them 
may be an agent for an undisclosed principal (k). 

766. If it can be ascertained who are the parties from some other Connected 
document which is suflSciently connected with the memorandum by documenu. 
clear reference, this will cure the defect in the memorandum (1). 

For example, it is sufficient if the vendor’s name is written in the 
fly-leaf of the vendor’s order book containing a memorandum 
naming or describing the purchaser (m), or if the vendor’s name is 
stamped on a leather cover in which the order-book containing such 
a memorandum is kept (n). 

767. The term ** vendor ” is not a sufficient description of one insufficiencj 
of the parties (o), nor is “client,” “friend,” or “principal” (p). description. 
Nor is it sufficient to describe the party as “ proposing lender” or 

“ intending lender ” (q); and where the memorandum inaccurately 
describes the vendor as the vendor’s solicitor it is insufficient (/*). 

The fact that the purchaser knew who was the vendor in any of 
such cases is immaterial (r). 


Moo. P. 0. C. (n. sO 1 54 ; WtlUama v. LaJee (1859), 29 L. J. (q. b.) 1 ; Vandenlergh 
V. Spooner (1866), L. R. 1 Exch. 316. 

(h) Newell v. Radford (1867), L. R. 3 O.P. 52. Where S. agreed to buy marble 
purchased by V. lying at Lyme Cob, it was held by Pollock, O.B., and Bram- 
WELL and CnANNELL, BB. (Martin, B., duhitante)^ that the coui’t could not 
infer that V. was the seller ( Vandenhertjh v. Spooner^ aupra). 

(t) Champion v. Plummer (1805), 5 Esp. 240; Graham v. Musaon (1839), 6 
Bing. (n. c.) 603 ; WiUiama v. Jordan (1877), 6 Ch. D. 617 (offer to take a lease 
signed by person making the offer and attested by the proposed lessor’s agent, 
but not naming or describing the proposed lessor, acceptm in writing by the 
agent without naming the lessor, the letter of acceptance not being signed by the 
proposed lessees nor referred to in any other document, was held, no sufficient 
memorandum to bind the proposed lessees) ; WiUiama v. Lake, aupra (letter of 
guarantee not naming or describing the person for whom it was intend^). 

(k) FilhyY. IlounaeU, [1896] 2 Ch. 737 ; Morriay. Wilaon (1859), 6 Jur. (n. s.) 1C8 

(/) Warner y. Willington (1856), 3 Drew. 523. For an example of documents 
not falling within this description, see Coomha v. Wilkes^ [1891] 3 Ch. 77. See 
p. 369, ante, 

(m) Sari v. Bourdillon (1866), 1 0. B. (N. s.) 188; but not if the vendor^a 
name does not appear in the order-book at aU (Jacob v. Kirk (1839), 2 Mood. 
&R. 221). 

(n) Jonea Brothera v. Joyner (1900), 82 L. T. 768. 

(<f\ Potter V. Duffield (1874), L. 18 Eq. 4 ; Thomaa v. Brown (1876), 1 
Q. B. D. 714. 

(p) Per Lord Cairns in Boaaiter v. Miller (1878), 3 App. Caa. 1124; but see 
Cropper v. Cook (1868), L. E. 3 0. P. 194, at p. 200. 

(aj Pottle v. Anatruther (1893), 09 L. T. 176, 0. A. 

(r) Jarrett v. Hunter (1886), 34 Ch. D. 182. The reference in a condition to 
coihiin deeds which, when examined, showed a grant to a person who was a 
trustee for the vendor does not cure the defect (nor would it if the deeds showed 
who the vendor was, ibid., per Kay, J.). So where a condition stated that the 
vendor was a trustee for side, which was an error, it was held to he a fatal 
defect in the memorandum (Butcher v. Noah (1889), 61 L. T. 72). * 
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On the other hand, “ proprietor,” ” owner,” “ mortgagee " («X 
or ” a trustee selling under a trust for sale ” (t), or any other 
description which, having regard to the circumstances of the case, 
clearly shows who is intend^, is a sufficient description of one of 
the.parties ; and ” In consideration of you having this day paid me 
the sum of £50 I hereby agree to grant ^ou or your assigns a 
further lease ” of certain premises is a sufficient description of the 
person to whom the further lease is to be granted, it being proved 
that the existing lessee had in fact paid the £50 (a). 

It is also sufficient if the memorandum shows that the vendors 
are a company in possession of the property dealt with, who have 
been carrying on operations there (h). 

(d) Term. 

768. The memorandam, in order to be a sufficient compliance 
with the requirements of the statute, must contain all the essential 
terms of the contract (c), and must show that the parties have 
agreed to those terms (d). 

In particular, in a contract of sale the memorandum must 
describe the property sold in such a way as, having regard to the 
circumstances of the case, shows clearly what is intended to be 


{$) SahY. Lambert (1874), L* K. 18Eq. 1 ; Rossiiery. Miller (1878), 8 App. Cas. 
1124. 

(<) Calling v. King (1877), 5 Ch. D. 660, C. A* 

(a) Carr v. Lynch^ [1900] 1 Ch. 613. 

(b) Oammins v. Scott (1875), L. B. 20 Eq. 11* 

W See Qrayy. Smith (1889), 43 Ch. D. 208, C. A. ; Caddicky, Skidmore (1857), 
3 Jur. (mt. s.) 1185; Coxy. Middleton 2 Drew. 209. An agreement to 

employ a managing director for a term of nve years does not comply with the 
Statute of Frauds if it does not say when the service is to iH>mmehce {Re 
Alevander^e Timber Co. (1901), 70 L. J. (CH.]| 767). A memorandum that A. has 
paid B. a certain sum as a deposit and in nart payment of £1,000 for the 
purchase of a specified propeiiy, the terms to be expressed in an agreement to 
be signed as soon as prepared, is insufficient (TTooa v. Midgley (16^)> 6 De O. 
M. & O. 41, C. A.). The statute ‘^is a weapon of defence, not onence, and does 
not make any sipped instrument a valid cont^t by reason of the signature, if it is 
not such according to the good faith and real intention of the parties ” {per Lord 
Selbobke, L.C., m Jervis y. Berridge (1873), 8 Ch. App. 351, at p. 360 ; and see 
Hussey v. Ilorne^Payne (1879), 4 App. Cas, 311, at p. 323). Where two letters of 
a correspondence seem to constitute a complete contract and to satisfy the stotuto, 
the party to be charged was allowed to show by other letters and by evidence 
of conversations that a complete contract was not intended by the two letters 
{Hussey v. Home-Fame^ » ®ee also Bristol etc. Aerated Bread Co. v. 

Maggs (1890), 44 Ch* D. 616 ; Watson v. McCallum (1903), 87 L. T. 547. 

(d) Archer v. Baynes (1850), 5 Exch. 625 ; Richaras v. Porter (1827), 6 B. & 0. 
437 ; Cooper y. Smith (1812), 15 East, 103. 

{e) The following descriptions have been held sufficient, parol evidence being 
admissible to show to what they referred “ This place ” {Waldron v. Jacob and 
Millie (1870), L E. 5 Eq, 131) ; “property,^ the date of the sale being given 
{Shardlow y. Cotterdl (1881), 20 Oh. D. O* A. ; and see Bleakley v. Smith (1840), 
11 Sim. 160 ; McMurray v. Spicer (1868), L. E. 5 Eq. 527) ; ** my house {Cowley 
y. Watts (1864), 17 Jur. 172); “Mi. Ogilvie's house ** {Ogilvie v. FdtjartJbe 
(1817), 3 Mer. 53); “the house etc. in Newport,'* coupled with a reference to 
the deeds being in the possession of a named individual {Owen v. Thomas (1834), 
3 My. & K. 353) ; “ the intended new publio-house at Putney *’ (TTood v. Bcarih 
(1855), 2E.& J.33); “twenty-four acres of land, freehold, and oil appurtenances 
at Totmonslow (Plant v* BoumCf [IC^ 2 Oh* 281, 0. A.) ; “ the executors of ** a 
named person (Hood v. Barrington (1868), L. B. 6 Bq. 218) ; “ propoamg lender ” 
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Where a memorandum signed by the defendant contains alterna* 
tive offers, one of which is accepted, the contract is sufficiently 
evidenced in writing within the statute (/). 

769. Parol evidence is admissible to show that the written 
memorandum does not contain the actual terms agreed upon by the 
parties {g). In such a case the effect is that if the contract is one 
which is not enforceable unless evidenced by writing there is no 
enforceable contract at all. The apparent agreement as evidenced 
by the writing cannot be enforced because it is not the real agree- 
ment, and the real agreement cannot be enforced because it cannot 
be proved Qi). Parol evidence is also admissible to prove assent by 
the defendant to alterations made in a written contract after it has 
been signed by him(t). 

770. If the contract is subsequently varied, as to one of its terms, 
by parol, the agreement so varied cannot be enforced. Thus, if a 
contract is made for delivery of goods on a certain day, any agree- 
ment whereby the day of delivery is altered must, in order to bo 
enforceable, be in writing (i). 

Parol evidence is not admissible to prove an alteration of terms 
which creates a substituted contract (k). But an assent to a substi- 
tuted mode of performing one of the terms of an agreement need 
not be in writing, though the original contract must have been (1) ; 
and if the time for delivery of goods is extended by parol, no 
rescission of the original written agreement is thereby efifected, 
and such original agreement therefore remains enforceable (in). 


{Tattle V. Anstruther (1894), 69 L. T. 175) ; “ your wool ” (Macdondldy. LonghoUom 
(1869), 1 E. & E. 977). But the words “ the property ” were held an insufficient 
descnption of colliery plant and stock ( Vale of Neath Colliery Co, t. Fumeae 
(1876), 45 L. J. (cn.) 276), and a memorandum referring to an ascertained 
quantity of whisky is not sufficient if the quantity was to be ascertained by a 
re-dip {Mahalen v. Dublin and Chapdizod Distillery Co, (1877), 11 1. R 0. L. 83). 
.Au agreement for a lease not stating the date of commencement does not satisfy 
the statute (iHfara/^aZ; Berridge (1882), 19 Ch. D. 233, overruling Jojufs v. 
Millar (1877), 6 Oh. D. 153). See also May v. Thompson (1882), 20 Ch. 15. 705; 
Eumphery y. Conybeare (1899), 80 L. T. 40. 

(/) Lever y, Koffler^ [1901 J 1 Oh. 543, following dictum in Hussey v. Homo* 
Pav7i6 (1879), 4 App. Oas. 311. 

(g) Lockett y. Nicklin (1848), 2 Exch. 93. 

\)i) Qoss y. Nugent {Lord) (1833), 5 B. & Ad. 68 ; Sanderson y. Graves (1875), 
L. R 10 Exch. 234; Emmet y. Dewhirst (1851), 21 L. J. (CH.) 497. It is 
immaterial whether the term altered is essential or not {Marshall y. Lynn 
(1840), 6 M. & W. 109). So if the day of the completion of a purchase of an 
interest in land in a written agreement is yerbally postponed, the agreement so 
altered cannot be enforced {Stowell y, Robinson (1837^ 3 Bing. (n. 0.) 928). .^d 
see Vezey y. Raslileigh^ [1904] 1 Oh. 634. 

^f) Stewart y, Eddowes (1874), L. E. d 0. P. 311. 

(/) See note (A), supra, 

(A) Flevins y. Downing (1876), 1 0. P, D. 220. 

(0 Leather*Cloth Co, y. Hieronimus (1875), L. E. 10 Q. B. 140; Hickman y. 
Haynes (1875), L. E. 10 0. P. 598 (performance delayed beyond the stipulated 
time at the request of the defendant). 

(m) Noble y. Ward (1867), L. E. 2 Exch. 135, Ex. Oh.; and see Moore v. 
Campbell (1854), 10 Exch. 323. Where the defendant failed to deliver goods 
under a written agreement, and the plaintiff at his verbal request delayed in 
purchasing the goods elsewhere, it was held that there was no new contwt, but 
merely a forbearance on the part of the plaintiff, and therefore the defendant 
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771 . Except in the case of a special promise to answer for the 
debt, default, or miscarriage of another person, which is specially 
excepted by s. 8 of the Mercantile Law Amendment Act, 1856 (a), the 
memorandum must show the consideration for the contract (&). It 
is not necessary that the consideration should appear in express 
terms ; it is sufficient if the memorandum is so framed that any 
person of ordinary capacity must infer from the perusal of it what 
was the actual consideration upon which the undertaking was given. 
But a mere conjecture, however plausible, as to what is the 
consideration is not sufficient to satisfy the statute. There must 
be a well-grounded inference, to be necessarily collected from the 
terms of the memorandum, as to the nature of the consideration (c). 

It is sufficient to satisfy the statute if the consideration can be 
gathered by necessary inference from the wording of the promise, 
as where the promise is upon the terms of some condition being 
performed, reference to which is contained in the same writing that 
contains the promise (d). 


could not set up the Statute of Frauds {Ogle v. Vane {Earl) (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 
272, Ex. Ch.). 

(а) 19 & 20 Viet. c. 97. The section is as follows : — “ No special promise to 
be made by any person after the passing of this Act to answer for the debt, 
default, or miscamage of another poison, being in writing, and signed by the 
party to be charged therewith or some other person by him thereunto lawfully 
authorized, shall be deemed invalid to support an action, suit, or proceeding to 
charge the person by whom such promise wall have been made, by reason only 
that the consideration for such promise does not appear in writing, or by necessary 
inference from a written document.” But there must be in fact valuable con- 
sideration as in the case of other simple contracts, and a past debt is not sufficient, 
imless there is evidence of forbearance {Morrell v. Cowan (1877), 7 Ch. D. 161, 
C. A. ; Olderthaw v. King (1867), 2 H. & N. 617 ; Coles v. Pack (1868), L. R. 6 
0. P. 66; Wynne v. Hughes (1873h 21 W. B. 628 ; Crears v. Hunter (1887), 19 
Q. B. D. 341 ; compare IFt^^an v. English and Scottish Life Assurance Co.^ [1909] 

I Ch. 29], 297), or wat the guarantee was intended to extend to future advances 
{Haigh v. Bro^ (1839), 10 Ad. & EL 309, Ex. Ch. ; Wood v. Benson (1831), 2 Cr. 
& J. 94 ; Baikes v. 'Podd (1838), 8 Ad. &EL 846; Kennaway v. Trehaven (1839), 
6 M. & W. 498 ; Johnstone v. Nicholls (1846), 1 C. B. 261 ; Chajpman v. Sutton 
(1846), 2 C. B. 634). And see title OuiLRANTEE. 

(б) Ham V. (1804), 5 East, 10; 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 323, in which 

case it was held that a promise to pay the debt of a third person must show the 
consideration; Saunders v. Wakefield (1821^, 4 B. & Aid. 695; 6 B. & Aid. 659; 
Sweet V. Lee (1841), 4 Scott (n. b.), 77. l^e price must be stated if actually 
agreed {Elmore v. Kingseote (1826), 6 B. & C. 583) ; but not if the sale is for an 
implied reasonable price (Hoadley v. McLains (1834), 10 Bing. 482), 

(c) Hawes v. Arms^ron^ (1836), 1 Scott, 661; see judgment of Tindal, C.J. 
An indorsement on an agreement between A. and B. made os part of the same 
transaction, whereby C. undertakes that A. shall perform all the covenants in 
the agreement, shows a sufficient consideration for C.’s promise {Cdldham v. 
Showier (1846), 3 C. B. 312). A letter from A. to B. in which A. refers to a 
claim by B. on A.’s brother and undertakes to pay the amount within a certain 
period wows no consideration {James v. Williams (1834), 6 B. & Ad. 1109). An 
agreement by A. to work for B. and no other ^rson from a certain date for 
twelve months, and afterwards from twelve months and to twelve months until 
A. shall give B. twelve months’ notice in writing, shows no consideration on the 
part of B. {Sykes y. Dixon (1839), 1 Per. k Dav. 463). See also Bentham v. Cooper 
(1839), 611. & W. 621 ; Jarvu v. TFi/Wns a841), 7 M. & W. 410. Cases in which 
it was held sufficiently clear that the consiwration was the marriage of a daughter 
are CoverdaU v. Eastwood (1872), L. E. 16 Eq. 121, and Laver v. Fielder (1862), 

II W. B. 245, while in Be Eyre, McAndrtw v. Norris (1895), 43 W. B 538, the 
contrary was held. As to consideration, see p. 383, post 

(d) Powers v. Fowler (1855), 4 R & B. 511, where defendant’s solicitor wrote 
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773> A memorandum is incomplete it it does not state the price 
of goc^s sold \7here such price has been agreed on (e). But where 
no price has been fixed for the goods the memorandum may be 
sufficient although the price is not mentioned, because in such a 
case the law will infer that the sale is for a reasonable price (/). It 
may, however, be proved by parol evidence that the agreement was 
in fact for sale at a fixed price, so as to defeat a memorandum, 
which does not mention the price (g). 

773. In the case of a guarantee the person to be guaranteed must 
be named or otherwise sufficiently described in the memorandum (h). 

774. In contracts between landlord and tenant the writing or 
writings relied upon to satisfy the statute must contain all the 
material terms of the lease (i). 

(e) Signature. 

775. It is sufficient if the memorandum bears the signature of 
the party to be charged in the action (k), unless it is shown that he 
only intended to be bound in the event of the other party also 
signing a meniorandum, so as to make the other party’s signature 
a condition precedent to his liability (1). 

The signature must be so placed as to show that it was intended 
to relate and refer to, and that in fact it does relate and refer to, 
every part of the instrument (m). It does not, however, signify in 
what part of the instrument the signature is to be found (n), if it 


that to save his clients’ credit from destruction he would undertake to settle a 
purchase within two months *‘if that will be satisfactory to your clients” ; 
Egei'ton v. Mathewe (1805), 6 Ea^ 307 (letter ap;reeing to give a cei-tain price 
for eoods held suflBcient, the consideration sufBciently appearing by inference). 

(e) Goodman v. Griffith* (1857), 1 H. & N. 674. A memorandum stating me 
price “ net cash ” is not sumcient if the agreement gave an alternative of pay- 
ment by bill at four months, with bank rate of interest added {Mahalen y. Dublin 
and Ohapelizod Distillery Co. (1877), 11 1. R. 0. L. 83). 

(/) VaJpg V. Gibson (1847), 4 C. B. 837. Thus an order for goods “on 
moderate terms ” is suflScient {Ashcroft v. Morrin (1842), 4 Man. & O. 450). 
This principle has no application to s. 4 of the Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3), 
the only exception to imch is made by s. 3 of the Mercantile Law Amendment 
Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viot. o. 97). 

(y) Acehci v. Levy (1834), 10 Bing. 376. 

Cn) Williams v. XoM (1859), 1 L. T. 66. See title OuAHAinrEB. 

(t) Such as the parties, the bednning and length of the term, the rent, and 
the subject-matter of the lease. For fmler particulars, see title Lakdloiid and 
Tenant. 


{k) Laythoarp y. Brj/ant (1836), 3 Scott, 238; Ormond (Lord) y. Anderson 
(1813), 2 Ball & B. 363, at p. 370 ; Fowle y. Freeman (1804), 9 Ves. 361 ; Seton 
y. Shxde Q802), 7 Ves. 265 ; Egerton y. Mathews (1806\ 6 :^t. 307 ; Liverpool 
Borough Bank y. Ecdes (1859), 4 H. & N. 139. 

{1) Moore v. Campbell (1854), 10 Exoh. 328. 

(m) Caton v. Caton (1867), L. E. 2 H. L. 127. Thus, a signature to a letter will 
not coyer a postcript headed “ supplement” and written on a separate piece of 
paper which was sent with the letter but was not referred to in it {Kremeim y. 
Johnson (1877), 7 Ch. D. 60) ; and a name inserted in the body of an instru-.- 
mont and applicable to particular purposes only is not si^dent (SUdees y. Moore 
(1786), 1 Cox, Eq. Cas. 219). 

(n) OgUvie y. Fdjambe (1817), 3 Mer. 63. Thus, on acceptance in the third 
person is sufficient (ibid.) ; and a memorandum “ Mr. Wilmot Parker has 
ag^ etc.,” written by Parker, is suflaoient {Propert y. PorJfcer (1830), 1 

& M* G25)« Such a xuemoranduiu is sufficisziti although tiio ohristiaii uaxuo is 
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CiOKTRAOT. 

is inserted in such a manner as to have the effect of authenticating 
the whole of the instrument. 

776. It is not enough that the party to be charged is identified 
by the memorandum ; he is required to sign it (a), but if it is signed 
it matters not for what purpose the signature was put, if only it 
was put to attest the document as that which contains the terms O! 
the contract {b). 

777. A signature in pencil is sufficient (c), and also a signature 
by initials (d), or by means of a stamp (e ) ; a mark is sufficient and 


omitted {Lohb v. Stanley (1844), 5 Q. B. 674 : Mr. Stanley etc.’*). A memo- 
randum James Grockford etc.’* is sufficiently signed by Crockford 
although signed at the end by the other party to it and not so signed by 
Crockford {Knight v. Crodcfcrd (1794), 1 Esp. 190). The name of the 
auctioneer prinikl on the back of particulars and conditions of sale is not 
a signature as agent of the vendor lor the purpose of completing the memo- 
randum {Dya$ V. Stafford (1882), 9L. E. Ir. 620, 0. A.). The siming of articles 
of association is not a Agoing of an agreement between the shareholders and 
another person not a party to them(A7sy y. Positive Assurance Co, (1876),. 
1 Ex. D. 20\ Signing an agreement for a lease is sufficient when it is a 
reasonable inierence that the signature is in the capacity of the tenant mentioned 
in the agreement {Stokell v. Niven (1889), 61 L. T. 18, 0. A. ; see also Caton y. 
Caton (1867), L. B. 2 H. L. 127). 

(a) Thynne {Lady E,) v. Qlengall {Earl) (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 131 ; Selby y, 
Sdhy (1817), 3 Mer. 2; Morison v. Tumour (1811), 18 Ves. 176. Thus, a 
letter concluding **your affectionate mother*’ is not signed {ibid.). An 
agreement containing the names of the contracting parties and at tne end 
the words **a8 witness our hands,” which is not signed, is not a sufficient 
memorandum {^Hubert y. Treherne (1842), 4 Scott (n. k.), 486) ; and altering 
a draft is not signing it {Hawkins y. Holmes (1721), 1 P. Wms. 770). 
The mere fact that a memorandum signed by the plaintiff contains at its 
head the name and address of the defendant does not constitute a signature 
by the defendant {Huckleshy y. Hook (1900), 82 L. T. 117). But where 
a person wishing to sell sends to a person desiring to buy a document con- 
taining the name of the former person, though it may be in print, yet in such 
a way as to show that the sender recognised it to be his own name, and 
containing the terms of a contract, is a sufficient memorandum to charge the 
sender {Tourret v. Crijtps (1879), 27 W. E. 706, per Hall, V.-O.). Thus a 
letter not signed, containing an offer of a lease, witn the words *' From Eichard 

L. Cripps,” with his address printed at the head, is sufficiently signed by Cripps 
{ibid .) ; or if the defendant fills in the name of the plaintiff as buyer on a 
printed paper in which the defendant’s name is printed as seller there is a 
sufficient memorandum signed by the defendant {Schneider y. Norris (1814), 2 

M. & S. 286). A memorandum ** John Bleakley agrees with J. E. Bridges to 
take the property etc.,” drawn up by J. E. Bridges, is sufficiently signed by him 
{Bleakley Y. Smith (1840), 11 Sim. 150); and an entry “Sold John D<^g8on etc.,” 
mode by Dodgson, the defendant, signed by the agent of the plaintiff and 
intended by both parties to be a memorandum of me contract, is sufficiently 
signed by the defendant {Johnson y. Dodgson (1837), 2 M. & W. 663). Or, 
again, if an agent of the defendant prepares a document containing his name, 
and lays it bmore the plaintiff for feature, that^is a sufficient signing by the 
defendant {Evans y. //oars, [1892] 1 U. B. 69^. A signature by an auctioneer 
on behalf of an undisclosM proprietor is sufficient {Beer y. London and Paris 
Hotel Co, (1876). L. E. 20 Eq. 412). 

{b) Jones v. Victoria Craving Dock Cb. (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 314, 0. A. (resolution in 
minute book of company), per Lusn, J., at p. 324 ; WeJford y. Benzdy (1747), 
3 Atk. 603 ; Coles v. Trecothick (1804), 9 yee, 234. 

' (c) Lucas v. James (1849), 7 Hare, 410, at p, 419. 

Id) Chichester y. Cobb (1866), 14 L. T. 438; Jn re BUwiU (1880), 6 P. D. 116 
(where a signature by imtials was decided to be sufficient under tne Wills Act). 

(e) Bennett y. Brumfitt (1867), 8? L. J. (a P.) 26. 
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it is not necessary to prove that the person making the mark could Bsot. 8. 
not write his name at the time (/) ; and a printed heading Form of the 
of the name of a party is a sufficient signature by him if the Contract 
document is written by his hand (g). 

The signature of instructions for a telegram is sufficient (A), and 
a telegram itself may afford a sufficient signature, as the telegraph 
clerk may have the power delegated to him to sign (t). 

778 . The memorandum is sufficient if signed by a person law- Signature hj 
fully authorised by the party to be charged (j). 

A memorandum made and signed by a person who is agent of 
both parties is sufficient to bind both(^), as, for example, a signed 
entry in a broker’s book is a sufficient memorandum to bind both 
parties (Z), and the validity of the contract evidenced thereby is not 
affected by a variance in the bought and sold notes (w). Where 
there is no signed entry in the broker’s book, signed bought and 
sold notes will constitute a memorandum if they substantially 
agree (n); but if they differ in a material respect there is no 
sufficient memorandum (o). 


(/) BaJcer v, Dening (1838), 3 Ad. & El. 94. 

(5^) Schneider v. Norrii f 1814), 2 M. & S. 286 (bill of parcels in wbicb the 
name of the seller was printed and the name of the buyer written by the seller 
held sufficient to charge the seller) ; Tourret r. Cripps (1879), 48 L. J. (oh.) 
667 ; S. 0. 27 W. E. 706, see note (a), p. 376, ante (memorandum with printed 
heading From R. L. Cripps”). 

(6) Uodwin v. Francie (1870), L. R. 6 0. P. 296. 

m McBlain v. Ctobb (1871), *26 L. T. 804. If a person, being unable to write, 
hoi^ the top of the pen while his daughter signs his name, it is sufficient 
{Hehhaw v. Langley (1841), 11 L. J. (ch). 17). 

(;) Thus, an auctioneer is the agent of both buyer and seller, and a memo- 
randum by him is sufficient (Simon ▼. Metivier or Motives (1766), 1 Wm. BL 
699; Beer y. London and Paris Uoiel Co. (1876), 20 E. 412); the auctioneer’s 
agency exists only at the time of the sale {Mewsx, Carr (1866), 1 H. & N. 
484). The authority to the auctioneer as regards the buyer is given by 
the buyer bidding nVhite v. Proctor (1811), 4 Taunt. 207 ; Cdes v. Trecothick 
(1804), 9 Yes. 234 ; Emmerson v. Heelis (1809), 2 Taunt. 38). And the initials 
of the buyer’s agent written by the auctioneer in the catalogue, coupled with 
a letter from the buyer recognising and approving the purch^, is a sufficient 
memorandum {Phillimore v. Barry (1808), 1 Camp. 613). The entry must refer 
to the conditions of sale (if any) {Rimton v. Whatmore (1878), 8 Ch. D. 467). But 
an auctioneer has no authority from the purchaser to sign a contract of a 
different date from that of the sale {Van Praagh v. Everidge, [1903] 1 Ch. 434, 
C. A.). A letter written by an agent within the scope of his authority 
recognising and insisting on tne terms contained in an unsigned contract is a 
sufficient memorandum {John Qriffiihs Cycle Corporation^ Ltd, v. Humber C7o., 
Ltd,^ [1899] 2 Q. B. 414, C. A.; reversi^ on another point in H. L., [1902] 
W. N. 9). 

(Aj) Heyman v. Heale (1809), 2 Camp. 337 ; Thompson v. Gardiner (1876), 1 
0. P. D. 777 ; Sievewrighty. Archibald 11861), 17 Q. B. 103. In a sale of goods 
a broker is considered the agent of both paxtios for the purpose of aiming the 
bought and sold notes, though primarily employed by the seller v. 

CamrMyer (1794), 1 Esp. 106). It is a question of custom whether the broker’s 
book can be produced to contradict the bought note IHawes v. Forster (1834), 1 
Mood. & R. 368). 

{1) See note («), supra. 

(m) Sievewrighty. Archibald, supra ; Ooom y. Aflalo (1826), 6 B. & 0. 117; 

Kemjpson y, Boyle (1866), 3 & 0. 763; Townend y. Drakeford (1843), 1 

Oar. & Eir. 20. 

(n) Thompson y. Oardiner^ supra; Sievewrighty. Archibald^ suprot. 

(o) Orant v. Fhtcher (1826), 6 B. ft 0. 436; Qregson v. Rude (1843), 4 Q. B. 
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A letter from one party to the agent of the other party may 
bind the former, and parol evidence is admissible to show that the 
agent was not the principal in the transaction, and also to show 
who was the principal (p). 

779. It may be proved by parol evidence that a person who signs 
a memorandum is an agent for a third party (q) in order to charge 
such third party but not to discharge the party who signed. But 
the agent in order to bind his principal must be expressly or 
impliedly authorised to make the memorandum (r). An agent who 
is authorised to enter into a contract has implied authority to 
sign a memorandum thereof (g). But not a house or estate agent 
who is merely employed to find a purchaser or tenant (i). The 
authority of an agent to sign a memorandum may be revoked at 
any time before it has been executed, even after the terms of the 
contract have been agreed upon (u). 


737 ; Cowit V. Ren^fry (184G), 6 Moo. P. C. 0. 232; Sievewrfght v. Archibald 
(1851), 17 Q. B. 103; Fisenden v. Levy (18G3), 11 W. B. 259 ; and see Thornton 
Y. Meux (1827), Mood. & M. 43. 

(p) Bateman v. Phillips (1812), 15 East, 272. A defendant who has signed 
his own name to an agreement on the face of which he appears to be personally 
a contracting party cannot avoid his personal liability by proving that he signed 
as agent for a third party and that the plaintiff was aware of tliat fact at the 
time the agreement was made and signed (Higgins v. Senior (1841), 8 M. & W. 
834). 

(9) Wilson V. Hart (1817), 7 Taunt. 295. 

(r) The signature by the chairman or mana^r of a company to the minute 
book may be sufficient to bind the company {Jones v. Victoria Dock Co. (1877), 
2 Q. B. D. 314). A letter from the defendant’s solicitors to the plaintifrs 
solicitor stating that the defendant had informed them that he had arranged with 
the plaintiff for the sole of a property at a certain price, and sending draft 
contract for perusal and approval, was held not a memorandum, it not having 
been proved mat the solicitors were duly authorised to make such a memorandum 
{Smith V. Webster 0876), 3 Ch. D. 49, 0. A.; Donnison v. People's Cafi Co. (1881), 
45 L. T. 187). But, of course, a contract may be signea by solicitors duly 
authorised {Jdlliffe v. Blumberg (1870), 18 W. E. 784). See also Bowen v. 
D'OrUans Ipuc) (1900), 16 T. L. B. 226, C. A. (solicitors employed to settle 
contract and have it stamped, have no implied authority to sign for the purposes 
of the statute). See 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 334 — 335). Where a buyer of 
goods at a sale by auction had previously agreed with the seller that ho 
should be entitled to set off the price of any goods he might buy against a 
debt due to him from the seller, it was held that the auctioneer haa no autho- 
rity to sign a memorandum on behalf of the buyer providing for payment in 
cash {Bartlett v. Purnell (1836), 4 Ad. & El. 792). See also John Griffiths Cycle 
Corporation, Ltd. v. Humber Co., Ltd., ri899] 2 Q. B, 414, 0. A., as reported 
at 81 L« T. 310; this case was reversed in H. L., but on another point, [1902] 
W. N. 9. 

(«) Rosenbaum v. Btlson, HOOO] 2 Ch. 267 ; DurreJl v. Evans (1862), 1 H. & 0. 
174, Ex. Ch. Where the plaintiff’s traveller, on taking an order from the defen- 
dant, wrote down in his presence the defendwt’s napie and the description and 

E rice of the gc^s and gave the defendant a copy of what he had written, it was 
eld, distinguishing Darrell v. Evans, supra, that there was no evidence of 
signature by an agent within the statute (Murphy v. Boese (1875), L. B. 10 Exch. 
126). 

(0 Vale 0 / Neath Colliery Co. v. Furness (1876), 45 L. J. (cn.) 276 ; Chadbum 
V. Moore (1892), 61 L. J. (cH.) 674 ; Hamner v. Sharp (1874), L. E. 10 Eq. 108. 
Compare Rosenbaum v. Belson, supra. 

(u) Farmer v. Robinson (1805), 2 Camp. 338, n. (broker) ; Warwick v. Slade 
(1811), 3 Camp. 127.^ Quosre, howeveiCf whetiier a bidder at a sale by auction 
can revoke the auctioneer’s authority to sign for him after the lot has been 
knocked down to him {Bell v. Balls^ [1897] 1 Ch. 663). 
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The signature of an agent may bind his principal though the 
agent signs only in the character of witness (v). 

780. The agent must be a third person : a memorandum cannot 
be signed by one of the parties to the contract as agent for the 
other so as to satisfy the requirements of the statute (w). 
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781. An agent cannot without the consent of his principal Delegation, 
delegate his authority to sign a memorandum (x), but if it is signed 
by the delegate in the presence of the principal and without objec- 
tion by him, that is, as a general rule, sufficient evidence of his 
consent (y). 


782. Since an agent may be lawfully authorised by parol to Parol 
sign an agreement for the purchase or sale of land on behalf of the 
party to be charged (a), it follows that, where an agent for the 
purchaser appointed by parol purchases in his own name, parol 
evidence may be given to show that the real purchaser was not the 
person named in the contract, and the contract may be enforced by 
the principal against both the agent so appointed and the vendor (b) ; 
nor can parol evidence be resisted on the ground that creations of 
trusts in land must be proved by writing (c), because it would be 
inequitable in such a case for the agent to set up the statute (d). 


(3) Part Performance, 

783. The fact that a contract has been partly performed does Application 
not at law affect the right of the defendant in an action on the 
contract to set up that there is no memorandum in writing signed 

formance. 


(v) Wallace v. Roe, [1903] 1 I. R 32. 

\w) Wright v. Dannah (1809), 2 Camp. 203 ; Sharman r, Brandt (1871), 
L. E. 6 Q. B. 720, Ex. Ch. Thus an auctioneer cannot sue on a memorandum 
signed by himself {Farebrother v. Simmons (1822), 6 B. & Aid. 333). But he 
can sue on a memorandum made by his clerx if the purchaser assent to 
the clerk making the memorandum {Bird y. Boulter (1833), 4 B. d; Ad. 443). 
Where the agent of the plaintiff, but not of the defendant, at the reouest of the 
defendant wrote a note of the contract in the defendant’s book, whicn the agent 
signed with his own name, it was held there was no memorandum {Oraham y. 
Musson (1839), 5 Bing. (n. 0.) 603). See also Beer v. London and Paris Hold 
Co, (1875), L. E. 20 Eq. 412, at p. 416; Mews y. Carr (1856), 1 H. & N. 484. 

(x) Henderson v. Barnewall (1827), 1 Y. & J. 387 ; Blorey, Sutton (1817), 3 
Mer. 237. Thus, a signature by an auctioneer’s clerk will not bind the yendor 
[Bell y. Balls, [1897] 1 Ch. 663 ; Oosbell y. Archer (1835), 2 Ad. & El. 500), 
unless he assents to tie derk so signing [Coles y. Trecothick (1804), 9 Vos. 
234 ; see also Dyas v. Stafford (1881), 7 L. E. Ir. 590). It is a sufficient signa- 
ture if the purchaser myes in his name and address to the auctioneer’s derk and 
stands by while the derk fills in his name and address in the memorandum as 
follows: A. B. of etc.,” the memorandum not being otherwise signed by 

the defendant [Sims y. Landray, [1894] 2 Ch. 318). And a memorandum made 
without authority may be ratified [Maclean y. Dunn (1828), 4 Bing. 722), and 
such ratification may be yerbal or by conduct [Soames y. Spencer (1822), 1 
Dow. & Ey. (K. B.) 32). 

(y^ Bird v. Boulter (1833), 4 B. & Ad. 443 ; Sims y. Landray^ suj^. 

(а) Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3), s. 4 ; this section must be mstinguidied 
from s. 1, which requires an agent for the purposes therein named to be 
appointed by writing. 

(б) Cave y. Mackenzie (1877), 46 L. J. (oh.) 564; Heard y. Pilley (1869), 4 Ch. 
App. 548. 

(d Statute of Frauds (29 Oar. 2, c. 3), s 7. 

(o) Rochefoucauld y. Bousiead^ [1897] 1 Oh. 196, 0. A. ; Heard y. Pilley, eupreu 
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SsoT. 8. by him, as required by the Statute of Frauds (e). But in equity, in 
Fonnofthe certain cases, a defendant mil not be permitted to set up the 
Contract, statute after a part performance by the plaintiff. 

^^ether the equitable doctrine of part performance of a parol 
agreement, Avhicn enables proof of it to be given notwithstanding 
the provisions of the statute, is confined to contracts for the 
sale or purchase of land, or for the acquisition of an interest in 
land, or applies to all cases in which a court of equity would 
entertain a suit for specific performance if the alleged contract had 
been in writing, is a question with regard to which there is a 
conflict of authority (/). On principle, there seems to be no 
reason why it should be confined to contracts relating to land. The 
most obvious case of part performance is where the defendant is in 
possession of land of the plaintiff under the parol agreement ; and 
the reason for the rule by which he is precluded from taking 
advantage of the want of writing is that where the defendant has 
stood by and allowed the plaintiff to fulfil his part of the contract, 
it would be fraudulent to set up the statute. But this reason 
equally applies wherever the defendant has obtained and is in 
possession of some substantial advantage under a parol agi-ee- 
ment which, if in writing, would be such as the court would 
direct to be specifically performed. It is clear that the doctrine 
is confined to contracts falling within the jurisdiction to decree 
specific performance and has no application to contracts of service 
extending over a period of more than a year (y), or to contracts of 
guarantee (k). 

784. The part performance, in order to take the case out of the 
operation of the statute, must be by the person seeking to enforce 
the parol agreement (t). 

Contracts in 785. The doctrine of part performance has been applied in many 

oonsideretion cases of parol agreements to settle land made upon consideration 

of marriage. r o r 


(e) See Boyddl y. Drummond (1809), 11 East, 142. 

(/) In McManu* y, Cooke (1887), 35 Ch. D. 681, where it was held that the 
doctrine applied to a parol agreement for the acquisition by each party of an 
easement over the other’s land, Eat, J., at p. 697, expressed the opinion that 
the principle was not confined to contracts relating to land ; and in Crowley v. 
O’Sullivan, [1900] 2 L B. 478, the principle was applied in the case of an 
agreement for a partnership for a term of years. See the observations of Lord 
CoTTENiiAM in Hammertley v. De Biel (1845), 12 Cl. & Fin. 45, 64, n. ; see also 
Lateence v. Tierney (1849), 1 Mac. & Q. 551, at p. 572. In the earlier case of 
Britainy. Boseiter (1879), 11 Q. B. D. 123, 0. A., the Oonrt of Appeal (Bbett, 
OcTTOK, and Tuzsiueb, L.JJ.) unanimoosly expressed the opinion that the 
doctrine is confined to contracts for the rale of inWests in land, and this view 
is to some extent supported by the judgments of 4he Lords in MaddUon v. 
Alderton (1883), 8 App. Cas. 467, though Lord SXLBOBinc, at p. 474, pointed out 
that that view seemed to differ from the opinion of Lora OoTTEirHiLiiC in 
Hammertleg v. De Biel, eupra. 

(y) Britain v. Boenter, eupra ; Maddieon y. Alderetm, eupra. And see title 
SpEcmo Pebpobhakob. 

(h) ITofn T. Warltere (1804), 5 East, 10. With regard to contracts for the sale 
of goods, the acts of part performance which do away with the neoeesityfox 
writing ore specified V the statnte (Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 ft 67 Viot. 
c. 71), s. 4). Bee title Salk of Goods. 

(t) Colon y. Colon (1866), 1 Oh. App. 187, per Lord Okahwobxb, L.O., at 
p. 148, considered in Dicldneon y. Barrow, [1904] 2 Oh. 839. 
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of marriage (y), and although marriage itself is not considered a Ssot.s. 
sufficient act of part performance to prevent the statutory defence Form of the 
from being set up (^), other acts of part performance, such as giving Contact 
up possession in execution of the agreement, will be sufficient (j). 

786. The doctrine of part performance, as we have seen, is based Basis of 
on the theory that it would be fraudulent in the cases to which it doctrine, 
applies to set up the statute, and it is a general principle of equity 

not to permit the Statute of Frauds to be used by a defendant to 
cover a fraudulent act where he is in the position of a trustee or 
j^uasi-trustee towards the plaintiff (1). 

(4) Executed Contract. 

787. A contract, though executed on the part of the plaintiff, witunthe 
but unexecuted on the part of the defendant, is still to be **“*“•*• 
considered as a contract within the Statute of Frauds, and the 
defendant is not precluded by the fact of execution by the plaintiff 

from setting up the want of writing in any action on the express 
contract (m). 

But if the contract has been executed by the plaintiff, and any- 
thing has been done by the* defendant upon the doing of which the 
law would imply a promise to pay, the plaintiff can recover on such 
implied promise notwithstanding the statute (n). 

Thus, where goods are sold and delivered to the defendant, or Quantum 
work is done at the request of the defendant and of which he has «»«««»<. 
had the benefit, the plaintiff can recover on a quantum meruit, 
notwithstanding that the respective contracts were within the 
statute (o). 

788. But, though a plaintiff may recover on a quantum memiit Services 
for services actually rendered under an unenforceable contract, he rendered 


(y) Surcoftie v. Pinniger (1853), 3 De O. M. & G. 571, 0. A. ; Thomson v. 
Thomson (1840), 12 CL &Fm, 61, n. ; and see Ungley v. Ungley (1877), 5 Ch. D. 
887, 0. A. ; Sharmany. Sharman {IS92\ 67 L.T. 834, C. A ; Johnstone v. Mappin 
(1891), 64 L. T. 48. See for further details, title Settlements. As to what 
constitutes part performance in the case of contracts for the sale or purchase of 
land, or for the acquisition of an interest in land, see titles Sale op Land ; 
Landlord and Tenant. 

{k) Caton V, CaUm (1866), 1 Ch. App. 137 ; Lassence y. Tierney (1849), 1 
Mac, & O. 551 ; Thynne {Lady EJ) y. Otengall {Earl) (1848), 2 H. L. Cas. 131. 

(0 Maxwell {Sir 0.) y. Mountacuie {Lady) (1719), Free. Ch. 526; Wood y. 
Midgly (1854), 5 De G. M. & G. 41, C. A.; Lincoln y. (1859), 4 De 

G. & J. 16, C. A. ; llaigh y. Kaye (1872), 7 Ch. App. 469 (in wmeh case it was 
held that the defendant was a trustee for the plaintiff) ; Be Marlborough (2>uA:e), 
Davis y. Whitehead^ [1894] 2 Ch. 133 (a similar case to Haigh y. Aoye, supra, in 
which Stirling, J., dj^med to follow Leman y. Whitley (1828), 4 Euss. 423, 
which appears to limit the principle) ; Boche/oucauld y. BousUad, [1897] 1 Clh« 
196, C. A. ; Isaacs y. Evans, ni899] W. N. 261 ; Caddick y. SJeinmore (1857), 2 
De G. & J. 52 ; and see title misrefresentation and Fraud. 

{n^ Cocking y. Ward (1845), 1 0. B. SbS,per Tindal, C.J., at p. 868 ; Kelly 
V. Webster (1852), 12 0. B. 283 ; Sanderson v. Craves (1875), L. E. 10 Exch. 234 ; 
BovdeU y. Drummond (1809), 11 East, 142. 

(n) Sanderson y. Craves, suprau See judgment of Bramwbll, B., at p. 238 
Account stated {Knowles y. JlficArf (1811), 13 East, 249 ; Laycock y. Pickles 
(1863), 33 L. J. (Q. B.) 43). 

(o) Mavor y. Payne (1825), 3 Bing, 285; Savaoe y. Canning (1867), 1 I. K. 
0. L. 434 ; Scarislrooh y. Parkinson (1869), 17 W. E. 467 ; Knowlman y. BlueiA 
(1874), L. E. 9 Exdii. 307, Ex, Oh. ; Sanderson v. Craves, supra / Palbrock y, Lam 
(1876). 1 Q. B. D. 284. 
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cannot set up an implied contract attended with the same con- 
sequences as the original contract, so as to escape the effect of the 
statute, or rely on the acts done under the unenforceable contract 
as evidence of an implied contract of service to be determined only 
by reasonable notice (p). 

Money received by the defendant on behalf of the plaintiff can be 
recovered by the latter as money received to his use, notwithstanding 
that the contract between the plaintiff and defendant is within the 
Statute of Frauds (q). 

789. Where money has been expended by the plaintiff under a 
contract which cannot be enforced owing to the Statute of Frauds, 
the statute does not preclude him from recovering the amount in 
an action for money paid at the defendant’s request (r). But money 
paid under such a contract cannot be recovered bach as upon a 
failure of consideration (s). 

790. If the contract has been executed by the plaintiff and the 
defendant admits that he owes the money under it, the plaintiff can 
recover on a claim upon an account stated (t). 

791. The fact that an agreement which could not have been 
enforced owing to the Statute of Frauds has been performed by 
the defendant, and that such performance has been accepted by the 
plaintiff in satisfaction of a debt or other obligation, may be pleaded 
by the defendant as an answer to the plaintiff's claim in an action 
to enforce such debt or obligation (a). 

(5) OontracU partly within the Statute of Fraude, 

792. Where a promise is entire, and is partly within and partly 
not within the statute, the whole contract is unenforceable unless 

requirements of the statute are complied with(&); but if the 


(j>) Therefore, where a verbal contract of service for a year has been made 
commencing from a future date, a new contract of service will not be implied 
from Ae fact that the plaintiff has entered into the service so as to entitle him 
to damages for wrongful dismissal, the former contract, although unenforceable, 
being still in existence {Britain v. Itoisiter (1879), 11 Q. B. D. 123, 0. A.). 

(a) Orijffith v. Young (1810), 12 East, 613. See p. 473, post; Qreen v. 
Baadington (1857), 7 E. & B. 503. 

(r) Knowlman v. Bluett (1874), L. E. 9 Ezidi. 307, Ex. Ch. See Qoshdl v. Archer 
(1835), 2 Ad. & El. 500. A plaintiff who pays money to a third person under a 
guarantee unenforceable on account of the Statute of Frauds can recover it 
from the defendant as money paid at his request {Alexander v. Vane (1836), 
1 M. & W. 511). See p. 465, poet. 

(«) Sweet V. Lee (1841), 8 Man. & G. 452 ; Thomas v. Brown (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 
711. 

(0 Codeing v. Ward (1845), 1 0. B. 858; Seago V. JJeane (1828), 4 Bing. 459; 
see Teal v. Atify (1820), 2 Br^ & Bing. 99. p. 489, post. 

(a) Lavery v. Turley (18601, 6 H. & N. 239. 

(5) Thomas v. Williams (1830), 10 B. 8t C. 664, where the plaintiff, a landlord, 
went on the day of the sale by the defendant, an auctioneer, to distrain for rent, 
and the defendant promised, if he would not distrain, to pay the rent due and the 
rent for the next quarter, and it was held that the whole contraet was unenforce- 
able, because the contract to pay the future rent was within the statute; 
Mechden v. Wallace (1837), 7 Ad. ft 49; Harman v. Reeve (1856), 18 0. B. 
587 ; Vaughan v. Hancock (18461, 3 0. B. 766; Falmouth (Earl) v. Thomas (1882), 
1 Cr. ft M. 89 ; Chater v. Beckett (1797), 7 Term Bep. 201 ; Savage v. Canning 
<1867). 1 1. E. 0. L. 434. * -s 
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promise is divisible, so that in effect there are two distinct agree- s. 

ments, one of which is and the other is not within the statute, the Form of the 
portion of the promise which is not within the statute may be Contract 
enforced though there is no evidence in writing (c). So where 
there is a verbal collateral agreement not contramcting the terms 
of a written agreement the fact that the written agreement is 
within the statute does not prevent the collateral agreement from 
being enforced without written evidence (d). 

Sect. 4. — Consideration. 

793. Valuable consideration is always essential to the validity Nudum 
of a simple contract, and any promise, whether verbal or written, po,etum. 
which is not under seal and is made without such consideration 
amounts merely to nudum pactum^ ex quo non oritur actio (e). In 

the case of a contract which is divisible into two parts, for only one 
of which there is valuable consideration, that part only can be 
enforced (/). 

794. Valuable consideration has been defined as some right, Definitioiu 
interest, profit, or benefit accruing to the one party, or some for- 
bearance, detriment, loss, or responsibility given, suffered, or under- 
taken by the other at his request {g). It is not necessary that the 
promisor should benefit by the consideration. It is sufficient if the 
promisee does some act from which a third person benefits, and 

which he would not have done but for the promise (fe). 

(c) Mayfield v. Wadaley (1824), 3 B. & 0. 357 ; Wood ▼, Benson (1831), 2 
Or. & J. 

{d) Ersktne v. Adeane (1873), 8 Ch. App. 766, ; De Lassalle v. Ouildford^ [1901] 

2 K. B. 215, 0. A. ; Angell y. Duke (1875), L. B. 10 Q. B. 174 ; Boston y« 

Boston, [1904] 1 K. B. 124, 0. A. 

(c) liann v. Hughes (1778), 7 Term Bep, 350, note (a), H. L., overruling Fillans 
V. Van Mieropiyi^b), 3 Burr. 1663 ; Davis v. Dodd (1812), 4 Taunt. 602 (promise 
to pay amount of lost bill of exchange) ; Williams v. Stem (1879), 6 Q. B. D. 

409, 0. A. (promise to give time for payment of instalment under bill of sale) ; 

Ilaigh V. Brooks (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 309, Ex. Ch. (guarantee for past debt). 

An apparent exception to the rule that a simple contract is not binding without 
valuable consideration is to be found in the case of the acceptance of a bill of 
exchange which is drawn in favour of a third ^rson. In that case the acceptor 
becomes liable to the third person, provided ne is a holder for value, and to 
any other person becoming a holder for value, although the acceptor did not 
receive any consideration for his acceptance. A person who signs a bill of 
exchange without consideration is, however, only liable to holders for value, and 
not to me person for whose accommodation he signed, so that it is not really an 
exception to the rule. In the case of bills of exchange and promissory notes 
valuable consideration is presumed until the contrary is proved. See title Bills 
OP ExcnANQE, PilOMISSOBY NoTES, AND NEGOTIABLE iNSTKXTHENTS, Vd. 11., 
p. 461. 

(/) Wood V. Benson (1831), 2 Or. & J. 94. 

(fl^) Currie v. Miaa (1875), L. E. 10 Exch. 153, Ex. Ch., at p. 162 ; Fleming v. 

Bank of New Zealand, [1900] A. 0. 677, P. 0., at p^. 686. And see Edgware 
Highway Board v. Harrow District Oas Co, (1874), 44 L. J. (Q. B.) 1 ; Williamson 
V. Clements (1809), 1 Taunt. 623. If the consideration is illegal or immoral, 
the contract is void ; see ShackM v. Hosier (1836), 2 Bing. (N. 0.) 634, and 
p. 391, post. 

^ {h) Bailey v. Cro/t (1812), 4 Taunt 611 fagre^ent by A. with B. in oonsidenu 
ton that C., who was not interested, would join as a party) ; Alhusen v. Ptesi 
(1861), 6 Exch. 720 (withdrawal of proceedings against A. m consideration of B. 
pmzx^ng to pay A.’s debt); Uaigh v. Brooks (1839), 10 Ad. A 309, 

Ex. Ch. (guarantee). 
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796. The conBideration must move from the promisee, that is to 
say, it must be his act, forbearance, or promise, as the case may be, 
and it must be given by him as an equivalent for the promise madf 
by the other party to the contract (i). 

796. Consideration is said to be executed when it consists in 
some act or forbearance on the part of the promisee completed at 
the time when the promise is made ; when it consists in a promise 
on his part to do or forbear from doing some act in -the future, it is 
called executory. 

797. An act or forbearance which constitutes the consideration 
for a promise must be of some value in the eye of the law, but 
need not be an adequate return for the promise (k). ^ The court 
will not inquire into the adequacy of the consideration, but will 
leave the parties to make the bargain for themselves (Q. This rule, 
generally speaking, applies in equity as well as at law(Z). A 


(t) Thomas v. Thomas (1842), 2 Q. B. 851 ; see also Evans v. IIoop^ (1875), 
1 U. B. D. 45, 0. A. ; Dashwood t. Jermyn (1879), 12 Ch. D. 776 (followed in 
Ashwell and Neshit, Ltd, v. Stanton (1900), 16 T. L. E. 399) ; Watt v. Callard 
(1908), Times, November 27 ; Oshome v. Rogers (1667), 1 Wms. 8aund. 264 ; Price 
V. Easton (1833), 4 B. & Ad. 433 ; Barry v. Barry (1891), 28 L. E. Ir, 45 ; and 
see McOrtUher v. Pitcher, [1904] 2 Ch. 306, C. A., at p. 308; Tipper v. Bicknell 
(1837), 3 Bing. (k. 0.) 710, and Wehh v. Rhodes (1837), 3 Bing. fN, a) 732. Where 
the oonsiderauon moves from two persons it is not necessary tnat both should be 
joined as plaintiffs in an action brought to enforce a promise made to one of them 
[Jones V. Robinson (1847), 1 Exch. 454). For certain exceptional oases in which 
a person who is not a party to the consideration can sue on the contract, see 
p. 342, ante, 

(k) Thomas v. Thomas, supra. The following cases may be referred to by way 
of illustration Bainhridge v. Firmstone (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 743, permission 

^ the plaintiff was held io constitute* valuable consideration for the def^- 
dant*8 promise to return the boilers in as good condition as they were in at the 
time wnen the permission was given. In Haiah v. Brooks (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 309, 
Ex. Ch., the consideration for the defendanrs promise consisted in the plaintiffs 
giving im a guarantee which was held by them. The defendant was held not to 
justinod in breaking his promise by discovering subsequently that the docu- 
ment ^ notjpossess the value which he sup^sed at the time when 1^ promise 
was given. In Smith v. Smith (18631, 13 0. B. (n. s.l 418, a promise by the 

E laintiff to give up possession of a will under which sne was a oeneficiary was 
eld sufficient consiaeration for a promissory note given by the defendant to 
secure payment of her legacy, although the validity of the will was questioned 
and an prangement was sub^uently made between all parties interested on 
the basis that the will was invalid. In Beglde v. Phosphate Sewage Co, (1875), 
L. E. 10 Q. B. 491 ; affirmed (1876) 1 Q. B. D. 679, C. A., the plaintiff agreed to pur- 
chase the exclusive right of using the defendants' patent in Berlin, mowing that 
no such right existed, but intenoing to obtain an ostensible ^ant with a view to 
the formation of a company. It was held that, as he in fact got that for 
which he was willing to part with his money, there was no failure of considera- 
tion. In Pavy v. Smith (1901), 17 T. L. E. 471, it wa»held that where a promise 
was made in consideration of the plaintiff ** revealing " particulars of a sum of 
money to which the defendant was entitled, the word ** revealing ” imported a 
disclosure of something not already known to the defendant, and tnat, the 
plaintiff not having given any information of which the defendant was not 
previously aware, the consideratiem wholly failed. A promise to pay a gambling 
debt is void for want of consideration; but an agreement on me part of the 
oreditor to forbear from posting the debtor as a defaulter is sufficient consUera- 
tion for a fresh promise to pay the amount of the debt [Hyams v. Stuart King, 
[1908] 2 £« B. 696, 0. A. ; and see Bubb v. Telverton and other oases cited m 
the notes on pp. 398 et seq», posC), 

(1) Uaighy. Brooks [1839), 10 Ad. * El. 309, Ex. Ch. ; Kearns v. Durell (1848), 
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merely nominal consideration does not, however, prevent a contract Bmr. 4. 
or settlement from being regarded as voluntary so far as third Consldera- 
persons are concerned (nt). tlon. 

798. A promise to do an act which is obviously impossibh, or impo«ibiUty. 
which has no legal effect, is no consideration (n) ; nor is a promise 
which does not involve any legal obligation (o), nor a promise to 
perform, or the actual performance of something which the promisee 
is legally bound to perform independently of ms promise (p), or is 
already under a legal obligation to^ the promisor to perform (g). 

The fact, however, that the promisee is already under a legal Existing 
liability to some third person to perform the act does not prevent obiigaOo®. 
his promise to perform it at the request of the promisor from 
constituting a valid consideration (r). An existing debt forms a 
sufficient consideration for a negotiable security given by the debtor 

6 0. B. 596; PtlMnpon ▼. 8coU (1846), 15 M. & W. 657, per AjJ)ER80N, B., at 
p. 660 ; Bolton v. Madden (1873), L. E. 9 Q. B. 55 ; Gravely v. Barnard (1874), 
li. E. 18 Eq. 518 ; Middleton v. Brown (1878), 47 L. J. (OH.) 411, 0. A. ; IlarriBon 
V. Guest (1855), 6 De O. M. & 0. 424. The inad^uacy, however, though not in any 
case a defence per ee, may be so great as to raise a presimiption of fraud or undue 
induence in cases where mere are other drcumstances indicating fraud or where 
a fiduciary relationship exists between the parties, or one is in fact under the 
infiuence of the other ; see Coles y. Trecothim (1804), 9 Yes. 234, at p. 246 ; Wood 
y. Ahrey (1818), 3 Madd. 4 1 7, at p. 423 ; and as to undue influence, see p. 357, ante. 

Inadequacy of consideration may be a ground for refusing specific performance 
where it appears that the parties did not bargain with equal knowledge of the 
facts (FolcArc y. Gray (1859), 4 Drew. 651 ; see title SPEcmo Perfokmancb). 

(m) Kelson y. Kelson (1853), 10 Hare, 385 ; Gully y. Exeter {Bishop) (1830), 

10 B. & 0. 584. See title Fraudulent and Voedable Conveyances. 

(n) Kent y. Pratt (1610), 1 Brownl. 6 ; Harvey y. Gihhons (1676), 2 Ley. 161 ; 

Kaye y. Dutton (1844), 7 Man. A O. 807. As to promises wnich are too yague 
or imcertain to form a consideration, see p. 331, ante, 

(o) Westhead y. Spronson (1861), 6 H. A N. 728 (a promise by A., at B.*s 
request, to supply such goods to 0. as he^ may require, and A. may see fit to 
supply, is no consideration for a promise by B., because it binds A. to 
nothing). 

(p) Bridge y. Cage (1605), Cro. Jac. 103; Orme y. Galloway (1854), 9 Exoh. 

544 (promise to pi^ interest on debt in respect of which interest was payable by 
law) ; Collins y. Qodefroy (1831), 1 B. A Ad. 950 (attendance of witness on 
subpoena) ; Orowhurst y. Laveraw (1852), 8 Exch. 208 (agreement by mother to 
support her illegitimate children). Compare Smith y. Roche (1859), 6 C. B. (n. 8.) 

223 ; Jennings y. Brown (1842), 9 M. A W. 496; England y. Davidson (1840), 11 
Ad. A El. 856; Neville y. Kelly (1862), 12 0. B. (n. s.) 740; Mortimore y. 

Wright (1840), 6 M. A W. 482 ; Bazeley y. Forder (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 559 ; 

Knowlman y. Bluett (1874), L. E. 9 Exch. 307 ; Seaborne y. Maddy (1840), 9 
C. A P. 497. 

{q) Dixon y. Adams (1596), Cro. Eliz. 538; StUh y. Myrick (1809), 2 Camp. 

817 \ Bayley y. Homan (1837), 3 Bing. (n. 0.) 915 (promise by lessee to repair by 
certain day no consideration for promise by lessor to forbear from suing for 
breach of covenant to repair) ; Morton v. Bum (1837), 7 Ad. A El. 19 ; Cowj^er v. 

Green (1841), 7 M. A W. 633 ; Jackson v. Cobhin (1841), 8 M. A W. 790. For 
this reason a promise by the master to pay seamen increased wages in considera- 
tion of their continuing to serve, or doing more ffian the ordinary share of work, 
when they are under a legal obligation to do so, is nudum p^um (Harris y. 

Watson (1791), 1 Peake, 102 ; Harris y. Carter (1854), 8 K A E. 659 ; Fraxer y. 

Holton (1857), 2 0. B. (n. s.) 512). Otherwise, if the seamen are justified in 
to proceed on the voyage (Hartley y. Ponsonby (1857), 7 E. A B. 

(rj King y. Sears (1835), 2 Or. M. A E. 48 ; Shadwdl v. Shadwell (1860), 9 
0. B. (N, 8.) 159; Scotson v. Pegg (1861), 6 H. A N. 295. 
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to the creditor on account of the debt, even if the security is payable 
on demand {$). 

799. But a mere motive, such as the moral obligation to repay a 
benefit already received (t), or to make provision for a mistress 
seduced by the promisor on an agreement to' sever the connection 
and live apart (u), or the desire of an executor to carry out the 
u’ishes of his testator (t), is not valuable consideration ; nor is 
natural love and affection arising from blood relationship between 
the parties (v). 

800. Forbearance to Bue, even thongh no definite time is 
allowed^ is valuable consideration for a promise, provided that the 
promisee has reasonable ground for believing that be has a good 
cause of action (u). If, however, it does not appear that there 
was any right which could be enforced either at law or in equity, 
a mere forbearance to sue does not of itself constitute a valuable 
consideration (x). 

Forbearance to sue a third person at the request of the promisor 
is a sufficient consideration for his promise (y). 


(«) Currie v. Miea (1875), L. B. 10 Exch. 153, Ex. Ch. ; afi^rmed on another 
groundnut nom, Mim v. Currie (1876), I App. Cas. 554 ; Stidt v. Fairlamh (1883), 
53 L. J. (q. b.) 47, 0. A. In such a case me negotiahlo security is oqiiivaiont to 
a conditional payment of the debt ; see p. 447, Where goods have been paid 

for by a negotiable instrument which is still running, there is valuable con- 
sideration for a subsequent agreement that the ne^tiable instrument shall be 
paid out of moneys ansing from the sale of the goo^ ( Walker v. Roelron (1842), 
9 M. W. 41 1\ It has TOen hold that the more existence of a debt is not 
consideration for the giving of a security by the debtor to secure the debt 
(Wigan Unglhh and Scottish Law Life Assurance Association^ 1 Ch. 

»1, 297). 

) Eastwood V. Kenyon (18^0), 11 Ad. & El. 438 ; Thomas v. Thomas (1842), 

, B. 851 ; Wigan v. En^ish and Scottish Law Life Association, supra. 


(u) Beaumont v. Reeve (1846), 8 Q. B. 483. 




\v) Holliday v. Atkinson (1826), 5 B. & 0. 501 ; Tweddle v. Atkinson (1861), 1 
B. & S. 393. Natural love and ^ection, which is sufficient to raise a use or to 
rebut thf presumption of a resulting trust or use (see title Trusts akd Trustees), 
is sometimes called ** good ” as distinguished from valuable ” consideration. 

(ta) Willaits v. Kennedy 1831), 8 Bing. 5; Crowhurst v. Laverock (1852), 8 
Exch. 208 (forbearance by mother of illegitimate children from affiliation pro- 
ceeding) ; Morion v. Bum (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 19 ; Edwards v. Baugh (1843), 11 
M. & W. 641 ; Wil^y. Elgee (1875), L. E. 10 C. P. 497 (forbearance to sue for 
doubtful claim sufficient) ; Alliance Bank v. Broom (1864), 2 Drew. & Sm. 289 ; 
Fullerton v. Provincial Bank of Ireland, [1003] A. C. 309. 

(x) Tooley v. Windham (1590), Cro. Eliz. 206; Oraham v. Johnson (1869), L. 
E. 8 Eq. 36 ; Edwards v. Baugh (1843), 11 M. & W. 641 ; Jones v. Ashhumham 
^804), 4 East, 455. See, however, Uyams v. StuarLKing, [1908] 2 K. B. 696, 
U. A., and compare Atkinson v. Bettree (1744), Willes, 482. Bee also Bihree v. 
Tripp (1846), 15 M. & W. 36 ; Llewdlyn v. Llewellyn (1845), 3 Dow. & L. 318. 
In the case of a composition entered into between a debtor and his creditors, by 
which e^ of the creators agrees to accept a smaller amount than is due in 
Mtisfaction of his claim, the consideration for each croditoris promise consists 
in the undertaking by the other creditors to forego part of tneir claims ; see 
p. 443, post. As to whether forbearance to post a man as a defaulter is a good 
consideration for a promise to p^ a gaming debt, see p. 397, post. 

ty) Mapes v. Sidney (1624), Cro. Jac. 683 ; Smith v. Algar (1830), 1 B. ft 
Ad. 603 ; Balfour y. Sea Fire Life Assurance Co. (1857), 3 0. B. (n. B.) 800 ; 
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801. A coniproraise of a disputed claim which is honestly made, Brct. 4. 
whether legal proceedings have been instituted or not, constitutes Considera- 
valuable consideration, even if the claim ultimately turns out to be tlon . 
unfounded (a). It is not necessary that the question in dispute oompromise. 
should be really doubtful. It is sufficient if the parties in good 

faith believe it to be so, though such belief is founded on a mis- 
apprehension of a clear rule of law {b). The giving up of a contin- 
gent right to the costs of proceedings which are in the discretion 
of the court is a sufficient consideration (c). Where, however, the 
plaintiff in an action knows that his claim is unfounded, but 
believes that he will succeed because of the defendant’s reluctance 
to go into the witness-box, a compromise of the claim does not 
constitute valuable consideration (d). 

802. A so-called past consideration, that is, something done by past con- 
the promisee before the promise was made, may constitute a motive sideration. 
for the promise, but is not a real consideration {e). There are, 
however, certoein exceptional cases in which a promise is held to be 
binding although the consideration for it is a benefit which was 
received by the promisor before the promise was made. Thus, a 
person who is protected from liability on his promise by some 
provision of the common law or statute which is meant for his 
advantage, such, for instance, as the Statute of Limitations, may 

waive the benefit of that protection and render himself liable by 
making a fresh promise, although he receives no new consideration 
for it if). 


Oldtrshaw v. King (1857), 2 H. & N. 617, Ex. Ch. ; Coles v. Pack (1869), L. B, 

5 0. P. G5; Alhtisen v. Prest (1851), 6 Exch. 720; Uarris v. Venables (1872), 
41 L. J. (EX.) 180; Crears v. Hunter (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 341, C. A. 

(a) Wade v. Simeon (1846), 2 C. B. 548 ; Crowiher v. Farter (1850), 15 Q. B. 
677; Cook v. Wright (1861), 1 B. & S. 659; Callisher v. Bischoffsheim [\S10\ 
L. R. 5 Q. B. 449 ; Ock/ord v. Darelli (1871), 20 W. II. 116; Miles v. New 
Zealand Alford Estate Co, (1886), 32 Ch. D. 266, C. A.; Kingsford v. Oxenden 
(1891), 55 J. P. 789, 0. A.; IJoUworthy Urban District Council v. Holsworthy 
\urai District Council^ [1^^7] 2 Ch. 62. 

(h) Lucy's Case (1853), 4 De O. M. & G. 350, 0, A. 

(c) Dracewell v. Williams (1866), L. R. 2 0. P. 196. 

(a) Be Blythe^ Ex parte Banner (1881), 17 Ch. D. 480, 0. A. And see Edwards 
. Baugh (1843), 11 M. & W. Wl. 

(c) Lampleigh v. Braihwait (1615), Hob. 105 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 141 ; 
Boscorla v. Thomas (1842), 3 Q. B. 234 ; Eastwood v. Kenyon (1840), 11 Ad. & 
El. 438 ; Wigan v. English and Scottish Law Life Association^ [^909] 1 Ch. 291 
(oxistinp' debt not valuable consideration for assignment of lifo policy). Com- 
pare Littlefield v. Shee (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 811. 

(/) Wennall v. Adney (1^S02), 3 Bos. & P. 247, note (a); Earle v. Oliver (1848), 
2 Exch. 71, per Pauke, B., at p. 00 ; Latouche v. Latouche (1865), 3 H. & (j. 
576. Thus, a man'ied woman, who hod made a promise which in the then 
state of the law was not enforceable against her owing to her incapacity to 
contract, was held liable on a subsequent promise to the same effect made after 
she had become a widow {Lee v. Muggeridge (1813), 5 Taunt. 36). A person who 
gave bills by way of security for money borrowea at usurious interest at a tim« 
when the usury laws were in force, and renewed the bills after the repeal of 
those laws, was hold liable on the bills although he received no fresh considera- 
tion for renewing them (Flight v. Bced (186^, 1 H. & 0. 703). This doctrine 
has no longer any application in the case of a promise made by a bankrupt who 
has obtained his discharge to pay a debt from which he has been released by 
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Wbere services have been rendered bj one person to another at 
his request, a subseqnent promise to pay for the services can be 
enforced (< 7 ). This is, perhaps, not a real exception to the rule 
stated above, for in such a case there may be an implied 
promise to pay for the service, and the sabse(^aent express 
promise may be treated either as an admission which evidences, 
or as a positive bargain which fixes, the amount of that reasonable 
remuneration on the faith of which the service was originally 
rendered (h). 

In certain cases it has been held that where a pauper resides in 
a parish other than the place of his legal settlement, the poor law 
authority of the latter place, who are under a legal obligation to pro- 
vide such medical attendance as he may require, are liable to recoup 
to the poor law authority of the parish in which he resides the 
expense of medical attendance voluntarily provided by them for the 
pauper (i), even if there was no subsequent promise by the first- 
named authority to repay such expense (k). Here again the 
liability rests upon a request to provide the necessary attendance 
and a promise to pay for such attendance, both of which are to be 
implied from the conduct of the parties (t). 

803. Marriage is a valuable consideration sufficient to support 
not only ante-nuptial promises by the parties thereto, but also by 
third persons (in). In the case of contracts to marry, tbe promise 


proceedings in banlxaptcy. An order of discharge releases the bankrupt from 
all debts provable in bankruptcy with certain specified exceptions (Bankruptcy 
Act, 1683 (46 & 47 Yict. c. 62), s. 30) ; and a promise to pay a debt which has 
been released by the discharge is not binding on the bankrupt unless it is made 
for new consideration {Heathtr v. Wthh (1876), 2 0. P. D. 1 ; Jakeman v. Cook 
(1878), 4 £x. D. 26 ; Ae Anirewo, Ex parte Parrow(1881), 18 Oh. D. 464, 0. A.). 
A debt which has l^n discharge under a deed of composition is not a good 
consideration for a promissory note which is subsequently given to secure pay- 
ment of the debt (its Hall, Ex parte Hall (1836), 1 Deac. 171). See title Bakk* 
BT7FTCT AND IvsoLVEMOT, YoL 11., p. 269. ^ A ratification by a person of full 
age of a voidable contract made by him during infancy was formerly binding, 
but is now rendered ineffective by the Infants Belief Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict. 
c. 62), s. 2 ; and a negotiable instrumont given after majority in resj^t of 
a loan during infancy u void, even as against a holder in due course (^tting 
and Loons (Infants) Act, 1892 (66 Yict. c. 4), s. 6 ). See title Iitfaitts abd 
C uiLDREir. 

(y) Lampleigh v. BrathwaU (1616), Hob. 106 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11 th ed., 141 ; 
Bradford v. Jtouleton (1868), 8 1. 0. L. B. 468. 

(A) Kennedy v. Broun (1863), 13 0. B. (K. s.) 677, at p. 740 ; Wilkineon v. 
Oliveira (1835), 1 Bing. (k. o.) 490; Re Caeey'e Patenie, Bteivart v. Caeey, 
[1892^ 1 Ch. 104, C. A., j>er Bowsir, L.J., at p. 116. Several of the older cases 
on this subject were deinded upon the ground that a moral obligation forms 
sufficient consideration for a promise. This doctrine, 48 has been already pointed 
out, is no longer roeognisea by English law, but the decisions in the cases to 
whidi reference is made may be supported upon tbe ground which is stated in 
the text. 

(*) Watson V. Turner (1767), Bi^er, Nisi Prius, p. 147 ; Wing ▼. MSI (1817), 
IB.&Ald.l04. See tiUe Poob*Law. 

(k) Paynter v. Williams (1833), 1 Or. ft M. 810. 

ll) Ihtd. 

m) ShadweR v. Shadwdl (1660), 9 0. B. (w. 8 .) 169 ; Zuders r, Anstey (1799), 
4 Yes. 601. But a post-nuptial i^;reement or settlement is regarded as volon- 
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by each to marry the other is sufficient valuable consideration for 
the promise by the other <n). 

804. Where a person has in his custody money belonging to 
another, and is instructed by the owner of the money to hold it as 
the money of a third person, he becomes liable to the third person 
for the money as soon as he notifies to the third person that the 
money is held on his behalf. In this case the person holding the 
mone^ holds it as agent for the third person, and the consideration 
for his promise is the receipt of the money from the original 
debtor (o). 

805. In the case of a gratuitous bailment of goods, the fact that 
the owner has parted with possession of the goods is sufficient con- 
sideration for a promise by the bailee to take reasonable care of 
the goods or to perform services in relation to them (p). 

806. A person who promises to perform services for another 
without valuable consideration incurs no liability for a refusal or 
failure to perform the services (q) ; but if be does perform them, 
he is bound to exercise reasonable care, the intrusting him with 
the performance being sufficient consideration for such an under- 
taking ; and if he causes damage by his negligence, the fact that he 
is not remunerated for the services does not protect him from 
liability (r). 


tary in the absence of consideration other than the marriage {Butterfield y. 
Heath (1852), 15 Beay. 408; Shurmur y. Sedgwick (1883), 24 Oh. D. 597). As 
to who are considered paraes to the yaluahle consideration in the case of 
marriage settlements, ana for a detailed treatment of the subject generally, see 
title Settixuents. 

(«) See title Httsbakd ahd Wife. 

(o) Lilly y. Ilaye (1836), 5 Ad. & El. 548 ; Qriffin y. Wecdherhy (1868), L. R. 
3 (a B. 753 ; Oow/ooi y. Oumey (1832), 9 Bing. 372 ; Walker y. Roetron (1842), 
9 M. & W. 411 ; Noble y. National Diecomt Co. (1860), 5 H. & N. 225 ; Hamilton 
y. Spottimmde (1849), 4 Each. 200. 

(p) Hart y. Milet (1858), 4 0. B. (n. s.) 371. See title Baiuisnt, Yol. L, 
p. 526. 

( 2 ) Cogge y. Bernard (1703), 2 Ld. Raym. 909; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 173; 
Eltee y. Uahcard (1793), 5 Term Rep. 143 ; BaJ/e y. West (1853), 13 0. B. 466; 
and see per Wru.ES, J., in Skdton y. London and North Weitem Atil. Co. (1867). 

L. R. 2 0. P. 631, at p. 636. 

(r) M^att y. J^teman (1869), L. R. 3 P. 0. 115 ; Wilson y. Brett (1843), 11 

M. & WVllS ; Beal y. South Devon Rail. Co. (1864), 3 H. & C. 337, Ex. Ch. , 
Shidls y. Blackbume (1789X 1 Hy. BL 159; IVhRehead y. Greetham (1825), 
2 Bing. 464, Ex. Ch. ; Oiblin y. McMullen (1869), L. R. 2 P. 0. 317 ; Wilkineon 
y. Coverdale (1793), 1 Esp. 75 ; Doorman y. Jenkins (1834), 2 Ad. db El. 256 ; 
Dartnall y. Howard (1825), 4 B. & 0. 345; Donaldson y. Haldane (1840), 7 OL 
& Fin. 762, n. L. See also titlo Bahjcbnt, YoL L, p. 531. 
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Part IV. — Void and Illegal Contracts. 

Bboi. 1. — In General. 

807. There are several classes of contracts which, though perfect 
in point of form, cannot be enforced at law (s). Contracts which 
are expressly prohibited by statute form one of these classes. 
Another class consists of contracts which are illegal at common 
law, as involving the commission of a crime or tort, and a third 
class consists of contracts which are unlawful as being contrary to 
public policy, such as contracts conducing to sexual immorality. A 
fourth class consists of contracts which are not actually unlawful, 
but merely void, either by statute, such as gaming and wagering 
contracts, or on grounds of public policy, such as contracts in 
general restraint of trade (t). The term “ unlawful ” or “ illegal ” 
is not uncommonly applied to all of these classes of contracts, but 
is more accurately confined to contracts falling within the first 
three divisions (a). 

If the illegality of a transaction is brought to the notice of the 
court and the person invoking the aid of the court is himself 
implicated in the illegality, the court will not assist him, even if 
the defendant has not pleaded the illegality and does not wish to 
raise that objection (b). 

Contracts which belong to any of these classes aro void and 
have no legal effect, but the distinction between contcacts which 
are illegal in the sense that they are contrary to law and contracts 
which are void, hut not unlawful, is of importance in relation to 
collateral agreements. Thus, a security which is given for the pay- 
ment of a debt arising out of a contract which is contrary to law is 
tainted with the illegality of the original transaction and cannot be 
enforced ; but if the contract is merely void a security for payment 
of a debt arising out of it is in the position of an agreement made 
without consideration, and if it is made under seal can be 
enforced (c). 


(«) Ab to contracts which are either void or voidable on the ground of want of 
capacity, see p. 341, ante; as to contracts which are voidable on the ground 
of duress, undue indueuce, fraud etc., see pp. 356 et setj., ante ; and as to contracts 
which are unenforceable owing to the want of written evidence, see p. 361, 
ante. 

(t) Mitchell V. Iteynolde (1711), 1 F. Wms. 181 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 400; 
lie Missouri Steamship Co. (1889), 42 Ch. D. 321, G. A., per Fbt, L.J., at 
p. 342 ; Hijams v. Stuart King, [1908] 2 K. B. 696, C. A., per Fabweix, L. J., 
at p. 725. 

(а) Mogul Steamship Co. v. McQregor, Oow & Co., [1892] A. 0. 25, per Lord 
IIaxsbout, L.O., at p. 30, and per Lord Bbavweix, at p. 46. 

(б) SoAt V. Droum, Dnering, McNah A Co., [1892] 2 Q. B. 724, 0. A. ; Oedge 

V. Royal Exchange Assurance Corporation, [1900] 2 Q. B. 214 ; Exchange 

Assurance Corjmatum v. Sjo/orsakrings Aktiebofaget Vega, [1M2] 2 K. B. 384, 
C. A. This principlo has recently been extended to a contract which is merely 
void under the Gaming Acts (Ltickett v. IFood (1008), 24 T. L. B. 617 ; and see 
Thomas v. Dty (1906), 24 T. L. jR. 272 ; Connolly v. Consumers' Cordage Co. (1003), 
89 L. T. 347, P. C.). 

(e) See p. 410, poet. 
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808 . There is another class of so-called contracts consisting 
of agreements which, although not unlawful, are void as being 
ultra vire$. The principle applies to all incorporated bodies, and 
is based on the rule that a body of persons incorporated for certain 
purposes has no existence in law except for those purposes. It 
follows that^ an^ agreement of a corporation or incorporated 
company which is not within the scope of, nor ordinarily incidental 
to, the objects specified by the charter, statute, memorandum of 
association, or other instrument of incorporation, is void, even if it 
is assented to or ratified by every member of the corporation or 
company (d). 


Sboi. 2 . — Nature oj Illegality. 

# 

809 . A contract is illegal 'where the subject-matter of the 
promise is illegal, or where the consideration or any part of it is 
illegd {e). A contract which is on the face of it perfectly legal may 
yet be an illegal contract, if the purpose for which it is made is 
ulegal — for instance, where it forms part of a transaction the object 
of which is illegal (/). Thus, money lent for an illegal pur- 
pose cannot be recovered back after such purpose has been 
wholly or partially carried out(^), and no action lies to recover 
money paid at the request of another in pursuance of an illegal 
purpose (A). 


{d) See Hawkei v. Eaitem CouniieB Bail, Co, (1855), 5 H. L. Gas. 331 ; 
Ashbury Railway Carriage and Iron Co, v. Riche (187^, L. E. 7 H. L. 653, 
For a detailed treatment of this subject, see titles Compaioes, YoL Y. ; 
COBPORATIONS. 

(e) Herman v. Jeuchner (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 561, G. A. per Bbext, M.B., at 
p. 563. 

(/} For instance, the sale of goods for the purpose of their being 
smuggled (E^ 5 ^« v. Lawrence (1789), 3 Term Eep. 454; Clugas v. Fenaluna 
(1791), 4 Term Eep. 466; Lightfoot v. Tenant (1796), 1 Bos. & P. 551); the 
sale of drugs for use in brewing beer in contravention of an Act of Parlia- 
ment {Langton v. Hughes (181^, 1 M. & S. 593); the letting of lodgings 
for immoral purposes (Oirardy v. Richardson (1793), 1 Esp. 13 ; Jennings v. 
Throgmorton (1825), Ey. & M. 251 ; ApMon v. Campbell (1826), 2 G. & R 
347 ; Smith v. White (1866), L. E. 1 Eq. 6261 ; the letting of rooms for 
blasphemous lectures {Cowan v. Milbaum (1867), L. E. 2 Exch. 230 ; the 
delivery of goods for a fraudulent purpose (Taylor v. Bowers (1875), 1 Q. B. D. 
291) ; recovery of property held under illegal trust (Symes v. Hughes (1869), 
L. E. 9 475). Pot instances of contracts for the insurance of an Uleg^ 

risk, see title Insurance. 

((/) Cannon v. Bryce (1819), 3 B. A Aid. 179 ; M*KinntU v. Robinson (1838), 
3 M. & W. 434 ; Foot v. Baker (1843), 5 Man. & G. 335. ^ fdso CoUins v. 
Blantem (1767), 2 Wils. 341, 1 Smith, L. G., 11th ed., 368 ; Kearley v. Thompson 
(1890), 24 Q. B. D. 742, G. A., and cases there cited. 

(A) Ex parte Mather (1797), 3 Yes. 373 ; Amory v. Meryweodher (1824), 2 
B. & G. 573 ; De Begnis v. ArTnistead (1833), 10 Bing. 107 ; Re Farher (1882), 21 
Gh. D. 408, G. A. This does not apply to a payment made at the request of 
another under a contract which is void but notillegal, such as a wager. Money 

E aid at the request of another in discharge of a gaming debt could be recovered 
efore the Gaming Act, 1892 (56 Yict. o. 9) {Jessopp v. Lutwyche (1854), 10!^(^. 
614 ; Knight v. wmbers (1855), 15 0. B. 562 ; hmwame v. Billing (1863), 15 
0. B. (n. s.) 316). Premiums paid in re^ct of wagering insurance policies 
cannot be recovered {Howard v. B^uge Friendly Society (1886), 54 L. T, 644) 
See title Gaming AND Waoerino. 

H.L.— va . Q 
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810. A peirson orho supplies goods or lets premiseB knowing that 
they are to be used for an illegal purpose cannot recover the price 
or the rent, even though he takes no part in the unlawful trans- 
action (t) and there is no stipulation that payment shall be made 
out of the proceeds of the illegal acts (k). 

811. A contract to do a thing which cannot be performed 
without a violation of the law is void, whether the parties knew the 
law or not ; but in order to avoid a contract which can be legally 
performed on the ground that there was an intention to perform it 
in an illegal manner, it is necessary to show that there was the 
intention to break the law (Q. The law presumes against illegality 
in such cases (m). 

812. Where a person has entered into a contract to let rooms in 
ignorance of the hirer’s intention to use them for an illegal purpose, 
he is entitled to refuse to carry out the contract on subsequently 
discovering the other party’s intention (n) ; but where such a con- 
tract has been executed and possession of the premises has been 
given to the tenant, the validity of the contract is not affected by 
&e fact that the premises are used for immoral purposes, or that 
the tenant fraudulently concealed his intention to use them for 
such purposes at the time when the lease was granted (o). An 
innocent party is entitled to payment for work done under a contract 
before he became aware of the other party’s intention to make use 
of his work for an illegal purpose (p). 

Sect. 8. — Sources of Illegality. 

Sob-Sect. 1 . — ContracU void at Common Law. 

(1) Agreements to Commit a Wrongful Act, 

813. Ex turpi cauxa non oritur actio. An agreement to commit 
an unlawful act, whether it amounts to an indictable offence or not, 
is void, and an agreement which is innocent in form cannot be 


(t) Cannon r. Bryce (1619), 3 B. ft Aid. 179 ; Seymour t. London and Pro- 
viiKud Marine Insurance Co, (1872), 41 L. J. (o. P.) 193 ; Oas Light and Ccke 
Co. T. Turner (1840), 6 Bing. (ir. 0.) 324, Ex. Cb. ; Ritchie ▼. Smith (1848), 
6 G. B. 462 ; Fisher t. Bridges (1854), 3 K ft B. 642, Ex. Oh. ; Bee also Scarfs 
e. Morgan (1838), 4 M. ft W. 270. 

ih) Pearce r. Brooks (1866), L. B. 1 Exoh. 213. 

(l) Waugh T. Morris (1873), L. B. 8 Q. B. 202 ; and aee Twaites v. Ooul- 
thwaite, [1896] 1 Ch. 496. 

(m) Bennett t. Clough (1818), 1 B. ft Aid. 461 ; Sissons r. Dixon (1826), 5 
B. ft 0. 758 j Lewis ▼. Davison 0839), 4 M. ft W. 654 ; Hire Purchase Furnishing 
Co. y. Bichens (1887), 20 Q. B. 1). 387, 0. A. See also title Evidbeoe, as to 
presux^tionB. 

(n) Cowan y, Mdboum (1867), L. B. 2 Exch. 230. 

(o) Feret y. Hill (1854), 15 0. B. 207. That caae, howerer, only dedded that 
the leBBor wbb not entitled to refuae to perform &e oontraot on the ^r^ds 
Btated ; it did not deal with the question whether he was entiUed to teaeusion of 
the contract in equity. 

ip) Clay y. Tates (1856), 1 H. ft N. 78. 



Paet IV.— Void and Illegal Contraots. 


enforced if it is entered into for the purpose of carrying out or 
assisting in carrying out an illegal transaction (q). 

A contract made with the purpose of committing a fraud on a 
third person or on the public cannot be enforced (r). Where a debtor 
enters into a deed of composition with his creditors, a secret agree- 
ment, whether by the debtor or a third person, to give one of the 
creditors an additional benefit is a fraud upon the other creditors, 
because each creditor consents to lose part of his debt in con- 
sideration of the ethers doing the same, and equality among the 
creditors is an implied condition of the arrangement («). In such 
a case not only iA the creditor who has entered into the secret 
agreement with the debtor unable to enforce the stipulation for 
his benefit, but the deed remains operative against him so that 
he loses both the right to the composition and his original debt 
which has been released (t). It is immaterial that the creditor 
receiving preferential treatment guarantees payment of a specified 
composition to the other creditors if they do not consent to the 
arrangement (a). 

Similarly, any agreement made with the object of giving a 
creditor preferential treatment in the event of the bankruptcy of a 
debtor, such as an agreement for a security or for additional 
security to take effect only in case of bankruptcy (b), or the purchase 


(f) For instance, a contract for the sale of obscene prints {Foret t. Johtut 
(1802), 4 Esp. 97); a contract to print an immoral book or a libel {Poplett y. 
Stoekdale (1825), By. & M. 337; Clay v. Tates (1866), 1 H. & N. 73; Apthorp 
T. Neville S Co. (16'07), 23 T. L. B. 575) ; an ag^reement to indemnify a ^rson 
against the costs of an action brought a^nst mm in respect of a libel pumished 
by him at the defendant’s request (SAociml v. Soeier ('1836), 2 Bing. ( n . o.) 634 ; 
fTiit, Smith & Son v. Clinton (1908), 25 T. L. B. 34) ; an agreement to buy 
shares at a fictitious premium in order to induce the pubho to believe that 
there was a market for the shares at a premium {Scott v. Brown, Doerirtg, 
McNah & Co., (1892] 2 Q. B. 724, 0. A.); an agreement to assist a person in 
carrying on a business which he could not lawfully carry on because he did 
not possess the qualifications required by law {Davies y. MaJeuna (1885), 29 
Ch. D. 696, 0. A.). 

(r) Willis V. Baldwin (1780), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 450; Jackson v, DucAatre (1790), 
3 Term Bep. 561 ; Begbie y. Phosphate Sewage Co. (1875), L. B. 10 Q. B. 491, 
affirmed (1876) 1 Q. B. D. 679, 0. A. ; Taylor y. Bowers (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 291 ; 
Odessa Tramways Co. y. Mendd (1878), 8 Ch. D. 235, 0. A. ; Pott y. Marsh (1880), 
16 Ch. D. 395; ScaU y. Brown, Doering, McNah S Co., supra (rigging f^e 
market); Re Ambrose Lake Tin and Copper Mining Co., Ex parte Taylor, 
Ex parte Mott (1880), 14 Oh. D. 390, 0. A. 

(a) Cockshott y. Bennett (1788), 2 Term Bra. 763 ; Leicester y. Bote (1803), 4 
Eask 372 ; Jackman y. MiteheU (1807), 13 Ves. 581 ; Knight y. Hunt (1829), 
6 Bing. 432; Howden y. Ilaigh (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 1033; Higgins y. Pitt 
(1849), 4 Exoh. 312; Mallalieu y. Hodgson (1851), 16 Q. B. 689; Mare y. 
^nMord (1859), 1 (^. 288 ; Dauglith y. Tenneni (1866), L. B. 2 Q. B. 49 ; 
McKewan y. Sanderson (1870, L. B. 20 Eq. 65 ; ns Milner, Ex parte Milner 
(1885), 16 Q. B. D. 605, (j. A.; Be Andreiot, Ex parte Barrow (1881), 18 
Oh. D. 464, 0. A. ; and see Be Griffith, Ex parte Official Beceiver (1897), 66 L. J. 
(Q. B.) 763. 

(t) Be Cross (1848), 4 De Q. & Sm. 364, n. ; Re Hodgson, Ex parte Oliver 
1851), 4 De G. & Sm. 354 ; Be Harvey, Ex parte PhiUipt (1888), 36 W. B. ; 
"s Myers, Ex parte Myers, [1908] 1 K. B. 941. 

(o) Staines y. Waimoright (1839), 6 Bing. (u. a) 174. 

{b) Be Jeavont, Ex parte Mackay, Ex parte John Brown dt Co. (1873), 42 L. J. 
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of bills at an undervalue from a person who is known to be con* 
templating bankrnptoj(c), or the agreement bj which the assets of 
a member of the Stock Exchange upon being declared a defaulter 
vest in the ofiScial assignee for the exclusive benefit of the Stock 
Exchange creditors (<f), is void as a fraud on the bankruptcy 
laws (e). 


(2) AgremenU contrary to Public Pvlxey. 

814. Any agreement which tends to be injurious to the public 
or against the public good is void as being contrary to public 
policy (/). The (question whether a particular agreement is con- 
trary to public policy is a question of law. It has been said, however, 
that this branch of the law should not be extended, for judges are 
more to be trusted as interpreters of the law than as expounders 
of what is called public policy (p). The determination of 
what is contrary to the so-called policy of the law necessarily 
varies from time to time. Many transactions are upheld now 
which in a former generation would have been avoided as contrary 
to the supposed policy of the law. The rule remains, but its 
application varies with the principles which for the time being 
guide public opinion Qi). 

815. It is contrary to public policy that anyone should be 
allowed to benefit by his own crimmal act, and the courts will not 
enforce rights directly resulting to the person asserting them from 
the crime of that person (t). 

816. An agreement which tends to interfere with the free and 
proper exercise of the franchise, or corruptly to influence the action 
of members of the legislature, is unenforceable as being contrary to 


(bct.), 68, C. A. ; Re Thompton, Ex parte WUliame (1877), 7 Ch. D. 138, 0. A. 
On this principle a clause in a building contract providing for the forfeiture of 
materials to the owner in the event oi the bankruptcy of the builder was held 
void {Re Harriean, Ex parte Jay (1880), 14 Ch. D. 19, 0. A. ; ooumareAs Oarrud, 
Ex parte Newitt (ISSl), 16 Ch. D. 622, C. A.; and see title BuilJ>lNa OoN- 
TBAOTS ETC., Yol. IQ., p. 163). 

(c) Jones V. Oordon (1877), 2 App. Cas. 616. 

(d) TomUru v. Baffery (1877), 3 App. Cas. 213. 

(e) See also Re Myers, Ex parte Myers, [1908] 1 E. B. 941 ; and title 
Bakebuftot Am) Insolvxnot, Yol. U., pp. 279 et seq. 

(/) Egerton v. Browtdow (EaH.) (1863), 4 H. L. Cas. 1, per Lord Trubo, at 
p. 196; see also Ifilton v. Eacersley (1866;, 6 E. & B. 47, 06; Janson v. Dris- 
funtein Mints, [1902] A. 0. 484. 

(17) Mogvi Steamship Oo. v. McOregor, Goto A Co., [1892] A. 0. 26, per Lord 
Bbahweix, at p. 46. The doctrine of public poUoy is regarded nowadays as 
one rather for the legulature than the courts, although ue courts wiU not 
shrink from acting on it if the contract sought to be enforced leads toimmorality 
or crime” (per Fabwell, LJ., in Myams v. BtuaH Kihg, [1908] 2 KB. 696, 
0. A., at p. 727 ; see also at pp. 710, 71Q. 

(h) Evanturel v. Evanturd (1874), L. K 6 P. 0. 1, at p. 29. Market rigging 
oontracts are illegal (Scott v. Brmm, [1892] 2 ^ B. 724). 

(i) Amicable Society v. BoUand (1830), 4 Bli. (w. s.) 194, H. L. ; (Reaver V. 
Mutual Beservs Fund lAfs Association, [1892] 1 Q. B. 147, 0. A. 
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public policy (k) ; but where a person is entitled to give his votes 
as he pleases, in a matter not affecting the interests of the public, 
as in the case of a subscriber to a charity, there is nothing con- 
trary to public policy in a bargain between two subscribers to vote 
for particular candidates (1). 

817. A disposition of property which is made subject to a con- 
dition that the beneficiary should obtain a title of honour for which 
he might be unfit is void as being mischievous to the community 
at large {m). 

818. A public office is deemed to be a place of public trust, and, 
even apart from statute (n), a contract for the sale or resignation 
of such an office is contrary to public policy and cannot be 
enforced (o). The sale of a recommendation to a public office, 
or an agreement by a person for pecuniary reward to use his 
influence in order to obtain such an office for another, is void on 
the same ground (p). An assignment of or charge on the salary or 
emoluments of such an office is also void, for the presumption is that 
these are required for the purpose of upholding the dignity of the 
office and enabling the holder of it to perform his duties in a proper 
manner (q). This principle, however, applies only where the office 
is in some way connected with the public service and the salary is 
paid out of national funds, and not out of local rates (r), and it has 
no application in cases where the office is a sinecure or the duties 
attached to it have ceased («). 

On the same principle the assignment or charging of a pension 


(&) Allen T. Hearn (1785), 1 Term Eep. 86 ; Coppock v. Bower (1838), 4 M. & W. 
361; Ilowden (Lor<£) v. Simpson (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 793, Ex. Cn., afBnned 
(1842), 9 CL & Pin. 61, H. L. ; Shrewsbury {Earl) v. North Staffordshire Bail. Go. 
0865), L. E. 1 Eq. 893 ; Cooper v. Slade (1858), 6 H. L. Caa 746 ; Wallis ▼. 
Portland {Duke) (1 <98), 8 Bro. Farl. Cos. 161 ; Osborne v. Amalgamated Society 
of Bail way Servants (lte8), 25 T. L. E 107, 0. A. 

{1) Bolton V. Madden (1873), L. E. 9 Q. B. 85. 

(m) Egerton v. Brownlow {Earl) (1853), 4 H. L. Cas. 1. 

(n) Sale of Offices Acts, 1851 and 1809 (5 & 6 Edvr. 6, c. 16; 49 Gleo. 3, o. 126). 
See B. V. Charretie (1849), 13 Q. B. 447 ; Layng v. Paine (1748), Willes, 871 : 
Oodolphin t. Tudor (1705), 2 Salk. 468. 

(o) Co. Litt. 234 a ; IJaniiigton v. Du-Ohatel (1781), 1 Bro. 0. 0.124; Oarforth 
T. Eearon (1787), 1 Hy. Bl. 327 ; Parsons v. Thompson (1790), 1 Hy. Bl. 322 ; 
Blarh/ord v. Preston (1 799), 8 Term Eep. 89 ; Card v. Hope (1824), 2 B. & 0. 661 ; 
Bichardson v. Mellish (1824), 2 Bing. 229 ; Waldo v. Martin (1825), 4 B. & 0. 
319; Hopkins y. Prescott {\%A1), A 0. B. 878; Orame v. Wroughton (1855), 11 
Ezcffi. 146 ; Eyrev. Forbes (^1862), 12 0. B. (w. 8.) 191. 

(p) Hartwdl v. HartweU (1799), 4 Ves. 810; Hughes v. Statham (1828), 
4 B. A 0. 187 ; Savill Brothers v. hangman (1898), 79 L. T. 44, 0. A. ; and 
see Arkwright ▼. Cantrell '1837), 7 Ad. & El. 868. 

(j) Collyer v. Fallon (1828), !^n. & R. 489 ; Methwold t. Walbatde (1781), 2 
Ves. Sen. 238; Flarty ▼. Odium (1790), 8 Term Eep. 681 ; Barwidt v. Beade 
(1791), 1 Hy. Bl. 627 ; Lidderdale v. Montrose {Duke) (1791), 4 Term Eep. 248 ; 
Pcdmer v. Bate (1821), 2 Brod. & Bing. 673; Wells t. Foster (1841), 8 M. ft W. 
149 ; Liverpool Corporation v. Wright (1859), 28 L. J. (on.) 868 ; Apthorpe t, 
Aplhorpe (1887), 12 P. D. 192, 0. A.; McCreery y. Bennett, [1904] 2 1. IL 
69. 


(r) RsMirams, [1891] 1 Q. B. 894. 

(«) Qrtnfdl r. frindsor {Dean and Canons) (1840), 2 Bear. 814. 
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^ven for the support of a peerage or other dignity is void as being 
contrary to public policy (<)• 

819. A contract entered into between a master and his servant 
by which the latter agrees to waive the breach by the master of an 
obligation imposed upon him by statute for the protection of his 
servants in the course of their employment is contra^ to public 
policy (a) ; but an agreement by which a workman gives up his 
right to compensation under the Employers Liability Act, 1880 (b), 
in consideration of his employer’s subscribing to a fund from 
which the workman is entitled to receive compensation in case of 
injury is not contrary to public policy. 

820. An agreement which provides for a separation to take 
place between husband and wife at some future time is void as con- 
trary to public policy (c) ; but where the parties have determined to 
separate at once, the terms on which the separation is to take place 
may form the subject of an agreement between them (d). A covenant 
not to sue for restitution of conjugal rights is commonly inserted in 
such agreements, and is not illegal or contrary to public policy (e), 
nor does the absence of a dum casta clause invalidate a covenant by 
the husband to pay an annuity to the wife(/). 

821. A father cannot bind himself by contract to abandon the 
right to control the religious education of his children, since such 
right is given to him not for his own benefit, but for that of the 
children (g) ; nor can the mother, of an illegitimate child divest herself 


(<) Davis T. Marlborough (Duke) n818), 1 Swan. 74. As to simoniacal 
contracts, see title Ecclesiastioal Law ; and as to usury, see title Monet 
AND Monet Lendino. 

(a) Badddey v. Oranville (Earl) (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 423, per WlIXS, J. 

(b) 43 & 44 Viet. c. 42 ; Gnjuhs v. Dudley (Earl) (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 857. 
An agreement by which a workman gives up his right to compensation for 
injuries under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 6^, is 
avoided by s. 3 of that Act except in the case of a scheme certified by 
the Begistxar of Friendly Societies. See p. 405, post, and title IdASTEB AND 
Servant. 

c) Uindley t« Westmeath (Marquis) (1827), 6 B. & 0. 200; Cocksedge v. 
Cocksedge (1844), 14 Sim. 244; Westmeath (Marquis) v. Salisbury (Marquis) 
(^1831), 5 BU. (N. 8.) 339, H. L. ; Wilson v. Wilson (1848), 1 H. £. Cas. 638 ; 
Vansittart v. Vansittart (185^, 4 K. & J. 62, per Turner, L.J. ; Cartwright v. 
CaHwright (1863), 3 De G. U. & O. 982, 0. A. ; IL v. W. (1867), 3 K. & J; 382. 
See title Husband and Wife. 

(d) Jee v. Thurlaw (1824), 2 B. ft 0. 641 ; Jones v. Waite (1842), 9 01. ft Fin. 
101, H. L. ; Hunt v. aunt (1862), 4 De G. F. ft <L 221 ; Desant v. Wood (1879), 
12 Ch. D. 606; Wilson v. Muwett (1S33), 3 B. ft Ad. 743; Randle v. Ooidd 
(1857), 8 E. ft B. 457. See title Husb.vnd and Wife. 

(c) Marshall v. Marshall (1879), 6 P. D. 19 ; Clark v. Clark (1885), 10 P. D. 
188, 0. A.; Aldridge v. Aldridge (1888), 13 P. D« 2i0. See Royle v. Rotfle^ 
[1909] P. 24, where an agreement not to take proceedings for separation, 
mvorce, or maintenance was held bad. 

(/) Kendall v. Webster (1862), 1 H. ft 0. 400; Fearon v. Aylesford (Earl) 
(1884), 14 Q. B. D. 792, 0. A. ; Sweet v. Sioeet, [1896] 1 Q. B. 12; JVasteneys v. 
Wasteneys, [1900] A. 0. 446. 

(g) Andrews v. Balt (1873), 8 Oh. App. 622 ; Re Agar-Ellis^ Agar-EUis r. 
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by contract of the obligations which are imposed on her by law in 
respect of the child (7t). 

822. A contract which is in general restraint of marriage is 
unenforceable (i) ; but thw rule does not apply where the restriction 
is only against marriage with a particular person or limited class of 
persons (f), nor where the restraint relates to a second marriage 
whether of a man or of a woman (k). 

828. Marriage brokage contracts, that is to say, contracts for 
the payment of money in consideration of procuring a marriage, 
are illegal (Z), whether the contract is to procure a marriage with a 
particular individual or with one out of a class of persons, or to pro- 
cure a marriage generally with any person who may be considered 
suitable. In either case the evil consists in the introduction of a 
money payment into that which should be free from any such 
taint (m). 

A contract under which a parent or guardian acquires a personal 
benefit which is given in order to induce him to consent to the 
marriage of his child or ward, or to withdraw his opposition, is 
void for similar reasons («). 

824. Contracts by way of gaming or wagering are made void by 
statute, and no action can be brought to recover any sum of money 
alleged to be won upon a wager (o); but such contracts are not 
illegal, and a^ promise made by the loser of a wager to pay the 
amount lost* in consideration of the winner’s forbearance to post 
him as a defaulter can be enforced as a new contract which is 


Laacdlea (1878), 10 Ch. D. 49, C. A. ; Vansitiart v. Vansittart (1858), 4 K. & 
J. 62; Wairmd v. Walrond (1858), Johns. 18; but see Swi/t r. Swift (1865), 
34 L. J. ^n.) 394. Tho father, however, may agree in a separation deed to 
give up tho custody or control of his infant children to tho mother, but such 
such agreement will not be enforced if the court is of opinion that it will not be 
for the benefit of the infants to give effect to it (Custody of Infants Act, 1873 
( 36 & 37 Vict. 0 . 12), s. 2). See titles Husband and Wife ; Infants and 
Ohiidken, for a detailed treatment of this subject. 

(A) Humphry$ v. Pdak, [1901] 2 K. B. 385, 0. iu 

(») Baleer ▼. White (1690), 2 Vem. 215 ; Lowe v. Peers (1768), 4 Burr. 2225 • 
Ilariley v. Pice (1808), 10 East, 22; Bdlaire v. Bdlain (1874), L. B. 18 Eq. 510; 
Movle^ V. Bennoldeon (1843), 2 Hare, 570. A covenant not to revoke a will is 
void in so far as it applies to a revocation by marriage (Rdbituon v. Ommanneu 
(1883), 23 Oh. D. 285, 0. A.). ^ 

(/) Perrin v. Lyon (1807), 9 East, 170 (prohibition of marriage with a 
Scotsman) ; Jenner v. Turner (1880), 16 Ch. D. 188 (marriage with a domestic 
servant). 

(A) AWon V. Mareden (1862), 31 L. J. (cn.) 690; Allen v. Jackson (1875), 1 
Oh. D. 899, 0. A. As to tme effect of conditions in partial restnunt of marriage 
see title Bbax Pboperty and Chattels Beal. ^ * 

(f) Arttndef T. Trevillian (1634), 1 Bep. Ch. 47 ; HaU y. Potter (1695), 3 Lev. 
411 ; Berthblehm ▼. Brett (1703), 4 Bro. Pari. Cas. 144 ; JSeof v. Allen (1707) 3 
Vem. 688; Cole v. Oibson (1760), 1 Yes. Sen. 603 ; King v. Burr (181o\ 8 Mer. 


m) Hermann v. Charleeworth, [1906] 2 K B. 128, 0. A, 

n) Hamilton {Duke) v. Mohun\Lori) (1710), 1 P. Wins. 118. 
(c) See title Qaiuno and WAOESixa. 


897 

Sect. 8. 
Sources of 
Illegality. 

Restraint of 
marriage. 


Uarriage 

brokage. 


Gaming and 
wagering. 



898 


COMTRAOT. 


SaoT. 8. 

Sources of 
Illegality. 


Interference 
with conise 
ol justice. 


Indemnity to 
boil 


distinct from the original watering contracti and such an agreement 
is not contrary to public policy (jp). 

(3) AgremtnU Unding to pervert ih^ Coune of JubUob* 

825. Any contract which has a tendenc;|r, however slight, to 
affect the aue administration of justice is illegal (g). Thus, an 
agreement to pay money is illegal if the consideration is the for- 
bearance to take criminal proceedings against the person making 
the payment (r), and so is an agreement for the withdrawal of 
an election petition in which charges of bribery are made (s), or 
a promise for valuable consideration not to oppose a bankrupt’s 
application for discharge (t), or to stay proceedings to strike a 
solicitor off the rolls (u), or a secret agreement by a shareholder 
in a company which is being wound up to prevent or interfere 
with the disposal of the company’s assets in the manner provided 
by law (»). 

A promise to marr^ a woman if she obtains a divorce from her 
present husband by improperly concealing material facts from the 
court is contrary to public policy (p). 

826. Where a defendant in a criminal case has been ordered to 
find bail, a promise given either by him or by a third person to 
indemnify his surety against liability on his recognizances is illegal, 
because it deprives the public of the protection which the law 
affords for securing the appearance or good behaviour of the 
defendant {x). 


(p) Bubh V. Telverton (1870), L. R. 9 Eq. 471 ; lie Browne, Ex parte 
Martingdl, [1904] 2 K. B. 133; Chapman v. Franklin (1905), 21 T. L. B. 615 ; 
Ooodton V. Baker (1908), 98 L. T. 415; Qoodson v. Oriereon, [190^ 1KB. 
761, 0. A. ; Hyame v. Stuart King, [1908] 2 K B. 696, 0. A.; Hodgkins v. 
Simpson (1908), 25 T. L. B. 63. (jompare lie Comar, Ex yarte Bonald (1908), 
52 Sol. Jo. 642, 0. A. ; Ladbroke & Vo. ▼. Buckland (1908), 25 T. L. B. 55. 
Other classes of contracts which are void as being contrary to public policy 
are dealt with below under separate headings, and in other portions of 
this work. As to contracts in restraint of trade, see title Tsade akd Tsadb 
Unions ; contracts with alien enemies, title Aliens, Yol. L, pp. 310 — 312 ; 
insurance of enemies’ goods, title Insitbanob. As to agreements which are 
void on ^e ground of maintenance or champerty, see title Action, Yol. L, 
pp. 61— o5. 

(j') Egerton t. Brownlow (Earl) (1853), 4 BL L. Oas. 1, per Lord LTNnnuBST, 
atp. 163; Bound t. Orimwade (1888), 39 Ch. D. 605. 

(r) Bound t. Orimwade, supra. 

(s) Coppoek r. Bower (1838), 4 M. & W. 361. 

(<) UaU r. Dyson (1852), 17 Q. B. 785; Hills e, Milson (1853), 8 Exch. 751 : 
Kearley t. Thomson (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 742, 0.' 'A. 

(u) Kirwan t. OoMman (1841), 9 Dowl. ^0. 

(v) Elliott r. Bichardson (1870), L. E. 5 C>. P. 744. An agreement not to 
plead fraud is ba^Peareon t. Dublin Corporation, [1907] A 0. 351). 

(w) Prevost t. Wood (1905), 21 T. L. B. 684. For other examples of asreo- 
ments to interfere with course of justice, see Qipps y. Hume (1861), 81 L. J. 

r .) 37 (withdrawal of divorce proceedings) ; Brown y. Brine (1875), 1 Ex. 
5 (suppressing fact of adultery). 

(z) Herman y. Jeuehner (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 561, 0. A ; Consolidated Eaploration 
and Finance Co. y. Musgrave, [1900] 1 Oh. 87. But there is nothing unlawful 
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827. An agreement to stifle a prosecution in respect of an Sbot. s. 
offence of a public nature is against public policy and illegal, Sources of 
tecause the effect of it is to take the administration of thO law out Illegally, 
of the hands of the judges and to put it into the hands of a private gtifling 
individual to determine what is to be done in the particular case (a), prosecatioa. 
Such an agreement is none the less illegal though the prosecutor 

receives no personal benefit under it, and the effect of the com* 
promise is to secure the object for which the prosecution was 
Wught (b). 

There is, however, nothing to prevent a creditor from taking a 
security from his debtor for the payment of a debt due to him, even 
if the debtor is induced to give the security by a threat of criminal 
proceedings, so long as there is no agreement not to prosecute (c). 

Where the commission of an offence gives a right of action for 
damages to a party injured, it is competent for him to compromise 
his claim for damages in any way that he thinks fit (d) ; and in 
the case of a misdemeanour where the person injured has the 
choice between a civil and a criminal remedy, as in cases of assault 
or libel, a compromise of criminal proceedings is not contrary to 
public policy («). 

828. An agreement which ousts the jurisdiction of the courts is Reference to 
void. Where a right of action has accrued it is against the policy eri>itration. 
of the law to give effect to an agreement that such a right should 

not be enforced through the medium of the ordinary tribunals; 
but there is nothing to prevent the parties from agreeing that no 
right of action shall accrue until a third person has decided on any 
difference that may arise between them, and this may be made 
to apply not only to the question of the amount that is due, but to 
the question whether any liability has been incurred (/). An 
agreement which provides that the award of an arbitrator shall be 
final and binding, and shall not be questioned even on the ground of 


in an agreement by the next>of-kin to indemnify snretieB to an administration 
bond (blakty. Baym, [1908] A. 0. 371, P. 0.). 

(o) Collifu V. Blantern (1767), 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 869 ; Edgcombe v. Bodd 
(1804), 6 East, 294; Harding v. Cooper (1816), 1 Stark. 467; Keir y. Leeman 
(1846), 9 Q. B. 371, Ex. Ch. ; Ex parte Gritchley (1846), 3 Dow. & L. 627 ; C7ub6 
V. Hutson (1865), 18 0. B. (N. 8.) 414 ; Williams v. Bayleg (1866), L. R. 1 H. L. 
200; Brook y. Hook (1871), L. B. 6 Exch. 89; Rawlings y. CoaX Consumer^ 
Assoctation (1874), 43 L. J. (n. 0.) Ill ; Re Campbell, Ex parte Wolverhampton 
Banking Co. (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 32 ; Jones y. Merionethshire Permanent Beneju 
Building Society, [1892] 1 Oh. 173, 0. A. 

(5) WindhUl Local Board of Health y. Ftn< (1890), 46 Oh. D. 351, 0. A. (com. 
promise of indictment for non-repair of highway). 

(c) Ward y. Lhyd (1843), 6 Man. & G. 785 ; Be Mapleback, Ex parte CcddecM 
(1876), 4 Oh. D. 160, 0. A. ; Flower y. Sadler (1882), 10 Q. B. D. 672, 0. A. 

(d) Beeley y. Wingfidd (1809), 11 East, 46 ; Baker y. Townsend (1817), 7 Taunt. 
422 ; Elwmdhy y. Bird (1823), 2 Sim. & St. 872 ; Keir y. Leeman, supra. 

W Fisher k Co. y. Apollinaris Co. (1876), 10 Oh. App. 297. Otherwise if the 
assault is coupled with s'‘riot and the obstruction of a police officer {Keir v. 
Leeman, supra). 

{/) SoM y. A very (1866), 6 H. L. Oas. 811 ; Trainer y. Phoenix Fire Assurance 
Co. (1891), 66 L. T. 826. See title Akbiteation. Vol. I., at p. 446. and A tber 
coses there cited. 
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fi'and on the part of the arbitrator, is not contrary to pnblie 
policy ( 5 ^). 

(4) Immoral Conirtult, 

829. A contract which is made upon an immoral consideration 
or for an immoral purpose is unenforceable, and there is no dis- 
tinction in this respect between immoral and illegal contracts (h). 
The immorality here alluded to is sexual immorality. 

A promise by a man to pay money to a woman in consideration 
of illicit cohabitation which is to take place between them, or a 
promise to any third person in consideration of his bringing about 
or permitting illicit cohabitation, is void, even if made under seal (t) ; 
but a promise which is made in consideration of past cohabitation 
only is simply a voluntary promise, and if made under seal can be 
enforced (k). The mere continuance of cohabitation in such a case 
does not raise any presumption that the jaromise was given for an 
immoral consideration (f), and a bond given in respect of past 
cohabitation is not rendered invalid by the mere fact that the parties 
contemplated a continuance of the cohabitation so long as that is 
not the consideration for the bond (m). 

An action lies to recover the price of goods sold or work done 
even though the plaintiff knew that the person with whom he was 
dealing was a prostitute (n), unless it appears that the goods were 
sold or the work was done for the purpose of enabling her to exercise, 
or assisting her in the exercise of, her immoral calling (o). 

830. A promise made by a married man, during the lifetime of 
bis wife, to marry another woman who knows that he is a married 
man is void, because it is against public policy as tending to make 
the husband disregard the general rules of morality, and no action 


(gf) J(me$ r. Victoria Oraving Dock Co. (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 314, 0. A. ; London 
Tramtoayt Co. t. Bailey (1877), 3 Q. B. D. 217 ; TvUio t. Jacton, [1892] 3 Oh. 
441. 

(A) Holman ▼. Johnoon (1776), 1 Cowp. 341 ; Pearce v. Brooke (1866), L. B. 

1 £kch. 213. For instaitces of illegal contracts, see the cases oitM at pp. 390 
et eeq., ante. 

(i) Bobineon ▼. Oee (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 261 ; Walker v. Perhine (1764), 1 Wm. BL 
617 ; Oruy v. Mathiae (1800), 6 Yes. 286; Benyon t. NetUefold (I860), 3 Mao. 
& G. 94 ; WUlyame y. Bullmore (1863), 33 L. J. (OH.) 461 ; Ayeret y. JerJeine 
(1873), L. E. 16 Eq. 276; and see Phiuipe y. Prohyn, [1899] 1 Oh. 811. 

(k) Annandale {^Marchioneee) y. Harris (1728), 1 Bro. Pari. Gas. 260 ; Oibson y. 

Dickie (1816), 3 M. & 8. 463; Matthews y. L e (1816), 1 Madd. 668; 

Binnington y. Wallis (1821), 4 B. & Afd. 660 ; Nye y. Moseley (1826), 6 B. ft 0. 
133 ; Friend y. Harrison (1827), 2 0. ft P. 684 ; Jennings y. Brown (1842), 9 
M. ft W. 496; Turnery. Vaughan (1767), 2 'Wils..336 ; Priest y. Parrot (1760), 

2 Yea Sen. 160 ; HaB y. Palmer (1^), 3 Hare, 6^ ; Beaumont y. Bmv. (1M6}, 
80. B. 483. 

(() Be VaUanee, Vallance y. Blagden (1884), 26 (]lh. D. 363. 

(m) Be Wootton Isaacson, Banders y. Smiles (1904), 21 T. L. B. 89. See also 
on tl^ subject Ex parte Naden (1874), 0 Oh. App. 670; and Be Ahdy, [1896] 
1 Oh. 466. 

(n) Lloyd y. Johnson (1798), 1 Bos. ft P. 340; Bowry y. Bennet (1808), 1 Oainp. 
348. 

1 # H. ft N. 40 ; Pearcs y. Brooks (1866), L. B. 
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will lie for breach of such a promise even after the death of the 
wife(p). The same principle applies to the converse case of a 
promise to marry a married woman after the death of her husband, 
or after a divorce ( p). If, however, the promise is made by a married 
man or woman who is not known to be married by'the promisee at 
the time of the promise, an action will lie for breach of the promise 
at the suit of the innocent party, the remaining unmarried in the 
meantime being sufficient consideration to support the action (p). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Contracts made void hy Statute. 

831. Certain contracts are prohibited by statute, and in such 
cases, whether the prohibition is express or implied, a contract 
made in contravention of the statute is illegal and cannot be 
enforced {q). In other cases the contract is expressly declared by 
statute to be void. In a third class of cases, where the mode in 
which a profession or business is to be carried on is regulated by 
statute, no contract which is made in contravention of the statutoi y 
requirements can be enforced. 

(1) Contracts prohibited hy Statute, 

832. The following are instances of contracts which are prohibited 
by statute : — The sale of any public office (r) ; simoniacal contracts, 
t.<., corrupt agreements to present anyone to an ecclesiastical benefice 
for reward («) ; contracts providing for the payment of wages 
otherwise than in the current coin of the realm or containing 
stipulations as to the manner in which any part of the wages is 
to be expended (t) ; contracts for the payment of certain expenses 
or for certain employment for the purpose of promoting or pro- 
curing the election of a candidate at a parliamentary or municipal 
election (u); lotteries (v) ; certain contracts between a local authority 
and their officers or servants {w). 

Partnerships or associations carrying on business for gain which 


(p) Spiers v. Hunt, [1908] 1 K. B. 720; Wilson v. Carnley, [1908] 1 K. B. 
729, C. A, ; Wild v. Harris (1849), 7 0. B. 999 ; Millward v. Littlewood (1850), 
5 Exch. 775. 

(g) Bartlett ▼. Vinor (1692), Carth. 251 ; DaJlax v. Jones (1856), 26 L. J. 
(ex.) 79; Cope v. Rowlands (1836), 2 M. & W. 149; Victorian Daylesford 
Syndicate, Ltd. v. Dott, [1905] 2 Ch. 624. 

(r) Sale of Offices Act, 1551 (5 & 6 Edw. 6, c. 16) ; Sale of Offices Act, 1809 

8 :9 Geo. 3, c. 126). See also title Public AuinoBiTiES and Pubuo 

mCERS. 

(<) 31 Eliz. c. 6. See title Ecclesiastical Law. 

(f) Truck Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 37), ss. 1, 2 ; Truck Amendment Act, 
1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 46), s. 6. See titles Master and Servant; Work and 
Labour. 

(tt) Corrupt and Illegal Practices Prevention Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet, a 51) ; 
Municipal Elections (Corrupt and Illegal Practices) Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. o. 70) ; 
and see title Eusctions. 

(v) Gaming Act, 1802 (42 Geo. 3, c. 119). See Blyth v. Hulton ds Co., Ltd. 
(1908), 24 T. L. B. 719, C. A. ; TFt7/i* v. Young and Stemhridge, [1907] 1 E. B. 
448 ; and title Gauino and Waoerino. 

g (w) PuUio Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 193; Public Health 
(embers and Officers) Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. o. 53), s. 2. See title Pubuo 
EALTH ETC. 


Sect. 8. 

Sources of 
Hlegali^ 


Statutory 

prohibitions 


Prohibited 

contracts. 


Illegid 

associationa 



402 

SaoT. s. 
Sources of 
megattty. 

Imposition of 
pezmtj. 


Contracts 
made on 
Sunday 


Contract. 

exceed a certain number of members are prohibited (x), unless 
they are duly registered as companies ; and contracts made for the 
purpose of carrying out the objects of an association which is so 
prohibited are illegal and cannot be enforced (y). 

833. Where a penalty is imposed by statute upon any person 
who does a particular act, this may or may not imply a prohibition 
of that act. It is a question of construction in each case whether 
the legislature intended to prohibit the doing of the act altogether, 
or merely to make the person who did it liable to pay the penalty. 
If the penalty is recurrent, that is to say, if it is imposed not 
merely once for all but as often as the act is done, this amounts to 
a prohibition (z). Where the object of the legislature in imposing 
the penalty is merely the protection of the revenue, the statute will 
not be construed as prohibiting the act in respect of which the 
penalty is imposed (a) ; but where the penalty is imposed with the 
object solely or partly of protecting the public, though it may also hs> 
for the protection of the revenue, the act must be taken to be pro* 
hibited, and no action can be maintained on a contract which is 
made in contravention of the statute {b). 

834. It is provided by statute that no tradesman, artificer, 
workman, labourer, or other person whatsoever, shall do or exercise 
any worldly labour, business or work of his ordinary calling on 
Sunday, works of necessity or charity excepted (c). The effect of 


(x) Companies Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 89), s. 4 ; and after Ist May, 1909, 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 1. 

(t/) He South Walet Atlantic Steamship Co. (1876), 2 Ch. D. 763, C. A. ; Jennings 
▼. iiammond (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 225, approved in Shaw v. Benson (1883), 11 
Q. B. D. 563, C. A. ; and see title Coufanies, Yol. Y. 

( 2 ) Bartlett v. Yinor (1692), Carth. 251, 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 388 ; Cope v. 
Rowlands (1836), 2 M. & W. 149 ; Smith v. Mawhood (1845), 14 M. & W. 452 ; 
Mdliss V. Shirley Local Board (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 446, C. A. ; Victorian Dayles/ord 
Syndicate, Ltd, v. Bott, [1905] 2 Ch. 624, at p. 630, per Bttceley, J. 

(a) Johnson v. Hudson (1809), 11 East, 180 ; Brown v. Duncan (1829), 10 
B. & 0. 93 ; Wetherdl v. Jones (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 221 ; Smith v. Mawhood, supra ; 
Learoyd v. Brachen, [1894] 1 Q. B. 114, C. A. 

(5) Booth -v. Hodgson (179d),6TermBep. 405 (illej;al partnership forinsurance); 
Lignt/oot v. Tenant (1796), 1 Bos. & P. 551 (shipment of goods contrary to 
statutory prohibition); Ribbans v. Crickeit (1798), 1 Bos. & P. 264; Low v. 
Hodson (1809), 11 East, 300 (bricks for sale required to be of certain size) ; 
Langton v. Hughes (1813), 1 M. & 8. 593 (sale of drugs to be tued iu brewing) ; 
Marchant v. Evans (1818), 2 Moore (c. F.), 14 ; Cannon v. Bryce (1819), 3 B. & Aid. 
179 (stock jobbing transactions); Bensdeyy. Bignold (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 335 
(printer’s name to be affixed to work) ; LitUe v. Poole (1829), 9 B. & C. 192 
idelivery of ticket by vendor of coals) ; R. v. Oravesend (Inhabitants) (1832), 3 
B. & Ad. 240 (restrictions on taking of apprentices by watermen) ; Forster v. 
Ta^or (1834), 5 B. &. Ad. 887 (marking of vessels containing batter for sale); Cope 
V. Rowlands (1836), 2 M. & W. 149 (unlicensed broker) ; Fergusson v. Norman 
(1838\ 6 Scott, 794 (regulations as to- pawnbrokers); Cundell v. Dawson (1847), 
4 C. B. 376 (ticket on sale of coals) ; Taylor v. Crowland Oas and Coke. Co. 
(1854), 10 Ezch. 293 (unqualified person acting as conveyancer); Victorian 
Dayles/ord Syndicate, Ltd. v. Dutt, [1905] 2 Ch. 624 (unregistered money-lender). 

(c) Sun^y Observance Act, 1677 (29 Car. 2, c. 7), a. 1. There is an exoro- 
tion providM by s. 3 of the Act in respect of preparing and cooking meat for 
" such as otherwise cannot be provided,’’ os to which see BuReny. Ward (1905), 
74 L. J. (k. b.) 916. See also title Time. 



PxBT IV. — Void and Illegal Conteacts. 

the statute is to render void any contract entered into on Sunday 
by any person to whom the statute applies if the contract is made 
in the exercise of his ordinary calling (d). But the words other 
person whatsoever " mean other person ejmdem generis with the 
classes of persons specified («), and do not extend, for instance, to a 
hairdresser (/), the proprietor of a stage coach {g), or a farmer, even 
though he works with his own hands (h). 

Sunday trading is not illegal at common law, nor is it prohibited 
by the statute except where it is in the ordinary calling of the 
person trading (i). It follows that a contract made on Sunday is 
not avoided unless it is made in the ordinary course of the trade or 
business of one of the parties (j). Baking puddings and pies is not 
an exercise of the ordinary calling of a baker (Ic), but baking or 
selling bread is (i). It is not in the ordinary course of a trades- 
man’s business to give a guarantee to another tradesman for the 
fidelity of a traveller (m). 

A contract is not avoided by the statute unless it is wholly made, 
or at all events completed, on Sunday (n), and a contract which is 
void because made on Sunday is a valid and sufficient consideration 
for a new promise made on a subsequent day (o). A defendant 
will not be permitted to set up his own breach of the statutory 
provisions in order to avoid his contract, unless he can show that 
the plaintiff was aware of the illegality ( p). 

(2) Contracts declared by Statute to he void, 

836. Contracts by way of gaming or wagering are declared by 
statute to be void (q); and a promise to pay any person any sum 
of money paid by him under or in respect of any such contract, 
or to pay any sum by way of commission, fee, reward, or otherwise 


{d) Fennell v. Ridler (1826), 5 B. & C. 406 ; Smith v. Sparrow (1827), 4 Bing. 
84 ; Simpson v. NiehoUs (1838), 3 M. & W. 240. 
fe) B. V. Cleworth (1864), 4 B. & S. 927. 

If) Palmer v. Snow, [1900] 1 Q. B. Tib. But the statute applies to barbers 
so far as concerns the business of shaving customers : see Phillips v. Innes (1837). 
4 01. & Fin. 234, H. L. 

{g) Sandiman v. Breach (1827), 7 B. & 0. 96. 

(A) R. V. Cleworth (1864), 4 B. & S. 927. 

(t) Drury v. Defontaine (1808), 1 Taunt. 131. 

O') Scarfe v. Morgan (1838), 4 M. & W. 270; Peate v. Dickens (1834), 3 Dowl. 
171 (not in the ordinary course of a solicitor’s business to become personally 
responsible for a client’s debts); R. t. Whitnash {Inhabitants) (1827), 7 B. & 0. 
696 (hiring of labourer by farmer not within the statute). 

(A) R. V. John Younger (1793), 6 Term Bep. 449. 

(f) Ibid. See also as to baking and sellmg bread, 3 Oeo. 4, o. cvL ; Bread 
Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, o. 37), s. 14; S, v. Bros (1901), 83 L. T. 681 (Jewish 
baker) ; R. y. Mead, [1902] 2 K, B. 212 ; and title Food aim Druqs. 

(m) Norton y. Powell (1842), 4 Man. & Qt. 42. See also title T nnt. 

(n) Ibid, (contract si^ed on Sunday and deliyered on Monday) ; Beaumont 
T. Brengeri (1847), 6 0. B. 301. 

(o) Williams y. Paul (1830), 6 Bing. 653. 

(p) Bloxsome y. Williams (1824), 3 B. &0. 232 (horse dealer sued for breach of 
warranty) j Smith y. Sparrow (1827), 4 Bing. 84 (plaintiff aware of illegality). 

(j) Gaming Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. o. 109), s. 18 ; aud see title Gamiho 
XND Waoebino. 
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in respect of any such contract, or of any services in relation 
tWeto or in connection therewith, is also void (r). 

An assignment of or charge on a police constable’s pension (•) 
or an old age pension (t), and any a^^eement to assign or charge 
either of them, is declared by statute to be void. 

A policy of insurance on any person’s life, or on any other event 
in which the person for whose benefit the policy is made has no 
insurable interest, is a wagering contract, and is declared by statute 
to be void (u), as are policies of marine insurance, interest or no 
interest (a). 

Certain contracts for the sale on credit of intoxicating liquors to 
be consumed on the premises where sold are in effect avoided by 
statute {b). 

A contract for the sale of joint-stock bank shares which does not 
specify the numbers of the shares or name of the registered 
proprietor is declared by statute to be void (c). 

836. As a general rule, any person can enter into a binding 
contract to waive the benefits conferred upon him by an Act of 
Parliament, or, as it is said, can contract himself out of the Act, 
unless it can be shown that such an agreement is in the circum- 
stances of the particular case contrary to public policy (d). In 
certain cases, however, the legislature has expressly provided that 
any such contract shall be void. The following are instances in 
which contracting out is precluded by the provisions of the statute 
by which the rights are conferred : — An agreement made between 
landlord and tenant for the payment of rent in full without deducting 
the landlord’s property tax (e) ; an agreement by which an occupier 
of land is divested of his right to kill ^ound game (/) ; a stipulation 
by which a lessee is deprived of his right to apply for relief against 
forfeiture for breach of covenant (g) ; a contract by a tenant for life 
not to exercise any of his powers under the Settled Lt^d Act, 
1882 (h) i an agreement by which a tenant is deprived of his right 
to freedom of cropping and disposal of the produce of his holding 

(r) Gaming Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Yict. c. 9), 8. 1. See title Gamino akd 
WAOEB mO. 

(<) Police Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yict c. 45), s. 7, except so tar as made for the 
benefit of the family of the pensioner. 

't) Old Age Pensions Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 40), s. 6. 

'u) Life Assorance Act, 1774 (14 Geo. 3, c. 48), s. 1 ; and see title Iesukakcb. 

aS Marine Insurance Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 41), s. 4. 

b) Sale of Spirits Act, 1750 (24 Geo. 2, c. 40), s. 12, as amended by the 
Sale of Spirits Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Yict c. 38), and by the County Courts Act, 
1888 ^1 & 52 Yict. c. 43), s. 182. See title Intoxioatino Liquobs. 

(c) Banking Companies Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Yict. c. 29). See Ntilton v. Joma 
(1882), 9 Q. B. D. 546, C. A ; Seymour v. Bridge (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 460 ; Perry 
T. Barnett (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 38^ 0. A.; Coatee, dk Co. v. Paeey (1892), 
8 T. L. B. 474, C. A. ; and title Stock Exohakoe. 

(d) Oriffithe y. Dudley (Earl) (1882), 9 Q. B, D. 357. 

(e) Income Tax Act 1842 (5 & 6 Yict. c. 35), ss. 73, 103. See title IirooilE Tax. 

(/) Ground Game Act 1880 (43 & 44 Yict c. 47), s. 3, and see Groimd Game 

(Amendment) Act 1906^6 Edw. 7, e. 21), s. 3, and title Game. 

(g) Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yict. c. 41), s. 14 (9). 
See title Lakplobd aku Tenant. 

(h) 45 A 46 Yict c. 38, s. 50. See title Beal Fbopebtt and Chattels 
Beal. 
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or to compenBation under the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908, Bmt. s. 
except in so far as that Act permits compensation to be substituted Sonrees of 
by agreement (t) ; a contract made between an occupier and an owner Oletfallty. 
of lands for the payment of the tithe rent-charge by the occupier (k) ; 
a contract by which a workman is deprived of bis right to compensa- 
tion for injuries under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906 (1), 
except in the case of a scheme certified by the Registrar of Friendly 
Societies under that Act. 

(3) Btatutory Regulation of Proftuione and Tradtt. 

837 . Many professions, trades, and businesses are regulated by BeKnlattom o( 
statute, and are subject to certain statutory restrictions as to the **j*^^“ 
persons by whom or the manner in which they may be exercised or “ *** 

carried on (m). Thus, medical and surgical practitioners, apothe- 
caries, dentists, and veterinary surgeons are required to be registered, 
and cannot recover any charges for professional services rendered 
by them unless they are registered in the manner prescribed by 
statute (n). Solicitors are required to be enrolled, and no solicitor 
can recover any charges for work done by him as a solicitor unless 
he holds a certificate authorising him to practise as a solicitor (o). 

Among the trades or businesses which can only be carried on by 
persons who hold a licence or certificate or are registered in the 
manner prescribed by statute are those of auctioneers (p), hawkers, 

)edlars( 5 ), pawnbrokers (r), money-lenders (o), and mid wives (6). 

! intoxicating liquors (c), tobacco and snuff (d), and game (e) can olily 
}e sold by persons who are licensed to sell them. Poisons can only 
>0 sold by duly registered chemists and in the manner prescribed 
5y statutory regulations (/). 


(t) Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 2^, ss. 5, 10 , 11, 26 ; see 
also Allotments and Cottage Gardens Compensation for Crops Act, 1887 (50 & 51 
Viet c. 26), B. 5 ; and see title AoKictrLTVBE, YoL L, p. 262. 

(h) Tithe Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. o. 8), s. 1. See title IiAimLOBl) AND 
Tenant. 

S 6 Edw. 7, c. 58, s. 3. See title Master and Servant. 
t) As to the statutory regulation of trades in general, see title Tbadb AND 
Trade Unions. 

M Apothecaries Act, 1815 (55 Geo. 3, c. 194), s. 21 ; Medical Act, 1858 (21 & 
22 Vict. c. 90), 8 . 32 ; Dentists Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 33), s. 5; Yetermaiy 
Surgeons Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vict. c. 62), s. 17. See title Medicine and 
Pharmaot. * * 

(o) Solicitors Act, 1843 (6 & 7 Yict. c. 73), s. 26. See title Solicitors. 

(p) Auctioneers Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Yict. c. 15), s. 4. See title Auction and 
Auctioneers, YoL I., p. 439. 

( 9 ) See title Markets and Fairs. 

(r) Pawnbrokers Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Yict. 0 . 93), s. 37. See title Pawnbrokers 
AND Pledges. 

(n) Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Yict. 0 . 51), s. 2 . See title Monet and - 
Monet Lendeno. 

(5) Midwives Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, 0 . 17), s. 1. See title PuBUO PEealtb 

BTC. 

(c) Licensing Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Yict. 0 . 94), s. 3. See title iNTOZiOATiNa 
Liquors. 

(d) See title Bevenue. 

U) Game Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, 0 . 32), s. 18. See title Gahb. 

(/) Poison and Pharmacy Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 65). See title Medioihi 
AND Pharmaot. 
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838. Statutory provisions regulate the manner in which bread, 
coal, and old metal may be sold (g). The name of the printer is 
required by statute to be written or printed on any paper printed 
for reward, and if this requirement is not complied with the price 
of the printing cannot be recovered (h). Every contract or trans- 
action mvolvin^ the payment of any money in the United Kingdom 
most be made in legal currency and not otherwise (t) ; and every 
contract for work to be done or goods to be sold or carried by weight 
or measure in the United Kingdom must be made according to the 
imperial weights or measures established by statute (k). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Illegality iupervening after Contract made, 

839. Where the performance of a contract, which was legal at 
the time when the contract was made, has been rendered illegal by 
a subsequent Act of Parliament, the parties are as a rule excused 
from further performance of the contract, because they are presumed 
to have contracted with reference to the law as existing at the time 
when the contract was made (f). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Illegality under Foreign Law, 

840. A contract made abroad which is to be performed in this 
country will not be enforced here if it is contrary to public policy 
according to English law, even though it may be valid according 
to the law of the country where it was made (m). But a contract 
which is regarded as contrary to public policy by the law of the 
foreign country where it was made will be enforced here if it is valid 
according to English law (n). 

In the case of a contract which is to be performed abroad, the 
fact that it is illegal according to English law will not prevent its 
enforcement here if it is legal according to the law of the country 
where it is to be performed (o), unless it is contrary to morality or 
to the principles of natural justice (p). 


ig) Bread Act, 1836 (6 A 7 Will. 4, a 37), bs. 4, 6; Weights and Measures 
Act, 1889 (62 A 63 Yict. c. 21X ss. 20 — 31 ; Old Metal Dealers Act, 1861 (24 A 
26 Yict. c. 110), B. 8 ; Prevention of Orimes Act, 1871 (34 A 36 Yict. c. 112), 
B. 13. See titles Food and Dbuos; Weights and Measttkes; Obuonal 
Law and Pbooedube. 

{h) Newspapers, Printers and Beading Booms Bepeal Act, 1869 (32 A 33 Yict 
c. 24), s. 1 : Bentley v. Bigndd (1822), 6 B. A Aid. 336. SW title Pbess and 
PniNTlNO. 


(() Coinage Act, 1870 (33 A 34 Yict. c. 10), s. 6. See title Constitutional 
Law, Yol. YL, p. 461. 

{k) Weights and Measures Act, 1878 (41 A 42 Yict. c. 49), s. 19, and Weights 
and Measures Act, 1889 (62 A 63 Yict. c. 21), a 6. See title Weights and 
Measubes. 


(0 Seem 431, jHwf; Eyrt v. Bhdley (1840), 6 M. A W. 269; Be Bweeting, 
(1898) 1 Oh. 268. 

(to) Hope V. Hope (1867), 8 De G. M. A G. 731, 0. A. ; Qrdl v. Levy (1864), 16 
C. B. (n. s.) 73 : Boutillon v. Boueillon (188^, 14 Oh. D. 361. 


(n) Be Mietomri Bieamthip Co. (1889),' 42 C9i. D. 321, 0. A. 

(o) BafOot V. lUidge (1860), 8 (J. B. (N. 8.) 861, Ex. Oh. ; Btahy y. Fulton (1908), 
99 L. T. 92, affirmed in 0. A. (190y, 26 T. L. R 446. 

Ip) Kaufman y. Qerton, [1904l_l K B. 691, 0. A. See further on this 
subject, title (>}nfliot of Laws, YoL VI., p. 232. 
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Sbot. 4 . — Statutory Corifirmatidn oj Void Contraet$. 8n». 4. 

841. In some cases, es^cially in the case of working agreements 
between railway companies, an agreement which would otherwise ©f yoid 
be invalid is scheduled to a local and personal Act of Parliament, by Contracts, 
which it is confirmed and declared to be valid and binding upon — 
the parties to it {q). The effect of such a provision is not merely 

to give the parties capacity to enter into an agreement which would OTntnr^t. 
otherwise be ultra vires or invalid, .but to make the agreement 
itself valid in toto, for every clause of the agreement has statutory 
validity (r). 

Where an Act of Parliament not merely confirms a scheduled 
agreement, but requires the parties to carry it out, the agreement 
becomes a statutory obligation, and is to be read as if its provisions 
were contained in a section of the Act («). 

Sect. 6 . — Incidents of Illegal Contracts, 

842. Where there is nothing on the face of a contract to show Extrinsic 
that it is illegal, extrinsic evidence is admissible to prove the evidence, 
illegality either of the consideration for the promise or .of the 
purpose for which the contract was made, even if the contract is 
under seal (a). 

843. Where any part of the consideration for a promise or Unlawful 
promises contained in the contract is unlawful, the whole agreement consideration 
is void, for it is impossible to discriminate between the weight to 

be given to different parts of the consideration, and the lawful part 
cannot be severed from that which is unlawful (b). 


(q) See, for example, Jonas v. St. Dunstan-in^ihe-West Overseers (1908), 72 J. P. 
157, 0. A., and the cases cited in the following notes. 

(r) Manchester Ship Canal Co, v. Manchester Racecourse Cb., [1901] 2 Oh. 37, 0. A., 

afidnning Fabwell, J., [19001 2 Oh. 352. But the mere fact that an invalid 
agreement is referred to in a subsequent Act of Parliament hj way of recital is 
not in itself sufficient to give statutoiy validity to the agreement where the Act 
contains no express confirmation of it {Kent Coast Bail, Co, v. London^ Chatham^ 
and Rover Bait, Co, (1868), 3 Oh. App. 656). Where a tenant for life of settled 
land entered into an i^reement to sell it imder the Settled Land Acts at a price 
to be fixed by valuation, and the agreement was confirmed and made binding 
on the parties to it by a private Act of Parliament, it was held that tlfe agree- 
ment, which but for the Act of Parliament would have been a breach of trust, 
was binding upon all parties interested in the settled land, even thou^ they 
were not mentioned in the Act Wilton's {Earl) SetUed Estaies^ ^ ^7] 1 ^>0). 

Is) Caledonian Bail. Co. v. Oreenock and Wemyss Bay Bail. Vo. (1874), L. TL 

2 Sc. & Div. 347 ; Oreat WesUm Bail. Co. y. Halesowen Rail. Co, (1883), 62 L. J. 
(Q, B.) 473 ; R. V. Midland Bail. Co. (1887), 19 a B. D. 540. 

(а) Collins y. Blardem (1767), 2 Wils. 341; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 369; 
Gas Light and Coke Co. v. Turner (1840),^6 Bing. (n. 0.) 324, Ex. Oh. ; Benyon y. 
Nettlefdld (1850), 3 Mao. & G. 94. 

(б) FeathersUm v. Hutchinson (1590), Oro. Eliz. 199 ; Scott y. OiUmore (1810), 

3 Taunt. 226; Shackdl y. Rosier (1836), 2 Bing. (N. 0.) 634; Jones y. Waite 
(1839), 5 Bing. (w. 0.) 341, Ex. Oh. ; Ho^ine y. Prescott (1847), 4 0. B. 578 ; 
Harrington y. Victoria Graving Dock Co. (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 549 ; Bound y. 
Grtmiiwde (1888), 39 Oh. D, 605; Kearney y. Whitehaven Colliery Co., [1893] 1 
Q. B. 700, O. A. ; Kershaw y. Evans (1906), 51 Sol. Jo, 27, 0. A. ; motdis y. Owen, 
[1907] 1 K. B, 746, 0. JL, per Ooluks, M.E., at p. 763 ; Browns y. Bailey (1908), 
24T,L,B. 644. 
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844. Where a contract consists of several promises some of which 
are legal and others illegal, and there is no illegality in the con- 
sideration, the promises which are in themselves legal are not con- 
taminated by the illegality of the others and can be enforced,anlesB the 
promises are inseparable from and dependent upon one another (c). 

845. No action can be brought for the purpose of enforcing an 
illegal contract either directlv or indirectly (d), or of recovering a 
share of the proceeds of an illegal transaction, by any of the parties 
to it (e). Where the object of a contract is illegal the whole trans- 
action is tainted with illegality, and no right of action exists in 
respect of anything arising out of the transaction (/). In such a 
ease the maxim In pari delicto, potior eet conditio defendentis applies, 
and the test for determining whether an action lies is to see 
whether the plaintiff can make out his claim without relying on 
the illegal transaction to which be was a party (p). 

The illegality of a contract may be eet up by way of defence to an 
action on the contract, even if it does not appear on the face of the con- 
tract (/<) ; but in order to obtain relief in equity by getting the contract 
eet aside, the applicant must prove, not only that the contract was 
illegal, but that he was induced to enter into it by pressure or undue 
influence (t). 

Where money has been advanced by a money-lender otherwise 
than in his registered name (k), the borrower is entitled to a declara- 
tion that the transaction is void, without being put on terms to 


(c) 1 Wms. Saund. 85 ; Pigofs Case (1614), 11 (3o. Eep. 26b, 27b; ffarringtony. 
Kloprogge (1785), 2 Brod. & Bing. 678, n. ; Mouys v. Leake (1799), 8 Term Bep. 
411 ; QatHcdl ▼. King (1809), 11 East, 165 ; Wigg t. Shuttleworth (1810), 13 East, 
87 ; Ilowe r. Synge (1812), 15 East, 440 ; Newman t. Neuman (1815), 4 M. & S. 
66 ; M' Allen ▼. Churchill (1826), 11 Moore (o. P.), 483 ; Gibbons v. i3oqp«* (1831), 
2 B. & Ad. 734 ; Bidddl y. Leeder (1823), 1 B. & C. 327 ; Kerrison v. Cole (1807), 
8 East, 231 ; Payne t. Brecon Corporation (1858), 3 H. & N. 572 ; Pickmng ▼. 
ll/raeonibe Bad. Co. (1868), L. R 3 0. P. 235, per Willbs, J., at p. 250 ; Odessa 
Tramways Co. t. Mendel (1878), 8 Cb. D. 235,0. A., at p. 243; BeBardett, Ex parte 
Byrne (1888), 20 a B. D. 310, 0. A. ; B. v. B. (1892), 8 T. L. R 636 ; Kearney v. 
Whitehaven Colliery Co., [^1893] 1 Q. B. 700, 0. A. ; Be Isaacson, Exparte Mason, 
[1895] 1 Q. B. 333 ; Baker t. H^gecock (1888), 39 Gh. D. 520 ; United Shot 
Machinery Co. of Canada t. Brunet (1909), 25 T. L. B. 442, P. 0. See also the 
decisions relating to covenants in restraint of trade, which are cited under title 
ABU TBADB UNIONS. 

{d) Thomson V. Thomson (1802), 7 Yes. 470; Taylor v. Bowers (1876), 1 
Q. B. D. 291, 0. A. ; v. Macnaghten (1908), Times, November 25. 

(«) Sykes v. Beadon (1879), 11 Oh. D. 170. 

(/) Smith V. Whits (1866), L. B. 1 Eq. 626. 

{g) Simpson v. B/om(18I6), 7 Taunt. 246; Fivaz v. Nicholls (1846), 2 0. B. 
501 ; A.-0. V. ndlingworth (1857), 2 H. & N. 416, at p. 423 ; Taylor v. Chester 
(1869), L. B. 4 Q. B. 309; Taylor v. Bowers (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 291, 0. A. ; 
Begbie v. Pho^haie Sewage Co. (1875), L. B. 10 Q. B. 491, affirmed (1876) 1 
Q. B. D. 679, CT. A. See p. 486, post, as to when mchiey received under an illegal 
contract can be claimed by another person as having been received to his use. 

(A) Holman v. Johnson (1775), 1 Gown. 341 ; Be Cork and Toughal Bail. Co. 
(1869), 4 Oh. App. 748; Jones v. Merionethshire Permanent Benefit Building 
Society, [1892] 1 Ch. 173, 0. A., per Lxndlxt, L.J., at p. 181. 

(«) Wdliamt v. Baylry (1866), L. B. 1 H. L. 200 ; Ayerst v. Jenkins (1873), 
L. B. 16 Eq. 275 ; McCiatehie v. Hcudam (1891), 65 L. T. 691, 0. A. ; Jones v. 
Merionethshire Permanent Bengftt Budding Soeieiy, supra. 

% Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Yict. a 61) s. 2 (1) (o). See title 
Monbt and Monet Lbndino. 
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repay the amount received by him (2) ; but he cannot obtain relief 
in an equitable action to recover securities mortgaged by him to the 
money-lender except upon condition of repaying the money which 
was advanced upon them (m). 

846. Money paid or goods delivered in pursuance of an illegal 
contract can be recovered from the other party so long as the 
contract remains executory (n), provided that notice is given 
repudiating the contract before the action is brought (o); and 
money deposited with a stakeholder to abide the event of such a 
contract can be recovered from him if notice is given at any time 
before he has paid it over in pursuance of the contract (p). If, 
however, the illegal purpose has been carried out or a substantial 
part of the contract has been performed, money paid under the 
contract can no longer be recovered (q), except where it appears 
that the parties were not in pari delicto, for instance, where the 
plaintiff shows that he was induced to enter into the contract by 
fraud, duress, or oppression on the part of the defendant, or that a 
fiduciary relationship existed between the parties which renders it 
inequitable for the defendant to insist upon the bargain that he 
made with the plaintiff (r), or where the contract is made illegal by 


(Z) Chapman v. MichaelsoUj [1908] 2 Ch. 612. 

(m) Scott V. Neabit (1789), 2 Bro. 0. 0. 640; Mason v. Oardiner (1793), 4 

Bro. 0. 0. 436 ; Lod^e v. National Union Investment Co., Ltd,, y907] 1 Ch. 300. 
Whether the securities could be recovered in a common law action of detinue or 
trover without the imposition of such terms is still an open question (see tHtzroy 
V. (1786), 1 Term Rep. 153; Hindis v. O’Brien (1809), 1 Taunt. 413; 

Roberts v. Qoff (1820), 4 B. & ^d. 92 ; Tregoning v. Attenborough (1830), 7 Bing. 
97 ; Hargreaves v. Hutchinson (1834), 2 Ad. & EL 12 ; Lodge v. National Union 
Investment Co,, Ltd., supra). See title Money and Monet Lending. 

(n) 2'appenden v. Randal (1801), 2 Bos. & P. 467 ; Bone v. Ekless (1860), 5 
H. & N. 925 ; Symes v. Hughes (1875), L. E. 9 Eq. 475 ; Taylor v. Bowers 

a , 1 Q. B. D. 291, C. A. ; Hermann, Jeuchner (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 561, 0. A. ; 

jy V. Thompson (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 742, 0. A. ; Hermann v. Charlesworth, 
[1905] 2 K. B. 123, 0. A. 

(o) Busk V. Walsh (1812), 4 Taunt. 290 ; Palyurt v. Leckie (1817), 6 M. & S. 

290. 


(p) Hastehrw v. Jackson (1828), 8 B. & 0. 221 ; Hodson v. Terrill (1833), 1 
Cr. Qc M. 797 ; Barclay v. Pearson, [1893] 2 Ch. 154. See further, as to the 
right to recover hrom a stakeholder a deposit made on a wager, title Gaming 
AND Wagbuing. 

(g) Collins V. Blantern (1767), 2 Wils. 341 ; 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 369 ; Lowry 
V. Bourdieu (1780), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 468 ; Qoodall v. Lowndes (1844), 6 Q. B. 464 ; 
Taylor v. Chester (1869), L. K. 4 Q. B. 309; Ayerst v. Jenkins (1873), L. E. 16 
Eq. 275 ; Begbie v. Phosphate Sewage Co. (1875), L. E. 10 Q. B. 491 ; affirmed 
(1876) 1 Q. B. D. 679, C. A. ; Be Maplebacdc, Ex parte Caldecott (1876), 4 Ch. D. 
150, 0. A. ; Re Great Berlin SteamboaJt Co, (1884), 26 Ch. D. 616, C. A. ; Herman 
V. Jeuchner 15 Q. B. D. 561, C. A, ; Howard v. Refuge Friendly Society 

a , 54 L. T. 644 ; Kearley v. Thomson, supra; Scott v. Brown, Doering, 
b ds Co., [1892] 2 Q. B. 724, 0. A. ; Apthorp v. Neville Co, (1907), 23 
T. L. E. 575. 


(r) Smith v. Cuff (1817), 6 M. & S. 160 ; Horton v. Riley (1843), 11 M. & W. 
492 ; Higgins v. Pitt (1849), 4 Exch. 312 ; Reynell v. Sprye (1852), 1 De G. M. & 
G. 660, at p. 679 ; Atkinson v. Denby (18fe), 7 H. & N. 934, Ex. Ch. ; Re 
Lemberg^s Policy (1877), 7 Ch. D. 650; Kearley v. Thomson, sima; British 
TToribnan’a and Oeneral Assurance Co, v. Cunliffe (1902), 18 T. L, 502, 0. A. ; 
Harse v. Pearl Life Assurance Co,, [1904] 1 K, B. 658, 0. A. ; Kettlewell v. Refuge 
Assurunce Co,, [1908] 1KB. 545, C. A., affirmed in H. L. (1909), 25 T. L. B. 395. 
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statute with the object of protecting a particular class of persons 
to which the plaintiff belongs (a). 

847. A securitj which is given in respect of a debt arising out 
of an illegal transaction is tainted with illegality, and cannot be 
enforced, whether it is under seal or not, if it was taken by a 
person who knew, or ought to have known, of the illegality (b ) ; but 
in the case of a contract which is merely void and not illegal, a 
security given for payment of a debt arising out of the contract 
is in the same position as any other promise which is made 
without consideration, and if it is under seal it can be enforced (c). 


Part V. — Discharge of Contract. 

848. There are three modes in which a contract may be dis- 
charged — (1) by performance, where all that the promisor under- 
took to do has been performed ; (2) in certain cases where the 
promisor is excused by law from performing his promise; (8) by 
breach, where the promisor has failed to perform his promise. 

Sect. 1. — Performance. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — By whom Contract must he performed. 

849. Where the contract is of such a nature that no personal 
skill or superintendence on the part of the promisor is required for 
its performance, it may as a rule be performed either by the 
promisor himself or by some other person nominated by him for 
the purpose (d ) ; but where the personality of the promisor is or 
may be of importance, for instance, where an element of personal 
skill or confidence is involved, the performance must be effected by 


(o) Browning v. Morrie (1778), 2 Cowp. 790 ; Kearley v. Thomeon {X&W), 21 
Q. B. D. 742, G. A. ; Barclay t. Pearton, [1893] 2 Cb. 154 ; Lodge v. National 
Union Investment Co., Ltd., [1907] 1 Ch. 800. 

(5) Cuthbert v. Holey (1799), 8 Term Eep. 390; Walker v. Perkins (1764), 1 
Wm. Bl. 617 ; Cannon v. Bryce (1819), 3 B. & Aid. 179 ; Amory y. Merywmther 
(1824), 2 B. & C. 673 ; Prole v. Wiggins (1836), 3 Scott, 601 ; Benyon y. Nettle/old 
(1850), 3 Mac. & O. Fisher y. Brvlges (1854), 3 E. & B. 642, Ex. Ch. ; Qeere 
y. Mare (1863), 2 H. & C. 339 ; Clay y. Bay (1804), 17 C. B. (N. 8.) 188 ; Taylor 
y. Chester (1869), L. B. 4 Q. B. 309 ; Jennings y. Hammond (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 
225 ; Shaw y. Benson (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 563, 0. A. ; Kershaw y. Evans (1906), 
51 Sol. Jo. 27, G. A. Securities riren in respect of bets on games (which indudes 
horse-racing) are to be deemed to have been given for an illegal consideration 
(9 Ann. c. 19, (c. 14, Buff.) ; Gkuning Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 411, s. 1). See 
Universal Stock Exchange, Ltd. v. Strachan, [1896] JL.- C. 166 ; The Cronmire, Ex 
parte Waud, [1898] 2 Q. B. 383, 0. A. ; and title Gaminu AMD Waoerino. As 
to the rights of a holder in due coarse where the securitj given is a negotiable 
instrument, see title Bnxs OF Exchange, Fbohissoby Notes, and Negotiable 
Insteuments, Vol. n., p. 600. 

(c) Cray y. Mathias (1800), 6 Ves. 286 ; Nye y. Moseley (18261, 6 B. & 0. 133 ; 
Wynne y. Callander (1826), J Buss. 293 ; Fitch y. Jones (1855), 6 E. & B. 238 ; 
Yorkshire Railway Wagon Co. y. Maclure (1881), 19 Ch. D. 478 ; Be Vallance, 
Vallance y. Blagden (1884), 20 Oh. D. 363. 

(d) British Waggon Co. y. Lea (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 149. 
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the promisor personally, and the other party is entitled to object to l. 

the contract being performed by any other person (e). Perform* 

In the case^ of a joint promise each of the promisors is liable 


as between himself and the promisee to perform the whole of joint 
the contract (/), though he is entitled, if he is sued on the promisea. 
contract, to have the other promisors joined as defendants (g). 

Sub-Sect. 2.— Mode of 

850. The question whether what has been done amounts to a Mode of 
performance of the contract is a question in each case of the con- perfonnence. 
struction of the terms of the contract {h). The promisor is not 
entitled to substitute for what he has promised something else 
which is equally advantageous to the promisee (i). The parties 
may, however, by express agreement or waiver substitute a different 
mode of performance for that originally agreed on (j). 

In the case of an alternative promise (that is, a promise to do Alternative 
one of two or more things), if the contract does not state which 

(c) SchmalingY. Th(mlinson (1815), 6 Taunt. 147 (transport of goods to foreign 
market) ; Hobson y. Drummond (18j31),2 B. & Ad. 303 (agreement by coacbmaker 
to supply carriage for a term of years) ; Boulton v. Jones (1857), 2 H. & N. 564 
(sale of goods) ; Jaeger's [Dr.) Sanitary Woollen System Ltd. v. Walker tfe Sons 
(1897), 77 L. T. 180, C. A. ; Griffith v. Tower Publishing Co.y Ltd. and Moncricff^ 

[1897] 1 Ch. 21 (agreement between author and publisher) ; Lucas y. Moncrieff 
ri905>21 T. L. it. 683 (author and publisher). Compare Tolhurst v. Associated 
Portland Cement Manufacturers (1900), [1903] A. C. 414, and Russell cfe Co., Ltd. 

V. Austin Fryers (1909), 25 T. L. IL 414. Bee also p. iZl^fost. Where the 
other party has a claim which he is entitled to set off against his liability 
under the contract, it has been said that he is entitled to insist upon the con- 
tract being perfoimed by the promisor personally {Boulton v. JoneSy supruy per 
Bramwell, B.). 

(/) Richards v. Heather (1817), 1 B. & Aid. 29 ; Mountstephen v. (1818), 

1 B. & Aid. 224 ; King v. Uoare (1844), 13 M. & W. 494, at p. 605, See p. 336, 
ante ; and as to the liability of the survivors after the death of any of the joint 
promisors, see p. 337, ante. 

ig) Kendall v. Hamilton (1879), 4 App. Cas. 504 ; Pilley v. Riibinson (1887), 

20 CL B. D. 155 ; B. S. C., Ord. 16, r. 11. See p. 336, ante ; and as to the right 
of one joint promisor to contribution from the others, see p. 471, post 

(/i) Penniall v. Harborne (1848), 11 Q. B. 368 (covenant to insure from time 
to time and at idl times held broken by leaving a part uninsured for two 
months after execution of the lease, thougn no loss was suffered) ; Richardson 
V. Barnes (1849), 4 Exch. 128 (agreement to give lease of a term which had 
expired held not satisfied by delivery of the lease with the seal tom off) ; Doe d. 

Muston V. Gladwin (1845), 6 Q. B. 953 (covenant by lessee to insure in joint 
names of himself ana lessor not fulfilled by insurance in name of lessee only; 
compare Havens v. Middleton (1853), 10 Hare, 641); Edmundson v. Longton Cor* 
p<yration (1902), 19 T.L. R. 15 (payment for gas by putting money in automatio 
slot meter, the money being stolen without negligence), in the case of a con- 
tract for the sale of goods, if the seller delivers a quantity of ^ods larger or 
smaller than he contiRcted to sell, or delivers the goods mixed with g^s of 
a diffei*ent description not included in the contract, this is not a performance of 
the contract, and ^e buyer is entitled to reject the goods (Sale of Goods Act, 

1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 71), s. 30). See title Sale of Goods. 

(i) Legh v. Zt7Zte (1860), 6H. &N. 166; Forman ds Co. Proprietary v. The 
Ship Liddesdalsy' [1900] A. 0. 190, P. 0. Compare Havens v. Mid^on (1853), 

10 Hare, 641, where it was held that a covenant by a lessee to insure in the 
names of himself and lessor was sufficiently performed by an insurance in the 
name of the lessor alone, on the ground that the stipulation for the joining of 
the lessee was for his exdusive benefit which he might therefore dispense with. 

if) See pp. 421, 423, post 
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Snr. 1. party is to have the option, the rule of law is that the party who 
Perform- has to perform the first act has the right to elect which branch of 
Mice . the alternative he will perform (k). Where the option rests with 

the promisee, notice must be given by him of the mode in which 
the option has been exercised, and the liability of the other party 
to perform the contract does not arise until such notice has been 
given ( 1 ). When an option has been exercised the election cannot 
afterwards be revoked (m) ; but a tender of performance which is 
not in accordance with the terms of the contract can be withdrawn, 
and does not preclude the promisor from subsequently making a 
tender of performance in a proper manner, at any rate where the 
first tender has been rejected by the promisee (n). 

Where one of the things contracted for subsequently becomes 
impossible, it is a question of construction of the terms of the 
contract whether the promisor is bound to perform the alternative 
or is discharged altogether (o). 


Sub-Sect. 3. — Time of Per/i/rmance. 

Where BO 851. Where no time for performance is fixed by the contract, 
time fixed. implies an undertaking by each party to perform his part 

of the contract within what is a reasonable time having regard to 
the cii'cumstances of the case (p). 


{k) Layton v. Pearce (1778), 1 Doug. (k. b.) 16; Dann v. Spurrier (1803), 3 
Bos. & P. 399 ; Price v. Nixon (1814), 6 Taunt. 338 ; Re Brodkman't 'Trust (1869), 
6 Gh. App. 182; Reed y. Eilburn Co-operative Society (1876), L. B. 10 Q. B. 264 ; 
Tidens v. Hooper (1860), 6 Exch. 830. 

(i) MaRam v. Arden (1833), 10 Bing. 299; Vyse v. Wakefidd (1840), 6 
M. & W. 442, affirmed 7 fi£ & W. 126, Ex. Ch. ; Calaminus y. Dowlais Iron Co. 
(1878), 47 L. J. (Q. B.) 676 ; Honch y. Muller (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 92, 0. A. ; Thom 
T. City Rice MiUs (1889), 40 Ch. D. 367. 

(m) Schneider y. Foster (1857), 2 H. & N. 4 ; Brown y. Royal Insurant Co. 
(1859), 1 E. & E. 863 ; Rugg y. Weir (1861), 16 0. B. (w. s.) 471 ; Gath y. Lees 
(1866), 3 H. & 0. 668. 

(n) Borrouman y. Free (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 600, 0. A. 

(o) Anderson y. Commercial Union Assurance Co. (1885), 65 L. J. (d. B.) 146, 
C. JL, per Bowek, L.J., at p. 160. As to impossibility as an excuse for 
non-performance of a contract, see p. 426, post. 

(p) Go. litt. 208 a, b; Taylor y. Great Northern Rail. Co. (1866), L. B. 1 G. P. 
385 ; Postlelhwaite y. Fredand (1880), 6 App. Gas. 699 ; De Waal y. Adler (1886), 
12 App. Gas. 141, P. G. ; Potter y. Dtboos (1816), 1 Stark. 82; Harrison y. Cage 
(1698), 1 Ld, Baym. 386 ; Ford y. Cotesworth (1870), L. B 6 Q. B. 644, Ex. Gh. ; 
Carlton Steamship Co. y. Castle Mail Padcets Co., [1898] A. G. 486; Hicky. Raymond 
and Reid, [1893] A. G. 22. In Hyde y. Watts (1843), 12 M. & W. 264, it was held 
that a ooyenant by a person to insure his life forthwith must be construed as a 
coyenant to insure within a reasonable time. In Staunton y. Wood (1861), 16 
Q. B. 638, where there was a contract for the deliyery of goods forthwith, to be 
paid for in fourteen days, it was held that deliyery must be made at least 
before the expiration of the fourteen days, the contract importing that there 
was to be a period of credit. The words “as soon as possible” were con- 
strued as meaning within a reasonable time in Hydraulic Engineering Co. y. 
McHaffie (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 670, 0. A. ; but in Duncan y. Topham (1849), 8 0. B. 
226, it was held that the word “ directly ” imported that the act was to be done 
speedily, or at least as soon as practicable, and that it ought not to be construed 
as meaning merely within a reasonable time. As to the time for delivery of 
goods under a contract for sale where no time for deliyery is fixed, see s. 29 (2) 
of Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 71) ; and title Sale oe Goods. 
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862. At common law stipulations as to time in a contract were, Sio*. i. 

as a general rule, considered to be of the essence of the contract, Perfinm- 

even if they were not expressed to be so, and were construed as anoe. 
conditions precedent, so that in an action for damages for breach when'tot 
of the contract the defendant could not escape liability by showing tt**^***!, 
that he had offered performance, unless the offer was made at or 

within the precise time specified (q), and, on the other hand, the 
plaintiff could not succeed unless he could show that he was ready 
and willing to perform his part of the contract at or within the time 
fixed for performance (r). But in the exercise of its jurisdiction to 
decree specific performance the Court of Chancery adopted the rule, 
especially in the case of contracts for the sale of land, that stipula* 
tions as to time were not to be regarded as of the essence of the 
contract unless either they were made so by express terms, or it 
appeared from the nature of the contract, or the surrounding 
circumstances, that that was the intention of the parties ; and in 
the absence of an express stipulation, or clear indication of an 
intention, that time should be Of the essence of the contract, specific 
performance would be decreed although the plaintiff had failed to 
complete the contract or to take the various steps towards 
completion by the dates specified (<). 

863. The equitable rule now prevails, not only in actions for Effect of 
specific performance, but also in actions at law for damages for Judicature 
breach of contract, in the case of such contracts as fell within the ^ ' 
jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery to decree specific perform- 
ance (t) ; but it has no application to mercantile contracts not 

falling within that jurisdiction, with regard to which stipulations 
as to time are still primd facie to be regarded as essential (a). There 
is an exception to this latter rule in the case of stipulations as to 
the time for payment in contracts for the sale of goods, such 
stipulations not being deemed to be of the essence of the contract 
unless a different intention appears (&). But stipulations as to the 
time for delivery of the goods are considered essential unless a 
contrary intention is clearly shown (c). Where it is provided that 


(v) See p. 432, post. Am to the computation of time, and the meaning of 
particular expressions descriptiTe of periods of time, see title TniB. 

(r) Noble V. Edwardts (1877), 5 Ch. D. 378, 0. A. ; ParUn v. Th<mdd (1852), 
16 ^av. 59 ; Wilde t. Fort (1812), 4 Taunt. 334 ; Samom v. Bhodet (1840), 6 Bing. 
(s. 0.) 261. 

(s) Parkin v. Thordld, supra; Seton v. Slade (1802), 7 Yes. 265 ; Boberte v. 
Ber^(1853), 3 De G. M. & O. 284, 0. A ; Tilley v. Thomas (1867), 3 Oh. App. 
61 ; Boehm v. Wood (1820), 1 Jaa & W. 419 ; Nohes v. Kilmorey (^ d) (1847), 1 
De G. A Sm. 444. farther, titles Sale of Lain) ; Sfecifio PEBFoaicaHCB. 

(0 Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Ytot. c. 66), s. 25 (7). 

(a) Beuter y. Sola (1879), 4 0. P. D. 239, 0. A., per Ootton, L.J., at 
p. 249. 

(5) Sale of Goods Aot, 1893 (56 A 57 Yiot a 71), s. 10 (1). As to the time 
for payment of bills of exchange and promissory notes, see title Bnxs of 
Ezohaeob, Pbomissobt Notes, and Nbootiabub IsrsTEUHENTS, YoL U., 
p. 476. 

(e) Botoes y. Shand (1877), 2 App. Oas. 455 (where goods were to be shipped 
during March ^ April, it waa held that the buyer was entitled to reject goods 
shipped in February) ; Beuter y. Sola, supra 
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the goods shall be delivered on or before a certain day it is saffi- 
cient if they are tendered at a reasonable time on the last or any 
other of the days of the period specified (d). 

854 . In contracts subject to the equitable rule, although stipula- 
tions as to time are primd facie presumed not to be of the essence 
of the contract,^ this is merely a presumption which is liable to be 
rebutted by a clear indication of a contrary intention, and such an 
intention may appear either by a direct stipulation to that effect or 
by implication from the nature of the subject-matter of the 
contract and the surrounding circumstances (e). A condition in a 
contract for the sale of land that if from any cause whatever the 
purchase is not completed by a certain date the vendor shall be 
at liberty to rescind the contract makes the time for completion 
essential and justifies the vendor in rescinding the contract in the 
event of the purchaser refusing to pay the purchase-money on the 
appointed day(/). If in a contract for the purchase of a house 
for the purchaser’s own residence it is provided that vacant 
possession shall be given by a certain date, time will be considered 
of the essence of the contract, provided the vendor was aware that 
the purchaser required the premises for his own residence (g). The 
motives of the purchaser will not, however, be taken into considera- 
tion in construing stipulations as to time, unless they are expressed 
in the contract or were made known to the vendor (h). 

Contracts for the sale of a reversionary interest (i), or of a public- 
house or business as a going concern (/c), or for a lease of a working 
mine(f), are instances of contracts in 'which stipulations as to time 
will be deemed essential by implication from the nature of the 
subject-matter in the absence of clear indication of an intention 
to the contrary. A provision that the purchaser shall pay interest 
on the purchase-money in the event of non-completion by the day 
appointed is, however, a sufficient indication that the time fixed for 
completion was not intended to be of the essence of the contract (tn). 

An option for the renewal of a lease (n), or for the purchase or 
re-purchase of property (o), must in all cases be exercised strictly 
within the time limited for the purpose, otherwise it will lapse ; 
and a notice of an intention to exercise the option given without 


(d) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (66 A 67 Viet. c. 71), s. 29 (4) ; Startup t. Mac- 
donald (1843), 6 Man. ft G. 693, Ex. Oh. 

(e) T. Cottle (1823), Turn, ft £. 78 ; Otrter r. Ely {Dean and Chapter) 
(1836), 7 Bm. 211. 

(/) Hudson T. Temple (1860), 29 Bear. 636. 

(g) Tilley v. Thomas (1867), 3 Ch. App. 61 ; Nedees ▼. Kilmorey {Lori) (1847), 
1 De G. ft Sm. 444. ^ 

{h) Doehmy. Wood (1820), 1 Jao. ft W. 419 ; Nokety. Kilmorey {Lord), supra. 
0 Heuman y. Boyers (1793), 4 Bro. 0. 0. 391 ; Patrick v. MUner (1877), 2 
C. P. D. 342. 


{k) Cowles T. Oale (1871), 7 CL App. 12 ; Coslake y. TiM (1826), 1 Buss. 376; 
Day y. Luhke (1868), L. £. 6 Eq. 336. 

0 Madryde y. Weekes (1866), 22 Beay. 633. 

tm) Patrick y. Milner, supra; Batten y. Russell (1888), 38 CL D. 334. 

In) Nicholson ▼. Smith (1882), 22 C^. D. 640. 

(o) Dibbins y. Dibbins, [1896] 2 CL 848 ; Bandayh (Lord) y. Melton (1864), 
3 Drew, ft Sm. 278. 
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aathority within the time limited cannot be made effective by a 
ratification after the time has expired (p). 

855. In cases where time is not originally of the essence of the 
contract it may be made so, where there is unreasonable delay, by 
a notice from the party who is not in default fixing a reasonable 
time for completion and stating that, in the event of non-comple- 
tion within the time so fixed, he intends to abandon the contract ( 9 ). 
But the time fixed must he reasonable having regard to the position 
of things at the time when the notice is given (r). 

856. Where time is of the essence of the contract, and is 
extended by agreement between the parties, the extension does not 
operate as an entire waiver of the condition, but merely has the 
effect of substituting the extended time for that originally fixed (s). 


Sub-Sect. 4. — Place of Performance. 

857. The place for performance of a contract, if not specified in 
express terms, depends upon the intention of the parties, as 
indicated by the nature and terms of the contract and the other 
circumstances of the particular case (a). 

Where a place for payment, or for the performance of any other 
act, is specified, the promisor must tender payment or performance 
at that place in order to discharge himself (!>), unless the place so 
specified is varied by mutual consent, or performance according to 
the stipulation is waived (c) ; and on the other hand, if the act is 


(p) Dihbine v. Dilbini, [1896] 2 Ch. 341. 

(g) Parkin v, Thorold (1852), 16 Beav. 69; Taylor t. Brovm (1839), 2 Bear. 
180 ; Benton y. Landt (1846), 9 Beav. 502. 

{r)Qreen v. Sevin (1879), 13 Ch. D. 689; Crawford v. Toogood (1879), 13 
Ch. D. 153. See title Sale of Land. 


(«) Barday v. Messenger (1874), 43 L. J. (CH.) 449 ; Noket y. Kdmorey {Lord) 
(1847), 1 De G. & Sm. 444. Parol evidence is adiniBBible to show that the 
defendant requested that the time for perfonuance should be extended {Hickman 
y. Haynes (1876), L. E. 10 0. P. 698). 

(a) Beyrmds y. Coleman (1887), 36 Ch. D. 463, 0. A. (contract made in England 
by an American to transfer shares in an English company to a person resident 
in En^and ought to be performed in England) ; Thompson y. Palmer, n893] 
2 Q. B. 80, 0. A. (contract by civil engineer resident in England with two 
persons, one an Englishman and the other a foreigner resident in Spain, by 
which the engineer tigreed to prepare drawings and superintend the construction 
of certain docks in Spain, which he was required to visit once in every three 
months, the engineer to be paid his travelling expenses and a commission on 
the cost of construction. It was held that payment of the expenses and com- 
mission ought to be made in England, no other place being specified). Compare 
Comber y. Leyland, [1898] A. C. 624 ; Anger y. Vcunier (1902), 18 T. L. B. 696, 
0. A. ; and see also Bell A Co. y. Anttoerp, London and Brazil Line, [1891] 
1 Q. B. 103, 0. A. ; Rein y. Stein, [1892] 1 Q. B. 763, 0. A. ; Charles Duval & 
Co., Ltd. y. Cant, [1904] 2 KB. 686, 0. A. As to payment generally, see 
p. 444^af. 

{b) Cox y. Watson (1877), 7 Ch. D. 196. As to discharging cargo under 
charterparties and bills of lading, see title Shifpinq and Navigation. 

(c) Leather-Cloth Co. y. Hieronimus (1875), L. E. 10 Q. B. 140 ; Neill y. 
Whitw^h (1866), L. B. 1 0. P. 684, Ex. Ch. Where a consignor directs 
a carrier to deliver goods to the consignee at a particular place, it is com- 
petent to the consignee and the oanier to change the place of deliveiy, and 
a deliyery according to any sudh agreement with the consignee discharges the 
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one which cannot be done without the concurrence of the promisee, 
it is his duty to attend at the place fixed in order to enable the 
promisor to fulfil the contract (d). Where, in such a case, the act 
is to be done on or before a certain day, the promisee must be at 
the place of performance at such a convenient time before sunset 
on the day or the last of the days specified as will enable the promisor 
to complete the act by daylight, failing which the presence of the 
promisor at the place ready to perform the contract will operate as 
a legal tender (e). 

Where a contract specifies two or more alternative places for 
payment or performance, the question whether the promisor or the 
promisee has the right of selection depends on the intention of the 
parties, which is to be ascertained from the nature and terms of the 
contract and the surrounding circumstances (/). It is the duty 
of the party who has the right of selection to notify the other party 
at which of the places he intends to perform or require performance 
of the contract, as the case may be (/). 

858. Where no place for performance is specified either 
expressly or by implication from the nature and terms of the 
contract and the surrounding circumstances, and the act is one 
which requires the presence of both parties for completion, the 
general rule is that the promisor must seek out the promisee and 
perform the contract wherever he may happen to be (ff). This rule 
applies not only to contracts for the payment of money, but to all 
promises for me performance of which the concurrence of the 
promisee is necessary (^). If, however, a debtor ^ives notice to 


contract with the consi^or, unless the consignor has in the meantime stopped 
the goods in tramitu (London and North-Wettem Jtail. Co. v. Bartlett (1861), 
7 H. & N. 400). See titles Carriers, Yol. lY., p. 1 ; Sale oe Goods. 

(d) Startup v. Macdonald (1843), 6 Man. & G. 693, Ex. Ch. ; Shep. Touch. 
378 ; Thom v. City Rice Milh (1889), 40 Ch. D. 367 (condition in debenture for 
payment at time and place ceitain is not broken unless the creditor attends 
at the place specified) ; Re Esatlera Silver Lead Mining Co., Tweedy v. The Com- 
pany (1908), 26 T. L. B. 87 (similar case). 

(e) Startup v. Macdonald, supra, at pp. 624, 626, |>er Parke, B. ; Thom v. 
City Rice Mills, supra. An actual tender to the promisee, so that the act may 
be completed at any time before midnight, is good. See, as to tender generally, 
p. 417, post. 

(/) In Rippinghall v. Lloyd (1833), 6 B. & Ad. 742, where a contract under 
seal for the me of land contained a stipulation that if the vendor should not 
verify his title bv the production of deeds at Norwich, Lynn, or London before 
a certain date the OOTeement should be void, it was held that the option was 
with the vendor, and that he was bound to give notice at which of the places 
he would be ready to produce bis deeds. In Thom v. City Rice Mills, supra, 
where a debenture provided that payment should be made at a specifiecl 
bank or at the company’s registered office, it was ‘held that it was for the 
creditor to select at which of the two places he would be pud, and that 
there could be no default until he had made his selection and notified it to the 
company. 

(y) Payment of money (Ualdane v. Johnson (1863), 8 Ezcih. 689 ; Robey v. 
Snae/ell Mining Co. (1887), 20 Q. E D. 162 ; The Eider, [1893] P. 119, 0. A. ; 
Thompson y. Palmer, [1898] 2 ^ B. 80,0. A; Fessard v. Mugnier (1866), 18 
G. B. (n. 8.) 286). Covenant to produce deeds {RijtpinghaU v. Lloyd (1833), 
6 B. & Ad. 742). Delivery of promissory notes securing a composition payable 
under a deed of arrangement with creditors {Oranky v. Sillary (1813), 2 M. ft S. 
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his creditor of his intention to pay at a certain time at a con- Saor. i. 
venient place, and the creditor makes no objection to the notice, Perform- 

be 'will be deemed to waive the necessity of a personal tender ance. 

unless be attends at the place specified (h). 

The general rule applies to contracts made with persons resident Promisee 
abroad (i), but not where the promisee was in England at the time **’™“‘** 
when the contract was made and subsequently went abroad before 
breach (k). 

Bent reserved without any express covenant for payment is Bent, 
deemed to issue out of the land, and unless a place for payment 
is specified in the reservation, is payable on the demised premises, 
the tenant being protected if he is ready to pay at the door of the 
principal house, or other notorious place, at a convenient time before 
sunset on the day the rent falls due (1 ) ; but if there is an express 
covenant to pay, the general rule applies, and the tenant is bound 
to seek out and pay his landlord, except for the purpose of 
forfeiture or distress (m). 

Sect, 2. — Excuses for Non-performance. 

Sub-Sect. Tender . 

859. In cases where the promise is capable of performance Tend«. 
without the concurrence of the promisee, the promisor is not 
excused from liability by reason of the fact that performance is 
dependent upon the concurrence of a third person which he is 
unable to obtain (a).- Where, however, a promise cannot be per- 
formed without the concurrence of the promisee (as in the case 
of a contract to deliver goods or to pay money), the promisor 
is freed from liability under the contract if he makes an 
unconditional tender or offer of performance in accordance with 
the terms of his promise and the promisee refuses to accept 
performance; provided that the tender is made under such 
circumstances that the other party has a reasonable opportunity 
of examining the goods or money tendered in order to ascertain 
that the thing tendered is what it purports to be (b). 


120). As to the place of pa 3 niient in the case of hills of exchange and pro- 
missory notes, see title Bills or Exchange, Pkomissobt Notes and Nego- 
tiable Instbuhents, Yol. n., 467 ; and as to the place of delivery in a 
contract for the sale of goods (an exertion to the general rule), see s. 29 (1) of 
the Sale of Gk>ods Act, 1893 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 71), and title Sale of Qoods. 

(h) Qylet v. Hall (1726), 2 P. Wms. 378 (mortgage money lent in London : 
notice to pay it off at Lincoln’s Inn Hall). 

(0 Feasard v. Mugnier (1865), 18 0. B. (w. 8.) 286 (payment under composi- 
tion deed, the creditor being abroad when the debt was incurred). 

% Ibid , ; Littleton’s Tenures, 340. As to the right of a creditor to require 
payment to be made to his account at a bank in Imgland in such a case, see 
Shrewsbury v. Shrewsbury (1907), 23 T. L. B. 277. 

(0 Co. Litt 201 b; tinckler v. Prentice (1812), 4 Taunt. 549; Bro. Ahr. tit. 
Tender, pL 41. 

(m) Haldane v. Johnson (1853), 8 Exoh. 689 (see title Lanuloed and Tenant). 

(a) Doughty v. Heed (1669), 1 lYms. Saund. 215. For cases in which impossi- 
bilily of performance is an excuse for non-performano^ see p. 426, eewt. 

(5) Startup y. Maedonedd (1843), 6 Man. ft G. 593, Ex. Oh., per Bolfb, B., 
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The principle of the plea of tender is that the promisor has 
always been ready to perform the contract, and has in fact per- 
formed it as far as he was able, but has been prevented from 
completely performing it by the refusal of the promisee to accept 
performance. In the case of a contract for the sale of goods, the 
seller is freed from liability under the contract if the buyer fails to 
take delivery of the goods (c). Where, however, the promise is to pay 
a sum of money, the debt is not discharged by a tender of payment, 
but such tender, coupled with continued readiness to pay the debt, 
is an answer to a subsequent action for non-payment if the amount 
of the debt is paid into court (d), and operates as a bar to any claim 
for subsequent interest (e). 

A plea of tender will fail if the plaintiff can show that at any 
time, whether before or after the tender, a demand for payment or 
performance was made by him and was not complied with, provided 
that the demand was made at a time when he had a right to make 
it and that he did not require payment of a greater amount than 
was due or performance otherwise than in accordance with the 
contract (J ). But iu order that the plea may be defeated by a 
demand made after the tender, the demand must be made by the 
creditor himself or by an agent previously authorised by him (gf). 
An unauthorised demand cannot be made effective for this purpose 
by ratification (p). 

860 . The amount tendered ought to be the precise amount that 
is due. If, however, the debtor tenders a larger amount and does 
not require change, it is a good tender of the amount due (h) ; but 
if he requires change it is not a good tender, because the creditor 
is not bound to give change, though he will be deemed to waive 
the objection if he refuses to accept the tender on some other 


at p. 610; hherwood v. WhUmore (1843), 11 M. & W. 347. A refusal to accept 
performance may be made in such a manner as to amount to a renxuciation of 
the contract so as to entitle the promisor to treat the contract as at an end. 
See pp. 438 et teq., post. 

(c) Startup V. Macdonald (1843), 6 Man. & G. 593, Ex. Ch. ; and see title Sale 
OF (Wds. 

(d) Dixon v. Clark (1848), 6 0. B. 365 ; R. S. C., Ord. 22, r. 3 ; County 
Court Rules, Ord. 10, r. 20. Where money has been paid into court with a 
plea of tender the plaintiff may take the money out, but is not entitled to the 
costs of the action, because if the plea is substantiated the action ought not to 
have been brought (R. S. 0., Ord. 22, r. 7 ; Griffiths v. Ystradyfmwg Schotd 
Board (1890), 24 Q. 1). D. 3o7). A plea of tender is not available where the 
claim is for unliquidated damages (Dearie v. Barrett (1834), 2 Ad. & £1. 82; 
Davys v. Richardson (1888), 21 Q. £. I). 2<i2, 0. A.). 

(e) Norton v. EUam (1837), 2 M. & W. 461. 

(/) Poole V. Tumbrtdge (1837), 2 M. & W. 223,. per Pahkb, B. ; Cotton ▼. 
Goaudn (1840), 7 M. & W. 147; Brandon v. Newinffiim (1842), 3 Q. B. 916; 
Hesheth v. Fatoceti (1843), 11 M. & W. 366 ; Dixon v. Clark (1848), 6 0. U. 366). 
In the case of a debt owed by two or more persons jointly it is sufficient if 
the demand is made to any one of them (PrtrMV. Bowles and Spibey {1816), iStark, 
323). The principle that a plea of tender is not available in the case of a 
demand made before the tender is of no practical imp>rtance in the case of 
contracts to pay money, since formal pleadings were abolished by the J udicature 
Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Tict. o. 66). 

(») Coorey. (kdlatoay (1794), 1 Bsp. 116; CWesv. Be«(1809), 1 Camp. 478, n. 

(A) Deem v. James (18^), 4 B. A 646. 
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around (i). A tender of part of an entire debt is bad, but if the 

itelns of the claim are separable a tender may be made in respect Excuses for 

of separate items, provided it is appropriated by the debtor to the Non-per- 

specific items (fc). A tender of the balance of a debt after setting forr^ce. 

off, without the consent of the creditor, the amount of a debt 

presently due from the creditor to the debtor, is not strictly a 

legal tender (Z), though, at the present day, having regard to the 

system of pleading under the Judicature Acts and Rules, and the 

discretion of the judge as to costs, it would have the same practical 

effect (m). A reduction of the debt to the amount of the tender by 

a set-off accruing afterwards does not make the tender effectual (n). 

A tender may be made in coin or, in the case of a sum above five 
pounds, by Bank of England notes, except in the case of a tender 
by the Bank of England or any of its branches (o). There must be 
an actual production of the money at the time of the tender^ 
unless this is dispensed with by the creditor either expressly or by 
implication (p). If the debtor tells his creditor that he has come 
for the purpose of paying a specified amount, and the creditor says 
that it is too late, or is insufficient in amount, or otherwise indicates 
that he will not accept the money, the actual production is thereby 


(i) Wade^B Case (1601), 6 Co. Eep. 114a; Black v. Smith (1792), Peake, 121 ; 
Betterheey. Davis (1811), 3 CaiM. 70; Robinson v. Cook (ISis), 6 Taunt. 336; 
Cad'tnan ▼. Lubbock (1824), 5 iJow. & By. (K. B.) 289 ; Dean v. James (1833), 
4 B. & Ad, 546 ; Beoans V, Rees (1839), 6 M. & W. 306. 

(^) IKxon V, Clark (1848), 6 C, B. 865 ; James v. Vane {Lord Harry) (I860), 
2 E. & E. 883. In such a case the debtor can appropriate the amount tendered 
to such items as he pleases, but if he fails to do so at the time of the tender, 
it will not operate as a tender of any of the items unless it is sufficient to dis- 
charge the whole debt {Hardingham v. Alien (1848), 5 0. B. 793). 

(Z) Searles v. Sadgrave (1855), 5 E. & B. 639 ; Fhillpotta v. Clifton (1861), 10 
W. E. 135. 

(m) See title Set-off and Countbbclaim. 


(n) Cotton V. Godwin (1840), 7 M. & W. 147. 

(o) Bank of England Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 98), s. 6. The words of the 
statute are ** a tender of a note or notes of the Bank of England . . . shall be a 
legal tender, to the amount expressed in such note or notes, and shall be taken 
to be valid as a tender to such amount for all sums above five pounds on all 
occasions on which any tender of money may be legally made.” It seems that 
this has been generally understood as preventing a five-pound note being legal 
tender for a sum of five pounds, though a five-pound note and a penny 
would be good tender for £5 0«. Id., and two five-pound notes would be good 
tender for £10, and it has long been accepted that only for sums above five 
pounds can notes be tendered ; see, per Jessel, M.E., in Suffell v. Bank of 
England (1882), 9 ^ B. D. 555, 0. A., at p. 563. Gold coins are a legal tender 
for any amount ; silver coins for an amount not exceeding forty shillings ; and 
bronze coins for an amount not exceeding one shilling (Coinage Act, 1870 
(33 A 34 Viet. c. 10), s. 4). Every contract which involves a liability to pay 
money must be made according to the currency which is made legal tender by 
that Act, unless the contract is made according to the currency of some British 
possession or some foreign State (t5id., s. 6). See title Constitutional Law, 
Vol. VI,, pp. 461 et seq» 

(p) Thomas v. Evans (1808), 10 East, 101 ; Olasscotty. Day (1803), 5 Esp. 48 ; 
Huxham v. Smith (1809^ 2 (>amp. 19 ; Ryder v. Townsend {Lord C.) (1825), 7 
Dow. & By. (ic. B.) 119. As to what is a sufficient production of the money, see 
Alemnder r. Brown (1824), I 0. & F. 288; Leatherdakv. Sweepstone (1828), 3 
0* & P. 342. 
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dispensed with, and there is a good tender of the amount mentioned 
by the debtor ( 3 ). 

A tender by bill or cheque, or notes of a bank other than the 
Bank of England, is not a legal tender ; but if on such a tender 
being made the creditor refuses to accept it on the ground that a 
larger sum is due, or on any ground other than th*e form of the 
tender, to which he does not make any objection, he will be con- 
sidered to waive the objection to the nature of the tender as regards 
form (r). 

861. Where a debt is expressly made payable on a particular 
day, a tender made after the date for payment is strictly not a legal 
tender (a), but, provided it is made before the commencement of an 
action for the recovery of the debt, it will, as a general rule, have 
the same effect as a legal tender (&). In the case of a contract for 
the sale of goods, an invalid tender does not prevent the seller from 
subsequently making a valid tender, provided it is made within the 
time limited for delivery of the goods (c). 

862. A tender must be unconditional. If it is made on such 
terms that the creditor would by taking the money be precluded 
from afterwards claiming that a larger amount was due, as, for 
instance, if the debtor requires a receipt in full discharge, or a 
receipt expressed to be for rent due to a particular day, the tender is 
bad (d ) ; but a tender is not invalidated by the fact that it is made 
“under protest,” or is accompanied by a statement that the 
amount is all that the debtor considers to be due, provided that the 
creditor is not required to make any admission as a condition of his 
taking the money (e). Whether a tender accompanied by any such 
statement is conditional or unconditional is a question of fact in 


( 9 ) Be Farley, Ex forte Dankt 0852), 2 De Q. M. & Q. 936 ; Finch t. Brook 
(1834), 1 Bing. (n. oO 253 ; Blow v. Smith (1792), Peake, 121 ; Harding v. 
Baviee (1825), 2 (5. & P. 77 ; Douglat v. Patri^ (1790), 3 Term Eep. 683; The 
Ownere of the “ Norway ” v. Aehhume; The “ Norway ” (1865), 3 Moo. P. C. C. 
8 ^ 

(r) FolgloBi v. 0/u*«r (1831), 2 Cr. & J. 15 ; Jones y. Arthur (1840), 8 Dowl. 
442; He Steam Stoker (Jo. (lo76), L. E. 19 Eq. 416; Wright v. Re^ (1790), 8 
Term Bep. 554; Lockyer v. Jones (1796), Peake, 239, n. ; Tiley v. Courtier 
(1817), 2 Cr. & J. 16, n. ; Johnston v. Biryes, [1899] 2 Oh. 73. 

(а) Hume v. Prploe (1807), 8 East, 168 ; Poole v. Tumhridge (1837), 2 M. & W. 
223; Dixon v. Clark (1848), 5 0. B. 365; Ddbie v. Larkan (1855), 10 Exch. 
776. 

(б) The fact that the creditor h^ instructed a solicitor to take proceedings 
does not affect the validity of a tender made before the proceedings were 
actually commenced {Briggs y. Calverly (1800), 8 Term Sep. 629 ; Moffat v. 
Parsons (1814), 5 Taunt. 307). 

(c) Borrowman y. Free (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 500, 0. A. Bee for further details as to 
the tender of goods under a contract of sale, title Sale of Gk>OD8. 

(d) Evans y. Judkins (1815), 4 Camp. 156; Laing y. Meader (1824), 1 0. ft P. 

257 ; Strong y. Harvey (1825), 3 Bing. 304 ; Hough y. May (1^6), 4 Ad. ft EL 
954 ; StUion y. Hawkins (1838), 8 0. ft P. 259 ; Hastings IMarguis) y. Thorleu 
(1838), 8 0. ft P. 573; Henwood y. Oliver (1841), 1 Q. B. 409; Foord y. Noil 
(1842), 2 Dowl. (n. s.) 617 ; BowenY. Owen (1847), 11 Q. B. 130; OlasscoUY.Day 
(1803), 5 48 ; Finch y. Miller (1848), 5 0. B. 428. 

(e) Robinson y. Ferreday (1839), 8 0. ft P. 752 ; Manning y. Lunn (1845), 2 
Car. ft Kir. 13 ; ScoU y. Uxbridge and Rickmansworth Rail. Co, (1866^ L. E. 
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each particular case (/). A tender is not invalid merely because 
the debtor asks for a receipt, if he does not make it a condition of 
payment (g). Even if he makes it a condition, the creditor will be 
precluded from taking the objection if he refuses to accept the 
money on some other groimd (h). 

863. A tender need not be made to the creditor personally ; it 
may be made to any person authorised or held out as being 
authorised by him to receive payment on his behalf (t). A person 
authorised to accept a tender has no implied authority to accept a 
cheque in payment, unless it can be shown that it is usual in the 
ordinary course of the particular business to take payment by 
cheque (k). In the case of a debt owing to two or more persons 
jointly a tender made to one of the joint creditors on behalf of all 
operates as a tender to them all (Q. A tender may be made by an 
agent if he has been authorised by the debtor to make it, or if his 
act has been subsequently ratified by the debtor (m). 

Bub-Sect. 2. — Be$ciuion hy New Agreement. 

864. A contract may be discharged at any time before breach 
by a new agreement made between the parties (n). Such new 
agreement may either simply rescind the original contract or alter its 
terms and substitute a new contract in its place. 

In order to operate as a discharge of the original contract the 
new agreement must possess all the attributes which are requisite 

1 C. P. 696; Bowen v. Owen (1847), 11 Q. B. 130; Henwood v. Oliver (1841), 

1 Q. B. 409 ; Jones v. Bridgman (1878), 39 L. T. 600 ; Sweny v. Smith (1869), 
L. II. 7 Eq. 324 ; Greenwood v. Sutcliffe, [1892] 1 Ch. 1, 0. A 

(/) Marsden v. Ooode (1846), 2 Car. & Kir. 133; E^tein Reynolds (1837), 
7 Ad. & El. 80. 

(g) Jones v, Arthur (1840), 8 Dowl. 442. ^ Whether requiring a receipt as 
a condition of parent invalidates a tender is open to question. In Laing y. 
Header (1834), 1 0. & P. 267, it was held that it did, and this is probably good 
law in the case of sums under £2. But a refusal to give a stamped receipt on 
payment of £2 or upwards renders the creditor liable to a penalty (Stamp Act, 
1891 r54 & 66 Yict. a 39), s. 103), and therefore the debtor would, in such a 
case, oy insisting on a receipt, merely be requiring the creditor to fulfil a legal 
obligation, whicm could hardly be held to make the tender conditional (see 
Richardson v. Jackson (1841), 8 M. & W. 298). See as to stamp on receipt, 
p. 462, poste 

{h) Richardson v. Jackson, supra. 

(i) Ooodland v. Blewith (1808), 1 Camp. 477 ; Moffat v. Parsons (1814), 6 
Taunt. 307 ; Kirton v. Braithwaite (1836), 1 M. & W. 310 ; Wcdson v. Hetherington 
(1843), 1 Car. & Kir. 36; Finch y. Boning (1879), 4 C. P. D. 143. A bailiff 
authorised to distrain for rent has implied authority to receive a tender of rent 
and expenses {Hatch y. Hale (1860), 16 Q. B. 10), but not a man who is merely 
left in possession by the bailiff {Boston y. Reynolds (1869), 29 L. J. (q. b.) 11). 

(Ip) ulumherg y. Life Inieresits and Reversionary Securities Corporalion, [1897] 
1 Ch. 171 ; affirmed on facts, [1898] 1 Ch. 27, C. A See p. 447, post. 

e Douglas y. Patrick (1790), 3 Term Eep. 683. 
t) Read y. Oddring (1813), 2 M. & S. 86 ; Harding y. Davies (1826), 2 0. &P. 
77. In the former case it was held that a tender by an agent of the whole sum 
demanded by the creditor was good, fdthough the debtor h^ only authorised 
him to tender a smaller sum, and he had offered tihe rest at his own risk. As to 
the authority of an agent in general and the ratification of acts done by an 
agent without authority, see titie Aoenoy, Vol. I., p. 146. 

(n) King y. Gillett (1840), 7 M. & W. 56; Hohson y. Oowl^ (1858), 27 I* J. 
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to constitute a valid contract (a). A promise made without 
consideration, or not in the form required hy law, cannot have this 
effect, although if the substituted agreement is in fact carried out 
in such a case it may operate as a waiver of the obligations imposed 
by the original contract (b). 

If the original contract is one which is required by law to he made 
in writing, it cannot he varied hy a new verbal agreement, even if 
the variation relates only to a part of the contract which, if it stood 
by itself, would not be required to be in writing (c). But in such a 
case the contract can be rescinded altogether by a verbal agree- 
ment (d). If the original contract, though made in writing, is one 
which is not required by law to be made in that form, it can be 
varied by a verbal agreement («). 

At common law a contract under seal could not he discharged 
or varied by a fresh agreement which was not made under seal (/) ; 
but this technical rule was not recognised in equity, and the rule 
of equity now prevails (jr). 

865. A contract cannot be rescinded in the strict legal sense 
of the term without the consent of both parties, and a mere 
intimation by one party of his intention not to perform his 
promise does not discharge the contract unless the other party 
elects to treat it as a breach of the contract {h ) ; but where one 
party by acts and conduct evinces an intention no longer to be 


(ex.) 205. In order to discharge the original contr^t it is not necessary that 
the new agreement should have been performed, as is required as a generu rule 
in the case of an accord and satisfaction discharging the right of action which 
accrues on a breach of contract {Taylor y. Hilary (1835), 1 Cr. M. & £• 741 ; 
Foster v. Dawher (1851), 6 Exch. 839). See p. 441, post, 

(a) Firth y. Midland Rail, Co, (1875), 44 L. J. (oH.) 313. As to the requisites 
of a yalid contract, see pp. 345 et ante. 

(h) See p. 423, posf. 

(c) Ooss y. Nugent {Lord) (1833), 5B. & Ad. 58 ; Harvey y. Oralham (1836), 5 
Ad. & El. 61 ; Stowell y. Robinson (1837), 3 Bing. (n. c.) 928 ; Stead y. Dawher 

S , 10 Ad. & El. 57; Marshall y. Lynn (1840), 6 M. & W. 109; Oiraud y. 

ond (1846), 2 0. B. 835 ; Noble y. Ward (1867), L. R 2 Exch. 135, Ex. Ch. ; 
Flevins y. Owning (1876), 1 0. P. D. 220 ; Sanderson y. Graves (1875), L. E. 10 
Exch. 234. Nor comd such an agreement be enforced in equity (Fich y. Jackson 
(1794), 4 Bro. C. 0. 514; Emmet y. Dewhurst (1851), 3 Mac. & G. 587). As to 
the enect in equity of part performance of the new agreement, see p. 381, ante. 

{d) Goman y. Salisbury (1684), 1 Vem. 240 ; Price y. Dyer (1810), 17 Vea 
356; Robinson v. Page (1826), 3 Buss. 114; Goss y. Nugent^ suprai Vez/sy y. 
Rashleigh, [1904] 1 cL 634. 

(e) Goss y. Nugent^ supra. 

If) Kaye y. Waghom (1809), 1 Taunt. 428 ; Doe d. Muston y. Gladwin (1845), 
6 Q. B. 953; Cordwent y. Hunt (1818), 8 Taunt 596 ; Selwyn’s Nisi Frius, 13ui 
^., pi 468. But a parol agreement not to enforce performanoe of the coyenants 
in a deed was yalid at common law (iVosA y. ArtMrong (1861), 10 0. B« (K. S.) 
259). 

(flr) Webb Y. Hewitt (1857), 3 E. & J. 438 ; Steeds y. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 
537 ; Judicature Act, 1873 (36 4 37 Viet c. 66), s. 25 (11). 

(A) Leigh y. Paterson (181^, 2 Moore (o. P.), 588 ; Phillpotts y. Evans (1839), 5 
M. 4W. 475; HeineJeey y. Earle {IS61), 8 E. 4 B. 410, Ex. Oh.; Michael y. 
Hart, [1902] 1 IL B. 482, C. A., affixed in H. L. on the facts. As to the right 
of the other party to treat such an intimation as a breach of the contract, see 
p. 438, post; and as to what acts amount to repudiation, see General Bittposting 
CO 0 T, AtUnson, [1909] A 0. 118, and other cases cited in next note. 
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bound by the contract, the other party will be justified in regarding 
himself as emancipated from continued liability under the 
contract (t). 

866. A rescission of the original contract, either wholly or in 
part, may be implied where^ the parties have subsequently entered 
into an agreement which is inconsistent with it {k) ; and where 
neither party has insisted upon the performance of the contract for 
a long period after it was made, it may be inferred that they 
intended to abandon it altogether. In that case the contract will 
be deemed to be rescinded although no express agreement to thin 
effect has been made (1). 

Where a contract that has been partly performed is rescinded, 
the question whether any claim can be made in respect of what has 
been done under the contract depends upon the intention of the 
parties, to be gathered from the terms of the new agreement (m). 

867. One of the modes in which a contract may be discharged 
by a new agreement is called novation. This occurs where a third 
person undertakes the obligations of the contract and his liability is 
accepted by the promisee in place of that of the original promisor (n). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Waiver. 

868. A contract may be discharged, either wholly or in part, 
before there has been any breach of it, by a waiver of the right to 
insist upon its performance (o). Where, for instance, one party 
consents at the request of the other to extend the time for per* 
formance or to accept performance in a different mode from that 
contracted for, although there is no binding agreement which 
prevents him from enforcing his rights under the contract, unless 
a fresh agreement is made under seal or he receives some 
consideration for his forbearance, still, if the new arrangement is 
in fact carried out, the obligation of the other party under the 
contract is discharged to the extent to which the promisee has 
waived his rights (p). 

(t) Oeneral Billposting Co, y, Atkinson, HI 909] A. 0. 118, see per Lord Collibb, 
at p. 122; Boston Deep Sea Fishing and Ice Co. y. Ansell (1888), 39 Ch. D. 339, 
per Bowen, L.J., at p. 365 ; and see also Freelh v. Burr (1874), L. E. 9 0. P, 
at p. 213 ; Mersey Steel Co. v. Naylor (1884), 9 Oas. 434. 

(k) Hunt y. South Eastern Rail. Co. (1875), 45 L. J. (o. B.) 87, H. L. ; Dodd y. 
Churton, [1897] 1 Q. B. 562, 0. A. ; Patmore v. Colburn (1834), 1 Or. M. & E. 
65 ; Thornhill y. Neats (1800), 8 0. B. (H. 8.) 831. As to the rescission of an 
agreement for separation bet^en husband and wife by a reconciliation and 
return to cohabiWion, see title Husband and Wife. 

(A Davis y, Bomford (1860), 6 H. & N. 245 ; Morgan y. Bain (1874), L. E. 10 
0. P. 15 : Bond y. Wolford (1886), 32 Ch. D. 238. 

(m) Lambum y. Cruden (1841), 2 Man. & G. 253 ; Patmore y. Colburn, supra. 
Ab to the return of premium where a partnership has been prematurely 
dissolved, see s. 40 of tne Partner^ip Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yiot. o. 39) ; and see 
title Pabtnershif. As to the effect of a new agreement in discharging a surety 
who guaranteed the performance of the originu contract, see title Guarantee. 

(n) Scarf y. Jardine (1882), 7 App. Cas. 345, per Lo^ Seebobne, L.O., at 
p. 351 : Commercial ^nk of Tasmania r. Jones, [1893] A. 0. 313, 0. A. This 
subject is dealt with in detail at pp. 505 et eeq., post . 

M Kelsey y. Dodd (1881), 52 L. J. (OH.) 34. Where there has been a breach 
of the contract, the right action wnioh thereupon accrues can be discharged 
by release. Seep. 451, port. 

(p) Foster y. iMU/ber (1851), 6 Ezdi. 839 ; Dobson v. Espie (1857), 2 11. ft N. 
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An exception to the rule that a waiver is not binding without 
consideration exists in the case of bills of exchange and promissory 
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after the maturity of the bm or note. Such renunciation must be 
in writing unless the bill or note is delivered up, but no considera- 
tion is required for it (j). 

r In the case of a contract which ja required by law to be in writing, 
although its terms cannot be varied^ by a fresh agreement^ that is 
not made in writing, there is nothing to prevent the parties from 
agreeing verbally to waive the stipulations of the contract as to 
the mode or time of performance ; and, if the contract is performed 
in accordance with such verbal agreement, the obligations which 
have been waived are discharged (r). 

SttB'Sect. 4 . — Alteration or Canedlation of ITnffen Contract, 

869. Any material alteration of a written contract which is 
intentionally made by the promisee without the consent of the 
promisor, whether by adding anything to the contract or by strik- 
ing out any part of it or otherwise, avoids the contract as against 
the person who would otherwise he liable upon it, even if the 
original words can still be read (<). The rule applies not only to 
contracts under seal, hut to all contracts in writing and written 
instruments (0* 

Where the contract is in the custody of the promisee or of his 
, agent, the other party is discharged, even if the alteration is made 
by a stranger without the knowledge of the promisee (a). The 
promisor is not discharged where the alteration was made by 
accident or mistake or by a stranger when the contract was not in 
the custody of the promisee (b) ; but the contract is avoided where 

79; McManiu v. Bark (1870), L. R. 6 Exch. 65; Williamt v. Stem (1879), 5 
Q. B. D. 409, C. A. As to the discharge of a contract by a new ag^meut, 
see p. 421, ante. 

{q) Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 61), ss. 62, 89. See title 
Bills of Ezchahoe, Pbouibsoky Notes, and Negotiable Instbuments, 
Yol. n., p. 651. 

(r) Stead ▼. Dawber (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 57 ; Moore t. Camphdl (1854), 10 
Exch. 323 ; Ogle v. Vane {Earl) (1868), L. R. 3 a B. 272, Ex. Ch. ; Tyert v. 
Jtoiedale and Ferryhill Iron Co, (1875), L. R. 10 Exch. 195, Ex. Ch. ; Hickman 
V. Haynes (1876), L. R. 10 0. P. 698; Leather-Clolh Co. v. Hierouimus (1875), 
L. R. 10 Q. B. 140 ; Flevins r. Downing (1876), 1 0. P. D. 220. 

(«) PigcVe Cate (1614), 11 Co. Rep. 26 b ; Fairlie v. Christie (1817), 7 Taunt. 
416; Laird v. Robertson (1791), 4 Bro. Pari. Caa 488. As to what amounts to 
a material alteration, see Suffell y. Bank of England (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 555 ; 
Suker y. Neale (1847), 1 Exch. 468 ; Be Howgate and Osborn, [1902] 1 Ch. 451. 

(<) Master y. Miller (1791), 4 Term Rep. 320, afi3rm^ (1793) 2 Hy. Bl. 141, 
Ex. Ch., 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., p. 767 ; Powell y. Divett (1812), 16 East, 29 ; 
Croockewit y. I'lstcher (1857), 1 U. & N. 893 (charterparty) ; Pattinson ▼. 
LuckleyilElS), L. R. 10 Ezcn. 338 (building contract) ; aettin y. Pries (1867), 
L. R. 2 Exch. 189; Langhom y. Cclogan (1812), 4 Taunt. 330. As to alteration of 
negotiable instruments, see title Bills of EzonANaB, Promissobt Notes, and 
Negotiable Instbvmerts, YoL n., pp. 614, 652, 676. 

(а) Davidson y. Cooper (1844), IS M. & W. 843, Ex. Ch. ; Bank of Hindostan, 
China and Japan y. Smith (1867), 86 L. J. (o. r.) 241 ; but see per Lord 
HsEScnELL in Lows y. Fom (1M7), 13 App. Oas. 206, at p. 217. 

(б) ArgoB {Lady) y. Cheney (16M), Fum. 402 ; Henfree y, Bromley (1806), 6 
East, 809; Baper y. Birlcbetik (1812), 16 East, 17 ; Wlkineon y. Johneon H824), 3 
B. & 0. 428 } Novlli y. Bosei (1881), 2 D. & Ad. 767. 
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the alteration was intentional, even if it was made under a mistake 
of law as to the legal effect of the document (c). If the alteration is 
made by the promisor or by someone for whose acts he is responsible, 
the contract is not avoided, but the other party is entitled to enforce 
it according to its original tenor (d), 

870 . The cancellation of a bond, or of a bill of exchange or pro- 
missory note, by or with the consent of the obligee or promisee, 
and with the intention of cancelling the obligation, discharges it (e). 
But a cancellation without the consent of the obligee or promisee, 
or by mistake or accident, without any intention to discharge the 
obligation, does not affect the liability of the parties (/). 

871 . In the case of an executory contract the obligation is dis- 
charged altogether by alteration or cancellation, even if the altera- 
tion relates only to one out of several distinct covenants (g ) ; but 
where the contract has been executed or partly executed the 
alteration or cancellation of it will not divest any property or right 
which has once vested under it (/<). 

872 . Where several persons are bound severally and not jointly 
by the same deed, the removal of the seal of one of the obligors does 
not discharge the others (i) ; and where an alteration is agreed to 
by some of the parties who are bound by the contract and not by 
others, the latter only are discharged (j). But the removal of the 
seal of one of two or more persons bound jointly or jointly and 
severally, animo cancellandi, discharges them all (k). A deed 
between several parties may be altered by consent of parties who 
have not executed it, after execution by some of the parties, if the 
alteration in no way affects the rights or liabilities of the parties 
who have already executed the instrument (/). 


(c) Bank of Hindottan, China and Japan v. Smith (1867), 36 L. J. (o. r.) 241. 

Pattin$on v. Luddey (1875), L. B. 10 Exch. 330. 

(«) 3 Preston, Abstracts of Titles, 103 ; Seaton y. Henson (1678), 2 Ley. 220 ; 
Alsager y. Close (1842), 10 M. & W. 676 ; Bolton y. Carlisie {Bishop) (1793), 
2 Hy. Bl. 260; Harrison y. Owen (1738), 1 Atk. 620 ; OUbertv. Wetkerell (1826), 
2 Sim. & St. 264 ; Warwick y. Rogers (1845), 6 Man. & Q. 362 ; Prince y. Oriemlal 
Bank (1878), 3 App. Cas. 325. 

■(/) Re Smith, Ex parte Smith (1843), 3 Mont. D. & De G. 378 ; Raper v. 
Birkbeck ^812), 15 East, 17 ; Wilkinson y. Johnson G824), 3 B. & 0. 428; 
Bolton y. Carlisle {Bishop), supra ; Re Dixon, Heynes y. Dixon, [1900] 2 Ch. 661 , 
0. A. ; Novelli y. Rossi (1831), 2 B. & A4 767 ; Perrott y. Perrott (1812), 14 
East, 428. 

(gO Pigot's Case (161^, 11 Co. Eep. 26 b; Mdllett y. Wackerharth (1847), 6 
0. B. 181, per Maule, 3., at p. 193. 

(A) Bolton -y, Carlisle {Bishop), supra; Roe d. Berkel^{EarJ)v. York {Archbishop) 
(1806), 6 East, 86 ; Langhorn y. Cologan (1812), 4 Taunt. 330 ; Doe d. Lewis y. 
Bingham (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 672 ; Hutchins y. Sco« (1837), 2 M. & W. 809 ; Weri 
y. Sleward{l8i^, 14 M. & W. 47 ; Agrieuttural CatUe Insurance Co. y. Fitzgerald 
(1861), 16 a B. 432; ITord (Lord) y. Lumley (1860), 6 H. & N. 87, 666; 
Oreen y. Attenborough (1864), 3 H. & 0. 468, Ex. Cb. ; Pattinson y. Luekley, 
supra. 

(t) Cottins V. Prosser (1823), 1 B. & 0. 682. 

U) Laird y. Robertson (1791), 4 Bro. Park Cas. 488; Langhorn y. Cologan, suprai 
OampbeB y. Christie (1817), 2 Stark. 64 ; Fairiie y. Christie (1817), 7 Taunt. 416. 

{k) Seaton y. Henson, supra; Bayly y. Oar/ord (1641), March, 126 ; Coilins y 
Prosser, supra. 

(1) Doe d. Lewis y. Bingham, luprei. 
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873. In order to have the effect of discharging the contract the 
alteration must be material, that is to say, it must be one which 
alters the legal effect of the instrument (m). An alteration which 
merely expresses what would otherwise have been implied is 
immaterial and does not affect the liability under the contract (n). 

874. Where an alteration which is inconsistent with the terms 
of the contract is made with the consent of both parties, this 
amounts to a new agreement which supersedes the original con* 
tract (o) ; but an alteration which consists merely in filling in 
details which were agreed upon before the contract was signed, or 
in correcting a mistake which was made in reducing the contract 
to writing, only expresses more correctly the original intention of 
the parties, and does not amount to a new agreement or affect the 
liabiUty under the contract (p). Whether a particular alteration 
was made before or after the execution of the instrument is a 
matter of evidence. In the case of a deed, at any rate, the pre- 
sumption is that it was made before execution, because it could not 
have been properly made afterwards (d). 

875. The loss or accidental destruction of a written contract 
does not discharge the parties liable under it, but only affects the 
mode of proving its contents (r). 

Sxtb-Sect. 5. — ImpoiBilnlity of Performance. 

876. Impossibility of performance does not as a rule discharge 
the liability under a contract, but in certain cases the promisor is 


(m) MoUeii Y. TFack^harth (1847), 5 G. B. 181 (addition to sold note of the 
words *^of their own manufacture” held a material alteratiou); AldousY. 
CcmwtU (1868), L. B. 3 Q. B. 673 (addition to promissory note of words on 
demand” held immaterial) ; Ellesmere Brewery Co. y. Cooper ^ [1?^^] 1 Q* J 
Re Howgate and Osborne' $ Contract^ [1902] 1 Ch. 461 (immaterial alteration of 
name in mortgage]; CrediUm {Bishop) y. Exeter {Bishop) ^ [1906] 2 Ch. 465 
(immaterial alteration of date of deed). An alteration in the number of a Bank 
of England note is, however, considers material, although it does not vary the 
contr^t, because such a note is port of the cuirency, and the number is a 
material part of the instrument (Suffell v. Bank of England (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 
666, G. A. ; Leeds Bank v. Walker (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 84). See, further, title 
Deeds and other Instbuhents. 

(u) Waugh v. Bussell (1814), 6 Taunt. 707 ; Banderson v. Bgmonds (1819), 1 
Broa. & Bing. 426 ; Trew v. Burton (1833), I Or. &M. 633 ; Wo<d v. Black (1868), 
li. B. 3 Q. B. 379 ; see Cariss v. 'Pattersall (1811), 2 Man. & Q. 890. 

(o) As to the discharge of a contract by a new agreement, see p. 421, ante. 

{p) Black V. Oompertz (1862), 7 Exch. 862 ; Ad^ts v. Hives (1863), 33 Beav. 
62 ; Hudson v. Revett (1829), 2 Moo. & P. 663, 692 ; Wopd v. Black (1868), L. B. 3 
Q. B. 379 ; Eagleton v. QuUeridge (1843), 11 M. & W. 466 ; Falmouth {Earl) v. 
Roberts (1842), 9 M. A W. 469 ; Re IlowgaJle and Osbornes Contract^ [1902] 1 Gh. 
461 ; and see Gardner v. Walsh (1866), 6 K & B. 83, and Calton v. Simpson 
(1839), 8 Ad. & EL 136. 

Doe A. Tatum v. Oatomore (1861), 16 Q. B. 746 ; Simmons y, RudaR (1861), 
1 bun (e. 8.) 115, at p. 136. As to the altexution of a bill of ezcl^nge, see s. 64 
of the Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (46 ft 46 Yict. o. 61); Bank of Montreal 
V. Exhibit and Trading Co. (1906), 11 Com. Gas. 260; and title Bills os 
Exghanos, Frohissoby Notes, and Negotiable Instbukents, VoL IL, 
pp. 662 et sea, ; and as to the discharge of a surety by an alteration of the 
agreement between the creditor and the prindnal debtor, see title Ghabantee* 
(r) See title EvxDBNcai. As to the rirate of the holder of a bill of exchange 
wmik has been lost, see as. 69 and 70 of the Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (ib 
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excused from performing his promise if it is shown that perform- 
ance is impossible without any default on his part. 

A promise which is manifestly^ incapable of performance either in 
fact or in law at the time when it is made cannot form a binding 
contract, because there is no real consideration (s) ; and where the 
subject-matter of the contract has without the knowledge of either 
party ceased to exist before the contract was made, the contract is 
void on the ground of mistake (t). 

877. Impossibility, as an excuse for non-performance, must as 
a general rule be a physical or legal impossibility, and not merely 
an impossibility with reference to the ability and circumstances of 
the promisor (o). 

A party who has made an absolute promise is not discharged 
from habiiity if it afterwards appears that it is impossible for him 
to perform the contract, even though this is not due to any default 
on bus part (b). Jt is his own fault if he runs the risk of under- 
taking to perform an impossibility (c). Where the impossibility of 
performance was known to the promisor at the time when the 
contract was made, but not to the promisee, the former will be 
taken to have made an absolute promise (d). Even if the impossi- 
bility is caused by what is called the act of God, the promisor is 
not in such a case excused from performing his promise {e). The 
ordinary rule is that, where the law creates a duty, and the person 

& 46 Yiot. c. 61), and title BiLts OF Exchakoe, Pbomissobt Notes, 
Negotiable Instbuments, Vol. n., p. 514. 

1«) See p. 385, ante; The Salvador (1905), 25 T. L. B. 384. 

(Q See titles Mistake ; Sale of Goods. 

(o) Thomborow v. WhUacre (1706), 2 Ld. Baym. 1164 (the geometrical pro- 

S ession case). The real ground of the decision in this case seems to have ^en 
at the promise was on ahsolute one, and it is perhaps of little practical import- 
ance nowadays. But the distinction between a natural or legal and a merely 
relative impossibility should not be lost sight of. 

(5) Paradine v. Jane (1647), Aleyn, 26 ; Bullock v. Dommitt (1796), 6 Term Bep. 
650 (general covenant by lessee to repair obliges him to rebuild in case of destruc- 
tion by accidental fire) ; Bute {Marquis) v. Thompson (1844), 13 M. & W. 487 ; 
mils y. Sughrue (1846), 15 M. & W. 253 (performance of contract to proceed to 
a particular place and there load a full cargo of guano not excused by the 
circumstance that no guano could be found there on arrival) ; Jones v. St. John's 
College (1870), L. B. 6 Q. B. 115 (undertaking in building contract to com- 
plete the work by a specified time, the contract providing for additions and 
alterations, held absolute to complete within the time fixed, and not subject to 
any implied condition that the additions and alterations should be such as 
might reasonably be completed within the time) ; Be Arthur, Arthur v. Wynne 
(1880), 14 Ch. D. 603 (where a man covenanted to insure his life, it was held to 
be no excuse for a breach of the covenant that the life had become uninsurable 
owing to ill-health); M' Donald v. TForkiwyttm Corporation (1893), 9 T. L. B. 
230, 0. A. ; Ashmore A Son v. C. 8. Cox A Co., QOw] 1 Q. B. 436 ; Baity v. De 
Cremigny (1869), L. B. 4 Q. B. 180, at p. 185. Reference may also be made to 
Brecknock Canal Co. v. Pritchard (1796), 6 Term Bep. 750 (covenant to 
repair bridge) ; and see the observations of WuxES, J., in Lloyd v. Ombert 
(1865), L. B. 1 Q. B. 115, Ex. Oh. 

(e) Hcde v. Sawson (1858), 4 0. B. (k. 8.) 85. As to the defence of impossibility 
in actions for specifio performance, see title Bfeoifio Pbbfobuakck. 

{d) Wild V. Harris (1849), 7 0. B. 999; MUhoard v. Littiewood (1850), 5 
Exch. 776; Ashcroft v. Crow Orchard OoUien Co. (1874), L. B. 9 Q. B. 640. 

(e) Hall V. Wrigfd (1850), E. B. & E. 766, Ex. Oh., per Maktut, B., at p. 789* 
Kichch V. Marsland (1876), 8 Ex. D. 1, 0. A., at p. 4. 
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on whom it is imposed is disabled from performing it, without any 
default of his own, by the act of God or the King’s enemies, the law 
will excuse him ; but when a person by his own contract uncon- 
ditionally undertakes a duty he is bound to perform it or take 
the consequences, notwithstanding any accident by inevitable 
necessity (/). 

878. An act of God (g), in the legal sense of the term, may be 
defined as an extraordinary occurrence or circumstance which 
could not have been foreseen and which could not have been 
guarded against (It) ; or, more accurately, as an accident due to 
natural causes, directly and exclusively without human interven- 
tion, and which could not have been avoided by any amount of 
foresight and pains and care reasonably to be expected of the 
person sought to be made liable for it, or who seeks to excuse himself 
on the ground of it (i). The occurrence need not be unique, nor 
need it be one that happens for the first time; it if enough that it is 
extraordinary, and such as could not reasonably be anticipated (/;). 
The mere fact that a phenomenon has happened once, when it does 
not carry with it or import any probability of a recurrence — when, in 
other words, it does not imply any law from which its recurrence 
can be inferred — does not prevent that phenomenon from being 
an act of God (k). It must, however, be something overwhelming 
and not merely an ordinary accidental circumstance (i), and it must 
not arise from the act of man (m). 

The following amongst other occurrences have been held to be 
acts of God : A violent storm at sea (n), an extraordinarily high 


(/) NiehoU v. Afar»/and (1876), 2 Ex. D. 1, 0. A.; River Wear Commieaionen 
V. Adanuon (1877), 2 App. Caa. 743. 

{g) The expression vie major has a larger si^fication, and includes the 
King’s enemies” as well as the act of Ood; see per Tindal, C.J., in 
Simmone v. Norton (1831), 7 Bing. 640, at p. 648. The act of Qod is distinct 
from “inevitable accident” ; see per Lord Maxsiixld, O.J., Trent and Mereeg 
Navigation v. Wood (1783), 4 Doug. (k. b.) 287, at p. 290 ; Forward v. Pittard 
(1783), 1 Term Bep. 27, at p. 33. 

For the law as to the defence of inevitable accident in case of collision at sea, 
see title Shipfino Ain> Navigation. 

a Pandorf v. Hamilton (1886), 17 Q B. D. 670, 0. A., at p. 676, where 
Esbeb, M.B., said that the term did “ not mean the act of God in the 
ecclesiastical and biblical sense, according to which almost everything is said to 
be the act of God ” (see note (m), infra. 

(0 Nugent v. Smith (1876), 1 0. P. D. 423, 0. A., at p. 434, reversing S. 0. 
(1876), 1 0, P. D. 19. 

(A:) Nitro-Pkosphate and Odame CJtemical Manure Co. v. London and St. 
Katharine Docks Co. (1878), 9 Ch. D. 303, 0. A., per Fax, J., at pp. 615, 616. 
See also Dixon v. Metropolitan Board of Works (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 418, at pp. 
4 'll, 422. 

(/) Oakley v. Portsmouth and Byde Steam Packet Co. (1866), 11 Exch. 618, 
at p. 623. 

(m) The act of God is “something in opposition to the act of man,” per 
Lord Mansfield, 0. J., in Forward v. Pittaid (1786), 1 Term Bep. 27, at p. 33. 
“The act of Ood is a natural necessity, and inevitably such, as winds, storms 
etc.,” per Lord Mansfield, O.J., in Trent and Mersey Navigation v. Wood 
(1783), as reported 3 Esp. at p. 131. 

(n) Nugent v. Smith, supra; River Wear Commissionert v. Adamson (1877), 2 
App. Cas. 743. 
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tide(o), an unprecedented rainfall (p), an extraordinary flood ($), 
an earthquake (r), an extraordinary & 0 Bt (s), an extraordinary enow- 
fall (t), fire caused by lightning (u), death (w), lunacy (a), and 
illnees (b). 

On the other hand, it has been held that the gnawing by rats of 
a hole in a pipe of a ship, through which the sea water came in 
and damaged the cargo ^c), a fog(d), an ordinary fall of snow («), 
and fire not caused by lightning (/) were not acts of God. 

879. If a promise is made in an alternative form and one 
alternative is impossible to perform, the promisor must as a 
general rule perform the other (p) ; but where the performance of 
the other alternative, both alternatives being possible at the time 
of the contract, has become impossible by act of God, the question 
whether the promisor is bound to perform the other or is altogether 
excused depends on the intention of the parties, to be ascertained 
from the nature and terms of the contract and the circumstances of 
the particular case (k). 

880. If a promise is the terms of the contract made con- 
ditional upon the possibility of performance, the liability of the 
promisor is discharged where performance of the contract turns out 
to be impossible without any default on his part. Such a condition 
may be expressed in the contract, or may be implied from the 


M Nichoh y. Mar$land (1876), 2 Ex. D. 1, C. A., afiSrming S. G. (1875) L. E. 
10 Ex. Ch. 255. 

(®) Ibid,; Thoma$ v. Birmingham Canal Co. (1879), 49 L. J. (q. b.) 851 ; 43 
L. T. 435. It must be sudi a rainfall as could not reasonably have been antici- 
pated, and not merely an unusual rainfall such as the defendant ought to have 
been prepared for {Dixon y. Metropolitan Board of World (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 
418). 

(^) 1 bid. An extraordinary flood or tide means such a flood as no reasonable 
person would anticipate, per Bbett, M.£., in B. y. Essvx Commissioners of 
Sewers (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 561, C. A., at p. 581, affirmed in H. L., sub nom. 
Fobbing Commissioners of Sewers y, R, (1886), 11 App. Gas. 449. 

(r) Ibid.j at p. 5. 

(«) Blyth y. Birmingham Waterworks Co. (1856), 11 Exch. 781. 

(t) Briddon y. Qreat Northern Rail. Co. (1858), 28 L. J. (ex.) 51. 

(u) Keighlejfs Case (1609), 10 Go. Bep. 139 a, 140. 

Iw) R. y. Leicestershire Justices (1850), 15 Q. B. 88; Pell y. LinneU (1868), 
L. R 3 G. P. 441, 443. 

Re Birdf Bird y. Cross (1894), 8 E. 326. 

Cuckson y. Stones (1858), 1 E. & E. 248, at p. 256 ; K y. Raschen 

(1878), 38 L. T. 38, per Gleasbt, B., at p. 40. 

(c) Pandorf y. Hamilton (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 670, G. A. See especially at 
pp. 675, 684. On appeal the H. L. reyersed the G. A. on the ground that the 
injury arose from the dangers and accidents of the sea,” but the point as to 
the act of Qod was not eyen raised on the appeal. See Dale y. Hodl (1750), 
1 Wils. 281. Gompare Carstairs y. Taylor (1871), L. B. 6 Exch. 217. 

(d) Liver Alkali Co. y. iTbAnaon (1874), L. B. 9 Exch. 338. 

) Fenwick y. Schmalz (1868), ij. B. 3 0. P. 313, 316. 

^) Forward y. Pittard (1785), 1 Term Bep. 27, 33. See also, as to act of 
generally, titles Gabbiebs, Yol. lY., p. 8 ; Nbgliqbnob ; Snippma and 

NAViaATION. 

{g) Da Costa y. Davis (1798), 1 Bos. & P. 242 ; BvdeiMarguis) y. Thompson 
(1844), 13 M. & W. 487 ; Barkworth y. Toung (1856), 4 Drew. 1. 

(^ Barkworth y. rouTi^, supra, at pp. 24, 25, oxA cues there cited ;^An(ferHfi 
y. Vommerciai Union Assurance Co. (1885), 

Bowen, L. J. 


55 L. J. (a. B.) 145, 0. An per 
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nature or the subjeot-matter of the contract and the surrounding 
circumstances ({)• 

Where it appears from the nature of the contract and the 
surrounding circumstances that the parties have contracted on the 
basis that some specified thing, without which the contract cannot 
be fulfilled, will continue to exist, or that a future event which 
forms the foundation of the contract will take place, the contract, 
though in terms absolute, is to be construed as being subject to an 
implied condition, that if before breach performance becomes im- 
possible without default of either party and owing to circumstances 
which were not contemplated when the contract was made, the 
parties are to be excused from further performance (j). In such 
a case the contract is not avoided ab initio in the absence of any 
express provision to that effect {k), but each party will be left in the 
position in which he is found at the time when performance of the 
contract is ascertained to be impossible, and no legal right which 


, v. Thompson (1844), 13 

0. B. (n. 8.) 85 (agreement for the 


(t) The question whether a particular promise is absolute or not is one of 
construction in each case [Elliott v. Crutchtey, [1906] A. 0. 7 ; Ee Arthur^ Arihm 
V. Wynnt (1880), 14 Ch. D. 603 (contract to insure held not excused by subse- 
quent illness rendering insurance impossible) ; Cliff wd (Lord) v. Watts (1870), 

L. B. 5 0. P. 577 (covenant in a mining lease to dig not less than 1,000 tons 
of clay in each year held conditional on there being sufficient clay to make the 
performance possible), explaining Buts (Marquis) 

M. & W. 487 ; EaU v, Rawson (1858), 4 

sale of goods to be delivered on the arrival of a certain vessel held an 
absolute contract to deliver in the event of the ship arriving, and not 
conditional on the goods arriving with the vessel); Jonss v. 8L John's Ccllegs 
(1870), L. B. 6 Q. B. 115; Thorn y, London Corporation (187^, 1 App. Cas. 120, 
Compare Turner y, Qddsmith^ [1891] 1 Q. B. 544, 0. A., and Emmsns v. Elderton 
(1853), 4 H, L, Cas. 624, with v. Forwood (1876), 1 App. Cas. 256; Northey 
V. Trevillion (1902), 7 Com. Cas. 201 ; and Bovine^ Lid, v. Dent and Wilkinson 
(1904), 21 T. L. B. 82 ; and see the cases cited in the following note). As to the 
construction of charterparties and bills of lading, and especially of clauses in 
such documents relating to excepted risks, see title Shipping and Navigation. 

At common law the contract of a common carrier is construed as being 
subject to an implied condition exempting him from liability in respect of loss 
occasioned by me act of God or the King’s enemies. Sm title OABEixns, 
Vol. IV,, p. 8. 

(/) Taylor v. Caldwell (1863), 3 B. & 8, 826 (contract for the letting of a 
music-^11 for the puipose of giving concerts on four specified days held subject 
to an implied conmtion that the nail continued to exist, and, it having been 
accidentally burnt down, that the parties were excused from performance); 
Appleby V. Myers (1867), L. R 2 0. P, 651, Ex. Ch. (similar case); Howell v. 
Coudand (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 258, 0. A. (sale of 200 tons of potatoes to be ^own 
on the seller’s iani during a particular season held subject to an implied con- 
dition that the seller was to be excused if, without any default on his part, the 
crop failed and delivery became impossible) ; Hayward Brdhers^ Ltd, v. Danid 
d: Son (1904), 91 L. T. 319 ; Nickoll and Knight y, Ashton^ Eldridge d Co, [19011 
2 K. B. 126, 0. A, (contract for sale of cargo to be shipped by a specified vessel 
held subject to an implied condition that me vessel should at the time specified 
for shipment be in existence as a cargo-carrying vessel) ; Krdl v. Hennf^ [1903] 
2 KB. 740, C. A. ; Lumsden y. Barton <fc Co, (1902), 19 T, R B. 53 ; £lsr ^ 


Steam Boat Co, v. Hutton^ 


Jems Bay 


^ 2 K. B. 683, 0. A. ; Be Arthur^ Arthur y, 
Wynne (1880), 14 Ch. D. 603 ; BaCy v. De Cre^pigny (1869), L. B. 4 Q. B. 180 

{ landowner who covenanted for himself and his assigns not to build oh the land 
leld discharged by the compulsory acquisition of the land hj a railway oompany 
under statutory powers); but see The Salvador (1909), 25 T. L. R 384 (oonWot 
to take dxif across Atlantio ; ship incapable of undertaking the voyage). 

® instances of such a provision, see Victoria Seats Agency y, Pwet (I902)t 
19T.L.E. 16; Fenton y, Victoria Seats Agency (1902), 19 T. L. R 17; Ellioti 
V. OrutcMey, [1906] A. 0. 7. . v vf 
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has already accnied under the contract will be disturbed. Thus 
payment can still be enforced of any money which was payable 
under the contract before that time, but not of any money which 
had not then become due, and money that has been already paid 
cannot be recovered back (2). 

On the sarnie principle, a contract for personal services which can 
only be performed bj the promisor himself will be construed as 
bein^i subject to an implied condition that if he dies or becomes 
physically incapable of performing the contract without any default 
on his part he is excused from performance (m). Where personal 
considerations are of the foundation of the contract, as in cases of 
principal and agent or master and servant, the death of either 
party puts an end to the relation, and the contract is discharged 
unless there is a stipulation express or implied to the contrary (n). 

881. Where performance of a contract has been rendered im- 
possible by an Act of Parliament passed after the contract was 
made, the promisor is excused from performing his promise, unless 
it appears that he intended to bind himself with reference to the 
future state of the law, for the presumption is that the parties 
intend to contract with reference to the law as existing at the time 
when the contract is made (o). 


(2) Civil Service Co-operative Society v. Oeneral Steam Navigation Co,, [1903] 2 
K. B. 766, 0. A., approving Blakeley v. Muller, [1903] 2 K. B. 760, n. ; Chandler 
V. Webster, [1904] 1 K. B. 493, C. A. ; see also Clark v. Lindsay (1903), 19 T. L. B. 
202. If 'vnthout the knowledge of the parties the impossibility of performance 
existed at the time when the contract was made, the contract is void altogether, 
and money paid under it can be recovered (Orijith v Brymer (1903), 19 T. L. E. 
434). Most of the cases cited in this and the two meceding notes were decided 
upon contracts relating to the coronation of King Edward VIL, which was post- 
poned on account of Majesty’s sudden illness. For earlier cases reference 
may be made to Ilirst v. Tclson (1650), 2 Mac. & G. 134; Stubbs v. Hoitywdl 
Rail. Co. (1667) L. B. 2 Exch. 311 ; Whisicup v. Hughes (1871), L. B. 6 0. P. 78 ; 
Learoyd v. Brook, [1891] 1 Q. B. 431, at p. 435. 

(m) Boast V. Firth (1868), L. R 4 0. P. 1 ; Robinson v. Davison fl871), L. B. 6 
Exch. 269. In such a case the other party is also discharged from liability under 
the contract (Poussard v. Spiers (1876), 1 G. B. D. 410). In Simeon v. Watson 
(1877), 46 L. J. (q. p.) 679, it was held a |;ood defence to an action by a sdiool- 
master for removing a pupil without giving notice or paying an equivalent in 
money, according to the contract, that the removal was a temporary one, due to 
the pupil’s illness. 

(^ Farrow v. Wilson (1869), L. B. 4 0. P. 744 ; Davison v. Reeves (1892), 8 
T. 1j. B. 391 ; Hotel and Oeneral Advertising Co. v. Wickenden and Stene (1899), 15 
T. L. B. 302, 0. A ; Harvey y. The Tivoli, Manchester, Ltd. (1907), 23 T. L. B. 592 
(death of one member of a troupe of music-hall artiste). The contract, however, 
18 not rescinded, and the deam of one of the parties does not affect a right of 
action which vested under the contract before his death (Stubbs v. Hdywetl 
Rail. Co. (1867), L. B. 2 Exch. 311). As to the effect of the death of one partnei 
on a contract of service made with a firm, see Phillips v. Alhambra Palace Co. 
(1900), 83 L. T. 431 ; _ Tasker v. Shepherd (1861), 6 H. & N. 575, and title Part- 
NSBSBIP ; as to the right of a master to discharge a servant on the ground of 
illness, see title Master and Servant; and as to contracts to many, see 
Husrand and Wife. 

(o) Brewster v. KitchAl (1698), 1 Salk. 198 ; Davis v. Cary (I860), 16 Q. B. 
418 ; TFynn v. Shropshire Union Railways and Canal Co. (1850), 5 mdh. 420 ; 
Brown v. London Corporation (1863), 13 0. B. (n. s.) 828, Ex. Cau ; Simper v. 
Tottenham and Hampstead Junction BaU. Co. (1867), L. R 4 Eq. 112 ; Ratfu v 
De Crespigny (1869), L. R 4 a B. 180; Mills v. East London Union (1872) 
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The same principle applies where the impossibihty is created by 
an act of State, such as a declaration of war or an embargo imposed 
upon shipping by an Order in Council (p), but not where it arises 
from foreign law or the act of a foreign State, except where the 
obligations of the parties under the contract are mutually 
dependent and both parties are prevented from performing them (g). 

882. Where the conduct of the promisee has rendered perform- 
ance impossible (r), or has prevented the promisor from performing 
his promise without subjecting himself to^ an action by a third 
person (s), the promisor is released from his obli^tion to perform 
his promise. Impossibility arising from the promisor's own act or 
default is not in any case an excuse for non-performance of his 
contract (t). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Failure of Condition. 

883. A promise may be either absolute or conditional* A con- 
ditional promise is one the liability to perform which depends upon 
a condition ; that is to say, it is one of the terms of the contract 
that the liability to perform it shall only arise or shall cease 
on the happening of some future event, which may or may not 
happen, or on one of the parties doing or abstaining from doing 
some act* When the liability only arises on the happening of the 
contingency or performance of the condition, the condition is called 
a condition precedent, and when the liability ceases thereon it is 
called a condition subsequent (t^). A promise is not conditional 


L. E. 8 C. P. 79 ; Newhy v. Sharve (1878), 8 CJh, D. 39, C. A ; Newington Local 
Board v. Cottingham Local JJoara (1879), 12 Ch, D. 725. 

{p) Melville v. Be Wolf (1855), 4 E. & B. 844 ; Reid v. Hoekine (1856), 6 E. & B. 
953, Ex. Ch. ; Eepoeito v. Bowden (185^, 7 E. & B. 763. Compare Hadley v. 
Clarke (1799), 8 Term Bep. 259. The effect of a declaration of war is to make 
trading with the enemy’s subjects illegal ; see titles AniEKS, Yol. I., p. 301 ; 
CoNSTimnoKAL Law, Yol. YL, p. 443. As to a breach of contract caused by 
the requisition of a Government inspector under s. 56 of the Explosives Act, 
1875 (38 & 39 Yici c. 17), see title Explosives. 

(«;) Blight V. Page (1801), 3 Bos. & P. 295, n. ; Sjoerde v. Luscomhe (1812), 16 
East, 201 ; Barker v. Hodgeon (1814), 3 M. & S. 267 ; Ford v. Coieeworih (1870), 
L. E. 5 Q. B. 544, Ex. Ch. ; Cunningham v. Dunn (1878), 3 C. P. D. 443, C. A. ; 
Spence Y, Chodwi^ {IMl), 10 Q. B. 617 ; Jacche v. Credit Lyonnaie (1884), 12 
Q. B. D. 589, C. A. See also tiie cases decided with reference to charterparties 
and bills of lading which are cited under title Shipping and Navigation. 

(r) Jldme v. Ounpy (1838), 3 M. & W. 387 ; Bueedl v. da Bandeira (1862), 13 
C. B. (n. 8.) 149 ; J&iymond v. Minton (1866), L. E. 1 Ezoh. 244 ; RoherteYe Bury 
Commiseionere (1870), L. E. 5 0. P« 310, Ex. Ch. ; Panama and South Pacific 
Telegraph Co, v. India Rubber, Outta Perclia and Telegraph Wcrhe Co, (1875), 
10 Ch. App. 515 ; Mackay v. Bkk (1881), 6 App. Gas. 251 ; Learoyd v. Brook, 
[1891] 1 a B. 431 ; Dodd v. ChurUm, [18971 1 a R 562, 0. A. 

(s) European and Aueiralian Royal Mall Co, v. Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. 
(1861), 30 L. J. (0. P.) 247. 

(0 Warhurton v. Storr (1825), 4 B. ft 0. 103 ; M Intyre y. Bdchor (1863), 14 
C. B. (n. 8.) 654 ; Bigland v. Skelton (1810), 12 East, 436 ; A Arthur, Arthur v. 
Wynne (1880), 14 Ch. D, 603. See p. 438, poet, 

(u) As to ^nditions subsequent in bonds, see title Bonds, Yol. HI. p. 84 ; and 
as to conditions in charterparties, leases, contracts of insurance, contracts for 
the sale of goods and of land respectively, see titles Shipping and Naviga- 
tion; Landlobd and Tenant; Instjeanox; Sau op Goods; Sale of 
Land. 
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merely because the time for performance is postponed, or because 
it is only to be performed on the happening of a future event 
which must happen at some time, as, for instance, on the death 
of one of the parties. To constitute a condition there must be 
contingency as well as futurity. 

884. A condition may depend on an event which is dependent 
upon the will of one of the parties to the contract (v) or of a third 
person (w). Where services are performed under an agreement that 
the remuneration shall be in the discretion of the employer, the 
question whether the employer has the right to determine whether 
any remuneration at all shall be paid, so that his decision is a 
condition precedent to any claim, or merely has the right to fix 
the amount of the remuneration, is a question of construction and 
intention in each particular case. If the amount only is left to 
the decision of the employer, he must exercise his decision in good 
faith (x). 

885. Where the condition is that work is to be done to the satisfac- 
tion of one of the parties to the contract, this will, as a rule, be con- 
strued to mean reasonably to his satisfaction, so that if his approval 
could not reasonably be withheld the condition is satisfied (y ) ; but 


(v) Thus, the promisor may be free to ^do or not to do at his pleasure an act 
on which the promise is con^tional, and his liability to perform the promise 
only arises if he does the act. But the performance of the promise cannot bo 
dependent on his arbitrary wiU, for in that case there would be no contract at 
all {Taylor v. Brewer (1813), 1 M. & S. 290 ; Boherte v. Smith (1859), 4 H. & N. 
315). As to contracts for payment out of a particular fund, see Scott v. Ehury 
{Lord) (1867), L. E. 2 0. P, 255 ; CoutU Co. t. Irish Exhibition in London 
(1891), 7 T. L. E. 313, 0. A. ; Stede v. Qourley and Davis (1887), 3 T. L. E. 772, 
0. A. ; Pilbrow v. Filbrow's Atmospheric Bail, Co. (1848), 5 C. B. 440; Williams 
T. Hathaway (1877), 6 Ch. D. 544. 

{w) Where property (land or goods) is sold at a valuation to be made by 
specified third persons, their valuation is a condition precedent, and if for any 
reason the valuation is not made, as, for instance, because of the death or 
refusal to act of either of their valuers, or their disagreement, the contract is 
not enforceable, the court having no power to order a valuation in any other 
manner than that agr^d upon. But if the sale is at a fair valuation, no 
particular mode of aniving at the value being indioated, the court may enforce 
the contract and direct the mode of valuation {Emery v. Wase (1803), 8 Yes. 505 ; 
MUnes v. Oery (1807), 14 Ves. 400 ; Firth v. Midland Bail. Co. (1875), L. E 20 
Efi. 100). The same principles apply to an agreement for the valuation of 
dilapidations (Ea55c^e v. Coulhurn {\SS2)j 9 Q. B. D. 235). If the valuer or 
valuers appointed by the contract is or are willing to act, the court will compel 
the party in possession of the property to permit the valuation to be made 
{Smith V. Peters (1875), L. E. 20 Eq. 511). 

(») Compare Bryantv, Flight (1839), 5 M. & W. 114 ; Bird v. M'Oaheg (1849), 
2 Cor. & Kir. 703 ; and Jewry v. Busk (1814), 5 Taunt. 302, with Taylor v. 
Brewer (1813), 1 M. & S. 290, and Boberts v. Smith (1859), 4 H. & N. 315. 

{y) Dallman v. King (1837), 4 Bing. (n. 0.) 105; Braunstein v. Accidentai 
Death Insurance Co. (1861), 1 B. & S. 782. Where the defendants had agreed to 
take a lease provided the terms of the draft lease were reasonable m their 
estimation, it was held, the terms not being reasonable, that they were entitled 
to repudiate the contract without specifying the terms to which they objected 
CWilcox V. Bedhead (1880), 49 L. J. (CH.) 539). And see Hudson v. Buck (1877), 
7 Ch. D. 6S3 ; Eadie v. Addison (1882), 62 L. J. (cn.) 80 ; Clack v. Wood (1882), 9 
Q. B. D. 276, C. A. ; Hussey v. Uorne-Payne (1879), 4 App. Oas. 311, as to the 
effect of a stipulation that a lease, or the title to property sold, shall be subject 
to the approval of the proposed lessee's or purchaser's solicitor. 
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the language of the contract maj be such that he is at liberty to 
decide the question arbitrarily, in which case his decision can only be 
impugned on the ground of a want of bona fide* (z). Where the work 
is to be done to the satisfaction of a third person, no requirement 
that his decision must be reasonable will be implied, and his refusal 
to approve the work is conclusive, unless it can be shown that he 
is acting in collusion with the other party to the contract (a). 

886. Where a promise is conditional upon the happening of a 
particular event, and there is no express stipulation that notice is 
to be given of the happening of the event, a condition to that effect 
will not, as a rule, be implied, except where the nature of the 
contract requires it; for instance, where the event is a matter 
which lies within the peculiar knowledge of the other party to the 
contract or depends upon an option to be exercised by him (6). 

887. No request or demand of performance of a contract is 
necessary in order to create a right of action for breach thereof, 
unless such a request or demand is expressly made a condition pre- 
cedent or the nature of the contract requires that such a condition 
is to be implied (c). 

888. Where a contract consists of mutual promises, these may 
be either independent, in which case each party is bound in any 
event to perform his part of the contract, or they may be dependent 
on one another, so that the due performance by one party of his 
promise is a condition precedent to the liability of the other party 
to perform his promise ; or, thirdly, they may be dependent on one 
another so as to constitute concurrent conditions, the effect of 
which is to bind each party to be ready and willing to perform his 
promise on a tender of performance by the other party. Where 
the promises are independent, the breach of one of them only 
gives the other parly a right of action for damages ; but the 
non-performance of a promise which is a condition precedent 


(z) Andrew$ v. B^fidd (1857), 2 C. B. (n. b.) 779 ; Stadhard v. Lee (1863), 3 
B. & S. 364. 

(a) Wcreley t. Wood (1796), 6 Term Eep. 710; Clarhe v. Wateon (1865), 18 
G. B. (n. 8.) 278 ; Smith Uowden Union (1890), Hudson on Building Con- 
tracts, Yol. II., p. 151. See title Buildikq Coktkaoxs, Enqinek&s, and 

A'RPTTTTVr'Tfl Vnl TTT T 1 

{h) VyBe v! Wakefield (ikoj/e M. & W. 442, affirmed 7 M. & W. 126, Ex. CL ; 
Makin v. Watkinson (1870), It. E. 6 ExcL 25; Manchester Bonded Warehouse Co. 
V. Carr (1880), 6 0. P. D. 507 ; Hugall v. M'Lean (1885), 53 L. T. 94, C. A. ; 
Tredtoay v. Machin (1901), 91 L. T. 310, 0. A. ; Torrens v. Wdllcer, [1906J 2 Ch. 
166. In the case of an altematiye promise, where, the right of electmg the 
branch of the alternative which is to be performed rests with the promisee, 
notice must be given by him of the mode in which the option has been exercised. 
See p. 411, ante. 

(c; Tovham v. Braddich (1809), 1 Taunt. 572 ; Bad ford v. Smith (1838), 8 
M. & W. 254; Walton v. Mascall (1844), 13 M. & W. 452; Brown v. Qrsat 
Eastern Bail. Co. (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 406 ; Bell Jh Co. v. Antwerp, London and 
Brazil Line, [1891] 1 Q. B. 103, 0. A.; Newgaes v. BoUendey (1903), 19 T. L. E. 
309. ^ As to presentment for payment of a bill of exchange or promissory note, 
see title Bills of Exohaxoe, PfiOHissoBT NoTxs, and MxooTiAnLB Ikstbit* 
liENTS, Vol. II., p. 530. 
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releases the other party from his obligation to perform the contract, 
unless he has received a substantial part of the consideration for 
bis promise, in which case he can only recover damages for breach 
of the other’s promise (d). 

889. The failure of one party to perform a condition precedent 
only operates as a discharge of the contract if the other party elects 
to treat the contract as at an end. He has the option of treating the 
contract as being still open for further performance, and if he elects 
to do this he will be taken to have waived the performance of the 
condition precedent, and can only rely on it as a breach of warranty 
which entitles him to damages (e). 

890. The question whether the promise of one party is a 
condition precedent to the liability of the other party or is an 
independent agreement depends upon the construction of the con- 
tract taken as a whole, and is to be determined by the intention of 
the parties as appearing from the terms of the contract and the 
surrounding circumstances (/). The rule of construction which 


(rf) Bryard v. Beattie (1838), 5 Scott, 751 ; Ellen t, Topp (1851), GExch. 424 ; 
White y . Beeton (1861), 7 H. & N. 42 ; Bust v. Dowie (1863), 32 L. J. (q. b.) 179 ; 
Dehn v. Bumeea (1863), 3 B. & S. 751, Ex. Ch. ; Carter y . Scargill (1875), L. B. 
10 Q. B, 564; Coomhe v. Oreene (1843), 11 M. & W. 480; Oeneral Btllposting Co.^ 
Ltd, V. Atkinson, [1909] A. C. li8 (wrongful dismissal of servant entitles hiim to 
treat the contract as entirely at an end). 

(e) Itippinghall y , Lloyd 0833), 5 B. & Ad. 742; Behn v. Bamess, supra; 
Bentsen v. Taylor, Sons cfc Co. (2), [1893] 2 Q. B. 274, 0. A. A good dem of 
confusion arose in the eailier cases on this subject through the indiscriminate 
use of the term “ warranty ** (see Chanter v. Hopkins (1838), 4 M. & W. 399, per 
Lord Abinoer, C.B.) ; but this term is now recognised as meaning a subsidiary 
or collateral stipulation the breach of which gives rise to a claim for damages 
only, as oppos^ to a condition the breach of which entitles the other party 
to ^oat the contract as at an end. Compare ss. 11 and 62 of the Sale of Goods 
Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet c. 71); and see title Sale of Goods. 

(/) Pifrdage v. Cole (1669), 1 Wms. Sauiid. 548 ; Eoiham v. East India 
Co. (1787), 1 Term Eep. 638; Stavers v. Curling (1836), 3 Bing. (n. o.) 355; 
Bettini v. Oye (1876), 1 Q. B. D, 183; Bastin v. Biawell (1881), 18 Ch. D. 
238 ; Bentsen v. Taylor, Sons da Co. (2), supra, per Bowen, L.J., at p. 281 ; 
Kidston ds Co. v. Monceau Ironworks Co. (1902), 7 Com. Cas. 82 ; Roberts y. Brett 
(1865), 11 H. L. Cas. 337. “ Parties may think some matter, apparently of very 
little importance, essential; and if they sufidciently express an intention to 
make the literal ifuldlment of such a thing a condition precedent, it will be one ; 
or they may think that the performance of some matter, apparently of essential 
importance and primd facie a condition precedent, is not really vital and may 
be compensated for in damages, and if tb<^ sufficiently expressed such an 
intention it will not be a condition precedent ” {Bettini v. Cye (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 
183, per Blackburn, J., at p. 187). In some of the older cases there was a 
tendency to construe promises as being independent, contrary to the intention 
of the pai-ties {Olazehrook y. Woodrow (1799), 8 Term Rep. 366, per Grose, J., at 
p. 371). Eor examples of the construction of such stipulations, see also Cooper 
V. London, Brighton, and South Coast Rail. Co. (1879), 4 Ex. D. 88 ; Collins v. 
Locke (1879), 4 App. Cos. 674, P. C. ; Fearon v. Aylesford [Earl) (1884), 14 
Q. B. D. 792, 0. A. ; Edge v. BoUeau (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 117 ; Vinty v. BignM 
(1887), 20 Q. B. D. 172. In a contract for the sale of goods, delivery of the 
^ods and x>Ryiuent of the price are, unless otherwise agreed, concurrent con- 
ditions, that 18 to say, the seller must be ready and willing to give possession 
of the goods to the buyer in exchange for the price, and the buyer must be 
steady and willing to pay the price m exchange for possession of the goods. 
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was laid down in the older cases on this subject is that where the 
promises go to the whole of the consideration on both sides thej 
are mutual conditions, the one precedent to the other ; but where 
they form a part only of the consideration each is an independent 
promise, the breach of which only entitles the other party to recover 
damages (p). The test which is now applied is whether the par- 
ticular stipulation goes to the root of the matter, so that a failure 
to perform it would render the performance of the rest of the con- 
tract by the party in default a thing different in substance from 
what the other party has stipulated for, or whether it merely 
partially affects it and may be compensated for in damages (h). 

891. Part performance of a condition precedent is not, as a rule, 
sufficient ; but where the contract is divisible, so that it consists in 
effect of two or more separate contracts, the fact that a condition 
precedent has not been wholly performed does not relieve the other 
party to the contract from his liability to perform that part of the 
contract in respect of which the condition precedent has been 
satisfied (t). 

892. The performance of a condition precedent is excused where 
the other party has prevented its performance (k), or has done 
something which puts it out of his power to perform his part of the 
contract, or has intimated that he does not intend to perform it. 
In the latter case he has made himself liable for a breach of the 
contract (f), and has dispensed with the performance of any promise 
which was originally a condition precedent to his liability (m). 


See s. 28 of the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (36 & 57 Yict. c. 71), and title Sale of 
Goods. The question whether a promise constitutes a condition precedent when 
it depends on the construction of a written contract, is one of law for the court 
{George D. Emery Co. v. Wdh, [1906] A. C. 515, P. C.). 

(p) Boone t. Eyre (177^, 1 Hy. Bl. 273, n. ; EUen v. Topp (1851), 6 Exch. 424 ; 
€hravee v. Legg (1854), 9 £xch. 709. 

(A) Poueeard v. Spiere (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 410 (the inability through illness of 
lady, engaged to perform in new opera, to appw at the opening and subse- 
quent three performances, was held to go to the root of the whole contract and 
to justify rescission). Compare Betlim t. Oye (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 183, where 
it was held that a stipulation as to attendance at rehearsals six days before toe 
commencement of an eng^ment for fifteen weeks to sing at a theatre, and also 
at concert halls and drawing rooms, was not a condition piecedent; Mersey Steel 
and Iron Co. T. Naylor, Beimn dk Co. (1884), 9 App. Oas. 434, per Lord Blaok- 
BUBN, at p. 443 ; London Guarantie Co. T. Fearmey (1880), 5 App. Cas. 911 
(proviso m a fidelity guarantee policy requiring the employer to prosecute the 
employed in the event of hie embezzlement held a condition precedent to a 
claim on the policy); Hoiking v. Pahang Corporation (1891), 8 T. L. B. 125, 
C. A. As to toe effect of a mfault in respect of one or more instalments in 
the case of a contract for the sale of goods to be delivered by instdbments, see 
8. 31 (2) of the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 71), and the cases cited 
at p. 139, poet, and see title Sale of Goods. 

(O h'ileon V. London, Italian and Adriatic Steam Navigation Co. (1865); L. B. 
1 C. P. 61 ; WiJHneon r. Clemente (1872), 8 (3h. App. 96. 

(A) Cort V. Amlergateete. Bail. Co. (1851), 17 Q. B. 127; Bradley v. Benjamin 
(1877), 46 L. J. (o. B.) 590 ; Mackay v. Dick (1881), 6 App. Cas. 251 ; Fisher v. 
Drewett (1878), 48 L. J. (o. B.) 32, C. A. ; Prickelt v. Badger (1856), 1 C. B. 
(H. 8.) 296; Thomas v. Fredricks (1847), 10 Q. B. 775. 

Seep. 438, port. 

) Main's Case (1590), 5 Co. Bep. 21 a ; Jones t. Barkley (1781), 2 Doug. 
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SttB'Seot. ^.—‘Bankrujfiey. 

893. A contract is not as a rale discharged by the bankruptcy 
of any of the parties to it («)• The property of a bankrupt, includ- 
ing the benefit of his contracts, vests immediately on his adjudica- 
tion in the trustee in his bankruptcy (o), who is entitled to perform 
any executory contracts, except such as are of a personal nature, 
for the benefit of the bankrupt’s estate (p). The property of the 
bankrupt which is divisible amongst his creditors includes all 
property that may be acquired by him before his discharge (g) ; but 
until the trustee intervenes all transactions by a bankrupt, after 
his bankruptcy and before his discharge, with any person dealing 
with him bond fde and for value, in respect of his after-acquired 
property (not being real property), whether with or without know- 
ledge of the bankruptcy, are valid against the trustee (r). 

894. Unprofitable contracts may be disclaimed by the trustee, and 
any person injured by the disclaimer is entitled to prove in respect of 
his injury as a debt under the bankruptcy («). Further, the court, 
on the application of any person who is as against the trustee 
entitled to the benefit or subject to the burden of a contract made 
with the bankrupt, may make an order rescinding the contract on 
such terms as to payment by or to either party of damages for 
the non-performance of the contract or otherwise as to the court 
may seem equitable, and any damages payable under the order 
to any such person' may be proved by him as a debt under the 
bankruptcy (t). 


(k. b.) 684 ; PlanehS v. Colhum (1831), 8 Bing. 14 ; Ponti/ex v. Wilkinson (1845), 
1 0. B. 75 ; Short v. Stone (1846), 8 Q. B. 358 ; Lovdodc v. Franklyn (1846), 8 
Q. B. 371 ; Caines v. Smim (1846), 15 M. & W. 189; Braithwaite v. Foreign 
Hardwood Co., [1905] 2 E. B. 543, 0. A. ; Bank of China, Japan and the Straits 
v. Amencan Trading Co., [1894] A. 0. 266, P, 0. ; Sands t. Clarke (1849), 8 
C. B. 751, at p. 762 ; Hochster v. Be la Tour (1853), 2 E. & B. 678 ; Bipley r. 
M'Clure (1849), 4 Ezch. 345 ; Hotham v. East India Co. (1787), 1 Term Bep. ^8 ; 
Bowdtll V. Parsons (1808), 10 Eaet, 359. 

(n) An exception to this role is to be found in the case of a contract of 
partnership; see title Partnebship. In the case of any person who is 
apprenticed or is an articled derk to a bankrupt, the bankruptcy can be 
t^ted by either party as a discharge of the agreement (Bankruptcy Act, 
1883 (46 & 47 Viet c. 52), s. 41). As to the right of an unpaid seller of goods 
to retain possession of them or to stop them in transitu and re-sell them in case 
of the insolvency of the buyer, see s. 48 of the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 
Viet 0 . 71), and title Sale of Goods. 

(o) ^nxiuptoy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet c. 52), ss. 64, 168. For a full 
treatment of fins subject, see title Baekbuptoy and Insolvenot, YoL H., 
p. 143. 

(p) Lawrence v. Ktiowles (1839), 5 Bing. (n. a) 399; Oibson v. Carruthere 
(1841), 8 M. ft W. 321 ; Be Agra Bank, Ex parte Tondeur (1867), L. B. 5 Eq. 
160 ; Be Nathan, Ex parte Stapleton (1879), 10 Gh. D. 586, 0. A. ; Be Walker, 
Ex parte Barter, Ex parte Blaek (1884), 26 Oh. D. 510, 0. A.; Be Poohpt 
Ex parte Bahbidge (187^, 8 Ch. D. 367, 0. A. 

(m Bankruptcy Act, 8188 (46 ft 47 Viet. o. 52), s. 44. 

(r) Cohen v. MUchM (1890), 25 a B. D. 262, 0. A. 

te) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 ft 47 '^ct. o. 52), s. 55 (1), (7). 

(0 im., s. 55 (5). 
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8bot. 8. — Breach of Contract, 

Bob-Ssox. 1 . — Breach hy Anlinpalion, 

890. A breach of contract may take place before the tinie fixed 
for performance of the contract has arrived. Thus, if the promisor 
by his own act disables himself from performing his promise, the 
other party is entitled to treat the contract as at an end and to sue 
him for damages for breach of contract without waiting until the 
time fixed for performance and without further performing his part 
of the contract (a). 

896. Where the promise is to be performed on a given future day, 
the mere fact that the promisor is incapable of performing it before 
that day does not constitute a breach of the contract ; but where 
the contract involves a continuing ability to perform the promise a 
breach is committed as soon as the promisor has pot it out of his 
power to perform it {h), even if the disability is not necessarily per- 
manent and be may subsequently be in a position to perform bis 
promise (c). 

897. Where a contract is to be performed on a future day, or 
the performance is dependent on a contingency, and one of the 
parties repudiates the contract and shows that he does not intend 
to perform it, the other party is entitled to sue him for breach of 
the contract without waiting for the time fixed for performance 
and is absolved from farther performance of his part of the contract, 
and if he elects to do this the party in default is not entitled to an 
opportunity of changing his mind \d). In such a case the contract 
is completely determined, and the party who is in default cannot 


(a) Jontt v. Barkley (1781), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 684 ; Warlurton v. Storr (^1825), 
4 n. & 0. 103 ; Lovelock v. Franklyn (1846), 8 Q. B. 371 ; M' Intyre v. Belcher 
(1863), 14 C. B. (k. 8.) 654 ; Be Imperial Wine Co., Shirreff'e Case (1872), 
L. E. 14 Eq. 417 ; Be Patent Floor Cloth Co., Dean and Oilbert'e Claim (1872), 
41 L. J. (CH.) 476 ; Synge v. Synge, [1894] 1 ^ B. 466, 0. A. In such a case 
the promisor is taken to hare waivM the performance by the other purty of 
any condition precedent to his liability to perform his promise {Main'e Caee 
(1596), 5 Co. Rep. 21 a; Planchi v. Colburn (1831), 8 Buig. 14; Pontifex v. 
Wilkineon (1845), 1 0. B. 75; Bipley v. M'Clure (1M9), 4 Ezch. 345; Cort v. 
Ambergate etc. Bad. Co. (1851), 17 Cb B. 127 ; Bradley v. Benjamin (i 877), 46 
L. J. (q. b.) 590 ; Braitkwaite v. Foreign Hardwood Co., [1905] 2 IL. A 543, 
0. A.). Bee p. 422, ante. 

(b) Lovelock v. FranJelyn, eupn. 

(c) Ford T. Tdey (1827), 6 B. & C. 325 (A. havmg agreed to grant a lease to 

B. as from a future uate, in the meantime joined in leasing the property to 0.) ; 
Short ▼. Stone (1846), 8 Q. B. 358 (A. haTing promised w marry B., married 

C. ) ; Cainee ▼. Smith (1846), 15 M. & W. 189 (similar cade) ; Bowdell t. Partons 
|1^), 10 East, 359 (A. having agreed for the sale of goods to B., sold them 

(<^ HocheUt y. De la Tour (1853), 2 E. A B. 678 ; Danube etc. Bail, Co. v. 
Xenoe (1863), 13 0. B. (». 8.) 825; Froet v. Knight (1872), L. E. 7 Exch. 
Ill, Ex. Ch. ; Bhymney Bad. Co. v. Brecon and Merth^ Tydfil Junction Bad. 
Co. (1900), 69 L. J. (oh.) 813, 0. A. And see p. 422, ante. In order to 
amount to a repudiation there mart be conduct showing dearly an intention 
not to fulfil the contract when the time comes, and a party is not bound before 
the time fixed for performance to give the other party a definite arswer 
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insist upon the performance the other party even of a stipnlation 
which is collateral to the main purpose of the contract (e). 

^ The repudiation of the contract by one party does not of itself 
discharge the contract, but the other party has the option of treating 
the contract as at an end, or of waiting until the time for perform- 
ance has arrived, before making any claim for breach of contract(/). 
If he elects to wait, he remains liable to perform his part of the 
contract, and enables the party in default not only to perform the 
contract notwithstanding his previous repudiation of it, but to take 
advantage of any supervening circumstance which would justify him 
in declining to perform it (y). 

898 . Not every refusal to perform a material part of the contract 
amounts to a repudiation which entitles the other party to treat the 
contract as at an end ; there must be a refusal to perform something 
which goes to the root or essence of the contract (/t). The question 
whether the refusal to perform any particular part of tbe contract 
amounts to a repudiation of the whole contract or not is one of 
construction. Thus, in the case of a contract for the sale of goods 
to be delivered by stated instalments, which are to be separately 
paid for, if the seller makes defective deliveries in respect of one or 
more instalments or the buyer neglects or refuses to take delivery 
of or to pay for one or more instalments, it is a question in each 
case, depending on the terms of the contract and the circumstances 
of the case, whether the breach of contract is a repudiation of the 
whole contract or a ^verable breach giving rise to a claim for 
compensation, but not to a right to treat the whole contract as 
repudiated (i). 


whether he intends to fulfil the contract or not {Ripley y. M'Clure (1849), 4 
Exch. 345 ; Meney Steel and Iron Co. y. Naylor, Benzon & Co. (1884), 9 App. 
Cos. 434). See also per Lord Coleridoe, C.J., in Freeth y. Burr (1874), 
L. E. 9 0. P. 208, and per Lord Colues in General Billposting Co., Ltd. y, 
Atiineon, [1909] A. C. 118, at p. 122. Where it is doubtful whether what 
has been done rdeases the other party from his liability under the contract, 
he is entitled to get a judicial decision of the question by bringing an 
action claiming a dedaration that he is not bound to perform tbe contract 
^ociSti Maritime et Cvmmerciale y. Venue Steam Shipping Co. (1904), 9 Com. 
Gas. 289). 

(e) General BiUposting Co., Ltd. y. Atkinson, supra. As to the right of the 
other party to payment for any work done by him under the contract, see 
p. 440, post, 

(/) Reid V. Hoskins, Avery y. Bowden (1856), 6 E. & B. 953 ; Barrick y. 
Buba (1857), 2 0. B. (K. s.) 563; Johnstone y. Milling (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 460, 
0. A. ; EUis T. Pond, [1898] 1 Q. B. 426, 0. A. ; and see Dominion Coal Co. 
y. Dominion Iron ds Sied Co. ( 1909), 25 T. L. E. 309, P. C. As to the assessment 
of damages in such oases, see Leigh y. Paterson (1818), 8 Taunt. 640 ; Phillpotts y. 
Evans (1839), 5 M. & W. 475 ; Birchgrove Sted Ck>. y. Shaws Brow Iron Co. (1891), 
7 T. L. IL 246, H. L. ; Both A Co. y. Taysen, Townsend Co. (1896), 1 Com. Cas. 
806, 0. A. ; Michad y. Hart A Go., [1902] 1 B. 482, 0. A. ; and title Dakaqes. 

(a) Hochster y. De la Tour (1853), 2 R & B. 678 ; Frost y. Knight (1872), 
L. E, 7 Exch. Ill, Ex. Oh.; Eeid v. Hoskins, Avery y. Bowden, supra. 

{h) Mersey Sted and Iron Co. y. Naylor, Benzon A Co., supra, per Lord 
Blaoxbubn, at p. 443; Rhymney Rail. Co. y. Brecon and Merthyr Tydfil 
Junction Rad. Co. (1900), 69 L. J. (OH.) 813, 0. A. ; Comwdll y. Henson, [1900] 
2 Oh. 298, 0. A., per Odixdts, L.J., at p. 303 ; United Shoe Machinery Co. ej 
Canada y. Brunei (1909), 26 T. L. E. 442, P. 0. 

(*') Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 A 57 Yict. o. 71). s. 31 (2) ; Withers v. Reyndds 
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899. The bankrnptcj or insolvency of one of the parties to a 
contract does not of itself put an end to the contract (k), nor does a 
declaration of insolvency by one of the parties entitle the other 
party to treat the contract as at an end, unless the declaration is 
made under such circumstances as to show that the party by whom 
it is made either cannot carry out the contract or does not intend 
to do so (0 : but if one party gives notice to the other of his 
insolvency, and does nothing to show that he intends to stand by 
the contract, the other party is entitled to assume that he intends 
to abandon the contract and has the option of insisting upon the 
performance of the contract, or of treating it as at an end(m). 

Sub-Sect. 2.— Effect of Breath. 

900. A breach of contract by one party, that is, a failure to 
perform the contract without sufficient excuse, gives the other party 
a right of action for damages, but does not release him from liability 
to perform his part of the contract, except where the contract 
consists of mutual promises which are dependent on one another, 
so that the due performance by each party of his promise is a 
condition precedent to the liability of the other party to perform 
his promise. Even in that case, the other party is not discharged 
if he has received a substantial part of the consideration for his 
promise, or has elected to treat the contract as still subsisting (n). 

Where a contract is discharged by breach, anything done by the 
party in default after breach is available only in mitigation of the 
damages accruing from the breach, and cannot be relied on as a 
performance of the contract (o). 

901. Where one party has disabled himself from performing the 
contract or has repudiated it, the other party is entitled to treat the 
contract as at an end(p). In that case he is not only entitled to 
damages for breach of contract, but if he has performed his part of 
the contract wholly or in part he has a right to sue on a quantum 
meruit for what he has done. This right does not arise out of the 


(1831), 2 B. & Ad. 882 ; Hoare v. Rennie (1659), 5 H. & N. 19 ; Brown ▼. MuRer 
(1872;, L. B. 7 Exch. 319 ; Simpton t. Cirippin (1872), L. B. 8 Q. B. 14; Roper 
V, Johnton (1873), L. B. 8 0. P. 167 ; Freeth v. Burr (1874), L, B. 9 0. P. 208 ; 
Bloomer t. Bernstein (1874), L. B. 9 C. P. 588 ; Brandt v. Lawrence (1876), 1 
Q. B. D. 344, 0. A. ; Reuter t. Bala (1879), 4 0. P. D. 239, C. A. ; Honck y. 
Muller (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 92, 0. A. ; IHckinton y. Fanahaw (1892), 8 T. L. B. 
271, C. A.; Booth y. Bowron (1892), 8 T. L. B. 611; Ehow Vale Steel etc. 
Co. y. Blaina Iron etc. Co. (1901), 6 Com. Cas. 33; and see title Sale of 
O oons. 

(k) See p. 437, ante. 

u) Mesa y. Duffua (1901), 6 Com. Cas. 165. . ■ * ‘ 

(m) Re Edwarda, Ex parte Ckalnura (1873), 8 Ch. App. 289 ; Morgan y. Bam 
(1874), L. B. 10 C. P. 15 ; Bs Phoenix Bmemer Steel Co., Ex parte Oarrforth 
Hamatite Iron Co. (1876), 4 Ch. D. 108, C. A. See also Tolhurat y. Aaeoeiated 
Portland Cement Co., [1903] A. C. 414. 

(n) See p. 439, ante. As to excuses for non>performano^ see p. 417, ante. 

(o) BaeUn y. Bidwdl (1881), 18 Ch. D. 238, at p. 252. ^us, a plea M tender 
is only ayailable as a defence to an action if the tender was made Def<ne breach 
of the contract ; see p. 417, ante. 

(p) See p. 438, ante. 
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original contracfc, but is based on an implied promise by the other 
party arising from the acceptance of an executed consideration (q). 


Sub-Seot. 3 . — Remedia for Breach, 

902. A breach of contract always gives the injured party a right 
of action for damages (r). In certain cases where damages would 
be an inadequate remedy application may be made for a decree of 
specific performance (<), or, where the contract is in a negative 
form, for an injunction to restrain the breach of the contract (t). 

Sect. 4. — Discharge of Right of Action for Breach of Contract. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Accord and Satie/aetiun. 

903. After a breach of contract has taken place the contract 
cannot be rescinded, but the cause of action that arises from the 
breach may be discharged by accord and satisfaction, that Is to 
say, by an agreement between the parties providing for the accept- 
ance by the promisee of something else than the remedy to which 
he is entitled by law, coupled with performance of the consideration 
agreed upon (a). 

Accord and satisfaction involves an agreement, and the question 
whether an accord has been arrived at is one of fact, not of law. 
Thus, where a creditor keeps a cheque which has been sent to him 
by his debtor in discharge of the amount due, it is a question of fact 
whether the cheque is taken in satisfaction of the debt or merely as 
a payment on account leaving a balance due {h). 

The agreement need not be in writing, even though the subject- 
matter is such that if it were an executory contract it would be 
required by the Statute of Frauds to be in writing (c) ; nor need it 
be in writing or under seal in cases where the original contract was 
under seal (d). 


(9) Planchi v. Colburn (1831), 8 Bing. 14 ; Pridcett v. Badger (185G), 1 C. B. 
(n. b.) 296; Inchbadd v. Weelern Neilgherry Coffee Co. (1864), 17 C. B. (n. s.) 
733 ; O'Heil v. Armstrong, Mitchell <fc Co., [1895] 2 Q. B. 418, 0. A. ; Lockwood 
V. Levick (1860), 8 0. B. (». 8.) 603 ; Ilill v. Kitching (1846), 3 C. B. 299 ; and 
see p. 387, ante. 

(r) As to the measure of damages, the distinction between a penalty and 

upon which daiMgm are to ^^usessed, see title Damages. 

(«) As to the cases in which this remedy is available and the principles upon 
which such applications are dealt with, see title SFEcmo Pebfobmaece. 

(t) As to the principles upon which inj unctions are granted to restrain breaches 
of contract, and the procedure upon suw applications, see title Injunction. 

(а) Edwards v. Chapman (1836), 1 M. & W. 231. 

(б) Ackroyd v. Smithies (1885), 64 L. T. 130 (cheque sent “ to balance account," 

retamed '* on account " and cashed ; held, no satiuaction) ; Day v. McLea (1889), 
22 Q. B. D. 610, 0. A (cheque sent in satisfaction retainra " on account" ; held, 
no satisfaction) ; Nutlmn v. Ogdens Ltd. (1905), 94 L. T. 126, G. A (cheque pay- 
able to order, having on thebiuAthe words "received from this cheque for 

£ being my share of the second and final distribution," ignored by recipient; 

held, not a satisfaction). 

(c) Lavery v. Turley (1860), 6 H. & N. 239. 

(a) BleMs Can (1W5), 6 Co. Bep. 43 b ; Steeds v. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 
537. 
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904 . Where the amount due is uncertain or disputed, payment 
of any sum agreed between the parties is a satisfaction of the 
liability (e ) ; but where a liquidated amount is undisputedly due, 
payment of a smaller amount cannot be relied on as a satisfaction 
unless the payment is made at an earlier date or in a different 
manner than the creditor is legally entitled to insist on, because 
there is no consideration for the relinquishment of the residue (/). 
For the same reason an agreement to accept pa 3 maent of an exiskng 
debt by instalments is not binding on the creditor (g). But it is 
otherwise if there is a consideration for the acceptance of the 
smaller sum in satisfaction, other than the payment of the smaller 
sum (/t). 

To the rule that the payment of a smaller sum cannot operate 
as a satisfaction of a debt for a larger sum there is an exception in 
the case of a party to a bill of exchange or a promissory note, who 
is discharged if the holder absolutely and unconditionally renounces 
his rights against him at or after the maturity of the bill or 
note (i). 

In any case, whether the amount due is liquidated or unliquidated, 
the acceptance by the creditor of something of a different nature 
from that to which he was entitled may be a satisfaction of the 
liability ; and in such a case no inquiry will be made into the value 
of the consideration (j). Thus, a cheque or other negotiable 
instrument may be taken in satisfaction of a debt for a larger 
amount than that of the bill or note, even if the debtor himself is 
the only person who is liable on the instrument (/(). 


(e) TFi'Z/ifnaon v. Byeri (1834), 1 Ad. &EL 106 ; Coopers. Par/cer (1855), 15 C. B. 
822, Ex. Ch. (payment of smaller jsum, coupled with an aCTeement to abandon 
a defence and pay costs, is a satisfaction, whether the claim is liquidated or 
unliquidated, and though the defence may be unfounded); MUa r. New 
Zealand Alford Estate Co. (1886), 32 Ch. D. 266, 0. A, 

(/) Cumber v. Wane (1721), 1 Stra. 426 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 338 ; Down t. 
Hatcher (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 121 ; Pinnd's Case (1602), 6 Co. Eep. 117 a; Fitch 
V. Sutton (1804), 5 East, 230 ; Foakes v. Beer (1884), 9 App. Cas. 605 (agreement 
by judgment creditor not to take any proceedings on the judgment in the event 
of the debt being paid by specified instalments, held ineffective to prevent the 
creditor from claiming interest on the judgment, although the instalments were 
duly paid in accordance with the agreement) ; Underwood v. Underwood, [1894] 
P. 204, C. A. But whore a landlord for some years accepted paymehts of rent 
from his tenant, subject to certain allowances in respect of hmd tax, it was 
held that that was not the same as partial payment, but that the effect was the 
same as if the landlord had been paid the lull amount of the rents, and repaid 
the sums claimed for allowances to the tenant, the landlord being fully aware - 
of the circumstances (Bramston v. Robins (1826), 4 Bing. 11). 

ig) McManus v. Bark (1870), L. B. 5 Exoh. 65 ; Ilookham v. Mayle (1006), 22 
T. L. E. 241. 


(A) Cooper v. Parker, supra. , . * • 

{() Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 61), ss. 62, 89. See title Blixa 
OF Ezchanoe, Fbouissobv Notes, aed Negotubue Imstbumeets, Vol. II., 
p. 551. t 

{j) PinnePe Case (1602), 5 Co. Eep. 117 a; Smith v. Trowedale (1864), 3 E. & K 
83 ; Cooper v. Parker (1855), 15 0. B. 822, Ex. Ch. 

(A) Sard v. Rhodes (1836), 1 M. & W. 153 ; Sibree v, Tripp (1846), 15 M. ft W. 
23 ; Curlewis v. Clark (1849), 3 Exch. 375 ; Goddard v. O'Brien (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 
37 ; Bidder v. Bridget (1887), 37 Ch. D. 406, 0. A. Compare Sprange v. Lee, 
[1908] 1 Ch. 424. 



Part V. — Discharqe of Conteact. 448 

905 - An accord without satisfaction has no legal effect. The s®®*- 
original cause of action is not discharged so long as the satisfaction Discharge 
agreed upon remains executory (Q. A tender of performance of the of Eight 
consideration is not sufficient (ni). If, however, it can be shown of Action 
that what the creditor accepted in satisfaction was the debtor’s 
promise, and not the performance of that promise, the original ^ Contr act. 

cause of action is discharged from the time when the promise was Accord 
made (n). without 

satisfaction. 

906 . An accord is not a contract, and performance of it Accord not 
cannot be enforced by action against the debtor, who remains liable » contract, 
on the original cause of action until the satisfaction has been 
executed (o). But a compromise of a disputed cause of action, by 
which the creditor agrees not to sue the debtor, may amount to an 
agreement which is binding on both parties, and in that case it is 
enforceable by action (p). 

In the same way, altlraugh an agreement by which a creditor CompositioD 
accepts part of his debt in satisfaction of the whole is not a dis- 
charge of his right of action, yet if other creditors are made parties 
to the agreement, and all agree to accept a composition for their 
claims, this is not a mere accord, but a binding contract, the 
consideration for each creditor's promise being the undertaking by 
the other creditors to forego part of their claims (q). 

So the separate liability of one of several joint debtors may be NoratioB 
accepted in discharge of the joint liability of all (r) ; and the 
liability of the original debtor may be discharged by the acceptance of 
the liability of a third person in his place under a new agreement 
to which the third person is a party (s), or by a payment made by 


{1) Peiftoe's Case (1611), 9 Co. Eep. 77 b; James v. David (1793), 5 Term Ego. 
141 ; Norris Y, Ayldt (1809), 2 Camp. 329 ; Allies v. Probyn (1836), 2 Cr. M. & E. 
408; Hayley v. lloman (1837), 3 Bing. (n. C.) 913 ; Wray v. Milestone (1839), 5 
M. & W. 21 ; Collingboume ▼. Mautell (1839), 6 M. & W. 289 ; Gifford t. 
WhittaJxr (1844), 6 Q. B. 249 ; Griffiths v. Owen (1844), 13 M. & W. 88 ; Carter 
y, Womald (1847), 1 Excb. 81 ; Graham v. Gibson (1850), 4 Excb. 768. 

(m) Gabriel v. Dresser (1856), 15 C. B. 622. A plea of tender is only available 
as a defence to an action wbere the tender was made before breach of the contract, 
except in the case of a tender of money in discharge of a debt. See p. 420, ante. 

(n) Sibree v. Tripp (1846), 15 M. & W. 23 ; Mall v. Flocklon (1851), 16 Q. B. 
1039, Ex. Ch. ; Evans v. Powis (1847), 1 Exch. 601. ComjMoe Edwards v. 
Hancher (1875), 1 C. P. D. 111. 

(o) Lynny. Eruce (1794), 2 Hy. Bl. 317 ; Bridgman v. Dean (1852), 7 Exch. 199. 

(p) Longridge v. DorvilU (1821), 5 B. & Aid. 117 ; Stracy v. BaiJe of England 
(1830), 6 Bing. 754 ; Crowther v. Farrer (1850), 15 Q. B. 677 ; Henderson y. 
Stobart (1850), 5 Exch. 99. 

{q) Steinman y. Magnus (1809), 11 East, 390 ; EyUs v. Ellis (1827), 4 Bing. 
112 : Good V. Cheesmau (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 328 ; Evans v. Powis (1847), 1 Exch. 
601 ; Boyd v. Hind (1857), 1 H. & N. 938, Ex. Oh. ; Coiddsry y. Bartrum (1881), 
19 CL D. 394, 0. A. ; Pfleger y, Browne (1860), 28 Beav. 391 ; KUchin v. 
Hawkins (1866), L. E. 2 0. P. 22. As to tho rights of creditors under an agree- 
ment fpr a oomjpsition, see Deeds of Arrangement Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. 
0 . 57), and title BAKKBurTOT JlND Iksolvenot, Yol. II., p. 325; see also that 
title as to compositions made under the Bankruptcy Acts. 

(r) Lyth T. .duff (1852), 7 Exch. 669. 

Is) Cuxon V. Ckadley (1824), 3 B. & C. 591. Such an agreement, if made 
lore breach, has the effect of rescinding the original contract, and is called 
novation. Seep. 605,; 
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s third person under such an agreement, even if the amount agreed 
to be paid is less than that of the original debt (0* 

907. Accord and satisfaction effected with one of several joint 
creditors ^charges the joint debt (u). Accord and satisfaction 
between the creditor and one of several debtors who are liable 
jointly or jointly and severally discharges the other debtors, unless 
it appears from the terms of the agreement or the surrounding 
circumstances that the creditor intended to reserve his rights 
against them ; and this rule applies equally whether the obligation 
arises on a judgment or on any other security (v). 

908. The original cause of action is not discharged if the 
accord and satisfaction was effected by the fraud of the debtor (w), 
or if the satisfaction has been rendered nugatory by his act or 
default (a;). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Payment [a). 

(1) In General. 

909. A right of action for breach of contract may be discharged 
by payment, if this is accepted in satisfaction; but where a 
liquidated amount is due, payment of a smaller amount cannot be 
relied on as a satisfaction, unless the payment is made at an earlier 
date or in a different manner from that to which the creditor is 
already entitled {h). 

Payment need not necessarily be made in money ; thus, the 
delivery of goods which are taken by the creditor in satisfaction of 
the debt is equivalent to payment (c), and a settlement of accounts 
by which items on one side are agreed to be set off against items 
on the other side amounts to payment of the sums stated in the 
account (d). But a statement and settlement of accounts where the 


(t) TTMt/ T. 2)ro/.e (1825), 1 0. & P, 657. 

(«) Wallace r. Keleall (1840), 7 M. & W. 264 ; Sterde y. Sleede (1889), 22 
Q. 13. D. 537 ; Powell y. Brodhuret, [1901] 2 Ch. 160. See also the decisions as 
to the effect of a payment made to one of several joint creditors, p. 445, poet ; 
and as to a release granted by one of them, p. 456, poet, 

(v) Nicholeon v. Bevill (1836), 4 Ad. & El. 6<5 ; Be E. W.A., [1901] 2 K. B. 642, 
G. A Bee also the decisions as to the effect of a payment made by one of several 
joint debtors, p. 445, post ; and as to a release granted to one of them, 
p. ioo,post. 

(w) Hirech/eld V. London, Brighton, and South Coast Bail. Co. (1876), 2 
Q. B. D. 1. 

(x) Turner y. Browne (184^, 3 0, B. 157. 

(а) See also title Sale of Qoodb as to payment generally. 

(б) Payment in this case is a form of accord and satisfaction, as to which see 
p. 441, ante. As to the right of a defendant who is sued for the recovery 
of a debt or damages to pay money into court by way of satisfaction, see B. S. C., 
Ord. 22, and title Pbaotioe asd Pbooeoubb. 

(c) Bands y. Burton (1808), 9 Eas^ 849; Saxty y. Wilkin (1843), 11 M. & W. 
622 ; Smith y. Battams (1857), 26 L. J. (ex.) 232. 

(d) Kinnerley y. Hossack (1809), 2 Taunt. 170; doworth y. Piek/ord (1840), 
7 M. & W. 314; Callander v. Howard (1850), 10 0. B. 290; Livingstone y. 
Whiting (1850), 15 Q. B. 722. Where a company agreed with the vendor, or 
with any other person to whom it was indebted, to set off against the debt the 
amount myable in respect of shares subscribed for by the vendor or creditor, 
that was held to be a payment for the shares in cosh within the meaning of 



Part V. — Dischabok of Contract. 


446 


items are all on one side does not constitute a payment so as to sxor, 4. 
preclude either party from showing that the accounts were Discharge 
wrong («). The transfer, in the books of a bank, of a sum of of Elaht 

money from the account of a debtor to that of his creditor, made 
with the consent of both parties, operates as a payment (/). rr 

Payment bjr a debtor to a third person at the request of the 
creditor is equivalent to payment to the creditor (g). 


910. Payment made in the ordinary course of business to an Pa/mentto 
agent of the creditor discharges the debt if the agent is authorised 
or held out as having autWity to receive payment (A). As a 
general rule, a person who is authorised to receive payment has 
no implied authority to take a cheque or to receive payment other- 
wise than in money, but such authority may be impued from the 
conduct of the principal or the usual course of business (i). Where 
a cheque taken by an agent has been paid, the transaction is 
equivalent to payment in cash (A;). 

An authority given to an agent to receive payment does not Set-ofL 
authorise a settlement of accounts between him and the debtor, by 
setting off a debt due from the agent to the debtor (2), unless this can 
be justified by a known usage which is binding upon the creditor (m). 


911. Payment to one of several joint creditors discharges the Joint and 
joint debt(n); and payment by one of several joint debtors several debts. 


s. 23 of the Oompaniea Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 131), which was repealed and 
replaced by s. 7 of the Companies Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 48), and is now 
contained in s. 88 of the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, 
c. 69) ; Re Harmony and Montague Tin and Copper Mining Co., Spargo'e Case 
(1873), 8 Ch. App. 407 ; Laroeque ▼. Beauchemin, [1897] A. (3. 358, P. C. ; 
North Sydney Investment and Tramway Co. v. Higgins, [1899] A. C. 263, P. C . ; 
and see title Coicpakibs, Yol. V. 

(e) Perry v. Attwood (1856), 23 L. J. (o. B.) 408. 

(/) Bolton v. Richara (1795), 6 Term fiep. 139; Bodenham v. Purehas (1818), 
2 B. & Aid. 39. 

(g) Roper v. Bum/ord (1810), 3 Taunt. 76. See also Page v. Meeic (1862), 32 
L. J. (q. b.) 4 ; and compare Commercial Bank of Australia t. Official Assignee 
of the Estate of fi'ilson & Co., [1893] A. C. 181, P. C. 

(/i) As to the authority of an agent in general, see title Aoenoy, Yol. L, 
p. 145 ; and as to the authority of an agent of a particular class, such as an 
auctioneeror a solicitor, see separate titles. 

(f) Williams y. Evans (1866), L. B. 1 Q. B. 352 ; Hogarth y. Wkerley (1875), 
L. k 10 0. P. 630 ; Charles y. Blaekwdl (1877), 2 C. P. D. 151, C. A. ; PapS y. 
Weslaeatt, [1894] 1 Q. B. 272, C. A. ; Blumberg y. Li/e Interests etc. Corporation, 
[1897] 1 Ch. 171, affirmed on the facts [1898] 1 Ch. 27, C. A. And see title 
Aoenoy, Yol. I., p. 145. 

(k) Bridges y. Oarrett (1870), L. B. A 0. P. 451, Ex. C!h. ; Walker y. Barker 
(1900), 16 T. L. B. 393. 

(l) Bartlett y. Pentland (1830), 10 B. & 0. 760 ; Barker y. Oreenwood (1837), 2 
Y. & 0. (ex.) 414 ; Pearson y. Scott (1878), 9 Ch. D. 198 ; Anderson y. Sutherland 
(1897), 2 Com. Oas. 65. 

(to) Stewart y. Aherdein (1838), 4 1£. & W. 211 ; OatteraU y. Hindis (1867), 
L. B. 2 0. P. 868, Ex. Ch. See title Custom and Usages. 

(n) Wallaces. KOsaR (1840), 7 M. A W. 264 ; Hushandr. Davis (1851), 10 0. B. 
645 ; Steeds y. Steeds (1889), & Q. B. D. 537 ; PouwU y. Brodhurst, [1901] 2 Oh. 
160. Compare Stone y. Marsh (1827), 6 B. A 0. 551. And see tiOe P^TNim- 
8BIB. See also the dedsionB as to the effect an accord and satutaction with 
one of several joint creditors, p. 444, onto; and as to release granted by one of 
them, p. 456, post. 
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discharges all, whether the liability is joint or joint and several (o) ; 
but a compromise of a claim against one does not release the others 
if the creditor reserves his rights against them (p). 

912. Payment by a third i^rson is not sufficient to discharge a 
debt unless it is made by him as agent for and on behalf of the 
debtor and with his prior authority or is subsequently ratified by 
the debtor (q). A payment made on behalf of the debtor may be 
ratified by him even after action brought, and a plea of payment 
is a sufficient ratification (r) ; but the creditor and the person who 
has made the payment may agree to cancel what has taken place 
between them at any time before the debtor has affirmed it, and if 
they do so it is then too late for the debtor to ratify the payment («). 

Payment made by a garnishee under compulsion of law in 
garnishee proceedings operates as a valid discharge to him as 
against the judgment debtor, even though the proceedings may be 
set aside, or the judgment or order i-e versed {(). But a garnishee 
cannot discharge himself from liability to his creditor by any pay- 
ment to a third person which is not made either by compulsion of 
law or with the consent of his creditor (m). 

913. A payment may be proved either by the production of a 
receipt or by any other evidence from which the fact of payment 
may be inferred (ir) ; and a payment may be presumed from the 
length of time which has elapsed since the debt became due, even 
though it may not be barred by the Statute of Limitations, in the 
absence of any explanation of the delay (x). A receipt not under 
seal is not conclusive evidence of payment, but merely an admission, 
and evidence is admissible to prove the intention with which it was 
given and whether any payment was in fact made, and if so, on 
what terms (y). 


(o) BeaumofUy. Greaihead (IBiQ), 2 0, B. 494; Thorne v. Smith (1851), 10 
G. B. 659 ; Re E.W. A., [1901] 2 £. B. 642, 0. A. See also the decisions as to 
the effect of an accord ana satisfaction effected by one of several joint debtors, 
p. 444, ante, and as to a release granted to one of them, p. 455, yoet. 

(p) Wattere v. Smith (1831), 2 B. ft Ad. 889 Field v. Rohine (1838), 8 Ad. ft El. 
90; Re Armitage, Ex ^rte Qood (1877), 5 Ch. D. 46, C. A. 

(9) M'lniyre v. MiUer (1845), 13 M. ft W. 725 ; Bdahaw v. Bueh (1851), 11 
C. B. 191; Jamee v. iBCUice (1852), 12 0. B. 791 ; Kemp v. BalU (1854), 10 Ezch. 
607 ; Simpeon v. Eggington (1855), 10 Exch. 845 ; Lucas v. Willdneon (1856), 1 H. 
ft N. 420; Keiahley, Maxeted & Co, v. Durant, [1901] A. 0. 240; Re Route, 
Ex parte Derenburg <fe Co., [1904] 2 £. B. 483, 0. A. 

(r) Belshaw v. Bush, supra. 

(s) WaUer y. James (1871), L. E. 6 Exch. 124. 

(<) B. S. C., Ord. 45, r. 7 ; Re Smith, Ex parte Brown (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 
821, C. A. ; Turnbull v. Robertson (1878), 38 JL. T. 2S2i"Cidverhouse y. Wiehens 
(1868), L. B. 3 0. P. 295. See title Exeoutiok. 

(t^ London Corporation y. London Joint Stock Bank (1881), 6 App. Cas. 393, 
per Lord Blackbubv, at p. 415. 

(to) Mount/ort y. JTarper (1847), 16 L. J. (bx.) 184 (proof that the creditor 
received the proceeds of a cheque drawn by the oebtor held sufficient evidence 
of payment without any proof that the creditor received the cheque from the 
debtor) ; Egg v. Barnett (1800), 3 Bsp. 196. 

'r) Cooper y. Turner (1819), 2 Stark. 497. 

{,Marquis) (1802j, 3 East, 147 ; Bkaife v. Jatdcson (1824), 
. ft 0. 421 ; Craves y. Key (1832), 3 B. ft Ad. 313 ; Farrar v. S^htatoa 
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Part V, — ^Discharge op CJontract. 

(2) By Negotiable Inetrumeni. Sect. 4* 

9W. Where a negotiable security is given by a debtor to his 
creditor, the question upon what terms it is given is one of fact, of IStion 
depending on the intention of the parties (z). It may be given as for Breach 
a collateral security (a), but the presumption is that it is given by of Contract, 
way of payment {b). — 

A creditor is not bound to accept payment of a debt otherwise 
than in current coin, or, in the case of a debt exceeding d66, instnunent. 
in notes of the Bank of England (c) ; and if he takes a bill, note, or 
cheque in payment, he may either accept it in satisfaction of the 
debt, in which case he takes the risk of its being dishonoured (d), 
or may accept it as a conditional payment only, the effect of which 
is to suspend his remedies during the currency of the instrument (c). 

The presumption, in the absence of a clear indication of a con- Conditional 
trary intention, is that payment by means of a bill, note, or cheque 


(1839), 9 Ad. & El. 641 ; Foster t. Dawher (1851), 6 Exch. 839; Bowes v. Foster 
(1858), 2 H. & N. 779 ; Lee v. Lancashire and Yorkshire Rail, Co, (1871), 6 Ch. 
App. 527 ; Ellen v. (^eat Northern Rail, Co, (1901), 17 T. L. E. 453, C. A. ; 
Oliver v. Nautilus Steam Shipping Co,^ [1903] 2 K. B. 639, 648, 0. A. ; Re W, W. 
Duncan Co., [1905] 1 Ch. 307 ; Nathan v. Ogdens^ Ltd. (1905), 93 L. T. 553, 
afidnned 94 L. T. 126, 0. A. A re^ipt not under seal, even if intended as a 
discharge, vvill not have that effect in the absence of payment or ah accord and 
satisfaction (see p. 454, post). 

(«) Ooldshede v. Cottrell (1836), 2 M. ft W. 20 ; Re Boys, Eedes v. Boys, 
Ex parte Hop Planters Go, (1870), L. E. 10 Eq. 467 ; Palmer v. Bramley, [1895] 
2 Q. B. 405, C. A. 

(a) Drake v. Mitchell (1803), 3 East, 251 ; Bring v. Clarkson (1822), 1 B. ft G. 
14 ; Peacock v. Pursell (1863), 14 0. B. (n. 8.) 728. 

(5) Re Boys, Eedes v. Boys, Ex parte Hop Planters Co,, supra. It has been 
suggested t^t this presumption does not arise where a bill is given for a 
specialty debt (Z^e/a^ato v. Bush (1851), 11 G. B« 191, at p. 206). There does 
not appear, however, to be any authority for excepting this case from the 
general rule ; see Balcer v. Walker (1845), 14 M. ft W. 465 ; Palmer v. Bradley, 
[1895] 2 a B. 405, C. A. 

(c) See note (o) on p. 419, ante, as to tender of Bank of England notes. 
Wnere a debtor, in answer to a letter demanding payment, sent a post-oQice 
order in which the creditor was described by a wrong Christian name, and the 
creditor kent the order, but did not cash it, thoi^h he was informed by the 
post-office that he might do so at any time on signing in the name of the payee, 
it was held that there was no evidence of pa 3 rment, the debtor having no right 
to require tiie creditor either to sign any other than his true name or to be at 
the trouble of returning the order {Gordon v. Strange (1847), 1 Exch. 477). 

{d) Smith V. Ferrand (1827), 7 B. ft C. 19 ; Sayer v. (1844), ~ 

415 ; Sihree v. Tripp (1846), 15 M. & W. 23 ; Caine v. CouUon (1863), 1 H. ft C. 764. 

(c) Owenson v. Morse (1796), 7 Term Eep. 64; Sayer v. Wdgsiaf, supra; 
Bushaw y. Bush, supra; Gunn v. Bolckow, Vaughan ft Co, (1875), 10 Ch. App. 
491 ; Currie v. Misa (1875), L. B. 10 Exch. 153, Ex. Ch. ; Re Ma&heo 
Ex parts Moithew (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 506; Ehoell v. Jackson (1885), 1 T. L. E. 
454, 0. A. ; Re Romer and Haslam, [1893] 2 Q. B. 286, G. A. where bills 
were given to a solicitor tor the amount of his bill of costs, and he gave a 
receipt ^^insetUement,” it was held that, some of the bills having bew di^ 
honoured, the onus was on the solicitor of showing that they were taken in 
satisfaction of ^e debt, in order to preclude the client from taxing the bill of 
costs (jBs Romer and Haslam, [1893] 2 Q. B. 286, 0. A. ; Re iTarnss (1844), 18 
M. ft w. 3). A conditional payment does not affect a lien of the creditor for Uie 
debt, unless it is shown that he took ^e instrument with the intention of waiving 
the lien (Re London, Birmingham and South Staffordshire Bank (1865}» 34 L. J* 
(CH.) 418)* 
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is a conditional payment only (/). If the security is paid when it 
becomes due, this is equivalent to parent of the original debt {g ) ; 
and if it is paid in part, the original debt is discharged pro tanU)\h). 
If the instrument is dishonoured, payment of the original debt 
may be enforced as if no security had lieen taken (t), unless the bill 
has been negotiated and is outstanding at the time of action 
brought in the hands of a third party, in which case the creditor’s 
remedy continues to be suspended (k). 

Where the debtor is primarily liable on a bill, note or cheque 
which is given by way of conditional payment, it lies on him to 

E rove any circumstance which he wishes to rely upon as excusing 
im from i>ayment(f) ; but where be is only secondarily liable on 
it, the creditor must bake whatever steps are necessary to obtain 
payment, and to preserve his remedy against the other parties, by 
giving due notice of dishonour or otherwise, and if by reason of his 
neglect to do so the debtor’s position is prejudiced, the debtor is 
discharged from liability both on the instrument and in respect of 
the original debt (m). It is not necessary that notice of dishonour 
should be given to the debtor unless he is a party to the instru- 
ment (n), or there are special circumstances rendering the notice of 
dishonour necessary in the particular case (a). 


juai 

i 


(/) Taylor r. Driggi (1827), Mood. & M.28; Tapleyv. Marteru ^1800), 8 Tenn 
Eep. 451 ; Maxwdl r. Deare (1853), 8 Moo. P. C. 0. 863 ; Price v. Price (1847), 
16 M. & W. 232 ; He London, Birmingham and South Staffordshire Batik (1865), 
34 L. J. (ch.)418. 

( g) Felix Hadley A Co, v. Hadley, [1898] 2 Oh. 680. Payment of the instru- 
ment will b^tesumed, in an action for recovery of the debt, until the contrary 
is proved {Hehden v. Harteink (1801), 4 Esp. 46 : Mercer v. Cheese (1842), 4 
Man. &G. 804). 

’h) Bottomley v. NuUall (1858), 5 0. B. (nr. s.) 122. 

i) Bayer v. Wagetaff 5 Beav. 415 ; Cohen v. Hade (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 371. 
lere a creditor holds a debtor’s acceptance for the price of go^ sold and the 
debtor commits an act of bankruptcy, the creditor is entitled to treat the bill as 
dishonoured (Be Baate, Ex parte Baatt, [1897] 2 Q. B. 80). 

(k) Bunney v. Poynta (1833), 4 B. & Ad. 568 ; Price v. Price (1817), 16 M. & 
W. 232 ; National Savings Bank Association v. Tranah (1867), L. B. 2 C. P. 556 ; 
Davie v. BeHJy, [1898] 1 Q. B. 1 ; Be a Debtor, Ex parte the Debtor, [1908] 1 K. B. 
344, C. A. The creditor is not preduded from suing for the original debt if the 
dishonoured instrument is outstanding in the hands of a third person as trustee 
(National Savings Bank Association v. Tranah, supra), or agent for Mm 
(Hadwen v. MendizaM 0825), 10 Moore (o. p.), 477), or if, dthough it may have 
been transferred to a third ^reon, it is again in the hands of the creditor at 
the time when the action is brought (Burden v. Halton (1828), 4 Bing. 454 : 
Tarletonj. AUhusen (1834), 2 Ad. ft El. 32). 

(f) Price V. Price (1847), 16 M. ft W. 232 ; National Savings Bank Association 
▼. Tranah, supra. 

(m) Bridges v. Berry (1810), 3 Taunt. 130 ; Bowari Y. Palmer (1818), 8 Taunt. 
277 ; Camidge v. Allenby (1827), 6 B. ft 0. 373 ; Bekson ▼. Oliver (1847), 10 Q. B. 
704. This 18 the case even if the bill was ti^en by way of collateral security 
only (P«K»ci v. Pursell (1863), 14 0. B. (K. s.) 728). As to the duty of the 
cr^tor where the debtor is not a party to the bill, see Ooodwin v. Coates (1832), 

(l®®7)t L. B. 8 Exch. M ; Hopkine v. Ware 
(1869), ^ B. 4 Exch. 268. The debtor is also discharged if the bill is alUr^ by 
the oeditor in such a manner that the debtor’s rights on it are affected (Alderson 
V. Landis (1832), 3 B. ft Ad. 660). And see p. 424, ante. 

(n) ^nuard v. Boiaes (181^, 5 M. ft S. 62. 

(a) Smth T. Mercer, su^. 
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Where a cheque or other instrument payable on demand is taken 
by way of conditional payment, it is the duty of the creditor to 
present it within a reasonable time, and if the debtor is prejudiced 
by reason of his failure to do so, he is discharged from liability (b). 

915. If a bill, note, or cheque taken as conditional payment is 
lost by the creditor, he may, on giving an indemnity, require the 
drawer to give him another instrument of the same tenor and 
obtain an order that the loss of the instrument is not to be set up 
in an action thereon (c). 

916. The posting of a cheque or other instrument, or of money, 
which is lost before it reaches the creditor does not amount to 
payment (d), unless the creditor requested the debtor to pay in 
that manner, in which case he will be taken to run the risk of its 
being lost (e). 

917. If a document is given in payment which purports to be 
a bill, note, or cheque, but turns out to be a forgery or to be invalid 
for want of a stamp or otherwise, the creditor is entitled to enforce 
payment of the debt as if no such instrument had been taken by 

(3) Appropriation of PaymtnU. 

918. Where several distinct debts are owing by a debtor to his 
creditor, the debtor has the right when he makes a payment to 
appropriate the money to any of the debts that he pleases, and the 
creditor is bound if he takes the money to apply it in the manner 
directed by the debtor. If the debtor does not make any appro- 
priation at the time when he makes the payment, the right of 
appropriation devolves on the creditor {g). 

An appropriation by the debtor need not be made in express 
terms ; it may be inferred where the nature of the transaction or 


(6) Oamidge ▼. AUenhy (1827), 6 B. & G. 373. And see Chamhtrlyn ?. 
Drtoriw (1767), 2 Wils. 353. 

(c) Bills of ^change Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. e. 61), as. 69, 70; see title 
Bills or Exchange, Paomibsobt Notes, and Negotiable Instbuuents, 
Vol. II., p. 530. 

(d) Luitga v. Sherwood (1895), 11 T. L. R. 233 ; Pennington v. Orouley tt Son 
(1897), 77 L. T. 43. C. A ; Baker v. Lipton (1899), 15 T. L. E. 435. 

(e) Norman v. RickeUe (1886), 3 T. L. E. 182, 0. A; Wartaitke v. Noakee 
(1791), Peake, 98; and see Edmundsonv. Lortgton Corporation (1902), 19 T. L. B. 
15 (money put in automatic dot gas meter stolen without negligence, held a 
valid paj-ment as being the mode of payment contemplated by the contract). 
In Pennington v. Croeedey Jt Son, eupra, tne defendants had been for many years in 
tho habit of purchasing goods from the plaintiff, and paying for them, without 
objection, by means of <meques through toe post, and it was held that toere was 
nothing from which a request by the plaintin for payment in that manner could 
be inferred so as to throw toe loss of a cheque during transmission on him. 

(/) Brown v. Watt* (1808), 1 Taunt 353 ; Candy ▼. Marriott (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 
696 ; (Smart v. Nokt* (1844), 6 Man. & Q. 911 ; Attt v. BtutUey (1856), 11 Exch. 
631 ; Wileon v. Vyear (1812), 4 Taunt. 288 ; WUwn v. Kennedy (1794), 1 Esp. 
245 ; Bt^T, Welt (1794), 1 Esp. 129. 

(g) Peter* y. Anderton (1814), 5 Taunt. 596; Deoayne* y. Noils, Clayton'* Cate 

S , 1 Mer. 572, at p. 608 ; Simton y. Ingham (1823), 2 B. ft 0. 65 ; Croft y. 

y (1867), 6 £L L. Gas. 672 ; Cory Brother* ft Co. y Oumsrs of Turkiih 
Steamthip “ Metea," Tl» » Mteea,” [1897] A. 0. 986. 
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thG circmnstancGS of tho cesg arc such as to show that thGVG was 
an intention to appropriate (/t)* 

919. The right of appropriation by the creditor does not arise 
in the case of an account current, that is to say, where there is one 
entire account into which all receipts and payments are carried in 
order of date, so that all sums paid in form one blended fund (i). 
In such a case the presumption is that the first item on the debit 
side of the account is intended to be discharged or reduced by the 
first item on the credit side, and that the various items are appro- 
priated in the order in which the receipts and payments are set 
against each other in the account (A;). 

This presumption, however, may be rebutted by evidence of an 
agreement to the contrary or of circumstances from which a 
contrary intention is to be inferred (f) ; and it has no application 
where the moneys paid to the account are in part the payer’s own 
money and in part moneys held by him as a trustee (m). In such 
a case the sums on the debit side are applied in reduction of his 
own moneys whenever they may have been paid in (m). As 
between two or more beneficiaries under different trusts, however, 
the ordinary rule applies, where the moneys belonging to the trustee 
personally are not sufficient to satisfy the sums drawn out (n). 

920. Where the right of appropriation devolves upon the creditor, 
he is not bound to make his election at once. The right of appro- 
priation may be exercised by him at any time up to the very 
last moment (o), that is, until he has finally exercised the right or 


f i) Neumareh v. Clay (1811), 14 East, 239 ; MarryatU v. White (1817), 2 Stark. 
; Bhaw t. Pictoti (1825), 4 B. & C. 715 ; BardvxU, v. Lydall (1831), 7 Bing. 
489; Ratket t. Todd (1838), 8 Ad. & £1. 846; Young t. English (184;B, 7 B«it. 
10 ; Bum v. Boulton (1846), 2 0. B, 476 ; Nash v. Hodgson (1855), 6 De G. M, & G. 
474 ; Oee ▼. Pack (1863), ^ L. J. (q. b.) 49 ; Browning t. Baldwin (1879), 40 
L. T. 248; Lowther t. lleavtr (1889), 41 Ch. D. 248, C. A. 

(t) Fidd ▼. Carr (1828), 5 Bing. 13 ; Bodenham v. Parchcu (1818), 2 B. & Aid. 
39; Hooper v. Keay fl87d), 1 Q. B. D. 178. 

{k) D^ynet y. Noble, Clayton’s Case (1816), 1 Mer. 572, at p. 608 ; Bodenham 
y. Purchas (1818), 2 B. & Aid. 39 ; Brooke y. Enderhy (1820), 2 Brod. & Bing. 70 ; 
Simeon y. Ingham (1823), 2 B. A 0. 65 ; Williams y. Rawlinson (1825), 3 Bing. 
71 ; Stemdale y. Hankinson (1827), 1 Sim. 393 ; Field v. Carr (1828), 5 Bing. 13; 
Copland y. Toulmin (1840), 7 CL & Fin. 349, H. L. ; Oeake y. Jackson (1867), 36 
L. J. (o. r.) 108 ; Re Devonport and South Devon Steam Flour Mill Co., Caj tuin 
Bateman’s Case (1873), 42 L. J. (OH.)577 ; Hooper v. Keay (1875), 1 Q. B. D. 
178; London and County Banking Co. y. Botclt/Te (1881), 6 App. Cas. 722; Re 
Stenning, Wood y. Stenning, [189^ 2 Ch. 433; Egg y. Craig (1903), 89 L. T. 41. 

{l)Henniker y. Wigg (1843), 4 ^ B. 792 ; City Discount Co. v. McLean (1874), 
L. £. 9 C. F. 692, £x. Ch. ; Brooming y. Baldivin (1879), 40 L. T. 248; Re 
Halktt’s Estate, KnatchbuR y. Hodlett (1880), 13 Ch. D. 696, 0. A., atp. 726 ; Cory 
Brothers & Co. y. Owners of Turkish Steamship ’’Mecca,” The ’’Mecca,” [1897] 
A. C. 286. • L J 

(m) Re Hallett’s Estate, Knakhhidl y. Hullett (1880), T3 Ch. D. 696 0. A. ; 
Spartaliy. CrSdit Lyonnais (1886), 2 T.L. B. 178, C.A.; Be IFr^ord, Carmichad 
V. Rudkin (1897), 13 T. L. B. 153 ; and see title Tbubts ast > Tbustexs. 

(n) Re Stenning, Wood y. Stenning, [1895] 2 Ch. 433 ; and see Muttosi y. Peat, 
[1899] 2 Ch. 556; Favene y. Bennett (1809), 11 East, 36, 

(o) In Seymour y. Pickett, j[1905] 1 B. 715, C. A., it was held that Ute 
creditor vas entitled to ezerdse his right of appropriation in the course of the 
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something has happened which would render it inequitable for him Sect. 4. 
to exercise it (p). Discharge 

The election need not be made in express terms , it may be of Bight 
declared b^ bringing an action or in any other way that shows the of Action 
creditor’s intention (g). If the creditor makes an appropriation for Breach 
and communicates it to the debtor, or otherwise indicates that he of Contr act, 
has made his election, he is irrevocably bound by his decision, and Mode of 
cannot afterwards vary the appropriation (r). But entries made by appropriation, 
the creditor in his books are not binding on him as showing that 
he has made his election unless they have been communicated by 
him to the debtor (s). 

A creditor can appropriate a payment to a debt which is barred To what 
by the Statute of Limitations, or which is unenforceable because of 
some formal defect in the contract upon which it arises (t), but not 
to a debt which is illegal or to a claim which does not constitute a 
legal or equitable demand (u). Wiiere a creditor makes an appro- 
priation in part payment of a debt barred by the Statute of Limita- 
tions, such part payment does not operate as an acknowledgment 
by the debtor, so as to defeat the operation of the statute with 
regard to the unpaid portion of the debt(v). 

921. Where a creditor has agreed to accept a composition payable Composition, 
by instalments in discharge of several debts, an instalment paid 

under the agreement is to be taken as a payment made in respect 
of all the debts rateably, even though the whole of the composition 
is not paid and the creditor is restored to his full rights (x). 

922. Where one of the debts is guaranteed by a surety and Onarsnteed 
another is not, the mere fact of suretyship does not deprive the 

debtor or the creditor of the power of appropriation (y), and the 


trial of an action, there haying been no proceeding in the action amounting to 
an exercise of the right. 

(») Cor;/ Brothers A Co. v. Oivners of Turkish Steamship “3/ecca,” The 
“ Aiiwxo,”!n897] A. C. 286; Smith Betty, [1903] 2 K. B. 317, 0. A. ; Seymour 
y. Pickett, [1906] 1 K. B. 715, C. A. 

(«) Cory Srotliers A Co. y. Owners of Turkish Steamship “ Mecca,” The 
" Mecca,” supra. 

(r) Smith y. Betty, supra; Friend y. Young, [1897] 2 Ch. 421. 

(s) Simeon v. Ingham (1823), 2 B. & C. 65; Hooper y. Keay (1875), 1 Q. B. I) 

1 78 ; Cory Brothers A Co. v. Owners of I'urkish Steamship “ Mecca,” The “ Mecca,’- 
sujtra. 

(<) Bosanquet y. Wray (1816), 6 Taunt. 597 ; CruicJcshanks y. Rose (1831), 1 
Mood. & It. 100; Mille y. Fowkes (1839), 5 Bing. (n. c.) 455; Seymour y 
Pickett, euwa (unqualified dentist held entitled to appropriate payment towa^ 
charges wMch he was not legally entitled to enforce owing to his not being 
quailed) ; Arnold y. Poofe Corporation (1842), 4 Man. A G. 860 (appropriation 
to fees of a solicitor which were not recoyerable for want of a retamer under 
seal). But a payment cannot be appropriated to a statute-barred debt after 
an action has oeen brought and judgment pyen directing an account to be 
taken of the amount due, excluding the stotute.barred items {SmiOi y. Betty, 
supra). 

(u) Wright y. Laing (1824), 3 B. & G. 165 ; Lanu^eR r. Bittericay Union (1849), 
8 Exch. 283 ; Kemng v. Broom (1895), 1 1 T. L. B. 595. 

'v) Friend v. iowm, supra. 

l x) Thompson v. Hudson (1871), 6 Ch. App. 320. 

Sf) Kirhyr. Marlborough {Duke) (1813), 2 M. & S. 18 ; Williams y. Baudinson 
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surety has no right to insist on the appropriation of any payment 
to the guaranteed debt unless the circumstances of the case are 
such as to show that this was intended {z). 

(4) Receipt Stamps, 

923. Subject to certain exemptions (a), every receipt given for, 
or upon payment of, money amounting to two pounds or upwards is 


(1825), 3 Bing. 71 ; Re Sherry^ London and County Banking Co. y. Terry (1884), 
25 Ch. D. 692, 0. A. 

(^ Pearl v. Deacon (1857), 1 De Q. & J. 461, 0 A. ; Kinnairdy. Webster (1878), 
10 Ch. D. 139 ; Plomer v. Long (1816), 1 Stark. 153 ; Re Sherry, London and 
County Banking Co. v. Terry, supra. In Wright v. HiMing (1866), L. E. 2 0. P. 
199, it was held that a surety who had guaranteed payment of a promissory note 
given by a member to a loan club was not entitlea to have &e subscription of 
the debtor applied in reduction of his liability. As to the right of the surety 
to the benefit of a composition paid by the debtor in respect of all his debts, 
see BardweH v. Lydall (1831), 7 ning. 489 ; Raikes v. Todd (1838), 8 Ad. & EL 
846 ; and Oee v. Pack (i863), 33 L. J. (o. B.) 49. 

(а) The following are the exemptions, allowed by Ihe Stamp Act, 1891 (54 A 
55 Viet. c. 39), Schedule, as amended by s. 9 of the Finance Act, 1895 (58 Viet, 
c. 16), and s. 8 of the Eevenue Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. 46) : — 

(1) Eeccipt given for money deposited with a banker, to be accounted for and 
expressed to be received of the person to whom it is to be accounted for. 

(2) Acknowled^ent by a banker of the receipt of any bill of exchange or 
promissory note for presentment for acceptance or payment. 

(3) Eeceipt given for or upon payment of any parmmentary taxes or duties, 
or of money to or for the use of Mis Majesty. 

(4) Eeceipt given by an oflBcer of a public department for money paid by way 
of imprest or advance, or in adjustment of an account, where he derives no 
personal benefit therefrom. 

(5) Eeceipt given by any agent for money imprested to him on account of the 
pay of the army. 

(б) Eeceipt given by any officer, seaman, marine or soldier, or his representa- 
tives, for or on account of any wap^es, pay, or pension. 

n) Eeceipt given for any principal or interest due on an Exchequer bill. 

^8) Eeceipt a banker written in the ordinary course of his business on a 
bill of exchange or promissory note duly stampea, or the name of the payee of 
a draft or order payable to order. 

(9) Eeceipt given upon any bill or note of the Bank of England or Bank of 
Ireland. 

(10) Eeceipt for the consideration money for the purchase of any share in 
government or parliamentaiy stocks or funds, or in the stocks or funds of the 
^cretary of State in Council of India, or of the Bank of England or Bank of 
Ireland, or for any dividend on any such stocks or funds. 

(11) Eeceipt indorsed or otherwise written upon or contained in any instru- 
ment liable to stamp duty and duly stamped, acknowledging the receipt of the 
consideration money therein expressed, or the receipt of any principal money, 
interest, or annuity thereby secured or therein mentioned. This exemption 
extends to receipts for instalments payable under any duly stamped instrument 
{London and Westminster Bank v. Inland Revenue CommiMtonrrs, [19001 1 Q. B. 
166, 0. A. (receipt on scrip certificate for instalmentar payable thereon)}; and to 
an indorsement by the ti^tees on a trust deed for securing debenture stock 
that all principal and interest had been paid off and satisfied {Firth dt Sor^, Ltd. 
y. Inland Revenue Commissioners, [1904] 2 E. B. 205). 

(12) Eeceipt for any allowance by way of drawl^k or otherwise upon the 
exportation of any goo^ or merchandise from the United Kingdom. 

(131 Eeceipt for the return of any duty of customs upon a certificateof overentry. 

(14) Eeceipt by an officer of a county court for money received from a party 
to any moce^ing in the court. 

(15) Eeceipt by or on behalf of a clerk to justices or a magistrate for money 
received in respect of a fine. 
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charged with a duty of one penny, which may be denoted by an Shot. 4. 
adhesive stamp, to be cancelled by the person by whom the receipt Discharge 
is given before he delivers it oat of his hands (5). of Bight 

For the purposes of the stamp duty the expression “receipt” of Action 
includes any note, memorandum, or writing whereby any money, 
or any bill of exchange or promissory note for money, amounting Contract 
to two pounds or upwards, is acknowledged or expressed to have 
been received or deposited or paid, or whereby any debt or demand, 
or any part of a debt or demand, of the amount of two pounds or 
upwards, is acknowledged to have been settled, satisfied or dis- 
charged, or which signifies or imports any such acknowledgment, 
and whether it is signed with the name of any person or not (c). 

924. An unstamped receipt may be stamped with an impressed stamping 
stamp within fourteen days after it has been given on payment of 

the duty and a penalty of five pounds, and between fourteen days 
and one month after it has been given on payment of the duty 
and a penalty of ten pounds ; but it may not in any other case be 
stamped with an impressed stamp (<2). 

925. Any person who gives a receipt liable to duty not duly PenAity. 
stamped, or in any case where a receipt would be liable to duty 
refuses to give a receipt duly stamped, or upon a payment to the 
amount of Wo pounds or upwards gives a receipt not amounting 

to two pounds or separates or divides the amount paid with intent 
to evade the duty, incurs a penalty of ten pounds (e). 

926. A receipt chargeable with duty which is not duly stamped Unstomped 
is not, except in criminal proceedings, admissible in evidence or receipt as 
available for any purpose whatever ; provided that if it is produced 

in evidence within the time during which it may be stamped with 
an impressed stamp, it may, on payment of the amount of duty, 
and the penalty payable on stamping it, and of a farther sum of 


(5) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. 39), b. 101 (2), and Schedule. The 
person giving the receipt must cancel the stamp by writing on or across it his 
name or initials, together with the true date of his so writing, or otherwise 
effectively cancel it and render it incapable of being used again, otherwise the 
receipt is not deemed duly stamped unless it is proved that the stamp thereon 
was a£Qxed before he delivered it out of his hands {ibid,, s. 8 (1) ), compare 
M' Mullen v. “ Sir Alfred Hickman ” Steamship Oo. (1902), 71 L. J. (cH.) 706. If 
he neglects or refuses to duly and effectually cancel the stamp he u hable to a 
fine of five pounds (ibid., s. 8 (3) ). 

(c) Ibid,, s. 101 (1). It is not necessa^ that the money should be paid in 
pursuance of a le^ obligation {Genercd Council of the Bar {England) v. Itdand 
llevenue Commissioners, [1907] 1 K. B. 462, where it was neld that counsels* 
signatures acknowledging the payment of fees must be stamped as receipts). 
In A.-G. T. Carlton Bank, [1899] 2 Q. B. 158, where a soucitor, who was 
employed by a bank at a fixed stuary to recover debts due to pnM 

over moneys received by him to a casmer, who initialled entries of the amounts 
BO paid in a book kept for the purpose, it was held that the entries were receipts 
subject to stamp duty. But a mere adcnowledgment of the oorreotness of 
an account does not requires ipoeipt stamp (IFeaardv. Mou (18^), 1 Bing . 
134). 

(^ Ibid., 8. 102. 

(e) Ibid., B. 103. 
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6*oT. 4 . one pound, be received in evidence, subject to any objection on 
mscharse other grounds (a). 

of Bight Sub-Sect. S.—Belecm. 


of Action 
for Breach 
of Contract 

Release. 


Bills and 
notes. 


927. A debt or the right of action which arises from a breach 
of contract may be discharged by a release under seal, but a parol 
release or waiver without valuable consideration amounts to a mere 
expression of intention not to insist upon the right, and is no bar 
to an action either at law or in equity (6). An exception to this 
rule exists in the case of bills of exchange and promissory notes, 
the holder of which may renounce his rights against the acceptor 
or any other party. Such renunciation must be in writing, ui^ess 
the bill is delivered up to the acceptor, with the intention of dis- 
charging his liability, but ' no consideration is required to make it 
effective (c). In the case of an arrangement by a debtor with his 
creditors, by which each creditor agrees to accept a composition, the 
agreement by each creditor to forego part of his claim is sufScient 
consideration for the similar agreements by the others, and the 
debtor is effectively discharged without any release under seal (d). 

A parol release for which the creditor receives consideration 
amounts to an accord and satisfaction (e). 


Construction 928. General words of release will be construed with reference to 
of release. the surrounding circumstances and as being controlled by recitals 
and context so as to give effect to the object and purpose of the 
document (/). A release will not be construed as applying to facts 


Ta) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. 39), 8. 14. In Btrchdll y. BtUloiighf [1896] 
1 Q. B. 325, it was held that an unstamp^ promisso^note, although not admis- 
Bible in evidence, might be handed to a witness in civil proceeding to challenge 
his memory. S^ al^ Jacob v. Lindsay (1801), 1 East, 460, and Maugham y. 
Hubbard (1828), 8 B. & C. 14, where it was held, under former Stamp ActSi that 
an unstamped receipt might be used by a witness to refresh his memory. 

(5) Stackhouse v. Bamston (ISOo), 10 Ves. 453, atp.466; Lodgey.Dicas {IS20)^ 
3 B. & Aid. 611 ; TufnellY, (7oii«to5/e(1836), 8 Sim. 69 (indorsement on a bond to 
the effect that the obligee forgave the obbgor a portion of the debt) ; Harris y. 
Qoodvryn (1841), 2 Man. & O. 405 ; Cross v. Bjprigg (1849), 6 Hare, 552 ; Peacs 
y. Hains (185^, 11 Hare, 151 ; De Bussche y. Alt (1878), 8 Gh. D. 286, 0. A. ; 
Be Hancock, Hancock v. Berrey (1888), 57 L. J. (CH.) 793; Foster v. Dawber 
(1851), 6 Exch. 839 ; Jordan v. Money (1854), 5 H. L. Gas. 185 ; Cupit y. Jackson 
(1824), 13 Price, 721, Ex. Gh. In 2/ym v. Godfrey (1798), 4 Ves. 6, it was held 
that a declaration by a testator to his executor that he did not mean to call for 
payment of a promissory note held by him, did not preclude the executor, even 
in equity, from enforcing payment. The plaintifl^s oonduc^ however, may be 
such as to estop him from asserting the continuance of the liability {Yeomans y. 
Williams (1865), L. B. 1 Eq. 184). If the release is under seal, no consideration 
is necessary {Preston y. Christmas (175^, 2 Wils. 86) ; and a debt of record mav 
be discharged by a release under seal {Barker y. % Qaintin (1844), 12 M« & 
W. 441). As to discharge by cancellation or alteration, see p. 424, ants, 

(c) Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. o. 61), ss. 62, 89 ; Foster y. 
Dawber (1851), 6 Exch. 839. See title Bnxs OF Exohakoe, Fbomissobt 
Notes, and Negotiable Instbukents, Yol. 11., p. 551. 

{d) Norman y. Thompson {\%bQ), 4 Exch. 755. Suchan agreement is, perhaps, 
more properly considered as an accord and satisfaction than a release (see 
p. 443, ante), 

(e) Ford y. Beech (1848), 11 Q. B. 852, Ex. Oh. ; Taylor y. Mannem (1865), 1 
Ch. App. 48. See p. 441, ante, 

(/) ^<iyler y. Homersham (1815), 4 M. & S. 428 « Turner y. Turner (1880), 
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of which the creditor had no knowledge at the time when it was 
given (^). A covenant not to sue, if unlimited as to time and uncon* 
ditional, will be construed as a release (h ) ; but a mere covenant not 
to sue for a limited time is not equivalent to a release (t) ; and a 
covenant not to sue a particular debtor who is liable jointly 
or jointly and severally with others will not operate to discharge 
the others (k). An instrument in the form of a release may be 
construed as a covenant not to sue in order to give effect to 
the. intention of the parties as appearing from the context and 
surrounding circumstances (1). 

929. Where several debtors are bound jointly or jointly and 
severally, a release given to one of them discharges the others (m), 
unless the creditor, when granting the release, reserved his rights 
against them. In that case the release is merely equivalent to a 
covenant not to sue one of the debtors and does not discharge 
the others (n). Where one joint debtor is released by a deed which 


14 Ch. D. 829; Bamtden Hylton, Hylton v. Bi$ooe (1751), 2 Ves. Sen. 305; 
Lampon t. Corke (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 606 ; Boye» y. Blade (1853), 13 0. B. 652; 
Biwet T. BurgeM (1856), 23 Bear. 278 ; Simons y. Johnson (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 
175; Lindo y, Lindo (1839), 1 Beav. 496; Be Perkins, Pgyser y. Beyfus [1898] 
2 Gh. 182, 0. A. Ajs to the construction of particiilar wo^, such as a release 
of all "debts,” "actions,” "contracts/’ "claims and demands,” see Co. Litt. 
291 b ; Hoe's Caw (1592), 5 Co. Eep. 70 b ; Hancadc y. Field (1607), Cro. Jac. 
170 ; Altham's Caw (1610), 8 Co. Bep. 150 b; Tynan y. Bridges (1612), Cro. Jac. 
300 ; WiUon y. Bye (1618), Cro. Jac. 486 ; Haselgrove v. Houw (1865), L. E. X 
Q. 6. 101; Tetley y. Wankw (1867), L. E. 2 ]^ch. 275, Ex. Gh. See also 
titles Bankrtjttcy and Insolvbwot, Vol. n., p. 1 ; Deeds and otheb Instbd- 
HENTS; Exectutobs AND Administbatobs ; Tbusts and Tbusteeb For 
examples of a conditional release, see Oibbons y. Vouillon (1849), 8 G. B. 483 ; 
Newington y. Levy (1870), L. E. 6 C. P. 180, Ex. Ch. ; Hall y. Levy (1875), L. E. 
10 C. P. 154. 

a Lyall V. Edwards (1861), 6 H. & N. 337 ; Ecclesiastical Commissioners for 
_ and V. North Eastern Bail, Co. (1877), 4 Ch. D. 845 ; Be Armitage, Ex parte 
Oood (1877), 6 Ch. D. 46, C. A. ; Be Perkins, Poyser y. Beyfus [1898] 2 Ch. 182, 
C. A. ; London and South Western Bail, Co. y, Blackmore (1870), L. E. 4 H. L. 
610 ; Upton y, Upton (1832), 1 Dowl. 400. 

(h) Ford y. Beech (1848), 11 Q. B. 852, Ex. Ch. 

(») ThimVleby y. Barron (1838), 3 M. & W. 210 ; Ford y. Beech, supra; WelAt 
y, Spicer (1849), 13 Q. B. 886 ; Foley {Lady Emily) y, Fletcher (1858), 3 H. & N. 
769; Mimeg y. Frear (1830), 6 Bing. 547 (covenant by obl^ee of Mud not to 
sue during the life of the obligor hmd no bar to on action by an assignee in the 
name of Ime obligee). 

(A) Hutton y. Eyn (1815), 6 Taunt. 289. 

m Price y. Barker (1855), 4 E. & B. 760; Kearsley y. Cole (1846), 16 M. & W. 
128. 

(m) North y. Wakefidd (1849), 13 Q. B. 536 ; Be Hodgson, Beckett y. Bamsdale 
(1885), 31 Gh. D. 177, 188, G. A. ; Be Wolmershausen, Wolmershausen v. Wdlmer- 
thausrn (1890), 62 L. T. 541 ; Cheetham y. ITard (1797), 1 Bos. & P. 630 ; 
Nicholson y. BeviU (1836), 4 Ad. & El. 675 ; Be E. W. A., [1901] 2 K. B. 642, 0. A. 

(n) Ward y. Natwnal Bank of New Zealand (1883), 8 App. Gas 755, P. G. ; 
Dmny. Newhall (1799), 8 Term Bep. 168 ; Hutton y. Eyre (1815), 6 Taunt. 289 ; 
Sdly y. Forbes (1820), 2 Brod. & Bmg. 38 ; North y, WaJcefidd (1849), 13 Q. B. 
536 ; Price y. Barker (1855), 4 E. ft B. 760 ; Willis y. Be Castro (1858), 4 0. B, 
(n. 8.) 216 ; Bateson y. Costing (1871), L. B. 7 0. P. 9 ; Buck v. Mayeu, [1892] 
2 Q. B. 511, C. A. ; Biot y. Seed, [1900] 1 Q. B. 54, 0. A., per Yavqhan 
W iLUAifs, L.J., at p. 67. See also the decisions as to the efCeot of an accord 
and satisfaction or payment by one of several joint debtors, pp. 444, 445, ante 

n.L.— VIL ' S 
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Scot. 4. 
Diseharge 
of Bight 
of Action 
for Breach 
of Contract 

Joint 

crediloifi 


Debtor 

appointed 

executor. 


does not reserve the right of the creditor against the others, parol 
evidence is not admissible to prove a promise by the others to 
remain liable notwithstanding the release, because such evidence 
would contradict the written instrument (o). 

980. A release given bj one of several joint creditors discharge 
the debt as agninst all of them(p), and a partner has implied 
authority to release any debt due to the firm so as to bind his co- 
partners (q ) ; but a debtor will not be allowed to set up a release 
obtained by him from one of several joint creditors in fraud of the 
others (r), nor will a merely nominal plaintiff be permitted to release 
the cause of action without the consent of the person beneficially 
interested (s). 

A covenant by one of several joint creditors not to sue the debtor 
does not discharge the debt as against the other joint creditors (0* 

931. The appointment of a debtor as executor of his creditor 
operates in law as a release of the debt, because an executor cannot 
sue himself; and the effect is the same if the person appointed 
executor is a debtor jointly or jointly and severally with some other 
person (u), and although he does not prove the will(t)). But in 
equity the debtor is bound to account for the debt as assets of the 
testator (x), unless he can show that the testator, down to the time 
of his death, intended to forgive the debt, in which case he is 
discharged in equity as well as at law (y). The appointment of a 
creditor as executor does not operate as a release, even at law, unless 


As to the effect of a release granted to a principal debtor trhere the creditor 
reserves his rights against the surety, see title Guarakxek. 

(o) Cock$ T. Nath (1832), 0 Bing. 341 ; Harding v. Ambler (1838), 3 M. & W. 
279; Brooke y. Stuart (1839), 9 Ad. & El. 834. 

(p) Ruddoch't Case (1399), 6 Co. Eep. 23 a; Arton v. Booth (1820), 4 Moore 
(c.P.), 192 ; Wallacey. Keleall (1840), 7 M. & W. 264 ; Wild v. Williama (1840), 6 
M. & W. 490 ; Jonei v. Herbert (1817), 7 Taunt. 421 ; Wilkinton v. Lindo (1840), 
7 M. A W. 81. But see Haddon y. Ayert (1838), 1 E. & E. 118; Palmer v. 
Bparshott (1842), 4 Man. & G. 137, and Steeds y. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 337, 
explained in Powell y. Brodhuret, [1901] 2 Gh. 160. See also the decisions as to 
the effect of an accord and satisfaction yrith one of seyeral joint creditors or 
parent to one of them, pp. 444, 445, ante. 

Iq) Perry y. Jackson (1792), 4 Term Eep. 316; Hawkthaw y. Parkins (1819), 2 
Swan. 639 ; Fumival y. ITeaton (1822), 7 Moore (o. F.), 356. See luso title 
Fabtnebship. 

(r) Innell y. Newman (1821), 4 B. & Aid. 419 ; Barker y. Richardson (1827), 1 
Y. & J. 362 ; Wild y. Williams (1840), 6 M. & W.490 ; Phillipsy. Clayett (1843), 
11 M. A W. 84; Rawstome y. Oandell (1846), 16 M. A W. 304; Piercy y. 
Fynney (1871), L. E. 12 Eq. 69; Junes v. Herbert (1817), 7 Taunt. 421 ; ArUm 
y. Booth, tuj^a; Fumival t. Weston (1822), 7 Moore (0. P.), 366. And see 
Afountrtephen y. Brooke (1819), 1 Chit. 390. . . 

(«) Hickey y. Burt (1816), 7 Taunt. 48 ; InneR V. Newman (1821), 4 B. A Aid. 
419. 

(f) Walmetley y. Comer (1839), 11 Ad. A El. 216. 

(tt) Cheetham y. Ward (1797), I Bos. A P. 630; Frsakley y. Fox (1829), 
9 B. A 0. 180. See title ExioirroBS Aim AniamsTBATOBS. A grant of 
administration to a debtor of an intestate does not release the debt, even at law. 

e Rs AppUbee, Leveson y. Beales, [1891] 3 422. 

Carey y. Goodings (179^, 8 Bro. C. 0. 110. 

Strong y. Bird (1874), 1^ B. 18 Eq. 816 ; Re AppUbee, Leveson v. Beales, 

tupra. 
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he proves the will, and, if he proves the will, he is in equity entitled 
to retain his debt out of the assets in priority to other cremtors (z). 

932. Where a member of a partnership is adjudged bankrupt, 
the court may authorise the trustee in bankruptcy to commence and 
prosecute any action in the names of the trustee and of the bank- 
rupt’s partner, and an^r release by such partner of the debt or 
demand to which the action relates is void (a). 

933. A release by an infant is void (&). 


Sub-Sect, i .— Merger . 


934. Where a creditor takes from his debtor a security of a 
higher nature than that which he already possesses for his debt, for 
instance, if be takes a bond or a covenant or recovers judgment in 
respect of a simple contract debt, his remedies on the minor security 
or cause of action are merged by operation of law in the higher 
remedy and are extinguished (c). But a deed or a bond may be 
taken as a collateral security without affecting the original right of 
action if it appears that this was intended by the parties (d). 

In order to have the effect of merging the lower remedy the 
higher security must be co-extensive with it, that is to say, it must 
be taken in respect of the same debt, and the transaction must take 
place between the same parties («). No merger takes place where 
the securities are of equal degree (/). 


([«) Itawlinson v. Shaw (1790), 3 Term Eep. 657. For a detailed treatment of 
this subject, see title Executors and Administrators. 

(a) Bankruptcy Act^ 1883 (46 & 47 Viet, c. 52), s. 113. See title Bankruptcy 
AND Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 161. 

{h) Co. Litt. 264 b ; 2 Shep. Touch. 334, n. See title Infants and Children. 

(c) Owen V. Homan (1851), 3 Mac. & O. 378; Price v. Moulton (1851), 10 

0. B. 661 ; liolfe v. Peterson (1772), 2 Bro. Pari, Cas. 436; Woodward v. Gyles 
(1690), 2 Vern. 119; Marker v. Kenrick (1853), 13 C. B. 188. An acknowledg- 
ment of a debt by an instrument under seal may have the effect of converting 
it into a specialty debt, even though there is no express covenant to pay the 
debt, if it appears that ilie deed was intended to operate as a covenant CSaltoun 
V. Houstoun (1824), 1 Bing. 433; Saunders v. Milsome (1866), L. E. 2 1^. 673; 
Isaacson v. Harivc^ (1868), 3 Ch. App. 225 ; Jackson v. North Eastern Bail. Co, 
Q877), 7 Ch. D. 673). Compare Yates v. Aston (1843), 4 Q. B. 182; Courtney v. 
Taylor (1843), 6 Man, & G. 851. 

(d) Twopenny v. Young (1824), 3 B. & C. 208 ; Yates v. Aston (1843), 4 Q. B. 

182 ; Holmes v. Bell (1841), 3 Man. & G. 213 ; Commissioner of Stamps v. Hope. 
[1891] A. 0. 476, P. 0. ■> tr- i ^ 

(e) WUUe T. Guyler (1795), 6 Term Eep. 176 (deed of surety does not mei*^ 

simple contract debt of principal debtor); Hdmea r. Bell (1841), 3 & Q. 

213 ; SeB v. Banks (1841), 3 Man. & G. 258 ; Norfolk Bail. Co. v. M'Namara (1819), 
3 Exch, 628 (bond for fixed sum to secure an existing debt and such furtbier 
sums as might become due) ; Atuell t. Baker (1850), 15 ^ B. 20 (mortgage by 
one of the makers of joint and several note, with covenant to pay it, doM not 
discharge the other maker) ; Mowatt t. Londesborough {Lord) (1854), 4 E. & B. 

1, Ex. Oh. (deed by way of security executed in favour of trustees for the 
creditor) ; Sharpe v. CHibs (1864), 16 0, B. (w. a.) 527; Boaler v. Mayor (1865), 
19 0. B. (n. 8.) 76 (covenant iu mortgage deed by principal debtor not adisoharge 
of sureties who had given a promissory note) ; Chetwynd v. Allen, [1899] 1 Oh 
Sod. 

W) Preston r. Perton (1601), Oro. Elis. 817 ; BranthvxtU v CormodBU (1627), 
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93d. When judgment has been recovered in a court of record 
the original cause of action is merged in the judgment— transit in 
rem judicatam iq) ; but the judgment, so long as it remains unsatis- 
fied, does not extinguish any remedy except the particular cause of 
action in respect of vrhich it was recovers, and the creditor is not 
precluded by it from enforcing any collateral security which he may 
have taken (h). A judgment in an action for a principal debt does 
not preclude the creditor from bringing a subsequent action for 
interest which had accrued due prior to the date of the judgment (i), 
nor conversely is a judgment in an action for interest only a bar to 
a subsequent action for the principal debt (k). A judgment in an 
action for a principal debt is, however, a bar to any claim for 
subsequent interest, otherwise than on the judgment (1). Where 
a judgment is afterwards reversed the original cause of action 
revives (m). 

A judgment of a foreign or colonial court does not operate as 
a merger of the original cause of action in this country (n) ; but 
if the foreign judgment has been satisfied the creditor will be con- 
sidered to have elected to take it in discharge of the whole cause of 
action, and will be debanred from suing in this country upon the 
original cause of action, even if, owing to a difference between the 
laws of the two countries, the amount of the foreign judgment is 
less than he might have recovered if the action had been brought 
in this country in the first instance (o). 


Gro. Cor. 85 ; Price t. MouUon (1851), 10 0. B. 561, at p. 574 (bond or covenant 
for payment of rent); Kidd v. Boone, Evane' Claim (1871), 40 L. J. (CH^ 531 ; 
JUggeru’e Oaee (1605), 6 Co. Bep. 44 b; and see Chetwynd v. Allen, [1899] 1 Ch. 
353. 

g) Bagd {Lordj v. WHlUtnu (1824), 3 B. & C. 235 ; Siddall v. Rawcliffe (1833), 
1 Or. & III. 487 ; King v. Hoare (1844), 13 M. & W. 494 ; Stewart v. 'I’odd (1846), 
9Q. B. 767, Ex. Ch.; Be European Central Bail. Co., Ea parte Oriental Financial 
Corporation (1876), 4 Ch. D. 33, 0, K.’, Be Sne^d, Ex parte Fewings (1883), 25 
Ch. D. 338, G. A. The original debt, however, is not extinguished for the pur- 
pose of proceedings in bi^ruptcy (Be King and Beetley, Ex parte King and 
Beeeleg, [18951 1 Q. B. 189) ; see title Baitjcbuftot akd iksoLVZNCV, Yol. 11., 
p. 42. As to the operation of a judgment by way of estoppel between the parties, 
see title JunoicBin s abd Obdess. 

(A) Seddon v. 2'utop (1796), 6 Term Bep. 607 ; Drake v. Mitehdl (1803), 3 
East, 251 (judgment on a bill of exchange of one of three joint covenantors no 
bar to an action on the covenant) ; Florence v. Jeninge (1857), 2 G. B. (n. s.) 
454 ; Popple v. Sylveeter (1882), 22 Ch. D. 98 ; Wt^ Proeeer v. Evane, [1895] 1 
Q. B. 108, G. A. (judgment a|^nst one of two joint guarantors on a cheque no 
l»r to an action against both or either of them on the guarantee) ; Economic 
Life Aeaurance Soaety v. Uebome, [1902] A C. 147. 

(i) Florence v. Jening$,eupra. • . 

(k) Morgan v. Bowlande (1872), 41 L. J. (Q. B.) 187. 

(l) Be European Central Bail. Co., Ex ^rte Oriental Financial Corporation 
(1876), 4 Ch. D. 33, G. A ; Be Sneyd, Exparte Fewinge (1883), 25 Ch. D. 338, C. A 

(m) UiggoMfe Oaee (l605), 6 do. Bep. 44 b. As to the effect of a judgment 
which is void os agamst m^itors by reason of the provisions of s. 27 of the 
Debtors Act, 1869732 ft 33 Viet. c. 62), see VibaH v. Cake (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 
364, G. A 

(») Smith V. Nicolle (1839), 5 Bing. (b. 0.) 208 ; Bankof Auelralaeia v. Harding 
(1850), 9 G. B. 661 ; Bank of AuibraloMa v. Niae (1851), 16 Q. B. 717. 

(o) Barber v. Lamb (1860), 8 C. B. (w. B.) 95 ; Taylor v. HoBard, [1902] 1 
E. B. 676. And see tide CoitPUOT ov lAws, Yol. YI., p. 282. 
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936 . As a general rule a judgment recovered against one or 
more of several joint debtors bars an action against the others, even 
if the creditor did not know of their existence at the time when the 
first action was brought, and even if the jud^ent has not been 
satisfied. The foundation of the rule is that joint debtors have the 
right to insist upon being sued together and the creditor has dis- 
abled himself from suing them in this way, for there is only one 
cause of action, and that has been merged in the judgment ( p). 

The rule above stated has no application in cases where the 
liability of the debtors is several as well as joint (q). 

The rule applies equally whether the joint debtors are sued 
together or in separate actions, and whether judgment is obtained 
by consent or otherwise (r). It also applies where one of the joint 
debtors is a married woman who contracted in respect of her 
separate estate (s). 

The plaintiff cannot evade the rule by getting the judgment 
set aside with the consent of the debtor against whom it was 
obtained (t). 

An unsatisfied judgment recovered against one joint contractor 
on a cheque given by him alone in payment of the joint debt does 
not bar an action against the other debtors on the original contract, 
because the cause of action is not the same in each case, and there 
is no merger (a). 

The following exceptions have been grafted upon the rule stated 
above by the provisions of statutes or statutory rules: — 

(1) T^ere the writ of summons is indorsed for a liquidated 
demand, whether specially or otherwise, and there are several 
defendants of whom one or more appear to the writ and another or 
others of them fail to appear, the plaintiff may enter final judgment 
against such as have not appeared, and may issue execution upon 
such judgment without prejudice to his right to proceed with the 
action against such as have appeared (6). 

(2) Where one or more of the defendants make default in deliver- 
ing a defence, the plaintiff may, if his claim is for a debt or 
liquidated demand, enter final judgment against such defendants 
and issue execution upon the judgment, or, if his claim is for 
damages, enter interlocutory judgment against them without 


( p) King v. Hoare (1844), 13 M. ft W. 494 ; KmdaU v. Hamilton (1879), 4 
App. Oas. 604, at pp. 540, 542. 

(o) BlvmfidKt Case (1596), 5 Oo. Bep. 86 b ; Higgena’$ Caie (1605), 6 Co. Bep. 
44 b; Aijrey v. Davenport (1807), 2 Bos. ft P. (u. B.) 474; Lechmere ▼. FMeher 
(1833), 1 Cr. & M. 623 ; King v. Hoare, eufira; Re Davieon, Ex parte Chandler 
(1884), 13 a B. D. 50 ; Ulyth v. Fladgate, [18911 1 Oh. 337. 

(r) McLeod v. Power, [1898] 2 Cb. 295. The defence must be specially 
pleaded (ibid.). 

Hoare y. Hihlett, [1891] 1 Q. B. 781, See title Hu8B.vito Ann WiFB. 

Hammond y. ScA()def(f,T1891] 1 Q. B. 453. 
j Wem Proeter y. £va»<, [1895] 1 ^ B. 108, 0. A. 

(b) B. 8. 0., Ord. 13, r. 4 ; Pirn BrUhere y. Coyfle, [1903] 2 1. B. 467. Whera 
the daim is lor dama^, the plaintiff may sign mterlooutory judgment 
the defendants who have failed to appear and proceed with we action against 
the other defendants (B. S. 0., Ord. 13, r. ' 6). See title PaAonOB and 
Pbooedurb. 
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prejadicd to hie right to proceed with hia action against the other 
defendants (c). 

(S) Where on an application for sammarj judgment under 
Order 14 one or more of the defendants obtain leave to defend the 
action and another or others do not, the plaintiff is entitled to enter 
final judgment against the latter, and to issue execution upon such 
judgment without prejudice to his right to proceed with bis action 
against the former (d). 

(4) Where one or more of the joint debtors were beyond the seas 
at the time when the cause of action accrued, the creditor is not 
barred from commencing and suing any action or suit against him 
or them after his or their return from beyond the seas by reason only 
that he has already recovered judgment against such of the joint 
debtors as were not beyond the seas at that time {e). 

(5) Partners are liable jointly for the debts of the firm, but the 
estate of a deceased partner is also severally liable in a due course of 
administration for such debts, subject to the prior payment of his 
separate debts (/). A creditor who has obtained judgment against 
the surviving partners is not precluded from making a claim against 
the estate of the deceased partner (p), and conversely if he proceeds 
first against the estate of the deceased partner he can afterwards 
sue the surviving partners to recover so much of his debt as has 
not been satisfied (/t). 

937. Where a debt is incurred or contract made under such 
circumstances as to create an alternative liability at the election of 
the creditor, or of one of the parties to the contract, as in the case 
of a contract made by an agent in his own name, a judgment against 
either -of the parties alternatively liable, although unsatisfied, 
operates as a merger, and is a bar to any action against the other, 
the plaintiff by suing one of the parties to judgment being con- 
clusively deemed to have made his election (i). The exceptions 
above mentioned in relation to a judgment against one or more of 
several joint debtors have no application to the case of an alternative 
liability (/;). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Arlitratim. 

938. The parties to a contract may agree that any dispute 
arising out of it, including the question of liability as well as that 


(c) B. S. C., Old. 27, IT. 3, 5. 

Id) E. S. 0., Old. 14, r. 6; WeaU v. Jamn (1893), 68 L. T. 615, 0. A; 
Waltan & Go. t. Topdkyan, Kevorkian and Marltr (190^, 53 W. B. 657, 0. A. 

U) Mercantile Law Amendment Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 97), a. 11. 

( /) Partnerabip Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yiot. o. 39), b. 9. See title PAUTNEBSniF. 

(y) Liverpool Borough Bank v. Walker (1869), 4 De G. & J. 24 ; Be Outram, 
Ex parte Athworth and Outram (1893), 63 L. J. (o. B.) 308. 

(A) Be Hodgton, Beckett v. Bamedale (1885), 31 Oh. D. 177, C. A. 

(♦) PrietUg v. Ferm’e (1865), 3 H. A 0. 977 ; Orou «fc Co. y. itaithewi and 
Wmlace (1904), 91 L. T. 600 ; Morel, Brolhert db Co., Ltd. y. W^erimoidand (Earl), 
[1904] A. 0. 11 ; French y. Howie, [1906] 2 K. B. 674, 0, A. The two latter 
cases were cases of husband and wife. See, howeyer, Partington y. Hawthorne 
(1888), 52 J. P. 807, On the subject of the disclurrge of apiinmal by an election 
to iTOk exclusively to the agent generally, see title Aobnot, Vol. I., p. 209. 

(«) Mord, Brothers ik Co,, Lid.y. Westmorland (Earl), supra; French y. Howie, 
supra. 
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of the amount of damages, shall be referred to arbitration, and that 
the obtaining of an award shall be a condition precedent to the 
right to bring an action on the contract. Where such an agree- 
ment has been made, no right of action arises on the contract until 
the amount of the liability has been ascertained bjr arbitration (0. 

An award made in an arbitration, unless set aside, is final and 
binding on the parties and persons claiming under them with 
respect to all matters within the scope of the reference (m)._ Where 
the award changes the nature of the defendant’s liability, for 
instance, where it fixos an amount to be paid by him in discharge 
of a claim for unliquidated damages, it is .in itself a defence to 
on action brought on the claim ; but if there was a debt due at 
the time of the reference, and the award merely ascertains the 
amount, the award is no defence to such an action without payment 
of the amount awarded (n). 

Sob-Sect. 6.— -Set-off. 

939. Where a right of action has accrued for breach of contract, 
the parties may agree that there shall be set off against the 
creditor’s claim the amount of a debt due from him to the debtor. 
This is equivalent to payment to the extent of the amount set off (o). 

Where an action has been brought in respect of a breach of con- 
tract, the defendant may set off or set up by way of counterclaim 
against the plaintiff's claim any right or claim whether sounding in 
damages or not, and such set-off or counterclaim has the same 
effect as a cross-action so as to enable the court to pronounce a 
final judgment in the same action both on the original and on the 
cross claim (p). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Statutes of Limitation. 

940. A right of action for breach of contract, if not exercised 
within a certain time, is barred by the Statutes of Limitation, but 
the liability of the debtor may be renewed at any time by a written 
acknowledgment of the debt or by part payment of it, the effect of 
which is to take the case out of the operation of the statutes (q). 

Stjb-Seot. 6.— Death of a Party. 

941. The death of any of the parties to a contract does not as a 
general rule affect any right of action that has accrued for breach of 


(i) Scott V. (1856), 5 H. L. Cas. 811 ; Trainor v. Phoenix Fire Aeturance 
Co. (1892), 65 L. T. 825. See titles Aotion, Vol. I., p. 22: Abbitbation, 
Vol. I., p. 445. 

(wi) Ai-bitration Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. o. 49), s. 2, Sched. I. ; Martin v. 
Boulanger (1883), 8 App. Oas. 296, P. 0. ; Hutcheson v. Eaion (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 
861, 0. A (award no bar as to matters beyond the scope of the reference), 
discussed and followed in Be North JVestern Bubber Co., Ltd. and HUttenbach Jb 
Co., [1908] 2 KB. 007, 0. A., at p. 912. 

(n) Allen v. Milner (1831), 2 Or. & J. 47 ; Parkes v. SmUh (1850), 15 Q. B. 
297 ; Commings v. Heard (1869), L. B. 4 Q. 13. M9. 

(o) See p. 444, ante. 

( p) K S. 0., Ord. 19, r. 8. As to set-oS in general, see title Set-off ano 

COTTNTEBOLAIM. 

(s) For a full treatment of this subject, see title Lhhtation of Actions. 
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the contract, and snch right of action survives to or against their per 
sonid representatives. The maxim Actio personalis moribur cum per- 
sonabaa no application to an action founded on contract (r), and, in 
cases where the same facts constitute both a breach of contract and a 
tort, the executor is not precluded from recovering damages to the per* 
son^ estate arising from the breach of contract by reason of the fact 
that an action of tort might have been brought during the life of the 
testator in respect of personal injury resulting from the same act (<). 

Where, however, the claim, though in form an action for breach 
of contract, is in reality an action arising out of a personal injury, 
as in the case of an action for breach of promise of marriage where 
no special damage to the property of the promisee is alleged, the 
cause of action terminates with the death of either of the parties, 
and does not survive to or against the personal representatives (t). 

Contracts of a purely personal nature, such as contracts for 
personal services, are discharged by the death of either of the 
parties (u), but a vested right of action for money actually earned 
under such a contract before the death of one of the parties survives 
to his personal representatives (ir). 

Sub-Sect. 9. — Bankruptcy 

942. After a receiving order has been made in bankruptcy 
against one of the parlies to a contract he can no longer be sued in 
respect of a breach of the contract committed before the date of the 
order except with the leave of the court. The creditor’s only 
remedy is to prove for the debt or liability in the bankruptcy (x). 
An order of discharge releases the bankrupt from all debts provable in 
bankruptcy, with certain exceptions, but does not release any ^rson 
who was jointly bound or had made any joint contract with him (y). 

The property of a debtor, including his rights of action on 
contracts, is vested in the trustee in his bankruptcy from the date 
of the order of adjudication (z), and all property acquired by the 


(r) WheaUey ▼. Lane (1669), 1 Wins. Saand. 239 ; Bicketle v. Weaver (1844), 
12 M. & W. 718 ; Twyerou v. Qrant (1878), 4 0. P. D. 40, 0. A. ; Phillips v. 
Homfray (188^, 24 Ch. D. 439, G. A. ; Peebles r. OswaldtwieBe Urban District 
Council, [1896] 2 Q. B. 159, G. A. As to the application of the maxim above 
quoted, see title Executors and AniaNisTRATOBS. 

(s) Knights v. Quarles (1820), 2 Brod. A Bing. 102; Bradshaw v. Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Rail. Co. (l875), L. E. 10 G. P. 189 ; Leggott v. Qreat Northern 
Rail. Co. (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 599 ; Baithyanyv. Wedford (1887), 36 Ch. D. 269, G. A 

(t) Chamberlain v. Williamson (1814), 2 M.df 8.408; Finlay y. Cfttrnsy (1888), 
20 Q. B. D. 494, G. A. See also James v. Morgan, [1909] 1 K B. 564, and title 
llUSBAKD AMD WHE. 

(u) See p. 431, ante. But see Wilson v. Harper, [1908] 2 Gh. 370, where it was 
held that the death of a person, to whom a fim hi^ agreed to pay commission 
on accounts of persons introduced by him "so'ldng as we do business with 
them,” did not terminate the liability, which continuM in favour of his executors 
so long as the firm did business with the persons so introduced. 

(w) Stubbs V. Holywell Rail. Co. (1867), L. XL 2 ^ch. 311. See title ICasteb 
Axo Servant. 


(x) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Tict. c. 62), ss. 9, 37 ; and see title Bank- 
BunoT AND lN80LVXN(nr,yoL II., p. 60. Astothe^ectofthewinding-wofs 
oompsny on oontracts made with the company, see title GoitFANuaL YoL Y* 
ty) IWd.,s.80(2),(8). 
it) Ibid., ss. 20, 64, 168. 
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banknipt before his discharge is divisible among his creditors (a). 
The trustee, therefore, is in general the proper person to enforce a 
right of action vested in the debtor, but m the case of a contract for 
personal services entered into by a bankrupt, if a right of action 
accrues during the bankruptcy the debtor is entitled to sue for 
breach of the contract, subject to the right of the trustee to intervene 
and claim the proceeds (b). 

Sttb-Sect. 10 . — Oontrada with an Alien Entmy. 

943 . The effect of an outbreak of war upon a contract that has 
been previously made with a subject of a hostile State is that 
if the contract is executory it is avoided, and both parties are released 
from performance (c) ; if, however, the contract was executed at the 
time when the war began, its validity is not affected, but the remedy 
upon it is suspended during the continuance of the war and revives 
when peace is restored (d). 


Part VI. — Constructive Contracts. 

Shot. 1. — In General. 

944 . Contracts, as we have seen, may be either express or 
implied (e), and of the latter there are two broad divisions, the 
term “ implied contract ” in English law being applied not only to 
contracts which are inferred from the conduct or presumed inten- 
tion of the parties, of which examples have already been given (/), 
but also to obligations imposed by implication of law, quite apart 
from and without regard to the probable intention of the parties, 
and sometimes even in opposition to their expressed or presumed 
intention (g). Strictly speaking, the latter class, or constructive 
contracts, as they are sometimes called, are not true contracts at all, 
since the element of consent {h) is absent, but by a fiction of law. 


(a) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 44. 

(5) Jameson t. Brick and Stone Co. (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 208, C. A. ; Dailey t. 
Thurston A Co., Ltd., [1903] 1 IC. B. 137, G. A. For a full treatment of this 
subject, see title Bankbttptot and Insolvenov, Vol. II., pp. 138, 167. 

(c) See p. 432, ante. 

(o) Ex mrle Boussmaker (1806), 13 Ves. 71 ; Alcenius v. Nygren (1854), 1 
Jur. (n. S.) 16 ; Janson r. Drie/ontein Consolidate Mines, Ltd., [1^2] A. C. 484 ; 
Boe title Auens, Yol. L, at p. 310. 

(e) See pp. 345 et seq., ante. 

(/) E.g., see note (t), p. 348, ante. 

(a) E.g., where a husband has unjustifiably tamed away or deserted his wife 
and a tradesman supplira her with necessaries, he is entitled to sue the husband 
for the price on an implied contract, notwithstamding that he may have received 
express instraotions from the husband not to give credit to the wife (WBson v. 
Ofossqp (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 354, 0. A. ; Hunt v. Be Blaquiere (1829^5 Bing. 550) ; 
and see Bradshaw v. Beard (1862), 13 0. B. (n. s.) 344, and title Hxtseakd An 
Wm. 

(A) See p. 354, ante. 
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invented for the purposes of pleading, they are regarded as oontraets,' 
and will be treated here as such. 

945. It is an axiom of tibe law that no person will be permitted 
to take advantage of his own fraud or wrong (t) ; and although no 
promise of remuneration is implied in law &om the mere fact that 
services are performed for another and the benefit accepted by 
him (k), such a promise is implied where one person % fraud 
induces another to perform a service without intending to pay for 
it ; and the obligation so created may be enforced in the same way 
as if it were an obligation arising out of an express contract (2). 
For example, if a person travels by railway without a ticket, 
intending to avoid payment of his fare (m), or carries luggage with 
an excursion ticket issued on condition that no luggage shall be 
taken (n), or takes merchandise as personal luggage (o), he can be 
sued on an implied contract for the amount of the fare or for the 
carriage of the luggage, as the case may be. On the same principle, 
a person who fraudulently induces another to sell goods to a third 
person whom he knows to be insolvent is liable on an implied 
contract to pay the price (a), and a person who clandestinely 
abstracts gas which has not passed through the meter may be sued 
on an implied contract to pay the price of the gas(2>). 

The obligations created by the application of the principles 
of general average and salvage (c) are important instances of 
the kind of contracts under consideration, and others may 
be conveniently arranged and treated of under the following 
headings (d). 


(t) Hill V. PerroU (1810), 3 Taunt. 274. 

{k) Reeve v. Reeve (1858), 1 F. & F. 280; Foord v. Morley (1859), 1 F. & 
F. 496 ; Taylur v. Urewer (1813), 1 M. & S. 290; Hultey, Hulte (1856), 17 C. B. 
711 ; Rutaei v. iPClynumt (1906), 8 F. (Ct. of Sees.) 821. 

(1) Rumeey V. Norih Euitem Rail. Vo, (1863), 14 C. B. (N. 8.) 641 ; Lightly 
T. Clmtion (1808), 1 Taunt. 112 (A. having wrongfully induced B.’b apprentice 
to work for him, held that B. might sue for the value of the services in an 
action for work and labour) ; Fotitr v. Stewart (1814), 3 M, & S. 191 (similar 

{rn) London and Bri(jhUm RaU. Co, T. Watson (1879), 4 0. P. D. 118, C. A. 
But ne cannot be sued on an implied contract to pay a sum in the nature of a 
penally under a bye-law, as in the case of a bye-law providing that a passenger 
travelUng without a ticket should pay the fare from the place from which the 
train commenced the journey (tMcf.). 

(n) Rumsey v. North Eastern Rail, Co.g supra, 

Britten v. Great Northern Rail. Co,g [1899] 1 Q. B. 2-13. 

(а) HUl Y. PerroU^ supra. And Bee J Motts v. Barry (1820), 2 Brod. & Bing. 
869, where the defendant, who had fraudulently conspired with an insolvent to 
obtain goods from the plaintiff and received tne mceeds in satisfaction of a 
debt due to him from the insolvent, was held likble to pay over the proceeds. 
For further illustrations of the principle, see pp. 471 sf seq.^ post, 

(б) Birmingham and Staffordshire Gas Co, v. Ratcliffe (1871), 40 L. J. (EX.) 
136. 

(c) As to which, see titles Aumibalty, Vol. L, p. 73 ; SniPPixo Aim 
Nayioatioit. The principle of salvage is confined to maritime law. There is 
no general right to salvage known to our law {Fakke v. Scottish Imperial 
Insurance Co, (1886), 34 Ch. D. 234, C. A., at pp. 239, 248). 
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Sect. 2 . — Money paid. „ - 

Honey pdd. 

946. Where a payment is made at the request of another, a 
promise to repay the amount will be implied, even though the request. ^ 
person at whose request the payment was made has not thereby 

been relieved from any legal claim (e). 

947. Where one person has been compelled to pay the debt or Payment of 
discharge the liability of another, the law will, as a general rule, another’s 
imply a contract on the part of such other person to indemnify 

him, as though the payment had been made at the request of the 
other, and he who has been compelled to pay may recover the 
amount of the payment under the title of money paid to the 
other’s use (/). 

948. The most common example of a compulsory payment to indemnity of 
the use of another occurs where a surety, or a person in a position surety, 
analogous to that of a surety, is called upon to pay a sum of money 

on the default of the principal debtor or other person primarily 
liable. He may recover in this form of action the money so paid, 
by reason of the implied contract of indemnity (y). Thus, a person 
becoming bail for another may recover from that other any sum 
which he has been compelled to pay through his default (ft); the 
drawer or indorser of a bill who has been compelled to pay the 
holder may sue the ficceptor ; and the acceptor of an accommodation 
bill is entitled to be indemnified by the person accommodated (i). 

(e) It is immaterial in such- a case whether the payment discharges a debt 
due to a stranger or is a loan or gift to him (per PoixoCK, O.B., m Brittain 

V. Lloyd (1845), 14 M. & W. 762, at p. 773). 

(/) Johnson v. Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. (1867), L. E. 3 C. P. 38; 
ffeo/iardt v. Saunders, [1892] 2 Q. B. 452 ; Andrew v. St, Olave’s Board of Works, 

[1898] 1 Q. B. 775 ; The Heather Bell, [1901] P. 143, per Jeunb, P., at p. 155. 

Though the person compiled to pay usually stonds in some kind of relationship 
to the person for whom ne pays, no relationship or privity is necessary to give a 
right of action (per Likdley, L.J., in Edmunds v. Wallin^ord (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 

811, 0. A., at p. 815 ; and see per Willes, J., in Roberts v. Crowe (1872), L. E. 

7 0. P. 629). See also Oriffenhoo/ev. Baubrez (1855), 5 E. & B. 746 ; The Orchis * 

(1890), 15 P. D. 38 ; England v. Marsden (1866), L. E. 1 0. P. 629, which was 
questioned in Edmunds y. Wallingford, supra. 

Por cases in which a person in the course of his employment is compelled to 
discharge a liability for which his employer is primarily liable, see title 
Agency, Vol. I., p. 196. 

(g) Hales y. Freeman (1819), 4 Moore (o. P.), 21 ; Bate y. Payne (1849), 

13 Q. B. 900 ; compare Foster y. Ley (1835), 2 Bing, (w, o.) 269. For peraons in 
a position analogous to that of a surety, see Longchamp y. Kenny (1779), 1 Doug. 

(K. B.) 137, and Brown y. Hodgson (1811), 4 Taunt. 189. In ihe latter case a 
carrier by mistake delivered goods to B. instead of to 0. ; being compelled to 
pay their value to 0., he was held entitled to recover from B. The implied con- 
tract of indemnity may he ousted by an express agreement between the parties, 
orbythetakingof security; see rou«sotnfy..Marttnno»i« (1787), 2TerpaEep. 100. 

(A) His indemnity extends to all expenses to which he is put by reason of 
having given bail (Fisher y. Fallows (1804), 6 Esp. 171 ; Emery y. Clark (1857). 

2 C. B. (k. 8.) 682 ; see also Jones y. Orchard (1865), 16 0. B. 614). 

(t) Pownal v. Ferrand (1827), 6 B. & 0. 439; Asprey y. Levy (1847), 16 M. & 

W, 851 ; Reynolds v. Doyle (1840), 2 Scott (k. b.), 45 ; Driver v. Burton (1862), 

17 Q. B. 989 ; Bleaden y. Charles (1831), 6 Moo. ft P. 14 ; see also the Bills of 
Exchange Act, 1882 (45 ft 46 Viet. c. 61), s. 28, and title Bnxs OP Exohanob, 

Promissoet Notes aed Negotiable IirsTEUMBirre, V<d. n., pp. bTHdtseq. 
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So, where a partner accepts a bill in the name of the firm for a 
debt due from him personally, and the other partner is compelled 
to pay the bill, the latter may recover the amount from the former 
as money paid to his use (j). 

On the same principle a tenant who has assigned his leaM, and 
is afterwards compelled to execute repairs under his covenant with 
the lessor, may recover the cost from the assignee, such assignee 
being primarily liable {k). 

949. There is another class of cases closely similar, in which 
the defendant, though not primarily liable as regards third persons, 
is required by statute to discharge a liability which would otherwise 
fall on the plaintiff, and by reason of his default the plaintiff has 
been compelled to pay. Thus, where a landlord is required to bear 
the burden of taxes which are payable in the first instance by the 
tenant, and fails to do so, the tenant may (unless he is restricted to 
making a deduction from his rent (0 ) recover the amount of such 
payment as he has been compelled to make, under an implied 
contract with his landlord, and os having been money paid to his 
use (m) ; but where the statute itself provides the tenant’s remedy, 
as in the case of the landlord’s income tax, by allowing him to 
deduct the tax or other expense from the rent, that, as a general 
rule, is his only remedy, and a tenant who omits to make the 
deduction cannot treat his payment as having been made to his 
landlord’s use (n). 

950. Or again, the defendant, instead of having the liability 
im^sed upon him by statute, may have taken upon himself by 
agreement with the plaintiff the duty of discharging a liability 
which would otherwise fall on the plaintiff, and if, by reason of bis 
breach of such agreement, the plaintiff has been compelled to pay, 
be may recover the amount as money paid to the defendant’s 
use (o). 


(j) CrtM V. CItethire (1851), 7 Exch. 43. 

(A*) MouU T. Garrett (1872), L. B. 7 Exch. 101, Ex. Ch. See also Juhne v. 
I'iitle, [1900] 1 Gh. 296; Donner t . Tidtenham and Edmonton Permanent Invett- 
ment liuHding Society, [1899J 1 Q. B. ICl, C. A. 

(l) As, for example, under the Metropolitan Building Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet, 
e. 122), repealed by the Tjondon Building Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. ocxiii.), s. 215. 

(m) Earle t. Maugham (1663), 14 C. B. (ir. &) 626; Daweon t. Linton (1822), 
5 B. & Aid 521 : baker y. OreenkUl (1842), 3 Q. B. 148. 

(n) His payment will be treated either as a Toluntaryjnyment and not recover, 
able {Denbff y. Jfoore (1817), 1 B. & Aid. 128 ; and see poet, p. 477), or else as a 
payment of rent in uranoe and not recoverable as money paid to the use of 
the landlord until the whole of the rent has been paid in fufi {Gumming v. Bed- 
horough (1846), 15 M. & W. 438, per Aldeosox, B., at j>. 443 ; Stubbs v. Parson 
(1820), 3 B. & Aid. 516, per Batley, J., at p. 520)., The law on this point is 
perham not bee from doubt; see Bobinson on Income Tax, 2ud ed.,pp. 148, 274. 

(o) lie may, of course, also claim damages for breach of the agreement. 
Such u agreement may even be implied, mther by custom {Orissdl v. Jtbbineon 
(1836), 3^ Scott, 329 ; see also Wbkinson v. Orant (1856), 18 0. B. 319) or on 
the special bu^ot the case (Hawley v. Beverley (1843), 6 Scott (h. E.), 837 ; 
Stone V. Evans (1797), Peake, Add. Cos. 94). Contrm, however, with Oriet^l v. 

the earlier case of i^peneerv.PofTy (1835), 8 Ad.ftEL831, where 
it was hedd that this form of action would not lie against a tenant for the breach 
of an agreement to pay landlord’s taxes. In Bate v. /%ne (1849), 13 Q B. 
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So, where a person in the course of his employment incurs Bbot. 2 . 
a liability on the employer’s behalf whhsh he is compelled to dis- M<mey paid, 
charge, he may recover any payment made thereunder from his 
employer (p). Incurredia 

This rule applies to the case of a plaintiff who has incurred tonne of 
expense in deleting an action on the defendant’s behalf or at his 
express or implied request (q). But a plaintiff who has accepted an 
accommodation bill and been compelled to pay the costs of an action 
brought thereon cannot recover such costs from the person accom> 
modated in this form of action (r) unless he was requested by him 
to undertake the defence (»). 

951. A voluntary (t) payment made by one person on behalf of Voluntary 
another without his request is not recoverable under this form of 
action (u), however clearly the payment is for the defendant’s 
benefit (x), and even though it may relieve him from a legal 
liability (y), or though followed by an express promise of reimburse- 
ment {z). But it has been said that where the person for whom a 

SM)0, au executor, being leouii-ed to pay duty on profits accruing from and on 
the principal value of leaseholds whiw he h^ allowed the legatee to occupy 
for fifteen years, recovered the sum paid from the legatee. 

(p) For illustrations see under title Aoenov, Yol. I., p. 1-15. 

(?) Howa V. Martin (1794), 1 Esp. 161 ; WtUiamton v. Henley (1829), 6 Bing. 

299; Frixione v. Taglia/trro (1856), 10 Moo. P. 0. 0. 175; Ite IVelU and 
Croft, Ex jparte Official Beonver (1895), 72 L. T. 359; Pettman v. £e5fe (1850), 

9 G. B. 701. So the costs of an action brought on another’s behalf with hts 
authority, express or implied, may be recovered from him in this form of 
action (Bailey v. Macavlay (1849), 13 Q. B. 815; Curtie v. Barclay (1826), 

5 B. & 0. 141). 

(r) Beaver v. Beaver (1834), 6 0. & P. 673. 

(4 Oarrard v. Cottrell (1847), 10 Q. B. 679 ; OUklt v. Bippon (1829), Mood. 

6 M. 406. 

(() The meaning of voluntary ” is the same as in the next section, 

“ Money had and received ” ; some of the following cases are common to both 

BOCblOQ 8* 

(tt) Lampleigh v. Brathwait (1615), Hob. 105, 1 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 141 ; 

Denby v. moore (1817), 1 B. & Aid. 123 ; Wilitony. Bay (1839), 10 Ad. & EL 82 ; 

Bradshaw v. Bradshaw (1841), 9 M, & W. 29 ; Cartwright v. Rowley (1799), 2 Esp. 

723 ; Re National Motor Mail-Coach Cb., Ltd.y Clinton's Claiiriy [1908] 2 Ch. 516, 

C. A., at pp. 520, 523. A sherifE cannot recoyer money paid for keeping goods seized 
under a writ, without an express request {BMe v. Havelock (1813), 3 Uamp. 374). 

(a:) Tappin v. Broster (1823), 1 0. & P. 112 ; Re Lesliey Leslie v. French (1883), 

23 Ch. D. 652 ; FaJcke v. Scottish Imperial Insurance Go, (1886), 34 Oh. I), 234, 

C. A. ; Re Winchilsea's {Earl) Policy Trusts (1888), 39 Oh. D. 168 ; Fry v. Lane 
(1888), 40 Ch. D. 312 ; Atkins y. Banwell (1802), 2 East, 505. See al^ Victors 
V. Davies (1844), 12 M. ^ W. 758. 

(y) Sleigh y. Sleigh (1850), 6 Exch. 514 ; Johnson v. Royal Mail Steam 
Pawet Co, (1867), L. B. 3 0. P. 38, per Willes, J., at p. 43. The defendant 
may be liable, howeyer, for a payment which is not voluntary, even though he 
may not thereby be relieved (see p. 465, ante), 

(s) JS^isftt^oodv. £ienyon(1840), 11 Ad. &E1.438; Re National Motor Mail-Coach 
Coey Ltd,y Clinton's Claimy supra, overruling on one pomi Re English and Colonial 
Produce Co,y Ltd,y [1906] 2 Ch. 435, 0. A. An apparent exception to the rule 
that voluntary payments cannot be recovered is found in the case of a stranmr 
incurring expense in the burial of a woman separated from her husband. He 
may recover such expense from the husband, probably on the ground of public 
policy {Ambrose v. Kerrison (1851), 10 0. B. 776 ; see also Bradshaw v. Beard 
1 1862), 12 0. B. (v. B.) 344). A fortioriy a plaintiff cannot recover moi^cy paid for 
the defendant against the defendant’s will (Stokes y. Lewis (1785), 1 Term 

20; Warwick v. Slade (1811), 3 Camp. 127 ; Fisher v. Liverpool Insurance 
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voluntary payment has been made has the option of either adopting 
or declining the benefit, and he elects to adopt it, he will hemme 
liable to repay the money so paid on his b«ialf(fl). 

962. The compulsion applied to make the plaintiff pay the 
defendant’s debt need not, however, be a legal compulsion which 
admits of no alternative (b). Thus, an under-tenant paying his imme- 
diate lessor’s rent under threat of distress or eviction by the head 
lessor pays under compulsion, and may recover tlie rent as money 
paid for his lessor’s use (c), and a payment made on demand to d 
TOrson in a position to dictate terms which there is no legal obliga- 
tion to accept is deemed to be made under compulsion (d) ; if, 
however, the payment is made in pursuance of any such terms, 
but after the compulsion has been removed, the payment is no 
longer deemed to be compulsory and is not recoverable (e). Bo 
long as the compulsion exists, it is immaterial by what machinery 
it maybe applied (/). It is not necessary, in order to render a 
jayment compulsory, that the plaintiff should have waited till legal 
u’oceedings were actually taken against him (g ) ; nor, on the other 
rand, is he disentitled to recover because time may have been given 
lim for payment (h). 

Another kind of compulsion which is not strictly legal compulsion 
occurs where a person incurs expense in order to recover his own 
goods which have been lawfully seized or detained for another’s 
debt (i). The most common example is where one person’s goods 


(1^74), L.R. 9 Q. B. 418, Ex. Ch. ; Home Marine Insurance Co. v. Smithy [1898] 
2 Q, 15. 351, C. A. ; Bowlhy v. Bell (1846), 3 0. B. 284 ; Howard v. Tucker (1831), 
1 B, & Ad. 712). 

(а) Leigh v. Dickeeon (1884), 15 Q. B. I>. 60, C. A., per Brett, M.E., at 
pp. 64, 65 ; Barber v. Brown (1857), 1 0. B. (N. s.) 121, 151 ; Roherte v. 
Champion (1826), 5 L. J. (o. 8.) (K. B.) 44. 

(б) There may be practical ** without “ actual legal ” compulsion (see upon 
this point North v. Walthamstow Urban District Council (1898), 62 J. P. 836 ; 
but see also Hll/s y. Bromley Rural District Council (1899), 81 L. T. 224). 

(c) Murphy v. Davey (1884), 14 L. E. Ir. 28 ; Jones v, Morris (1849V 3 Exch. 742. 
See, after July 1, 1909, Law of Distress Amendment Act, 1908 (8^w. 7, c. 53), 
and title Distress. 

(<f) Atkinson v. Denby (1862), 7 H. & N. 934, Ex. Ch., in which case defendant 
refused to agree to a composition unless plaintiff paid him £50 : plaintiff held 
entitled to recover; Smith v. Cw^(1817V 6 M. & S. 160, where plaintiff on 
ente^g into a commsition scheme agreed to give preferential payment bjr way 
of bills to the defendant, and was subsequently compelled to pay such bills to 
third persons as holders for value ; Horton v. Riley (1843), 11 M. & W. 492 ; 
Smithy. Bromley (1760), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 696, n. 

(e) Wilson v. Ray (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 82. 

{/) Cross V. Cheshire (1851), 7 Exdi. 43. In this case B., being in partnership 
with A., gave a promissory note in the partnership name, for his private debt. A., 
having been compelled to pay on the note, was held entitled to recover against B. 

ja) Maydew v. Forrester (1814), 5 Taunt Hutton v. Eyre (1815)| 

6 Taunt. 289 ; Cordron v. Masserene {Lord) (1792), Peake, 194 ; Hales v. Freeman 
fl819), 4 Moore (o. P.), 21, per Bttbrouoh, J., at p. 32. But payment without 
legal obligation, as by the drawer of an accommodation bill who has received 
no notice of dishonour to the holder, is volimtary and not recoverable (Sleigh 
V. Sleigh (1850), 5 Exch. 514). 

(h) Carter v. Carter (1829), 5 Bing. 400. 

{%) Edmunds v. Walling/ord (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 811, 0. A. ; The Orchis 
11890), 15 P. D. 38, 0. A. In the former case A. *8 goods were seized under a 
judgment against B. in dreumstanoes which estopped A. from setting up his 
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have been lawfully distrained for rent dae to another person’s 
landlord. Hie owner of the goods may in sneh a case redeem 
them and recover the exMnse from the person distrained npon (k). 
But no such right of indemnity will be implied where the goods 
are left on the premises distrained upon for the convenience of 
their owner (Z), or where as between the owner ,of the goods and 
the tenant the owner is liable for the rent (m). A foi-Uori, a person 
who without request pays money to prevent distraint upon another 
person’s goods cannot recover in respect of such payment (n). 

953. Analogous to the case of a plaintiff having redeemed his 
own goods distrained for the defendant’s rent is that of a plaintiff 
having paid off a lien incurred by the defendant in order to obtain 
his own goods. He, too, may recover the sum so paid from the 
defendant (o). 

954. A plaintiff, though under no legal compulsion to pay 
money on the defendant’s behalf, may have paid it under such 
circumstances that the defendant will not be allowed to dispute is 
authority. In this case, too, the plaintiff will be entitled to recover 
the amount so paid as having been paid for the defendant’s use(p). 

955. In order to be entitled to recover in this form of action the 
plaintiff must have made an actual or virtual payment of money ($)• 


title against the creditor. A. was nevertheless entitled to be indemnified by 
B. In the latter case a claim in rem brought against a vessel was paid off by 
the mortgagees of the vessel, who were held entitled to be indemnified by the 
mortgagors. After July 1 , 1909, the remedy of the owner of the goods will be to 
proceed under s. 1 of the Law of Distress Amendment Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 53). 
See title Disteess. 

{k) Exall V. Partridge (1799), 8 Term Hep. 308 ; and see Edmunds v. Walling- 
ford (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 811, C. A. These two cases were considered in Re Button^ 
Ex parte Haviside^ [1907] 2 K. B. 180, 0. A., at pp. 188, 190. Eeference may 
also be made to Taylor v. Zamira (1816), 6 Taunt. 624. In Sapeford v. Fletcher 
(1792), 4 Term Eep. 511, an under-tenant paid his lessor’s ground rent under 
threat of distress by the superior landlord, and was held entitled to deduct such 
payment from his own rent (^ also Graham v. Tate (1813), 1 M. & S. 609; 
Gregory v« Stanway (1860), 2 E. & F. 309). If he does not redeem the goods he 
cannot recover their value in this form of action (Jlfoore v. Pyrhe (1809), 11 East, 
52 ; and see p. 476, poet, and compare Rodgers v. Maw (1846), 15 M. & W. 444). 

(Z) Griffenhoofe v. Dauhrez (1855), 5 E. & B. 746, Ex. Ch. ; and it makes no 
difference that the tenant also may incidentally reap a benefit. In Enaland 
V. Mareden (1866), L. B. 1 0. P. 529, the plaintiff had a bill of sale on 
defendant’s goods, but after seizing them he allowed them for his own oon- 
venience to remain with the defendant, and subsequently paid defendant’s rent 
to prevent such goods from being distrained. He was neld not entitled to 
recover ; but the decision was doubted in Edmunds v. Wallingford (1885), 14 
Q. B. D. 811, 0. A. As to ihe right of contribution where one of two persons 
who hold separate under-leases derived Irom one original lease luts paid the 
whole rent under threat of distress by the original lessor, see p. 472, paet^ 

(m) Edmunds v. Wallingford^ supra. 

In) Jones v. Simmons (1881), 45 J. P. 668 . 

(o) But he must give the defendant an opportunity of disputing the amount 
of the lien {Bevan v. Waters (1828), 3 0. & P. 520 ; and see Jenson v. Boyod MaU 
Steam Packet Co. (1867), 17 L. T. 445, case suggested by WilXES, J., at p. 450). 

Ip) Alexander v. Vane (^1836), 1 M. & W. 511. 

( 7 ) See cases cited in following notes, and analogous oases under Money had 
and received,” p. 473, post. 
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Neither the incurring of a liabiUty (r) nor the loss of goods ($) can be 
treated as money paid. 

956. Further, for this form of action to liOi it is essential that 
the payment should have been strictly for the use of the defendant. 
Thus, where a plaintiff had bought stolen cows in open market and 
paid for their keep, and on conviction of the thief the cows had 
revested (t) in the defendant, it was held that the plaintiff could 
not recover the price of their keep as money paid to the defendant’s 
use, because from the time when the plaintiff purchased them until 
conviction of the thief they were the plaintiff’s own property (a). 

957. Where a person makes a payment in discharge of a liability 
incurred in consequence of his own negligence or breach of duty (&), 
or in respect of a transaction which he Imows to be unlawful (c), or 
a gaming or wagering contract (d), no contract to indemnify him 
will be implied. But the illegality of a transaction in respect of 
which a payment is made will not disentitle the person making the 
payment to indemnity where the transaction is not illegal in itself, 
Wt only by reason of circumstances which are unknown to him (e). 


(r) Thus, where one of the makers of a joint and several promissory note 
ve a bond to the holder when the note was due, but paid no money on the 
nd, it was held that he could not recover contribution against other makers 

of the promissory note {Maxwell v. Jameson (1818), 2 B. & Aid. 51) ; and see Taylor 
V. Higgins (1802), 3 East, 169 ; but see also Barclay v. Oooch (1797\ 2 Esp. 571, 
where Lord Kentok held that a plaintiff giving a promissory note xor the defen- 
dant’s debt, which the defendant’s creditor accepts in payment, may maintain an 
action against the defendant for money paid to his use. See this mat and other 
coses discussed in Fah^ v. Frawley (1890), 26 L. B. Ir. 78, at pp. 89, 90. 

(s) Where a plaintiff’s goods are distrained on the defendant's premises for 
rent due to the defendant’s landlord and purchased by a stranger, the plaintiff 
cannot maintain an action for money j^d to the use of the defendant, the 
money paid never having been the plmutifTs money {Moore v. Pyrhe (1809), 11 
East, 52) ; and payment by an agent is treated as payment by the principal, 
however principm and agent may ultimately settle their mutual accounts 
{Adams v. Dansey (1830), 6 Bing. 506). But where the plaintiff’s goods are 
seized by a stranger under a writof fa. for a debt which ^ between plaintiff 
and defendant) the defendant should have paid, the plaintiff may recover their 
value from the defendant as ** money paid,’’ because the levy of the sheriff has 
converted the plaintiff’s goods into money {Rodgers v. Maw (l846), 15 M. & W. 
444, distinguishing Moore v. Pyrke^ supra, on ims groimd). 

(t) By vutue of the Larceny Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. o. 96), s. 100. 

(a) Walker v. Jlfcit<Aei(;^1881),8 Q. B. D. 109 ; and see Rttyuil MaU Steam Packet 
Co. V. Acraman (1848), 2 !l&ch. 569 ; ThurtieU v. Spmonds (1843), 1 Oar. & Eir.44. 
Bee analogous cases under Money had and received,” p. 473, post. 

{h) Pitcher v. Bailey (1807), 8 East, 171 ; Toplis v. Qrane (1839), 5 Bing. (n. C.) 
636; Simpson v. Swan (1812), 3 Camp. 291; Sirring v, Oreenwood (1825), 4 
B. & 0. 281 ; Frixione v. Taglia/etro (1856), 10 Mm. P. 0. 0. 175 ; Davison v. 
Fernandes (1889), 6 T. L. B. 73 ; Lewis v. Samuel (1846), 8 ^ B. 685 ; Capp v. 
Topham (1805), 6 East, 392. 

e) Shadcell v. Rosier (1836), 2 Bing. (n. o.) 634 ; ^Seott v. Brown, Doering, 
MeNah dk Co., [1892] 2 Q. B. 724, 0. A. ; Josephs v, Pehrer (1825), 8 6. & 0. 639 
(purcluu« of shares m illegal company); Alikins v. Jupe (1877), 2 0. P« D. 375 
(premiums paid on illegal insurance) ; Re Parker (1882), 21 (m. D. 408, 0. A. 
(illegal payments at election) ; Ex parte Mather (1797), 3 Yes. 373 (puiohase of 
contraband good^ ; De Begnis v. Armistead (1^), 10 Bing. 107 ; Atkinson v. 
Zlsniy (1862), 7 El. A N. 9^, Ex. Oh. And see p. 407, ante. 

(d) Gaming Act, 1892 (55 Viet. c. 9). See title GAinira akd Waoeetno. 

(tf) Betts V. Oihbins (18^), 2 Ad. 4b M. 57 ; Adamson y. Jarvis (1827), 4 Bing. 
•6; Burrows v. Rhodes, [1899] 1 Q. B. 816. 
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Sect. 8. — CmUibtdioA, •• 

968. Where one of eeveral persons jointly or jointly and severally 
liable under a contract is called upon to perform the contract in 
full, or to discharge more than his own proper share, he has, as a Joint 
general rule, a right to call upon the persons jointly or jointly and oontmcten, 
severally liable with himself to contribute to the liability which he 

has incurred, and the payment which he has made will be treated 
as a payment to the use of all the co-debtors (/). 

The action for contribution is, therefore, merely an application of 
the implied contract of indemnity which arises where one person is 
compelled to pay the debt of another (g). 

If one of several persons who were originally jointly liable has Luuiitj of 
died and has agreed that his executors are to stand in his place execntors. 
as regards the contract, his executors will be likewise bound to 
contribute, the liability not being limited to the survivors of the 
joint contractors (/t) ; and in the case of a joint and several liability, 
the executors are liable to contribute apart from any such express 
agreement (A). 

969. In estimating the amount of contribution to which a plaintiff Amonnt of 
is entitled the rule at law was that regard must be had to the contribntioa. 
number of persons originally liable, and not to the number actually 

liable and solvent at the time of payment (i) ; but the rule in equity 
was that regard must be had to the number remaining liable and 
solvent at the time of the payment (j), and the equity rule now pre- 
vails (jk). The defendant is not liable in this form of action to any 
contribution until the amount actually due from him has been ascer- 
tained (Z), nor, as a general rule, can the plaintiff require other persons 
to contribute to the costs which he has been compelled to pay in the 
proceedings which established his liability (m) ; but where one of 
several co-defendants pays the whole of the plaintiff’s costs which 

(/) Holmes v. Williamson (1817), 6 M. & S. 158; Burndl v. Minot (1820), 

4 Moore (o. 7.), 340 ; lidger v. Knapp (1843), 6 Scott (ir. B.), 707 ; SpoUisvmdos 
Case (1855), 6 De G. M. & G. 345 ; Marsack v. Wehler (1860), 6 II. & N. 1 (where 
two Arsons jointly employed an arbitrator and one j^id tne whole of his fees, 
he was entitled to recover one half from the other) ; Boulter v. PepUno (1850), 

9 0. B. 493 (joint liability for rent); Dimes v. Arden (1836), 6 Nev. ft M. (K. B.) 

494 (for repair of a bridge); Lowe v. Dixon (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 455 (joint 
adventurers) ; Wolmershausen v. Oullick, [1893] 2 Oh. 614 ; Be Snowdost, Ex 
parte Snowdon (1881), 17 Oh. D. 44, 0. A. 

(jp) It does not depend on any express agreement between the parties, and in 
that sense there may be no priviW between them (Edmunds v. Wallingford 
(1885), 14 Q. B. D. 811, 0. A., per LiirDl.ET, L.J. at p. 816). 

(h) Prior v. Ilemhrow (1841), 8 M. ft W. 873. 

(t) Batard v. Hawes (1853), 2 E. ft B. 287. 

(/) Hitehman v. Stewart (1855), 3 Drew. 271 ; Lowe v. Dixon (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 

455 ; RamskiB v. Edwards (1885), 31 Oh. D. 100. 

(k) By virtue of the Judicature Act, 1878 (36 ft 37 Viot 0. 66), a. 25. 

(Z) Sharpe v. Cummings (1844), 2 Dow. ft L. 504; Bedes v. Townley (1848), 2 
Excm. 152. See also Wolmershausen v. Oullick, supra, 

(m) See and compare Knight v. Hughes (1828), 3 0. ft P. 467 ; OiUett v. Bippon 
(1829), Mont, ft M. 406 ; Boaeh v. Thompson (1830), Mont, ft M. 487 ; Blyth 
V. Smith (1843), 6 Man. ft G. 405 ; TmdaU v. Bdl (1843), 11 M. ft W. 228 ; and 
Pierce v. Williams (1854), 23 L. J. (BZ.) 322. Where, however, Ihe plaintiff has 
defended the previous action at the request of such other persons, or there have 
been special circumstances justifying the defence, he may possibly be able to 
obtain contribution towards the oosm he has been compelled to pay, see The 
Millwall, [1905] P. 156, per Cozeks-Habi>T,L.J., at p, 176,and title GuAluurrEE. 
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were ordered to be paid by the defendants, he can obtain contribution 
in respect thereof from the other co-defendants in the action (n). 

960. The right of contribution exists between co-sureties (o), even 
though one surety may be unaware of the existence of the other (p). 
The form of the agreement whereby they have agreed to become 
sureties is immaterial, the real nature of the agreement alone being 
taken into consideration (q). The right of contribution also, as a 
general rule, exists as between co-insurers of the same property, 
although they contracted independently of one another (r). 

961. Where partners are tmder a joint liability in respect of a 
particular transaction arising out of and connected with the partner- 
ship, and one of them is compelled to pay more than his share of 
such joint liability, the court will not enforce his right of contri- 
bution in respect thereof against his co-partners, because on taking 
a general pai^ership account it might be found that he was liable 
to repay the amount so recovered («). This rule has, however, no 
application where two or more persons engage in a particular trans- 
action which is distinct and separate from their partnership business 
in such case the right of contribution will be enforced (t). 

962. An action for contribution lies where an owner and occupier 
of a portion of property has been compelled to pay tithes in respect 
of the whole («). 

963. A common liability being the essence of the right of con- 
tributioni no such right exists in favour of one tenant in common 
of a house who has spent money on proper and reasonable repairs 
against his co-tenant (x), or of a churchwarden who has paid for the 
repair of a church against parishioners who have attended at a 
vestry to sign the order for repairs but without intending to become 
individually responsible (y). So, where a plaintiff and defendant 


(?#) Newry Salt Works Co. v. MacdonneU^ [1903] 2 I. B. 454. 

(o) Whiting Y. Bur^e (1871), 6 Ch, App. 342; Arcedeckne y. Howard {Lord) 
(1875), 46 L. J. (CH.) 622, H. L. ; Lord Eldon suggested in Cragihome v. 
Stvinourne (1807), 14 Yes. 160, at p. 164, that a contract might l>e inferred 
between co-sureties by reason of their implied knowledge of the equitable 
principle of contribution ; see Cowell v, Edwards (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 268 ; Turner 
V. Davis (1796), 2 Esp. 478 ; Browne v. Lee (1828), 6 B. & G. 689 ; Leering y. 
HVncAriaea (1800), 2 Bos. & P. 270; Kemp y. Finden (1846), 12 M. & W.421; 
Davies y. Humphries (1841), 6 M. & W. 168 ; and see title Guarantee. 

(p) Macdonald y. l^Ufield (1883), 8 App. Gas. 733, P. G. Gompare ReDenion's 
Estate^ Licences Insurance Corporation and Ouarantee Fundy Ltd. y. Denton^ [1904] 
2 Ch. 178, 0. A. ; and see title Guarantee. 

(q) Thus, the drawer of a bill who is compelled to pay the whole may cla im 
contribution against the indorser where the real nature of the agreement 
between them is that both shall be sureties for the acceptor {Beyndds y. Wheeler 
(1861), 10 0. B. (N. 8.) 661 ; Macdonald y. Whitfield (1883\ 8 App. Gas. 733, P. 0.). 

(r) This is a principle of the law of insurance. 8^. title Insurance for details. 

(s) Bedgwkk y. DaniM (1867), 2 H. & N. 319 ; and see Saddler y. Nixon (1836), 
6 13. & Ad. 936 ; Wilson y. Cutting (1834), 10 Bing. 436 ; French y, Biyring 
(1857), 2 C. B. (N. s.) 357. 

(f) Sedgwick y. Danidly supra; and see title Partnershup. 

(uS Christie y. Barker (1884), 63 L. J. (o. B.) 637, C. A. 

lx) Leigh y. Dickeson (1884), 16 Q. B. D. (^. A. It is suggested, howeyer, that 
where a duty to repair rests on the tenants in common, as m the case where the 
property owned by them has become a nuisance, the right of contribution may 
exist (see same case, per Likdlet, L.J., at p. 68). 

Lanehester y. Frewer (1824), 2 Bing. 361 ; and see Sprott y. Fowdl (1826), 
8 Bing. 478. 
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hold separate under-leases derived from one original lease, and the 
plaintiff has paid rent to the superior landldrd under threat of distress 
upon the premises of both, he is not entitled to sue the defendant 
for his proportion of the rent so paid as money paid to his use {z). 

964« No right of contribution exists between joint tortfeasors (a), 
nor can a person who has been called on to pay a sum of money 
by reason of his own negligence require contribution in respect 
of such sum {h). 


Sect. 4 . — Money had and received. 

965. Where one person has received the money of another under 
such circumstances that he is regarded in law as having received it 
to the use of that other, the law implies a promise on his part to 
make payment to the person entitled thereto, and in default the 
rightful owner may maintain an action for money had and received 
to his use (c). 

966. A contract insuring property is a contract of indemnity only, 
and it is a principle of the law of insurance that an insurer who 
pays as for a total loss is entitled to be subrogated to all the rights 
of the assured in respect of the property. If, therefore, after 
receiving full indemnity, the assured recovers from any third 
person any sum, by way of damages or otherwise, in respect of the 
property, the insurer is entitled to recover such sum as money 


(z) Hunter v. Hunt (1845), 1 C. B. 300 ; Johneon v. Wild (1890), 44 Ch. D. 
14 A In the former case the reason given was that the money was not shown 
to be paid for the defendant’s use ; in the latter case that there was no common 
liability upon both parties to pay. The real reason for the rule appears to be 
the practical inconvenience of allowing a right of action which in some cases 
mignt extend to on unknown number of pei*8ons and cause a multiplicity of 
suits (see judgments in each case). 

(a) Therefore, if A. recovers in tort against B. and C., and levies the whole of 
the damage against B., B. cannot recover anything from C. {Merryweatker v. 
Nixan (1799), 8 Term Rep. 186 ; 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 398 ; see al^ Adamson 
V. Jarvis (1828), 4 Bing. 72; Moxam v. Grant, [1900] 1 Q. B. 88, and compare 
Betts v. Qibhins (1835), 2 Ad. & El. 57, and Dixon v. Fawcus (1860), 30 L. J. (q. b.) 
137). The principle underlying this decision is that no presumed contr^t to 
subiBcribe to the commission of a wrong will be enforced {per Lord Halsbttry 
in Palmer v. Wick and Pulteneytovon Steam Shimping Co., [1894] A. 0. 318, at 
p. 333). This inile is confined to cases where tne person seeking redress was 
aware that he was committing an unlawful act {Pearson v. Skdton (1836), 1 
M. & W. 504; see also Wodey v. Batte (1826), 2 C. & P. 417 ; Farel^oiher v. 

(1808), 1 Gamp. 343; Wilson v. Milner (1810), 2 Camp. 452, Loid 
ELLEKBOROTJOnb As to Contribution between co-trustees in respect of liability 
for a breadx of trust, see Chillingworth v. Chambers, [1896] 1 Oh. 685, C. A. ; 
Robinson v. Harkin, [1896] 2 Ch, 415 ; and title Trusts and Trustees ; and as 
to contribution between co-directors in respect of misrepresentations in pro- 
spectuses, see Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908 (8 Edw. 7, c. 69), s. 84 (4), 
and title Companies, VoL V. See also titles Agency, Vol. I., p. 145 ; Master 
AND Servant. 

(5) M*Ilreath v. Margdson (1785), 4 Doug. (k. b.) 278. In that case A. and B. 
being jointly liable to pay a sum of money, A. negligently ipaid part thereof to 
persons not entiUed and was held unable to make B. contributo hereto. For 
the social form of contribution known as general average, see title SnippiNO 
AND NAVIGATION. 

(c) See Re Bodega Co., Ltd., ri904] 1 Ch. 276 ; Lodae v. National Union 
Investment Co., Ltd., [1907] 1 Oh. §00; and seo also 1 Smith, L. 0., llih ed., 425. 
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received to his ase(d). Bat this rule does not apply to a sum 
received by the assured by way of compensation for loss in excess 
of the amount paid by the insurer (e). 

967. Without privity of contract the fact that the defendant 
is wrongfully in possession of money held for the benefit of 
the plaintiff (/), or even in possession of the plaintiff’s own 
money (gt), does not enable this form of action to be maintained. 
Thus, the action cannot be maintained by a client against the 
London agent of his country solicitor (h), by any creditor against a 
defendant who has received money as servant or agent of the 
debtor (t), by a cettui que trust against his trustee (k), by one tenant 
in common against his co-tenant who has received more than his 
share of profits (f), nor, generally speaking, by a principal against 
a sub-agent (m). Sufficient privity exists between the trustee of a 
bankrupt and a creditor of the bankrupt who has wrongfully 
obtained payment (ii), between an execution creditor and sheriff 
who has retained more than the sum to which he is entitled (o), or 
who has wrongfully paid over the proceeds of an execution without 
notice of an act of bankruptcy upon an indemnity (p), or between a 
person whose goods have been wrongfully seized as those of an 


(d) Darrdl v. TibhilU (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 660, C. A. ; Catiellain v. Preston 
(1883), 11 Q. B. D. 380, C. A.; Du/vurcet v. liishop (18S6), 18 Q. B. D. 373; 
West of England Fire Insurance C\>. v. 7»aac», [1897] 1 Q. B. 226, 0 , A. ; White v. 
Dcbinson (1844), 14 Sim. 273. And see title IksuuANCB. 


(e) Bumand v. Rodocanuchi (1882), 7 App. Cas. 333. 
.(/ 


(/) Jones T. Carter (1845), 8 Q. B. 134, at p. 138 ; Colonial Bank t. Exchange 
Bank of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia (1885), 11 App. Cos. 84, 90, P. 0. ; JlatTOJi v. 
RusseU (1864), 5 B. & S. 968, Ex. Ch. 
ig) Black v. Siddaway (1846), 15 L. J. (q. b.) 359. 

(A) CM X. Becke 6 Q. B. 930; Bobbins v. Fennell (1847), 11 Q. B. 

248 ; Cray x. Kirby (1834), 2 Dowl. 601. But in such case tno court, in the 
exercise of its juri^ction over its own officers, will see that justice is done 
between the parties (Ex parts Edwards (1881), 8 Q. B. D. 262, G. A. ; Ilanwy t. 
Cassan (1847), 11 Jur. 1088). 

(t) Stephens x. Badcock (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 354 ; Baron x. IJusbattd (1833), 4 
B. & Ad. 611 ; and Howtll x. Batt (183S), 2 Nev. & M. (k. b.) 381 (expressly on the 
ground of want of privity). This rule does not apply where the agent is liable 
to be treated as a principal (Parker x. Bristol and Exeter Rail. Co. (1851), 6 
Exch. 702). For the liability of a banker who has converted his customer’s 
cheque, see title Baiocebs aiid Bankiko, YoI. I., p. 567. 

(A) Edwards x. Lowndes (1852), 1 E. & B. 81, 89. Unless the trustee 
admits holding money to be paid over (Roper x. Holland (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 99 ; 
Bartlett x. Dimond (1845), 14 M. & W. 49 ; Pardos x. Price (1M7), 16 M. & W., 
451, atp. 459 ; Retnon x. Hayward (1835), 2 Ad. & El. 666) ; and see p. 490, prat. 

(l) Thomas x. Thomas (18^), 5 Exch. 28. 

(m) New Zealand and Australian Land Co. x. Watson (1881), 7 Q. B. B. 374, 
G. A. ; Schmaling x. Tomlinson (1815), 6 Taunt. 147 ; Lockwood x. AMy (1845), 
14 Sim. 437 ; St^hens x. BadcoM (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 334 ; Montagu x. Forwood, 
Q893] 2 Q. B. 350, 0. A.; Pinto x. Santos (1814),' 1 MarsL 132; Maw x. 
Pearson (I860), 28 Bmv. 196. And see title Aqxnoy, Yol. L, p. 171. Compare 
Be Bussche x. Alt (1878), 8 Ch. D. 286, 0. A. 

(n) Follat X. Hoppe (1847), 5 0. B. 226. 

(o) Longdill x. Jones (1816), 1 Stark. 345 ; Dale x. Birch (1813), 8 Camp. 346 ; 
Swain x. Morlarid (1819), 1 Brod. & Bing. 370 ; Bower x. Hdt, [1895] 2 Q. B. 
337, C. A. Privity exists between an execution creditor and an under-sheriff 
(Oloueesfershire Banking Co, x. Edwards (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 575). 

(p) Young x. Marshall (1831), 8 Bing. 43. 
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execution debtor and the sheriff ( 9 ), and even between an execution 
creditor and an under-sheriff (r). 

Direct payment from the plaintiff to the defendant (s), or the 
delivery and acceptance of a bill of exchange (t), or an admission by 
the defendant that he holds money to be paid over to the plaintiff (n), 
also constitute sufficient privity of contract for the purpose of 
maintaining this form of action. 

968 . If A. gives money to B. which B. by mistake hands over to 
C., there is no privity to enable A. to sue 0. in this form of action (v) ; 
but wliero A. hands money to B. for the express purpose that B. shall 
pay it to G., and B. enters into an en^gement with C. so to pay 
him, then privity of contract is established, and the action lies 
against B., as having constituted himself G.’s agent (w). If B., 
however, repudiates the agency, the privity of contract is wanting, 
and the action will not lie {x ) ; it is necessary that he should have 
undertaken to hold the money for the plaintiff (a). 

969 . Analogous rules govern the assignment of a debt. The 
assignment does not create any privity of contract {b), but where the 
defendant is indebted to a third person who is himself indebted to 
the plaintiff, and all three parties agree that the defendant shall 
become the plaintiff’s debtor, then privity of contract is created 
between them, and, provided that certain necessary conditions are 
complied with, this form of action is maintainable to enforce pay- 
ment of the defendant’s debt to the plaintiff (c). 


Oughton v. Beppingt (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 241. 

W Ohuceaterthire Banking Co. y. Edwards (1887), 19 Q, B. D. 575. 

la) Colonial Bank y. Exchange Bank of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia (1885), 11 
App. Oas. 84, 90, P. G. 

(t) Hooper y, Trrjfry (1847), 1 Exch. 17. 

(u) Boper y. Holland (1835), 3 Ad. & EL 99, and other cases cited in note {k), 
p. 474, ante. 

(c) Even though A. gave B. the money for a specific purpose (Rogers v. Kellg 
(1809), 2 Camp. 123). i- i 

(w) See Lilfg y. Hays (1836), 5 Ad. & El. 548; Hodgson v. Anderson (1825), 3 
B. & C. 842 ; Crowfoot v. Qumey (1832), 9 Bing. 372 ; Robertson v. Fauntleroy 
(1823), 8 Moore (o.P.), 10; Hamilton y. Spottiatvoode {184.9), 4 Exch. 200; Noble 
v. National Discount Co. (1860), 5 H. AN. 225 ; Stevens y. Hill (1805), 5 Esp. 
247 ; Langston v. Comey (1815), 4 Camp. 176; Be Bernales y. Fuller (1810), 
14 East, 590, n., as explained in Yates v. BM (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 643 ; Baron v. 
Husband (1833), 4 B. A Ad. 611. And the action lies though there may he no 
debt duo from A. to G. ( Walker v. Rostron (1842), 9 M. A W. 411 ; Qriffin y. 
Weotherby (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 753). 

(x) Williams y. Everett {I8\l), 14 East, 582; Yates y. Bell, supra; Oibson y. 
il/tnet (1824), 9 Moore (c. p.), 31; Wharton y. Walker (1825), 6 Dow. A Ey. 
(k. b.) 288 ; Moore y. Bushell (1657), 27 L. J. (ex.) 3 ; Hill y. Boyds (1869), 
L. E. 8 Eq. 290; Johnson v. Rewarts (1875), 10 Ch. App. 505. 

(o) Barim y. Browne (1846), 16 M. A W. 126; Howell y. Bait (1833), 2 
Nev. A M. (k. b.) 381 ; Morrell v. WoUten (1852), 16 Beav. 197 ; Malcolm y. Scott 
(1850), 5 Exch. 601 ; BeU v. London and North Westem Rail. Co, (1852), 15 Beav. 
548 ; Brind y. Hampshire (1836), 1 M. A W. 365 ; Scott y. Foreher (1817), 3 Mer. 
652 ; Wtdlodce y. Hurley (1830), 1 Cr. A J. 83 ; Stewart y. Fry (1817), 1 Mooro 
(o. p.), 74 ; Baron y. Husband (l833), 4 B. A Ad. 611. 

(5) Jones y. Carter (1845), 8 Q. B. 134. Debts and other bhoses in action am 
now, however, assignable; see p. 494, post, 

(c) Seep. 505, ^ ^ 
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970. It is alwavfl necessary that the money claimed as havina 
been had and received to the plaintiff’s use should be a defined ana 
ascertained sum (d), and money or its equivalent must have been 
actually received by the defendant (e), or at least the defendant 
must be estopped from denying its receipt (/). Thus, no claim for 
money had and received can as a general rule be maintained where 
the defendant has in fact received goods and not money ig ) ; but 
the action lies where there is a presumption that goods received 
by the defendant have been converted into money (A)^ and things 
which can readily be turned into money have often been treated as 
equivalent to money for this purpose (0* 

Moreover, the money must be either the plaintiff’s money {k) 
or money in which he is directly interested (2), and the money or 


{d) Harvey v. Archhold (1825). 3 B. & G. 626 ; OarhtU v. Vecde (1843), 5 Q. B. 
408. In the latter case the |)lainti£F. an execution creditor of one pai tner, who 
had seized under a, fi. fa.^ claimed against the assignee in bankruptcy, who bad 
sold the goods seiz^ by the sheriff, on behalf of the creditors of the partnership 
firm. The plaintiff 's claim was held not ascertained, because the amoimt avail- 
able to satisfy it was only the surplus after payment of partnership debts and 
depended on a settlement of accounts. So it was held in BovtU v. Hammond 
(1827), 6 B. & 0. 149, that the action does not lie for a demand arising out of a 
pai-tner^ip transaction, tbe proper remedy between partners being an account ; 
see also Edvoards y. BaUe (1844), 8 Scott (n. b.), 406. 

(e) See note (n), p. 477, posi. 

(/) Prince v. Oriental Bank Corporation (1878), 3 App. Gas. 325, P. G., per 
Sir MONTAGUE B. Smith, at p. 328. 

(^) Even though such goods have been seized by the plaintiff as distress and 
returned to the defendant on a promise to pay rent due to the plaintiff. In 
such case the goods remain tbe defendant’s goods, and are not money 
bad and received to the jdaintiff ’s use {Leery v. Ooodeon (1792), 4 Term Bep. 
687}. 

(/*) Longchamp v. Kenny (1779), 1 Doug. (k. b.) 137. Where goods were 
expicssly intrusted to plaintiff for sale, and, defendant wrongfully obtaining 
possession of them, plaintiff was compelled to pay their value to the owner, for 
which he sued defendant {Hunter v. Welsh (1816), 1 Stork. 224). 

fS E,g,^ country bank notes {Pichird v. Bankes (1810), 13 East, 20) ; rupees 
enspen^er v. Atiderson (1848), 3 Exch. 148, but see M^LachUxn v. Evans 
1827), 1 x . & J. 380) ; a set off or such similar adjustment of accounts as will 

f ^ut the parties in the same position as if money bad passed {Blandish v. Boss 
1849), 3 Excb. 527 ; Wilson v. Coupland (1821), 5 B. & Ala. 228; Bpratt v. 
Hobhouse (1827), 4 Bing. 173 ; and see Longchamp y. Kenny^ supra ; but see also 
Lee V. Merrett (1846), 8 Q. B. 820), a bill treated as pa}mient {Barclay v. Oooch 
(1797), 2 Esp. 571), but not a bill not yet due {Atkins v. Owen (1836), 4 Ad. & El. 
819). 

(a) Not necessarily his identical coins (FoUett v. Hcppe (1847), 5 G. B. 226. nt 
p. 240; Allanson v. Atkinson (1813), 1 M. & S. 583). It will be treated as the 
plaintiff’s money for the purpose ox this action if the plaintiff parted with it in 
the hand fide belief that it was his own and under a mistake of fact {Blandish 
V. Ross (1849), 3 Exch. 527). 

(f) An ag^t paying his principal’s money under a xnistake of fact m^ main- 
tain this action m order to free himself from liability (CWcmiaf Bank v. Exchange 
Bank of Yarmouth^ Nova Beotia (188^, 11 App. Gas. 84, P. GJ ; similarly a bus- 
band in respect of his wife’s goo^ {FM v. Whittaker (1871), L. B. 7 Q. B. 120). 
Where a tenant by his landlord’s direction paid rent to a thiM person, it was held 
that, since the tenant had paid his own money and not the landlord’s, this action 
would not lie at the suit of the landlord against the third person {Leader v. Leader 
(1871), 6 1. B. G. L. 20 ; there was also want of privity). Money in the custody 
of the law is not the plaintiff’s money {Tales v. Eastwood (1851), 6 Exch. 805^ 
806). See analogous cases, p. 470, ante. 
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its eaoivalflnt mast be clearly proved to hare come into the 
defendant's hands (m). 

971. The action for money had and received is not maintainable 
where the parties cannot be restored to their original position (n), nor 
where the real question at issue is the title to land(o), nor where a 
special remedy is provided (p). 

973. There are also cases in which on equitable grounds the 
action cannot be maintained. Thus, it has been said that where 
money has been paid which was due in honour and conscience the 
amount so paid cannot be recovered back, although payment could 
not have b^n legally enforced by the defendant (q). The com- 
monest examples are payments the claim to which could have been 
resisted on the grounds of infancy or the Statute of Limitations, 
and payments in respect of gaming and wagering contracts. 

973. A person who voluntarily (r) pays a sum of money on another 
person’s demand cannot claim a return thereof from the person to 


(m) ScoU V. Miller (1837), 3 Bing. (n. a) 811. 

(n) Blackburn y. SmiiA (1848), 2 Exch. 783 ; Muni y. Silk (1804), 6 East, 449 ; 
Anglo-Egyptian Navigation Co. y. Bennie (1875), L, B. 10 0. P. 271, at p. 284; 
Freeman v. Jeffriet (1869), L. E. 4 Exch. 189 ; nut see Blcmdieh y. Bote (1849), 3 
Exch. 527. Such a case arises, for exunple, where the plaintiff has had possession 
of the defendant’s goods during a certain period and it is impossible to ascertain 
of what profits the defendant has been deprived (Peed v. Bland/ord (1828), 
2 Y. & J. 278 ; and see Clarke y. Dickton (1858), E. B. & E. 148). 

(o) Linden y. Pixfw (1776), 1 Oowp. 414 ; but this rule does not apply where 
only post rents are in question (Monypenny y. Bristow (1832), 2 Buss. & H. 
117 ; and see Netoeome v. Oraham (1829), 10 B. & 0. 234). 

(p) Atkinson v. WoodhaJl (1862), 1 H. ft 0. 170; and see note (r), infra. 

\q) Munt y. Stokes (1792), 4 Term Bep. 561 ; Size v. Dirhason (1786), 1 Term 
Bep. 285 ; Farmer y. Arundel (1772), 2 Wm. Bl. 824. Probably to-day such 
payments would be classed under the head of voluntary payments (see infra) ; 
for parents under illegal contracts, see p. 487, post. 

(r) ^e meaning of volimtory is the same as in sect. 2, “ Money paid,” p. 467, 
ante, and many cases are common to both sections upon this point. The line 
dividing voluntary and compulsory payments is often a narrow one ; thus, an 
excessive payment to a water company on demand without threat was held to be 
voluntaiy {^Slater v. Burnley Corporation (1888), 59 L. T. 636 ; in this case the 
county court judM (whose decision was reversed) had held that the company’s 

K wer to out off the water supply amounted to compulsion) ; and payment made 
a tenant after distress to recover his goods has ^n held voluntary, on the 
ground that, even if his goods were wrongfully distrained, the tenant had his 
remedy of replevin, or perhaps excessive distress {Skeate y. Beale (1840), 11 Ad. 
ft El. 083, 991 ; but see Oraham y. Tate (1813), 1 M. ft S. 609, explainedanddis- 
tinguishedin Tates y. Eastwood (1851), 6 Exch. 805, the last case being followed 
in Evansy. Wright (1857), 2 H. ft N. 527), and was not bound to my the whole 
amount (Olytm v. Thomas (1856), 11 Exch. 870, Ex. Oh. ; Linden v. Hooper 
(1776), 1 Oowp. 414; Knibbs v. Hall (1794), 1 Esp. 84 ; French y. Phillips (1856), 
2 Jur. (k. s.) 1169, Ex. Oh.). If the landlord sells the goods, thus making replevin 
impossible, it would appear from the judgment in Olynn v. Thomas, supra, that 
the action lies ; but see Tates v. Eastwood, supra, and Evans v. Wright, supra, 
where it was held that this action would not lie agmnst a landlord who had omitted 
to leave the surplus after sale in the hands or the sheriff under stah 2 Will, ft 
Mar; o. 5, because another remedy was still available. The action lies if tiieie 
is tender before im^unding {Loring v. TFarhurton (1858), E. B. ft E. 507, 
where it was said Olynn y. Thomas, supra, was not to be extended; Oreen v. 
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too*. 4. whom payment was made as money had and received to his 
Money had use, for, since he might have resisted the demand, the payment 
and most be taken to have been voluntary (a) ; but, if the payment 
received, jg under duress or some other form of compulsion other than 
legal compulsion, it is not deemed to be a voluntary j)ayment, 
and the amount may be recovered back in this form of action. 
Fft/ment A payment is not considered voluntary when made imder threat 
under dttreai. of a penal action (6), or of an execution (c), even though no execu- 
tion could lawfully issue (d), nor when illegally demanded and 
paid under colour of an Act of Parliament (e) or of an office {/), or 
under an arbitrator’s award which is ultra vires (g), nor when one 
party is in a position to dictate terms to the other (h ) ; nor is a 
payment considered voluntary merely because the person making it 
has not waited to be sued (t) or has been allowed time for pay- 
ment (k). There may be practical ” as well as “ actual legal ’’ 
compulsion (/). 


Wrongful 
detention of 
goods. 


974. As a general rale payments made to recover goods wrong- 
fully detained (other than goods distrained for rent) are not 
deemed to he voluntary, and may be recovered. This rule applies 
to payments made under protest to a railway company (?«), or 


Duckett (1883), 11 Q. B.D. 275; Browne v. Powell (1827), 4 Bing. 230, the last 
three being cases of disti*ess damage feasant ; and see tell y. Whittaker (1871), 
L. E. 7 a B. 120). 

(a) Brown v. M^Kinally (1795), 1 Esp. 279 ; Denhj v. Moore (1817), 1 B. & Aid. 
123 ; Andrew v. Bridgman^ [1908] 1 K. B. 596, 0. A. Prot^t, ii followed by 
acquiescence, will not prevent payment from being voluntanr ^pragg v. //am- 
mond (1820), 2 Brod. &Bing. 59 ; Gulliver y, Coeine (1845), 1 0. B. 788} ; but see 
Andrew v. Bridgman^ sunm, where the Question as to the effect of protest was 
raised but not decided. Payment of an illegal demand has been said not to be 
subject of action for money had and received unless paid under an immediate 
and tumnt necessity, or as otherwise expressed, unless to redeem one’s person 
or goods (see Dawson v. Remnant (1806;, 6 E^. 24 ; Fulham v. Down (1798), 
ibid., 26, n.). 

e Unwiny. Reaper (1840), 1 Man. & G. 747 ; Taylor v. Lendey (1807), 9 East, 49. 
HiUs V. Street (1828), 5 Bing. 37. 

I Garratt v. Hooper (1831), 1 Dowl. 28 ; nor is payment to the sheriff in 
such case payment ** under a legal process ” (see p. 488, post) so as not to be 
recoverable \Valpy v. Manley (1845), 1 0. B. 594 ; Snowden v. Davis (1808), 1 
Taunt. 359). 

(e) Lewis v. Hammond (1818), 2 B. A Aid. 206 ; Steele v. Williams (1853), 
8 Exch. 625 ; Hooper v. Exeter Corporation (1887), 56 L. J. (o. B.), 457. 

(/) Traherne v. Gardner (1856), 5 E. & B. 913; Hills v. (1828), 5 
Bing. 37 ; Morgan v. Palmer (1824), 4 Dow. & By. (k. b.) 283 ; Dew v. Parsons 
(181^, 2 B. & Aid. 562 (though the money is paid under a mistake of law) ; and 
see Waterhouse v. Keen (1825), 4 B. ft 0. 200. 

ig) Re Coombs (1850), 4 Ex<^ 839 ; Femlw v. Branson (1851), 20 L. J. (q. b.) 
178 ; Barnes v. maithioaite (1857), 2 H. ft N. 569. 

(A) And such payments may sometimes be recovered leven though paid under 
an illegal oontraot (p. 487, po^\ 

(i) Aicken v. Mamin (1838) 1 Dr. ft Wah 621, 636. 

(A) Carter v. Carter (1829), 5 Bing. 406. 

(f; North V. Walthametow Urban Dietri<i Council (1898), 62 J. P« 836 ; but 
see, however, Ellis v. Bromley Rural District Council (m99), M L. T. 224. 

(m) Parker v. Bristol and Eoceter Rail. Co. (1851), 6 Exdi. 702 ; and see Great 
Western Rail. Co. v. Sutton (1869), L. TL i K. L. 226; Bae^dale y. Great 
We^em Rail. Co. (1864), 16 0. B. (w. 8.) 137, Ex. Oh. ; Parker v. Great Weetem 
Rail. Co. (1844), 7 Scott (n. b.), 885; London and North Western Bad. Co. v. 
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carrier (n), or pawnbroker (o) wrongfully detaining goods, or a 
solicitor or other person wrongfully detaining deeds (p), or to a 
person claiiniog to charge for the keep of a chattel on which he 
only has a lien ( 9 ). But where goods are seized or detained under 
a bond fide claiiQ,*and not for the purpose of exacting money, and 
the plaintiff recovers them by a payment not made under protest, 
but under an agreement made for good consideration in compromise 
of the claim, he cannot recover back the amount so paid (r). 

976. The action for money had and received lies at the suit of a 
principal against his agent, for money of the principal in the 
agent’s hands, or for any profit made by the agent in the course of 
his agency beyond his proper remuneration («). The action also 
lies at the suit of the principal against any person who has agreed 
to pay a bribe to an agent (f) ; but the action does not lie at the 
suit of a third person against an agent who has accounted to his 
own principal for money received by him for the principal’s use 
from such third person before notice not to part with it (u), unless 
it was obtained by duress or by means of some other wrong on the 
part of the agent (a) ; and where an agent, being him self a debtor, 
receives money on behalf of his principal which his creditor, with 
the knowledge that it is the principal’s money, obtains and retains 
against the agent’s debt to himself, the principal may recover the 


Everthtd (1878), 3 App. Gas. 1029; Edvmrdt y. Qrtat Fesfern Bail. Co. (1851), 
11 0. B. 588 ; Piddington v. South Eastern Bail. Co. (1858), 5 G. B. (ir. 8.) Ill ; 
Baxendaie y. Eastern Counties Bail. Co. (1858), 4 G. B. (n. s.) 63 ; Finnie y. 
Olasgow and J^uth- Western Bail. Co. (1855), 2 Macq. 177, H. L. 

(n) Ashmole y. Wainwright (1842), 2 Q. B. 837. 

(o) Aetleg y. Begnolds (1731), 2 St^ 915. 

( p) Pratt y. Visard (1833), 5 B. & AA 808 ; Wakefield y. Newbon (1844), 6 Q. B. 
276; Fraser y. Pendlwurif (1861), 31 L. J. (c. p.) 1 ; Close v. Phipps (1844), 7 
Man. & G. 586 ; Oates y. Hudson (1851), 6 Exch. 346 ; Smith y. Sleap (1844), 12 
M. & W. 585. 

{a) Somes y. British Empire Shipping Co. (1860), 8 H. L. Gas. 338 ; see also 
AUa y. Backhouse (1838), 3 M. & W . 633, per Lora Abinoeb, G.B., at p. 645; 
Shaw y. Woodcock (1827), 7 B. & G. 73. 

(r) AUeey. Badehouse (1838), 3 M. & W. 633 ; Callisherv.Bischoffsheim(l810), 
L. K 5 Q. B. 449 ; see alro Be Blythe, Ex parte Banner (1881), 17 Gh. D. 480, G. A. 

As to the reeoyery of money paid under a mistake oi fact or law, see title 
Mistake. 

(«) For yarious illustrations and exceptions, see title AoENor, YoL, L, pp. 223 
et sea. The agency and the receipt of the money must be clearly prayed 
' (Clarance y. Marshall (1834), 2 Gr. & M. 495 ; Wells y. Boss (1817), 7 Taunt. 403). 

(t) Grant y. Cold Eaploraiion and Bevelopmetit Syndicate, [1900] 1 Q. B. 233, 
G. A. ; Hovenden & Sons y. MHlhi>ff{im), 83 L. T. 41, G. A. 

(u) Taylor y. Metropolitan Bail. Co., [1906] 2 K. B. 55 ; HoBand y. Bussell 
(1863), 4 B. & 8. 14 ; Owen d Co. y. Oroni, [1895] 1 Q. B. 265, G. A. ; Shand 
y. Grant (1863), 15 G. B. (w.s.) 324. For many other instances see title Agkkov, 
YoL I., pp. 223 et erg., and for oases illu^tmg the difference in this respect 
between an agent receiying money by mistake and accounting therefor and a 
person receiving money by mistake for his own benefit, see Kleinwort, Sons it 
Co. y. Dunlop Subber Co. (1907), 97 L. T. 263, H. L., and Continental Oaoutehoue 
and Outta Pereha Co. y. Kleinwort, Sons d Co. (1904), 90 L. T. 474, G. A. 

(o) Stede y. Williams (1853), 8 Exch. 625 ; Be Chapman, Ex parte Edwards 
(1884), 18 Q. B. D. 747, G. A. ; Sharland y. Mildon (1846), 5 Hare, 468 ; 
Smith y. Sleap (1844), 12 M. ft W. 585 ; Close y. Phipps (1844), 7 Man. ft G. 586 ; 
Wakefield v. Newbon (1844), 6 Q. B. 276 ; Gatei v. Hudson (1851), 6 Each. 346. 
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Scot. 4. 
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and 
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Deposit at 
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money from the creditor of the agent as money had and received to 
his (the principal’s) use (b). 

976. A stakeholder who has received money for the express 
purpose of holding it until it has been ascertained who is entitled 
thereto is liable in this form of action if he wrongfully parts with the 
money (c), and this principle applies to the case of an auctioneer 
holding a deposit ; but the stakeholder is not bound to jpay 
until it has been decided who is entitled to the money and the decision 
has been communicated to him (e). Similarly, a person to whom 
money has been intrusted for a specific purpose is liable if he fails 
to apply the money as directed or to account for it (/). 

977. A solicitor who receives a deposit on behalf of a vendor at 
a sale by auction is primd facie an agent of the vendor only, and 
not a stakeholder (p); consequently there is no privitj of contract 
between him and the purchaser, and an action against him at the suit 
of the purchaser for money had and received will not lie, even if 
the sale goes off owing to the vendor’s default (/O. An auctioneer, 
however, who receives a deposit under such circumstances is none 
the less a stakeholder because he may happen to be also a 
solicitor (t), and it is competent in any case for the parties to agree 
that the solicitor shall hold the deposit in the capacity of a 
stakeholder (k). 


t Litt V. Martindale (1856), 18 0. B. 314. 

Cowling t. Beachum (1823), 7 Moore (o. p.), 465 ; Sadler t. Smith (1869), 
5 Q. B. 40, Ex. CSh. 

(d) Duncan y. Cafe (1837), 2 M. & W. 244 ; Crag v. QuUfridge (1828), 1 
Man. & By. (k. b.) 614 ; Fwiado y. Lumlry (1890), 6 T. L. B. 108 ; aaringUm y. 
Boggart {1830), 1 B. & Ad. 677; Burrough y. Skinner (1770), 5 Burr. 2639 ; 
ana see Edwards y. Bodding (1814), 5 Taunt. 815; but otherwise when the 
deposit is paid to an agent for the yendor {Ellis y. Ooulton, [1893] 1 Q. B. 350, 
0 A, ) 

(e) WUhin9on r. Oodefroy (1839), 9 Ad. & El. 636; Let v. ilfunii (1817), 1 
Moore (o. P.), 481 ; Oahy v. Driver (1828), 2 Y. & J. 649 ; Brown v. Overhwry 
(1866), 11 Exch. 716. For tlie position of ast^ekolder in agaming tronsaotioD, 
see title Oamino and Waqebino. 

(/) Parry v. RoherU (1835), 3 Ad. & El. 118; Be Strachan^ Ex parte Cooke 
(1876), 4 Ch. D. 123, 0. A. ; Hancock v. Smith (1889), 41 Oh. D. 466, 
0. A. ; Re Wreford^ Carmichad y. Rudkin (1897), 13 T. L. R. 153 ; Scott v. Surman 
(1743), Willes, 400; Oilee v. Perhint (1807), 9 East, 12; Thompeon v. Oile$ 
(1823), 3 Dow. ft By. (k.b.) 733; Ex parte SoUen (1811), 18 Yes. 229; Ex parte 
Rowton (1810), 17 Yes. 426; ^ parte Bond (1840), 1 Mont. D. ft De Q. 10 ; 
Ex parte FroggaU (1843), 3 Mont. D. ft De G. 322 ; out the action will not lie 
to recover a sum paid on trust for a specific purpose, unless the trust is dosed 
and a balance remains in the trustee’s hands {Caee y. BohfirU (1817), Holt (N. ?.), 
600). 

{g) Edgell y. Day (1866), L. B. 1 C. P. 80; Bamford y. Shuttleworih (1840), 
11 Ad. ft El. 926 ; EUie y. Ooulton^ [1M3] 1 4. B. 360, 0. A. ; Hurley y. Baker 
(1846), 16 M. ft W. 26. 

{h) Bamford y. ShutUeworth^ eupra; EUie y. Ooulton^ eupra* The action, how* 
ever, lies against the vendor, even before the vendor has received payment over 
from his agent {Norfolk {Duke) v. Worthy (1808), 1 Camp. 337). 

(f) Edwards v. Hodding (181407 6 Taunt. 816. 

(k) Edgell y, Day^ tupra^ per E^xinq, J., at p. 86 ; see Wiggine y. Lord (1841 ), 
4 Beay. 30. 



Part VI. — Constructive Contracts. 


461 


978 . Wliere money has been paid for a consideration which has 4. 

wholly failed, the person who mcMe the payment may recover the Money had 
money back as money had and received to his use. This role is ud 
not intended to relieve persons from the results of bad bargains or 
to mitigate the rule of caveat emptor " (1) ; thus, a plaintiff who Faiinn of 
has purchased a thing which without his knowledge has ceased to eonridentkm. 
exist at the time of sale is entitled to repayment of the price paid 
by him (m), but if the thing purchased existed for a moment after 
the purchase there would be no total failure of consideration, and 
the price would not be recoverable (m) ; so, if a plaintiff who has 
purchased an estate is unable to obtain a legal conveyance, he 
may recover any purchase-money paid (n), but if he has merely 
purchased an estate with an imperfect title he has obtained 
some valuable consideration, and, whatever other remedy may 
be open to him, he cannot recover any sum paid in this form of 
action (o). 


(l) Breer. Hdheeh (1781), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 654; Clare v. Lamh (1875), L. B. 
10 0. P. 334, and Cases in next, three notM ; Qriffm v. Caddell (1875), 9 1. E. 
0. L. 488. 

(m) Strickland y. Turner (1852), 7 Ezoh. 208 (a purchase of an annuity which 
had ceased at the time of puroham) ; but a policy of reinsurance made after the 
risk has determined is good and the premium paid thereunder cannot be xeooyered 
back (Bradford y. ^mondecn (1881), 7 Q. H. D. 456, 0. A. ; and see Lawee y. 
Purttr (1856), 6 E. & B. 930); Begbie y. Photphaie Sewage Co. (1876), 
1 a B. D, 679, 0. A. 

(r>) Johneon y. Johneon (1802), 3 Bos. & P. 162; Crippe y. Beade (1796), 6 
Term Bep. 606 ; see also Bree y. iMbeeh (1781), 2 Doug. (k. b.) 654 ; Simmons y. 
Jleseltine (1858), 6 C. B. (n. 8.) 554 ; Newsome y. Qruham (1829), 10 B. & 0. 
234. 


(o) Johnson y. Johnson, supra ; Clare y. Land> (1875), L. B. 10 0. P. 334 ; see 
also Strap y. Russell (1859), 1 E. & £. 888 (affirmed in Ex. Ch.) ; and Beghie y. 
Phosphate Sewage Co, (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 679, 0. A. ; and ThomasY. Brown M876), 

1 Q. B. D. 714 ; Ashworth y. Mounsey (1853), 9 Exch. 175 ; Beavan y. iPbonneU 
(1854), 9 Exch. 309. Other instances of failare of consideration arise where the 
plaintiff pays for diares or goods which he neyer obtains (WiUtinson y. Lloyd 
(1845), 7 Q. B. 27; Hudson y. Robinson (1816), 4 M. & S. 475; Kempson y. 
Saunders (1826), 2 0. & P. 366. See Dutch y. Warren (1720), 1 Stn. 406, 
and notes thereto ; Fleming y. Loe, [1901] 2 Ch. 594), or purchases a thing which 
is substantially different from what it purports to be {Oumey y. Womerriey 
(1854), 4 E. & B. 133; Oompertz y. Bartlett (1853), 2 E. & B. 849; Foung y. 
Cole (1837), 3 Bing. (w. 0.) 724 ; and see Lamert y. Heath (1846), 15 M. ft W. 
486). But it must be substantially a different thing, not merely lacking some 
quality so as to giye rise to an action for breacm of warranty (Oumm y. 
iVomereley, supra). Breach of warranty is not failare of consideration (i^rset 
y. Bltm (183lt, 2 B. ft Ad. 456, 462 ; Oompertz y. Denton (1832), 1 Cr. ft M. 
207 ; ^e of Goods Act, 1893 (50 ft 57 Yict o. 71), s. 53 ; and see title Sat.k ob 
Goods). Nor is there a total ntilure of consideration where the seller impliedly 
warranted that he was Ihe owner of the g(^s, whereas Ihey were stolen and 
subsequently daimed by the true owner (EicMwb y. Bannister (1864), 17 0. B. 
(w. 8.) 708 : but see Chapman y. SpeUer (185^, 14 Q. B. 621, and oases as to 
purchase of a bad title, note (n), supr^. But there is a total failure of 
consideration where a iiiaintift_my8 money for or under a lease which the 
defendant is unable to grant (IFr^Af y. Cwls (1849), 8 0. B. 150; Newsome 
y. OrtJiam (1829), 10 B. ft 0. 234) ; or on a pcmcy ayoided by the plaintiff’s 
own innocent misrepresentation (AaderMti y. Thornton (1853), 8 Ekoh. 425; and 
see SkRlett y. Fletcher (1866), L. B. 2 0. P. 46Q ; d fortiori where there has 
neyer been any oonsideration {Stevenson y. Snow (1761), 3 Burr. 1237). But the 
premium is not recoverable ahere the policy is ayoided by the plaintiff’s 
fraudulent misrepresentation {Anderson y. Thornton, supra). A payment on an 
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979. A deposit which has been paid in pursuance of a contract- 
which has never been completed, or has been rescinded, is as a 
general rule recoverable (p) unless it has been forfeited by the 
plaint’s default ($). But where the deposit has been paid, not 
to an auctioneer or person in the position of a stakeholder, but to 
the agent of the vendor direct, it is not recoverable from the agent 
personally, but only from the vendor (r). 


insurance when the insured recovers his loss from other sources is a payment for 
a consideration whidbt totally fails, because a contract of insurance is only a con* 
tract of indemnity {Dcrrell v, TihbiUa flSSO), 6 Q. B. D. 5G0, 0, A, ; and see title 
Insueance) ; so, a payment for a voia annuity ( Weddel v. Lynam (1796), 1 Esp. 
309 ; Scur/eU v. Oowland (1805), 6 East, 241) ; or if any of the securities for the 
annuity are set aside (Scurfidd v. Oowland, oupra ; Huggifw y. CoaU% (1843), 6 
Q. B. 432 ; see Bicharaa y. Barton (1795), 1 Esn. 268) ; unless the annuity is ren- 
dered void by the act or default of the purcnaser (Weddd y. Lynam, supra; 
Waters y. Manedl (1810j, 3 Taunt 56). In any case six years* payments there- 
under may be set off {/licks v. IJieks (1802), 3 East, 16) ; and if all payments 
have been fully paid the purchase price is not recoverable (Davis v. Bryan (1827), 

6 B. & 0. 651^. A payment tor conduct money on a subpoena to defray the 
expenses of a journey, where, the action being settled, no journey is ever made, 
is a payment uie consideration for which has wholly failed (Martin y. Andrews 
(1856), 7 E. & B. 1) ; and so is a payment on the faith of a contract to be made 
ny the payer's agent, but which is never in fact entered into (Bostoch v. Jardine 
(1865), 3 ^ & 0. 700) ; so, a payment in pursuance of a conditional contract 
where the condition is never fulfilled (IFn^Af v, Netvton (1836), 2 Or. M. & B. 
124; Hooper v. Treffrj/ (1847), 1 Exch. 17 ; see Head v. TaUersall (1871), L. E. 

7 Exch. 7 ; but see Ilamingham y. Allen (1848), 5 0. B. 793), or m pursuance 
of a contract which the plaintiff is unimle to car^ out oy reason of the 
defendant’s default ^iles v. Edwards (1797), 7 Term Eep. 181 ; Ehrensperger y. 
Anderson (1848), 3 Exch. 148 ; but compare Cooke v. MunsUme (1805), 1 Bos. & 
P« (n. B.) 351), or by reason of defendant’s death causing total failure of 
consideration (Knowles y. BoviU (1870), 22 L. T. 70); or of a contract which 
has been rescinded (Towers y. Barrett (1780), 1 Term Eep. 133; Pulbrook v. 
Lowes (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 284). But if the contract has been broken the 
plaintiff con only recover damages for the breach (Danis y. Street (1823), 1 
0. & P. 18); nor does the action lie for money paid under a contract whicn is 
still open (TTeafon y. Downes (1778), 1 Dous. (k. b!) 23). Por the case of money 
paid over in anticipation by an agent, but never actually received by him, 
see Oingdl v. Olaecock (1831), 8 Bing. 86. 

(p) OrevUlsY. Da Costa (1797), Peake, Add. Cas. 113; ITiZcfe v. Fori (1812), 
4 Taunt. 334; Lloyd v. Ori^ (1813), 5 Taunt. 250; Wrighton v. Newton (1835), 
2 Gr. M. & ]BL 124 ; Ooshell y. Archer (1835), 2 Ad. & EL 500, 508 ; Moeser y. 
Wisker (1871), L. E. 6 0. P. 120; and see MaherUy y. Bohirw (1814), 5 Taunt. 
625 ; but the contract, if completed, must haye been rescinded either by act of 
the parties or by operation of law (FUt v. Cassanet (1842), 5 Scott (n. r.), 902, 
907 ; Early Y. Oarret (1829), 9 B &. 0. 928 ; Clare y. Z>im5(1875), 44 L. J. (0. B.) 
177). See title Sale of IIand. ** Advance ” freight is not in the nature of a 
deposit, but becomes the property of the shipowner immediately it is paid, and 
cannot be recovered back thougn the goods are lost on the voyage (be Mvale 
y. Kendall (1815), 4 & S« 37; Saunas y. Drew{\8l62), 3 B. & Ad. 445; 

Allison y« Bristol Marine Insurance Co. (1876), 1 App. Cas. 209 ; Byrne v. Schiller 
(1871), L. E. 6 Exch. 319, Ex. Gh. ; and soe CivU Service Co*operative Society v. 
General Steam Navigation Co., [1903] 2 K. B. 750, 0. A.). 

(a) Seper y. Arnold (1889), 14 App. Gas. 429; Thomas y. Drown (1870}» 1 
Q. B. D. 714, and cases thmw cited, if, however, there is an express agreement 
as to the deposit, these rules, so far as they are inoonsistont with sudi agm- 
ment, have no application (Essex y. Dauiefl, Daniell y. Essex (1875), L* JL 10 
0. P. 538 ; Lea y. \Vhitaker (1872), L. E. 8 C. P. 70 ; and see IJinkn y. Spafhes 
(1868), Ii.E. 3 0. P.161). ^ 

(r) Ellis y. OoulUm, [1893] 1 a B. 850, Au 
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MO. Similarly, if a payment is made under a judgment which 
has become void (<), or in respect of a worthless (t) or forged 
instrument (a), the amount paid is recoverable in this form of 
action, provided notice of claim is given before the position of the 
pisrson to whom payment has been made has become altered to his 
detriment (&). 

If a plaintiff has advanced money towards a scheme which 
has proved abortive he may recover it back in this form of action (c), 
and cannot be compelled to deduct from his claim expenses incurred 
without his authority (d). 

981. Where, however, a sum of money is paid for an entire con- 
sideration, and only a partial failure of the consideration ensues, no 
proportionate part of the amount paid can be recovered as money 
had and received to the payer's use(e). This principle applies 
where a premium is paid for the purpose of learning a trade 
or profession and either the person paying or receiving the 
premium dies before the period of tuition is completed (/). 
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(a) Farrow v. Mayts (1852), 18 Q. )3. 516 ; but so long as the judgment remains 
in force no action lies to recover money levied under it by reason that sudi 
judgment was obtained fraudulently or otherwise (see p. 488, post). 

(t) Timmirw v. Oibbins (1852), 18 Q. B. 722. The person obtaining chang^ in 
good faith for a cheque wmch proves worthless must bear the loss (S. 0., ibid^ 
at p. 726). 

(a) J(mes v. Itffde (1814), 5 Taunt. 488; Bruce v. Bruce (1814), 6 Taunt. 495, 
note distinguishing Price v. Neal (1762), 3 Burr. 1354 ; iri/Art/^son v. Johneon 
(1824), 3 B. & 0. 428. See Bills of Exchange Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 61), 
s. 58 (3); Smith v. Afercer (1816), 6 Taunt. 76; Camidge v. Allenhy (1827), 6 
B. & 0. 373; Miller v. BAce (1758), 1 Burr. 452; 2 Smith, L. 0., llth 
463 ; but the plaintiff cannot recover where the fraud was perpetrated by his 
own agent {Foster v. Oreen (1862), 7 H. & N. 881). 

(5) Cocks V. Masterman (18291, 9 B. & 0. 902 (explaining WUhinsonr. Johnson 
f 1824), 3 B. & 0. 428, and otner cases). Here delay in »ving notice of the 
lorgery prevented the plaintiff from recovering, the holder of a bill being 
entitled to know on the day it becomes due whether it will be honoured. This 
case was followed in London and River Plate Bank v. Bank of Liverpool^ [1896] 1 
Q. B. 7 ; and see Pollard v. Bank of England (1871), L. R. 6 Q. B. 623 ; Turner 

V. Stones (1843), 1 Dow. & L. 122 ; but this principle does not apply to a Bank 
of England note (Leeds Bank v. Walker (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 84, 89). 

(c) Nockdls V. Crosby (1825), 3 B. & 0. 814 ; Mootsy. Oarwood (1849), 4 Exch. 
681, Ex. Oh. ; Walstah v. Spoiiiswoode (184^, 15M. & W. 501 ; ana see Mowatt v. 
Londesborough {Lord) (1854), 4 E. & 13. 1, Ex. Ch.; Johnson v. Oosltti (1857), 3 
0. B. (n. 8.) 569, Ex. Ch. ; Ward v. Londesborough {Lord) (1852), 12 0. B. 262; 
Ashmtel v. Sercombe {\SdO)f 5 Exch. 147; Kempson y. Saunders (1826), 4 Bing. 5. 

(d) Nockells v. Crosby ^ supra ; but it is otherwise where the money has been 
appLed in accordance with his directions {Phillips v. London School Boards 
CockerUm v. Sams, [1898] 2 Q. B. 447 0. A.; and see Lloyd v. Sandilands 
(1818), Oow, 13). 

(el Learoyd y. Broofc, [1891] 1 Q. B. 431, 434, 435 ; Ociton y. Dorre/l (1869), 17 

W. fe. 672. Sm judgments in Whineup v. Uughes (1871), L. R. 6 0. P. 78; 
Anglo^ Egyptian Navigation Co. y. fZSnnts (1875), L. R. 10 0. P. 27L 284; 
Brett V. Clowser (18801 5 0. P. D. 376 ; Civil Service Co-operative Society viOenerod 
Steam Navigation Co.^ [1903] 2 K. B. 756, 0. A. ; Nicholson v. Ricketts (1860), 6 Jur. 
(N. 8.) 422 ; Tyrie y. Fletcher (1777), 2 Cowp. 666 ; unless, of course, by express 
agreement (see ffurst v. Or5eU (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 107 ; Derby y. Humber (18671 
L. R. 2 0. P. 247). Oompare Wrighton y. Newton (1835), 2 Or. M. & R. 124 ; 
Devaux y. Conolly (1849), 8 0. B. 640. 

(/) Whineup y, Hughes^ supra ; Ferns y. Carr (1885), 28 Oh. D. 409. These 
catos appear to overrule not only the cases there cited, but 6u<di oases as 
Chegppetl v. Pedes (1837), 2 M. & W. 867, where it was held that part (or semUs 



Contract. 

983. Where the defendant has converted goods (9), which were 
obtained or detained from the plaintiff wrongfully, and has turned 
them into money, the plaintiff is entitled to waive the defendant’s 
tort and sue for the proceeds of the goods as money had and received 
to ^ use (h), but having once elected to waive the tort he will be 
precluded from afterwards relying upon it (t), while if he elects to 
affirm a fraudulent transaction he cannot afterwards claim a 
return of money paid thereunder, even upon a subsequent discovery 
of a further incident in the same fraud (k). But suing as for money 
hod and received only operates as a waiver of the right to recover 
damages for the wrongful conversion, and does not put the defen- 
dant m the same position with regard to claims made by him in 
respect of the goods as if the conversion had been a lawful act (Q. 

An action for money had and received also lies at the suit of a 
trustee in bankruptcy against a creditor who has received money, 
or goods which he has converted into money, from the bankrupt 
by way of a fraudulent preference (m) ; or at the suit of an owner 
of minerals which have been wrongfully raised and sold to recover 

the whole) of money paid to parish officers to exonerate the plaintiff from cer- 
tain charges in respect of a bastard child was, or would be, r^verable. The 
court, however, in exercise of its summary jurisdiction over its own officers, 
may order a solicitor to return a portion of uie nremium paid in respect of an 
articled derk, on the premature termination of uie articles {Ex parte Pranktrd 
(1819), 3 B. & Aid. 257 ; Re Harper, Ex parte Bayley (1829), 9 B. & C. 691 ; Re 
Thon^Mon (1848), 1 Exdi. 864). Compare Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. 
0 . 52), a. 41. 

{g) Including a bill or cheque; but see v. Com^(1829), 9B. &C. 388. 

(A) Atru and Arrie v. Stukdey (1677), 2 Mod. Bep. 260, at p. 262 ; Marth 
V. Keating (1834), 1 Bing. (u. 0.) 198, at p. 215, H. L. ; Lamine v. Darrell ^105), 2 
ijd. Baym. 1216; Rodyere v. Jlfau> (1846), 15 M. & W. 444, 448; Powell v. Bees 
(1837), 7 Ad. & £1. 426; Tuung v. Marehall (1831), 8 Bing. 43; Neate v. Hard- 
%ng (185^, 6 Exch. 349; Glgn{Bart.) v. Baker (1811), 13 East, 509; Bavins 
Junr. & Sims v. London and South Western Bank, [1900] 1 Q. B. 270, 0. A ; 
Oughton V. Seppings (1830), 1 B. A Ad. 241 ; Biirluman v. Findlay (1829), 9 
B. & 0. 738; and see Lythgoe v. Vernon (1860), 5 H. & N. 180, where an agent 
wrongfully sold his principal’s goods and received the price. As to the right 
of a prindpal to follow money and the proceeds of property wrongfully dealt with 
by ms agent into the hands of third persons, see title AoEKCrr, YoLI., p. 203. 

(i) Smith T. Ilodton (1790), 4 Term. Bep. 211 ; 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 146 ; 
If’t/son T. PouRer (1730), 2 Str. 859 ; Smith v. Baker (1873), L. B. 8 0. P. 350 ; 
Lythgoe v. Vernon, supra; Rue v. Mutual Loan Fund, Ltd. (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 
347 ; see Brewer v. Sparrow (1827), 7 B. & 0. 310 ; as to what amounts to such 
election, see Rieer. Reed, [1900] 1 Q. B. 54, 0. A, and coses therein cited; Valpy 
V. Sanders (1848), 5 0. B. 886 ; Armstrong ▼. Allan (1892), 67 L. T. 738. Where 
an a^nt converts the goods of a third person, who elects to waive the tort and 
sue mm for money had and received, the a«nt is only liable to the extent of 
the proceeds still remaining in bis hands, ana not for what he has paid over to the 
principal in good faith {Rs Ely, Exports The 2VMfee()900), 48 W. B. 693, 0. A.). 

(A) Campbell v. Fleming (1834), 1 Ad. A El. 40, where the plaintifl having 
bought diares in a company on the faith of a frandulent statement afterwards 
dealt with them ; MUes v. Dell (1821), 3 Stork. 23, 26. And see, generally, title 
TaovEB Aim CosvKRsroN. 

(f) Hunter v. Prinsep (1808), 10 East, 378 (wrongful sale of cargo by ship- 
master: held that the owner was entitled to reoovw the proceeds from tne 
shipowners without Rowing for freight pro rata itineris, the claim to chaa^ for 
such freight being discharged by the conversion). 

(to) Marks v. Feldman (1870), L. B. 4 Q. B. 481, Ex. Ob.; Smith v. Baker 
(1873), L. B. 8 0. P. 350; EeUhut v. Nevill (IS'IO), L. B. 6 0. P. 478, Ex. Ob. | 
Wn v. Bell (1842), 10 M. & W. 340. 
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the proceeds (n). Bat where mineralis have been wrongfully Sect. 4. 
worked under a bond fide claim of right, and the owner waives the Money had 
trespass and sues for money had and received, the defendant is 
entitled to an allowance for the cost incurred in winning the woghred. 
minerals (o). Trexpaas to 

983. A defendant who has wronrfully received the fees of an 

office pertaining to the plaintiff has been held liable to account for ®®“ 
the fees as money had and received to the plaintiff’s use (j>), and 
where the holder of an office allows another person to perform the 
duties of the office under an agreement to divide the fees, such 
agreement not being illegal, the person so performing the duties 
may sue in this form of action for his half-share ( 3 ). 

984. A defendant is liable to this form of action who has Monqr 
obtained money from the plaintiff by fraud, whether it be by 
fraudulent misrepresentation (r) or fraudulent concealment of 
material facts (<), and interest may be recovered on the money 

so obtained (t). 

Where the plaintiff has himself been party to the fraud he may 
nevertheless recover if not in pari delicto with the defendant (a) ; 
but the right to sue for money had and received through a fraud is 
subject to the rule that recourse can only be had to this form of 
action so long as the plaintiff and the defendant can be restored 
to their original positions — otherwise the remedy is an action for 
deceit (t). 


(n) Powdl y. Rtn (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 426. 

W t7(?oon V. Vivian (1871), 6 Ch, App. 742 ; and see Hilton v. Woods (1867), 

L. B. 4 432 ; Livingstone t. Bawyards Coal Co. (1880), b App. Gas. 25 ; and 

title Mines, Minerals and Quarries. 

(p) Howard y. Wood (1679), 2 Lev. 245 ; King y. Alston (1848), 12 Q. B. 971; 
Roberts v. Aulton (1857), 2 H. & N. 432. But this fonn of action will not lie fox 
money given in connection with an office as a gratuity and not as a regular fee 
(Boyter v. Dodsworth (1796), 6 Term Bep. 681), and in an Irish case it has been 
held that a defendant who has illegally usurped the plaintiff’s post and fulfilled 
his duties and received his salary, &ough liable to an action for damages, cannot 
be compelled to hand over such salary as having been received to the plaintiff’s 
use {Lawlor v. Alton (1873), 8 1. B. C. L. 160). 

( 17 ) Rowland v. HuU (1835), 1 Scott, 539. 

(r) Hdt V. Ely (1853), 1 E. & B. 795 ; Hogan v. 81m (1797), 2 Esp. 622 ; 
Andrews v. Hawl^ (1857), 26 L. J. (ex.) 323 ; Crock/ord v. Winter (1807), 1 
Camp. 124 ; KetUrwell v. Refuge Assurance Co., Ltd., [1908] 1 B, B. M5, affirmed 
& L. (1909) 25 T. L. B. 395. Mouot obtained by fraudulent sale can be thus 
recovered {Early v. Qarret (1829), 9 B. & 0. 928, 932). 

(a) Billing y. Ries (1841), Gar. & M. 2G; Edmeads y. Newman (1823), 1 
B. & G. 418 ; Martin y. Morgan (1819), 3 Moore ( 0 . P.), 635 ; Kendal v. H'ood 
(1871), L. R 6 Exch. 243, Ex. Ch. 

(t) Johnson y. R, [1904] A. C. 817, at p. 822, P. 0. ; and see, generally, title 
Misrepresentation and Fraud. 

(a) The oases illustrating this rule are mostly coses of fraudulent preference of 
creditors (Atkinson y. Denhy (1862), 7 H. & N. 934, Ex. Ch. ; Smith y. Cm/ (181 7), 6 

M. & 8. 160 ; Smith y. Brondey (1760), 2 Doug. (K. B.) 696, at p. 697, and notes ; 

Be Lemberg's Policy (1877), 7 Ch. D. 050) ; see also Bradshaw y. Bradshaw (1841). 9 
M. & W. 29, and peere v. Mare (1863), 2 H. & C. 339). Where, however, ffie 
defendant has paid over money so received to the plaintiff’s io huik- 

ruptcy he cannot be made to pay over again to the bankrupt, because a jus terUi 
has intervened, and the money has foimd its way to the nehtful rwner (Stetwra 
V. BosweB (1841), 4 Scott (n. r.), 165). 

(b) Clarke v. Dkkson (1858), ll!. B. & E. 148. 
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985< A defendant who has led the plaintiff to believe that he 
holds money to his use in circnmstances where there is a 4n<y 
upon him to disclose the true facts may be estopped from disputing 
the plaintiff’s claim, or, if he has paid the money, be preduded from 
recovering it back (c). 

986. In the case of money belonging to a principal being 
obtained from his agent by fraud, either the principal or the agent 
may sue for its recovery back as money had and received to his 
use (<Q, and where an agent has obtained money wrongfully and 
paid it over to his principal or applied it for his benefit, either the 
principal (e) or the agent (/) may be sued for its recovery back. 

987. Where money has been ^aid under an illegal contract 
which has not been wholly or partially carried out, either party 
may withdraw from the contract and claim a return of the money 
paid by him thereunder (y), provided that the other party can 
restored to his original position (h) and that the part^ withdrawing 
has given the other party notice of his intention to withdraw (i). 

988. Money deposited in respect of a wager may be recovered 
from a stakeWder either before (k) or after (Q the ez^iiration of 
the time or happening of the event on which the decision of the 
wager depends, provided it is demanded from the stakeholder 
before it has b^n paid over to the winner. Even after payment 
over the amount may be recovered from the stakeholder, where 
he has paid it over after demand from the person depositing it 


(c) Skyring t. Cfremwood (1825), 4 B. ft C. 2S1 ; Shaw y. Picton (1825), 4 
B. ft C. 715 ; R. ▼. Lards aj the Treasury (1851), 16 Q. B. 357. For tue appU* 
cation of tliia principle to tbe case of an agent delivering accounts, see p. 493, 
post. 

(<n ffat V. Ely (1853), 1 E. ft B. 795 ; Litt v. Martindak (1856). 18 0. B. 314. 
In tra case the defendant, having fraudulently obtained the plaintiff’s money 
out of tile hands of his agent, claimed to retain it against a debt due to him 
from the agent ; and see Stevenson v. Mortimer (1778), 2 Cowp. 805. As to an 
agent’s right to sue in the absence of fraud, see Cotonud Bank v. Exchange Bank 
^ Yarmouth, Nova Scotia (1885), 11 App. Cas. 84, P. G. 

(e) Reid v. Rigby Jk Co., [1894] 2 Q. 13. 40 ; Marsh v. Keating (1834), 1 Bing, 
(u. a) 198, n. L. ; Bannatyne v. Maelwr, [1906] 1 K. B. 103, 0. A. ; Re Japanese 
Curtains and Patent Fabric Co., Ex parte ohoolbi^ (1880), 28 W. B. 339. 

f/) See p. 479, ante. 

(sr) The return of the money may be claimed on the ground of faQure of 
consideration (Tappenden v. Randall (1801), 2 Bos. ft P. 467, per Lord Ai.vak> 
tET, O.J.) ; and see Taylor v. Bowers (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 291, 0. A. ; Lowry V. 
Bourdieu (1780), 2 Doug. (K. B.) 468, 471 ; Bone v. Ekkss (1800), 5 II. ft N. 925. 

(h) Lowry r, Bourdieu (1780), 2 Doug. (k. s.) 468. 

(t) PaJyart v Ledeie (1817), 6 M. ft S. 290; Busk v. Walsh (1812), 4 Taunt. 
290. 

(i) Aubert v. WoJsh (1810), 3 Taunt. 277 ; Vamry v. Hickman (1847), 5 0. B. 
271 ; Trimble v. Hill (1870), 5 App. Cas. 342, P. (j. ; Martin v, Beweon (1855), 
10 Exch. 737. 

1) Cotton T. Thurland (1793), 5 Term Bep. 405 ; Biggie v. Higgs (1877), 2 

Taunt. 474; Batey.Oaiwt^ht 

1. P. D. 573, 0. A. ; and see 
HqmUIow v« jQckion fl828\ 
8 B. ft 0. 221 ; ^«J,jD.^"v: Walsh I>^9. TWsrSe^is n^ 

affected by the Gaming Act, 1892 (55 Yict. c. 9), s. 1 (ffSulHoan r. Thomas, 
[1895] 1 Q. B. 698 ; Barge v. Ashley ft Smith, Lid., [1000] 1 a B. 744, 0. Ei 
Shodtbred ▼. BvberU, [1900] 2 a B. 497, 0. A.). 
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and without his consent (m). But a depositor who has assented to 
payment being made by the stakeholder to the winner cannot 
recover (n). 

989. Where money has been paid in respect of an illegal 
contract which has been wholly or partly (o) carried out, the 
general rule is that the amount so paid cannot be recovered back (p), 
the exception being that a payment so made by a party not in pari 
delicto with the other is still recoverable though the contract has 
been carried out ( 9 ). Oppression or abuse of a confidential or 
fiduciary position is sufficient to prevent the parties from being 
in pari delicto (r). 

Where an illegal contract has been made by the plaintiff with 
a third person, under which money has been paid by the third 
person to the defendant for the use of the plaintiff, the defendant 
is bound to pay over the money so received to the plaintiff, and is not 
entitled as against him to set up the illegality of the contract under 
which it was received (^), unless the contract between the plaintiff 
and the defendant is unlawful in itself (t). An agent who receives 


(m) Uastelaw y. Jackson and Hampden y, WaUh^ supra ; Hodson y. TerriU 
(1833), 1 Gr. & M. 797. The mere bringing of an action before payment 
oyer is not equiyalent to a demand made upon the stakeholder {Oatty y. Field 
(1846), 9 a B. 431). 

(n) Howson y. Hancock (1800), 8 Term Bep. 675 ; and see title Gamino Aim 
Waoeeiko. 

(0) In KearUy y. Thomson (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 742, 0. A., solicitors agreed for 
a sum of money not to appear at the public examination of a bankmpt nor 
oppose the order for his discharge (such agreement being contrary to public 
policy). They neglected to appear at the public examination in part per* 
formance of their contract, alter which it was held that the amount of the 
payment to them could not be recovered back. See also Herman y. Jeuchner 
G885), 15 Q. B. D. 561, 0. A,, overruling Wilson v. Strugnsll (1881), 7 Q. B. D, 
548; Re Myers^ Expatie Myers, [1908] IS. B. 941 (money paid in pursuance of 
a scheme for defrauding cr^itors). 

(p) In Budi cases the maxim Potior est conditio possidentis applies {Andree y. 
Fkkher (178^, 3 Term Hep. 266 ; Howson y. Hancock (1800), 8 Term Rep. 575 ; 
Vandydc y. Hewitt (1800), 1 East, 96 ; ThisUewood y. Oracroft (1813), 1 AL & S. 
600 ; Morch y. Abd (1802), 3 Bos. & F. 35 ; Lowry y. Bourdieu (1780), 2 Doug. 
(k. B.) 468, 471; Lvhhock y. Potts (1806), 7 East, 449; Drummond y. 

(1794), 1 Ero. 152 ; OoodaU y. Lowndes (1844), 6 Q. B. 464 ; Stokes y. Twitchen 
(1818), 8 I^unt. 492). Lacaussade y. White (1798), 7 Term Rep. 535, an 
apparent author!^ to the contrary, has been much doubted, and is probably 
now not to be relied on. See also Munt y. Stokes (1792), 4 Teim Rep. 561, and 
Harse y. Pearl Lift Assurance Co., [1903] 2 KB. 92. 

(7) ClwtppeU y. Poles (1837), 2 M. & W. 867 ; and cases in next note. 

(r) For examples, see Alsa^ y. Spalding (1838), 4 Bing. (n. 0 .) 407, and 
cases there cited ; Smith y. (?u/(1817), 6 M. & S. 160 ; Atkinsony. Denhy (1862), 
7 H. & N. 934, Ex. Ch. ; Lowry y. Bourdieu, supra; Jones y. Barkley (1781), 
2 Doug. (k. b.) 684 ; Williams y. Hedley (1807), 8 East, 378. It has also been 
said that, eyen if the parties are pores delicto, money paid may be reooyered 
where public policy reouires it (Whitlingham v. Burgoyne (1797), 3 Anst 900, 
904, and see Morris y. MacChdlocJe (1763), 2 Eden, 190, and note theretc^ 

(«) Tenant y. Elliott (1797), 1 Bos. & P. 3; Williams y. Trye (1854), 23 
L. J. (oH.) 860; Farmer y. Russell (1798), 1 Bos. &>P. 296; Sykes y. Beadon 
(1879), 11 Oh, D. 170 {Sharp y. Tuf/Zor (1848), 2 Ph. 801, discus^ and doubted); 
see BousfiM y. Wilson (1846), 16 !M, & W. 185. 

(0 Booth y. Hodgson (1795), 6 Term Bep. 405 ; Knowles y. Haughton (1805), 
11 Yes. 168 ; Battersby y. (1818), 3 MadA 110; Sykes y. Bso^n vl879jt 

11 Oh. D. 170 
H.L.- 
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money under a gaming or iragering conkMt made on the prindpal'e 
behalf is bound to pay it over to the principal, and the same rule 
applies in the case of money received under an illegal contract(a), 
except where the contract between the principal and amnt is itself 
illegal, so that the court by permitting the principal to recover 
would be lending its aid to give effmt to the illegahty (6). It is, 
however, a good defence to an action by a principu for money 
received by his agent under a voidable contract for the agent 
to show that the contract has been avoided and the money repaid 
to the other contracting party, even if the contract was avoided on 
the ground of the agent’s fraud (c). 

It is necessary in all cases, to enable a plaintiff to maintain an 
action for money paid by mistake as money had and received by the 
defendant, that notice of the mistake must have been given to the 
defendant before action brought, and a demand made for payment 
of the money (d). 

990. Money paid under compulsion of legal process cannot be 
recovered back as having been received to the payer’s use(e). 
Thus, money paid in pursuance of a judgment is not recoverable, 
even if it was paid under a mistake of fact and the judgment was 
obtained fraudulently, unless and until it has been set aside (/). 
The rule applies to money paid by mistake under compulsion 
of a police court summons which is subsequently withdrawn (y), 
and to money paid under compulsion of an excessive distress 
for rent (A), or a wrongful distress damage feasant (t), and it 


(a) Bridgtr ▼. Savage (1885), 15 Q. B. D. 363, 0. A. ; De Matloe r. Ben- 
jamin (1804), 63 L. J. (q. b.) 248; and see Johnson y. Landry (1852), 12 0. B. 
468. A tnuitoe in banunptcy has no higher right than the bankrupt had at 
the time to whidi the trustee’s title rmates hack (Re Maylthack, Ex fcurte 
Caldecott (1876), 4 Ch. D. 150, C. A.). See, howeyer. Re Campbdl, Ex parte 
W<Averhttmj4on Bankina Co, (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 32. The trustee may aim in 
certain cases disafiSrm tne banKrupt’s contract ; see title Bamkbuvtot and Insol- 
VXKOY, Yol. n., p. 124). He is not, howeyer, bound by an es^pel binding on 
&e ba^rupt {ITeilbut r. NtviR (1870), L. B. 5 0. P. 478, 481, £ix. Ch.}. 

(5) See note (0, p. 487, ante. 

(e) Murray y. ifann (1848), 2 Exch. 538. 

(a) Freeman y. Jeffries (1869), L. B. 4 Exch. 189, prr Martin and Bram- 
WEU., BB. ; and see WRmnson y. Qodefroy (1840), 9 Ad. & El. 536 ; Kelly y. 
Solari (1843), 9 M. & W. 54. 

(e) Marriat y. Hampton (1707), 7 Term Bep. 269 ; 2 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 
421. 


(/) De Medina y. drove (1846), 10 Q. B. 152 ; Huffer y. Alien (1866), L. B. 
2 Exch. 15 ; Marriot y. Hampton, supra. 

(g) Moorey. Fulham Vestry, [1895] 1 Q. B. 390. Andsee Warddt Co. y. Wallis, 
[1900] 1 Q. B. 675, where a phuntiS by mistake.gaye the defendant credit for 
a payment on account which nad not been made, and the action being settled, 
it was held that the plaintiff could not recoyer the amount so credited. 

(h) Bkeate y. Beale (1840), 11 Ad. & EL 983, 991. The remedy is an action for 
the exoessiye distress. 


Undum y. Hoopn (1776), 1 Cowp. 414 ; OulHoer y. Cosms (1845), 1 0. B. 
788. ^ If, howeyer, animals distrained damage feasant are impounded on priyate 
premises, a tender of sufficient amends is good and depriyes the distress of its 
character of legal process, and an exoessiye sum demanded and paid after the 
tender may be recoyered back as money had and reoeiyed (Oreen y. Duckett 
(1883), 11 ^ B. D. 275; Browne y. Jwdl (1827), 4 Bing. 230); othorwise if 
the tender is made after impounding in a public pound (Sheriff v. James (1823). 
1 Bing. 341 ; Singleton y. WilUamson (1862), 7 H. & N. 747). 
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is immaterial in such cases that the money is paid nnder 
protest (ft). 

Sect. 6. — Account stated. 

991. Where parties mutually agree that a certain sum is due 
from one to the other an “ account stated ” is said to arise, and the 
law implies a promise on the part of the one from whom such sum 
has been agreed to be due to pay the same, on which the other 
party may sue without being put to proof of the correctness of the 
account (0* 

The amount due must be specified and not left uncertain (m), 
but a promise to make out an account and pay the balance found 
due is evidence to support the claim (n), and an action on an 
account stated may be maintained on proof of an acknowledgment 
of one item of debt (a). The admission of liability and of the 
amount due must, however, be absolute, and not qualified by any 
condition or reservation (b). 

A verbal admission of a debt due nnder a written agreement is 
sufficient to support a claim on an account stated (c), and such 
an admission may be inferred from conduct (d). All that is 
necessary is that the defendant should have shown either by 
express words or by his conduct that he recognised a specified sum 
as being due from himself to the plainvifi (d). The admission must 
be made by the defendant himself or by his agent authorised 
to make the admission (e), and must be made to the plaintifT 
or his agent authorised to receive the admission ; an admission to a 
third person is not sufficient to create an account stated (/). 


(Ic) Oufliver y, Ooaetu (1845), 1 0. B. 788 ; and see note (a), p. 478, ante. 

(i) Wray v. Milestone (1839), 6 M. & W. 21, 24; Irving y. Veitch (1837), 3 
M. & W. 90, 107 ; Foster y, Allanson (1788), 2 Teim Bep. 479 ; Oretton y. Mees 
(1878), 7 Ch. D. 839. 

(m) Lane y. HUl (1852), 18 Q. B. 252; Hughes y. Thorpe (1839), 5 M. & W. 
656, 667 ; Btmasconi y. Anderson (1828), Mood. & M. 183; Kirtan y. Wood 
(1833), 1 Mood. & B. 253 ; Teal y. Auty (1820), 2 Brod. & Bing. 99, 101 ; Green 
y. Davies (1825), 4 B. & 0. 235, 242 ; Baker y. Heard (1850), 5 Exch. 959. 

(n) Fronting y. Hammond (1819), 8 Taunt. 688. 

(а) Highmore v. l\imrose (1816), 5 M. & S. 65 ; Lane y. Hill (1852), 18 Q. B. 
252 ; Knowles v. Michel (1811), 13 East, 249. 

(б) Evans y. Verity (1825), By. & M. 239 ; Calvert y. Balter (1838), 4 M. & W. 
417. 

(c) Hewhall y. Holt (1840), 6 M. & W. 662 ; Singleton y. Barrett (1832), 2 
Cr. & J. 368 ; see Biyhy y. Jeffrys (1839), 7 Dowl. 561. 

on Salmon y. Watson (1819), 4 Moore (a P.), 73 ; Ohisman y. Count (1841), 
2 Man. & O. 307 (defendant, on being shown an accoiint by a clerk of the 
plaintiffs, objected to one item and made no remark as to the others ; it was 
held tibat there was evidence of an account stated of the items to whi(^ no 
objection was made) ; Ptacoch y. Harris (1808), 10 East, 104 (sum remitted on 
account, with a promise to pay the remainder); Porter y. Cotyger (1834), 1 
Or. M. & B. 387 ; Perry y. Slade fl845), 8 Q. B. 115 (pa;ment of a sum of 
money expressed to be for interest on a specified amount neld evidence of an 
account stated for that amount). 

(e) Hughes v. Thorpe (183^, 5 M. A W. 656, 667 ; Grundy y. Townsend (1888), 
86 W. & 531, 0. A., per LOPXS, L.J.; Miller v. Douglas (1886), 56 L. J. 
(on.) 91. 

‘ f) It was formerly doubtful whether admission to a third person was 

aoient (see Ashby v. Ashhy (1829), 3 Moo. & P. 186, 189; Bishtyp y. ChaeMbrs 
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992. The admiBsion mast be accepted by the party to whom it 
is made, or there is no account stated (y), but a party relying 
on an account stated is at liberty to challenge particular items 
thereof charged against him, on grounds which would have entitled 
him to repayment if the items so charged had been paid by him, 
and to have the account reopened in respect of those items (h) ; 
and, generally, although the admission has been accepted so as 
to constitute an account stated, the account may nevertheless be 
reopened where by mistake too little has been accepted (t) or 
too much admitted (j), particularly in cases of fraud and undue 
influence (k). 

An unaccepted ofier to pay a sum of money being less than the 
amount claimed is not an account stated (1) ; and to support an 
account stated the admission must be of a certain sum due to the 
plaintiff as a subsisting debt (m). 

993. A trustee by admitting that he holds a balance which 
is due to the plaintiff renders himself liable to this form of 
action (n), and it is no defence that there has l^n no valuable 
consideration other than the existence of the trust for stating the 
account (o). 

994. The acknowledgment of a debt due creates sufficient i>rivity 
of contract for the purpose of maintaining the action, and it is not 


(1827), 3 0. A P. 55). But all later authorities are unanimous {Brenkon v. 
Smith (1834), 1 Ad. & £1. 488, per Littlsdaije, J., at p. 489 ; Tucker v. Barrow 
(1828), 7 B. & G. 623, per Littledalb, J., at p. 625 ; Baiee v. Towtdey (1848), 2 
hlxch. 152, 156, 157 ; Tarbuck t. Biapham (1836), 2 !£ & W. 2). An arbitrator’s 
award is not evidence of an account stated, as the arbitrator is not the agent 
of the parties (Botes v. Towrdey, eupra). 

^) Per Lord Esheb, M.B., in Ormay v. Townaend (1888), 36 W. £. 631, 0. A. 
Bmging an action is sufficient acceptance (S. 0. ; and Chiaman v. Count 
(1841), 2 Man. & Q. 307). An order of court without any independent agree- 
ment would not be sufficient {Porter v. Cooper (1834), 1 Or. M. ft B. 387, 
895). 

(A) Itoae T. (1835), 2 Bing. (k. 0.) 145 ; PLwnier v. Bicker (1864), 2 

De Q. J. ft Sm. 194, U. A. ; Moxdeuy. Cowte (1877), 47 L. J. (OH.) 271. 

(t) Perry v. Attwood (1866), 6 £. ft B. 691 (the account was pleaded by 
way of defence) ; StainUm v. Catron Co. (1857), 24 Beav. 346 ; Datla v. Lloyd 
(1848), 12 Q. B. 531. 

( j) Thomaa v. Hawhea (1841), 8 M. ft W. 140 ; Daila v. Lloyd, aupra; Miller 
V. Douglaa (1886), 66 L. J. (on.) 91 ; and see Vagliomo Brothera v. Bank Cff 
England (Governor and Company) (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 103, at p. 127. 

(A) Wtlliamaon v. Barh^ (1877), 9 Ch. D. 529 ; Wataon v. Sodwdl (1879), 
11 Ch. D. 150, 0. A.; Beaumont v. Boultlss (1802), 7 Yes. 599; Coilnmn v. 
Mellerah (1850), 2 Mac. ft G. 309; Ward v. Sharp (1M4), 53 L. J. ^.) 313 ; 
Clarke v. Ti^ng {1846), 9 Bear. 284; Lewea v. Aforpaa (1817), 5 Price, 42; 
Uardmcke {Earl) v. Vernon (1808), 14 Yes. 504 ; Jones v. Moffett (1846), 3 
Jo. ft Lat. 636 ; Walaham y. atotnfon (1863), 12 W. B. 63. 

(Q Aikinaon v. JVoodhall (1862), 1 H. ft 0. 170; IVayman v. Hilliard (1830), 
1 Bmg. 101. 

(m) Tucker y. Barrow (1828), 7 B. ft 0. 623. 

(n) Roper y. Holland (1835), 3 Ad. ft EL 99 ; Topham y. Mbreen^/l (1858), 8 
E. ft B. 972, 983 ; Howard y. Brownhill (1853), 23 L. J. (o. B.) 23 ; see uso 
Bond y. Nurae (1847), 10 a B. 244. 

(o) Howard y. BrownhiR, eupra. See also Prouting y. Hammond (1819), I 

Taunt 688. ■ 
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necessary that the defendant should have been liable upon the Baor.s. 
original contract giving rise to the debt (p). Account 

stated. 

995. An acknowledgment constituting an account stated may in 
certain cases be sued upon, although the original contract in respect b^Tdebto. 
of which the acknowledgment is made is incapable of being sued 
upon. Thus, where certain items of the plaintiff’s claim are barred 
by the Statute of Limitations (q) and the defendant has a cross 
claim, and on going through the account a balance is struck in favour 
of the plaintiff, this final account amounts to an agreement to set 
off the statute-barred items against the items due to the defendant, 
and, a new consideration having arisen by virtue of the set-off and 
agreement as to the balance due, the plaintiff can sue upon the 
account stated, though he could not have recovered the whole original 
debt(r). 

So, again, where the plaintiff’s original claim is unenforceable 
by reason of the Statute of Frauds (s) he may nevertheless recover 
on an account stated upon a subsequent admission of liability by 
the defendant (t), and where a defendant by stating an account 
admits the right of the plaintiff to sue in a certain capacity (in 
which capacity the plaintiff could not have recovered in an action 
on the original contract) he may be estopped from afterwards 
denying the plaintiff’s right to sue in that capacity on the account 
so stated (u). But a claim on a contract which is void b^ reason Illegal 
of illegality or immorality or as being contrary to public policy 
cannot validly be made the subject of an account stated (v ) ; nor 


(p) Woffstqffh V. Boardman (1827), 9 Dow. & By. (k. b.) 248; Peacock v. 
Harris (1808), 10 East, 104; Perry v. Slade (1845), 8 Q. B. 115; Barker 
y. Birt (1842), 10 M. & W. 61. Therefore the indorsee of a bill may sue 
the indorser, and it is no defence that the defendant was not an original 
party to the debt {Wagstaffe y. Boardman, supra)', but sudi indorsement is 
only pri'm& facie evidence of liability and may be rebutted by proof that the 
bill was not indorsed with the intention of contracting, but only for the 
purpose of transfen-ing the bill {Burmester y. Hogarth (1843), 11 M. & W. 97, 
101). 

(o) E.g., the Limitation Act, 1623 (21 Jac. 1, o. 16), s. 3. 

(r) Nor does the Statute of Frauds Amendment Act, 1828 (9 Oeo. 4, o. 14), 
haye any application, for a new contract has arisen (Ashhy y. James (1843), 11 
M. & W. 542; SmUh y. Forty (1829), 4 0. & P. 126; Irving y. Veitch (1887), 3 
M. & W. 90, 109, 110 ; and see Perry y. Slade (1845), 8 Q. B. 115, and Dawson 
y. Remnant (1806), 6 Esp. 24). But there must be a new consideration ; a mere 
parol acknowledgment of an existing but statute-baired debt is not sufficient 
[Jones y. Ryder (1838), 4 M. & W. 32 ; Tarhuck y. Bispham (1836), 2 M. A W. 
2, 8; and see Hopkins y. Logan (1839), 5 M. & W. 241); any new consideration 
whiw would support a contract is sufficient (see Tates y. Otardiner (1851), 20 
L. J. (ex.) 327) ; see also Purdon y. Pardon (1842), 10 Id. A W. 562, and 
Perry y. Slade (1845), 8 Q. B. 116). 

(«) 29 Car. 2, c. 3. 

(<) KnowUe y. Michel (1811), 13 East, 249; Pinchon y. Chilcott (1827), 3 0. A 
P. 236; Seaao y. Deane (1827), 4 Bing. 459 ; Cockingy. Ward (1845), 1 0. B. 858. 
But see Falmouth {Earl) y. Thomas (1832), 1 Or. A M. 89, at p. 110, and the 
distinction there drawn between an exeoutra and an executory consideration iot 
the new contract 

tt) Peacock y. Harris (1808), 10 East 104. 

v) Kennedy y. Broun (1863), 13 0. B. ( k . 8.) 677 ; see Rose r. Savory (1835). 
2 Bing. (K. 0.) 145. ' * 
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can a solicitor by suing in this form of action evade the provisions 
of an Act of Parliament which requires the delivery of a signed 
bill of costs, or the taxation thereof (x); but if there are cross 
demands between a solicitor and clienti the one for costs and the 
other for goods supplied or work done, and on an adjustment of 
the accounts a balance is struck in favour of the solicitor, he may 
sue on the account so stated, although he may not have delivered 
a bill of costs (ii). An action on an account stated does not lie 
against an infant {z). 


996. In order to maintain an action on an account stated 
there must be a debt due to the plaintiff (a). An admission 
founded on the mistaken belief that a debt is due does not 
enable the action to be brought (h), and an acknowledgment that 
a sum is due in respect of what is proved to be only a moral 
obligation for which there has been no valuable consideration will 
not avail (c). 

Thus, an I.O.n. is primd facie evidence to support an account 
stated (d), but if it is proved that no debt is due the action cannot 
be mainlined (c). A promise to pay an overdue bill(/), or the 
giving of a promissory note on which an action cannot be brought {g), 
may be relied on as primS fade evidence to support an account 
stated ; but a promissory note or bill of exchange which is not duly 


(*) Seadding v. Eyle$ (184C), 9 a B. 858 ; Brookt v. BockeU (1847), 9 a B. 847; 
Bridgman T. Dean (1852), 7 £xch. 199. 

(y) Tamer t. Willie, [1905] 1 K B. 4C8. And see title SouciTOES. 

(e) Trueman ▼. Hvrtt (1785), 1 Term Eep. 40; Infants Belief Act, 1874 
(37 & 38 Viet. 0 . 62), s. 1. 

(a) Lemere v. Elliott (1861), 6 H.& N. 656; Fetch v. Lyon (1846), 9 Q. B. 147 ; 
Burgh V. Leggt (1839), 5 M. & W. 418 ; Tucker v. Barrow (1828), 7 B. & 0. 623. 
An agreement to give a cheque is not sufficient {Lubbock v. Tribe (1838), 3 M. & 
W. 607, 614) ; a promise to pay a sum of money as due is only primd facie 
evidence of the account {Lublmk v. Tribe, supra; Whitehead v. Uoioard 
(1820), 6 Moore (a v.), 105, 115). Compare Peacock v. Harris (1808), 10 East, 
104. 


(5) Oough V. Findon (1851), 7 Ezch. 48 ; Thomas v. Hawkes (1841), 8 M. & W. 
140; and see Daniel v. Sinclair (1881), 6 App. Cas. 181, P. 0. 

(c) French r. French (1841), 3 Scott (K. R.), 121 ; Jones v. Tanner (1827), 7 
B. ft 0. 542. See, however, Lavcodk v. Pickles (18631, 4 B. ft S. 497, where 
BLAOEBURir, J., at p. 506, doubted whether a moral onligation would hot be 
sufficient to support an account stated. 

(d) Payne v. Jenkins (1830), 4 0. ft F. 324; Fetenmayer v. Adcock 
(1847), 16 M. ft W. 449; Buck v. Hurst and Bailey (1866), Ij. B. 1 
0. P. 297 ; even though not addressed to any person by name {Curtis v. 
Jtickards (1840), 1 Soott (v. B.), 155; Douglas v. Holme (1840), 12 Ad. ft EL 
641). 

(«) Lemere v. Klliatt (1861), 6 H. ft N. 656 ; Wilson r. WUson (1854), 14 0. B. 
616 (in the last case there had been a failure of consideration between the 
giving of the LO.U. and the action) ; Jaeths v. Fisher (1845), 1 0. B. 178. 

(/) Oliver v. DovaU (1839), 2 Mood, ft B. 230. 

(y) Oould V. Coombs (1845), 1 0. B. 548 ; Davies v. Wilkinson (1830), 10 Ad. ft 
EL 68 ; WheaHey v. WtUiams (1836), 1 M. ft W. 533 (a note payable at a future 
date ; sudi note evidence of account stated, on which action may be Inrotmht up 
to six yean from date on which note falls due— 4.e., the Statute of Limitations 
does not begin to run till the maturity of the note; see also Fryer v. Boe(1852), 
12 0. B. 437). e \ a 
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stamped maj not be looked at for the collateral purpose of proving Sbot. 6. 
an account stated (/t). Account 

997. Though the original debt in respect of which an account is 
stated need not be enforceable at law in order that an action on the 
account stated should be maintainable (i), it must be a debt between plrtieo. 
the plaintiff and the defendant, so that where a defendant verbally 
promises to answer for the debt of a third person, and on Such 
third person making default repeats his promise, the second promise 
cannot be sued on as an account stated, since it is merely an 
acknowledgment of a collateral liability, and not of a debt between 

the parties (k). 

998. As a general rule an account stated must refer to past Most refer 
transactions, but it is not strictly necessary that at the time when ^ 

the account is stated the contract in respect of which the account 
arises should be wholly executed, provided it is treated as executed; 
for example, the account may include the price at which one party 
has agreed to sell land to the other, if such price is treated as one 
of the items and the balance supposes it to have been actually 
paid (1). The account must, however, have reference to past trans- 
actions, BO that where the assignees of an insolvent tenant agreed 
to pay the landlord a sum of money by way of rent it was held 
that this form of action would not lie, the agreement being a 
special agreement upon a separate contract, having no reference to 
transactions which had gone before (m). 

Nor is the mere ascertainment of how much remains due under 
an original agreement (without any new liability arising or con- 
sideration passing) necessarily an account stated (n). 

999. An agent rendering an account is bound thereby, unless he Account 

can show it was made by mistake (o). bj 

agent, 

Sect. 6. — Foreign Judgments. 

1000. Where a court of competent jurisdiction adjudicates a Foreign 
certain sum to be due from one person to another an implied con- judgment 
tract to pay such sum arises on the part of the person adjudged 

liable. It is upon this principle that the judgments of foreign and 


(A) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet, a 39), s. 14; Jom$ v. Ryder (1838), 
4M. & W. 32; Qreen t. Davies (1825), 4 B. & 0. 235, 242; Jardiney, Payne 
(1831), 1 B. & Ad. 663; and see Ashling r. Boon, [1891] 1 Ch. 568. See Part 
IX., p. 529, post. 

I t) See p. 489, ante, 

k) Marshall v. Wilson (1866), 14 W. E. 699, Ex. Ch. (Ir.). 

1) Laycock v. Pickles (1863), 4 B. & S. 497. 
m) Clarke v. JVM (1834), 1 Cr. M. & B. 29. 

n) Middleditch y, Lllis (l848), 2 Exch. 623, 628. Bat where in substanoe 
there is a new transaction, other matters outside &e original agreement Noing 
taken into account, or a new consideration pas^g (such as the diiwnliit i nn of a 
partner^ph then any balance found due from one party to the other may be 
the foundation of an account stated {Foster y. Allanson (1788), 2 Term Bep. 
479, explained in Middleditch y. Ellis, supra; Perry y. Attwood (1856), 25 L. J. 
(o. B.) 408, where the items were all on one side). 

(o) Shaw T. Picfoa (1825), 4 B. & C. 715, 729 j Cow ▼. MRle (1862), 7 
E. A N. 913. 
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colonial courts are enforced in this country (|>). This matter is 
fully treated elsewhere (q). 

Sbot. 7. — Statutory Deht$, 

1001. Where an Act of Parliament creates an obligation on any 
person to pay a sum of money to any other person, the amount due 
can be recovered as a debt by action where no other remedy is pro- 
vided and where no provision to the contra^ is contained in the 
Act (a). But where an Act creates an obligation, and provides a 
specific method for enforcing that obligation, as a general rule that 
method is the only one by which performance can be compelled (b). 
It is, however, a question of construction in each case whether the 
remedy is so limited by the Act or not (c). 

Booh a statutory debt is generally one of specialty to the extent 
that twenty years instead of six is the period of limitation for 
actions in respect thereof (<Q. 


Part VII. — Assignment of Contracts. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

1002- Assignment of a contract takes place when the liabilities 
imposed or the rights acquired thereunder are transferred to a per- 
son who was not a party to the original contract. Such assignment 
may be made either by act of the parties or by operation of law. 

1003. Assignment by act of the parties may be an assignment 
either of rights or of liabilities under a contract; or, as it is sometimes 


(р) BamiUm ▼. Dutch FauA India Co. (1732), 8 Bro. Pari. Cas. 264 ; WiUiame 
T. Jones (1845), 13 M. & W. 628, at p. 633 ; Philpott v. Adams (1862), 7 H. & N. 
M8; Harris v. Saunders (1825), 4 B. & 0. 411. The piiuciple appears most 
clearly in the judgments of Blackbubn, J., in Sehibsby y. WestenluJz (1870, 
L. R 6 Q. B. 155, and of Fbv, J., in Bousillon v. BousiUon (1880), 14 D. 
351. See also Sydney Municipal Council y. Bull, (1009] 1 K B. 7. An action 
on a judgment is in the nature of an action of debt, and the claim may he 
specially mdorsed on the writ with a yiew to proceedings under Order 14 
(BodsoU y. Baxter (1858), £. B. ft £. 884, Ex. Gh. ; Orant y. Easton (1883), 13 
^ B.D.SU2, 0. A.}. Astosuingon Englisb, ScottiA, and Iiish judgments, and 
the extension of such judgments, see title Cokfuot of Laws, Yol. YI., pp. 
291 et seq. ; and as to the effect of a foreign judgment as an estopp^ see title 
JxmOUENT. 

(9) See title CoiiFUcr of Laws, YoL YI., p]p. 281 et seq. 

\a) Shepherd r. Bills (1855), 11 Exch. 55; Jlichardson y. Willis (1873), L. R 
8 !foch. 60 : Lloyd y. Burrup (1868), L. R 4 Exch. 63. 

(5) Doe d. Bachester {Bishop) y. Bridues (1831), 1 B. ft Ad. 847, at p. 859 ; 
Pasmore y. Oswaldtwistle Urban Council, [1898] A 0. 387. 

(с) London Schoei Board y. Wright (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 578, 0. A. ; BenBey y. 

Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Bail. Co., [1801] 3 Oi. 222 ; see also 
PulBard y. Devenish, [1903] 2 Oh. 625; Oroves y. Wimbome (Zonf), [1898] 2 
0. B. 402; and title Statu^ ' L J 

Oiyil Procedure Act, 1833 (3 ft 4 Will. 4 , 0. 42), s. 3 ; Jones y. Pope (1666), 
1 Wms. Saund. 34; Shepherd y. MiBs, supra; Cork and Bandon Bail. (^. v. 
Goode (1853), 13 0. B. 826. As to the application of this principle to calls 
car shares, see title OomTanixs, Yol. Y. ; and as to penalties, sse title TltwAoaa. 
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expressed, an assignment of the benefit, or an assignment of the 
burden of the contract. Certain rights, however, are wholly in- 
capable of assignment. Assignment of the rights arising under 
a contract may be further divided into assignments at common 
law, in equity, and under statute (e). 

Sect. 2. — Assignment of Liabilities by Act of the Parties. 

1004. As a general rule a party to a contract cannot assign his 
liability thereunder without the other party’s consent (/). This 
rule applies both at law and in equity (g), and is unaffected by 
statute (h), but exceptions to its application are found in connection 
with certain contracts relating to land (i), and where the liability 
assigned is not connected with the skill, character, credit, or other 
personal qualifications of the assizor (j). Even in the excepted 
cases the assignment of liability without the consent of the other 
party to the contract does not discharge the original contracting 
party without performance, but gives an option to the other party 
to look to either the assignor or assignee for performance of the 
contract (k). 

By consent of all parties, however, liability under a contract may 
be transferred so as to discharge the original contracting party, 
provided that certain conditions are fulfilled. Such a transfer of 
liability constitutes, in reality, a new contract, and, strictly, is not 
an assignment at all (Q. 

Sect. 8. — Assignment of Rights by Act of the Parties. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — At Common Law. 

1005. The common law leaned against assignments of rights as 
well as assignments of liabilitieSi and as a general rule a person to 


(e) See infra. Beference may also be made to title Ghoses m Action^ 
VoL IV., p. 359, where the subject generally is fully treated. As to the position 
of strangers to contract, see p. 342, ante. 

(/) Bohaon v. Drummond (l831), 2 B. & Ad. 303. “ Ton have a right to the 
benefit you contemplate from the character, <n:edit, and substance of the party 
with whom you contract” {Humble v. Hunter (1848), 12 Q. B. 310, at p. 317) ; 
see also Johnson v. Baylton (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 438, 0. A. 

(y) Tolhurst V. Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers (1900), Associated 
Portland Cement Manufacturers (1900) v> Tolhursit^ [1902] 2 K. B. 6^, at pp. 668 
and 677, 0. A. ; affirmed [1903] A. Cf. 414. 

(/i) E.g., B. 25 (6) of the Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c; 66) (see last 
cited case as reported [1902] 2 K. B. at pp. 670, 676). 
ft) See p. 504, post. 

(j) Where a wasgon company let a number of railway waggons to the defen- 
dants at an annual rent, and agreed to keep them in repair, it was hdd that the 
company’s assignees were equally competent to keep the waggons in repair, 
and that the assignment of the company’s liability did not put an end to the 
contract {British Waggon Co. y. Lea (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 149). See p. 410, 
ante. 

(A;) See p. 506, post, and British Waggon Co. v. Lea, supra. 

{1) See p. 505, post. But on a contract for the sale of goods a condition 
cannot run with or be attached to the goods so as to bind a purchaser without 
express agreement on his part, and that whether he purchases with or without 
notice of the condition {Toddy is Co. v, Sterious S Co., [19011 1 OL 354: 
McOruther r. Pitcher, [1904] 2 Gh* 306). 
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whom rights were assigned could not sue in his own name upon the 
original contract (m). 

Exceptions, however, existed in the cases of assi^ments of 
negotiable instruments, by the law merchant (n) ; of assignments of 
certain contracts relating to land (o) ; of assignments by the 
Grown (p ) ; and, lastly, of assignments with the consent of the other 
contracting party (q). 

Sub-Sbot. 2 . — Jn Equity, 

1006. In equity an assignment of rights under a contract was 
regarded as equivalent to an agreement by the assignor to allow the 
assignee to use his name for the assertion of those rights, and the 
court would compel the assignor to allow his name to be used for 
that purpose upon receiving an indemnitv against costs (r), and 
woidd restrain him from suing for his own benefit (s). It was in all 
cases necessary that the assignor should be made a party to the 
action (t). The debtor was not entitled to claim any indemnity from 
the a8signee(a), and the assignee could not give him a valid dis- 
charge for the debt unless expressly empowered to do so by the 
instrument of assignment. 

Though an assignee may now under certain conditions (b) sue in 
his own name in a court of law, his rights of action, even in a court 
of law, are largely controlled by the rules governing equitable 


(m) Jones y. Carter (1845), 8 Q. B. 134 ; Boulton y. Jones (1837), 2 11. & N. 
564; Bchimling v. Tkomlinson (1815), 6 Taunt. 147. See Master y. Miller 
(1791), 4 Term Bep. 320, at p. 340. 

(n) See title Bnxs' of ExcnAHOE, Pbohissobt Notes, Ain> NsooTiAstE 
iNSTBtnfENTS, Yol. U., p. 459. 

(o) See p. 504, poet. 

lp) Per Buixeb, J., in Master y. Miller (1791), 4 Term Bep. 320, at p. 340; 
Stafford (Earl) y. BucTdey (1750), 2 Ves. Sen. 171, 181 ; Miles y. Williams (1714), 
1 P. Wms. 249, 232, 253. 

l q) See p. 505, post. 

\r) Torkington y. Magee, [19021 2 K. B. 427, 432 ; reyersed on tbe facts [1903] 
1 E. B. 644, G. A. ; Crouch y. Credit Fancier of England (1873), L. B. 8 Q. B. 374, 
380; Be Pothonier y. De Mottos (1858), £. B. A £. 461, 467 ; Ashley y. Ashley 

S , 3 Sim. 149, 151 ; Maeder y. Miller (1791), 4 Term Bep. 320, 340, 1 
, L. 0., 11th ed., 767, 789. This does not conflict with Ord. 16, r. 11, 
of the Bulee of the Supreme Court (m Tryon y. National Provident Institution 
(1886), 16 Q. B. D. 678, ^ A. L. SuiTH, J., at. p. 680). If the debtor after 
notice of assignment paid the assignor and took a release from him, he could 
not plead these facts as against the assignee suing in the assiraor’s name eyen 
in a court of law {Lwh y. Legh (1799), 1 Bos. s P. 447), and the assignor was 
liable to the assignee if he "derogatM from his grant” by hindering the assignee 
from obtaining the beneflt of me assignment {-Aulton y. Atkins (1856), 18 0. B. 
249 ; Oerard y. Lewis (1867), L. B. 2 0. P. 805). The assignee of a debt could 
n^ sue for it in equity unless the assignor refused to allow the assignee to use 
his name in a oouit of law, or other special droumstanoes existed (Hammond y. 
Messenger (1838), 9 Sim. 327 ; Hoskins y. Holland (1875), 44 L. J. (OB.) 278 ; 
Boaibwghe y. Coo (1881), 17 Ch. D. 520, 526, 0. A.). For farther illustrations 
of the old law, see notes to Forth y. Stanton (1668), 1 Wms. Saund. 220. 

{s\ Jeffs y. Day (1866), L. B. 1 Q, B. 872. 

If) In order to bind him and nreyent him suing at law, and also to enable 
him to dinmte the assignment if he thought fit (Durham Birathere v. Sobettson, 
[1898] 1 Q. B. 765, 769, 770, 0. A.). 

(o) Jones y. Farreill (1857), 1 De 6. A J. 208, 0. A. 

(5) See p. 500, J 
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assignments (c); and, moreover, there still remain a n^ber of cases 
in which he can only sue under the rules prevailing in equity. 

1007. An equitable assignment does not require either a deed or 
writing for its validity (d), and no particular form of words is 
necessary (c). 

1008. Assignment of a debt due under a contract may be effected 

in two ways, which have different legal consequences (/) : ^ (1) The 
assignor may direct the debtor to pay the assignee. In this case he 
has merely given a revocable mandate, and no equitable assignment 
is effected until the debtor has appropriated money for payment 
and communicated his assent to the assignee or has promised to 
pay the assignee (g). (2) The assignor may give to the assignee an 

order upon his (the assignor’s) debtor to pay a sum to the assignee 
out of a particular fund or sum due to the assignor. On com- 
munication of such order to the debtor a valid equitable assignment 
is effected, to which the consent of the debtor is not necessary (h). 
The order must constitute a direction, not merely a suggestion 
or an authority (t) ; it must also be directed to the assignor’s debtor 


Biot. S. 

Assignment 
of Bights 
by Act of 
the Parties. 

Equitable 

assignment. 

Modes of 
assignment. 


(c) the assignment is subject to equities available against the assignor 
at the time when notice of the assignment is given {Boxburghe v. Cox (1881), 17 
Ch. D. 520, C. A. ; Webb v. Smith (1885), 30 Ch. D. 192, C. A., and the equitable 
rule of priority by notice prevails though the form of notice required is different. 
See title Choses in Action, Vol IV., p. 374. 

((f) Lambe v. Ortan (I860), 1 Drew. & Sm. 125; Howell v. Macivers (1792), 4 
Term Eep. 690; Heath v. Hall (1812), 4 Taunt. 326; Lett v. Morris (1831), 4 
Sim. 607; Tibhits v. George (1836), 5 Ad. & El. 107, 115. If, however, the 
assignment comes within the Statute of Frauds, c.^., an assimment of an 
interest in land, it must be in writing (Re Whiitim^ Ex parte Hall (1879), 10 
Ch. D. 615, 0. A.). 

(c) Chowm V. Baylis (1862), 31 Beav. 351, 360; Bow v. Dawson (1749), 1 
Yes. Sen. 331 ; Gorringe v. Irwdl India Rubber and Gutta Percha Works (1886), 
34 Oh. D. 128, 134, Q, A..\ Re Griffin^ Griffin v. Griffiiiy [1899] 1 Ch. 408, 412. 
But the giving of a bill of exchange or oilier negotiable instrument does not of 
itself operate as an equitable assignment of funds in the hands of the drawee or 
of a debt due from him (Shand v. Du Buisson (1874), L. E. 18 E(3. 283 ; Schroeder 
V. Central Bank of London (1876), 34 L. T. 735 (cheque on banter) ; Hopkinson 
V. Forster (1874), L. E. 19 Eq. 74 ; Moore v. Bushell (1857), 27 L. J. (ex.) 3). 
(/) See Morrell v. WooUen (1852), 16 Beav. 197, 202, 203. 

{g) Moore v. Bushell (1857), 27 L. J. (ex.) 3 ; Hill v. Royds (1869), L. E. 8 Eq. 
290; Williams v. Everett (1811), 14 East, 682, 698; Johnson y, i?o5arfe (1875), 
10 Oh. App. 605 ; Howell v. Bait (1833), 2 Nev. & M. (k. b.) 381 ; Malcolm v. 
Scott (^185()), 6 Exch. 601 ; Wedlake v. Hurley (1830), 1 Cr. & J. 83 ; Bell v. London 
and north Western Rail. Co. (1852), 16 Beav. 648; Gibson v. Minet (1824), 9 
Moore (o. P.), 31 ; and see Scott v. Porcher (1817), 3 Mer. 662. It is not sufficient 
for the assignor to inform the assignee that he has given directions to the third 
person to pay the assignee [Re Holmes^ Ex parte Heywood (1816), 2 Eose, 366). 

(6) Lett V. Morris (1831), 4 Sim. 607 ; Row v. Dawson (1749), 1 Ves. Sen. 331 ; 
Burn v. Carvalho (1839), 4 My. & Cr. 690, 702 ; Be Row^ Ex parte South (1818), 
3 Swan. 392 ; Yeates v. Groves (1791), 1 Ves. 280 ; Re Whitting, Ex parte Hall 
(1879), 10 Oh. D. 615, 0. A. ; Webb v. Smith (1885), 30 Oh. D. 192, 0. A. ; 
Greenway v. Atkinson (1881), 29 W. E. 660, 0. A. ; and see Rodich v. OandeU 
(1862), I De G. M. & G. 763, 772, 777, and Morrell v. Woatten, supra; AleMnder 
V. Steinhardt, Walker ds Co,, [1903] 2 KB, 208; William Brandies Sons dk Co. 
V. Dunlop Rubber Co., [1905] A. 0. 464 ; Shaw <fc Co. v. Moss Empires, Lid., and 
Basiowjim), 26 T. L, R 190. 

(♦) WaUon v. Wellington {Duke) (1830), I Russ. & M. 602 : Be^ t. Arglss 
(1834), 2 Cr. &. M. 394. , ^ 
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and not to some third person, so that where an intending assignor 
wrote to the solicitors of a railway company requesting them to 
pay to the intended assignee all moneys due from the company 
to the former, and the solicitors promised the intended assignee to 
pay such moneys on receiving them, it was held that no equitable 
assignment of the debt had been effected (k). 

1009. An equitable assignment may be either complete or 
incomplete. It is said to be comjplete when the assignor has done 
everything which is capable of bemg done, according to the nature 
of the property, to complete the title of the assignee (Q, and in such 
case the assignment will be enforced by the court (»>). When the 
assignment remains incomplete, then, if the assignee has given value 
therefor, the court will enforce it, treating the incomplete assign- 
ment as an agreement for value to assign ; but if the assignee is a 
volunteer, the court will not assist him(n), subject, however, to 
the two following exceptions or 9 uast-exceptions(o): (1) in case of a 
declaration of trust; (2) in case of a donatio mortis causa, in which 
cases the court will assist the assignee even though he is only a 
volunteer. 

1010. Declarations of trust and donationes mortis causa only 
concern the present title in so far as the subject-matter of either 
of them may be the assignment of a right which the assignor 
possesses under a contract. 

Where a declaration of trust can be inferred assignment is not 


(Ic) Rodu3c\. Oandell (1832), 1 De G. M. & O. J63. For equitable assimmente 
generally, what amounts thereto, the requirements as to notice, and the effect 
of assignment, see title Ohoses in Action, Yol. IV., p. 374. 

(0 MUroy v. Lord (1862), 4 De G. F. & J. 264, 274, 0. A. ; Donaldtou v; 
Donaldton (1834), Eay, 711 ; Be Patrick, Bills v. Tatham, [1891] 1 Ch. 82, 0. A. ; 
Fortesrue v. Baniett (1834), 3 My. & K 36; Johnstone v. Mappin (1891), 60 L. J. 
(CH.) 241 ; and see Eeh^kh v. Manning (1831), 1 De G. M. & G. 176, G. A. ; 
Harding v. Harding (^6), 17 Q. B. D. 442, 444; and Meek v. Kettlewell 
(1842), 1 Hare, 464. ^e tact that notice hw not been raven to the debtor, 
though it may enable a third person to obtain a better title than the assignee, 
does not render the assignment incomplete (Be Patrick, Bills v. Tatham, supra ; 
Gorringe v. Irwell India Bobber and Outta Percha Works (1886), 34 D. 
128, 0. A.). 

(m) Harding v. Harding, supra ; Fortescue v. Barnett (1834), 3 My. & K. 36. 

(n) Medc v. Kettlewell, supra; Harding v. Harding, supra; Caiman v. Sarrd 
(1789), 1 Yes. 60, 64; EUison v. Ettison (1802), 6 Yes. 636; Antrobus v. Smith 
(1803), 12 Yes. 39; Ex parte Pye, Ex parte Dubost (1811), 18 Yes. 140 ; Edwards 
V. Jones (1836), 1 My. ft Or. 226 ; Trimmer v.' Danby (1856), 23 L. J. (on.) 
424; Be Ellenborough, Towry Law v. Bums, [1903] 1 CSi. 697 ; and see Ik 
Whitting, Ex parte IlaU (1878), 10 Oh. D. 616, 0. A., and cases cited in judgment 
in M'FaMen v. Jenkyns (1842), 1 Hare, 458. 

(o) It is doubtful whether the two following exceptions are exceptions at all. 
As to a declaration of trust, it has been stud that a declaration of trust may 
pOThaps be treated as a complete transaction in itself, rather than as an excep- 
tion to the general rule (MFadden v. Jenkyns (1842), 1 Hare, 458, 462) ; and as 
to a donatio mortis causa it has been said that after the donor’s death ^ Ugal 
personal representatiTe becomes a trustee for the donee (Be Beaumont, Beaumont 
T. Ewbarit, [1902] 1 Oh. 889, 893). so that the second exception is really aa 
illustration of the first. 
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necessary, but an incomplete assignment will not operate as a 
declaration of trust (p). 

A donatio morUa cauaa or gift made in expectation of death, and 
taking effect only if the donor (i.e., assignor) dies, may be effected 
without the use of words referring to his death or recovery, 
provided the intention is sufficiently indicated by the surrounding 
circumstances (q). 

lOU. The assignment of a debt may perhaps imply the assi^- 
ment of the securities therefor (r) ; on the other hand, securities 
may be assigned with the intention of assigning a debt, but 
without the necessary formalities for the assignment of the 
debt, and in such case, though the assignee cannot recover the 
debt, yet neither the assignor nor his representatives can recover 
the securities, and the result may be that no one can recover the 
debt(«). 

The benefit of a policy of fire insurance does not, in the absence 
of an express agreement to which the insurance company is a party, 
pass to the purchaser of the insured house, so that if a house is 
burnt down after a contract has been made for its purchase, and 
either before or after completion of the contract, the loss falls on 
the purchaser {t). 

1012- For purposes of stamp duty the distinction between an 
equitable assignment and a bill of exchange is often a narrow one. 
On the one hand, an order for the payment of a debt “ now due or 
that may hereafter become due in respect of ” work being done by 
the assignor (a), and an order in the following form, “I hereby 
authorise you to pay B. ^£865, being the amount of my contract, 
B. having advanced me that sum ” (6), have been held to be equitable 
assignments, and not orders for payment of money (c) ; on the 
other hand, where the real nature of the transaction is an order 


(|») Milroy v. Lord (1862), 4 De G. F. & J. 264, 274, C. A. Writing ia not 
necessary {M^Fadden v. Jenkyna (184^, 1 Hare, 458, 461). As to \vnat con- 
stitutes a declaration of trust, see title Tbusts and Trustees, and the following 
cases : Morgan v. MaUeton (1870), L. E. 10 Eq. 475 ; Exj^rte Pye, Ex parte 
Dvibost (1811), 18 Ves. 140 ; Fletcher v. Fletcher (1844), 4 Hare, 67 ; Ellison v. 
Ellison (1802), 6 Yes. 656; Paterson y. Murphy (1853), 11 Hare, 88 ; Bridge y. 
Bridge (1852), 16 Beay. 315 ; Richardson y. AicAardton (1867), L. B. 3 Eq. 686, 
and cases there cited; Be Breton's Estate, Breton y. Woollven (1881), 17 Ch. D. 
416 ; Warriner v. Rogers (1873), L. E 16 Eq. 340 ; Richards y. Belbridge (1874), 
L. E 18 Eq. 11; Eeartley y. Nicholson (1875), L. B. 19 Eq. 233; Parker y. 
Stones (1868), 38 L. J. (on.) 46 ; Moore y. Moore (1874), L. E 18 Eq. 474. 

(^) Edumrds y. Jones (1836), 1 li^y. & Or. 226, and cases cited m judgment. 
Wnting is not necessary, and the fact that the transaction is in writing eyen 
tends to rebut the presumption that the gift is intended to operate as a donatio 
mortis causa {ibid,, p. 235). As to donationes mortis causa generally, see title 
Gists. 

(r) Re Pcdrick, Bills y. Tatham, [1891] 1 Ch. 82, 87, 0. A. 

(«) Rummens y. Hare (1876), 1 Ex. D. 169, G. A. ; Searle y. Law (1646), 15 
Sim. 95 ; Barton y. Gainer (18%), 3 H. & N. 387. 

1 () Poole y. Adams (1864), 33 L. J. (oH.) 639. See title ImmiANOK. 
a) Buck y. Robson (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 686. 
bj Dipioeh y. Hammond (1854), 2 Sm. & G. 141. 

e) See also Orowfoot y. Gurney (1832), 2 Moo. & S. 473 ; and Hutdhineon v 
Beyworfh (1838), 9 Ad. A El. 376, and oases there dted. 
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sbot.s. for the payment of money out of a particular fund, the order 
Asaimunent constitutes a bill of exchange, and if not properly stamped is 
of inadmissible, even on payment of a penalty (d). 


ofBl^ts 
by Act of 
the Parties. 


inadmissible, eyen on payment of a penalty (d). 

Sttb-Seot. 3.— By Statute, 


Assignment 1018. The benefit of various contracts of particular kinds has 
by statnte. been made assignable at law by a number of different statutes (e). 

Assignment under any of these statutes must be made strictly in 
the manner provided by the statute. Thus, notice of an assignment 
of a policy of life assurance must be given in writing, and must 
' contain the date and purport of the assignment and be mven at the 

principal place of business of the assurance company (/). A notice 
of an agreement to assign upon request is not a notice of assignment 
within the meaning of the Act (g). 


Judicature 1014. A party to a contract may now assign his right in respect 
Act, 1873. Qj. chosc to action (li) by an absolute assignment 

in writing (not purporting to be only a charge), of which express 
notice in writing shall have been given to the person against whom 
he would have been entitled to claim ; and upon such assignment 
being made, all legal rights and remedies of the assignor pass 
(subject to any equities which would have prevailed in equity over 


(d) Be Adame, Ex parte Skellard (1873), L. E. 17 Eq. 109; Pott Lortuu 
(1861), 6 H. & N. 629 ; and Bee Griffin v. iVeatherby (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 763 ; 
London Clearing Bankert (Committed y. Inland Revenue C<mimieeioner$,[ 1S96] 1 
Q. B. 642, C. A. ; Ashling y. Boon, [1891] 1 Ch. 568 ; and see title Biua OF 
^CHANGE, VoL II., p. 676. 

(e) An Actfor the more effectual securing the payment of rents etc., 1 1 Qeo. 2, 
c. 19, B. 23, assignment of repleyin .bonds (repealed by the Statute Law Eeyimon 
and Giyil Procedure Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 69) ; an Act for the amendment 
of the Law, and the better advancement of Justice, 4 & 6 Ann. c. 3 (4 Ann. 
c. 16 in Euffhead), s. 20, assignment of bail bonds (repealed Statute Iaw 
E evision Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Viet. c. 116)) (see now llail Bonds Act, 1808 
(48 Geo. 3, c. 68), s. 3); East India Company Bonds Act, 1811 (61 Qeo. 3, 
c. 64), s. 4, assignment of India bonds ; for assignment of shares in companies, 
see Vertue y. East Anglian Bails. Co. (1860), 6 Exch. 280 ; and title Companies, 
Vol. V.; Bills of Lading Act, 1866 (18 & 19 Viet. c. Ill), s. 1, assignment of 
bills of lading ; Clourt of Probate Act, 1867 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 77), s. 83, assign- 
ment of admmistration bonds ; Marine Insurance Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 41), 
s. 50, assignment of marine policies ; Policies of Assurance Act, 1867 (30 A 31 
Viet. c. 144), assignment oi life policies; National Debt Act, 1870 (33 & 34 
Viet. c. 71), transfers of stock, s. 22 — 26. The sale of shares in a joint stock 
banking company is void unless the contract sets out the numbers of the shares 
as stated in the company’s register (30 A 31 Viot. 6. 29). See «dso title Cnosss 
IN Action, Vol. IV., p. 393. 

(/) Policies of Assurance Act, 1867 (30 A 31 Viet. c. 144), s. 3. 

(p) Spencer y. Clarke (1878), 9 Ch. D. 137. A fortiori, a notice of deposit cd a 
policy without any agreement to assign is not notice of an assimment {Oroesley 
y. City of Glasgow Life Assurance Co. (1876), 4 Ch. D. 421). See also Marine 
Insurance Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, a 41), s. 60, and Fellas y. Neptune Marine 
Insurance Co. (1879), 6 C. P. D. 34, 0. A., which was decided under the riightly 
different wordmg of the Policies of Marine Assurance Act, 1868 (31 A 32 V^ o, 
86), s. 1 , repealed by Marine Insurance Act, 1 906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 41), s. 92, S<died. II. 

(h) I.e., any debt or chose in actiou which was formerly assignable only in 
Muity {Tolhurst y. Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers (1900), Aeeoomed 
Portland Cement Manufacturers (1900) v. TeXkurst, [1902] 2 K. B. 600, 0. A., at 
pp. 668 and 676). , 
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the assignee’s rights at the time when he received notice of the 
assi^ment) from the assignor to the assignee, who is entitled to 
sue in his own name to enforce any such rights withont joining the 
assignor (i). 

Sub-Seot. 4. — Bights incapable of assignment. 

1015. The following rights are incapable of assignment : — 

(1) A right under a contract cannot be assigned in any case 
where the effect of the assignment would be to impose a greater 
liability on the other party to the contract {k). 

(2) A right under contract cannot be assigned when the power 
to assign it is expressly or impliedly taken away by Act of Parlia- 
ment. Thus a policy effected under the Friendly Societies Acts, 
1875 and 1896(0, is not assignable otherwise than as provided by 
those Acts (nt), and deferred pay of an officer or soldier cannot be 
assigned (n). 

(8) Even if there is no statutory prohibition, an assignment may 
be void as being against public policy (o). On this principle tbe 
assignment of the salary of a public office, or an office in some way 
connected with the public service, is void ; as, for example, the 
assignment of the salary of a clerk of the peace (p), or of an 
assistant parliamentary counsel to tbe Treasury (g), or of the 
pay of a navy surgeon (o), or of pay given to the assignor to hold 
himself ready for service of the Crown {q). 

(4) An assignment of a right of action which offends against the 
law relating to champerty and maintenance is void, equally at law 

(t) Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. c. 66), s. 2d (6). For whidi see title 
Chosgs m Action, Tol. IT., p. 367, note (A) ; and see under that title for 
the law as to what assignments of contracts are within the Act, the r^uire- 
ments of a valid assignment, the necessity for notice, and the prioribes as 
between successive assignees, and the effect generally of such an assignment 
upon the rights of the parties. The fact that a contract is assigned as a security 
does not necessarily prevent the assignment from being an absolute assignment 
[Buttell (k Co., Ltd. v. Austin Fryers (1909), 25 T. L. B. 414). 

(A) Tolhurst v. Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers (1900), [1903] A C. 
414, per Lord Linuley, at p. 423 ; see Ikiwson v. Great Northern am City Rail. 
Co., [19051 1 K. B. 260, 272, 0. A. As to assignment of an agreement for a lease 
and specific performance in favour of the assignee, see Croshie v. Todke (1833), 
1 My. & K. 431 ; Morgan v. Rhodes (1834), 1 My. & K. 436 ; Weatherall v. Geering 
(1806), 12 Yes. 604. 

(l) 38 & 39 Yict. c. 60 ; 69 & 60 Yict. c. 25. 

(m) See s. 15 (^ of the Friendly Societies Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Yict. o. 60), 
and s. 56 of the iraendly Societies Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Yici c. 25) ; and m 
R edman, Warton v. Redman, [190^ 2 Oh. 471. 

(n) Army Act, 1881 (44 & 46 Yict. c. 68), s. 141 ; Crowe v. Price (1889), 22 
Q. B. B. 429, 0. A. ; Lueas v. Harris (1886), 18 Q. B. B. 127, 0. A. For other 
examples of egress or implied pitehioition, see OeUhercoU v. Smith (1881), 7 
Q. B B. 626, 0. A (mider Incumbents Resignation Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Yict. 
0 . 44) ) ; WaURns v. IratiiiM, [1896] P. 222, 0. A., and oases tiiere dted. 

(o) Apthorpe v. Apthorpe (1887), 12 P. B. 192, 0. A. For general principles, 
see Or^M v. IFinaeor (Bean and Canons) (1840), 2 Beav. 544 ; see also Aston 
V. BudnneU (1829), 8 Y. & J. 136, 148, 149, Ex. Oh. in Eq., and Re Huggins^ 
Ex parte Htygine (1882), 21 Oh. B. 85, 0. A The assignment of the salary of a 
chaplain to a workhouse (Be Mirams, [1891] 1 Q. B. 594) and of the emoluments 
of a fellow of a Oambiidg^ college (Peietel v. Kinfs CoUege, Cambridge (1847), 
10 Beav. 491) are both valid. See also p. 394, ante. 

(p) Palmer v. Bate (1821), 2 Brod. ft Bing. 673. 

(]) Choper v. Reilly (1829), 2 Sim. 660. 
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and in equity (r), and the assi^ment of a debt which cannot be 
enforced by reason of the Gaming Acts confers no better right on 
the assignee than the assignor had («). 

(5) A right under a purely personal contract cannot be 
assigned (t), but moneys due under a contract of personal service 
may be assigned, notwithstanding that a contract for personal 
service is not assignable (u). 

(6) It appears also that the parties to a contract may effectively 
agree that no rights under the contract shall be assigned (a). 

Sect. 4. — Assignment by Operation of haw. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In Oetieral. 

1016. The rights and liabilities of either party to a contract may 
under certain circumstances be assigned by operation of law when 
such party dies, or becomes bankrupt, or (in the case of a woman) 
marries. In the case of contracts relating to land, certain rights 
and liabilities are also in certain cases assigned by operation of law 
upon the transfer of the land or of the reversion therein (&). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — On Death. 

1017. If the contract is a personal contract, i.e., dependent upon 
the personal skill or qualifications of one of the parties, and that 
party dies, the contract is discharged, and no rights or liabilities 
thereunder in respect of future performance pass to his representa- 
tives (e). These latter are entitled, however, to sue for any money 
actually earned by the deceased under the contract and accrued due 
during bis lifetime (d), or even for remuneration accruing due after 


(r) Dawson y. Great Northern and City Rail. Co., [1905] 1 K. B. 260, 270, C. A. ; 
and see title Action, YoI. L, pp. 51 — 55. 

(«) Be Deerhurst, Ex parte Seaton (1891), 60 L. J. (Q. B.) 411, 413. 
h) Kemp y. Baersdman, [1906] 2 & B. 604, 0. A. ; Davies y. Davies (1887), 36 
Ch. D. 359, 394, C. A. ; Stevens v. Denning (1855), 6 De Q. M. ft O. 223, C. A. ; 
Hole y. Bradbury (1879), 12 Ch. D. 886 ; Chriffith y. Tower Publishing Co., Ltd. 
and Mmcrieff, [1897] 1 Ch. 21 ; and see Tolhurst y. Associated Portland Cement 
Manufacturers (1900), [1902] 2 K. B. 660, C. A., at pp. 668, 669 ; Orosbie y. Tooke 
(1833), 1 My. ft £. 431 ; Morgan y. Rhodes (1834), 1 My. ft K. 435. See also 
p. 410, ante. As to contracts of agency, see title Aoenot, Vol. I., p. 195. 
As to building contracts, see title Buildino Contbaots, YoL HI., p. 275. 

S Russell ds Co., Ltd. y. Austin Fryers (1909), 25 T. L. B. 414. 

See Re Turcan (1888), 40 Ch. D. 5, at p. 10, 0. A. ; Brice y. Bannister (1878), 3 
Q. B. D. 569, C. A., per Bbamweu., L.J., at p. 681 ; and WeatheraU y. Oeering 
(1806), 12 Yes. 604, 

(5) For assignment on death, see title Ezeouto^ AND Administratobs ; on 
marriage, see title Husband and Wive ; on bankruptcy, see title Bankruptcy 
and Insolvenct, Yol. IL, p. 162; and on transfer of lease or reyersiou, see 
titles Landlord and Tenant and Beal Pbopebtt and Chattels Beal, and, 
generally, title Choses in Action, Yol lY., p. 399. 

(c) Chamberlain y. Williamson (1814), 2 M. ft S. 408 ; Finlay y. Chimey (1888), 
20 Q. B. D. 494, C. A. ; Phillips y. Alhambra Palace Co., [IMl] 1 K. B. 59, 63 ; 
Shipman y. Thompson (1738), Willes, 104, n. ; Farrow y. Wilson (1860), L. B. 
4 0. P. 744 ; Phillips y. Jones (188«), 4 T. L. B. 401 ; Blades y. F«eji82e), 9 
B. ft C. 167 ; Foster y. Bates (1843), 12 M. ft W. 226; Campanari v. Wbodburn 
(1864), 15 0. B. 400; Friend y. Toung, [18971 2 Ch. 421 ; Pool v. Peed (1889), 58 
L. J. (p.) 67 ; Tosher y. Shepherd (1861), 6 M ft N. 575. 

(d) Stubbs y. Holywell Rati. Co. (1867), L. E. 2 E*oh. 311. 
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his death if it appears to have been the intention of the parties that 
remuneration should continue payable after the termination of the 
contract (e). 

If the contract is not of a personal nature, and is executory, the 
personal representative may complete it and demand the price (/), 
or, conversely, may be sued on the contract (g). 

If a party to a contract assigns his rights in equity during his life, 
his personal representatives continue to represent him for the 
purpose of joining or being joined with the assignee in suing the 
debtor (h). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — On Marriage. 

1018. A husband is liable, to the extent of any property acquired 
through his wife, on his wife’s ante-nuptial contracts and obliga- 
tions, but the wife also remains liable thereon in respect and to the 
extent of her separate property (t). 

Sxtb-Sect. 4. — On Lunacy. 

1019. Neither the rights nor liabilities of a party to a contract 
are assigned by his subsequent insanity or lunacy. Judgment may 
be recovered against him (j), and he may sue on the contract, either 
by his next friend or committee, as the case may be {k). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — On Bankruptcy. 

1020. On the bankruptcy of a party to a personal contract the 
bankrupt’s rights and liabilities thereunder do not in general pass 
to his trustee (f), though in certain cases the trustee may recover 
damages for breach of such a contract (m). If the contract is not 
of a personal nature, the bankrupt’s rights and liabilities thereunder 
devolve on his trustee, subject to the trustee’s right to disclaim 
onerous contracts (n). 

The bankrupt, however, may enter into a contract after his 
bankruptcy, and sue thereon, if the trustee does not intervene (o) ; 


M Wilson V. Harper, [1908] 'I CL 370 ; and see Rcbey y, Arnold (1897), 14 
T. L. B. 39 ; Salomon v. Brownfield (1896), 12 T. L. B. 239 ; Bilbee y, Ilasse 
(1889), 6 T. L. B. 677 ; and compare Naylor y. Yeardey (1860), 2 F. & F. 41 ; 
Boyd y. Mathers (1893), 9 T. L. B. 443, 0. A. ; Morris v. Hunt (1896), 12 T. L. B. 
187 ; Oerahty y. Baines (1903), 19 T. L. B. 654, and Knight y, Burgess (1864), 
33 L. J. (oh.) 727. 

(/) Marsluill y. Broadhurst (1831), 1 Cr. & J. 403 ; and see Siloni y. Kirkman 
(1836), 1 M. & W. 418, 422, 423. 

(o) Wentworth y. Cock (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 42 ; Cooper y. Jarman (1866), 
L. B. 3 Eq. 98 ; and see UoUinson y. Lister (1855), 20 Bear. 350. 

(A) Brandi y. HetUig (1818), 2 Moore (o. F.), 184 ; and see title Ezeotttobs 
AHD AuiamSTBATOBS. 

(t) Married Women's Pn^rty Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 75), ss. 13, 14 ; 
and see title Husband and wife. 

{i\ See Be Ltavesley, [1891] 2 OL 1, 0. A. 

(«) See Famham y. Milward A Co., [1895] 2 Oh. 730, 735. The effects of 
sabs^nent lunacy relate mainly to the procedure to he employed tor enforcing 
the Innatio’s contract ; see title Xunatics and Febsons of Unsound Mind. 

(/) See title Bankbuptot and Insolvency, Yol. IE., at p. 162. 

(m) Ibid., pp. 138, 139. 

f n) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. e. 62), 8. 56 ; Bankrupts Act, 1880 

(6S*64Yiot.o.n),B. 18. r 

(o) See title Banxbuftot and Insolvenoy, YoL n., at pp. 188, 184 st uf. 
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Shot. 4. and the bankrupt cannot be deprived without an order of the court 
ABdcnment of any part of a salary or income to which he is entitled (p). 
by Operation 

of Law. Sub-Sbot. 6 . — CuvemnU which run with the Land, 

CoTenants 1021. On the assignment by a tenant of a leasehold interest in 
mnning with land certain rights and liabilities pass to the assignee by operation 
the land. being entitled to sue or liable to be sued by reason of 

the privity of estate between him and the landlord (q). When the 
benefit or burden of a covenant by the landlord, or by the tenant 
assigning, as the case may be, passes to the assignee of the tenant, 
such covenant is smd to “ run with the land.” The rule is that 
covenants which “ touch and concern ” the land (r) run with the 
land wherever the covenantor has in terms covenanted for himself 
and his assigns. Where, however, he has not expressly covenanted 
for his assigns, the benefit or burden of tbe covenant does not 
pass to the assignee of the term, unless it is also concerned with 
something which was in existence at the time when the covenant 
was made (s). 

Burning with 1022. A covenant is said to ** run with the reversion ” when the 
reversion. benefit or burden of it, as the case may be, passes to an assignee of 
the lessor. Generally speaking, all covenants relating to the 
subject-matter df the demise run with the reversion (t). 

penonai 1023. Covenants which do not run with the land or with the 

covenants. reversion are called collateral or personal covenants (u). 

Freeholds. 1024. On an assignment of freeholds the benefit of covenants 
entered into with the assignor in relation to the land as a general 
rule passes to the assignee, but the obligation of performing positive 
covenants entered into by the assignor does not pass to the assignee 
by virtue of the assignment, there being no privity of contract or 
estate between the assignee and covenantee (x). 

Restrictive 1025. The obligation of observing all covenants restrictive of the 
covenants. user of land demised passes in equity to any assignee or under- 
lessee of the land, whether he takes with notice of the covenants or 

(p) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Yict. c. 62), s. 63. 

Iq) Ike assignee is only liable or entitled to sue so long as tbe term remains 
verted in him, and on the other band the assignor if he is the original lessee 
remains liable notwithstuiding the assignment on all his own covenants. An 
underlessee is not, as such, liable to the head lessor for performance of the 
lessee’s covenants. See title LAin>u>BD Ain> Txbabt. 

(r) E.g., to pay rent or do repairs or a covenant by the landlord for quiet 
enjoyment. 

(s) These rules are known as the rules in Spmeet^e Cate (1683), 6 Co. Bep. 16 ; 
see 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., 66. See also Foreter v. Elvet CoUiery Co., Ltd., 
[1908] 1 K B. 629, 0. A. ; affirmed H. L., [1908] W. N. 260 ; 78 L. J. (OH.) 246. 

(t) See stat 32 Hen. 8, c. 34, and the Oonveyanoing and Law of ^perty 
Act, 1881 r44 & 46 Yiot. c. 41), ss. 10—12 ; EOielon v. Beaehor, [1908] 2 Ch. 666, 
0. A. ; and for a treatment of the subjMt in detail, titles Equitt ; jLaitdi.obd 
ABD Tbbart ; Bbai, Pbofebtt abu Obattbls Bhat.. 

(u) I.e., limited to the person, bat not in this case by reason of any speoiai 
skill or qualifications ; e.g., to renew worn-out chattels, or deliver up stock. 

(sc) See titles Equitx ; BsAZ. Pbofxbtt abd Ohattxm Buat.. Qn the. sale 
of goods no condition attaches to or runs with the goods except express 
agreement; aee note (Q on p. 496, ante. 
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not (a) ; but an assignee of a freehold interest is only bound to 
observe restrictive covenants of which he has actual or constructive 
notice at the time of the assignment, and this obligation is only an 
equitable one (b). 

Sect. 6. — Novation, 

1026. Novation is a form of assignment in which, by the consent 
of all parties, a new contract is sumtituted for an existing contract. 
Usually, but not necessarily (c), a new person becomes party to 
the new contract, and som,e person who was party to the old 
contract is discharged from further liability. The introduction 
of a new party prevents the new contract from being a mere 
accord without satisfaction (d), and thus affords a defence to any 
action upon the old contract (c). 

For novation to ensue there must be not only the substitution of 
some other obligation for the original one, but also the intention 
or animus novandiij'). 

A common form of novation occurs where A. is indebted to B., 
and G. is indebted to A., and all three parties mutually agree that C. 
shall become B.’s debtor in place of A. Certain conditions must, how* 
ever, be fulfilled in order to enable B. to sue 0. upon such an agree* 
ment. These conditions are — (1) that the intermediate debt of A. to 
B. should be extinguished (y) ; (2) that the same or a larger amount 
should be due from C. to A. than from A. to B. (/i) ; and (3) that a 
defined and asceiliained amount should be transferred (t). It is not, 


(a) Tlivrmwdl v. Johmn (1881), 50 L. J. (CH.) 641 ; Holloway Brothers v. 
HUl, [1902] 2 Ch. 612. The origin of the obli^tion is the doctrine of notice, 
actual or constructive, but as every assigpnee or underlessee of leaseholds is 
deemed to have at least constructive notice of all restrictive covenants affecting 
the^ land demi8ed,_the question of notice is really immaterial. Tlie modem 
legislation precluding a proposed purchaser or underlessee from calling fur the 
title to &e freehold or letuiehold reversion, in the absence of an express con- 
dition giving him that right, has made no difference in this respect. See for 
further authority and detaiis, titles Eqtjitt; Landlobd and TsNAirr; Beal 
Propebtt and Chattels Beal. 

(5) See Talk v. Moxhay (1848), 2 Ph. 774 ; Formhy v. Barker, [1903] 2 Ch. 
539, C. A. ; and titles Equity ; Beal Peopertt and Chattels uitAT. 

(c) Scarf V. Jardine (1882), 7 App. Cas. 345, per Lord Selbobne, L.C., at 
p. 351. 

(d) The^ commonest example of novation occurs where, on the dissolution of 
partnership, the former partners who continue to carry on '^e business release 
the retiring partner from liability for the firm’s debts and give notice to a 
creditor, who accepts the liability of the new firm in place of that of the old. 
See following cases and Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Yict. c. 39), s. 17. For 
the case of an agent agreeing to hold, money of his principal for his principal’s 
creditor, sometimes described as a sproies of novation, see p. 475, ante. 

(e) Henderson v. Stohart (1850), 5 Exch. 99. 

(/) Wilson T. Lloyd (1873), L. B. 16 Eq. 60, at p. 74. 

(p) Cuxon V. Chadley (1824), 3 B. & C. 591 ; Lxversidge v. Broadbent (1859), 4 



1 ,. 180 ; see also Israel v. Douylas (1789), 1 Hy. Bl.'839 ; Hodgson ▼. Anderson 
(1825), 3 B. & C. 842 ; Laey v. FTNeile (1824), 4 Dow, & By. (k. b.) 7. 

(A) Fairlit y. Denton (1828), 8 B. & 0. 395 ; Orow/oot v. Qvrtity (1832), 9 
Bing. 372. 

See oaaes dted in note (A), supra. 
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however, nocessary that such amount should be either ascertained 
or due at the moment of the agreement to transfer the debt, if it is 
subsequently ascertained and due before the original party has 
sujffered any change of status (&). 

1027. Since novation is a new contract, it is essential that the 
consent of all parties shall be obtained (l), and in this necessity 
for consent lies the essential difference between novation and 
assignment (m). 

Such consent may be inferred from conduct without express words. 
Thus a company, by registering a transfer of shares, agrees to dis- 
charge the contract with the old shareholder and accept the new one 
in his stead (n). So, again, the consent of a creditor to a transfer 
of liability from an old to a new firm may be inferred from the 
fact that he continues to deal with the new firm after notice of the 
change of partners (o). Slight acts of recognition of the existence 
of the new firm which are not incompatible with a determination to 
continue to look solely to the old firm as responsible for the debt 
are not, however, sufficient to constitute novation (p). 


6 


(Z;) Crowfoot v. Qurney (1832), 9 Bing. 372 ; Pooley v. Gitodwm (1835), 4 
Ad. & El. 94. The subsequent bankruptcy of the original creditor will not affect 
the defendant’s liability {Crowfoot v. Cfunieyy supra). 

(l) Wilson V. Coupland{\%2\)y 5 B. & Aid. 228, 232 ; WIiaHon v. ^825) ; 

>ow. & By. (k. b.) 288 ; see also Father v. TFwc (1817), 6 M. & d. 239; 

Thomas v. Shilliheer (1836), 1 M. & W. 124. 

(m) Thus, no agreement between retiring and now nai^ors made without 
the consent of a oi^tor can relieve the old firm from liaoility, or prevent such 
creditor from suing the members of the old firm with whom he contracted (Kirivan 
y. Kirwan (1834), 2 Gr. & M. 617 ; and see Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet, 
c. 39), ss. 17, 36); but if he once elects to look to the new firm novation is 
effect^, and he can no longer treat the old partners as liable {8carf v. Jardine 
(1882), 7 App. Gas. 345). For the case of a creditor electing to look to the old 
firm, see British Homes Assurance Corporation^ Lid, v. Paterson^ [1902] 2 Gh. 404). 
And conversely if a debtor agrees with a third person that such third person shall 
pay his debt, a creditor who has been no party to the agreement cannot sue 
the third person {Price v. Easton (1833), 4 B. d: Ad. 433) ; but the creditor may 
consent to look to a new party as assignee in place of we party with whom he 
originally contracted, and such consent is binoing on him though given after 
the assignment has b^n made {Oldfield y. Lone (1829), 9 B. & C. 73). See also 
title Paktneeship. 

(n) Subject, of course, to its statutory rights available against past share- 
holders {Re Towns Drainage and Sewage Utilization Co,y MortotCs Case (1873), 

L. E. 16 1^.104). 

(o) Bilhorough v. Holmes (1876), 5 Gh. D. 255 ; Hart v. Alexander (1837), 2 

M. & W. 484 (knowledge is sufficient without diimt notice, per Pabkb, B., at 

L 489); Roife and the Bank of Austredasia Flower y S^ing A Co, (18^), 

R 1 P. G. 27, at pp. 44, 45. But it is otherwise where a new partner is taken 
into the firm and the creditor shows a dear intention of continuing his business 
with the old partners alone British Homes Assurance Corporation, Ltd, v. 
Paterson, [1902] 2 Gh. 404). Sponger evidence is required to prove consent to 
a transfer of liability where the d^tor rdios upon a written instrument {Rs 
FamUyEndofwment Society (1870), 5 Gh. Ajip. 118, 132). As to the effect of 
publishing sudi notice in a newspaper, see Oraham v. Hope (1793), Peake, 
208 ; Jenkins v. Blizard (1816), 1 Stark. 418 ; and Partnerdup Act, 1890 (53 & 
54 Viet. c. 39), s. 36. 

^ (p) Thus, where a debt was due irom a firm which was subsequently formed 
mto a company, and the creditor wrote that he looked to the urm and knew 
nothing of the company, ^but afterwards applied to the oompaay tor interest on 
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Similarly, although a transfer by an insurance company of its 
business and liabilities is inoperative to bind policy-holders without 
their consent, such consent may nevertheless be inferred from 
various acts, a reasonable construction of which indicates an 
election on the part of a policy-holder to accept the liability of the 
new company ; out the burden of proving consent lies on the person 
alleging itC^). 


his debt, the application for interest was held no evidence of an intention to look 
to the company for payment in place of the original debtor {Re Smithy Knight ds 
Co.f Ex parte Oiheon (1869), 4 Ch. App. 662 ; Harria v. Farwdl (1851), 16 Beav. 
31 ; and see Brown y. Gordon (1832), 16 Beav. 302 ; and Aapincul v. London and 
North Western Rail. Co. (1853), 11 Hare, 325). And where a plaintiff who has 
contracted with a firm receives notice that a new pai*tner has been taken into the 
firm, but, ignoring such notice, continues to carry on business relating to such 
coni^t with the mdividual or individuals of whom the firm formerly consisted, 
he cannot make the new partner liable for a fraud committed by the old members 
of the firm in respect of the contract {British Homes Assurance Corporation^ Ltd. 
V. Fateramy [1902] 2 Ch. 404). As to the amount of liability which an incoming 
partner will be taken to have accepted, it has been held in the case of a banking 
firm tiiat the new firm is not to be considered (in the absence of proof of an agree- 
ment to that effect) as accepting liability for more than that sum which appears due 
to a customer from the b^ks which are handed over, t.e., the liability of the new 
firm is the apparent, and not necessarily the actual, balance {Craufurd v. Cox 
(1851), 6 Ex<m. 287). An incoming partner is not liable for work done under an 
agreement made before he became a partner merely on the ground that the work 
has been completed and delivered after his accession {Whitehead v. Barron (1 839), 
2 Mood. & B. 248). Conversely, a firm of partners cannot by any agreement 
among themselves, on the accession of a new partner, acquire a right to sue 
upon a contract to which one of their number was not a patij {Wilsford v. Wood 
1794), 1 Esp. 183). Where, however, a contract was made by a firm before the 
accession of a new pai-tner, but the new partner received part of the benefit of 
the contract, and after his accession a bill was given by the firm, the new 
p^ner was held liable thereon {Wilson v. Bailey^ Potter and Lewis (1840), 9 
Dowl. 18). Compare Bagel v. Miller^ [1903] 2 K. B. 212 ; Friend v. Young^ 
[1897] 2 Ch. 421. See also title Paktneeship. 

{q) Re European Assurance Society^ and Re Wellington Reversionary Annuity 
and Life Assurance Society^ Conquesfs Case (1875), 1 Ch, D. 334, 0. A., per 
James, L.J., at p. 344. Thus, the mere acceptance of receipts from the 
new company {Re Manchester and London Life Assurance and Loan Association 
(1870), 5 Ch. App. 640), the sending in of policies (in response to an applica- 
tion) to the new company to be indorsed, followed by a refusal to sign a form 
assenting to a transfer of liability by the old company {Re Medical^ Invalid 
and General Life Assurance Society ^ Griffith's Case (1871), 6 CL App. 374), and the 
payment of premiums to the new company by direction of the old company 
without offering any alternative mode of parent, have been held insuffi- 
cient evidence of consent {Conquests Case, supra) ; but if a policy is sent to bo 
indorsed, and is returned indor^ by the new company and so accepted, the 
indorsement will be taken to be in substitution for a new policy and novation is 
effected {Re European Assurarwe Society, MUlePs Case (1876), 3 Ch. D. 391, C. A. ; 
Re Medical, Invalid and General Life Assurance Society, Griffith's Case (1871), 6 
Oh. App. 374, at p. 380; Re Intemationai Life Assurance Society and Hercules 
Insurance Co., Ex parte Blood (1870), L. B. 9 E^. 316, where the question was 
whether such indorsement constituted a novation or a guarantee). And so 
where it was admitted that the policy-holder had notice in fact of the transfer 
of liability by the insurance company, and nevertheless for thirteen years he 
continued to pay premiums to and take receipts from the new company, it 
was held that evidence of consent could be inferred and that novation had o^n 
effected {Re National Provincial Life Assurance Society (1870), L. B. 9 Eq. 306). 
In Be Intemationai Life Assurance Society and Hercules Ineuranos Co., Ex parte 
Blood (1870), L. B. 9 Eq. 316, it was doubted whether payment of one premium 
in such a case without other facts, such as sending the poUoy lor indorsement, 
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Consent may also be implied where it appears that an assign* 
ment of liability was contemplated by the parties to the original 
contract as being in accordance with the custom or usages of the 
particular trade or business (r). 

1028. In addition to the consent of all parties bein^ obtained, it 
is necessary that the new contract should comply with all other 
requirements of an original contract There must, for example, 
be valuable consideration; but as a general rule the rescission 
of the former agreement of itself constitutes sufficient valuable 
consideration (s). 

An agreement to accept the liability of one debtor in place of two 
is not bad for want of valuable consideration, for in various ways the 
sole liability may be more advantageous (0 ; but an agreement made 
between the parties to a promissory note for payment of the amount 
thereof by instalments without the addition of any new party is no 
defence to a claim upon the original note unless there is some 
valuable consideration other than the mere agreement to pay the 
instalments (u). 

1029. Since novation is a new contract, it follows that it need 
not be in writing as being a promise to answer for the debt of 


would be sufficient evidence of consent to constitute novation ; see also Rt 
European Asaurance Society ArhUraiion Acta and InduairicU and General Life 
Aaaurance and DepoaU Co.^ Cocker'a Caae (1876), 3 CJh. D. 1, C. A. Where a policy- 
holder accepted a bonus in the new company, to which he was only entitled on 
the assumption that he was a policy-holder in the new company, his consent was 
likewise inferred (Re Medical^ Invalid and General Life Aaaurance Society^ 
Spencer* a Caae (1871), 6 Gb. App. 362). These cases, which illustrate the genem 
law on novation, must now, in the particular case of life assurance societies, 
be read subject to the Life Assurance Companies Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 41), 
which provides (s. 7) that the policy-holder's consent shall not be implied unless 
he has signified in writing, signed by him or his agent, his abandonment of his 
claim against the old company and acceptance of the liability of the new com- 
pany in substitution ; see titie Iksubancs. If there is a (feed of settlement 
enabling the company to transfer its business, then novation is effected the 
moment such transfer is made {Re European Aaaurance Society^ HorVa Caae and 
Orain^a Caae (1876), 1 Ch, D. 307, 0. A. ; CocJcer'a Caae (^1876), *3 Ch, D. 1, 0. A.), 
the consent of the policy-holders being ali-eady impliedly given, whether or not 
the policy is expressed to be subject to the deed of setuement {Re European 
Aaaurance Society, Dowae'a Caae (1876), 3 Ch. D. 384, 0. A.), unless the words 
of the deed of settlement reserve the rights of the parties insured {Re India 
and London Life Aaaurance Co, (1872), 7 Ch. App. 651 ). In asoeiiaining the inten- 
tion of the creditor a distinction is to be drawn l^tween the holder of a policy who 
continues to pay premiums after the transfer of the business and the grantee 
of an annuity who merely continues to receive payments {Re Nationai Provincial 
Life Aaaurance Society (1870), L. B. 9 Eq. 306, at, p. 312 ; Re India and London 
Life Aaaurance Co. (1872), 7 Ch. App. 651 ; Re Family Endowment Society (1870), 
5 Ch. App. 118). 

(r) As, for instance, a custom for a building owner to ti^sfer his liability to 
pay the quantity surveyor to the builder whose tender is accepted {Norik v* 
Baaadt, [1892] 1 Q. B. 333 ; see also Johnson v. Raylton (1881), 7 Q. B. D. 438, 
0. A., and title BoiLDina Coktraots etc., Vol. III., p. 271). 

{a) See Foater v. Dawber (1851), 6 Ex^. 839, 851 ; Qoaa Nugent {Lord) 
(1833), 5 B. & Ad. 58, 66. 

(0 Thompaon v. Percival (1834), 5 B. & Ad. 925, per Denicak, C.J., at p. 933; 
Lyih V. Ault (1852), 7 Exen. 669, explaining Lodge j, Dicaa (1820), 3 B. & Aid* 
611. 

(tt) McManus v. Bark f 1870), L. B. 5 Exdi. 65. 
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another, for the original debt no longer exists (a). Similarly, where 
the original contract was in writing, and before breach tWeof a 
new verbal contract has been entered into in sahstitntion for it, 
evidence of such new verbal contract may be admitted, for, the 
old contract being annulled, the new contract does not vary it, even 
though the new contract may adopt some of the provisions of the 
old one (b). 

1030. The principle of novation applies to contracts of service as 
well as to other contracts, so that a servant or agent who agrees to 
serve a firm for a period of years, but on the dissolution and 
reconstruction of the firm before the expiration of such period 
agrees to serve the reconstructed firm in place of the dissolved firm, 
has no right of action for breach of contract against the dissolved 
firm (c). 


Part VIII. — Interpretation of Contracts. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

1031. The interpretation of a written document is, generally 
speaking, a matter of law for the court, and is regulated by certain 
well-established rules (d). The jury, however, must in certain 
cases (e) ascertain as a fact the meaning of the words used in a 
written contract and also, in order to enable the court to construe 
the document, the surrounding circumstances of the particular 
case (/). Where the contract is oral or is to be inferred from a 
series of acts and things done, in the course of which letters are 


{a) Browning y. Siallard (1814), 6 Taiint. 460 ; Taylor v. Hilary (1835), 1 
Cr. M. & B. 741 ; Anstey v. Mardm (1804), 1 Bos. & P. (K. B.) 124. 

(6) OoM T. Nugent (Lord) (1833), 5 B. & Ad. 58, 65 (unless, of course, such 
new agreement is required to oe in writing for other reasons, such as the Statute 
of Frauds). 

(c) Hobson y. Cowley (1858), 27 L. J. (ex.) 206 ; and see Brace y. Colder, [1895] 
2 Q. B. 263, 0. A. 

fd) See p. 510, post. ^ also title Deeds akd otheb Ibstbxtuents for the 
rules as to the construction and interpretation of documents generally. 

fe) See p. 511, post. 

(/) As to the respectiye functions of judge and jury, see the following oases : 
NeHson y. Harford (1841), 8 M. & W. 806, 823, per Pabke, B. ; Bowes y. Bhand 
(1877), 2 App. Gas. 465 ; Simpson y. Margitson (1847), 11 ^ B. 23, and oases 
there cited ; Hutchison y. Bowker (1839), 5 M. & W. 695 ; Bdbey y. Arnold (1898), 14 
T. L. B. 220, 0. A. ; Key y. Coteeworth (1852), 7 Exoh. 595 ; Lyle y. Skhards (1866), 
D. B. 1 H. D. 222 ; Hills y. Evans (1862), 31 D. 3. (oh.) 457 j Oeorge B. Emery 
Co. y. WetU, [1906] A. 0. 615, P. 0. The rule that the construction of a docu- 
ment is for ue court applies equally where the original document is lost and 
pard eyidenoe is giyen of its contents (Berwick y. Hor^faU (1858), 4 0. B. 
(H. s.) 450). It is for the court, and not the jury, to decipher badly-written 
words (R, y. Hacks (1816), 1 Stark. 521). Parol eyidenoe may be giyen of the 
surrounding oiioumstanoes for the purpose of enlaining, but not of yarying, 
the words used (Munford y. Oething (1859), 7 0. B. (n. 8.) 805, 821 ; Carr y. 
Motde/lore (1664), 6 B. AS. 408, hk. Oh. ; MaedmaU y. Longbottom (1859). 
I E. & E. 977 : and see p. 611, post). 
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written, but the contract does not depend solelv upon the letters, it is 
for the jury to say what is the real contract between the parties (gr). 

Thus, usually it is a question of fact for the jury whether an 
instrument has been delivered as an escrow, but where facts are 
proved by evidence in writing which is undisputed, as, for example, 
where a form of contract is sent inclosed in a letter explaining why 
and on what terms it is sent, the construction of the letter, and 
the question whether the contract is delivered as an escrow, is for 
the judge {h). 

Sect 2. — Written Contracts. 

1032. The first general rule of construction of a written contract 
is that the language of the instrument is to be understood in its 
ordinary and natural meaning, notwithstanding the fact that such 
a construction may appear not to carry out the view which it may 
be supposed the parties intended to carry out (t) ; and evidence 
may not be received to show that the language was intended to be 
used by the parties with any other than the ordinary and natural 
meaning (A:), for there is no such thing as equitable, as distinct from 
legal, construction of an agreement, equity in this respect following 
the law ( 1 ). 


{g) Moore v. Garwood (1849), 4 Exch. 681, 685, 690, Ex. Ch. ; Bolckow v. St^moitr 
(1864), 17 C. B. (n. 8.) 107 ; Lakeman v. Mountstephen (1874), L. E, 7 H. L. 17 ; 
Gurney v. WcnnerBley (1854), 4 E. & B. 133 ; Jonee v. LUtledale (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 
486 ; Holding v. Elliott (1860), 6 H. & N. 117 ; Long v. Millar (1879), 4 C. P. D. 
450, 0. A. ; Williameon v. Barton (1862), 7 H. & N. 899. 

(A) Fumeu v. Meek (1857), 27 L. J. (ex.) 34. 

u) Lee V. Alexander (1883), 8 App. Cas, 863, 869, 870 ; Grey v. Peareon (1857), 
6 H.L. Oas. 61, per LordWEKSLETDALB, atp. 106; Caledonian Bail. Co.t. North 
British Bail. Co. (1881), 6 App. Cas. 114, per Lord Blackburn, at p. 131 ; Smith 
V. Cooke, [1891] A. C. ‘291, per Lord Halsbukv, L.O., at p. 298 ; J^iott v. CrutchUy, 
[1906] A. C. 7, per Lord Halsbury, L.O., at p. 9; OreaJt WeeUrn Bail. Co. 
{Directors etc.) v. Bous (1870), L. E. 4 H. L. 650, per Lord Westbuby, at p. 
659; Malian v. May (1844), 13 M. & W. 611, 617 ; Birrtll v. Dryer (1884), 9 App. 
Cas. 346 ; Taylor v. St. Helens Corporation (1877), 6 Ch. D. 264, 270, C. A. ; 
Denaby and Cadehy Main Collieries Co. y. Fenton (1898), 14 T. L. E. 268 (meaning 
of “ fatal accident ” in a mine) ; Felix Hadley db Co., Ltd. y. Hadley, \\99S\ 2 
Ch. 680 (meaning of “ securities ** for debts) ; Croydim Rural Dietrict CouneitY. 
Sutton ^strict Water Co. (1907), 71 J. P. 613 C* damage to property caused 
by or resulting from execution of works”); EdwardHf Menu Co., Ltd. y. 
Chudleigh (1897), 14 T. L. E 64, C. A. (a^eement for letting of bm etc. of 
theatre **8o long as it should remain m his hands”); Wheeler y. Fradd 
(1898), 14 T. L. E. 302, C. A. (agreement to repay money after company 
should go to allotment; Loates y. Maple (190^)^ 88 L. T. 288 (”fail to 
procure a licence”); Shoolbred df Co. y. Tvyndham (1908), Times, Decem- 
ber 1st, 1908 (work to be done to ** entire satisfaction ” of deiendants); London 
Music Hall, Ltd. y. Austin (1908), Times, December 16th, 1908. See, howeyer, 
M‘Cowan y. Baine, “ The Nidbe,*^ [1891] A. 0. 401, where a riiip was interpreted 
to include the ship’s tug, but see special reasons therefor, per Lora Watson, at p. 
407 ; see also Blore y. Guilini, [1^] 1 E. B. 366, foUowinff Hartshorns y. Watson 
(1838), 4 Bing. (n. 0.) 178, where a reseryation of a landlord’s right of action 
under a lesM was implied notwithstanding that the contract proyided tor 
ayoidance (in certain eyents which had happmed) of eyei^ dause in the 
lease; and see p. 611, note (c), post. See also Dominion Coal Os., Lid. y. 
Dominion Iron and Steel Co., Ltd. (1909), 25 T. L. E 809, P. 0. 

(A) SAorey.Fri^(1862),9 01.&Pm.8d6,666,666,H.L.; HiicUnY.QfOom 
(1W8), 6 0. B. 616 ; McOlean y. Kennard (1874), 9 Ch. App. 336, 346, 849. 

(f) ScoU Y. Liverpool Corporation (1858), 28 L, J. (OH.) 230, 235 ; see Midland 
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1033. To this general role there are two exceptions (m) — 

(1) Where the jury has found as a fact that certain words, as, for 
example, words or phrases employed in art, commerce etc., or in a 
particular locality, have been used in a special technical senro other 
than their ordinary sense, then the court will construe them in such 
special technical sense (n) ; and though evidence of a particular 
custom or usage is not admissible to annex a new term or condition 
which is inconsistent with or repugnant to the express terms of the 
instrument (o), evidence of such a custom or usage is, nevertheless, 
admissible to alter the apparent meaning of words and to show 
that they were intended to be used with reference to the custom or 
usage in a special sense (p). But evidence will not be admitted of 
any sucn technical or secondary meaning of words unless the court 
is satisfied, either from the context or from the circumstances of 
the case, that the parties did not intend to use the words in their 
primary or ordinary sense (q). In certain cases parol evidence may 


Oreat Western Railway of Ireland {Directors etc.) v. Johnson (1858), 6 H. L. Caa. 
798. Equity will not construe a joint contract as joint and sever^ {Kendall y. 
Hamilton (1879), 4 App. Gas. 504, 521 ; see, howeyer, on this pointy p. 338, ante. 

{m) See M" Cowan y.Baine, “ The Niohey* [1891] A. 0. 401, 408. 

(n) Malian v. May (1844), 13 M. & W. 511, 518 ; Bold y. Rayner (1836), 1 
M. a W. 343 ; Stud^ v. Sanders (1826], 5 B. & 0. 628 ; OoUei y. Beechey (1829), 
3 Sim. 24 ; Shore y. Wilson (1842), 9 CL & Fin. 355, 555, 556, H. L., and cases tiiere 
cited; Rohey y. Arnold (1898), 14 T. L. B. 220, 0. A. (meaning of ** re-engage- 
ment” in theatrical agent’s contract). Eyidenoe of such usage of wo^ is 
analogous to translation {Shore v. Wilson, supra ; Grant y. Maddox (1846), 15 
M. & W. 737, per Platt, B., at p. 746). As to translations ^nerally, see 
Di Sora v. Phillipps (1863), 10 H. L. Gas. 624 ; Chatenay y. Brazilian Submarine 
Telegraph Co., [1891] 1 Q. B. 79, C. A, 

(o) Abbott y. Bates (1875), 45 L. J. (q. b.) 117, C. A. ; Bower y. Jones (1831), 
8 Bing. 65; Wards y. Stuart (1856), 1 0. B. (n. 8.) 88; Fullwood y. Akerman 
(1862), 11 C. B. (N. 8.) 737 ; Biggs y. Gordon (I860), 8 C. B. (n. b.) 638; Caine 
V. Horsfall (1847), 1 il^ch. 519; Parker y. lobelson (1858), 4 C. B. (n. s.) 346 ; 
Cruse y. Pains (1869), 4 Ch. App. 441 ; Barrow y. Duster (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 
635 ; Wright v. Zetland {Marquis), [1908] 1 K. B. 63, C. A. 

(p) Grant y. Maddox (1846), 15 M. & W. 737, per Alderson, B., at p. 745 

years ” in a theatrical agreement held to mean portions of years); Smith y. 

Wilson f 1832), 3 B. & Ad. 728 a thousand rabhits held to mean twelve 
hundred ; see also Myers v. Sari (1860), 3 E. & E. 306 ; Brown y. Byrne (1854), 
3 E. & B. 703, 716 ; Norden Steam Co. y. Dempsey (1876), 1 C. P. D. 654 ; Kelly 
y. London Pavilion, Lid. (1898), 14 T. L. R 234, 0. A. ; Soulhland Frozen Meat 
and Produce Export Co. y. Nelsm Brothers, [1898] A. C. 442, P. C. (the woids 
** be in any way concerned or interested in the erection or use of any similar 
works” construed in business sense) ; Blow y. £eu;ia(1902), 19 T. L. R 127 (the 
words “ when theatrical performances are suspended from any cause whatever ” 
held to refer only to a general closing of theatres) ; Hardie y. Balmain (1902), 
18 T. L. E. 539, C. A (similar case) ; Cochran <k ^ v. Leekide Trustee (1906), 
8 F. (Gt. of Sees.) 975 (** all goods held in trust covered by insurance against 
fire”); Dawson v. Isle, {1906] 1 Ch. 633 (meaning of “book debt ”). See title 
Customs and Usages. 


jo) In Biddlecnmbe v. Bond (1835), 4 Ad. & El, 332, and Parker v. Goesage (1835), 
2 Or. M. & R 617, the <^urt refused to construe the word “insolvency in a 
technical sense, there being nothing in the context to justify such a oonstmo- 
tion. Wheie a person oovenanted not to use a house as a beerhouse, but opened 
a grocer's shop, where he carried on the sale of beer to be drunk off the premises, 
evidence to ^ow that “ beerhouse” was underftood in the trade to inWfaiift snoh 
a drop was rejected {EM A Oo. v. (Myer (1881), 16 Oh. D. 718: see JlBUaU v. 
Tmrtur (1815}, 2 0. B 446, 461, Bx. Oh.). 
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also be given to explain a latent ambiguity, or to show tlmt the 
contract was made subject to a condition unexpressed in the 
writing (r). 

(2) Where the context itself shows that words were not intend^ 
to be used in their ordinary sense, such words are construed in 
harmony with the context («), and greater regard is paid to the 
intention of the parties as appearing from the instrument when 
construed as a whole than to any particular words they may have 
used to express their intention (t). 

1034. The whole of the contract must be considered in order to 
ascertain the meaning of any particular part thereof (a). When 
the contract is to be ascertained from a series of letters or docu- 
ments the whole of the correspondence must be looked at, and, 
although two letters in the course of such correspondence may 
appear to contain a completed contract, the court wiU not hold the 
contract to be complete where subsequent letters show that certain 
terms had not been agreed upon (&). But when a contract has in 
fact been completed and reduced to writing the court is not entitled 
to consider antecedent acts or correspondence, or to look at words 
deleted before the conclusion of the contract, in order to ascertain 
the meaning of the contract in writing finally agreed upon (c). 

1035. In construing a contract, a term or condition not expressly 
stated may, under certain circumstances, be implied by the court (d), 
if it is clear from the nature of the transaction or from something 
actually found in the document that the contracting parties must 
have intended such a term or condition to be a part of the agree- 
ment between them(e). Such an implication must in all cases be 

(r) See p. 523, po^, as to the admissibility, generally, of parol eyidenoe to alter 
or explain a written agreement ; also title EyirnsNOE. 

(*) IT Cowan y. Baine, “ The Niobe,” [1891] A. 0. 401, 408. 

m Ford y. Beech (1848), 11 Q. B. 842, 866. 

(а) Barton y. Fitzgerald (1812), 15 East, 530; Siddemore y. Thistkton (1817), 
6 M. & S. 9 ; Elderelie Steamship Co. y. Borthwick, [1905] A. C. 93 ; National 
Frovindal Bank of England y. Marshall (1888), 40 Cn. D. 112, 0. A. ; Colas y. 
Hxdtne (1828), 8 B. & 0. 568 ; Bickmore y. Dimmer, [1903] 1 Ch. 158, 0. A. 

(б) Hussey y. Home-Payne (1879), 4 App. Cas. 311; see, howeyer, this case 
explained in Bolton Partners y. Lambert (1^9), 41 Ch. D. 295, at p. 306, 0. A. ; 
Bristol, Cardiff and Swansea Aerated Bread Co, v. Maggs (1890), M Ch. D. 616. 
Where two principals enter into a contract on the face of which no interyention 
by an agent app^us, the court will be slow to import into sodi contract a con- 
dition contained in a coyering letter addressed by a principal to the agent of the 
other party {Maconchy y. Trower, [1894] 2 1. B. 6i^, 668, H. L.). See p. 351, ante, 

(c) Inglis y. Butt^ (1878), 3 App. Cas. 552 ; Lee y. Alexander (18M), 8 
App. Gas. 853. Acts done after an agreementmay be material as eyidenoe of 
facts existing at the time of the agreement, and therefore releyant to its inter- 
pretation as part of the surrounding circumstances, but ate not admianible to 
construe the agreement itself (Jfonro y. Taylor (1850j, 8 Hare, 51, at p. 66). 

(d) ^ Morgan y. Bavey (1861), 6 H. & N. 265, wm(^ decided that whereyer 
a relation exists between two parties which inyolyes the performance of certain 
duties by one of tiiem, and the payment of reward to him by the other, the law 

imply, or a jury may infer, a prmnise by each party to do what is to be done 
by him ; and see per Lord Ebhxb, M.B., in Ex parte Ford (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 
305, at p. 307. 

(«) Midland Bail. Co. y. London and North Western Bail. Co. (1866), 15 L. T. 
264 ; Hamlyn A Co. y. TFboi A Co., [1891] 2 Q. B. 488, 0. A., per Kat, LJ., at 
p. 494 (a continuing contract to adl to the plaintiff all tnewva grains made by 
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founded on the presumed intention of the parties and upon * skot. s 
reason (/), and will only be made when it is necessary in order to Wrlttm 
give the transaction that efficacy that both parties must have Contracta 
intended it to have (g), and to prevent such a failure of consideration ~~~ 
as could not have been within the contemplation of the parties (A), 
of there is any reasonable doubt whether the parties did intend to 
enter into such a contract as is sought to be enforced, the document 
should be looked at and all the surrounding circumstances 
considered, and if the document is silent and there is no bad faith 
on the part of the alleged promisee, the court ought to be extremely 
careful how it implies a term (i). It is not enough to say that it 
would be reasonable to make a particular implication, for a stipula* 
tion ought not to be imported into a written contract unless on 
considering the whole matter in a reasonable manner it is clear 
that the parties must have intended that there should be the sug- 
gested stipulation (a). If the contract is effective without the 
suggested term and is capable of being fulfilled as it stands, an 
implication ought not to be made (b). In every case the question 
whether an implication ought or ought not to be made will depend 
on the particular facts, consequently it is neither possible nor 
desirable to lay down any hard and fast rules on the subject, and it 
must be remembered that the construction of one contract will 
afford but little guidance for the construction of another unless the 
facts and surrounding circumstances are practically identical (c). 

the defendants did not imply that the defendants would continue in business until 
the expiration of the term) ; Doii^nty. Baynes (1908), 78'L. J. (p. o.) 13,atp. 15. 

(/) The Moorcock (1889), 14 P. D. 64, 0. A., per BowEK, L.J. at p. 68 (a 
representation that it was safe for a ship to lie at a wharf imports into a 
contract for the use of the wharf). 

(y) Ihid. ; and see Lanib r. Emm, [1893] 1 Ch. 218, 0. A., per Bowen, L. J., 
at p. 229. In Nickoll and Knight v. Aehton, Edridge Jk Go., [1901] 2 K. B. 126, 

0. A., tho parties had contracted for the sale and purchase of seed to be shipped 
by a named ship at a specified date, and it was held that there was no implied 
warranty that the ship should continue to exist at such date, since the parties 
must hare known that performance of the contract would become impossible 
Unless the ship continued to exist. 

(A) The Moorcock, eupra. 

(») See per Zat, J. , in Be Bailway and Electric Appliancee Go. (1888), 38 Ch. 

D. 697, at p. 608 (on sale of patent to a company, no implied covenant by 
company to keep the patent alive) ; Dottgku v. Baynes, supra. 

(o) Hamlyn A Go. v. Wood A Go., [1891] 2 Q. B. 488, 0. A., per Lord 
Eshbe, M.B., at p. 491. > > r- 

(5) Gonsdidated Goldfields of South Africa, Ltd.,y. Bpsmel A Co. (1909), 25 T. L. B. 

276, p^ Beat, J., at p. 277 (in sale of shares for special settlement, no implied 
condition that the special settlement should take pl^ within a reasonable tune). 

(c) Bee The Moorcock, supra; HatiHynA Go. y.Wood A Go., supra; The Bearn, 

[1906] P. 48, 0. A. (implied representation that ship could safely berth at wharQ. 

The following cases may be referred to for instances where an implication has 
been imported into a contract;— rumer v. Oddsmith, [1891] 1 Q. B. 644, 0. A. 

(when agent employed for term of years on commission, an implication the 
principal will do what is necessary to enable the agent to earn his commission 
In BWm V. Forvmd (1876), 1 App. Cas. 266, whore there was hold to be no such 
implication, there was no express contract to employ tho agent. Both 
cases were considered and enlained in Northey v. TrevUlion (1902), 18 T. L. B. 

648, in which Phiixti4oeb, J., said that if tho contract is to employ as an agent 
merely there is no implied promise to him with tho means of eammg his wm- 
missiem, but that it is otherwise where the contract is one of service and the 
commission takes the place of salary) ; Bobb ▼. Green, [1896] 2 Q. B. 816, 0. A. 
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1036. It is a general rule of construction that terms of a written 
instrument which import that the parties have agreed upon certain 
things being done have the same effect as express promises, or, in 
the case of an instrument under seal, covenants, by the respective 
parties, to do all such things as are necessary to carry out the aCTee- 
ment according to the expressed or manifest intention (d)* It is 


(it is an implied term of a contract of service that the servant will observe good 
fai& towards his master during the existence of the confidential relation between 
them) ; Kirchner v. Oruhatif [1909] 1 Oh. 413 (implied term in contract of 
service not to divulge information obtained) ; Baynes dh Co. v. Lloyd dt Sons, 
[1895] 2 Q. B. 610, 0. A. (covenants for title and quiet enjoyment implied in a 
sub-lease) ; Be Anglesey {Marquis)^ WillmiA v. Oardner, [1901] 2 Ch. 549, 0. A. 
(an agreement to pay interest may be inferred from the course of dealing between 
the parties) ; see aim Stirling v. Maitland (1864), 5 B. & S. 840, where Goox- 
BUBN, O.J., at p. 852, said that if a party enters into an arrangement which can 
only take effect by the continuance of a certain existing state of circumstances 
there is an implied enga^ment on his part that he shall do nothing of his own 
motion to put an end te that state of circumstances under which alone the arrange* 
ment can be operative. For instances where the implication has not been made, 
see Churchward v. R. (1865), L. B. 1 Q. B. 173 (contract to carry mails, no implied 
condition on part of Ciown to employ the contractor); R. v. Demers^ [1900] A. 0. 
103, F. 0. (contract to print public documents at a price, no implied promise 
that orders for work shall be given); Morell v. New London Discount vo.^ Ltd. 
(1902), 18 T. L. E. 507 (agreement to contribute towards cost of building a theatre, 
no in^lied promise to build the theatre) ; Bardie v. Balmain (1902), 18 T« L. B. 
539, 0. A. (contract to produce play at cer^n theatre on certain date, defen- 
dant not discharged by reason of theatre being dosed for repairs to comply with 
requirements of oounty council) ; Re Royal Aquarium^ Ltd. (1903), 20 T. L. B. 
35 (no implied promise on part of entertainment company to life members that 
the xmdertaking should continue to exisQ, See also Aspdin v. Austin (1844), 5 
Q. B. 671 ; Be Chappdlt Ex parte Ford (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 305, C. A. ; cases 
cited in note (d), infra^ and the Coronation cases cited on pp. 430, 431, ante. 

a Wood V. Copper Miners^ Co. (1849), 7 0. B. 906 (an agreement brtween A. 

• that A. shall buy certain prope^y from B. imports an undertaking by 
B. to sell the property to A., per WiLDE, C.J., at p. 936) ; St. Alhans (2>tife) v. 
Ellis (1812), 16 I!ast, 352 (covenant in lease to plough and cultivate all the 

E remises, except the rabbit warren and sheep wmk, in a due course of 
usband^ imports a covenant not to plough the rabbit warren or sheep walk) ; 
Payne t. uaine (1847), 16 M. & W. 541 (a covenant by a lessee to keep premises 
in good repair during the term imports a covenant to put them in good repw if 
they are in bad repair at the conunencement of the term) ; Saner v. BilUm 
(1878), 7 Oh. D. 815 (the same rule applies where the covenant is by the lessor) ; 
McIntyre v. Belcher (1863), 14 0. B. (N. 8.) 654 (a promise by the purdiaser of 
the gc^will of a business in consideration of the transfer to pay a certain pro- 
portion of tiie earnings tor a specified period imports a promise to carry on the 
business during such period and not by any wilful act or default to prevent the 
receipt of earnings) ; Telegraph Deepatch and Intelligence Co. v. Mcijean (1873), 
8 Gh. App. 658 ^inular case); Ogdens^ Ltd. v. Ndson^ [1905] A. 0. 109 (upree- 
ment to give bonus to customers for a certain ^leriod varying with the profits of 
a business imports apromise to continue the business so that the amount of the 
bonus can be ascertamed) ; Williams v. Burrell (1845), 1 0. B. 402 (provisicm in 
a lease that the lessor snould during the term warrant and defend tine lessee 
against all per8<^ lawfully claiming the premises held equivalent to an eiroress 
covenant for quiet enjoyment) ; Turner v. OoUsmUh^ [1891] 1 Q. B. 544, 0« A. 
(agreement to emplov a pepon as agent for a specined term, for the sale of 
g^s to be Bubmittea to him by samples from time to time, held to import an 
obligation to submit samples so as to enable the agent to earn his commission) ; 
see also Emmens v. Elderton (1853), 4 H. L. 0as« 624 ; Devonald v. Rosser db Sons, 

g 90Q 2 E. B. 728, G. A* ; ana compare Rhodesr Foftoood (1876), 1 App. Gas. 256; 

vimiyn dk Co. v. Wood dt Co.^ [1891] 2 Q. B. 488, 0. A. ; Morell v. New London 
Discount Co.f Ltd. (1902), 18 T.L. B. 507 ; Moon v. Camberwell Borough Council 
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immiaterial whether the words importing the agreement are con- 
tained in the recitals or in the operative part of the instrument (e), 
and it is sufficient if the intention of the parties mutually to contract 
appears from the instrument as a whole (/). A recital of agreement 
wiU not, however, import a covenant where there is an express 
covenant relating to the same subject-matter (g), unless the express 
covenant is so ambiguous as to justify a reference to the recitals 
in order to explain it (h). Whether a recital or acknowledgment 
operates as a contract is a question of construction in each particular 
case, and depends on what appears to have been the intention of 
the parties ^ving regard to the terms of the instrument as a whole 
and the surrounding circumstances (t). It is also necessary to 
distinguish between words importing an agreement and words of 
mere qualification (j). 

1037. General words in a deed will be construed with reference 
to the recitals, and may be restrained by a particular recital (k). 


(1903), 68 J. P. 67, 0. A. ; Bovine^ Ltd. v. Deni and Wilkinson (1904), 21 T. L. B. 
82 ; Wehb y. Plummer (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 746 (a provision in a lease that the 
tenant should during the term fold his flock of sheep which he should keep on the 
premises held to import a covenant to keep a flock of sheep on the premises) ; 
Shrewsbury (Earl) v. Oould (1819), 2 £• & Aid. 487 (covenant oj lessee at all times 
and seasons of burning lime to supply the lessor and his tenants with lime at a 
stipulated price for the improvement of his and their lands etc. held to import a 
covenant to bum lime at all such seasons) ; City of Dublin Steam Packet Co. v. R. 
(1908), 24 T. L. R 798, 0. A. (contract for the carriage of mails held to import 
an obliration on the Crown to allow such facflities as were reasonably necessary 
to enalue the contractors to perform their oblations under the cont^t). 

{e\ Brooks v. Jennings (1866), L. R 1 0. P. 476 (a recital in a oomTOsition 
deea that the debtor hu agreed to pay a certain composition on his d^ts was 
held equivalent to a covenant with each of the creditors to pay such composition) ; 
Farrall v. Hilditch (1859), 6 0. B. (N. S.) 840; Lay v. Mottram (1865), 19 0. B. 
(it. s.) 479. 

V. Copper Miners* Co. fl849), 7 C. B. 906. 

(^) Dawes V. (1881), 18 On. D. 354,0. A. (recital in marria|;e settlement 

of aa^ment to settle after-acquired pro^rtv of either husband or wife ; covenant 
by husband alone that if property should be acquired by either he would 
settle ; it was held that no covenant by the wife was impli^ to settle property 
acquit^ by her for her separate use). 

(ft) Rs be Ros^ Trust, Hardwicks v. Wilmot (1886), 31 CL D. 81 (sin^ar 
case ; but the covenant bv the husband was that he and the wife would settle 
etc. ; it was held sufficiently ambiguous to justify a reference to the recitals, 
and that the wife’s property was bound by the covenant). 

{Q Courtney v. Taylor (1843), 6 Man. & G. 851 ; Farrall v. EUdiich (1859), 5 
0. B. 6.) 840. 

(j) WolveridgsY. Steward (1833), 1 Or. &M. 644, Ex. Oh. (assignment of lease, 
suoject to the payment of rent and performance of the covenants ; held, that tiie 
assignee, having assigned over, was not liable for rent the assignor was sub- 
seijuently corniced to pay, the words ** subject to the payment of rent etc.” 
being words of qualification and not of contract). The ordinary provision in 
the oase of a covenant by a tenant not to assi^ without the consent of the 
landlord, that the oonsent diall not be arbitrarily or unreasonably withheld, 
does not amount to a covenant by the landlord not to refuse nis oonsent 
arbitpiril^v or unreasonably, but memy qualifies the covenant of the tenant, 
and justines him in assigning without consent if it is aidiitrarily or unreason- 
ably withheld {Treloar v. Biggs (1874), L. R 9 ExoL 161; Sear v. House 
Property and InvesUnent Society (1880), 16 Oh. D. 387) ; and see Andrew 
Brtigman, [19081 1 K. B. 596, 0. A. ; Jenkine v. Price, [1908] 1 Ch. 10, 0. A. 
(*) Danby v. CtmtU A Co. (1885), 29 OL D. 500; v. Somersftfim (1815), 
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General words will also be oonstmed with reference to the snbject* 
matter in relation to which they are used and may be limited 
accordingly (Q ; and the court in construing a written contract is 
entitled to consider the probability that the parties have used words 
in a sense given to them by well-known judicial construction (m), 
or that they had certain extrinsic facts appearinf^ from the surround- 
ing circumstances of the particular case in their minds when they 
entered into the contract (n). 

1038. Where general terms follow particular ones it is a well- 
established rule &at such general terms are to be taken as being 
intended to apply only to those persons and things which are ^tudem 
generis with those comprehended in the particular ones. The most 
common application of this rule occurs in the construction of policies 
of insurance, where special enumerated risks are insured against, 
followed by a general clause insuring against all risks whatsoever, 
the last clause being construed as limited to risks of the same 
nature as those previously mentioned (o). 

1039. The same rules of construction apply to mercantile con- 
tracts and policies of insurance as to other instruments (p) ; and 
in such a policy the words of a warranty will be construed according 
to the sense in which they are commonly used by merchants, and 
not ihat in which they are used by men of science ($). 


4 M. ft 8. 423. Thus, where a bill of sale assigned "all household goods 
of every kind and description whatsoever in a certain house more particu- 
larly mentioned and set forth in an inventory,” and the invento^ omitted 
some of the goods, it was held that the operative part of the hul of sale 
was restricted by the subsequent words {Wood v. Rowdiffe (1851), 6 Exch. 
407). In the case of a policy of life assurance this principle extends to 
reading the policy and declaration together, so that where a policy provided 
that the policy should be void if any statement in the declaration was untrue, 
and the declaration declared that the policy should be void if any statement 
therein was designedly untrue, the declaration was held to explain the dause in 
the poUoy, whi(m could accordingly only be avoided by reason of a designedly 
untrae statement (Fow&es v. Mancheater and London Auurance Aatociation (1863), 
3 B. ft S. 017 ; Iltmminga v. Sceptre Life Aeeonatian, Ltd., [1905] 1 Gh. 365). 
For variations between recitals and operative part of deeds, see title Dexob 

▲KD OTUEB IkBTRUMEMTS. 

(/) Thamte and Mtreey Marine Ineuranee Co. v. ITamiHon, Frater ft Co. (1887), 
I2App. Gas. 484, per Lord Haiebcby,L.O., atp. 490; LewitY. Bam»dide{\^Q), 
55 L.T. 179 ; Harper v. QodeM (1870), L. B. 5 Q. B. 422 ; Psrra v. HcM (I860), 
2 Be Q. F. ft J. 38 ; Hogg v. Snaitn (1808), 1 Taunt. 347 ; Hay v. OoUemidt 
(1804), cited 1 Taunt. 349 ; Gardner v. Baillie (1796), 6 Term Bep. 501. 

(m) Thames and Mtreey Marine Insurance Co. v. HumiUon, Fraser ft Co., supra- 

M BirreU v. Dryer (188^, 0 App. Gas. 345, *353. 

(o) Thames and Mersey Marine Ineuranee Co. v. IlamiUon, Fraser ft Co., supra; 
Let V. Alexander (1883), 8 App. Gas. 853 ; CuRen v. Buiier (1816), 5 hL ft S. 
461 ,* see Early v. Bathhone (1888), 57 L. J. (oH.) 652 ; Cnmpton v. Jarratt 
(1885), 30 Ch. D. 298, 0. A. ; LamJboum v. MeLeUan, [1903] 2 Ch. 2M, 0. A. ; 
and title Deeds aed other Irstbuiients. 

(p) Robertson v. French (1803), 4 East, 130, 135; Carr v. Moniefiore (1864), 5 
B. ft S. 408, Ex. Oh.; ^hweR v. Bowditeh (1876), 1 0. P. D. 374, 376, 
G. A. 

(e) V. Standard Marine Insurance Co. (1880), 22 Q. B. D. 409, 0. A. (iron 
held to indude steel) ; Moody v. Svrridge (17M), 2 Esp. 633 (com to indude 
malt). See title IebubAkce. s \ t, sr- v 



Part vni.— I ntbrprbtatipn of Contracts. 


617 


104Q. Exceptions in a contract are as a general rule to be con* 2 . 

strned strictly against the party in urhose favour they are inserted (r), Written 

but in the case of a grant any ambiguity is to be construed strictly Contracts, 
against the grantor («). Exceptions. 

1041. In construing a written contract effect should be given to ConecUag 
every word therein which does not appear to have been left in by errors, 
mistake (t), and for the purpose of giving effect to the whole of the 
document the court may insert stops and parentheses when they 
are missing (a), and may also supply words when it is clear from 
the instrument itself that they have been omitted by inadvertence (b). 

Similarly, words may be struck out which have obviously been left 
in by mistake (c), or which are immaterial and surplusage (d), and 
misspelling (e) and grammatical errors (f) may be corrected. 

On the same principle a condition which is repugnant to the RepngMnt 
nature of a grant is void and may be rejected (g ) ; a proviso wholly 

(r) Barton y. (1883), 12 0. B. D. 218, 220, 222, O.A. ; Blackett y. Royal 

Exchar^ Assurance Co. (1832), 2 Cr. & J. 2-44, 251 ; Taylor v. Liverpool and 
Great Western Steam Co. (1874), L. R 9 Q. B. 546. On the ground that those 
who wish to introduce woi*ds in a contract in order to shield themselves ought 
to do so in clear words. See also The PearlmooTf [1904] P. 286; Elderslie 
Steamship Co. v. Borthwick^ [1905] A. 0. 93 ; Price cfc Co. v. Union Lighterage 
(7o., [19(H] 1KB. 412, 0. A. ; Savill Brothers^ Ltd. v. Bethell^ [1902] 2 Uh. 523, 

C. A. ; Fowhes y. Manchester and London Assurance Association (1863), 3 B. & S. 

917 ; Birrell y. Dryer (1884), 9 App. Cas. 345. 

(«) TrtWta?iMy.c7a7iis«(1867),L.Il.20.P.577,j>er'W'iLLB8, J.,atp.581 ; Neilly. 

Devonshire {Duke) (1882), 8 App. Oas. 135, 149. Great doubt;, however, has been 
thrown on this rule by JESSEL, M.B., in Taylor y. St. Helens Corporation (1877), 

6 Oh. D. 264, 0. A. ; but see Leech y. Schweder (1874), 9 Ch. App. 466, n., per 
Jessel, M.11. It has been held, too, that a guarantee should be conslanied 
strictly agi^t the party executing it {Hargreave y. Smee (^1829), 6 Bing. 244), 
that conditions of safe should be construed strictly against the vendor {Seaton y. 

Mapp (1846), 2 ColL 556), and that generally speaking, where there are 
several ways of performing a contract, that mode may be adopted whidi is least 
profitable to the person complaining of a breach {Codcbum y. Alexander (1848), 

6 0. B. 791, 814). 

(0 Bayne v. Ourrmings (1864), 16 0. B. (n. s.) 421, 427 ; Doe y. Godwin (1815), 

4 M. & 8. 265 ; Tidens v. Hooper (1850), 5 Excn. 830 ; Hitchin y. Groom (1848), 

5 0. B. 515. 

(a) Doe V. Martin (1790), 4 Term Bep. 39, 65, 66. 

(5) Coles V. (1828), 8 B. & 0. 568 (the word ** pounds” following a 

figure in the obligatory part of a bond) ; Phipps v. Tanner (1833), 5 0. & P. 488 
(“ pounds ” inserted in a bill of exchange) ; Say and SeoTs {Lor^ Case (1711), 10 
f(^. Bep. 4 (a proper name) ; Mourmand v. Le Clair^ [1903] 2 Ei B. 216 ; James 
V. Tallent (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 889 (annuity for support of illegitimate obildren 
and their mother during tiieir joint lives : the words " and during the life of 
the survivor ” added) ; Waughy. BuMell (1814), 5 Taunt. 707 (“ one pound ” read 
as “ one hundred pounds *’) ; and see Langdon v. Oade (1081), 3 Lev. 21 ; Wilaon 
V. WiUon (1854), fi H. L. Qas. 40; Fowkea v. Manchester and London Life 
Aaswrance Association, supra, per Blaokbubn, J., at p. 930. 

(c) As where a contract is contained in a prints form from which the parties 
have omitted to strike out words applicable to a larger or different contract 
(Dudgeon v. Pembroke (1877), 2 App. Cas. 284 ; and see Buffer v. Wiggt (1667), 1 
Wms. Saund. 64). 

(d) Waugh v. Bussell (1814), 6 Taunt 707, 711. 

(e) Eulhert v. Long (1620), Oro. Jac. 637 ; Mauleverer v. Hawcby (1670), S 
Saund. 79. 

(/) Oleris TruKlea v. Lancashire and Yorkshire Accident Inetarainee Co., lAd. 

(1906), 8 P. (Ot of Seas.) 916 ; WdU v. WrigU (1678), 2 Mod. B«p. 285. 

(,) Solly V. ForUe (18w), 2 Brod. & Bing. 38, and cases there cited. IheKsfote 
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inconsistent with a covenant is void and may be rejected (h), and a 
misdescription may be rejected npon the principle Falsa demon- 
stratio non nocsU This maxim, however, only apjphes to cases where 
the false demonstration is added to that which was sufficiently 
certain before (t) ; for where words are inserted which form an 
essential part of the description of the subject-matter they cannot 
be rejected (ft). 

In order to give effect to a contract according to what appears 
to have been the intention of the parties, the court may imply a 
term or condition or a qualification of a clause which is not incon- 
sistent with the general tenor of the document (f), but where the 
intention of the parties is not sufficiently clear the court will not 
make a contract for them in order to prevent the whole agreement 
from being void on the ground of uncertainty or otherwise (m). 

1042. Where the parties have put their agreement into such vague 
and uncertain language as to be unintelligible, the contract is 
altogether void(n), unless the uncertain part of the agreement can 
be separated from the substantial part thereof (o) ; but words which 
are grammatically meaningless may be found by a jury to be used 
in a mercantile sense and construed accordingly (p), and a contract 
is not necessarily void merely because it is open to more than one 
construction (q). 

1043. Where words are capable of two meanings the object with 
which they were inserted may be looked at in order to arrive at the 
sense in which they were usm (r), and where one interpretation is 


• proviso in a bill of ezchanM drawn by a joint stock companv purporting to 
restrict its liability is void, as being repugnant to the nature of a bill of exchange 
(^e State Fire Inturanoe Co., Ex parte Meredith'e and Convere'e Claim (1863), 
32 L. J. (cn.) 300). 

(ft) Fumivall v. Coombee (1843), 5 Man. & G. 736 ; but a mere limitation of 
liability which can be made consistent with the covenant is valid ( WiUiame v. 
Hathaway (1877), 6 Gh. D. 544). See MUdmay’e Cate (1584), 1 Go. Bep. I7d ; 
see also Chethire Linet Committee v. Lewie & Co, (1880), 50 L. J. (o. B.) 121, G. A. 

(t) Boe d. ConoUy v. Vernon and Vyte (1804), 5 East, 51 ; Llewdlyn v. Jertey 
{Earl) (1843), 11 M. ft W. 183; Barton v. Dawet (1850), 19 L. J. (a P.) 302. 
Many cases of false demonstration have reference to the construction of wills, 
as to whidi see titie Wills. 

(ft) Magee v. LavHl (1874), L. B. 9 G. P. 107 ; and see Early v. Ikdhbone 
(1888), 57 L. J. (OH.) 652. 

(1) TheMooreoek (1889), 14 P.D. 64, 68, G. A. ; Sanerv. Btffon(]878), 7 Gh. D. 
815 ; M'Jntyrer. Buefter (1863), 14 G. B. (k. a) 6M. See Ogdene, Ltd. v. Ndton, 
[1905] A. G. 109, and p.*A12, ante. 

{m) MiUe V. Dtmham, [1891] 1 Gh. 576, 580, 0. A. Thisprindple has application 
chiefly to the case of contracts in restraint of trade, which become enomy void 
where the restraint is greater than the law allowa unless the agreement itself 
severs the lawful from the unlawful clauses. 

(ff) Be Vinee, Ex parte Baxter, [189^ 2 Q. B. 478, G. A. ; Taylor v. ForUnyton 
(1855), 7 De O. M. ft G. 828, G. A. ; Feieree v. IFoffo (1875), L. B. 20 1^492; 
Daviet V. Bavin (1887), 36 (3i. D. 859, G. A. ; and see Tamar y. Brewer (1818), 1 
M. ft 8. 290 ; Douglat v. Baynet (1908), 78 L. 3. (p. a) 13. 

(o) OaOting v. ^nn (1831), 2 B. ft Ad. 232. 

I p) AtMmh V. (1873), L. B. 9 G. P. 20. 

M PerPABKBB, J., in ITaie v. JZoftsrt Arthwr Theatres Co., Ltd. (1907), 24 
T. L. B. 77. 

(p) Moody V. Surridge (1794), 2 E^. 034, explained in Hart ▼. Standard 
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consistent with what appears to have been the intention of the skot. 2 . 
parties and another repu^ant to it, the court will give effect to the Written 
apparent intention, provided it can do so without violating any of Contract 
the established rules of construction (<). Similarly the court leans 
to an interpretation which will effectuate rather than one which wUl 
invalidate an instrument (t), and, in construing two contemporaneous 
documents, to a construction which will reconcile them rather than 
one which will render them inconsistent (u). 

Where two instruments relating to the same matter are executed 
on the same day, the court may inquire which was executed first, 
but if an intention appears from the terms of the instruments 
themselves either that they were to take effect pari passu or that 
one was to take effect in priority to the other, they will be presumed 
to have been executed in the order necessary to give effect to the 
manifest intention (a). 

1044. In the case of a difference between written words and Difference 
figures the written words as a general rule prevail, and parol 
evidence is not in such a case admissible to show that there was an 
omission from the written words (6). Where a contract is partly writing end 
written and partly a printed form, more weight is given to the 
written than to the printed words where they are inconsistent, 
because the written words are taken as being intended to qualify 
the printed form, and because they are the terms selected by the 
parties themselves lor the expression of their meaning, whereas the 
printed words are a general formula adapted equally to their case 
and that of all other contracting parties on similar occasions and 
subjects (c). A signature in pencil is as effective as if written in FencQ 
any other manner (d). signature. 

Marine Insurance Co, (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 499, 0. A.; M" Cowan v. Baine, “ The 
Niobe,^' [1891] A. 0. 401, 408. The domicil of the parties and place of execution 
may also become material {Lansdowne (Marchioness) y. Lansdowne (Marquis) 

(1820), 2 BU. 60, H. L. ; see also Brown v. Fletcher (1876), 35 L. T, 

165). 

(«) Solly V. Forbes (1820), 2 Brod, & Bing. 38, 48 ; Farhhurst v. (1742), 

Willes, 327, at p, 332 ; Hayne y. Cummings (1864), 16 0. B. (N, s.) 421. 

(^ Pugh y. Leeds (Duke) (1777), 2 Cowp. 714; Haigh y. Broolcs (1839), 10 Ad. 

& EL 309, Ex. Oh. ; Wilkinson y. Oaston (1846), 9 Q. B. 137 ; FoUock y. Stacy 
(1847), 9 ^ B. 1033 ; Mills y. Dunham, [1891] 1 Oh. 576, 590, 0. A. ; Goldshede 
T. Swan (1847), 1 Exch. 154 ; Stratford y. Bosworth (1813), 2 Yes. & B. 341. 

Thus, if one construction makes a contract lawful and another unlawful, the 
former is preferred (Lewis y. Davison (1839), 4 M. & W. 654). 

(u) And if one of such documents is ambiguous and the other clear, then force 
is giyen to the one which is clear to inteipret the other (Be Fhomix Bessemer 
Steel Co. (1875), 44 L. J. (OH.) 683). 

(a) ffartsidev. Silkstone and Dodworih Coal and Iron Co. (1882), 21 Gh. D. 762 ; 

Taylor y. Horde (1757), 1 Burr. 60. 

^ f Saunderson v. Piper f 1839L 5 Bing. (n. c.) 425. 

(c) Robertson t. French (1803), 4 East, 130, per Lord Ellenborouoh, O.J., 
at p. 136 ; Joyce y. Realm Insurance Co. (1872), L. B. 7 Q. B. 580, 583 ; Western 
Assurance Co. of Toronto y. Poofe, [1903] 1 £. B. 376, 388 ; Qumm y. Tyrie 
(1865), 6 B. & £ 298. See Olynn y. Margetson ds Co.^ [1893] A. 0. 351, 354 ; out 
see also Jessel y. Bath (1867), L. B. 2 Exch. 267. 

(d) Lucas V. James (1849), 7 Hare, 410, 419 ; see, howeyer, FraneU y. Chaver 
(1845), 5 Hare, 39, and Re Adams (1872), L. B. 2 P. & D. 367 (these two 
refer to pencil writing in a will). 

H.L.— VIL 
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bbot.s. 1046. If an agreement provides for two alternatives witbont 
Written sajing at whose option one of the alternatives is to be exercised, 
Contracts, the general role is that the option is with the party who is to do 
Aitematirw. ^ question. Thus, wWe the plaintiff agreed to lend &e 

defendant £50 for “nine or six months,” the borrower, being 
required to do the act in respect of which the alternative periods 
were specified (t.c., to repay the money), was held entitled to the 
option of either period (e). If a lease 1 m granted simply “ to hold 
for seven, fourteen, or twenty-one years ” the tenant has the option 
of deciding after which period the lease shall determine, on the 
principle that a grant is construed most strongly in favour of the 
grantee (/) ; but where a lease is determinable at a certain date 
“ if the parties shall so think fit,” this is to be construed as “ if 
both parties shall think fit” and the joint assent of lessor and 
lessee is necessary ( 9 ) ; and where a promise is in the alternative, 
and one branch of the alternative caxmot be performed, the 
promisor is bound as a general rule to perform the other (h). 

Where a party issued an instrument in such ambiguous terms 
that it might be treated either as a bill of exchange or a promissory 
note, the holder was allowed to elect, as against the maker, to 
treat it as either (i). 

Conditions 1046. A question of construction which commonly arises is 
and whether a clause in an agreement constitutes a condition precedent, 

warranties, breach of which justifies a repudiation of the contract, or is 

merely an independent agreement or a warranty, the breach of 
which gives merely a right of action for damages. The test to be 
applied is whether the clause goes to the root of the contract, in 
which case it constitutes a condition precedent, or whether it only 
goes to part of the consideration and may without affecting the 
substance of the contract be compensated in damages. The intention 
of the parties must be looked at with regard to the circumstances 

(e) JReed r. Xilbum Co-operative Society (1876), L. B. 10 Q. B. 264 ; see 
bIm Chippendale v. ^urston (1829), 4 0. & P. 98, where the lender was required 
to do the act, «.e., ^ve notice, and therefore was entitled to the option ; Layton 
T. Pearce (1778), 1 Coug^. (^ b.) Ifi; Tilling, Ltd. y. James (1906), 94 L. T. 823, 
0. A.; Stewart Jt Co.^ Ltd. y. Bmdall (1899), 36 Sc. L. 776 ; 1 F. (Ot. of 
Sees.) 1002. 

(/) Dann y. (1803), 8 Bos. & P. 899 ; Doe d. WM y. Dixon (1807), 9 

East, 16 ; Price y. Dyn (1810), 17 Yes. 866, at p. 863 ; Powdl y. BmUh (1872), 
41 L. J. (oh.) 734. Sizmlarlj, where goods are bought at six or nine months’ 
credit the purchaser has the option {Price y. Nixon (1814), 6 Taunt, 338; 
DtvtrUl y. BtimeB (1873), L. S. 8 0. P. 476, 480). howeyer, Aehforth 
y. Bedford (1873), L. B. 9 0. P. 20, where '* from six to eight weeks ” was held 
to be used in a srodal mercantile sense. 

(ff) FoweB y. Tranter (1864), 3 H. & 0. 458. 

® Btevene y. Fe66 (1836), 7 0. & P. 60 ; MeUguhtm y. Taylor (1894), 71 
L. T. 679, 0. A. ; Barkworth y. Tota^ (1866), 4 Drew. 1. A promisor who has 
elected to perform one altematiye is not as a general rule excused from per- 
formance of the other by reason that performanoe according to his election has 
become impossible {Brotm y. Boyal Ineuranee Co. (1869), 1 E. ^ E. 868). And 
see p. 429, ante. 

(») Bdie y. Bury (1827),^ 6 B. ft 0. 438. “ Where a person makes a ccnnmuni- 
oation to another in amingaous terms he cannot afterwards complain if the 
ndpient of the communication puts upon it a meaning not intended by the 
sender ” (per OHAmtxu:., J., Mi^ y. Sculehuret ft Co. (1906), 23 T. L. B. 142). 
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of each particular casCi and, having regard to such circumstances, 
the intention is to be ascertained accordmg to the ordinary rules for 
the construction of written instruments (ft). 

In the case of the sale of goods a warranty is defined by 
statute (1) and distinguished from a condition (m). 

On the other hand, both conditions and warranties must be 
distinguished from words of expectation and estimate which do not 
form part of the contract at all nor give rise to any claim^ for 
damages (n). A representation made in the course of negotiations 
for a contract may amount to a condition or warranty. Whether 
it does so or not depends upon whether it was intended by the 
parties to form part of the contract (o). 


(ft) 1 WmB. Saimd., 1870 ed., 549 in notes; 2 Smith, L. 0., llth ed.» 12. 
See ChravtB y. Legg (1854), 9 Exch. 709, 716 (dedpation of name of 
ship in which wool shipped a condition prec^ent to obligation to accept the 
wool); Behn v. Bumui (1863), 3 B. & S. 751, Ex. Oh. (statement in charter* 
parly that ship “now in port of A.” a condition precedent); Boherta v. BreU 
(1865), 11 H. Xi. Oas. 337 (giving a bond for due performance held a condition 
precedent to right to sue for non-performance oy other party) ; Chanter v. 
HopMna (1838), 4 M. & W. 399, 404 (sale of patented artide) ; Azemar v. Casella 
fl867h 36 L. J. (o. P.) 263, Ex. Oh., and Hey worth v. Hutchinson (1867), L. B. 

2 Q. B. 447 (sale of goods — a guarantee, not a condition ; see also title Sale op 
Goods); Barnard v. Faber, [1893] 1 Q. B. 340, 0. A. (fire insurance policy ; see 
also title Insijbakce). As to construction generally, see title Ijeeds and 
Otheb Instbtjments. a contract under seal is construed in the same way 
as a oonteaot not under seal {Seddon y. Senate (1810), 13 East, 63, 74). For 
other examples where dauses have been held to conditions precedent 
reference may be made to Poussard v. Sjpiere (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 410 (appear- 
ance of opera singer at first performance) ; Neale y. Mtdiff (1850), 15 GL B. 916 
(^eement to repair — ^premises first being put into repair by other party) ; 
Thomas v. Cadwculader (1744), WUles, 496 (covenant to repair — ^lessor allowing 
and assigning timber). ^ The following cases furnish examples of clauses which 
have been held to be independent promises and not conations precedent : — 
Bettini y. Oye (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 183 (agreement to attend rehearsals for so 
many days before performance) ; Christie v. Borelli (1860), 7 0. B. (n. s.) 561 
(cross guarantees) ; Seeger v. Buthie (1860), 8 C. B. (n. s^ 45 (charterparty, 
readiness of ship to sail) ; Havelock y. Oeddes (1809), 10 East, 555 (charter- 
party, agroement to repw ship) ; Fust y. Dowie (186^, 5 B. & S. 20 (ohai*ter- 
party, ship to take not less than 1,000 tons) ; Bristol {Dean etc.) v. Jones (1850, 

1 E. ft E. 484 (covenant to repair in lease); Fdge v. Boileau (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 
117 (covenants for quiet enjoyment and payment of rent) ; JowtU v. Spencer 
(1847), 1 Exch. 647, Ex. Gn. (finding of coal not a condition precedent to 
payment of consideration on sale of coal mine). For conditions generally, see 
p. 432, ante. 

if) “ An agreement with reference to goods which are the subject of a contract 
of sale, but collateral to the main purpose of such contract, the breach of whidi 
gives rise to a daim for damages, but not to a right to reject the ^oods and 
treat the contract as repudiated’’ (Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 ft 57 Yict. o. 71), 
8. 62). 

(m) 7Mi., ss. 10—14. 

(n) McConnel y. Murphy (1873), L. E. 5 P. C. 203 (sale of “ say about 600 
apm” held complied with by delivery of 496 spars); see also OwUlim y. 
Danidl (1835), 2 Or. M. ft E. 61 ; Morris y. Zeviaon (1876), 1 0. P. D. 155; 
McLay ib Co. y. Perry ft Co. (1881), 44 L. T. 152; teeming y. SnaUh (1851), 
16 Q. B. 275; Power y. Barftam (1836), 4 Ad. ft El. 473; and title Saub of 
Goods. 

(o) Hopkins y. Tanqueray (1854), 15 0. B. 130 ; Carter y. Crick (1859), 4 
H. ft N. 412 ; Budd y. Fatrmaner (1831), 8 Bing. 48 ; Pasley y. Freeman (17^), 

3 Term Bep. 51, 57 ; 2 Smith, L. 0., lltned., 66 ; Bannerman y. White (1861), 31 
L. J. (o. p.) 28 ; Siudey (Bart.) y. Baily (1862), 31 L. J. (xx.) 483. As to the 
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On the enme principle, in the case of contracts which require a 
thing to be done within a certain time, it becomes necessary for the 
court to decide whether time is "of the essence of the contract." 
Time clauses are found chiefly in contracts of sale, and the general 
rule has been established that in the case of a sale of land time is 
not of the essence of the contract, while in the case of a sale of goods 
the question depends on the terms of the contract, but stipulations 
as to the time of payment are presumed not to be of the essence of 
the contract unless a different intention appears from the terms 
thereof (p). 

1047. Other matters on which construction by the court is some* 
times required, but which involve no special rules beyond the 
general principles above laid down, are whether contracts are entire 
or divisible, and whether contracts are joint, or several, or joint and 
several. Contracts are indivisible where the consideration is one 
and entire, or where it is stated or can be gathered by necessary 
inference that no consideration is to pass from one party till the 
whole of the obligations of the other party have been completed (q) ; 
but where no such intention can be gathered, and the contract 
resolves itself into a number of considerations for a number of 
acts, as in the case of periodical payments for a number of services 
which do not form one complete whole, the contract is divisible (r), 
and if part thereof is void or illegal such part may be separated 
from and does not affect the validity of the rest. ^ Whether a con- 
tract is to be construed as joint, or several, or joint and several, 
depends on the ordinary rules of construction, and the intention of 
the parties as gathered from the contract as a whole, construed 
with reference to the surrounding circumstances (s). 


admissibilitv of evidence of a verbal warranty where the contract is in writing, 
seep. 628,j>ott. 

( p) As to when time is deemed to be of the essence of the contract, generally, 
see p. 413, ante ; and as to the computation of days of grace in case of bills of 
exchange, see title Bills or ExcHAsras, Pboiossobt Notes ajw Negotiable 
Ltstbuheets, YoL II., p. 477 ; and as to time generally and the construction of 
specific terms and periods of tiiae, see title Time. What is a " reasonable " time 
in any particular case is a question of fact for the jury {Nelton v. Patrick (1846), 
2 Gar. & Eir. 641). 

{q) Bata V. Hudion (1825), 6 Dow. & By. (x. B.) 3 (agreement to cure '* all or 
none ” of a flodc of sheep) ; Adtard v. Booth (1835), 7 U. & P. 108 ; Cutter v. Powell 
(1795), 6 Term Bep. 320 ; ‘WhUeher v. EdU (1826), 5 B. & 0. 269 ; Hopkint v. 
Pretcatt (1847), 4 U. B. 578 ; Bavage v. Canning (1867), 16 W. B. 133 (0. P. D.) s 
Chater v. Beckett (1797), 7 Term Bep. 201. 

(r) Thus, an engagement for an nneertain period at a stated payment “ pw 
month ” was held divisible into a number of rftonthly contracts {Taylor v. Laird 
(1856), 1 H. ft N. 266). Where an entire contract for the sale of goods has been 
partly performed, and the buyer has accepted the benefit of mat part, the 
contnwt, though originally indivisible, is to be treated as divisible {ahMon v. 
Cauon (1826^ 5 B. ft 0. 378). As to divisibility of covenants, see title Deeds 
AED OTHER IeSTBUIOETS. 

(a) See Lay. Nixon (1834), 1 Ad. ft EL 201 ; Collins v. Prosser (1823), 1 B. ft 0. 
682 ; Fdl v. Oodin (1852), 21 L. 3, (EX.) 145. There is no role of equi^ 
whereby a joint oontrust may be treated as joint and seveiaL though in owtsin 
cases a remedy has been given against the assets of a deceased partner {KendaU 
f. HomUten (1879), 4 App. Oas. 504, 521). Whether a pamer opening s 
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1048. With regard to the law applicable to the constraction of a *• 

contract the intention of the parties is to prevail, but it will be Written 
presumed (unless a contrary intention appears) that where a Contracts, 
contract is to be performed in the country in which it has been law 
made the law of that country is intended to apply, but if it is to applioaUe. 
be performed in another country then the law of that other country 

is intended to apply (t). 

Sect. 8. — Admissibility oj Parol Evidence. 

1049. ^en a contract has been reduced to writing, parol General mla. 
evidence is not as a general rule admissible for the purpose of 
showing that the written document, interpreted in accordance with 

the ordinary rules of construction, does not express the true and 
complete intention of the parties ; in other words, it is a rule of 
law that parol evidence is not admissible either to contradict, vary, 
add to, or subtract from, the terms of a written agreement (a). 

The rule is not confined to contracts which are required by law 
to be evidenced by writing in order to be enforceable, but applies 
generally in all cases where, the agreement between the parties 
is in fact reduced to writing (a); and apart from mistake or 


baukiog account iu his own name is contracting severally or as arant of the 
partnership is a question of fact for the jury (Ooohe v. Sedey (1848), 2 ^ch. 746) ; 
and see p. 338, ante. 

(f) Chatenay v. Brazilian Submarine Telegraph Co., [189^ 1 Q. B. 79, 0. A. ; see, 
for a detailed treatment of the subject, title Coimjcr OF Laws, Yol. Vl., p. 238. 




& S. 669; IngliB v. Buttery 


(1878], 
(parol < 


3 App. Caa. 552 ; Lloyd y. Sturgeon 


Falls Pulp Co. (1901), 85 L. T. 162 (parol eyidence not admissible to enlarge the 
scope of a written warranty); Preston y. Merceau (1779), 2 Wm. Bl. 1249 
(eyidence not admissible to proye an agreement to pay an additional rent to 
that mentioned in a lease); Smith y. Jeffryee (18461, 15 M. & W. 561 (eyidence 
inadmissible to show that a written agreement for tne sale of ware potatoes was 
intended to apply to a particular quality of potatoes of that aescription) ; 
Ilarnor y. Groves (1855), 15 0. B. 667 (eyidence inadmissible to proye a yerbal 
r^resentation amounting to a warranty ; and see Chanter y. Hopkins (1838), 4 


M. A W. 399, at p. 406). If soods are sold by a written agreement which 
describes their qusmty, and mi£es no rofcronce to any sample, eyidence is not 
admissible at the instance of either buyer or seller to proye that a sample was 
shown at the time of the sale in order to show that it was a sale by sarnie {Tye 
y. Fynmore (1813), 3 Camp. 462 ; Meyer y. Everth (1814), 4 Camp. 22). If on 
the cons^otion of a written contract made by an agent he is personally liable, 
parol eyidence is not admissible to show that the parties did not intend that he 


should be so liable {Higgins y. Senior (1841), 8 M. & \V. 834 ; Jones y. Littledale 

K , 1 Ney, & P. (K. B.) 677; Holding y. Elliott (1860), 5 H. & N. 117 ; 

e Wake y. Harrop (1862), 1 H. & 0. 202, Ex. Oh., and title Aoknoy, VoL L, 
p. 220). ^ The yerbal declarations of the auctioneer at a sale by auction cannot be 
proyea in order to yary or add to the written or printed conditions (Gunnis y. 
Erhart (1789), 1 Hy. Bl. 290 ; Shelton y. Livius (1832), 2 Cr. & J. 411 ; Powell 
y. Edmunds (1810), 12 East, 6 ; compare Brett y. (1880), 5 OL P. D. 876} 

and see title Auction and Auotioneees, Yol. L, p. 510). In the case of a bill 
of exchange or promissory note, eyidence of an oraloontemporaneous agreement 


, 8 M. & \V. 834 ; Jonee y. Littledale 


Erhart (1789), 1 Hy. Bl. 290 ; Shelton y. Livius (1832), 2 Cr. & J. 411 ; Powell 
y. Edmunds (1810), 12 East, 6 ; compare Brett y. (1880), 5 0. P. D. 876} 

and see title Auction and Auotioneees, Yol. L, p. 510). In the case of a bill 
of exchanm or promissory note, eyidence of an oraloontemporaneous agreement 
to renew the instrument (New London Credit Syndicate y. Neales [1898] 2 Q. B. 


487, 0. A.), or to deposit securities which should be sold in the event of its not 
being paid (Abrey v. Crux (1869), L. R fi 0. P. 87), or not to demand pay- 
ment until after the sale of certain estates (Free v. Hawkins (1817), 8 Taunt. 
92), or to dispense with notice of didbonour (ibid.), or otherwise altering the 
legal eAeot of the instrument, is not adnussible, even as between the inmeoiate 
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misrepresentation or some other special ground of defence in actions 
for specific performance, the rule is of equal force in equity as 
at law (b). 

Parol evidence is not only excluded as a general rule in refer- 
ence to matters which are expressly dealt with by the written 
agreement, but also in reference to terms implied by law with 
regard to which the document is silent (c). 

1050. A written agreement must, however, in all cases be con- 
strued with reference to the surrounding circumstances, and parol 
evidence is accordingly admissible of the circumstances of the 
particular case in order to enable the court to apply the written 
terms to those circumstances (d). Thus, parol evidence is admis- 
sible to identify the parties (e) or property (/) named or described in 

parties (see also title Bills of ExonANOS, Pbokissoey Notes and Negotiable 
Instruments, VoL II., p. 562 et seq.). And see the cases cited in the two 
following not^ 

(5) ClaweB v, ffigginson (1813), 1 Ves. & B. 624 ; Wocllam v. Heam (1802), 7 
Yes. 211 b; Rich v, Jackson (1794), 4 Bro. 0. 0. 614 ; Ball v. Stone (1823), 1 
Sim, & St 210 ; Price v. Dyer (1811), 17 Ves. 356 ; Martin y. Pycroft (1852). 2 
De Q. M. & O. 786; Oroome y, Lediard (1833), 2 My. & K 251. As to mis- 
representation and mistahe, see those titles; and as to special defences in 
actions for specific performance, see title Specific Performance. Parol 
eyidence, howeyer, is always admissible to show that what purports to be a sale 
was intended as a mortgage (see title Mortgage). 

(c) Evans y. Roe (1872), L. E. 7 C. P. 138 (written agreement for service at a 
weekly salary, implying a weekly hiring : evidence of conveiBations showing 
an intention ihat the hiring should be a yearly one not admissible) ; Ford y. 
Yates (1841), 2 Man. & O. 649 (written contract for sale of hops, nothing being 
said as to credit: held, eyidence not admissible to show that by the course of 
dealing between the parties the buyer was entitled to six months’ credit ,* but 
see Lockett v. Nicklin (1848), 2 Exch. 93) ; Rich y. Jackson (1794), 4 Bro. 0. 0. 
614 (lease silent as to payment of taxes; evidence not admissible to prove a 
verbal agreement that it was to be free of all taxes) ; Oroome v. Lediard, supra 
(agreement by A. to buy an estate from B., and B. to buy another estate from 
A. ; eyidence not admissible to show that a mutual exchange was intended, and 
that the contracts were to be dependent on each other : specific performance of 
one of the contracts decreed, though the defendant was unable to show a good 
title to the properly sold by him). 

(d) Mason v. Cole (1849), 4 Exch. 375 (building scheme) ; Oliver v. Hunting 
(1889), 44 Ch. D. 206 ; Cave y. Hastings (1881), 7 Q. d. D. 126 ; Stueley v. 
Baily (1862), 1 H. & C. 405 ; Mumford v. Qething (1869), 7 0. B. (n. S.) 305 ; 
Spicer y. Martin (1888), 14 App. Gas. 12 (restrictive covenants in lease ; similar 
covenants in other leases of premises forming part of the same block of 
buildings). The extent of a repairing covenant in a lease must be measured by 
the age and class of the buil^gs demised, of which parol evidence may be 
given (Proud/<Hrf v. JTarf (1890), 26 Q. B. D. 42; Payne y. Haine (1847), 16 
M. & W. 641 ; and see Burges v. Widcham (1863), S B. & S. 669). As to proof 
of surrounding circumstances to show natw and extent of a guarantee, 
see title Guarantee ; and as to proof of such oiroumstanoes to explain the 
meaning of terms in sea polides, see title Insurance. 

(e) Safe v. Lambert (1874), L. E. 18 1 ; Rossiter y. Miller (1878), S App. 

Gas. 1124 ; Catling y. (1877), 6 Ch. jD. 660 ; Commins y. Scott (1876), L. E. 
20 Eq. 11 ; Carr y. XyncA, 1 Oh. 613. 

(/) Bhardlow y. Cotterdl (1881), 20 Oh. D. 90, 0. A. ; Plant y. Bourne, [1897] 
2 Ch. 281 ; Cawley y« Watts (1853), 17 Jur. 172 ; Ogilvie y. Foljambe (1817), 3 
Mer. 63 ; Owen y. Thomas (1834), 8 My. ft E. 353 ; Wood y. ScarfA j[l85l0> ^ 
E. ft J. 33; Macdonald y. LongboUom (I860), 1 E. ft B. 977, 987, Ex. On. ; LyU 
y. Richards (186^, L. B. 1 H. L. 222; MeMurray y. IMcer (18M), L. B. 5 Eq. 
527 ; Horsey y. Cfraham (1869), L. B. 5 0. P. 9. 
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a written agreement ; to identify documents referred to therein (g) ; 
to show the circumstances of the parties from which their relative Admis* 
positions in relation to the contract may be inferred Qi ) ; to prove slbilltF of 
circumstances from which it may be inferred what property was 
intended to pass by a certain description (t), or the nature of the 
employment intended in such a phrase as “ in consideration of my ideatity. 
entering your employ ”(&); or to prove circumstances tending to 
show that representations in letters forming the contract which 
might be construed as warranties were not intended as such (Q. 

1051> Where a contract is made by an agent in his own name Agency, 
parol evidence is admissible to show who the principal is, for the 
purpose either of charging him on the contract or of enabling him to 
enforce it (m), except where the evidence is inconsistent with the 
express terms of the written agreement (n). So where a j^rson 
contracts professedly as an agent, it may be shown by parol evidence 
that he is in fact the principal in order to charge him on the con- 
tract (o). An agent who enters into a contract in writing in such 
terms as to be personally liable on the true construction of the 
contract may nevertheless prove, as an equitable plea, an express 
oral agreement that he should not be personally sued on the 
contract (p). 

1052. Written agreements must also be construed with reference Custom, 
to any particular customs or usages applicable to the circumstances 
of the case. Parol- evidence is therefore admissible of any such 


(sr) Morris v. ITiZson (1859), 5 Jur. (n. 8.) 168; Hodges v. HorsfcM (1829), 1 
^UBS. & M. 116 (identincation of plan referred to) ; Jones t. Vtctoria Graving 
Dock Co. (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 314, 0. A. Parol evidence is also admissible to prove 
the connection between two documents sudi as a letter and the envelope 
endosing it (Pearce v. Gardner, [18971 1 Q. B. 688); see p. 369, ante, 

(A) Newell v. Radford (1867), L. B. 3 0. P. 52. 

(t) Doe d. Freeland v. Burt (1787), 1 Term Rep. 701 ; Thomas v. Owen (1888), 
20 H, B. D. 225, 0. A. ; Goodtitle d. Radford v. Southern (1813), 1 M. & S. 299 ; 
Beaufort {Duke) v. Swansea Corporation (1849), 3 Exch. 413. 

(A) Mumfora v. Gething (1859), 7 0. B. (n. a) 305 (previously employed by 
same employer under a verbal agreement). 

(1) Studey v. Baily (1862), 1 H. & G. 405. 

(nt) Bateman v. Phulips (1812), 15 East, 272 ; Wilson v. Hart (1817), 1 Moore 
(o. r.), 45 ; Trueman v. Loder (1840), 11 Ad. & El. 589 ; Morris v. Wilson (1859), 
5 Jur. (k. s.) 168; Colder y. Dobell (1871), L. B. 6 0. P. 486; Weidner v. 
Hoggelt (1876), 1 0. P. D. 533 ; fiburr v. Cass (1870), L. B. 5 Q. B. 656. See 
title Aoekot, Yol. I., p. 207. But parol evidence is not admissible for the 
purpose of exonerating the agent {Higgins v. Senior (1841), 8 M. & W. 834). 

(n) Humble v. Hunter (1848), 12 Q. B. 310, where an agent was describe in 
a charteipa^ as the owner of the vessel, and it was held that piml evidence 
was inad mi ssible to show that he was not the owner, so as to entitle the real 
owner to sue on the contract. 

(o) RaUton v. Hodgson (1804), dted 15 East, 67 ; Jenkins v. Hutchinson (184^, 
13 Q. B. 744 ; Carr v. Jaauon (1852), 7 Exch. 382 ; Adams v. HaU (1877), 3? L. T. 
70 : HtUcheson v. Eaton (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 861. As to the right of the agent to 
cue on the oontraot in sudi a case, see Bickerton v. BurreM (1816), 5 M. & S. 
383 ; ^yner v. Grots (1846), 15 M. & W. 359 ; B^mata v. Avery (1851), 20 

J. (U. B.) 228 ; Sharman v. Brandt (1871), L. B. 6 Q. B. 720, Ex. Oh. 

(rt Wake V. Harrop (1862), 1 H. & 0. 20^ Ex. CSi. ; Coiwe v. Witt (1874), 23 
W. B. 76. It would be inequitable in sudi a case for the other contracting 
party to take advantage ox his having contracted in sudi a form as to be 
P«nonally liable. 
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SaoT. s. euBtom or usage for the purpose of exi)Iaining the terms^ of a 
Admis* written agreement or adding provisions which are not inconsistent 
sibiittv of therewith, but not for the puri^se of contradicting the e^^ress terms 
P^i of the agreement or of inserting provisions which are inconsistent 
Ev^ce. ^ith Bul terms (y). 

utenk 1053. Where the terms of a written agreement are ambiguous 

ambigaitj. ^jth reference to the circumstances of the particular case, and the 
ambiguity does not appear on the face of the document, parol 
evidence is admissible to explain the ambiguity, the question 
which of two or more possible meanings was intended in such a 
case being one of fact for the jury (r). 

P ntft . 1054. Parol evidence is also admissible to prove the true date of 

the execution of a written agreement though it purports to have 
been executed on some other dale (s), or, where two or more docu- 
ments appear to have been executed on the same date, to show in 
what order they were executed (t). 

Intention not 1055. It may also be proved by parol evidence that a document 
to make which purports to be a contract was not intended to be a binding 

ooDtoilct. agreement, although it is signed by the person who refuses to be 

bound by it (a). Thus, in the case of bought and sold notes, it 
may be shown by either party that the sale was merely colourable 
and the price nominal, and that it was not their intention in 
signing the notes to make a binding contract {b) ; or, in the case 
of a document purporting to be a written agreement for the sale of 
property, it may be shown that it was only a pretended sale to 
avoid execution against the property (c). 

It is in all cases a question of fact whether a particular docu- 
ment was intended to express the terras of the contract between 
the parties (d), and with what intention it was signed by one or 


(o) See p. 611, ante, and cases there cited ; and for a treatment of the subject 
in detail, title Customs and Usages. 

(r) Bobineon y. Oreat Western JiaiL Cb. (1866), 35 L. J. (c. P.) 123 (norol 
evidence admitted to show which of two stations of the same name was intended) ; 
Ooldshede y. Stvan (1847), 1 Exch. 164 ; Smith y. Thompson (1849), 8 0. B. 44 ; 
Hordern y. Commercial Union Insurance Co. (1887), 66 li. J. (r. 0.) 78 ; Macdonald 
y. LongbUtom (1869), 1 E. & B. 977, 987, Ex. Ch, ; The Curfew, [1891] P. 131 ; 
Lyle y. Richards (1866), L« B. 1 XL L. 222; Sweet y. Lee (1841), 3 & G. 

462 ; Daifdree y. Hvichineon (1842), 10 M. ft W. 86, 

(a) Hall y. Cazenove (1804), 4 East, 477 ; Steele y. Mart (1826), 4 B. ft 0. 272. 
(t) Cartside y. SMstone and Dodworth Coal and Iron Co. (1882), 21 Ch. D. 762. 

(а) FatUe v. Homibrook, flSO'n 1 Ch« 26 (document si^ed by both plaintiff 
and defendant: it was held umt the def^dant might i>roye that he did not intend 
to be bound until satisfied as to the plaintiffTa responsibility }• See also Clever y. 
Kirkman (1876), 33 L. T. 672; Lewis y. Brass (1877), 8 Q. B. D. 667 ; Hussey y« 
Home-Payne (1879), 4 App. Chs. 311, per Lord SsLBOBinE, at p. 823. 

(б) Sogers y. Hadley (1863), 2 H. ft U. 227. 

(c) Bowes V. Foeter (1858), 2 H. ft N. 779. 

id) Allen y. Pink (1638), 4 M. ft W. 140 (receipt nyen on the sale of a horse 
held not to exclude eyidence of a yerbol warranty, Qiere being no eyidenoe that 
the buyer had aneed that the receipt diould contain a statement of the whole 
of the terms of the contract) ; JfoorsT. Owmpkdl (1864), 10 Exch. 323 (broker, 
empbyed by buyer, sent contract note to seller; smler sent note to broker 
Tarying the terms: held, in an action by the buyer, a question of fact whether 
the note sent by the seller was intendM by b^ paraes to be the contract 
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other of the parties (f), and on these points parol evidence is Bwrr. s. 
admissible. AdmiB* 

^ sibiltty of 

1066. Whore a written proposal is accepted verbally, with varia- Paru 
tions, it is a question of fact, to bo decided by parol evidence, what E viden ce, 
are the terms of the contract between the parties (/) ; and parol 
evidence is in all cases admissible to show what are the actual ueeptance. 
terms of the contract where the written document is not intended 

to express the whole of the agreement between the parties (g). 

Parol evidence is also admissible to show what was the actual state of 
condition of a document, which appears to have been altered, at the 
time when it was executed or assented to (/t). 

1067. Parol evidence is admissible to show that a written agree- Oondition 
ment which purports to be unconditional was in fact executed with 

the intention that it should only take effect as a contract on the contract.* 
performance of a condition precedent (t). For example, in the 
case of a written agreement for the assignment of a lease, it may 
be proved that there was a contemporaneous oral agreement that Escrow, 
the contract should be null and void if the lessor did not consent 
to the assignment (k ) ; a person signing a contract as a surety may 
prove that he only intended to be bound in the event of a proposed 
co-surety joining (Q; a contemporaneous oral agreement that a 
written contract should not he a bargain unless a third person 
approved of it may be proved (m) ; and a person who has signed an 
agreement may prove that he did not intend to bind himself until 
he had satisfied himself of the responsibility of the other con- 
tracting party, and that the other party knew that(n). So, it 
may be proved that a written agreement was not intended to 
operate from the time of its execution but from some future and 
uncertain time (o). 


between them) ; Janet t. LUtledale (1837), I Nev. ft P. (K. 677 (inToice by 

brokers as sellers of goods W auction) ; Holding v. EllioU (I860), 5 H. ft N. 117 ; 
Long T. MUlar (1879), 4 0. P. D. 450, 0. A. 

(e) Latch T. Wedlake (1840), 11 Ad. ft El. 959 (agreement stressed to be made 
between the plaintiff and thrw partners, ezecutra by the plaintiff and two of the 
partners : held, a question for the jury whether the two iMutners intended to 
sign on behalf of all three, the oiroamstanoes indicating t W the partners did 
not intend to be bound unless all three signed) ; Toung v. Sehuter (1883), 11 
^ B. D. 651, 0. A. (evidenoe to show that a person contracting as an amnt 
intended to sign, not only as an agmt, but also as a surety for the prinoip^. 

(/') Btonee ▼. Dowler (1860), 29 Jj. J. (BX.) 122 ; Beutt t. Piektleg (1866), L. B. 

I Ezoh. 342, Ex. Ch. ; Stewart v. Eddowet (1874), L. B. 9 0. P. 311. 

(y) Harrit v. Riekett (1859), 4 H. ft N. 1. 

(A) Stewart v. Eddowet (1874), L. B. 9 0. P. 311. 

(t) Moore r. Campbell (1854), 10 Ezoh. 323 (broker sending a sold note may 
show that it was only intended to operate as a contract if the person to whom it 
was sent ngned and returned a corresponding noM ; Latch ▼. Wedlake (1840), 

II Ad. ft 959 ; Cfever v. Kirkman (1870), 33 L. T. 672 ; and oases cited in 
the following notes. As to the delivery of a deed as an escrow, see Fumett v. 
Meek (1857), 27 L. J. (BZ.) 34, and title Dbbds and othbr iNSTRimBNTs. 

(*) WallU T. LUtelt (1861), 11 0. B. (w. 8.) 369. 

(0 Evant T. Bremriage (1836), 8 De G. M. ft Q. 100, 

(m) Pym v. OamjAM (1856), 6 E. ft B. 370. 

(n) Pottle V. Homibro^ [1897] 1 (3h. 25. 

( 0 ) Bavit V. Jonn (1850), 17 0. B. 625. 
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The principle applies to bills of exchange and other negotiable 
instraments delivered subject to a condition, as between the 
immediate parties (p). 

1058. A contemporaneous oral agreement with respect to some 
collateral matter as to which a written contract is wholly silent 
may be proved by parol evidence (q). The following are examples 
of what have been held to be collateral agreements for this pur- 
pose : a promise by the lessor to destroy the rabbits *’ or “ kill 
down the game " on the execution by the lessee of the lease of a 
farm (r) ; a promise by the landlord to do repairs and send in 
furniture on the letting of a dwelling-house («) ; a promise that in 
consideration of a person signing an agreement for the sale of a 
business, the other contradting party would settle an action then 
pending against the first-mentioned person at the suit of a third 
person (t ) ; a verbal warranty by the lessor that the drains were 
in good order on the execution of a lease of a dwelling-house (a). 

1059. Parol evidence is always admissible to prove facts tending 
to show that a written contract is void or voidable, as, for instance, 
facts showing want of capacity (6), want of assent by reason of 
mistake (c), fraud (d), duress (e), undue influence (/), non-disclo- 
sure of material facts (c), want or failure of consideration (g), or 
illegality (A), or for the purpose of proving mistake or misrepre- 
sentation, or any other matter ^ving ground for relief m 
equity (t). Also to prove that a written contract has been rescinded 
or vari^ by a subsequent oral agreement, provided that proof of 
the oral agreement is not excluded by any statute {k). 


{p) BeU ▼. Jngerire (Vitcomt) (1848), 12 Q. B. 317 (bill indorsed and deUrered 
on condition that other bills should be retir^) ; see Bills of Exchange Aot, 1882 
(4S & 46 Yict. 0 . 61), s. 21 (2), and title Bills of Exohauok, Pboxisso&t 
Notes aio) Neqotublb iKSTauiiEirrs, YoL IL, p. 482. 

($) Lloyd T. Sturgeon FdU P%i^ Co. (1901), 83 L.^ T. 162 ^erbal ▼anantj 
respecting matter on 'which a written contract was sQent) ; MercantUe Agency 
Co. y. Flitwick ChalyheaU Co. (1897), 14 T. L. B. 90, H. L. ; and cases dtM in 
following notes. 

a Morgan y. Oriffith (1871), L. B. 6 Exch. 70; Erthine y. Adeane (1873), 
. App. 736. 

{*) Angdl y. Ihtke (1873), L. B. 10 Q B. 174 ; compare Spieer y. Martin 
(1888), 14 App. Gas. 12. 

(0 Liniky y. Lacey (1864), 17 0. B. (w. sj 378. 
la) Be LtutaBe y. QuUdJord, [1901] 2 £. B. 213, 0. A. 

[hS See p. 341, ante. 

(ej See p. 334, ante. 

(d) See title Misbefbesektatioe abd Feaud. 

(e) See p. 336, ante. 

(/) See p. 337, ante, 

(o) See p. 383, ante. 

(a) See p. 890, ante. 

(i) See titles hbsBEPBisKBTATioB Aim FBAtm ; Mistao ; Sraoino 

PEBFOElIAiraX. 

(k) E.g., by the Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, o. 3). See p. 422, ante. 
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Part IX, — Stamp Duties (o. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

1060. Subject to certain exemptions (m), every agreement or 
memorandum of an agreement (n) under hand only, and not other- 
wise specifically charged with duty (o), is subject to a stamp duty 
of sixpence, whether it is only evidence of a contract or obligatory 
on the parties from its being a written instrument (p). 

The duty may be denoted by an adhesive stamp or stamps, which 
must be cancelled by the person by whom the agreement is first 
executed (q), by writmg on or across the stamp his name or initials, 
together with the date of his so writing, or otherwise effectively 
rendering the stamp incapable of being used again (r). Where two 
or more stamps are used to denote the duty all of them must be 
cancelled («). 

1061. Every contract under seal (a) not otherwise specifically 
charged with duty (o) is subject to a duty of ten shillings ip), 
which must be denoted by an impressed stamp (&). 

1062. A duplicate or counterpart of any deed or agreement 
chargeable with duty must be stamped with the same duty as the 
original instrument where such duty is less than five shillings, and 
otherwise with a duty of five shillings (c). 

1063. An unstamped or insufiOiciently stamped agreement subject 
to the fixed duty of sixpence or ten shillings may stamped alter 
execution on payment of the unpaid duty and a penalty of ten 
pounds ; or if first executed at any place out of the United Kingdom 
it may be stamped, at any time within thirty days after it has been 
first received in the United Kingdom, on payment of the unpaid 
duty only without any penalty (d). 


(1) As to Btamping receipts, see p. 452, ante. 

im) See p. 538, poit. 

(n) As to vliat documents require stamping, see p. 535, pott. 

(o) See p. 532, poet, 

(p) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. o. 39), s. 1, and Schedule. 

(?) Ibid., s. 22. 

jr) Ibid., s. 8 p). 

(«) Ibid., s. 8 ^). Any person whose duty it is to cancel an adhesive stamp 
neglecting or reiumng to do so duly and effectuidly is liable to a fine of ten 
pounds {ibid., s. 8 (3) ). 

(o) See Clayton v. Burtemhaw (1828), 5 B. & C. 41 ; Robituon v. Drybrough 
(1795), 6 Term Bep. 317. 

(6) St^p Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 39), s. 2. 

ic) Ibid., s. 1, and Schedule ; and see s. 72. 

id) Ibid., B. 15. _ The Inland Bevenue Ciommissioners may, if they think fit, 
at wy time within three months alter the first execution of any instrument, 
mibgate or remit any penal^ payable on stamping {ibid., s. 15(3) (b) ). As a 
matter of grace, ^e Commissioners allow agreements under hand only to bo 
stamped with an impressed stamp within fourteen days after execution without 
any penaltyj and agreements under seal to be so stamped within thirty days 
alter exwution, but this is a concession which the Oommissioners may withdraw 
at any time. 
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Contract. 


8bot. 1. 1064. Any each unstamped or insufficiently stamped agreement 

In General may be received in evidence on payment to the proper officer of the 
CnsUumM Unpaid duty and penalty, and a further sum of one 

agmm^it as pound (e), but otherwise may not, except in criminal proceedings, 
evidence. i)e given in evidence, or be available for any purpose whatever (/). 

The effect of this provision is that if, in the coarse of a plain tuTs 
case, it transpires that there is a written agreement, or written 
memorandum uf the agreement, on which he is suing, he is bound 
to produce the writing properly stamped, or to pay the penalty, 
otherwise he will be unable to prove his case, parol evidence not 
being admissible to supply the place of the agreement or memoran* 
dum in writing (g). If, on the other hand, the plaintiff gives evidence 
of an oral or implied contract, and closes his case without it having 
appeared that there was any agreement or memorandum in writing, 
the defendant cannot answer the case so made out by the plaintiff 
by producing an unstamped agreement (h ) ; it is for the defendant, 
if he desires to set up the written agreement in such a case, to 
produce it duly Stamped or pay the penalty, because the court 
cannot recognise the document as being in existence unless it is 

fe) Stamp Act. 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 39), s. 14 (1). 

(/ ) Ibia., 8. 14 (4). Notwithstanding the wording of this provision it has 
been held that an unstamped document, though not admissible in evidence, may 
be shown to a witness to refresh his memory (Birchall v. VuUough, [1896] I 
Q. B. 325 : and see Jacob t. Lindsay (1801), 1 East, 460 ; Braythmaytt v. Hitchcock 
(1842), 10 M. & W.494 ; Maughamv. Hubbard (1828), 8 B. & C. 14), and that, on 
an application to restrain a company from carrying out the terms of an agree* 
ment with a trustee for a new company, the court was entitled to look at an 
unstamped copy of the agreement as a document dxowing the terms on which 
the company proposed to sdd {Mason v. Motor Traction Co., [1905] 1 Ch. 419). 
An MTeonent may of course oe looked at by the court in order to ascertain 
whetner it requires a stamp, and if so, whether it is properly stamped {Jardins 
V. Payiie (1831), 1 B. & Ad. 663, at p. 670). 

Under former Stamp Acts it was held that an unstamped or insufficiently 
stamped instrument might be given in evidence for the puipose of proving that 
it was given as part of a sdieme of fraud (if. v. Oomp^tz (1846), 9 Q* B. 824, 
at p. 839 ; Holmes v. Sixemith (1852), 7 Exw. 802), or for the pureose of proving 
illegality as a defence to an action on the a^eement {Coppoek v. Bower (1838), 4 
M. & W. 361) ; or for Gie purpose of showing that the instrument, by reason 
of the want of a stamp, was worthless in an action to recover back money paid 
as on a total failure of consideration {Enthoven v. Noyfe (1853), 13 C. B. 373, 
Ex. Gh.). So where there was a question whether an instniment of guarantee 
had been given up in consideration of a promise by the defendant, the instru- 
ment, although not stamped, was allowed to be given in evidence in order to 
show that it answered the description of the instrument alleged to have been 
given up {Haiah y. Brocks (1639), 10 Ad. A El. 809). So, where it was pleaded 
that a debt had been paid by means of a bill of exchange, the creditor was per- 
mitted to put in evidmoe an unstamped bill to ihow that, by reason of its bwg 
unstamped, it was unavulable as a security, and so rebut the inference that the 
debt had b^ paid {Smart v. Nckes (1844), 6 Man. & Q-. 911). Notwithstanding 
the difference m the wording of a 14(4) of the Act of 1891 (54 A 55 Viet. e. 39) 
— “ shall not be available for any purpose whatever” — it is probable that the 
principles of these decisions still hold good, though this is not free from doubt. 

{g) Buxton v. Cornish (1844), 12 M. A W. 426; Fean d. Thomas v. Griffiths 
(1830), 6 Bing. 533 ; Turner y. Bower (1828), 7 B. A 0. 625 ; Bee y. St. Paul's, 
Bedford {InhabUatOs) (1795), 6 Term Bep. 452 ; Aleoek v. Delay (1855), 4 B. A 
B. 660« 

^(A^^EWder y. Bay (1829), 6 Bing. 332 ; Maynay v. Knigld (1840), 1 Man. A 
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properly stamped, and the fact that the defendant gave the plaintiff 
notice to produce the document is immaterial (t). 

Where an unstamped agreement has been lost, secondary 
evidence of its contents is not admissible (j). But an agreement 
which has been lost, or is not produced after notice, will be presumed 
to have been duly stamped in the absence of evidence to the con- 
trary (k). If, however, there is evidence that the document was 
unstamped at any particular time, the presumption is rebutted, and 
the burden lies on the party who seeks to give secondary evidence of 
proving that the document was duly stamped (J). 

No appeal lies, nor will a new trial be granted, on the ground of 
the ruling of any judge that the stamp on any document is sufficient, 
or that a stamp is unnecessary (m), nor on the ground that an 
unstamped document was improperly admitted in evidence (n). 

1065. When an agreement or memorandum of agreement contains 
or relates to several distinct matters it is chargeable with duty as if 
each of such matters were contained in a separate instrument ; and 
if it is made for any consideration in respect of which it is charge- 
able with ad valorem duty (o), and also for any further or other 
valuable consideration, it is chargeable with duty, as if there were 
separate instruments, in respect of each of the considerations (p). 

If an agreement or memorandum relates substantially to only one 
transaction, or one subject-matter, it only requires one stamp, even 
though there may. be several parties, each of whom undertakes a 
separate liability, or contracts with reference to his own interest 
only, provided they all have a common interest in the subject-matter 
of the agreement (q). If, on the other hand, an instrument relates 


ft) See note ^), p. 630, ante. 

{j) Bex Y. Castle Morton {Inhabitants) (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 588; and see 
Itanxin t. Hamilton (1850), 15 Q. B. 187 ; Crowther y. Solomons (1848), 6 C. B. 
758. 

(k) Jfarine Investment Co. y. Haviside (1872), L. B. 5 H. L. 624 ; Crisp y. 
Andermn ^1815), 1 Stark. 35. 

(0 Marine Investment Co. y. Haviside, supra; Crowther y. Solomons (1848), 6 
C. B. 768. 

(m) B. S. 0., Ord. 39, r. 8 ; Blewitt y. Tritton, [1892] 2 Q. B. 327, 0. A. ; 
Mander y. Bidgway, [1898] 1 Q. B. 601 (county court judge). 

(n) Lowe y. Darling (1905), 74 L. J. (K. B.) 794 (county court action). 

(o) See p. 533, 

\p) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet. c. 39), s. 4. 

( 9 ) Ooodson y. Forbes (1815), 6 Taunt. 171 (agreement by seyeral underwriters 
for a reference to arbitration of a daini under one policy); B. y. Louth 
{Inhabitants) (1828), 8 B. & 0. 247 (indenture of apprenticesbip for seven years, 
Idle apprentice to serve A. for the first four, and his own father for the remain- 
ing three years in different trades : held, one stamp sufficient) ; Price y. Thomas 
(1831), 2 B. & Ad. 218 (surety joining with tenant in coyenant for payment of 
rent); Cook y. Jones (1812), 15 £ut, 237 (one annuity granted by three 
persons) ; Bowen y. Ashley (1805), 1 Bos. & P. (N. E.) 274 (bond containing a 
condition for performance by eow obligor of the same matters, with separate 
penalties): Davis y. WilUams (1811), 13 I^t, 232 (agreement by several to 
subscribe to one common fnna); Bamsbottom v. Davis (1839), 4 M. & W. 684 
(^aiantoe by three persons to pay each in consideration of the discharge 
of one debt) ; Wills y. (1849), 4 Ezdh. 193 (transfer by several of theur 

Mparate interests in certein abates) ; Doe d. Chroft y. Tidbury (1854), 14 0. B. 
804 ; Shiflon v. Thornton (1838), 9 Ad. ft El. 814 (agreement 1^ a partner to 


Bkot. 1. 
In General. 


Agreement 
relating tc 
several 
matters. 



682 


OoimucT. 


6S0T. 1. 

In General. 

Bestamping 


Duty 

specifically 

Gorged. 


to several distinct transactions, or matters of agreement, even though 
between the same parties, it mnst bear as many stamps as there are 
transactions or matters of agreement (r). 

1066 . Where an a^eement is materially altered by consent of 
the parties after havmg been completed and taken effect as a 
contract, it must be restamped as a new agreement (s), except where 
the alteration is a mere correction of a mistake and carries out the 
original intention of the parties (t). But restamping is not required 
where an alteration is made before the agreement has been 
completely executed and taken effect (a), nor where the alteration 
does not affect the obligations of the parties, and is therefore 
immaterial (6). 

Sect. 2. — Agreements spedficaUy charged. 

1067 . The following agreements, which are treated of under 
other titles of this work, are specifically charged with duty (c) : — 

Agreement for a lease or tack or for any letting (d) ; agreement 
pursuant to the Highway Acts relating to making, maintaining, or 
repairing of highways (e); instrument of apprenticeship (/) ; articles 


pay freight in respect of goods of his own and also goods belonging to the firm 
without distinguishing between his own and the firm’s goods). 

(r) Roots T. Dormer {Lord) (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 77 (where one person buys 
several different lots at a sale of land by auction, each lot forms the subject of a 
distinct contract) ; Wharton v. Wcdton (1845), 7 Q. B. 474 (agreement to take a 
publichouse. A., who was not named as a party to the agreement, guaranteed 
payment by the tenant of certain penalties by signing a separate agreement 
written on the same document. It was held toat an agreement stamp in 
respect of the guarantee, as well as a lease stamp, was necessary ; compare 
Price y. Thomas (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 218. And see Nicholson v. Smith (1822), 3 
Stark. 128 ; Stoney. Metcalf ^SVb), 1 Stark. 53. 

(«) Robson V. Hall (1792), Peake, 172 ; Reed v. Deere (1827), 7 B. & 0. 261 (two 
agr^ments, the second varying the first; both must be stamped); Bacon v. 
Simpson (1837), 3 M. & W. 78 (indorsement enlarging time for performance of 
the agreement ; new stamp necessary) ; Stephens v. Lowe (1832), 9 Bing. 32 
(indorsement on bond altering the time for an arbitration ; agreement stamp 
necessary); Bowman v. NicJm (1794), 5 Term Hep. 537 ; Camwell y. Martin 
(1808), 9 mst, 190; Sutton y. Toomer (1827), 7 B. & 0. 416 (alteration in rate 
of interest) ; Knill v. Wiiliams (1809). 10 East, 431 ; BUI y. Patten (1807), 8 
East, 373 (policy on ship and outnt altered to ship and goods after commence- 
ment of risk) ; Trench y. Patton (1808), 9 East, 351. 

(t) Jacob y. Hart (1817), 6 M. ft S. 142 ; Byrom y. Thompson (1839), 11 
Ad. ft El. 31 ; Robinson y. Touray (1813), 1 M. ft S. 217 (ship described by wrong 
name in policy) ; Bawlell r. Loudon (1814), 5 Taunt. 359 (policy taken on goods 
instead of diip by mistake). 

(o) Jones y. Jones (1833), 1 Cr. ft If . 721 ; Spicep y. Burgess (1834), 1 Or. M. ft B. 
129; Matson y. Booth (1816), 6 M. ft S. 23% Downes y. Richardson (1822), 6 
B. ft Aid. 674. 

(b) Jacob y. Hart (1817), 6 If . ft S. 142 ; Walter v. Cubley (1833), 2 Or. ft If. 151. 

(c) By the Stamp Act, 1891 (54 ft 55 Yict. c. 39), s. 1 and Schedule, except 
where otherwise mentioned. Where an instrument is ohaigeable under two or 
more different categories, it must be stamped wi& ^ hi^er or highest duty 
{Speyer Brothers y. Inland Revenue Commissioners, [1908] A. 0. 92). 

(d) See title LainDLOBD aes Teeaet. 

(y ^ Southampton County Council y. Inland Revenue Commissioners (1905), 
' Cumberland County Council v. Inland Revenue Commissioners 
(1898), 78 L. T. 679. The duty in this case is sixpence. 

i/} Geo titles Tjxvaxt^ asd OmxjxBJa ; Mamiwbl akd SsbyahTs 
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of clerkship (g ) ; bank note (k ) ; bill of exchange, promissory note, Baor* 
and cheque (i) ; bill of lading (k) ; bill of sale (1 ) ; bond (m) ; charter- Agreements 
party (k) ; contract note for or relating to the sale or purchase of epecllloally 
stock or of any marketable security (n) ; covenant for securing the charged, 
payment or repayment of money, or the transfer or retransfer of 
stock (o) ; covenant in relation to any annuity or to other periodical 
payments (p) ; separate deed of covenant on the sale or mortgage 
of any property, and relating solely to the conveyance or enjoyment 
of, or the title to, the property sold or mortgaged, or to the produc- 
tion of the muniments of title relating thereto, or to all or any of 
such matters (g) ; letter of allotment or renunciation (r) ; policy of 
sea, life, or accident insurance, or insurance by way of indemnity 
against loss of or damage to property (s) ; settlement (t). 

1068 . An agreement which is the only or principal or primary Secmity for 
security for an 3 r annuity, or for any sum or sums of money at stated periodical 
periods, not being interest for any principal sum secured by a duly 
stamped instrument, nor rent reserved by a lease or tack; or 
which is a collateral or .auxiliary or additional or substituted 
security for any of such purposes where the principal or primary 
instrument is duly stamped ; or which is a contract for payment of 
a superannuation annuity, i.e., a deferred life annuity granted or 
secured to any person in consideration of annual premiums payable 
until he attains a specified age, and so as to commence on his 
attaining that age, is chargeable with the same ad valorem duty, 
although it is only an agreement under hand, as if it were a bond 
or other instrument under seal given as security for any of such 
purposes (a). 


(9) See title SoLiciTOBS. 

(X) See title Bankers and Bankino, Yol. I., p. 573. 

(») See title Bills of Exchanoe, Fromissobt Notes and Negotiable 
Instruments, Vol. n., p. 570. 

(Ai) See title Shippinq and Navigation. 

h) See title Bills of Sale, Yol. m., p. 76 . 

(m) See title Bonds, Yol. HI., p. 103 ; reference may be made to Durham 
Electrical etc. Co. y. Inland Revenue Ccmmitnonere (1909), 25 T. L. B. 348. 

(n) Ilie duty is one penny in the case of the yalue being more than £5 and less 
than £100, and one smiling where the yalue is £100 or moreu " Contract note ” 
is defined as the note sent by a broker or t^nt to hu principal (except where 
such principal is acting as broker or agent for a prindpEil) advising him of the 
sale or punmase of any stock or marketable security, and wnere a note advises the 
sale or purchase of more than one description of stock or marketable seouriW, it 
is for we purpose of stamp duty deemed to be as many contract notes as there 
are destviptions of stock or security sold or purchased (Stamp Act, 1691 (54 A 
55 Yict. c. 39). s. 52 and Schedule ; Customs and Inland Bevenue Act, 1893 (56 
Yict 0. 7, B. 3). As to the penalty for omitting to send a duly stamped contract 
note, see Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. o. ^), ss. 52, 53 (3); Bevenue Act, 
1898 (61 A 62 Yict o. 46), s. 7 (1). 

i ) See title Mortoaob. 

0 See title IteNT-OEAitaEs and Annuitibs. 

) See titles Mortgagb ; Sale ob Land. 

) See title Companibs, Yol. Y. 

I See title Insubanoe. 

See titie Sbxtlbmbnts. 

) BweOmeat Avtomatk Ddivary Co, v. Inland Seveaue Oommtttlonen, [18951 
B. 484 (agreement for placing automatic machines at railway stations at a 
yearly rent, payable quarterly, determinable by three months* notioe) ; National 
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sacT, % 1069 . Any contract or agreement, whether under seal or under 

Agreements hand only, made in the United Kingdom (6), for the sale of any 
spedfloally equitable estate or interest in any property whatsoever {c), or for 
charged, jhe gije of any estate or interest m any property (d) except lands, 
Sale of tenements or hereditaments, or property locally situated out of the 

pxopeiij. United Kingdom (e), or goods, wares, or merchandise, or stock or 

marketable securities, or any ship or vessel or part, interest, or 
share of or in any sUp or vessel, is chargeable with the same ad 
valorem duty, to be paid by the purchaser, as if it were a conveyance 
on sale of the estate, interest, or property contracted or agrecMl to 


Telephone Co. y. Inland Revenue Oommieeionere^ [1900] A. 0. 1 (agreement under 
hand only for rental of private telephone wire and apparatus for a yearly sum 
payable in advance, determinable oy three months^ notice) ; Lewie v. Inland 
Revenue Commissionere, [1898] 2 Q. B. 290 (separation deed between husband and 
wife, providing for the payment of an annuity to the wife by muurterly payments). 
As to the amount of the duty payable, see title Bonds, Yoi. III., p. 103. Where 
the instiument contemplates weekly or other periodic^ payments for an ind^« 
nite period, the amount of the weekly or otner pericecal payment is the sum 
periodically payable on which the amount of duty is to be assessed, and not 
the aggregate of the periodical payments during we year {Clifford v« Inland 
Revenue Commiseionere. [18961 2 Q. B. 187; Jackeon v. Inland Revenue 


Revenue Commiseionere^ [181 
Commieeionere (1902), 87 L. 


2 Q. B. 187; Jackeon v. Inland Revenue 
269). As to the stamping of such ag^- 


ments after execution, see s. 15 (2) of the Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 
c. 39) ; and as to instruments providing for payment by instalments which 
are otherwise charged with ad valorem duty in respect of the sum so payable, 
see lAmmer Aephalte Paving Co. v. Inland Revenue Commieeionere (1872), L. E. 
7 Exch. 211. 


(b) An agreement is made in the United Kingdom within the meaning of the 
Act if it is executed in the United Kingdom by a party whose execution is 
necessary to make it complete and perfect {Inland Revenue Commieeionere v* 
Muller & Co.*e Margarine, [1901] A. U. 217). 

(c) E.g.^ the equity of reoemption of land in a colony {Farmer & Co. v. Inland 
Revenue Commieeionere^ [1698] 2 K. B. 141), or the benefit of a contract to pro- 
vide land for a factory abr^ {Danubian Sugar Fackriee v. Inland Revenue 
Commieeionere, [1901] 1 K« B. 245), or a patent registered in a colony {Bmdiing 
Co. of Auetralia v. Inland Revenue Commieeionere, [1897] 1 Q. B. 175, 0. A«). 
But a contract for the sale of a lease whidi provides that, in the event of 
the landlord refusing 1^ consent to an assignment, the purchaser shall 
have the option of calling for a declaration of trust, is a contract for ti^e 
sale of the legal interest and not for the sale of an equitable estate or interest, 
even though a declaration of trust may in fact be executed, the purchaser 
not being under any obligation under the contract to accept such a dedmration 

i Weet London Syndicate v. Inland Revenue Commieeionere, [1898] 2 Q. B. 507, 
'• A*). 

{d) On the sale of a business as a going concern, including book debts to be 
taken as at the end of the preceding year, it was held that we book debts were 
property on the consideration for which ad valorem duty was payable, although 
the debts had for the most part been paid before.^e date of the agreement, and 
wholly paid before completion {Measuree Brothere v. Inland Revenue Commieeionere 
(1900), 82 L. T. 689). And see as to the meaning of property the cases cited in 
the preceding note. 

(e) A patent registered in a colony, and the sole licence to use it in a district 
of the colony, are not locally situated out of the United Kingdom within the 
Act {Belting Co. of Australia v. Inland Revenue Commieeionere^ FlSS^] 1 Q. B. 
175, 0. A), nor is the benefit of a contract to provide land for a Jactory abroad 
(BanuWan Sugar Factoriee r, Inland Revenue Commieeionere^ [1901] 1 K« B. 245)i 
^t the goodwill of a business abroad, all the customers of wUw are resident 
wroad, is property locally situated out of the United Kingdom (Inland Revenue 
Commieeionere v. Muller A Co:e Margarine, [1901] A. 0. 217)* 
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be sold (/), provided that where any euch contract or agreement is Smr. 3. 
stamped wiu the fixed dnt^ of ton shillings if under seal, or Agreements 
sixpence if under hand only, it is regarded as duly stamped for the specifically 
mere purpose of proceedings to enforce specific performance or to c harge d, 
recover damages for the breach thereof (p). 

Where a purchaser who has paid the ad valorem duty on any 
such contract or agreement enters into a contract for the sale of 
the property before having obtained a conveyance or transfer 
thereof, such contract, if the consideration is in excess of the con* 
sideration for the original sale, is chargeable with ad valorem duty in 
respect of the excess, and otherwise is chargeable with the fixed 
duty of ten shillings or of sixpence, according to whether it is 
under seal or under hand only (Ji). 

Sect. 8. — What Documents require Stamps. 

1070. It is not necessary, in order to render a document liable to Docnmenti 
stamp duty as a memorandum of an agreement, that it should reqairing 
contain all the terms of the contract between the parties, or that it 
should be a sufficient memorandum to satisfy the provisions of the 
Statute of Frauds (t) ; it is enough that it contains evidence of some of 
the terms, provided that it is intended as a record of the agreement 
of those terms binding both of the parties (t). 

But a document is not liable to the duty unless it is evidence of 
an agreement between the parties. Thus, a written proposal, 


(/) The Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict c. 39), & 59 (1). The duty on a 
conveyance on sale is as follows: — 

Where the amount or value of the consideration for the 
sale does not exceed £5 . 

Exceeds £5 and does not exceed £10 . 


£10 

£15 

£20 

£25 

£50 

£75 

£100 

£125 

£150 

£175 

£200 

£225 

£250 

£275 

£300 


£15 

£20 

£25 

£50 

£75 

£100 

£125 

£150 

£176 

£200 

£225 

£250 

£275 

£300 


d. 

6 

0 

6 

0 

6 

0 

6 

0 

6 

0 

6 

0 

6 

0 

G 

0 


For every £60, and also for any fractional 

part of £50 0 5 0 

Where duty has been duly paid on the agreement no further duty is payable 
on the oonveyuoe m transfer of the prepe^ (tbtd., s. 59 (3), (5) ), and the duty 
is returnable ^if the agreement is afterwards rescinded or annwed, or for any 
other reason u not substantudly Carried out (ibid,, s. 59 (6) ). 

/it'd., a. 69 (4). 

(A) Ibid., a 69 (2). 

(t) 29 Oar. 2, o. 8; and see JSatnshotUm v. Mortky (1814), 2 M. &. S. 446 
(written mmnorandum deUvered by auctioneer to bidder to whom lands were let 
ty aucturn containing a desoription of the lands, the rent payable, and tiie term 
for which they were Mt) : (Hover v. HaUeett (1867), 2 H. & N. 487 (guarantee for 
wot not stating the oonnderation). 
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SaoT. 8. oontaining the terms on which a person is willing to contract, which 
IVhat must be accepted either by words or acts in order to constitute an 
Documents agreement, does not reqaire a stamp ; and if such a proposal is 
nqnire acc^ted orally, or by doing the acts necessary to complete the 
Stamps, contract, without any written assent, no stamp duty is payable (ft). 
A written acceptance of an offer with variations is for this purpose 
a mere proposal ( 1 ). 

On the other hand, if an oral proposal is accepted in writing, 
the written acceptance, being evidence of the agreement, must be 
stamped (m). The same rule applies to a draft agreement which is 
orally assented to but not executed (n), and where an oral agree* 
ment is made with reference to the terms of a written document, 
and BO as to incorporate those terms, the document is not admis- 
sible in evidence, and consequently the agreement cwnot be proved, 
unless the document is stamped (o). But if a written agreement 
refers to some other document so that the two documents form 
only one contract, it is sufficient if one of the documents is 
stamped (p), and an unstamped agreement, the provisions of which 
are incorporated in another agreement duly stamped, is admissible 
as evidence of the terms of the latter agreement (q). 

An instrument is not chargeable with duty as an agreement 
unless it is binding either as an agreement or evidence of w agree- 
ment on both parties (r) : nor is a memorandum which is merely 

(ft) Hudtpeth T. Yarndd (1850), 9 0. B. 625 (written proposal for engagement 
of actor at a certain salary): Drant v. Broum (1825), 3 B. & 0. 665 (written 
offer verbally accepted) ; Edgar v. B(tcft(1816), 1 SWk. 464 (prospeotos con- 
taining terms on which a person was wiUing to be employed ; employment by 

? arol on terms of prospectus) ; Vdllant v. Fwher (1847), 1 Exdi. 20 ; WBley v. 
'arratt (1848), 3 Exch. 211 ; BelheU t. Bhncowt (1841), 3 Scott (K. B.), 568 
(memorandum in course of negotiations for a tenancy arranged orally, that the 
landlord was willing that the proposed tenant shoula Irave in oertam events : 
held, a mereproposal in regard to one point under discussion, and no stamp 
requisite) ; IFard v. Londetborough (1852), 12 0. B. 252 ; Mowatt v. L<mde$hcfrou^ 
{Lord) (1854), 3 E. & B. 307 ; CZay v. Oro/la (1851), 20 L. J. (ex.) 361 (prospectus 
from schoolmaster stating the terms on which he was willing to receive pupils ; 
compare Williamt v. Stoughton (1817), 2 Stark. 292) ; Doe d. Bingham r. Ckart- 
wright (1820), 3 B. & Aid. 326; Hawhine v. Warre (1825), 3 B. & 0. 690; 
Walker v. Bostron (1842), 9M. & W. 411 ; Demon v. Hayward (1835), 2 Ad. &E1. 
666 . 

(Z) Vdllane v. Fletcher, twpra; Willey v. Parrott, eupra; Moore y. Oarwood 
(1849), 4 Exch. 681, Ex. Oh. (where a defendant refused to produce the original 
offer after notice, and the plaintiff produced a written acceptance contauing 
various provisions, it was h^ that the documents could not be presumed to be 
ad idem, and therefore the acceptance was admissible without a stamp). 

(m) Hegcaiy v. MUne (1854), 14 0. B. 627 ; WWiame v. Stoughton (1817), 2 
Stark. 292 (schoolmaster’s prospectus sent, td -father containing the terms on 
which his sou had been accepted at the school) ; compare Olay v. Orgfte, eupra, 
note (ft). 

fn) Ohadwick v. OlarJce (1845), 1 0. B. 700. 

(o) Turner y. Power (18w), 7 B. A 0. 625 (parol agreement tor a tenant on 
the terms contained in a lease between other parties): and see AkoA y. Delay 
(1855), 4 E. & B. 660. 

Ip) Peak V. DiScen (1834), 1 Or. M. A B. 422. 

(q) Pearce y. CheOun (1835), ^Ad. A EL 225. 

(r) Lueae y, Beaeh (1840), 1 Scott (ir. B.), 350 (minute of resolution of a 
Moeptanoo of a tender) ; Vaughtm v. Brine (1840), 1 Scott (h. “ 
258 (similar minute for appointment of deidc or seoretaiy at a certain salary) : 
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given as evidence of the performance or part-performance of a com- 
plete anterior oral agreement (<), or which is a mere recapitulation 
of a former agreement duly stamped (t). 

1071. An I.O.U., or bare acknowledgment of a loan or of 
indebtedness, containing no provision as to payment or other 
evidence of the terms of an agreement, does not require any 
stamp (a), and the addition of the words “ for value received ’* makes 
no difference in this respect (b). Even if an I.O.U. or acknowledg- 
ment contains a promise to pay interest at a specified rate, it does 
not require a stamp unless the value of the agreement for payment 
of interest is more than five pounds (c) ; but where the instrument 
specifies a day for payment or in other respects affords evidence of 
the terms of an agreement between the parties, it must be stamped 
as a promissory note or agreement, as the case may be (<2). 

1072- Where a document contains no evidence of the terms of an 
express agreement, but merely of a fact from which an agreement is 
implied by law, as, for instance, a mere acknowledgment of the 
deposit of goods, from which a promise to redeliver on request is 
implied (s), or a mere direction or request to pay money from which 
the law implies a promise of reimbursement (/), it need not be 
stamped (g). 

1073. If a bill of exchange or promissory note contains evidence 
of any agreement between the parties beyond the mere contract 


Beeching v. WesOtrock (1841), 8 M. &W. 411, jwr Parse, B.,aiid Alpersow, B., 
at pp. 412, 413 ; Btacmadl v. M'Naughtan (1841), 1 Q. B. 127. 

(*) Be Parquet v. Page (1850), 15 Q. B. 1073. 

(t; MareluM v. Potodl (1846), 9 Q. B. 779. 

(o) Fisher v. Leslie (1795), 1 Esp. 426 ; Pagner. Jenkins (1830), 4 C. & P. 324 ; 
Israel v. Israel (1808), 1 Gamp. 499 ; Huxleg v. O'Connor (1837), 8 0. & P. 204, 
(“ Mr. H. has adranc^ mo £12 on furniture etc. delivered to nim ” : held, no 
stamp requisite); Wdlardv. ifo8s(1823), 1 Bing. 134; AIulletty,Huichison{\828), 
7 B. & 0. 639 ; Sibree y. Tripp (1846), 15 M. & W. 23. In Beeching v. Westbrook 
(1841), 8 M. & W. 411, it was held that letters containing promises to remit 
mone^, and making excuses for not having done so, for the maintenance of an 
legitimate child of the promisor, merely amounted to acknowledgments of 
indebtedness and did not require stamping ; see, however, as to the necessity 
of a receipt stamp in the case of an acknowledgment of the payment or receipt 
or depositof money, p. 452, ante. In Waikitu v. Hewlett (1819), 1 Brod. & Bing. 1, 
it was held that a receipt for a promissory note expressing an executory con- 
sideration (the nudntmiwoe of an illegitimate child) on which the money secured 
by the note was to be paid, was sufficiently stamped as a receipt. 

(5) Ootdd T. Coombs (1845), 1 0. B. 543. 

(c) Mdanotte y. Teasdale (1844), 13 M. & W. 216. See p. 539, post. 

(d) Brooks v. Elkins (1836), 2 M. & W. 74 (LO.U. specifying a date for pay. 
menm ; compare Hyne y. Bewdney (1852), 21 L. J. (a B.) 278, where it was held 
that the woru ** borrowed this day of J. H. £100 for one or two months” were 
a mere adpowledgment, and that the document did not require stamping either 
as a promissoty note or as an agreement. 

(«) BladcioeU ITNaughitan (1841), 1 Q. B. 127 ; and see Langdon y. Wilson 
(1828). 2 Man. & By. (K. B.) 10. 

(/) Parker y. Bu!bm (1836), 1 M. & W. 30. 

(y) NoQey y. Wdib (1848), 5 0. B. 834 (a(dmowledgment by A. that B. had 
smepted an accommodation HU lor him and promise to provide for it : held, 
^pv an acknowledgment Iran which the law would imply a promise to 
.-1. ^ necessary). , 
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Gqntbact. 

for payment in accordance \rith the terms of the instrument, it 
must not only be stamped as a bill or note, but with an additional 
duty as an a^eement (/<) ; and any agreement indorsed on a bill 
or note enlarging the time for payment or otherwise altering the 
terms of the original contract requires an agreement stamp (t). 

1074. Any instrument under hand only (not being a promissory 
note or bill of exchange) given upon the occasion of the deposit of 
any share warrant or stock certificate to bearer, or foreign or 
colonial share certificate, or any security for money transferable by 
delivery, by way of security for any loan, or making redeemable or 
qualifying a duly stamped transfer, intended as a security, of any 
registered stock or marketable security, is chargeable with stamp 
duty as an agreement (k). 

Sect. 4. — Exemptions. 

1075. The following are exempt from duty : — 

(1) Any agreement or memorandum the matter whereof is not of 
the value of five pounds. 

(2) Any agreement or memorandum for the hire of any labourer, 
artificer, manufacturer, or menial servant (t). 

(8) Any agreement, letter, or memorandum made for or relating 
to the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise. 

(4) Any agreement or memorandum made between the master 
and mariners of anyjhip or vessel for wages on any voyage coastwise 
from port to port in the United Kingdom. 

(5) Any instrument for the sale, transfer, or other disposition 
either absolutely or by way of mortgage, or otherwise, of any ship 
or vessel, or any part, interest, share, or property of or in any ship 
or vessel. 

(6) Any instrument of apprenticeship, bond, contract or agree- 
ment entered into in the United Kingdom for or relating to the 
service in any of His Majesty’s colonies or possessions abroad of any 
person as an artificer, clerk, domestic servant, handicraftsman, 
mechanic, gardener, servant in husbandry, or labourer (m). 

(7) Any memorandum, such as an acknowledgment of a debt for 
the purpose of interrupting or defeating the operation of the Statutes 
of Limitation rendered necessary by Lord Tenterden’s Act (n). 


(A) Niclwlton v. Smith (1822), 3 Stark. 128 (bill of ezobange ezprossmg the 
terms of an agreement between landlord and tenant) ; and see Smith v. Sight- 
ingale (1818), 2 Stark. 375. 

(0 Stone V. Metcalf (1815), 1 Stark. 63. . . * • 

(A:) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict o. 30), a. 23. 

(l) In U 'Ueon v. Zidueta (1849), 14 Q. B. 405, it was held that an agreement 
for the employment of fiiemen and stokers on board ship was wuhin this 
ezemption. 

(m) The foregoing exemptions are contained in the schedule to the Stamp 
Act, 1891 (54 A 55 Yict. c. 39). There are a large number 6f exemptions under 
statutes relating to particular subjects othw uum stamp duties, as to which 
see the appropriate titles. 

(n) Statute of Frauds Amendment Act, 1828 (9 Geo. 4, c. 14) ; see s. 8 ; JforrM 
▼. Diam (18M), 4 Ad. A El. 845 (although the ai^owledgmeni otmtains an 
express pnanise to pay); Taylor n. ^e(1847), 16 M. A W. 666. 
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(8) Any inBtrument or document, except a mortgage, issued, given. Sect. 4. 

or made by a registered building society under its rules or under Ezemptiims. 
the Building Societies Acts (o). — 

(9) Certain policies of insurance and other documents given by or 
in connection uith registered friendly societies (p). 

1076 . In ascertaining the value for the purpose of the exemption Compatation 
of any agreement or memorandum, the matter whereof is not of 
the value of five pounds, the matter to be valued is the obligation 
undertaken by the agreement, and not the property or thing which 
is the subject of the obligation {q). Thus, in the case of an agree- 
ment for warehousing goods the matter to be valued is the rent 
payable (r), and in the case of an agreement for the carriage of goods 
the amount of the carriage (s), and not in either case the value of 
the goods. So, if a person agrees to pay interest on a bill of 
exchange in the event of its not being paid at maturity, the question 


(o) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict. c. 42), s. 41. See title Builb- 
iNO Societies, Vol. III., p. 372. 

(p) Friendly Societies Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Yict. c. 25), s. 33. See title 
Friendly SodEXiES. 

(а) Pemberton v. Vaughan (1847), 10 Q. B. 87 (agreement to give up premises 
and goodwill of business for £7, and not to o|^n a shop of a similar kind in 
the neighbourhood under a penalty of £20 : hold, that the subject-matter of 
the agreement was not the penalty and that it was not of the value of £20). 
Under a former Stamp Act, imposing a duty on every agiDcmont where 
the matter thereof should be of the value of £20, it was held that in oidcr 
to be liable to duty it must appear affiimatively that the matter of the 
agreement was of that value (Feltham v. Cartwright (1839), 7 Scott, 695; 
R. V. Enderby (Inhahitanls) (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 205; Semplt v. Steinau (1853), 
8 Exch. 622; Wrigley v. ^ith (1834), 5 B. & Ad. 1117); that it was not 
sufficient that it might ultimately turn out to be of that value unless it 
was so in its nature and inception (Melanotie v. Teaedah (1844), 13 M. & W. 
216 ; Liddiard v. Oale (1850), 4 Exch. 816 (agreement for work to be done at a 
ceitain price per rod : held, that as it did not appear at the time of the contract 
that the work woidd amount to £20, no stamp was necessary, although in the 
result it exceeded that sum) ; Cox v. Bailey (1843), 6 Man. & Q. 193 (indemnity 
given on the withdrawal of a distress for rent amounting to 246. : held, no stamp 
required though the sum sought to be recovered under the agreement exceeded 
£20) ; Lloyd v. Maneedl (1850), 1 L. M. & P. 130 (reference to arbitration of all 
mattm in dispute) ; Browne v. Dawson (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 624 (rules for the 
government of a sdiool providing the terms of the master’s office, signed by 
Uie master and trustees of the swool) ; and also that the onus was on the 
party objecting to the want of a stamp of proving the value of the agreement 
lllill V. .Romm (1843), 5 Man. & O. 789). It was held, further, that Uie 
agmment must be one the value of which was capable at the time of being 
estimated and ascertained {Liddiard v. Oofs, supra; Orford v. Colt (1818), 2 
Stark. 351 promise of marriage held not to require any stamp). It is, how- 
ever, very questionable to what extent, if at all, these cases are to Im relied on 
as author*. ties for the construction of the exemption under consideration. Under 
the former statute only agreements of a certain value were rendered liable to 
duty, whereas under tiie Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yict. c. 39), all ^reements 
are rendered so liable, except those expressly exempted, and on principle the 
burdm would seem to be on the person aUoging that an agreement falls 
within the exemption of proving it. 

(r) Baldwin v. Alsagtr (1844), 13 M. & W. 365. And see Chadwick v. Sills 
(1823), By, ft M. 15, where it was held in the case of a memorandum of the 
receipt of goods by a wharfiqger, that the wharfage to be paid was the matter 
to be valuM and not the value of the goods. 

(б) Latham v. (1823), By. ft M. 13. 
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CONTBAOT. 


sbot. 4. whether duty is payable depends on the value of the agreement to 

Exemptions, pay interest, and not on the amount of the bill (t) ; and similarly if 
— a debtor acknowledges a debt and undertakes to ^ay interest thereon 
at a specified rate until it is paid (a). Where, m consideration of 
the withdrawal of a distress for rent, the tenant signed a memo* 
randum admitting the amount due and declaring that in default 
of payment by a certain day the landlord should be entitled to make 
a second entry for the purpose of distraining, it was held that the 
matter to be valued was the indemnity against an action for a 
second entry, neither the amount of the rent nor the value of the 
goods being material (&). 

Sale of gooda. 1077. The exemption of agreements and memoranda relating to 

the sale of goods extends not only to agreements for the sale of 
goods and memoranda of such agreements (c), but also to collateral 
agreements connected with a sale of goods, as, for instance, a 
continuing guarantee for the price of goods to be supplied to a 
third person (d) ; an agreement by a broker to indemnify his 
principal against a loss on the resale of goods bought on his 
behalf (e) ; an agreement by a person who has bought goods to 
give another person a half-share in the property bought (/) ; an 
agreement to share profit or loss in respect of goods bought by one 
person for the joint account of himself and tibe person entering 
mto the agreement (^) ; a guarantee in consideration of goods 
being assigned to a third person of the sale thereof and payment 
of the price (h ) ; or an agreement cancelling a contract for the 
sale of goods (t). The exemption is to be construed liberally in 
favour of the subject, and extends to agreements for the sale of 
future goods, and any agreement which in the ordinary course of 
events would ultimately relate to the sale of goods {k), and also to 
agreements for the sale of goods which contain stipulations as to 
other matters incidental thereto (1). 


(() Semple t. Sieinau (1853), 8 Exch. 622. 

(o) Taylor v. Steele (1847), 16 M. & W. 665 ; Mdanotie v. Teaedale (1844), 13 
M. & W. 216. 

S HtU T. Ramm (1843), 5 Mao. & G. 789. 

See Chirr r. Scuddt (1855), 11 Exch. 190 ; Chaffield v. Cox (1852), 21 L. J. 
(Q. B.) 279 (agreement for goods to be sapplied to a third person, the price to be 
set os against an existing debt owing by the seller to the buyer). 

(d) Martin v. Wright (1845), 6 Q. B. 917 ; Warrington y. Jrurbor (1807), 8 
East, 242; Waikint y. FYnce (1818), 2 Stark. 368. 

(e) Curry y. Edentor (1790), 3 Term Bep. 624. 

(/ ) Mareon y. Short (1835), 2 Scott, 243. « . 

! g) Venning y. Ledde (1810), 13 East, 7. 
h) Sadler y. Johnson (1847), 16 M. & W. 775. 
t) WhitiDorth y. Crockett (1818), 2 Stark. 431. 

k) Qurr y. Seudds (1855), 11 Exch. 190, jper Pollock, O.B. ; Sadler y. Johnson 
(1847), 16 M. ft W. 775, per Platt, B., at p. 777; Finner y. Arnold (1836), 2 
Gr.M. ft B. 613 (sole of press, to be ready for deliyeryin three months ; price to 
be pud by instalments during the three months imtil deliyery) ; Hughes y. 
Breeds (1826), 2 0. ft P. 169 (sale of goods to be finidied in workmanlike 
Banner); Wilke y. Atkinson (1816), 6 Taunt. 11 (contract for sale and ddiyery 
of oil not then expressed from the seed); compare Buxton y. BedaU (1803), 
8 East, 803. 

(I) Heron y. Changer (1805), 6 Esp. 269. 



641 


Part IX.~-STAiiip Duties. 

But, in deciding whether an agreement is exempt from duty 
regard must be had to the primary object of the agreement. A 
letter from a principal to his factor inclosing bills drawn on the 
factor and promising to provide for them in the event of certain 
goods in the factor’s hands remaining unsold at the maturity of 
the bills is not exempt as relating to the sale of the goods, the 
primary object being not the sale of the goods, but to obtain an 
advance on them (m) ; and an agreement for the sale of goodwill 
is not exempt from duty merely because it also relates to a sale 
of goods (n). An executory agreement for the manufacture and 
erection of machinery is not within the exemption (o). 

The exemption from duty of agreements relating to the sale of 
goods does not extend to instruments under seal ( p ) ; nor to hire* 
purchase agreements, which are chargeable with the fixed duty of 
sixpence or ten shillings, according to whether they are under hand 
only or under seal 


(m) Smith V. Gator (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 778. Compare Southgate v. Bohn 
(1846), 16 M. & W. 34, vhere it vas held that a memorandum of an advance by 
an auctioneer on goods which were sent for immediate sale in order to repay 
the advance was exempt because tibie sale of the goods was directly contemplated 
by the agrmment. 

(oj Buxton V. Bedall (1803), 3 East, 303 ; and see Foreyth y. Jervit (1816), 1 
Stark. 437. 

(p) Clayton v. BuHenthaw (1826), 5 B. & 0. 41. 

(j) Finance Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 13), s. 7. 


CONTRACTOR. 

See Building Contracts, Engineers and Architects. 


CONTRACTOR, DEFENCE OF 
INDEPENDENT. 


SaoT. 4. 

Exemptions. 


Deeds. 


See BuiLDiMa Contbaots, Engineers and Arohiieois ; Master 

AND Servant. 



( M2 ) 


CONTRIBUTION. 

See CoupANiEe ; Cohtraot; Bbscbhi ahd Bistbibvtion; Guaraktbb 
Mobtoaob; Parthbbship; Shippino and Navioation. 

CONTRIBUTORY. 

See Companies. 


CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIGENCE. 

See Neglioencb. 


CONTUMACY. 

See EcciiESiASTioAL Law. 


CONYERBION. 


See Tboybb and Gomybb8XON< 



( 648 ) 

CONVERSION AND RECONVERSION IN 

EQUITY. 

See Trusts and Trustees. 


CONVEYANCER. 

See Barristers. 


CONVEYANCES. 

See Bill of Sale ; Deeds and other Instruments ; Fraudulent 
AND Voidable, CoNYBTANOBS ; Beal Property and Chattels 
Beal; Sale of Land. 


CONVEYANCES, PUBLIC. 

See Street Traffic. 


CONVICTION. 

See Criminal Law. 


CONVICTS’ PROPERTY. 


See Criminal Law. 
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CONVOCATION. 

See CoNSxiTUTioNAii Law; Eoolbbiasticaii Law. 


CONVOY. 

See Shipping and Navioaiion. 


CO-OWNERSHIP. 

See Fabtition ; Pebsonad Pbopebty ; Beal Pbopebtt and Chattels 

Beal. 


COPARCENER. 

See Beal Pbopebty and Chattels Beal. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW, 1—277 

act of State, injury to foreigner outside jurisdiction ratified GoTemment, is 
an, 66 

Admiralty, the, 88 — 92 

Board of, composition of, 88 

Permanent Secretary, duties of, 89 
causes, Eing*8 Proctor in, 79 
commissioners, powers of, 89 
lands vested in, as to, 89 
legal proceedings against, 92 
as to, 91 

nautical almanack, exclusive right to publish, 91 
tramways, powers as to, 91 
wireless telegraphy, powers as to, 91 
advertisements, power of Secretary of State to confirm bye-laws as to, 69 
advowsons, excepted from Crown Lands Act, 1702. ..148 
afiSrmation, in lieu of oath of executive officer, 25 

agent-general for volunteers and local militia, transference of powers of, 95 
agisters of royal forests, duties of, 182 

Agricultural 'Holdings Act, 1908, application of, to Crown lands, 191 

Duchy of Cornwall, 255 
Lancaster, 235 

alluvion land, property of whom, 116 

ancient monuments, care of, by Commissioners of Works, 136 
Archbishop, appointment of, as Cabinet Minister, unconstitutional, 37 
Army Council, civil member of, duties of, 94 
composition of, 93 

Director of Army Finance, duties of, 94 
duties of, 93 

finance member of, duties of, 94 
military members of, duties of, 94 
responsibility borne by Secretury of State for War, 94 
Secretary of, duties of, 94 
signature of, how affixed, 94 
Ashdown Forest, rights of commoners in, 190 
assessionable manors, enumeration of (in Duchy of Cornwall), 261 
attachment, court of, 183 
Attorney-General, the, 71 — 76 

attendance on House of Lords by, 73 
certificate on fiat, by, 75 
criminal law, in administration of, 74 
House of Commons, acting for, 74 
Lords, acting for, 74 

letters patent, his functions in connection with, 76 

molU fTOMegui. entry of, by, 74 

of County Palatine of Durham 76 

of Duchv of Lancaster, 76 

officer of the Crown, is an, 71 

original function 71 

peeram oases, in, 73 

precedence of, 72 

prohibition does not lie against, 71 

public rights, asseortion of, necessary party to, 73 

rightof xeidyo£,72 
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CONSTITUnONAIi I*A.W — eoMtinv^, 

Attorney-General, ihe^eontinued* 
sali^ of, 72 

trial at bar, right to demand, 74 . . * 

Attomeya and Soliciton Act, 1874, poxsont exempt from proTlnons of, T7 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, composition of, 104 

Bducation, assisted by consultative committee, 105 
composition of, 104 
legal proceedings by and against, 105 
seal of, 105 

Ordnance, lands vested in, transferred to Secretary of State for War, 05 
Trade, the, 102—103 
departments of, 103 

extension of provisions of Crown Lands Act, 1829, to, 174 
foreshore, leases of, by, 145 

management of, by, 148 
powers over, 144 
inquiry by, as to, 103 
meaning of term, 102 

notice to, nccessaiy on registration of title to land below high-water 
mark, 113 

President of, assistants of, 102 

appointment of, how effected, 102 
Privy Council, a committee of, 102 
rules etc., of, validity of, how shown, 104 
bona vacantia^ definition of, 209 
Cabinet, 41 — 49 

advice of, to Crown, ought to be unanimous, 45 
choice of, depends on Prime Minister, 42 
decisions of, communication to Crown of, 45 
how arrived at, 45 

carried into effect, 45 

definition of, 41 

differences between individual Ministers settled by, 45 

documents, circulation of, 45 

evolution of present doctrines relating to, 7 

** legal memory,*’ how doctrines as to Cabinet are influenced by, 48 
majority of, fidlure of Minister to support vital decisions of, 49 
meeting of, outsiders summoned to, 43 
place of, 44 

presence of Sovereign a^ 45 
memben of, bound by Privv Councillor’s oath, 43 
no legal record of, 43 
members of the Ministry not in the, 88 
Minister, appointment it archbishop as, nnconstitntlonal, 57 

Lord Chief Justice as, unconstitutional, 87 
Ministers, offices usually held by, 87 
minutes of, 44 

Orders io Council, their general policy determined by Oablnet, 8 

Prime M[inister is medium of communication between Cabinet and Crown, 45 

Privy Council, originally committee of, 54 

questions submitted to, 44 

quorum of, no special, 44 

summoning of, mode of, 44 

use of term, history of, 41 

with circulation, 43 

of documents, 48 

certified copies of documents relating to Crown lands admissible In evldenoe, 178 
Chancellor of Exchequer, appointment of, how effected, 101 

duties oL 101 

Chanc^or of Palatine Chancery Court, powers of, 7# 

Charters of the Forests, enumeration of, 188 
chief rents, nature of, 207 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, 100 
Civil List, 271—273 
amount of, 271 
annuities provided for in, 271 
audit of, 212 

classes of expenditure of, 871 
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CONSTITUTIONAL UlW— continued. 

Civil Lilt — conUfmeA. 
meaning of tenn^ 109 

payments charged on Consolidated Fund, 272 
pensions in, 272 

Princesses’ Trustees, enumeration of, 271 
proTisiem for King's daughters, 271 
retired allowances, 272 
Civil Service Commissioners, as to, 81 

members of, are servants of the Crown, 81 
general position of, 80, 81 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, appointment of, 12 

fees of, 12 

payable to, 17 

transference of duties of Clerk of the Petty Bag 
to, 11 

Petty Bag, duties of, transference of, to Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery, 11 

Signet, abolition of office of, 11 
Close-rolls, record of letters close on, 16 
Colonial Office, 86 — 87 
commission under sign manual, 9 
Commissioners, Civil Service, 81 

of His Majesty’s Treasury, 100 

Woods, Forests, and Land Revenues, 122 
Work8*^and Public Buildings, 132 — 133 
Consolidated Fund, Civil List payments charg^ on, 272 
conventionary tenements, meaning of, In 7 &: 8 Viet. c. 105... 261 
Copyhold Act, 1841, application o^ to Duchy of Cornwall, 255 
1894, application of, to Duchy of Lancaster, 236 
copyholds, enrolment oi documents concerning Crown, 175 
legal estate of, not vested in Commissioners, 194 
purchase of, by Commissioners of Woods, 194 

« indemnity to trustees on, 170 

Crown (or taking in exchange of)} indemnity to trustees on, 
197 

Council of India, composition of, 87 

County Palatine of Durham, Attorney-General o^ 76 

foreshore in, 114 
revenues of, 216 — ^217 

rights of Bishop of Durham in, 216 
rights of Palatinate Officers, 217 
Solicitor-General of, 76 
Lancaster. See alto Duchy of Lancaster. 

distinction of, from Duchy of Lancaster, 218 

early history of, as to, 2 1 7 

registration of lands of, 177 

revenues of, 217 — 238 

seal of. 219 

covenants for title, purchaser of Crown lands not entitled to, 167 
in Crown grant of land, release from, 158 
Crown advowson, application of purchase-money of, for parsonage house, 193 
alluvion land Delongs to, when, 116 

buildings etc.. Infections Diseases (Notification) Act, 1889, does not apply 
to, 200 

oommissions under the sign manual, 9 

communication of Cabinet with, through Prime Minister, 46 
oonsoltation with peers, 6 

oopyholda, application of Copyhold Act, 1894, to, 197 

(Crown having remainder or reversion), volantary enfranchise- 
ment of, 196 

enfranbhisement of, 194, 195 

detarmination of consideration for, 196 
sale for purpose of, 194 

enrolment of deed effecting ^e of freehold of, 194 
doenments conoeming, 175 
enfranchisement deed^ 195 
held by Crown in joint tenan<^ or ooparoeni^, 196 
legal estate of, not vested in Commiauoneis, 194 
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Grown oopjholds» no oompnlaory anfranohiaementi of, 197 

pnrohMO oit, indemnity to trueteeB on, 197 
oonnoUe (titolnr) of, 6 
dHuTion land belongs to, whmi, 116 
disputed olainis of, settlement ^ to be enrolled, 175 
estates granted by, protection against forfeiture of, 149 
Estate Faying Act^ 1861, does not apply to Grown lands, 198 
execntiTe and the Grown (in general), 5— 8S 
documents of, oraers, 9 

warrants, 9 

powers of, exercise of, medium of, 8 
delegation of, 6 — 8 
factories and workdiops, 199 
fisheries, 218 
fishing, right of, 215 
forediore, right to, 112 

rights in 'County Palatine of Durham, transfer to, of, 114 
forfeited estates, grants of, by, 149 

purchasers oi; protection of, 150 
game, right to (on wastes of Grown), 189 

grant eta, by (oontraiy to Grown Lands Act, 1702), yoid without inqnisi 
tion, 149 
of fishery by, 215 

treasure trove by, 213 
wreck by, 212 

interest of, power of Court to sell, 158 
Land Tracer Act, 1897, not bound by the, 178 
lands. Agricultural Holdinm Act, 1908, application of, 191 
ancient extent of, when evidence, 198 
Arbitration Act, application of, to, 1751 
arbitration concerning boundaries of, 175 

easements affecting, 175 

power to summon and examine on oath witnesses, on, 176 
boundaries of, arbitration concerning, 176 
bridges, conveyances of, 192 
building leases of, 164 

buildings erected on, in ignorance of title of Grown, as to, 166 

cemeteries, sites for, conveyances of, 192 

churdies, sites for, conveyances of, 192 

conditions in conveyances relating to, 154 

contracts relating to, no specific performance of, 151 

notices to comp^ performance of, 158 
Crown Estate Paving Act, 1851, application of, to, 198 
Defence Act, 1842, application of, to 202 
disposition prior to 1829.. *147 — 151 

under Grown Lands Acts, 1829 — 1906 etc., 151 — 209 
disputed claims as to, settlement of, 155 

donations of money arising from, for religions or educational 
purposes, 193 

easements affecting, arbitration concerning, 176 

ejectment hj purchaser of, from inclosed lands, 199 

enrolled dem eta, certifi^ copies of, admissible in evidence, 173 

memorandum on, proof of due execution and 
enrolment, 173 

enrolment of apporUonment of rent of, 175 
bonds of receivers, 175 
deeds concerning, 172* 

after proper time, 174 
by deposit of duplicate, 178 
fees on, 172 

deeds eta conoeming, vsilditj of, 174 
entry on, by persons anthorised by CommissiODerB of Woodi^ 158 
escheated, leg^ estate in, as to, 173 
examined copies of iecoras» when evidence, 198 
exchange of, 169 

maatj tag equality at, 169 
extent 111 

tpunt of (bj letters pateiitX ttUe to^ hew madsi 174 
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Crown lands, grant of, oonstmotion of, 160 

for building church etc., 151 
proof of, 166 

K ta etc. of, enrolled, Talidliy of, 153 
tsure of, as to, 199 

instmments concerning, Commiaaionera of Woods exempt from 
peraonal liability, 151 
relating to, stamp duty on, 15t 
land tax, redemption of, aa to, 178 

by Ctown tenants, 179 
grantee from Crown, 179 
under Statute, 179 

lease (new^ of, operates as a surrender, 166 

leasehold interest in, purchase of, 'bj Commissioners, 161, 168 

(in consideration of annuity, 161) 
repayment by instalments of price of, 161 
leases (inyalid) of, confirmation of, 168 

of, assignments of, not to be enrolled, 174 

(buildings haTkig been erected in ignorance of title of 
Crown), 166 

effect of licence or waiyer of forfeiture, 166 
exemption from stamp duty, 168 
for military purposes, 201 

^ small holdings and allotments, 192 
grantable under Crown Lands Act, 1702.. .147 
provisions as to, and formalities of, 163 
purchase of; by Commissioners of Woods, 159 
purchased by Commissioners of Woods, how dealt with, 
169 

relief from forfeiture for breach of covenant to insure in. 
168 

surrender of, 166 
what may be granted, 161 
lopwood, creation of rights of, as to, 189 
management of, 122 

unexercised powers of charging. 122 
mortgage of, costs of, 171 

enrolment of, 171 
exempt from stamp duty, 171 
receipt for moneys on, as to, 171 
when permissibly 170 
parsonages, sites for, conveyanoes of, 192 
Prescription Act, 1832, applioatian of, to, 206 
purcha^ of, deposit bv, 167 

not bound to sea to application of purchase money, 163 
entitled to covenants for title, 167 
quit rents sold, conveyances of, 4, 168 
receiver of profits etc., 124 
receivers, enrolment bt bonds of, 175 
re-entry on, 168, 164 
registration of, as to, 177 

(below high-water mark), 177 
release from covenants by Commissioners of Woods, 168 
of tenants of, from covenants etc., 167 
rent of, composition for arrears of, 165 

enrolment of apportionments o^ 175 
recovery eParrears of, 165 
sales etc. of, auction duty on, 165 

confirmation of invalid, 152 
fresh grant on void, 162 
stamp duty on, 154 

to be made under Treasury warrant, 151 

preceded bw survey and estimate of value, 162 
survey ol, when evidenos, 198 

preceding sale eta of, nature of, 152 
Telegraph AotSi restrictions under, 208 
tithes sffecthsig, cmnmutation of, 180 
title to^ evktenoe of, 198 
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Crt>wn*]aBda» title to, made by exemplification or constab of enrolment of lettera 
patent, 174 

Treaanry warrante, sales eta to be made ander, 151 
Lands Act, 1902, effect of, 147 

1866, does not apply to foreshore, 204 
legal officials (minor) of, 77 
advisers, 71 — 77 
representatives of, 71 — ^77 

(for Ireland), 72 
(for Scotland), 72 
livings, sale of, as to, 193 

markets and fairs. Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847, does not app*y 
to, 200 

power to abandon tolls of, 200 
Metropolis Management Act, 1855, does not apply to, 201 
mines (gold and silver), leases of, as to, 203 

the property of the, 117 
leases of, as to, 203 

of base metal, not the property of the, 117 
sale of, as to, 203 
under foreshore, right to, 118 
office of profit, effect of acceptance from, 40 
private estates of, 273 — ^277 

affected with prerogative privileges, 273 

exceptions, 273 

alienation of, how effected, 274 
assurance of, by trustees, 275 
copyholds, vesting of, in trustees, 276 
descent of lands in gavelkind, 273 
undisposed, 275 

land descending from collateral ancestors, 273 
purchased before accession, as to, 273 
lands neld feudally under a subject superior or in lease in 
Scotland, vesting of, in trustees, 276 
leaseholds, vesting of, in trustees, 276 
rates upon, 276 

right ol; Sovereign to dispose of, 274 
statutory definition of, 274 
suits relating to, as to, 276 
taxation of, 276 

(in Scotland), alienation of, how effected, 275 
personalty of, statutory, as to, 277 
property, exemption of, from taxation, 118 — 121 
liable to taxation, when, 120 

Public Health Acts Amendment Act^ 1907, not affected by, 205 
quit rents payable to, as to, 207 

removal by, from office, on address from both Houses of Parliament, 
23 

rents payable to, apportionment of, 206 

reference to Board of Agriculture, 206 
for piers etc. on Thames, 208 
responsibility of Ministers for acts of, 47 
revenues (hereditary) of, sources of, 108 — 109 

surrender of, 109 — 111 
(private), sources of. 111 
(retained^ of a heroditajy nature, 217 — ^271 
rules and regulations to be inadhby Treasury, 125 
(surrenderodf), application of residue, 180 

aiwng from Crown lands, 111 — ^209 

prerogative rights, 209 — 21 T 
as to possible resumption 111 
ecclesiastical pensions, applicatiem d purchase* 

money oL 181 
surrender of, 181 

If resumed^ to be olmrged with oertafai sums, 
128 

arines account^ 129 

payment of mieieiit perpetuities eta out ol| 180 
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Oxown teTenues CBun«&dered), pensions charged on, when payable, 183 

power of Treasury to release debts, 130 
reoeivers of, 189 

aecounts of, 140 
distress by, 139 

payments to Commissioners of Woods 
by, 189 

records and enrolments, 137 
,, surplus, disposition of, 129 

raising of money from, 129 
rights of, in foreshore, protection of, 113 
saltpetre, right to dig for, 118 
servants of, dismissal of, 22 
sewer rate, liability of, to, 206 
taxation, exemption from, of Crown property, 118 
title of, to estrays, 214 

flotsam, jetsam, and lagan or ligan, 210 
intestate’s unclaimed personalty, 209 
royal flsh, 216 

swans, 216 
treasure trove, 213 
waifii, 218 

Town Cardens l4x>tection Act, 1863, does not apply to, 208 
viscontial rents pavable to, as to, 207 
water rights of, power to waire, 208 

Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906, application of, to, 209 
wreck, right of passage to obtain, 212 
deeds, enrolment of, touching Crown lands, 172 

i by deposit of duplicate), 173 
validity of), 174 

Defence Act» 1842, application of, to Duchy of Cornwall, 257 

Lancaster, 237 

deodand, meaning of term, 108 

Department of Woods, Forests, and Land Bevenues, 122 — 132. See Woods, Forests, 
and Land Bevenues. 

Works and Public Buildings, 182 — 137. See Works and Publio 
Buildings. 

Departments of the State (in general), 79 — 82 
non-political, as to, 80 
political, as to, 80 

deportation, powers as to, entrusted to Home Secretary, 84 
diiUYion laxid, prop^y of whom, 116 
Director of Army Mnance, duties of, 94 
Public Prosecutions, as to, 78 
dismissal of servants of Crown, 22 
documents, executive, 8—18 
Duchy of Cornwall, accounts of, as to, 242 

presentation of, to Parliament, 242 
actions relating to, as to, 240 

Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908, application of, to, 255 
assessionable manors in, enumeration of, 261 
mining rights in, 261 
respect of which mineral rights were 
reser ved, 262 

building for church, school, or residence, grant of, 245 
capital money, applicatiaii of, 248 

eertificata on Hue of lands for redemption of land tax^ 
248 

couTentionary tenements in, as to, 261 
Copyhold Act, 1841, application of, to, 256 
oopyholds of, enfrsAohswment of, application of purchase- 
money, 250 

licaices as to, entry on court rolls, 245 
to build on, 244 
demise, 244 
improve, 244 

Defence Act, 1842, application of, to, 25T 
descent of, 229 
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Doohj of Oomwalli enrolment in offioe of (or examined oopj or oe[rtifloate)» proof 

of original inatroment, 265 
of iziatrumenta affecting property in, 264 
loreihore in, 118 

mines and minerals under, arbitration as to oompen* 

sation for, 260 
as to, 269 

compensation for damage 
^ occasioned by access to, 
260 

rightof access to, 269 

high or low water marks, referenoe of difference as to, to 
arbitration, 260 

ImproYement of Land Act, application of, to, 267 
improTements, application of capital money to, 249 

charge of sums adranced for, on roTenne of 
Dachy, 249 

Inclosure Acts, application of, to, 266 
informations filed by, as to, 240 
investments of, pavment of dividends of, 261 
sale of, 260 

application of mon^ produced by, 260 
variation of, 250 

keeper of records of, snit agtinst, 241 

lan^ of, alienation of, annual sums reserved on, redemption 

of, 244 
as to, 242 

consideration for, as to, 248 

payment of, 248 
of annuity or rent, 244 

assurances of; memorandum by auditor must be 
indorsed on, 248 
nature of, 248 

enforcement of payment of annuity charged on, 246 
exchanges of, enrolment of, 254 
grant of annuity in extinguishment of outstanding 
interest in, 246 
for church or school, 246 
cemetery, 246 

residence of clergyman, 246 
under Literary and l^entific Institutions Act, 
1864... 266 

Inalienable except under exprem statutory power, 
289 

leases (building) of, 262 

of, covenants in, effect of, 268 
enrolment of, 264 

for purposes of small holdings and allot- 
ments, 268 

in Lambeth, Surrey, 263 
new, in consideration of surrendered 
interests, 262 

rent to be reserved on, 262 
restrictions on, 262 

fines, 262 

surrenders of, 252, 268 
under, lOHtaiy Lands Act, 1892*..268 
with a view to inclosure, 262 
purchase-money of, application of, 248 
purchasers of, need not see to application of purchase* 
money, 248 

sales of, application of purchase-money, 260 
enrolment of, 254 
for redemption of land tax, 248 
le ases, what leases may be made, 251 
lessee of, sevetanoe of reverskm not to prejudice, 258 
limitation of actions, 267 

as to mines and mfneialst 269 
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Oochy of Cornwall, Umitatlon of aotiona, as to real pr«^>erty not within the oonnty 

of Cornwall, 267 
within the oonnty of 
Cornwall, 268 

Literary and Scientific InstitntionB Act, 1854, application of, 
to, 256 

management of, Acta regelating, 239 

during minori^ of Duke of Cornwall, 289 
when no duke is in existence, 240 
Manor of Tywamhaile Tyas, as to, 263 
Metropolis Management Act, 1862, application of, to, 257 
mines etc. in, right of Duke to search for and work, 264 
right to pull down machinery used in working, 266 
mining matters dealt with by judge of oonnty courts in Corn- 
wall, 266 

moneys of, in Bank of England, authorisation of payment 
out of, 250 
officers of, 241 

payment for redemption of land tax, 248 
Prescription Act, 1832, application of, to, 258 
property comprised in, in 1837, as to, 238 

of, arrangement of disputes concerning, 247 

disputes concerning reference to arbitration, 247 
enrolment of arbitration award concerning, 247 
protection of persons paying money under authority of, 251 
purchasers from, 251 
purchase of rents, annuities etc. by, 246 
rights of common etc. by, 246 

redemption of tand tax, application of capital money in, 248 
under Land Tax Redemption Act, 
1802.. .248 

registration of lands of, 177 
reyenues of, 238—270 

excluded from surrender by George III., 110 
seal of, custody of, 240 

second sons of King take by inheritance, not by fresh creation, 
239 

solicitor to, 77 

Stannaries Ck>urt, abolition of, 241 
tiUe to, 238 

Treasury control oyer, as to, 242 
Duke of Cornwall, enforcement of claims in equity against, 241 

meaning of, in Duchy of Cornwall Management Act, 1863.. .242 
mines etc. right to search for, and work, 264 
purchase of lands by, 246 

Duchy of Lancaster. See dleo County Palatine of Lancaster, 
accounts of, as to, 220 
acquired lands, how annexed to, 220 
afforestation in, 227 

Agricultural Holdings Act, 1908, application of, to, .235 
Attorney-General of, 76 
commission of sewers, direction of, into, 237 
Copyhold Act, 1894, application of, to, 236 
copyholds (enfranchise), charge on, by tenant for life, 225 
enfranchisement of, as to, 224 

by tenants for life, 225 
enrolment of, 238 
fees on, 226 

saying for leases on, 225 
stamp duty on, 226 

Defence Act^ 1842, application of, to, 237 
enrolment of instruments in, 238 
extent of, 218 

forest rights within, sale of, 223 

grant of land for churches and chapels, 228 

inelosares and diyisions, disoharge of sums charged through, 230 

Intestates Estates Act, 1884, application of, to, 236 

Laud Tan Redemption Act, 1802, application of, to, 237 
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Daeh j of Luoaster — emuUmMk 

lAiida Aot» 1876, application of pnrchaae-moiiej arising from sales authorised 
bT, 880 

lan& in, application of money to improTement expenses, 829 

enfranchisement of, application of purchase-money on, 228, 230 
payment of purchase-money on, 228 
enumeration of Acts containing provisions as to application to, 236 
exchange of, 228 

conveyance on, 227 
enrolment of, 238 
payment for equalisation of, 227 
surv^ on, 226 

grant of, to literary and scientific institutions, 222 
Improvement of l^d Act, 1864, application of, to, 236 
lease (ne^ of adjacent, (on erection of new buildings), 232 
leases of (buildings to be repaired or re-edified), 232 
as to, 281 
enrolment of, 238 
for accommodation of houses, 233 
building purposes, 231 

rent to be reserved on, 231 
gardens or other appurtenances, 233 
military purposes, 234 

purposes of small holdings or allotments, 234 
rent to be reserved on, 231 
management of, 219 

(mortgaged), lessees of, agreement with (for discharge of mortgage) 
234 

mortgage of, charge of moneys paid in discharge of, 234 

interest payable by lessee on discharge of, 234 

distraint for, 234 

mortgagees of, agreements with (for discharge of mortgage), 234 
redemption of land tax on, 228 
sale of, 221 

application of purchase-money on, 228 
assurance on, 221 

bank annuities for improvement of, 229 
(Duchy only entitled to undivided share), 223 
enredment of, 238 
for purposes of Defence Acts, 222 
redemption of land tax, 222 
(grounds pertaining to gaol etc.)* 223 
(intermixed with property of individuals), 223 
payment of purchase money on, 221, 228 
remote from other property of C^wn, 223 
to local authority, 221 
Fostmaster-Oeneral, 222 
manorial rights of, sale of, 228 

Metropolis Managraent Amendment Act, 18G2, application of, to, 286 
officers (ancient! of, 220 
(present) of, 220 
purchase of lands by, as to, 234 

conveyance on, 236 

rents of, sale of, 224 

application of purchase-money arising from, 230 
revenues of, 217 — ^^8 

excluded from surrender by Oedrge III., 110 

seal of, 219 
solicitor to, 77 

timber, sale of, on land leased for life or years, 227 
to owners in fee farm, 227 
tithes of, sale of, 223 
title of Sovereign to, 218 
tolls, markets etc. of, sale of, 223 
wastes of Crown within, sale of, 223 

e cyJe s i as ti ca l penskms chari^ on hereditary revenuea, application of purebate* 

moac^of, 181 • 

chaigea on hereditary revenoesy suneuder of, 181 
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CONSTITUTIONAL \4AM—eontiiaud, 

entohnent, Crown copybolda, of deeds of enfranchisement of, hy keeper of records, 

196 

on sale of (for purpofle of enfranchising), by steward 
of manor, 

of deeds etc* toncbing Crown Iwds, 172 
instruments in Duchy of Lancaster, 238 
JEpplng Forest, Commissioners of, disobedience to order of, 190 
enrolment of licences to hunt etc. in, 190 
management of, by Commissioners of Works, 136 
estrays, definition of, 214 

King’s beasts must not be taken as, 214 
preserration of, as to, 214 
property in, how acquired, 214 

eTidence, documents relating to Crown lands, how proved, 198 

enrolment in Duchy (of Cornwall) office of examined copy of instru- 
ments, 254 

exchange of Crown lands, 169 
money for equality of, 169 
exchanges in Duchy of Lancaster, 227 
Exchequer, the, 100 — 102 

executire, Crown and executive (in general), 6 — 33 
documents, 8 — 18 
offices, appointment to, 19 — 24 

by commission under the sign manual and 
signe^ 21 

declaration of the Sovereign, 21 
delivery of seals of office by Crown, 20 
letters patent under the Great Seal, 21 
minor, modes of, 21 
tenure of, 19 — 24 
ofiSicers, oaths to be taken by, 24 
powers of Crown, delegation of, 5—8 
eyre, the, a court of the royal forests, 183 
articles of, as to, 183 

Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, application of, to Crown, 199 
fees, clerk of Crown in Chancery, payable to, 17 

Crown Office department of Central Office, payable in, 18 
enfranchiscanent in Duchy of Lancaster, 226 
enrolment of deeds concerning Crown lands, 172 
Great Seal Patent Office, payable in, 18 

Lord Chancellor, payable on appointment or nomination by, 18 

patents of creation, 1 7 

Petty Bag Boles, 1848, payable under, 18, 19 

roll of soficitoni, relating to, 20 

Boyal grant, payable on appointment or nomination by, 18 
warrants for letters patent, 18 
fishery, oyster and mussel, leases of, 147 

meaning of term, 146 

flotsam, definition of, 210 

foielm enlistment, powers as to, vested in Home Secretary, 8^ 

Foreign Secretary, 86 

foreimers, powers rating to, intrusted to Home Secretary, 84 
foreimore, county palatine of Durham, in, 114 

Crown Lands Act, 1866, does not apply to, 204 
Crown’s interest in, Board of Trades powers over, 144 
disputed daims to, as to, 144 
exceptions from tnmsfeir of, to Board of Trade, 142 
management of, by Board of Trade, 142 
tnuisfer of [from Board of Trade to Commissioners 
of Woods and vice emd] proTisions for, 144 
rights to, 112—115 

protection of, 113 

deposit of plans relating to works on, 145 

Duchy of Cornwall, in, 118 

grant of, and bed of a river, by Crown, 168 

grantee of (from Crown), takes subject to public rights, 118 

leases of, by Board of Trade, 145 

mines under (in Cornwall), as to, 258 
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OONSTITUTIOKAIi JjAW—eontinued. 

foreshore, mines under, right of Crown to, 118 

protection of, prorisions rating to, 146 
right of aooess OTer, to mines end fiidieries, 147 
Crown to, 118 
rights (pubUo) in, 118 
works on, examination of proposed, 146 
forest, beasts of, as to what are, 182 
definition of, 118 

Forest of Dean, gav^ler appointed bj Treasury Commissioners, 128 
inolosoxe of land in, 190 

Forest of Hainault, award of Commissioners rating to, 190 
forests, charters of, enumeration of, 182 
cases relating to the law of, 182 
deer in, enumeration of statutes relating to, 188 
law of, distinot from common law, 188 
leases of, for making railways, 206 
wastes of, as to what beasts are commonable in, 182 
forestage, definition of, 182 
foresters of rojal forests, 182 

Game Act, 1831, not to afi!ect rights in royal forests, 188 
game, right to, on wastes of Crown, 189 

geological snnrey, administration of, by Commissioner of Works, 186 
Great Seal of Ireland, use of, 10 

Scotland, use ^ seal in substitution for, 10 
the Unit^ Kingdom, charters under, 17 

Commissioners of, judicial duties of, 63 
commissions under, 17 
counterfeiting of, is a felony, 61 
custodian of, Loid Chancellor is, 60 
destruction of old, 61 
grants under, 17 

illegal passage under, a misdemeanour, 14 
in commission, 69 
letters patent under, 17 

passage of documents under, formalities 
necessary to, 10, 11 
passage of proclamations under, 14 
under, substitutes for, 18 
use of, as to England and United Kingdom, 10 
IreUmd, 10 

wafer seal attached to what documents, IS 
writs under, their nature and purposes, 16 
Greenwich Hospital, goyemment of, 90 
Bis Majesty's Household, expenses of, amount allocated, 271 

salaries of, amount allocated, 271 

Home OfQce, the, 82 — 86 
scope of, 82 

Home Secretary, 82 — 86. Sbs Seeretaiy of State, Home Department. 

Household, officers of the, 106—108 
immigration, powers as to, Tested in Home Secretary, 84 
impeachment, responsibility of ministers, enforced by, 48 
Imperial Defence Committee, assistants of, 94 

comporition of, 94 
duties of, 94 

ImproTement of Land Act, 1864, application of, to Duchy of Cornwall, 257 

Lancaster, 236 

Inclosnre Acts, application of, to Duchy of Cosqwall, 266 
India Office, 87, 88 
departments of, 88 

permanent staff of, composition of, 88 
India, Secretary of State for etc., 87. As also Secretary of State. 

InfTOtious Diseases (Notification) Act, 1891, does not apply to Crown bnildiag etc#, 

inqnisitionB, special and general (royal forests), 188 
Iniq;>ector-General of the Forces, asratants of, 98 

dnties of, 94 

Intestfttea B ita t ea Act, 1884, Applieation to Daobr of Luonter, SM 
Irish OlBoe, the, 99. 100 ' ' 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW-HMMKimcMl 
jetMin, definition of» 210 

indges, writs of summons to Parliament, issue of, to, 6 
Justice Seat, Court of, a court of the royal forests, 183 
Justices of royal forest 182 

keeper of records (land reyenue) and enrolments^ 137 
King’s Harbour«>master, as to, .90 
King’s Proctor, duties etc. of, 79 

Lambeth, Sutxot, leases in, muted by Duke of Cornwall, 253 
Land Berenue Beoords and Bnrolments, Oflioe of, 187— -139 
land tax, Crown lands, redemption of, 178 

Land Tax Bedemption Act, 1802, application of, to Duchy of Lancaster, 237 

Land Transfer Act, 1897, does not bmd the Crown, 178 

lands formed by alluyion and diluvion, 116 

leases. Commissioners of Woods, dealings with, by, 169 

Crown lands, assignments of, not to be enrolled, 174 
of Crown lands 0>uilding), 164 

covenant to insure, r^ef from forfeiture for breach 
of, 168 

effect of licence or waiver of forfeiture, 166 
exemption from stamp duty, 168 
for military purposes, 201 

small holdings and allotments, 192 
(new) operates as a surrender, 166 
prbvisions as to, and formalities of, 163 
surrender of, 165 
what may be granted, 161 
mines, 203 

land in Duchy of Cornwall, 261 
Lancaster, 231 

prm and po9b fines, as to, 163 
jEtoyal forests, for railways etc., 186 

^ vesting in trustee in bankruptcy, 187 

letters patent under the Great Seal, 17 
ligan, definition of (or lagan), 210 

light, right to, cannot be established against Commissioners of Woods or their 
lessees, 167 

limitation of actions in Duchy of Cornwall, 267 

Literary and Scientific Institutions Act, 1864, application of, to Duchy of Com* 
wall, 266 

Local Government Board, the, 103 — 104 

local authorities, exercises general supervision over, 104 
members of, 103 

lopwood, creation of rights of, in manor in royal forest, 189 
Lord Chancellor, 66—64 

appointment of, how effected, 65 
declaration against transubstantlation by, as to, 66 
duties of, administrative, 60, 61 
judicial, 62, 63 


68—60 


ex-Lord Chancellor, an sxe offMo member of Court of Appeal, 63 

Great Beal, as custodian of, 60, 61 

head of the judiciary, as, 61, 62 

history of, 68 

judicial ofiioer, as, 62 

jurisdiction, criminal (original), now obsolete, 62 
of (early), over hukrupts, 64 
in Scotland, 68 
miscellaneous, 64 
over coroners, 64 

iustice of the peace, eirfafs tU/iciif 63 
Lord High Steward, as, 63 

medium of communication between Sovereign and Parliament, 59 

member of the Cabinet, as, 58 

nature of the ofifice (generm), 66—68 

oaths to be taken by, 66 

patronage of the Cmwn, exercising, 64 

pension of, 67 

place in Parliament of, 67 
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CX)NSTITDTIONAD IthW—eamOnMed. 
jMcd Chancellor — e0Htimi*d. 
political duties of| 68—60 
precMMlenoe of « 57 

Prolocutor of House of Ix>rd8, as, 58, 68 
purse-bearer to, office of, aow abolished^ 13 
qualifications for post of, 66 
rank of, 60 
salary of, 56 

Speaker of House of Lords, as, 58, 63 
tenure of office by, 57 
treason to slay (being in his place), 58 
writs of summons tested in name of, 62 
Lord Ohamberlaln, duties of, 107 

Lord Chief Justice, appointment of, as Cabinet Minister unconstitutional, 
87 

Lord High Admiral, office of, histoiy of, as to, 88 
Lord Keeper, jurisdiction of, 60 
Lord Lieutenant, acts of, are acts of State, 99 
Lord Priry Seal, office of, as to, 65 

Mersey, conserrator of, appoint^ by Treasurer Commissioners, 123 
Manor of Tywamhaile, as to, 261, 262, 263 

Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847, does not apply to Crown, 200 
markets and fairs, tolls belonging to Crown, power to abandon, 200 
matrimonial causes. King's Proctor in, 79 
member of Parliament, resignation of, offices necessitating, 40 
Metropolis Management Act, 1855, does not apply to Crown, 201 

1862, application of, to Duchy of Cornwall, 357 

Lancaster, 236 

Military Lands Act, 1892, land in New Forest not to be taken under, 188 

leases of lands of Duchy of Cornwall under, 263 
mines, compensation for damage done by Duke of Cornwall in searo^ng for and 
working mines, 265 
Crown property, which are, 116 
Duke of Comwi^'s right to search for and work, 264 
under foreshore, right of Crown to, 118 
Ministry, 84 — 51 

dismissal of, by Crown in assertion of personal wishes, 49 
dissolution of, 49 — 51 

death, resignation, or dismissal of Premier, a, 51 
delay in forming new Ministry on, 85 
formation of, 84 — 88 
general status of, 89 — 41 

members dismiasible without cause assimed, 41 

of, not necessarily members of either House, 40 
resignation of, postponed till Tote of want of confidence, 50 
through adrerse Tote of Parliament^ 48 
responsibility of, enforoed by Impeachment, 48 

for erents leading to acceptance of office, 49, 50 
to Parliament of, 47 
retirement of, with Calfinet, 41 


salaries of, usually Toted annually, 89 
unanimity of, a corollary of ocdleotiTe reigHmsibility, 49 
mortgage of Crown land, costa of, 171 

enrolment of^ 171 
exempt from stamp duty, 171 
receipt for mortga^ monej* as to, 171 
when pmnisdbla, 170 ' 

nautioal almanack, published by Admiralty, 91 
US eaeat 84 

Kew Forei^ inolosure of land In, as to, 190 

militaiT manoBUTies in, as to, 203 
oath, affirmation in lieu of, 26 

declaration of fidMity in lieu of, 26 
judicial, 34 

municipal, dedaxatlon In Ueu of, 36 
of allegiaiice, 34 
homageu 36 
official, 34 
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CKOrSTiTUnOKAl. 

oath of PziTT Ckmncil^ onbetanoe of, 51 
oaths. indlehO, 24—28 
of olSce» 24—28 

Bomaii Catbolio Belief Act, mider, 28 
traasahetantiation, abolition of, 28 
unaffected by Promissory Oaths Act, 1868...26 
office of Land Bevenue Becords and Enrolments, 137—1 
accounts of, 138 
certificates of, 189 
effect of enrolment in, 138 
expenses and fees, 138 

office of profit, effect of acceptance of, from Crown, 40 
officers the Household, 106 
enumeration of, 107 
offices, creation of new, 41 
offidal robes, wearing of, as to, 30 
secrets, 30 — 33 

di^osure of, prosecution for, 33 
when a f^ony, 31 

misdemeanour, 31 

orders, issue of, hr Crown, 9 
Orders in Council, nature of, 8 

ordnance, Her late Majesty’s, principal officers of, transference of powers of, 95 
^ ' ne Estate, managefnent of, 190 

Tested in Crown in right of Crown, 109 
Parliament, adTerae TOte of, resignation of Ministry through, 48 

prerogatiye of Crown, exercise of, expression of opinion by, 48 
patents of creation, fees on, 17 
pensions for politick services, 29 — 30 
amount of, 29 
funds charged with, 30 

inadequacy of priyate means, necessary condition to, 30 
persons eligible, 29 
suspension or diminution of, 80 
plans, slmtches etc., disdosure of, when a felony, 31 

misdemeanour, 31 

police, superrision of, intrusted to Home Secretary, 85 
political seryioes, pensions for, 29 — 30 
Postmaster-Genoral, appointment of, how effected, 105 
duties and powers 105 
exemptions of, 106 
land, nis powers as to, 105 

Poet Office, 105—106 

officers of, exemptions of, 106 

and vasC fines, lease of, may be granted by Commissioners of Woods, 162 
Presoripucm Act, 1832, application of, to Crown lands, 205 

Duchy of Cornwall, 258 

Prime Minister, communication between Cabinet and Crown through, 46 

death, resignation or dismissal of, a dissolution of Ministry, 51 

free choice of colleagues by, development of, 36 

history of the wmrd, 35 

oflSoe not recomlsed by law, 35 

official recognition of^ 35 

precedence of , 35 

restxictioiis on Soyeieign’s choice of, 34 
salary, has none^as such, 35 

Prince and Steward ot Scotland, eldest son of Soyereign is, 270 
Prince of Wales, acts eonceming, mw judicially noticed, 2^ 
may sue or be sued at common law, 240 
Princesses* trustees, enumeration of, 271 
Principality of Scotland, reyenues of, 270 

axe under management of Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 270 
prisons, superrision of, intrusted to Home Secretaiy, 85 
Priyy Council, 51 — 55 
oommlUees of, 53 
oomposttioii of, 51 
Icfiial juxlsdlotlon of, 54 
oath cif substance of, 62 
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OONSTirUTIOHAL 
PilTj Ctoane Q - 

powen of » toc^ of| 54 

traiiBferenoo oL to Oabinet, 54 
SoTerdgn tho president oi» 68 
summoning, method of, 58 
Priyj Oooncillors, appointment of. method of, 53 

mmlsslhle at pleasure of SoTereign, 68 
persons capable of being, 61 
privileges of, 53 
resignation of, 53 
PrivT Purse of their Majesties, 371 
procuamation, issue of, by private person, 14 
proclamations, royal, 14 

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, does not affect Grown, 305 
purlieus of royal forest, meaning of term, 184 
purpresture, meaning of term. 188 
quit rents, nature of. 207 

sale of, by Grown, 168 

receivers of Grown revenue (surrendered), duties of, 189 
enrolment of bonds of, 175 
Regard, the, a court of the royal forests, 188 
registration of Grown lands, 177 

release from covenants etc. of tenants of Grown land, 167 
removal from office, on address from both Houses of Parliament, 28 
rent of Crown landi^ composition for arrears of, 165 
recovery of arrears of, 165 
rents of assise, nature of, 207 
retired allowances, provision for, in Givil Iiist, 273 
revenue (hereditary), sources of, 108, 109 
private), sources of, 111 

solicitors for Crown in questions of, persons acting as, 77 
(surrendered), arising from Grown lands. 111 — 209 

prerogative rights, 209 — 217 
revenues of a hereditary nature retained by the Grown, 217 — 271 
County Palatine of Durham, 216, 217 
Duchy and County Palatine of Istncaster, 21 7-— 238 
of Cornwall, 238 — ^270 
Principality of Scotland, 270 

are under management of Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 
271 

loyal charter, words necessary to make it an Act of Parliament, 288 
forests, agisters of, 182 

Ashdown Forest, rights of commoners in, 190 
boundaries of; when finally fixed, 184 
courts of« 183 

encroachments on, compensation for relinquishing, 187 
Dean Forest, as to, 187 
forestal rights, settlement of diluted, 181 
foresters of, 183 
grant of, to a subject, 184 

E rel etc. not to betaken from, 187 
tices o^ 183 
d in, power to sell, 187 
landowners in, rights of, 184 
lease of, vesting In trustee in bankruptqy, as to, 187 
leases <^, for railways etc., 188 
lioenoes to hunL hawketa In, 188 ' 
local statutes relating tOf nowin force, 185 

Mew Forest, land in, not to be takm under Hilitaiy Lands AdL 
1893...188 


notice board in, destruction of by 
of, 183 

pMtarage In, right of, tm to, IM 

piewnt oontrol of, 186 

pmliea. of, moMilng of, 184 

right of common in, rinhn of, tm 188 

rfAts In, Gmne Aet, 1881, not to anot, 188 

MleoflMdln,liP 


a. to, 189 
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00K8TITUT10NAL LAW— 
roTsl foretta^ wardens of, 182 
minesy 116—118 
parks^ enumeration of, 188 

management of, by Commiasionem of Works, 188 
salariee of His Majesty^s Household, 271 
saltpetre, Crown’s right to dig for, 118 
seal, second secretarial, 68 
signet, 68 

of Secretary of State, 21 
seals, signet, 68 
^ Secretariat, the, 65 — 70 

diTision of duties of, one of convenience, 65 
history of, as to, 66 

Secretary-at-War, office of, history of, 92 

transference of duties of, 95 
Secretary for Scotland, 98 — ^99 
assistants of, 98 
powers and duties of, 99 
Secretary of State, actions against, 66, 67 

appointment of, how effected, 66 
assistants of, 66 
authority of, derivation of, 65 
communication to, privileged, 65 
contracts, liability of Secretary of State for, 67 
departmental oraers and regulations issued by, evidenoe 
of, 68 

disdoBure by, of advice given to Crown, 66 

exceptional powers of, 68 

funds intrusted to him, liability for, 67 

medium of communication between Sovereign and subject, 68 
number of, 65 

powers as to compensation under Biot (Damages) Act, 1886 
leave of absence for colonial officials, 70 
structural alterations in theatres, 70 
of commitment for high treason, 68 

opening letters passing through Post Office, 69 
taking possession of railroads etc., 69 
under c5enBnB of Production Act, 1906... 70 
to conffrm bye-laws (advertisement etc.), 69 

issue warrant for arrest of fugitive foreign criminal, 
69 

responsibility o^ to individuals, extent of, 66 
Parliament, extent of, 66 

seals by, use of, 68 

torts, liability of Secretary of State for, 67 
Colonies, for the, 86 
Foreign Affisirs, for, assistants of, 86 
duties of, 86 

Home Department, for, 82 — 86 
assistants of, 82 
functions of, 82 

judicial administration, powers in connection with, 84 
medium of communication between Sovereign and 
Church, 83 

medium of communication between Sovereign and subject, 
82 

powers of, derivation of^ 82 
precedence <rf, 82 

public order, powers for maintenance of, 83 
statutoiy powers in connection with the taking cl 
proceedings, 85 

warrants (royal), prepared 83 
India, for, appointment of, 87 
assistants of, 87 
duties of, 87 
salary of, 87 
status of, 87 

War, for, legal proceedings Iqr 2 iid agalnsl, 33 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW— 

Secretaij of Statei W«r» for, responsibilitj ot Army OottnoO borne bj, 94 

•erVice of writs etc. on, 97 

Sewers, Oommisaioners of, direction of, bito Daobj d Lancaster, 237 
aim maiinal, cxmllrniation of, by seal, aa to, 9 
solicitor. Duchy of Cornwall, to, 77 
Duchy of Lancaster, to, 77 
for the afEairs of His Majesty’s Treasury, 78 
6olicitor*Oeneral, the, 71 — 76 

attendance on House of Lords hyt 78 
duties of, 71 

of County Palatine of Durham, 78 
original function of, 71 
salary of, 78 

soIidtoEB, pexiions exempt from Acts relating to, 77 
SoIioitorB Act, 1848, persons exempt from proTisions of, 77 
SoYcreign. also GnOYYM. 

absence abroad of, lords justices formerly appointed during, 9 
access to, of indlYidual n^biisters, 46 
advice of Cabinet to, ought to be unanimous, 46 
to, right of ministry to tender, 47 
Cabinet meetings, presence of, at, 46 

expression of opinion to others than Cabinet unconstitutional, 46 
personal functions of, 7 

influence of, decline of, 7 
Privy Council, the President of, 53 

signature of during Ulness, insanity or absence, how provided for, 10 
visits of, to crowned heads, aa to, 7 
stamp du^, enfrandiisements on Duchy of Lancaster, 226 

exemption from, of instruments relating to leases by Commissioners 
of Woods, 168 

mortgages of Crown land, 171 
on instruments relating to &own lands, 154 
Stannaries Court, abolition of, 241 
State, departments of the (in general), 79 — 82 
statues, erection and repair of, by Commisdoneis of Works, 185 
surrender of lease of Crown lands, 165 
operates as a surrender, 166 

survey, necessary to, purchase by Commissioners of Woods from incapacitated 
persons, 160 

Swanimote, Court of, as to, 182 
swans, property in, as to, 216 

taxation, exemption of Ctewn property from, 118 — 121 
private estates of Crown, 121 
property of Crown, 121 

property occupied from Crown exempted from, 118 
of Crown exempted from, 118 
tithes. Crown lands, commutation of tithes affecting, 180 
Town Gardens Protection Act, 1863, does not apply to Crown, 208 
traffic, naval and military purposes, for, 69 
treasure trove, deflnitlon of, 212 

grant by Crown of, 218 
title oi Crown to, 218 
Treasury the, 100—102 

Commissioners of, 101 

Treasury, control of Commissioners of Woods by, 124 

Works, by, 184 

First Lord, assistants to, 101 
duties of, 101 

general powers of, 124—125 
junior lords of, 101 
meaning of term, 100 
Solicitor, as to, 78 

transfer by, of powers from Commlsdonets of Woods to Commissioners 
of Works, 124 

warrant, sales etc. of Crown lands to be made under, 151 
venison, deflnitlon of, 182 
verderers of t^yal forests, 182 
vert, meaning of word, 181 
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OON8TIT UTIONAL LAW— oontiniiMi. 

Tiqe-oomital lents, nature of, 207 
TiBOontial rents, nature of, 207 
'waifs, definition of, 213 

goods of a foreign merchant do not become. 213 
title of Grown to, 213 
wardens of royal forests, 182 
War Office 92 — 98 
departments of, 93 
warrants, issne of, by Crown, 0 
warren, fowls and beasts of, as to what are, 182 
Woods, Forests and Land Bevenues, department of, 122 — 124 
Woods, Forests and Jjand Bcvenues, Commissioners of, 122 
accounts of, 140 

application of moneys received by, 127 
banking accounts of, 125 
controllkl by Treasury, 124 
conveyance by, execution of, 167 
copyholds, indemnity to trustees on purchase of, 169 
purchase of, by, 194 

Crown land s , contracts relating to, cannot be sued for specific performance 
of, 161 

exempt from personal responsibility in regard to Instruments 
concerning, 161 

entry on Crown lands by persons authorised by, 163 

improvements executed by a capital charge, paid out of income bj instal- 
ments, 128 

leases, power to purchase, 169 

surrenderor keep on foot purchased, 159 
take. 169 

purchased or taken, power to sell or exchange, 169 
etc. sale to Commissioners by incapacitated persons, 160 
mortgage of Crown lands by, when permissible, 170 

notices by, to compel performance of contraotsTrelating to Crown lands, 163 

officers under control of, appointed by Treasury, 123 

permanent, salary of, 122 

powers of, 126—132 

purcdiase by, of lands, rents etc., 158 

release by, of Crown tenants from covenants etc., 167 

report, annual, of, 141 

reports of, copies of, admissible in evidence, 142 
revenues al Principality of Scotland are under management of, 371 
right to light, cannot be established against, 157 
Side to, by incapacitated persons, 160 
application of purchase-money, 160 
survey necessaiy to, 160 
sales by, what may be included in, 157 
signature of, forgery of, a felony, 126 
validity of acts of, 123 
woodwards, duties of, 184 

Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1906, application of, to Crown, 309 
Works and Public Building, department of, 132 — 137 
accounts of, audit of, 141 
acquisition of land by, 136 
ancient monuments, care of, by, 136 
appointment of officers of, 133 
composition of, 133 
oompulsmy purchase of land by, 137 
oontioUed by Treasury, 124 
control of public buildings by, 136 
corporation with power to hold land, 133 
enimment conveyances by or to, 136 
Bpping Forest, management of, by, 135 
geological surv^, administration of, by, 136 
powers of, 188 

over royal parks, 183 

pnblio statues, erection and repair of, by, 135 
salaries of, 133 

tramdtered powers of (from Commissioners of Woods), 184 
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OOHSTiraTIONAIi LAW— oonHmmI. 

Woxin and Pnblic Buildings, department of— 

TaUditr of acts of, 182 
wreck, 210<-212 

Oiown*B right of passage to obtain, 212 
ddlyeiy of, to claimant, 211 

reoeiyer of wrecks, 211 
grant of, by Crown, 212 
receiTer of, duties of, 211 
sale of uncdaimed, 212 
writ na emeat regno^ 64, 84 
writs, close, nature of, 16 

of summons to Parliament, issue of, to judges etc., 6 


CONTEMPT OF COUBT, pp. 279—325. 
attachment and committal, 807 — 825 
appeal from interlocutory order, 823 
order for, 822, 823 

committal under Bankruptcy Act, 1888, 823 
in exercise of criminal jurisdiction does not lie, 822 
when merely civil process to enforce obedience, lies, 822 
refusal to attach or commit, 823 
attachment applicable, when, 808 

application for, form of (C. D.), 809 

(K. B. D.), 810 

bailable, when, 807 
definition of, 307 

duration of imprisonment for, 818 
execution of writ of, 318 
stay of, 320 

injunction in lieu of, 308 
issues against a party only, 807 
leave to issue, obtained, how, 309, 310 
order for, 815 — 818 

often directed to lie in office for specified period, 817 
under s. 14 of Judicature Act, 1884, in lien of, 817 
submission to, not a waiver of protection of Bankruptcy Act, 1888, 
s. 9...817 

writ of, only issued by leave of court or judge, 307 
committal, applicable, when, 308 

application for, form of (C. D.), 809 

(K. B. D.), 310 
how made, 809, 810 
distinction from attachment, 807 
duration of imprisonment on, 818 
execution, 818 
injunction in lieu of, 308 
nature of, 307 
never bailable, 307 
order for, 815—318 

sentence in, as to, 816, 817 
costs of application for, 317 
discharge from custody, 323 — 325 

application for, 823 
costs of, 824 

contemnor without means, 825 
in case of committal for fbtt^ period for criminal con« 
tempt, 324 

jurisdiction of Court as to, 824 
motion for, takes precedence, 824 
under Debtors Act, 1869.. .824 

distinction between, 807 
evidence and procedure, 810—815 

affidavit in support (criminal contempt), 810 

(disobedience to order or process), 811 
(judgment or order for payment of mou^), 811 
application for attachment to enforce order iA Irish Court enrolled in 0. D, 
of England, as to, 813 
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OONTBMPT 07 OOUKi—eonlimted. 
attachmeDt and committal— 

CTidence and pTOcednre— 

contempt in face of Court, notice of application not necessary, S15 
mandatory injunction in prohibitoxy form, enforcement of, 812 
order, indorsement on, 811 

for interrogatories, discoTery or inspection on solicitor, 813 
substituted senrice of order, 812 
four-day, how obtained, 812 
(original), production of, at time of service, 318 
personid service of, when necessary, 811 
(prohibitory), indorsement on, not necessary, 811 
to pay money into court (no time nam^), 812 
undertaking to do an act by a named day, enforcement of, 818 

forthwith, enforcement of, 812 
process, personal service of, when necessary, 311 
proof of default, 814 

service of notice of application for attachment, 814 
execution, 818—820 

prison treatment, on, 819 
notice motion for, personal service of, 315 
order for, effect of, 816 
nature of, 816 
procedure on, 816 

orders for, are not made simultaneously, 815 
origin of, in common law courts, 281 
Oourt of Chancery, 281 
practice in cases of, 808 
prisoners under, visitation of, 325 
privilege from arrest, 820 — 822 

as to whether person arrested under Distress for Rates Act, 1849, can 
claim, 321 

cannot be claimed in criminal contempt, 320 

eundOf redeundo et tnorando (Chancery rule), now annulled, 821 

(common law rule) exists, 821 
(Parliamentary) will not defeat Bankruptcy 
Act, 821 

refused where civil action available, 281 

when resorted to, 281 

who can make orders for, 815 

Bankruptcy Acts, defaults declared to be contempts by, 804 

not defeated by Parliamentary privilege, 821 
Charity Commissioners, disobedience to requisitions of, 805 
criminal and in procedure, distinction between, 280 
acts held punishable, list of, 293 
by abuse of process of oourt, 293, 294 

obstruction of officers of the court, 288 — 291 
couns^ by ixisult to, 291 
jury, by embracery, 291 

insult to member of, 291 

liquidators (in windin^up by oourt), interference with, 289 
mar^al of Admiralty Di^sion, moving ship in custody of, 290 
process server, 288 

receiver (appointed by the oourt), interference with, 289 
sequestrators, interference with, 289 
sheriiS, interference with, 290 

return of rescue by, effect of, 290 
solicitor, asfbult upon, when a, 289 
witness, by arrest (during attendance), 290 
bribe to suppress evidence, 291 
dinmlmal for riving evidence, 291 
endeavour to Inffuenoe, 291 
Intimidation of, 290 
keeping out of the way» 290 
witnesses (intcamrenoe with),-prinriples applied, 291 
obstruction of parties, 291, 392 

persons officially conoeoted with court or proceedings, 294—296 
bailiffiiL295 
counsel, 295 


(21 ) 



iKDtBX. 


qOHTSMPT or OOOBT— 

criminal, bj penou oflBetally oonneotedi with court or prooeadinga^ccatiaaicA 

imtancet of punishment^ 295 
gaolers, 296 

Judges inferior courts, 296 
jurors, 296 
reoelTen, 296 
sequestrators, 295 
aberiiEi,295 
solicitors, 294 
characteristics 281 

consequences of committing contempt, by indemnity against, 292 
creditor In bankruptcy or winding up, by false claim to be, 294 
definition of, 280 

indictment, proceedings by, as to, 281 

inferior ooturts, in case of, 296, 297 

information, proceedings by, as to, 281 

in the face of the court, by language or manner, 288 

witnesses, 288 

contempt at chambers is, 288 

before an examiner when a, 284 

registrar in bankruptcy is, 284 
of court is, 284 

fine and imprisonment for, 283 
instances of, 288 
iurisdiction to punish, 280 
lunatic, by failing to produce, 292 

(so found) by marriage with, 292 
misdemeanour, is a, 280 

no appeal from order for attachment or committal lies, 822 
out m court, attachment for, foundation of power, 284 
comment after trial, 285 

on pending proceedings, 285 

comments upon proceedings directed to be held in 
private, 287 
delivery of sermon, 286 
making a speech, 286 

misleading circular in winding-up petition, 287 
newspaper articles, 286 

instances in civil proceedings, 286 

criminal prosecutions, 286 
private communications to Judges, 286 
publication of copies of pleadings, 287 
evidence, 287 
reflections on parties, 287 

report of proceedings directed to be held in private, 287 
scandalous attacks upon judges, 284 
speech or writing, nature of, 284 

theatrical exhibition of incidents of allcmd murder, 
287 

vilification of party in advertisement for evidence, 288 
party in contempt, position o^ 282 
privilege from arrest cannot be claimed, 820 
prohimtory order, by aiding and abetting breach of, 292 
punishable in what manner, 280, 281 
vexatious proceedings, when contempt of court, 294 
ward of court, by interference with, 292 
writ of sequestration not applicable to, 809 
writs, mging of, 298 
definition of, 280 

discharge from custody. As attachment and oommittali 
embraoeiy is a criminal Contempt ot court, 291 
in pxocednie, 297 — 806 

breadi of undertaking, 806—806 
definition dC, 280 

disobedience (intentiona]) to process, 297 

(unintentkmal) to process, 297 
disobed i ence to orders for payment, 298—809 

- ( aa ) 



COl^BMPT OF COXJB,T~^€9Htinti^. 
in procediire--H9ini^inie«4. 

disobedience to ordeis for payment— eonfinifad. 

by persons in fidnoiary capacity. 2M 
soUcitors, 801 
trustees, 299 

Grown debts, in case of, 802 
orders other than for payment, 802 — ^808 

Bankruptcy Acta, contempts nnd^, 804 
Charity Commissioners* requirements, 808 
Habeas carpui^ writ of, 804 
mandatory orders, 802 
non-parties, in case of, 808 
orders improperly obtained, 808 
recoTery of chattels, 808 
subpoenas, 803 

priTll^;e from arrest cannot be claimed where misconduct accompanies, 820 
obstruction of the administration of justice, wide sense of, 280 
privilege from arrest of officers of the court, extent of, 290 
See attachment and committal. 

euhpmna ad tesHfieandum^ inherent jurisdiction of K. B. D. to set aside, 303 
tipstaff, office of, as to, 318 


CONTBACT, 827—541 

abortive scheme, money advanced for, recovery of, 488 
acceptance, 848—352 

absolute and unqualified, must be, 850 
after rejection, 852 
by estoppel, 850 

by return of post,** meaning of, 853 
by t^egram, 854 
communication of, 849 
contemplating redaction to due form, 851 
counter-offer not open after, 352 

delivery of letter of, idmnltaneonsly with revocation, 884 
meaning of, in Statute of Frauds etc., 4 
mode of, 848 

must be by person to whom offer is made, 852 
at bidding at auction, 849 
offer made by telegram, 858 

through post, time for, 858 
of reward for information, 849 
post, communicated through, 852 
qualified, operates as counter-offer, 850 
subject to conditions, 861 
withdrawal of, 858 
accord and satisfaction, 441 — 444 

agreement need not be in writing or under seal, 441 
by fraud of debtor does not discharge original cause of action, 444 
one of several joint debtors, 448, 444 
discharge of debtors joint, several, or joint and several by, 444 
accord, not a contract, 448 

question of fhct, not of law, 441 
without satisfaction has no legal effect, 443 
account current, appropriation of payments in oaae of, 450 
account stated, 489-^93 

admission, acceptance of, iSeoessary t^ 490 
admissions (verbal or by oonduct) sufficient to support 489 
asoertainment of balanoe under original agreement not necessarily an, 498 
by agent, 498 

debt between parties neoessary to, 498 

debts irreooverable through Statute of Frauds, recovery of, 489 

esmntIniB of action on, 489 

megal oontraots cannot be the subject of an, 491 

infi^ actkm does not lie against, 492 

legsl <fi»ligafcion, neoeMsry to action, 492 

saeaning of, 489 

pest transaottons only, mnst refer to, 498 
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COW£TBLAOT^einitimM0d. 

aoconnt wtAtedr-Humtinued. 

prlTitj of contract, what is a saffiotent, 490 
reopening account hj party relying on, 490 
solicitor may sue on (cross demands and balance struck), 493 
statute^barm debts, recovery of, on, 491 
trostee^s admission of balance renders him liable to action, 491 
dot of God, definition of, 438 
instances, 428 

ixnpossibility, caused by, 427 

admissions sufficient to support action on an account stated, 489 
“ advance ** freight is not in the nature of a deposit, 482 
advertisements offering rewards, as to, 847 
agent contracting as principal, right of, to sue, 525 

recovery from, of money received under illegal, void and voidable contracts, 
487, 488 

signature by, 877 

agreements not to be performed within a year, 865 
aBen enemies, with, 842 
alteration of written contract, 422 — 424 
after execution by some parties, 425 
by consent, filling in details, 426 

Inconsistent with terms, 426 
stranger, 424 

executed contract, in case of, 425 
executoiy contract, in case of, 425 
material, must be, to effect di^harge, 426 
what is, 424 

some parties only agreeing thereto, 425 
time of, presumption as to, 426 
alternative contract^ performance of, 411 
appropriation of payments, 449 

tender by debtor, 419 

arbitration, discharge of right of action for breach of contract by, 461 
provisions for reference to, as to, 899 
articles of association unenforceable by outsiders, 348 
as soon as possible,** construction of, 412 
assignment, 494 — 509 

against public policy, 501 
by operation or law, 502 — 505 

of covenants running with the land, 503 
on bankruptcy, 503 
death, 502 
lunacy, 603 
marriage, 503 
by statute, 500 

essential difference between novation and assignment, 506 
in equity, by mandate and appropriation and assent of debtor or promise to 
pay assignee, 497 

Older to pay sum out of particular fund and communication to 
debtor, 497 

complete, meaning of, 498 

incomplete, enforcement of, by court, in favour of assignee who has 
given value, 498 
meaning of, 498 

will not opmmte as a declaration of trust, 499 
not effected by mere revocable mandate, 497 
of debt due under contract, 497 , . ^ - 

requisites of, 497 

stamp duty, distinction between assignment and bill. 499 
modes of, 494 
novation, 511 

of debt, implioatlon of assignment of seouiities on, 499 
emoluments of a fellow of a Cambridge odUegfit Talld, 501 
fire insuiaaoe policy, most be hj express agreement, 499 
liabilities Inr act of parties, 496 
pensions, 602 

Tight. Mt of pmUm, 496—602 

•t eommoB law. 496 
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» COKTBAOT — eofOimued. 
asBignmrat — coTUinued^ 

of rights by act of parties, in equity, 496 
sioaries of public office, Toid, 601 
salary of cnaplain to a workhouse, yalid, 601 
rights incapable of assignxnent, 601 

under contracts containing agreement against assignment, 606 
purely personal contracts, 502 
where assignment leads to champerty or maintenance, 601 
would be against public policy, 601 

impose greater liability on other party, 501 
power to assign is expressly or impliedly taken away by Act of 
Parliament, 601 
under Judicature Act, 600 

auctioneer, action of money had and received against, 480 

verbal declaration of, cannot be proved to vary or add to printed 
conditions, 623 

award, when a defence to action brought on claim, 461 
bail, indemnity to, illegal, 398 

Bank of England note, alteration in number, a material alteration, 426 
bank shares, contract for sale of, not specifying numbers and name, void, 404 
bankrupt partner, release by, 467 

bankrupt*s contracts, disclaimer of, by trustee in bankruptcy, 437 
rescission of, by court, 437 
bankruptcy, assignment of contracts on, 603 

discharge of right of action for breach of contract by, 462 
does not, as a rule, discharge contracts, 437 
bought and sold notes as a, 363 
breach of contract, 438—441 
by anticipation, 438 

declaration of insolvency, 440 
repudiation, 438 

contract involving a continuing ability to perform promise, in case of, 438 

delivery by Instalments, in case of contract for, 439 

discharge of right of action for, 441 

effect of, 440 

remedies for, 441 

Dreach of statutory obligation, agreement between master and servant waiving, 
396 

broker’s books as evidence of offer and acceptance, 861 
building society contracts, 340 

cancellation of bond, bill of exchange or promissory note, 426 
written contract, 424 

by removal of seal, 426 

carriage of goods, contract for, primd facie between carrier and person taking risk, 
346 

certificate, licence, or registration, list of traders requiring a, 405 

eeetui que trust may sue, though not a party, 844 

champerty, assignments void for, 501 

charitable institutions, contracts with, 840 

classification of contracts, 382 

clubs, contracts with, 389 

collateral agreements (to “ void” and illegal” contracts), difference in efficacy, 
890 

composition payable bv instalments, appropriation of parents, in case of, 451 

with creditors is a contract heaed on mutual foregoing of claims, 448 
compromise of criminal proceedings, where civil proceedings are epen, not illegal, 
899 

compulsion of legal process, action for money had and received does not lie for 
money paid under, 488 
condition and warranties, canstruction of, 618 

distinguished from words of expectation and estimate, 
619 

concurrent, as to, 434 
failure of, as to, 482 
nature of a, 488 

notice happening of, when necessary, 488 
precedent, fwure to perform, operates as discharge when, 486 
meaning of, 482 
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OOKTBAOT — continued, 

condition precedent, part performance of, effect of, 436 
performance of, when excuse^ 486 
test to distinguish from indepmdent agreement, 436 
snbsequent, meaning of, 432 

work to be done to satisfaction of a third party, construction of, 434 

one of the partiosi constmetion of, 481 

consent, 364 — 860 

Titiated by duress, 856 
mistake, 854 
undue influence, 357 
consideration, 383 — 389 
adequacy of, 884 

collection of, from memorandum to satisfy Statute of Trauds, 378 
compromise of disputed claim as, 887 
definition of, 883 
executed, definition of, 884 
executory, definition of, 384 
failure of, breach of warranty is not, 481 
instances of, 481 

(total), action for money had and receired lies on, 481 
forbearance to post as defaulter as, 897 
sue, when valuable, 886 
gratuitous bailment, in cases of, 400 

undertaking, in cases of, 400 
illeg^ity of part of, taints whole contract, 407 
marriage as, 888 

mere existence of debt as consideration, 385 
motive is not good consideration, 386 
moral obligation is not, 386 
moves from promisee, 384 
past, 387 

(parish of settlement cases), 888 

(subsequent promise to pay for services rendered), 888 
promise of an act of no legal effect is not, 385 

obviously impossible is not, 385 
to perform existing obligation, 385 
when money is held at direction of another for a third party, 389 
constructive contracts, 463 — 494 
account stated, 489 
contribution, 471 
foreign judgments, 498 
money had and received, 473 
paid, 465 

statutory debts, 493 
contract implied by law, 463 

note, definition of, 538 

** contracting out,” when precluded by statute, 404 
contribution, 471—478 

amongst co-insurers, 472 
co-sureties, 472 

co-trustees in respect of liability for a breach of trust, 478 
joint contractors, 471 

tortfeasors, non-existent, 473 
partners in resp^ of particular transaction, 472 
tithe-payers, 472 
amount of, how estimated, 471 
essentials to existence of right, 472 . . * > 

convict, contract with, 842 
counterclaim, effect of setting up of, 461 
counter-offer equivalent to rejection, 852 
covenant, collateral or personaly meaning of, 504 

construction ot (as joint or several or joint-several), 838 
definition of, 832 

not to revoke a will, void as regards revocation by marriage, 897 
sue, operation of, as a release, 455 
(repairing) in lease, extent o^ how measured, 524 
running with the land , assignment of, by opermcfon law, 504 
n^aning of, 504 
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OOMTBAOT— 

coTenant, revenion, meaning of, 504 

criminal act, benefits resnlting from, are not enforced, 894 
cnrrenej, contracts must be made in legal, 406 
debt or default of another, promise to answer for, 362 
declaration of war, effect of, on contracts, 4S2 
deed neoessaxy to contract, when, 860 
definition of contract, 881 
ereder^ agent, as to, 863 

deliyery bj instalments, question of breach of contract for, is a question of con- 
struction, 439 

deposit, advance freight not in the nature of, 482 
on wager, recovery of, 486 
recovesy of, on contract not completed, 482 
determinable contract (within year), not necessarily outside Statute of Frauds, 866 
directly,** construction of, 412 
discharge of contract, 410 — 468 

by alteration or cancellation of written contract, 425 
bankruptcy, 437 
breach, 435 

breach of condition precedent, 435 
failure of condition, 432 
impossibility of performance, 426 
performance, 411 
rescission by new agreement, 421 
tender, 417 
waiver, 423 
modes of, 410 

discharge of right of action for breach of contract, 441 — 468 
by accord and satisfaction, 441 
arbitration, 460 
bankruptcy, 462 
^ death of a party, 461 

help of Statutes of Limitation, 461 

merger, 457 

outbreak of war, 463 

payment, 444 

release, 456 

set-off, 461 

disclaimer of contracts by trustee in bankruptcy, 437 
divisible, distingi^hed from entire contract, 522 
documents requiring stamps, 634 
donatio oauoa^ nature of, 499 

drunkard, contract with, 842 

** dam eaota *’ clause, ab^co of, does not invalidate annuity covenant, 397 
duress, 856, 857 
effect of, 857 
meaning of, 856 
of property, 857 

thiWkt of dvil proceedings, as a rule, not, 357 
^uidem gonmio construction of words, 515 
mections, agreements tending to interfere with, as to, 394 
entire^ distmgnished from divisible contract, 522 
entry In broker's book as a oontract, 851 
escrow, delivery of deed, as to, 527 
estopp^ by fraud or wrong, 464 

on leading another to believe that money is held for his use, 486 
evidence. 8oo parol evidence. ^ 

secondary, of unstamped agreement not admissible, 531 
unstamp^ agreement as, 530 
exceptions in a contract, construction of, 517 
executed consideration for, outside Statute of Frauds, 366 
contracts within Statute of Frauds, as to, 381 
executor, contract by, writing when necessary to, 861 
failure of condition, 488 

family arrangements, setting aside of, as to, 858 
** fatal aoddmit** in a mine, meaning of, 510 
lees dt c^Boe wrongfully raoeived. recovery of, 485 
ISodMasaaoe to sue, as consideration, 886 
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COmTBJLOT^eontinued* 

form of contrmct, 360 — 383 
formation of contracti 346 — 389 
bj letters, 351 

offer and acceptance necessary to, 345 
fraud on bankruptcy laws, agreements contemplating, as to, 393 
fraudulent preference to oremtor, agreements for, as to, 393 

receipt of money, recoyery of money and interest on, 485 
funeral expenses of woman separated from her husband, recoyery of, 468 
gaming and wagering contracts, 397, 403 
general words, construclion of, 516 

goods deliyered in pursuance of illegal contract, recoyery of, 409 

time of payment of the essence in contract for sale of, when, 413 
husband and wife, agreement proyiding for future separation between, 396 
I.O.U., primd facie eyidence to support account statM, 492 
illegal contract, 390 — 410 

account stated, cannot be the subject of an, 491 
by statute, 401 

course of justice, as tending to peryert, 398 
court's refusal to aid, cyen though iUe^lity not pleaded, 390 
distinguished from yoid contract, 390 
fraud on bankruptcy laws, as being, 393 
creditors, as being, 393 
third person or public, as being, 393 
goods deliyered in pursuance of, recoyery of, 409 
illegal associations, contracts to carry out purposes of, 403 
immoral contracts, 400 

money paid can be recoyered while contract executory, 409 

cannot be recoyered if illegality has been carried out or con- 
tract substantially performed, 409 
receiyed under, by agent, recoyery of, 488 
parties to, are in pari delicto^ 408 

payments under, recovery of, by action for money had and received, 486 
promises from legal promises, separability of, 408 
public policy, contrary to, as being, 394 

security knowingly taken for debt arising from an illegal contract is void, 410 
set aside on proof of pressure or undue influence, 408 
unlawful act, commission of, as tending to, 392 
illegality, 390 — 410 

cannot be set up by defendant receiving money for plaintiff from third party, 
487 

defence, can be set up as a, 408 
extrinsic evidence when admissible to prove, 407 
nature of, 391 
of purpose, 392 

ignorance of, 392 
sources of, 392 — 406 
supervening after contract made, 406 

under English law, effect of, on contract to be performed abroad, 406 

foreign laws, effect of, on contracts to be performed in England, 406 
illcgitmate child, mother of, cannot divest herself of obligations, 396 
immoral contract, 400 
implication of terms by court, 512 
implied contract, meaning of, 463 
nature of, 334 

(by law) contract, nature of, 334 
impossibility of performance, 426 — 432 « 

caused by act of party, 432 

Act of Parliament after contract mode, 431 
State, 432 

contract being on basis of continued existence of subject-matter, 430 

happening of future eventi 480 
in case of alternative premia^, 429 
conditional promises, 429 
contract for personal services, 481 
must be physical or le^d, to discdiaxge contract, 437 

not a discharge, promisor and not promisee knowing the imposslbnity, 489 
indemnity, discharge (compulsory) by one person of anothes^ UMiUlji on, 461 
implied contract of, 465 
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OONTBAOT — continued. 

indemnity, not within Statute of Frauds, s. 4...86S 
of assignee of lease, 466 
surety, 466 

taxes Oemdlard^B) paid by tenant, in ease of, 466 
infant, account stated does not lie against, 492 
release by, 456 

interest, on money fraudulently receiyed, recoyery of, 486 
interpretation of contract, 609 — 528 
Mmiasibility of parol evidence, 623 
alternatives, option is with doer of act in case of, 620 
ambiguity, 518 

ambiguous instrument ^ill or note), election with holder, 520 
conditions and warranties, 620 

distingui^ed from words of expectation and estimate, 521 
context, words construed in harmony with, 612 
correction of errors grammatical, inadvertent etc., 517 
efEectuation of instrument, leaning of court towards, 519 
iQuedem generis construction of words, 616 
entire and divisible contracts, 522 
exceptions, construction of, 517 
genew words, construction of, 516 
implication of terms by court, 512 
Joint, joint and several and several contracts, 522 
judge and jury, respective functions of, as to, 509 
law applicable to construction of contract, as to, 523 
meaning of words altered by proof of custom, 511 
mercantile contracts, construction of, 616 
misdescription, rejection of, 618 
policy of insurance, construction of, 516 

reconcilement of two contemporaneous documents, leaning of court, 519 
representation, construction of, as condition or warranty, 621 
repugnant condition, rejection of, 617 
technical words, 611 

time, when of the essence of the contract, 522 
uncertainty, 518 

whole contract must be considered, 512 
words are to be taken in their ordinary meaning, 510 
importing agreement, construction of, 514 

distinction from words of mere qualification, 514 
written words prevail over figures, 519 

printed words, 519 

insolvency, declaration of, effect of, 440 

joint contract will not be construed by equity as joint and several, 611 
contractors, executors of, liabili^ oi, 471 
right of, to contribution, 411 
and several promises, meaning of, 837 
joint and several, several promises, construction of, 838 
promise, meaning of, 886 
promisee, devolution of rights on death of, 837 
non-execution by, effect of, 886 
promisees, suits by, as to, 837 
promisor, devolution of liabili^ on death of, 337 
non-execution by, effect of, 336 

judge and juryt respective functions of, in construction of contracts, 609 
judgment against a joint debtor, effe^ of, 459 
merger by, 468 

(foreign), effect of, on original cause of action here, 468 
implied contract arisiDg from, 493 
Justice, agreements tenaing to pervert the course of, 398 
lease, material terms of lease must appear in memorandum of, 374 
legldature, agreements corruptly to mfiuence, 394 
Ikt of traders requiring licence, certificate or r^istration, 406 
loss negotiable instrument in poet, 449 

taken as conditional payment, 449 
written contract only affects proof of contents, 426 
maintenance, assignments void for, 601 
market-riggiiig contracts, 894 
marriage, assignment of contracts on, 602 
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OOKT BAO T €Of Ui nusd» 
mmrrlAge brokage, 897 

oontnu^ in restraint ot» 897 

made in consideration of » 864 

distinotion between r^reamitatioiis and oifon, 864 
is n^ part performanoe, 880 
promise of, by married persont Toid, 401 
master ana serrant, agreement waiving breara of statutory obUgation, 896 
memorandum under Statute of Frauds, 867 — 879 
connected documents forming, 869 

consideration must (as a rul^ be capable of being collected fromi 874 
contents of, 872 

description of parties in, wbat is a sufficient, 871 
document available though containing repudiation, 868 
form of, 367 

material terms of lease must appear in, 875 
must contain description of parties, 870 
parol evidence to connect or identity, 869 

show terms not r^ terms, 378 
person to be guaranteed must be named in, 875 
price, statement of, 375 
signature, authority to agent, 878 
by agent, 877 
to, 867 

ratification of, 379 
what amounts to, 876 
is a sufficient, 375 

subsequent writing may bind party not bound by original memorandum, 870 
time of making of, 867 
variation of, must be in ^rriting, 873 
(parol) of, effect of, 873 
mercantile contracts, constmction of, 576 

time of the essence, when, 413 

merger, 457 — 160 

by judgment against joint debtor, 459 

(in case of alternative remedies), 460 

judgments, 468 

discharge of right of action for breach of contract by, 457 
essentials of, 457 

minerals wrongfully raised and sold, action for money had and received lies, 484 
miscarriage of another, promise to answer for, 862 
mistake as to nature of contract, 855 
person, 854 

money had and received, 478 — 489 

action lies against agent for money received under wagering contract, 488 

llle^ contract, whmi, 488 
voidable contract (defence), 488 

person bribing agent, 479 
between principal and agen^ 479 
for fees of office wrongfully received, 485 
money advanced for atortive scheme, 488 
payments in respect of worthless instruments, 488 
under void iudment, 488 
on fraudulmit preference by bankrupt, 484 
payment under illegal contract, when, 486 
receipt of money through fraud, 485 
total failure of consideration, 481 
wrongful working of mines and sale olminerals, 488 
not maintainable for money paid to satiety debt of honour, 477 

under com|mlsion of legal process, 
488 

cm demand arising out of partnership transaction, 
476 

partial fidlnre of consideration, 488 
where a special remedy is provided, 477 

parties ca nnot be restored to original podtloii, 
477 

real question Is title to lend, 477 
(cm wrongful conversion of gwds), involves waiver of 484 
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money bed and xecei red — 
by agent, 479 

auctioneer (deposit), 480 
insured to use of insurers, 473 
person holding money for specific purpose, 480 
stakeholder, 480 
essentials of action, 474, 476 
for reooTery of goods wrongfully detained, 478 
privity of contract necessary to action, 474 
protest, effect of, on, 478 
under duress, 478 

moneylend^, recovery of securities from, as to, 409 

Moneylenders Act, 1900, transaction contrary to, declared void without repayment, 
409 

money paid, 466—470 

by mistime, notice and demand necessary to recovery of, 488 
compulsion, meaning of, 468 
costs of action brought on another’s behalf, 467 
essentials of action, 469 
for another at his request, 465 
by agreement, 466 

drawer or indorser of bill, 465 
surety or bail, 465 
under statutory oompulsion, 466 
employer, 466 

recovery of goods distrained for rent of another, 468 
under lien created by another, 469 

in discharge of another’s liability incurred through own negligence etc., 470 

in respect of gaming or wagering contract, 
470 

unlawful transaction, 470 
pursuance of illegal contract, recovery of, 409 
mutual promties, as to, 434 
mutuality, an essential in formation of, 854 
non est/actum, plea of, 855 
non-perfonnanoe, excuses for, 417 — 4S4 

alteration or cancellation of written contract, 424 

bankruptcy, 437 

failure of condition, 432 

impossibility of performance, 426 

rescission by new agreement, 421 

tender, 417 

waiver, 423 

notice of happening of condition, when necessary, 434 
novation, 442, 505—509 

application of, to contracts of service, 509 
partnership cases, 507 

consent, express or implied, necessary to, 506 
essential difference between assignment and novation, 506 
essentials of, 505 
meaning of, 505 

valuable consideration necessary to, 508 
writing not necessary to, 508 
necessaries, meaning of, in Bale of Goods Act, 349 
n^fotiable instrument, loss of, in post, 449 

(taken as conditional payment), 449 
payment by, 447 
nudum Msfnsi, meaning of, 883 
offer, 845—- 848 

by tdagram, 854 

continuing guarantee for future advances, as an, 848 
determination of, 847 

distinguislied from expression of intention, 846 
duration of, 847 

may be suide to an indefinite number of persons, 847 
meaning of, 845 

must be made fay a definite person, 847 
qualified acceptance is a counter-offer, 847 
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reyooation of, 847 

(before eniration of agreed time), 848 
form of, 848 

tender, in what aenae an, 846 

options relating to land, time is of the essence in the case of, 414 
part performance, doctrine of, 878 — 882 
applicable to what contracts, 879 

application to contracts in consideration of marriage, 880 
basis of, 881 

part performance must be by person seeking to enforce agreement^ 880 
parties, 8S&— <>845 

capacity of, 841 — 842 
alien enemies, 842 
conyicts, 842 
dmnkar^ 342 
definite, must be, 885 

description of, sufficient to satisfy Statute of Frauds, 371 
in pari deliato (contract illegal), 406 
number of, 885 
parol eyidence, 528 — 528 
agency cases, in, 525 
as to real principal, 625 

of actual condition of document at time of execution, 627 

terms in case of oral acceptance of written proposal with yariatioas, 
527 

where written document does not express all, 625 
agent not being real owner, 626 
condition precedent, 627 
customs, 525 
date, 526 

defendant's request for extension of time for performance, 415 

fact that sale is really a mortgage, 524 

facts tending to show a contract is yoid or yoidable, 523 

intention to form binding agreement, 626 

latent ambiguities, 526 

matters giying ground for r^ef In equity, 528 
oral agreement, contemporaneous and collateral, 528 
rescission of written contract by oral agreement, 528 
subject-matter of promise, 870 
surrounding circumstances, 524 
yariation of written contract by oral agreement, 528 
payment, 444 — 454 

appropriation of, 449 

in case of account current, 450 

composition payable hy instalments, 451 
mode of, 451 

not baxiM by fact that one debt is guaranteed, 451 
time for, 450 
to what debts, 451 
at request of another, 465 
by forged instrument, 449 
garnishee, 444 

instalments of existing debt, agreement to accept, not binding, 442 
negotiable instrument, 447 
presumption as to, 447 
post, loss of cheque eta, 449 
surety, effect of, 465 
third person, 446 

conditional, by negotiable instrument, 447 
for another (compulsory), 466 
(yoluntary), 467 

need not necessarily be in money, 444 
of another’s debt, 465 

sm al l e r amount, when a satisfaction, 442, 444 
pxes^ption ot, from lapse of time, though debt not barred, 446 
proof of, 446 

receipt not under seal not oondusiye eyidence of, 446 



Index. 


OONTBAOT — continued. 

receipt stamps on, 463 

settlement of accounts, when a, 444 
to an agent, 445 

transfer in books of a bank, when a, 446 

under illegal contract (not wholly or partially carried out), recoTery of, 486 
(wholly or partially carried out), recorery of, 487 
Toluntary and oompulsoiy, line between, a narrow one, 477 
penalty imposed by statute for protection of public implies a prohibition, 402 

revenue merely does not imply a prohibition, 402 
(recurrent) imposed by statute implies a prohibition, 402 
pencil signature is valid, 619 
performance, 410 — 417 

by whom contract must be performed, 410 

demand for, when necessary, 434 

dependent on concurrence of a third person, 417 

imporaibilit^ of, 426 

liability of ]oint promisors, 411 

mode of, 411 

of alternative contracts, 411 

an accord cannot be enforced, 443 
condition precedent, when excused, 436 
obligations imposed by statute, 494 
place of, 416 

alternative places specified, 416 
in case of rent, 417 
not specified, 416 
time for, 412 

when of the essence of the contract, 413 
personal skill, contracts involving, performance of, 410 
policy of insurance, construction of, 516 
post, contracts made through the, 352—354 

made through, acceptance, when complete, 353 
delay and loss in post, 353 
delivery to postman, effect of, 353 
revocation of offer made through post, 354 
payment by, loss of cheque etc., 449 

premium paid for learning trade or profession not recoverable on premature death, 
483 

privity of contract necessary to action for money had and received, 474 
professional contracts, when unenforceable, 405 
professions and trades, statutory regulation of, 405 
promise, absolute, a question of construction, 430 
conditional, meaning of, 432 

construction of, as joint or several or joint and several, 338 

definition of, 331 

dependent, nature of, 432 

independent, nature of, 432 

joint, 836— -339 

and several, 337 

devolution of liabilities and rights on death of joint party, 33^ 
effect of non-execution by party, 336 
joinder of parties, 337 
seve^, 336 — 339 

** promise to answer for the debt, default or miscarriage of another,*’ 362 
public office, agreements for sale or resignation of, 395 

assignment of or charge on salary etc. of, 395 
policy, agreements contrary to, 394 
purcluu^money, recovery of, on total failure of consideration, 481 
quantum meruit^ application of, to contracts within Statute of Frauds, 381 

ba^ on an implied promise arising from acceptance of an 
executed consideration, 441 

ratification, after time expired, cannot make good unauthorised exercise of option 
rating to land, 414 

receipt, counsel’s signatures acknowledging payment of fees must be stamped 
as, 453 

not under seal is not conclusive evidence of payment, 446 
penalty for non-stamping etc., 463 
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receipt stamp, cancellation of, 46S 

stamping after ezecntion, 453 

with Impressed stamp, 453 
stamps on, 452 
nnstamped, as evidence, 453 
receipts exempted from stamp datj, 452 
recital, agreement in, when importing a covenant, 513 
record, contract by, natnre of, 332 
release, 454 — 457 

bills and notes, in case of, 454 
by appointment of creditor os executor, 456 
debtor as executor, 456 
bankrupt partner, 457 
covenant not to sue, 455 
infant, 457 
joint creditors, 456 
conditional, examples of, 455 
construction of, 454 

discharge of right of action for breach of contract by, 455 
essenti^ of vmidity of, 454 
of joint or joint and several debtors, 455 
religious education of children, abandonment of right over, illegal, 33 
representation may amount to condition or to warranty, 521 
repudiation of contract before performance due, 438 
rescission by new agreement, 421 — 423 
contract partly performed, 423 
essentials of, 422 
implied, 423 
novation, 423 

original contract by deed, 422 

required to be in writing, 422 
rescission of bankrupt's contracts by court, 437 

requires consent of both parties, how far, 423 
re-stamping, after material alteration, 532 

restitution of conjugal rights, covenant not to sue for, permissible, 396 
restrictive covenants bind assignees of land, how far, 505 
revocable mandate does not effect valid equitable assignment, 497 
salaries of public office, assignments of, 501 

sale, contract of, contents of memorandum to satisfy Statute of Frauds, 372 

of goods, contract for, conditions in, how far enforceable by seller against 

ultimate buyer, 343 
writing when necessary to, 361 
salvage, principle of, confined to maritime law, 464 

satisfaction, acceptance by creditor of something of a different nature is a, 442 
payment of smaller amount cannot be relied on as, 442 
where amount due is liquidated, 442 
uncertain, 442 

school managers, resolution by, when a contract, 341 
seal, contracts under, 832 — 334 

distinction from simple contracts, 332 

estoppel, 833 

incidents of, 838 

limitation, period of, 334 

merger, 333 

non-executing covenantee may sue on, 338 
person, not a party, suing on, 833 
variation by parol of, 334 

seal, removal of, effect of, on other obligors, 426 . . * - 

securities given for debts arising from void ot illegal contracts, as to, 410 
in respect of bets on games, as to, 410 
service, contracts of, what contracts are within Statute of Frauds, 363 
set-off, discharge of right of action for breach of contract by, 461 
settlement of accounts, when a payment, 444 
sexual immorality, contracts tend&g to, 400 
signature, what is a sufficient, to satisfy Statute of Frauds, 373 
simoniacal contracts are illeg^, 401 
simple contract, definition of, 384 

solioitor, delivery of biU of costs by, must notbeevaded by account stated, 4tt 
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•olidtor, recoTery of charges by, d^>eiid8 on enrolment, iOS 
etak^olaer, action of money had and received against, 480 

solicitor receiving auction deposit is primi faci^ not a, 480 
stamp duty, 629 — 641 

affixing stamp, after execution, 629 
agreements specifically charged with, 533 
cancellation of receipt stamp, 453 
documents requiring a stamp, 636 
exemptions from, 638 

agreements for disposition of ship etc., 638 
hire of labourers etc^ 638 
sale of goods etc., 638 
with mariners on coast- voyages, 688 
doentuents issued by registered building society, 639 
instrument of apprenticeship for service in colonies etc., 538 
matter under £6. ..638 

memorandum under Lord Tenterden*s Act, 638 

policies of insurance etc. in connection with registered friendly societies, 
639 

on agpreement relating to several distinct matters, 631 
under hand, 529 

agreements relating to sale of property, 634 

bill of exchange containing evidence of agreement other than contract 
for payment (as agreement), 538 
with indorsed agreement altering terms, 638 

contract note, 633 
conveyance of sale, 636 
counterparts, 629 
deeds, 629 

document evidencing an agreement, 635 

draft agreement orally assented to, but not executed, 635 

duplicates, 529 

hire-purchase agreements, 541 

instrument chargeable under several categories, 532 

instruments under hand on deposit of security transferable by 
delivery, 638 

I. O. U. i^ording evidence of terms of payment, 535 
promissory note containing evidence of agreement other than usual contract 
for payment, 638 
reoeipC 452 

securities for periodical payments, 532 
written acceptance of an oral proposal, 636 

document incorporated by reference in oral agreement, 536 
penalty for neglect to cancel adhesive stamp, 529 
remission of, by Inland Revenue Commissioners, 529 
receipts exempted from, 452 
statute, contracts declared void by, 403 
prohibited by, 401 

statnte-baned debts, appropriation of payments to, 451 
recovery of, on account stated, 491 
Statute of Frauds, contracts within, 361 — 383 

application of doctrine of part performance to, 379 
plea of accord and satisfaction to, 382 
qwmtum meruit to, 881 

recovery by plaintifiE upon account stated, 882 

of money paid at defendant's request, 882 
received to plaintiff's use, 382 

Statute of Frauds, contracts partly within, divisible contracts, 383 

entire contracts, 882 

effect of non-compliance with, on insurable interest eto«, 862 
statutory oonfirmatiem of void contracts, as to, 407 
debts, enforcement of, 494 

limitation of actions for, 494 
stlfUng prosecution, agreement for, illegal, 399 
stranger to contract, liability of, in tort, 846 
strangers to contract, remedy of, in tort, 848 
rights and liabilities of, 848-^345 
snbrogaticsi» of insurers, 478 
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BandAj, oontraot made cm» when illegal, 402 
teohnioal worde, oonetraotion oif 611 
telegram, oontraot made by, 854 
tender, 417 — 421 

buyer failing to take delir8iy of goods, 418 
by and to agent, 421 

negotiable instrument, 420 
conditional, 420 

defeated by demand for performance, 418 
effect of, 418 

of balance after setting off, 419 

rent, implied authority of bailiff to receire* 421 
separable part, 419 
promise being to pay money, 418 
requisites of, 418 

stipulation for receipt, effect of, on, 421 
time of, 420 
time clauses, as to, 522 

made of the essence by notice, 415 
originally of the essence, effect of extension, 415 
** reasonable,’* a question of fact for jury, 522 
when of the essence of the contract, 413 
in contracts relating to land, 414 
tippling contracts, 404 

title, agreements in consideration of obtaining, 395 

tort, waiyer of, on institution of action for money had and receiyed, 484 

trade, in restraint of, require consideration, 332 

uberrima fideMf required in what contracts, 356 

vUra vires contract, 391 

undue influence, 357 — 360 

burden of proof in cases of, 859 
effect of, 359 

equitable relief in case of, 358 
nature of, 367 
of third person, 859 

presumption of, arising from particular relationships, 858 

relationship of husband and wife 
unincorporated associations, contracts with, 389 — 341 

officers of society cannot be authorised to sue or be sued, 843 
payment looked for from a particular fund, 341 
unprofitable contracts, disclaimer of, by trustee in bankruptcy, 437 
unstamped agreement as eyldence, 630 

document shown to witness to refresh memory, 580 
vis major ^ meaning of, 428 
Told contracts, 890 — 410 

agreements collateral to, 891 
at common law, 398 — 401 

agreements contrary to public policy, 394 

tending to perrert the course of justice, 898 
to commit a wrongful act, 393 
immoral contracts, 400 
by statute, 403 — 405 
consideration partly unlawful, 407 

court’s refusal to aid, though Gaming Act not pleaded, 889 
definition of, 831 
distinguished from illegal,** 390 
security for debt arising from, as to, 410 
statutory confirmation of, 407 
ultra vires contract, 891 
Toidable contracts, definition of, 331 

money received by agent under, recoyery of, 488 
voluntary associations for temporary purposes, contracts with, 340 
volunteer corps, contracts with, 840 
wager, deposit on, recovery of, 486 
wagering contracts, 897, 408 
policies, 404 

wages, agreements for payment of, otherwise than in current coin, illegal, 401 
waiver, in case of bills of exchan^ and promissory notes, 424 
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wairer, natnze of, 428 

not binding without consideration, 424 

of tort, onlastitating action for money had and reoeiTed, 484 
Terbal, of contract required to be in u^ting, 424 
warranty, meaning of, 435 

on sale of goods, definition of, 521 

weights or measures established by statute, contracts must be according to, 406 
* wora importing agreement, construction of, 614 

an agreement distinguished from words of mere qualification, 515 
writing necessary to contracts, when, 861 

essentials of, 367 

written contracts, alteration and cancellation of, 424 
interpretation of, 510 
wrongful act, agreement to commit, 892 
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